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In  the  absence  of  all  official  Government  statistics  and  publica- 
tions, no  details  can  be  collected  respecting  the  native  or 
internal  Commerce  of  the  Chinese  Empire. 

All  that  can  be  done  is  to  give  a resume  of  the  foreign  trade,, 
by  means  of  the  reports  furnished  by  H.M.’s  Consuls  and  the 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs.  As  the  said  reports  are  printed  in 
full  and  published  before  this  paper  can  be  completed,  it  offers 
but  little  original  information,  and  may  only  be  useful  as  a 
summary  of  the  whole  subject,  and  as  affording  a comparison 
between  the  circumstances  of  the  several  Treaty  Ports  and  a 
general  aspect  of  the  conditions  of  trade,  so  far  as  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  exports  and  imports  is  concerned. 

The  following  is  a short  digest  of  the  reports  of  H.M.’s 
Consuls  for  1892  : — 


Amoy. 

The  report  of  H.M.’s  Consul  at  Amoy  shows  that  there  has 
been  a decrease  in  the  net  silver  value  of  trade  to  the  amount  of 
48,311/.  as  compared  with  1891. 

The  falling  off  in  the  sterling  value  must  be  computed  at  a 
higher  figure,  owing  to  the  unprecedentedly  low  rate  of  exchange 
which  has  occasioned  a decrease  of  332,202/.  in  the  gross  value, 
and  228,811/.  in  the  net  value  of  the  trade,  as  stated  in  sterling. 

The  total  shipping  of  the  port  under  all  flags  lias  considerably 
increased;  the  majority  of  the  shipping  and  its  increase  being 
British  owned.  British  sailing  ships  have  decreased  in  number, 
whilst  German  have  slightly  advanced.  The  great  expansion  of 
the  kerosene  oil  trade  has  encouraged  the  employment  of  American 
sailing  vessels.  British  steamers  have  greatly  increased  in  number, 
and  have  reached  a higher  total  than  in  any  previous  year. 
German  and  Chinese  steamers  have  fallen  off  in  number.  Pro- 
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posals  to  run  local  Chinese  steamers  have  hitherto  failed  to  obtain 
the  sanction  of  the  Provincial  Government. 

The  Java  trade  has  fallen  entirely  into  British  hands  by  the  Java  trade, 
withdrawal  of  the  Dutch  steamers. 

With  regard  to  imports,  every  kind  of  cotton  goods,  with  the  Imports, 
exception  of  Turkey-reds,  has  increased  in  quantity  and  fallen  off  Cotton  goods, 
in  value,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  silver.  Opium  shows  a Opium, 
decrease  of  57,395  lbs.,  or  about  8 per  cent. ; this  is  due  to  the 
rapid  advance  in  price  at  Hong-Kong  during  the  autumn  and  the 
subsequent  drop,  on  account  of  which  speculators  invested  largely 
in  Persian  and  Patna;  though  the  Benares  drug  is  still  the 
favourite  at  Amoy.  Foreign  houses  are  not  doing  much  business 
in  opium,  and  the  native  drug  is  making  a steady  advance  in  the 
market.  Poppy  cultivation  is  increasing  every  year,  and  the 
quality  is  not  much  inferior  to  the  Persian. 

Bombay  yarn  has  largely  taken  the  place  of  the  Manchester  Bombay  yam. 
article  ; owing  chiefly  to  the  depreciation  of  silver  and  uncertainty 
of  exchange  ; importers  not  daring  to  keep  English  goods  in  stock 
on  account  of  the  risk  ensuing  upon  the  present  state  of  the  money 
market. 

Woollens  have  increased  in  quantity  but  not  in  price.  Iron  Woollens, 
and  steel  have  declined ; lead  and  tin  have  increased  from  the  Metals, 
larger  export  of  Amoy  teas. 

Foreign  coal  has  been  less  imported;  raw  cotton  and  fish,  Coal ; raw 
dried  and  salted,  show  an  important  increase.  European  matches  cott°n ; fish ; 
have  fallen  to  less  than  half  the  quantity  imported  in  1891,  but  mat  le&‘ 
have  advanced  in  value — the  contrary  is  the  case  with  Japanese 
matches. 

An  abundant  harvest  and  low  prices  have  reduced  the  import  Foreign  goods, 
of  foreign  rice  to  an  insignificant  figure.  The  importation  of  nice, 
kerosene  oil  has  doubled,  Russian  oil  from  Batoum  has  been  intro-  Kerosene, 
duced,  and  prices  have  fallen  on  account  of  its  competition  with 
the  American  oil.  The  provincial  authorities  have  attempted  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  kerosene  in  some  districts,  in  the  interests  of 
a small  ring  of  privileged  monopolists ; but  this  trade  has  made 
gigantic  strides,  for  in  1872  only  8,711  gallons  were  imported,  as 
against  21,740  gallons  in  1882,  and  2,364,900  gallons  in  1892 — 
in  the  last  5 years  the  increase  has  been  over  1,000  per  cent.  Yet 
it  is  believed  that  the  trade  in  this  article  is  still  in  its  infancy. 

Exports  have  decreased  88,320/. — almost  entirely  in  goods  of  Exports, 
native  origin. 

The  tea  season  was  a good  one ; most  of  it  goes  to  the  United  Tea. 

States.  The  export  of  Amoy  tea  shows  an  increase,  and  that  of 
Formosa  tea  was  also  very  large.  The  downward  course  of  the 
local  tea  trade  thus  appears  to  be  checked ; though  it  is  doubtful 
whether  it  can  permanently  resist  the  competition  of  India, 

Ceylon,  Java,  and  Japan. 

Though  the  state  of  the  tea  trade  has  been  satisfactory, 
merchants  have  suffered  in  other  respects.  Low  freights  have 
only  been  procured  at  the  expense  of  the  shipowners.  Japanese 
competition  tells  very  strongly  against  the  Amoy  tea  trade.  If 
(1608) 
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the  China  tea  trade  is  extinguished,  British  merchants  and  ship- 
owners will  suffer  great  loss ; for  not  only  will  the  export  trade 
come  to  an  end,  but  the  population  of  the  tea-growing  districts 
will  be  unable  to  buy  foreign  imported  manufactures. 

The  sugar  export  has  declined;  almost  all  of  it  is  shipped  to 
North  China.  Other  articles  show  an  increase  in  quantity,  but  a 
diminished  value,  viz.,  paper,  bulbs,  earthenware,  lichees,  samshu,. 
and  tobacco. 

Emigration  in  British  ships  to  the  Straits  Settlements  has 
decreased  by  7,563  as  compared  with  1891.  No  riots  nor  disturb- 
ances have  occurred  in  the  Province  of  Fukien.  Health  has  been 
good,  with  the  exception  of  considerable  mortality  from  influenza 
among  natives  during  the  spring. 

The  pilot  service  requires  amendment. 


Wenchow. 

The  area  of  which  Wenchow  is  the  port  is  very  mountainous;, 
but  it  has  a good  number  of  natural  productions  for  export.  The 
few  lowlands  give  barely  enough  rice  and  vegetables  for  home 
supply. 

Trade  suffers  for  want  of  capital  in  contrast  with  the  former 
wealth  of  the  city ; consequently  the  imports  are  nearly  all  of 
inferior  grades,  and  native  business  does  not  amount  to  much  more 
than  peddling. 

Excellent  iron  exists  in  the  hills,  but  it  is  not  properly 
worked,  owing  to  the  hindrances  which  obstruct  mining.  Timber 
is  getting  scarce  and  dear,  as  the  hills  are  being  rapidly  denuded 
of  trees. 

A practical  monopoly  of  sea  carriage  in  the  hands  of  the  China 
Merchants’  Company  has  given  them  large  profits,  whilst  choking 
the  trade  of  the  port,  where  no  foreign  merchant  resides.  Com- 
petition, in  this  respect,  would  be  valuable  in  May  and  November 
(the  tea  and  orange  seasons). 

The  people  are  indisposed  to  emigration. 

The  principal  products  of  Wenchow  are  as  follows: — Square 
bamboo,  a small  and  minor  industry.  Steatite  or  soapstone,  which 
is  dug  out  of  galleries,  pierced  in  the  hill-sides  to  a length  of  from 
1 mile  to  3 miles  or  more.  It  is  sold  at  various  prices  according  to 
the  size,  shape,  and  colour  of  the  lumps  ; the  colours  are  very  varied, 
and  the  most  valuable  kind  is  as  precious  as  real  jade.  This 
industry  employs  some  2,000  miners  and  carvers.  Seals,  vases, 
cups,  and  various  fancy  articles  are  made  of  the  stone.  Rhea 
fibre  is  extensively  prepared.  Soy  and  beancurd  form  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  manufactures.  The  making  of  this  condiment, 
as  well  as  the  working  of  soapstone,  are  described  in  a graphic  and 
interesting  manner  by  II.M.’s  Consul  in  his  original  report. 

Rain-cloths  and  mats  are  made  from  palm  coir,  also  an  impor- 
tant industry  of  the  place.  Alum  is  produced  in  considerable 
quantity.  Oranges  are  mostly  sent  to  Mongolia.  Exportation 
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of  tea  is  steadily  increasing;  but,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  subject  to 
heavy  taxation,  making  it  very  difficult  to  successfully  withstand 
competition.  By  the  taxes,  the  cost  to  the  foreign  exporter  is 
increased  by  at  least  one-sixth.  The  finest  first  crop  fetched  35.  9 d. 
per  pound. 

All  commerce  and  industry  suffer  from  the  great  addiction  of 
the  people  to  holidays,  festivals,  plays  and  processions. 

Ichang. 

Ichang  is  only  a port  of  transit  for  the  large  markets  of  the 
west,  and  this  circumstance  causes  trade  statistics  to  be  somewhat 
delusive.  For  instance,  the  Foreign  Customs  Returns  show  a 
total  value  of  over  2,500,000/.  sterling ; but  almost  the  entire 
value  is  re-exported,  and  the  local  trade  itself  is  only  to  the 
amount  of  346,913/. 

The  importation  of  Bombay  cotton  yarn  has  enormously  in- Cotton  yarn- 
creased.  No  foreign  opium  is  used,  as  the  local  product  is  far  ancl  °Pmin* 
cheaper  and  suits  the  taste  of  the  consumers. 

The  majority  of  the  shipping  to  the  port  is  British  owned,  the  Shipping, 
remainder  being  under  the  Chinese  flag. 

The  most  successful  steamer  for  river  navigation  is  a stern- 
wheeler of  677  tons,  with  very  light  draught  of  water.  Chartered 
junks  are  much  used,  and  are  largely  increased  in  number. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  imports,  of  which  Bombay  yarn  Imports, 
represents  50  per  cent. ; the  increase  over  1891  of  this  merchan- 
dise amounted  to  86,229  cwts. 

Chinese  cotton  cloth,  manufactured  at  Shanghai,  is  now 
largely  imported  at  Ichang.  Native  silks  were  imported  to  the 
value  of  380,406/.  Exports  of  local  produce  have  shown  satisfac- 
tory increase. 

Foreign  customs  revenue  amounted  to  28,58 51.  as  against  Customs 
25,068/.  in  1891.  The  duties  on  Chinese  opium  alone  amounted  revenue, 
to  25,203/. 

In  the  spring  and  early  summer  the  cholera  claimed  multitudes  Cholera, 
of  victims  among  the  Chinese  ; but  none  amongst  the  Europeans. 

The  summer  was  unprecedentedly  hot  and  dry,  in  consequence  of 
which  much  of  the  rice  crop  was  lost. 


Tainan. 

Our  Consul  at  Tainan  reports  that  the  tendency  of  trade  in 
South  Formosa  is  to  decrease,  principally  on  account  of  high 
taxation  which  commenced  in  1886  both  in  the  shape  of  likin 
duties  and  a higher  assessment  of  land-tax. 

The  land-tax  was  raised  to  so  high  a figure  that  the  people  Lau  :'tax' 
refused  to  pay  it  and  disturbances  ensued,  almost  amounting  to 
rebellion.  Hence  immigration  ceased,  trade  steadily  declined,  and 
the  export  of  sugar — the  principal  staple  industry  of  the  island — 
showed  a lamentable  hilling  off*.  The  decrease  in  the  rural  popu- 
lation entailed  higher  wages  and  dearer  cost  or  production ; as 
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well  as  a great  rise  in  the  price  of  food,  and  an  impoverishment  of 
the  cultivated  ground.  Under  these  circumstances  there  is 
naturally  a lack  of  money  to  invest  in  the  improvement  of  the 
soil. 

The  rice  export  trade  has  been  completely  absorbed  by  the 
junks,  whereas,  in  the  early  days  of  the  port,  large  quantities 
were  exported  in  foreign  bottoms.  This  export  has  greatly 
diminished ; but  is  increasing  in  importance  at  the  north-western 
ports  of  Formosa. 

The  foreign  import  trade  appears  to  have  been  almost  stationary 
for  the  past  10  years ; the  average  annual  value  being  about 
326,443Z.  sterling. 

Opium  is  the  principal  article  of  import  and  the  consumption 
is  increasing,  owing  to  the  greater  prevalence  of  smoking  amongst 
the  urban  populations  and  the  comparative  cheapness  of  the 
Persian  drug,  which  has  nearly  excluded  the  Indian  altogether. 

Differential  duties  have  caused  foreign  importation  to  suffer 
severely,  to  the  benefit  of  the  junks. 

The  total  value  of  foreign  trade  has  decreased  by  125,77 1Z. 
since  the  preceding  year.  The  amount  of  tonnage  employed  and 
the  numbers  both  of  steamers  and  sailing  ships  have  also  fallen  off 
since  1891.  Most  of  the  crops  were  a failure  in  1892,  particularly 
rice,  sweet  potatoes,  and  sugar;  and  there  was  much  distress 
among  the  poorer  classes.  The  prospects  for  the  crops  of  this 
year  are  bad  in  the  extreme ; as  the  sugar  canes  have  been 
damaged  by  severe  typhoons,  and  the  rainfall  has  been  very 
small. 

The  trade  in  camphor  is  improving  and  becoming  important. 
The  high  price  of  the  article  has  induced  foreign  merchants  to 
purchase  it  for  sale  at  Hong-Kong,  where  it  has  fetched  from  51. 
to  8Z.  per  picul  of  133^  lbs.,  leaving  handsome  profits  to  the 
sellers. 

Central  Formosa  is  thickly  wooded,  and  there  is  no  fear  of 
the  camphor  supply  being  exhausted  for  many  years  to  come. 
The  district  is  tranquil,  and  the  Government  monopoly  has 
been  abandoned,  though  the  local  authorities  attempt,  in  some 
instances,  to  interfere  with  foreign  trade  in  this  commodity. 

On  April  22,  1892,  a great  earthquake  caused  much  damage 
to  buildings  of  all  sorts  at  Anping  and  Takow,  to  the  extent,  in- 
deed, that  the  price  of  labour  and  of  building  materials  was  more 
than  doubled.  The  typhoons  above  alluded  to  caused  even  more 
loss  than  the  earthquake.  Great  numbers  of  people  were 
drowned,  entire  villages  were  swept  away,  junks  were  driven  out 
to  sea  and  lost,  and  crops  of  all  descriptions  were  destroyed. 

On  October  10  the  “ Bokhara  ” was  wrecked  in  a typhoon 
off  the  coast. 

In  August  some  aborigines  in  the  south  made  serious  incur- 
sions into  neighbouring  districts.  Chinese  troops  were  sent 
against  them,  but  returned  at  the  end  of  the  year  discomfited  by 
the  ambuscades  of  the  enemy,  and  having  lost  many  men  at  their 
hands  and  from  disease.  On  the  other  hand,  some  shipwrecked 
Japanese  were  humanely  treated  by  the  natives. 
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Chef oo. 

The  total  gross  value  of  trade  in  1892  at  Chefoo  amounted  Total  trade, 
to  2,81 2, 390/.,  as  against  3,091,373/.  in  1891.  The  decrease  is, 
however,  said  to  be  more  apparent  than  real,  being  due  only  to 
the  fall  in  the  value  of  silver.  Exports  have  increased  and  imports 
decreased  in  quantity  ; but  the  latter  have  varied  very  little 
during  the  past  three  years. 

Very  little  opium  is  imported,  as  smokers  are  contented  with  Opium, 
the  native  drug,  and  the  consumption  does  not  appear  to  increase, 
but  if  anything  rather  the  reverse. 

A first  consignment  of  machinery  arrived,  consisting  of  elec-  Machinery, 
trie  light  plant  for  Port  Arthur. 

The  export  of  silk  shows  an  advance,  and  the  quality  is  good.  Silk- 
Silk  and  straw-braid  are  the  staple  exports  of  Chefoo,  and  the 
only  ones  of  interest  to  English  trade.  The  prospects  for  this 
spring  are  not  so  good.  A good  deal  of  silk  pongee  is  sent  to 
Burmah.  A severe  hailstorm  last  autumn  destroyed  immense 
numbers  of  cocoons,  and  did  great  damage  also  in  other 
respects. 

The  straw-braid  trade  had  a good  demand,  principally  from  Straw-braid. 
Germany. 

There  is  great  need  of  a larger  market,  and  the  competition  of 
more  foreign  merchants  would  stimulate  native  industry  and  local 
commerce. 

British,  Kussian,  and  American  shipping  have  increased,  and  Shipping, 
notably  Japanese,  German,  and  Scandinavian  have  decreased, 
whilst  Dutch  has  been  altogether  absent. 

The  steamer  companies  have  organised  a close  corporation  to 
keep  up  high  freights,  which  are  lowered  only  on  the  appearance 
of  competition  on  the  part  of  outsiders,  and  raised  again  imme- 
diately upon  its  cessation. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  German  steamship  Wreek3. 

Marie  * was  wrecked  off  the  coast  and  24  lives  were  lost.  The 
customs  lifeboat  did  good  service  on  this  occasion. 

In  June  a Chinese  steamer  was  wrecked  off  the  Shantung 
Promontory. 

During  November  the  American  barque  “ Escort  ” was 
wrecked  in  a gale,  about  30  miles  east  of  Chefoo,  and  other  ships 
were  more  or  less  damaged. 

A lighthouse  is  being  built  on  the  promontory,  on  the  west  of  Lighthouse. 
Manchuria,  and  the  Shantung  light  has  been  greatly  improved. 

The  amount  of  customs  revenue  was  70,320/.,  an  increase 
upon  that  of  1891.  Of  this  sum  34,133 /.  was  paid  under  the 
British  flag. 

H.M.’s  Consul  characterises  1892  as  “a  year  of  unfulfilled  Unfulfilled] 
promises.”  There  were  promises  of  harbour  improvement,  Promises- 
military  roads  to  be  made,  gold  mining  to  be  prosecuted  with 
vigour.  Engineers  were  to  come  from  Europe  and  America  with 
new  machinery.  Lead,  iron,  and  coal  mines  were  to  be  worked 
with  foreign  appliances.  Trade  was  to  be  developed  and  the 
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valley  of  the  Yellow  River  opened  to  steamer  traffic  by  the  con- 
struction of  a canal.  Nothing  much  has  been  made  beyond  the 
promises. 

It  appears  that  the  Chinese  Government  are  penetrated  by  a 
sense  of  the  importance  of  keeping  out  invaders  by  forts  and 
naval  stations.  During  1891-92  several  Krupp  guns  have  been 
ordered  for  two  of  these  forts,  which  are  in  process  of  construc- 
tion at  Chefoo.  Military  road-making  is  a part  of  the  scheme  of 
defence  ; but  the  result  seems  to  be  much  the  same  as  all  imperial 
road-making  in  China,  viz.,  that  passengers  and  traffic  deviate 
into  the  fields  to  avoid  the  roads,  upon  which  it  is  more  difficult 
to  travel  than  in  the  open  country.  The  military  roads,  as 
hitherto  made,  without  stone,  will  not  bear  the  weight  of  a single 
cannon.  More  steamers  are  urgently  required  to  ply  between 
Chefoo  and  Port  Arthur,  both  for  passengers  and  goods.  The 
Chinese  men-of-wav  make  a regular  business  of  carrying  pas- 
sengers on  this  trip  ; and  a large  quantity  of  merchandise  is,  no 
doubt,  conveyed  surreptitiously  by  this  means  under  the  head  of 
passengers’  luggage. 

As  to  the  opening  of  the  Yellow  River  to  steamer  traffic,  the 
Consul  quotes  a graphic  description  of  the  canal  works  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  journal  for  November,  1892,  which  need  not  be 
here  reproduced.  He  remarks  that  the  Chinese  authorities  have 
committed  an  error  in  building  a town  on  a site  where  no  one  can 
live,  viz.,  in  the  midst  of  a vast  salt  marsh,  where  nothing  will 
grow,  where  no  provisions  are  to  be  bought,  and  where  there  is 
no  drinkable  water.  He  adds,  however,  that  the  scheme  of  im- 
proving communication  with  the  provincial  capital  is  a hopeful 
one,  and,  if  carried  out  successfully,  will  do  much  to  improve  the 
trade  of  the  whole  of  North  China.  There  has  been  talk  also  of 
the  construction  of  reservoirs  and  waterworks  for  Chefoo,  a pro- 
ject which  may  come  to  maturity  at  a future  date. 

With  the  exception  of  one  slight  disturbance  during  summer, 
peace  prevailed  throughout  the  province  in  1892. 

A flood  occurred  on  the  Yellow  River  in  autumn,  causing 
much  damage,  but  the  banks  have  been  successfully  repaired. 

The  spring  market  was  fairly  good,  but  the  more  important 
one  of  millet  and  maize  in  autumn  was  inferior,  owing  to  un- 
favourable weather. 

The  health  report  for  the  year  is  favourable,  and,  though  the 
mercantile  community  has  not  increased  in  number,  Chefoo  has 
become  yearly  more  popular  as  a health  resort  in  summer  time. 
The  Boys  and  Girls’  School,  conducted  by  the  China  Inland 
Missionaries’  Society,  is  over-crowded,  and  large  new  buildings 
are  to  be  erected  to  supply  the  demand  for  the  accommodation  of 
boarders. 


Foochow. 

Total  trade.  The  total  trade  of  Foochow  for  1892  was  2,646,837 /.,  being  a 
decrease  of  423,662 1.  in  1891.  The  decrease  was  nearly  equally 
shared  by  imports  and  exports.  The  decline  is,  however,  here 
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also  more  apparent  than  real,  on  account  of  the  depreciation  of 
silver  and  the  large  quantity  of  munitions  of  war  imported 
directly  by  Government,  which  can  scarcely  be  considered  as  part 
of  the  ordinary  trade  of  the  port. 

Of  the  shipping  82  per  cent,  was  under  the  British  flag.  On  Shipping  and 
this  subject  H.M.’s  Consul  says  : — “The  days  of  empty  steamers  frights, 
coming  to  lie  here  to  await  high  freights  on  the  opening  of  the 
tea  market  have  gone  never  to  return.  The  Foochow  tea  busi- 
ness in  London  is  now  so  small  that  shippers  absolutely  decline  to 
ship  in  empty  bottoms,  which  means  flooding  the  market  with 
more  tea  than  is  wanted  at  one  time.”  The  first  steamers  get 
the  higher  freights,  which  have  varied  as  much  as  from  15s.  to 
21.  per  ton,  the  average  of  II.  10s.  being  steadily  maintained. 

The  fall  of  silver  has  increased  the  prices  of  imports  no  less  Fall  of 
than  30  per  cent.,  and  has  diminished  the  purchasing  power  of  con-  silver, 
sinners  in  a corresponding  ratio. 

The  import  of  cottons  has  decreased,  with  the  exception  of  Cottons, 
Bombay  yarn,  which  has  risen  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Native  Bombay  yarn 
yai  n,  made  at  Shanghai,  has  not  yet  appeared  on  the  market.  J 

In  Persian  opium  there  is  an  increase,  owing  to  the  failure  of  Opium, 
the  native  crop.  In  Indian  there  is  a falling-off,  on  account  of 
its  comparative  dearness,  the  decline  in  the  prosperity  of  the 
port,  and  the  consequent  scarcity  of  money. 

The  tea  season  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  though  the  Tea- 
amount  exported  has  remained  stationary,  and  the  successful  com- 
petition of  Indian  and  Ceylon  teas  is  severely  felt.  This  com- 
petition can  never  be  resisted  unless  something  be  done  to  lower 
the  heavy  charges  imposed  by  the  Chinese  Government  on  teas 
before  they  leave  the  country.  From  all  the  tea-growing  dis- 
tricts the  same  complaint  is  heard,  that  as  long  as  tea  has  to  pay 
likin,  export,  and  other  taxes,  which  amount  to  as  much  as  5 doL 
per  picul,  it  cannot  possibly  compete  with  the  untaxed  article  of 
India  and  Ceylon.  By  this  short-sighted  policy  the  Chinese 
authorities  are  gradually  but  surely  killing  a once  prosperous 
industry,  which  gave  remunerative  employment  to  thousands  of 
their  people.  A removal,  or  even  a considerable  reduction  of 
these  imposts  would  go  far  to  revive  the  trade,  even  now  in  its 
almost  moribund  state,  for  the  cost  of  production  must  always  be 
less  than  in  Ceylon  and  India. 

[Her  Majesty’s  Minister  at  Pekin  has  caused  the  Tsungli 
Yamen  to  be  informed  of  the  opinions  of  our  Consul  upon  this 
subject.] 

In  1891  the  Hong- Kong  and  Shanghai  Bank  imported  Banking. 

150.000  dol.  worth  of  small  silver  coinage  for  the  Chinese 
authorities,  but  in  August  of  that  year  an  order  was  issued  that 
the  Canton  Mint  coins  were  to  be  taken  at  par  with  the  ITong- 
Kong  coins,  and  in  1892  the  local  authorities  imported 

350.000  dol.  worth  of  Canton  small  coins.  This  supply  was 
found  insufficient,  but  the  IIong-Kong  Government  were  not 
able  to  supply  any  small  silver,  a large  amount  of  which  might 
have  been  placed  in  circulation ; and  now  that  a new  mint  is 
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being  established  at  Pagoda  Anchorage,  there  is  not  much  chance 
of  the  Hong-Kong  coinage  coming  to  the  front  again  and  bringing 
in  a profit  of  some  12  per  cent,  to  Her  Majesty’s  Government. 

Although  the  tea  business  has  benefited  by  the  low  rate  of 
exchange,  the  trade  in  Manchester  goods  and  foreign  sundries  has 
suffered,  and  is  doomed  if  the  fall  continues,  whilst  a rise  of  any 
importance  might  go  far  to  extinguish  the  flickering  prosperity  of 
the  greatly  diminished  tea  trade. 

In  any  case  the  commercial  prospects  -of  Foochow  are  not 
cheering. 

Wulni. 

The  report  from  Wuhu  is  of  a far  brighter  nature,  a steady 
advance  being  recorded  in  the  foreign  trade  and  general  prosperity 
of  the  port. 

Imports  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  particularly  of  cotton 
goods,  have  largely  increased,  and  the  entries  of  steamers  was 
greater  by  154  vessels  than  in  1891.  Over  65  J per  cent,  of  the 
total  trade  was  carried  under  the  British  flag,  which  has  notably 
taken  the  place  of  the  German  in  the  rice  trade. 

H.M.’s  Consul  praises  highly  the  good  conduct  of  the  Chinese 
crews  employed  on  British  river  steamers,  only  two  complaints  of 
insubordination  having  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  three  principal  steamship  companies  engaged  in  the 
Yangtze  trade  did  not  work  amicably  together,  and  competition 
between  them  became  very  keen,  so  that  passenger  rates  were 
reduced  to  a very  low  figure,  and  a large  number  of  Chinese 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  travel  cheaply  by  river. 

A good  deal  of  trouble  was  caused  by  the  large  timber  rafts 
coming  down  from  above  Hankow,  and  greatly  endangering 
shipping  of  all  kinds.  The  timber  trade  is  on  the  increase. 

Exports  show  some  falling  off  from  the  immense  increase  of 
nearly  70  per  cent,  in  1891  ; but  the  decline  is  not  so  large  as 
might  have  been  anticipated,  especially  in  consideration  of  the 
depreciation  of  silver. 

In  1891  there  was  an  extraordinary  expansion  of  the  rice 
trade,  the  export  of  which  was  over  100  per  cent,  in  excess  of 
that  of  the  previous  year.  The  export  in  1892  would  probably 
have  been  larger  still  but  for  the  comparative  failure  of  the  crop 
in  the  districts  north  of  the  river,  and  an  attempt  of  the  authori- 
ties early  in  the  year  to  impose  an  extra  tax  on  rice,  which  was 
only  defeated  in  the  autumn  after  a protracted  struggle. 

Next  in  importance  comes  the  export  of  raw  silk  and  piece- 
goods.  The  latter  increased  in  value  25,871/.  in  1892.  The 
export  of  wheat  was  also  larger  than  ever  before  since  the 
opening  of  the  port,  and  exceeded  that  of  1891  by  as  much  as 
238  per  cent.  In  tea  there  was  a great  falling  off. 

The  net  total  value  of  the  import  trade  of  the  year  was 
1,277,966/.,  an  increase  of  52,328/.  over  that  of  1891.  Foreign 
opium  was  stationary,  and  there  was  a decline  in  the  consumption 
of  the  native  drug,  the  Kiangsu  crop  having  been  seriously 
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damaged  by  rains.  More  than  half  of  the  net  value  of  foreign  Cotton  goods, 
imports  was  due  to  the  import  of  cotton  goods  alone. 

There  was  no  import  during  the  year  direct  from  foreign 
countries. 

The  revenue  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  amounted  to  Customs 
158,695/.  for  the  year.  revenue. 

In  compiling  this  summary  of  trade  reports,  the  transit-pass 
trade  is  omitted,  as  it  is  being  dealt  with  in  a separate  paper. 


Pakhoi . 


A satisfactory  account  comes  also  from  Pakhoi,  where  there  is 
a very  substantial  increase  in  the  sterling  value  of  trade,  in  spite 
of  tie  fall  in  silver,  and  of  a heavy  decrease  in  some  of  the  chief 
articles  of  import. 

The  amount  of  shipping  decreased,  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
Chinese  emigration  to  Deli  in  Sumatra,  which  ceased  in  the 
summer  of  1891.  Only  five  steamers  have  been  engaged  in  trade, 
not  one  of  which  sailed  under  the  British  flag ; our  vessels  being 
too  large  for  the  trade.  H.M.’s  Consul  says:  “No  foreigner  has 
any  interest  in  Pakhoi  in  the  shipping  trade,  which  (as  is  the 
case  practically  with  the  whole  trade  of  the  port)  is  in  the  hands  of 
Chinese,  who  have  the  entire  control  of  it.’* 

The  export  trade  in  1892  was  the  largest  on  record  since 
1877,  when  Pakhoi  was  opened  to  trade  under  the  Chefoo  Con- 
vention, and  shows  an  increase  of  62,000/.  over  1891,  chiefly  in 
star  aniseed  and  essential  oils  destined  for  Europe,  and  in  indigo 
for  use  in  China,  which  is  by  far  the  most  important  article  of 
export  from  the  port.  The  trade  in  hides  and  live  pigs  has  also 
increased. 

Imports  have  advanced  by  19,420/.  over  1891,  owing  entirely 
to  the  increased  purchase  of  Indian  yarn;  all  other  articles  having 
decreased  except  matches,  kerosene,  and  flour.  There  is  a pro- 
gressive decrease  in  the  import  of  Indian  opium  and  cotton  piece- 
goods.  Great  quantities  of  Indian  and  Yunnan  opium  are 
smuggled,  and  enter  without  paying  custom  dues. 

A good  deal  of  the  general  trade  has  been  diverted  from 
Pakhoi  to  the  Tongking  route  ; but  the  year  was,  on  the  whole,  a 
prosperous  one,  and  the  merchants  were  satisfied  with  the  results 
obtained.  There  were  no  failures ; but,  on  account  of  low 
freights,  the  year  was  not  profitable  either  to  the  steamers  or  the 
Chinese  charterers. 

No  serious  troubles  occurred  in  the  district,  and  the  spring 
harvest  was  a good  one.  Some  reduction  was  made  in  inland 
taxation. 


Shipping. 


Exports. 

Star  aniseed, 
essential  oils, 
indigo,  hides, 
and  pigs. 


Imports. 
Indian  yarn, 
matches, 
kerosene, 
and  flour. 
Opium, 
cotton,  piece- 
goods. 

(General  trade. 


Swatow. 

In  the  report  by  H.M.’s  Consul  on  the  trade  of  Swatow,  we 
find  that  the  total  trade  fell  short  of  1891  by  400,000/ , and  of 
1890  by  more  than  1,000,000/. 

Tire  great  bulk  of  the  trade  is  with  other  treaty  ports,  or  with 
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the  Straits  Settlements,  and  indirectly  with  India ; that  is  with 
silver-using  countries,  so  that  very  few  imports  have  to  be  paid 
for  in  gold. 

Swatow  is  a great  port  of  emigration,  some  60,000  men 
(counting  those  from  Amoy)  leaving,  and  45,000  returning  to  the 
district  annually,  and  bringing  with  them  their  earnings  in  silver, 
the  amount  of  which  must  be  considerable. 

There  has  been  a falling-off  in  trade  all  round,  but  it  is  most 
marked  in  exports,  and  particularly  in  that  of  ’sugar. 

Since  the  sugar  crop  of  one  season  does  not  come  into  the 
market  till  the  following  spring,  the  cause  of  this  decline  must  be 
sought  in  the  harvest  of  1891,  which,  owing  to  a disastrous 
typhoon  in  September,  was  in  many  places  very  poor  indeed. 

In  towels  alone  has  there  been  an  improvement  in  the  quantity 
imported.  This  must  not  be  taken  to  signify  any  increased  atten- 
tion to  cleanliness,  for  the  towels,  are  as  a rule,  used  as  clothing. 
The  breadth  of  the  ordinary  towel  being  that  from  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  two  towels  sewn  together  will  make  a coat.  Sleeves 
are  dispensed  with,  and,  except  for  the  armholes,  there  is  none  of 
that  waste  of  material  which  is  so  distasteful  to  the  Chinaman. 

It  is  an  interesting,  if  melancholy  fact,  that  a very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  old  iron  imported  and  sold  at  Swatow  consists  of 
the  materials  of  the  steamers  wrecked  near  the  port  during  the 
few  past  years. 

There  has  been  a great  falling  off  in  the  import  of  American 
kerosene,  but  an  enormous  increase  in  Russian,  and  the  progress 
— almost  in  geometrical  ratio — has  not  apparently  yet  reached  its 
highest  point.  The  matches  imported  are  nearly  all  Japanese. 

Amongst  the  favourite  medicines  purchased  by  the  natives, 
who  are  avid  consumers  of  drugs  of  all  kinds,  are  anti-opium 
specifics  and  aphrodisiacs. 

Emigration  is  directed  to  the  Straits,  Bangkok,  Saigon,  and 
Sumatra.  In  Siam  there  is  a large  demand  for  coolie  labour  on 
the  railways  and  other  works  in  process  of  construction.  On 
January  8,  the  steamship  “ Namchow  ” was  wrecked  with  340 
returning  emigrants  on  board,  of  whom  only  50  were  saved. 

Schemes  have  been  set  on  foot  for  making  a railway  to 
Ch’aochow  (30  miles)  and  for  building  waterworks,  but  as  yet 
they  have  had  no  practical  result.  The  country  people  resisted 
the  forced  appropriation  of  their  lands  for  the  railway,  quite  as 
much  as  any  interference  with  the  graves  of  their  families.  A 
waterworks  company  was  formed  with  a capital  of  150,000  dol., 
but  here  again  the  villagers  intervened  with  various  objections, 
the  real  difficulty  apparently  being  that  the  water-pipes  would 
have  to  traverse  portions  of  13  parishes,  the  headmen  of  which  all 
demanded  compensation  on  an  altogether  unreasonable  scale. 

The  year  was,  commercially,  a fairly  satisfactory  one  for  those 
concerned  in  the  trade  and  shipping  of  the  port.  No  fortunes 
were  made,  but  none  were  lost,  and  the  general  prosperity  may 
be  said  to  have  advanced  by  the  business  done.  The  goods 
carried  were  mostly  Chinese-owned ; but  more  than  92  per  cent, 
of  the  trade  was  conducted  by  vessels  under  the  British  flag. 
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Chinkiang. 

The  following  notes  on  the  trade  of  Chinkiang  are  taken  from 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs  to  headquarters  in 
Pekin : — If  exchange  of  produce  may  be  regarded  as  indicating 
prosperity  in  trade,  the  year  1892  was  one  of  general  bliss  for  the 
Chinkiang  district.  The  net  value  of  the  year’s  trade  was  some 
2,200,000/.  in  excess  of  that  of  1891,  principally  due  to  an  exten- 
sion of  exports  connected  with  increased  briskness  in  the  transit 
trade  in  goods  brought  thither  from  the  interior  for  exportation. 

Some  of  the  staple  imports  and  exports  are  on  the  decline,  so  Imports  and 
that  the  present  excess  has  conic  from  fields  hitherto  but  little  exPorts- 
cultivated,  thus  making  up  for  shortcomings  which  would  other- 
wise have  left  an  unsatisfactory  balance. 

The  summer  was  unfavourable  to  the  growth  of  vegetable  Locusts, 
produce;  during  September  a general  drought  prevailed,  and 
swarms  of  locusts  devastated  the  fields  in  spite  of  every  effort  to 
check  their  progress  and  destroy  them.  Renewed  breaches  of  the 
banks  of  the  Yellow  River  also  caused  much  distress  by  damaging 
the  crops  of  rice,  beans,  peas,  and  lily-flowers. 

Import,  coast  trade,  and  opium  duties  have  declined.  Fallings-off. 

The  wheat  crop  fortunately  escaped  the  ravages  of  the  locust  wheat, 
plague. 

A very  large  export  of  ground  nuts  to  Canton  is  reported,  around  nuts, 
there  being  a good  demand  for  the  oil  made  therefrom,  as  well  as 
from  sesamum  seed,  the  latter  of  which  is  used  also  in  the  Sesamum. 
adulteration  of  opium. 

Silk  piece-goods  have  advanced,  and  nearly  500,000  goat  skins  Piece-goods, 
have  gone  to  supply  the  American  market. 

In  foreign  imports  there  is  a decrease  in  cottons,  woollens.  Foreign 
metals,  sugar,  and  sundries.  As  elsewhere,  the  advance  of  Indian  imports, 
cotton  yarn  is  phenomenal,  amounting  to  an  increase  of  over 
200  per  cent.  American  drills  and  sheetings  maintain  their  posi- 
tion against  the  Manchester  article  ; but  both  have  had  to  yield 
before  the  common  rival — native  manufacture  from  Indian  yarn  Indian  yarn, 
in  the  interior  and  at  Shanghai.  Kerosene  oil  has  fallen  off  by  Kerosene, 
over  500,000  gallons,  its  use  having  been  forbidden  in  the  district, 
including  Chinkiang.  The  importation  of  Japanese  matches,  sold 
by  retail  at  2 cash  per  box,  has  increased  20  per  cent.,  “ though 
nobody  can  tell  how  many  millions  fail  to  ignite.”  The  con- 
sumption of  native  cpium  is  driving  the  foreign  drug  out  of  the  Opium, 
market. 


Customs  Reports. 

The  reports  of  the  Chinese  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  show  General, 
that  the  value  of  foreign  trade  had  increased  in  1892,  even  over 
the  unprecedentedly  high  total  of  the  previous  year. 

There  has  been  a decided  net  gain  since  the  opening  of  Chung- 
king as  a port  of  entry  to  foreign  trade  in  1891,  and  there  is 
a good  reason  to  anticipate  a large  development  in  the  demand 
for  imports  and  exports  for  foreign  markets. 
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The  customs  revenue  showed  a decrease  in  every  division  of 
receipts,  with  the  exception  of  export  duties,  and  the  quantity  of 
staple  goods  landed  and  shipped  also  declined.  That  the  excep- 
tionally high  aggregate  values  of  the  trade  of  1891  should  have 
been  maintained  under  these  circumstances,  is  ascribed  to  the 
great  depreciation  in  the  gold  value  of  silver,  which  enhances  the 
market  value  of  imports,  and  allows  of  higher  prices  being  paid 
for  exports  to  gold-currency  countries,  without  adding  to  the 
laying-down  cost. 

The  import  of  foreign  opium  showed  a falling  off  of 
6,663  piculs. 

The  instability  of  silver,  and  the  constant  fall  in  exchange, 
which  reduced  the  value  of  the  Haikwan  tael  from  4s.  11  d.  to 
4s.  4£d.,  has  had  a paralysing  and  narrowing  effect  on  foreign 
trade.  One  large  hank  went  into  liquidation,  another  had  to 
resort  to  reconstruction,  on  account  of  its  much-diminished  capital, 
others  returned  no  dividends.  Interest  on  loans  was  raised,  and 
credit  became  contracted  ; business  had  to  be  conducted  with  the 
utmost  care,  and  caused  much  suspense  to  the  merchant. 

Of  imports,  cotton  goods  compare  favourably  with  the  returns 
of  1891  ; woollen  and  miscellaneous  goods  show  a slight  apprecia- 
tion ; metals  a general  shrinkage,  and  the  total  of  sundries  an 
appreciable  gain. 

The  Indian  Government  having  curtailed  the  quantity  of 
Bengal  opium  sold  at  the  monthly  auctions,  reduced  importation 
and  enhanced  prices ; but  the  stock  bonded  in  China  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  quite  sufficient  to  meet  any  demand  on 
account  of  the  diminished  supply  from  India.  The  cheap  Persian 
variety,  including  so-called  Turkey  opium,  has  advanced  in 
favour,  and  is  largely  used  for  mixing  with  the  Chinese  drug. 

There  has  been  a contraction  in  the  import  of  cotton  goods. 
The  demand  for  English  yarn  is  threatened  with  extinction  by 
the  cheapness  of  silver;  but  the  import  of  Indian  yarn  has 
enormously  increased,  and  it  appears  to  find  a ready  market  in 
every  quarter  of  the  Empire. 

Metals  generally  show  a general  diminution  in  quantity  and 
value. 

The  year’s  returns  show  a considerable  decline  in  the  quantity 
of  kerosene  oil,  both  Russian  and  American ; but  this  is  the  effect 
of  a glutted  market,  and  not  of  any  decrease  of  consumption. 

Matches,  coal,  and  sugar  show  conspicuous  increase. 

Exports  increased  considerably  in  value,  though  China’s  two 
great  staples — tea  and  raw  silk — fell  short  in  quantity  of  the 
figures  of  1891.  White  and  yellow  silk  was  exported  to  advant- 
age, owing  to  the  low  rate  of  exchange  enabling  purchasers  to 
give  a higher  tael  value  without  increasing  the  price  in  gold. 

The  export  of  all  kinds  of  tea  gives  further  evidence  of  the 
waning  character  of  this  trade  by  a notable  decrease.  The  grow- 
ing demand  from  Russia,  which  has  hitherto  sustained  the  China 
market,  fell  off  enormously,  owing  to  the  restricted  consumption, 
consequent  upon  the  deplorable  famine  which  visited  that 
country. 
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A very  large  amount  of  native  capital  is  now  employed  in 
supplying  the  domestic  wants  of  Chinese  residents  abroad.  In  this 
respect  Chinese  clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  fish  and  fruits,  thus 
contribute  freight  to  the  foreign  outward  tonnage.  Paper  and  rice 
were  also  important  exports;  the  well-to-do  Chinese  abroad 
willingly  pay  a high  price  for  home-grown  rice.  The  supply  of 
sheep  and  camels’  wool  from  North  and  Central  China  has  reached 
a high  figure.  Sugar  statistics  compare  unfavourably  with  those 
of  past  years. 

There  is  an  ever-growing  increase  in  the  amount  and  tonnage  Increase  in 


botli  in 


the  foreign  and  coast 


trade  of  amount  anft 

tonnage  of 


of  shipping  employee 

China.  . . . shipping. 

The  high  price  of  gold  in  the  west  has  caused  a large  efflux  of 
the  yellow  metal  from  China  in  the  shape  of  bullion. 

By  the  courtesy  of  Sir  liobert  Hart,  Inspector-General  of  Separate 
Maritime  Customs,  I have  had  access  to  the  separate  reports  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Customs  at  the  treaty  ports,  from  which  the  si0ners  of 
following  notes  are  taken  : — Customs. 


Tientsin. 

The  Commissioner  at  Tientsin  says  that,  eminently  satisfactory 
as  the  past  year  was,  when  compared  from  a revenue-yielding 
point  of  view  with  previous  years,  the  trade  of  1892  cannot,  on 
the  whole,  be  said  to  have  realised  the  bright  anticipations  with 
which  it  opened.  Foreign  merchants  and  native  dealers  alike 
have  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  regard  to  exports;  but 
imports  bear  a very  different  complexion ; since,  from  the  steady 
fall  of  exchange,  dealers  in  foreign  commodities,  unable  to  meet 
the  pressure  of  enhanced  prices  in  a market  already  somewhat 
overstocked,  have  had  to  be  content  to  unload  their  cargo  without 
tempting  fortune  further. 

The  native  importer  has  also  had  to  contend  against  an  even  Floods, 
more  serious  foe,  for  this  region  has  a^ain  been  a victim  to  floods 
nearly  as  disastrous  as  those  of  1890. 

A falling-off  is  noted  in  the  coast  trade. 

The  demand  for  woollen  goods  in  the  land  of  furs  is  confined 
to  the  weathier  classes,  and  declined  in  1892  by  25  per  cent.  In 
metals,  lead  increased  100  per  cent.  The  increased  value  of 
export  justifies  all  that  has  been  predicted  as  to  the  ever-growing 
importance  of  Tientsin  amongst  the  produce  marts  of  the  world. 

Lamb-skin  clothing  has  more  than  trebied  its  export  since 
1891;  but  this  trade  is  hard  hit  and  is  unlikely  to  recover; 
because  a supply  of  inferior  quality,  doctored  to  represent  the 
genuine  article,  was  created  at  enhanced  prices  to  meet  a large 
and  genuine  demand  at  reasonable  rates  on  the  London  market. 
Deterioration  in  quality  and  an  advance  of  50  per  cent,  in  price 
have  practically  killed  the  trade. 

Goats’  wool  fell  50  per  cent,  in  price,  owing  to  the  failure  of  Goats’  wool, 
the  principal  house  engaged  in  the  trade ; but  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a revival  on  even  a firmer  basis  than  before. 
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Furs.  Squirrel-skins  are  in  steady  demand,  possibly  on  account  of  an 

enormous  rise  in  the  price  of  seal-skins. 

Black  and  white  goat-skin  rugs  are  taking  the  place  of  the 
rapidly  disappearing  buffalo  robe  on  the  American  market,  where 
they  first  came  into  request  to  fill  a temporary  hiatus  in  the 
South  American  supply,  caused  by  the  troubles  in  Chile  and  Peru 
some  4 or  5 years  ago.  Now  they  have  entirely  supplanted  that 
Sheeps’  wool,  trade  and  fear  no  competition.  The  future  trade  in  sheep’s  wool 
seems  to  be  pregnant  with  immense  possibilities.  Its  production 
is  practically  inexhaustible,  and  the  demand  (in  which  America 
takes  the  lion’s  share  to  the  extent  of  95  per  cent.)  appears  to  be 
limitless. 

Stagnation  of  One  of  the  chief  reasons  assigned  for  the  stagnation  of  native 
trade6  import  iaiport  trade  is  the  failure  of  17  large  native  banks  at  Shanghai, 
whose  business  consisted  of  advances  to  local  exporters  of  native 
produce.  Several  large  cargo  steamers  arrived  carrying  material 
for  railway  construction  and  mining  gear. 

German  shipping  decreased  in  tonnage  by  nearly  50  ner  cent., 
whilst  Japanese  increased  100  per  cent.  Here  the  importation  of 
Indian  opium  is  on  the  increase ; but  that  of  the 
is  increasing  also,  and  is  said  to  represent  75  per  cent,  of 
whole. 

In  October  last  the  extension  of  the  railway  from  Ku-yeh  to 
Luan-chou,  20  miles  in  length,  was  completed  and  opened  to 
traffic — this  being  the  first  section  of  the  Imperial  Kailway 
intended  to  be  built  through  Manchuria  to  Moukden  and  Kirin, 
a total  length  of  about  550  miles  from  Ku-yeh. 

The  next  section  to  be  built  will  be  from  Shanhaikwan  to 
Chinchou,  110  miles.  Mr.  Kinder,  the  chief  engineer,  has  again 
surveyed  the  sections  from  Shanhaikwan  northwards  towards 
Kirin.  For  the  more  speedy  completion  of  the  work,  several  long 
bridges  will  probably  be  put  in  hand  at  an  early  date.  A steel 
bridge  2,100  feet  long  is  now  being  built  over  the  Luan-ho  at 
Luan-chou,  and  track-laying  is  going  on  north  of  that  river 
towards  Shanhaikwan,  so  that  it  is  anticipated  that  this  section 
will  be  ready  for  traffic  towards  the  end  of  1893. 

The  plan  approved  for  the  Manchuria  Kailway  provides  for  a 
branch  line  from  Newchwang  to  Moukden,  about  110  miles. 

From  the  experience  which  foreign  engineers  have  had  of 
railway  construction  in  this  country  it  is  said  that  the  Chinese  are 
unrivalled  in  the  skill  which  they  display  in  throwing  up  earth- 
works ; and  it  is  estimated  that  in  case  of  extreme  urgency  the 
whole  line  from  Shanhaikwan  to  Kirin  could  be  completed  in 
2 years. 
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The  Commissioner  at  Shanghai  writes  as  follows : — From 
much  of  what  one  heard  and  from  some  of  what  one  saw,  it  was  to 
be  inferred  that  the  end  of  a year  had  never  seen  Shanghai,  as  far 
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a§  the  foreign  community  was  concerned,  in  a sorrier  plight  than 

it  was  at  the  end  of  1892. 

There  have  been  very  heavy  losses  to  individuals,  some  firms  Beeline  in 
have  been  hard  pressed,  and  certain  businesses  have  suffered  to  trade- 
such  an  extent  as  to  bring  those  engaged  in  them  almost  to  want. 

This  is,  however,  entirely  the  result  of  speculations  beyond 
China  and  outside  the  ordinary  lines  of  China  commerce  ; for  as 
far  as  the  outcome  of  the  legitimate  commerce  of  the  port  is  con- 
cerned, neither  the  native  nor  the  foreign  business-man  has  any 
reason  to  speak  harshly  of  the  year.  Neither  is  it  to  be  antici- 
pated that  the  present  spirit  of  depression  will  have  a serious  or 
lasting  effect  on  trade ; though  doubtless  for  some  time  it  must 
have  a chilling  influence  on  the  public,  and  will  make  people  less 
inclined  to  venture  large  undertakings. 

The  profits  of  these  days  cannot  be  compared  with  those  of 
even  20  years  ago.  Now  people  do  not  expect  fortunes;  they 
are  content  with  competencies,  and  glad  to  get  them.  The 
merchant-princes  with  their  magnificent  hongs  exist  only  as  fossils  ; 
they  have  been  driven  to  extinction  by  the  demands  of  an  entirely 
changed  style  of  trading,  and  the  commission  agent  of  a former 
generation  now  serves  as  the  sole  foreign  connection  between 
western  manufactures  and  eastern  consumers. 

The  value  of  the  year’s  trade  is  somewhat  smaller  than  that  of  ^alue  of 
1891 ; but  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  other  than  ordinary  fluctua-  trade- 
tions,  due  to  no  special  influences,  and  having  no  extraordinary 
significance. 

Opium  shows  the  heaviest  decrease  in  imports.  American 
imports  have  fallen  nearly  30  per  cent,  below  1891  ; partly  owing 
to  large  stocks  of  piece-goods  being  in  hand,  a good  home  market 
in  the  spring,  and  a 45  per  cent,  rise  in  the  price  of  raw  cotton  in 
the  United  States  last  autumn.  The  tea  trade  has  not  improved  ; 
but  the  export  of  silk  has  been  up  to  the  mark,  and  the  export  of 
“ sundries  ” has  largely  developed,  e.g .,  skins,  furs,  mats,  and  rugs. 

Over  70,000  dog  skins  were  exported,  and  the  supply  is  equal  to 
an  increased  demand. 

The  average  tonnage  of  each  steamer  entering  the  port  shows  Tonnage  of 
an  annual  increase ; having  gradually  risen  from  760  tons  to  1,022  steamers., 
tons  in  the  past  10  years. 

An  Austrian  mail-service  from  Europe  via  Bombay  was  in-  Austrian 
augurated  in  March.  mail  service. 

Freights  have  been  low,  especially  for  kerosene  from  America,  heights, 
which  can  now  be  imported  at  a cost  of  50  per  cent,  less  than  in 
1891.  The  Yangtze  passenger  traffic  is  continually  increasing.  Export  of 
There  has  been  a large  export  of  gold  in  expectation  that  the  g°lcl- 
present  low  value  of  silver  will  not  be  permanent. 

Very  many  opium  smokers  have  discarded  the  dear  Indian  Opium.. 
opium  for  the  native  drug,  to  which  they  have  accustomed  them- 
selves. At  the  moment  there  is  in  the  port  the  largest  stock  of 
Indian  opium  on  record,  and  its  sale  is  rendered  very  difficult  on 
account  of  its  high  price.  During  the  year  some  15,000  ounces 
of  morphia  were  imported,  and  it  is  no  longer  regarded  ns  simply  Morphia, 
a “ foreign  medicine.5’ 

(1608)  B 2 
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The  immense  increase  in  the  output  of  the  Shanghai  Cotton 
Cloth  Company  is  worthy  of  note,  but  the  concern  is  not  yet  on 
a dividend,  paying  basis. 

Two  serious  wrecks  occurred  during  1890,  viz.,  those  of  the 
German  steamship  u Peking”  and  the  British  steamship  “Feinm.’* 
Both  were  the  result  of  collisions. 

The  Woosung  Bar  has  been  exceedingly  troublesome  this 
winter,  the  water  not  having  been  so  shallow  on  it  for  several 
years,  and  the  ordinary  channel  being  still  quite  unfit  for  the  use 
of  the  heavier  draught  vessels. 


Newchwang, 

The  customs  report  for  Newchwang  shows  a decrease  of 
revenue ; but  both  ordinary  and  extraordinary  causes  contributed 
to  this  result.  Natives  in  the  interior  are  to  a large  extent  de- 
pendent, in  the  absence  of  authentic  channels  of  information,  on 
carters  and  passing  travellers  for  their  news.  Last  winter  the 
troubles  in  Mongolia  and  Manchuria  afforded  the  itinerant  gossips 
an  inexhaustible  supply  of  awe-inspiring  tales.  Consequently, 
dealers  in  the  distant  towns  reduced  their  purchases  to  the  lowest 
limits  compatible  with  their  more  urgent  requirements  ; and  credit 
was  also  difficult  to  obtain.  Hence,  importers  of  foreign  and 
native  goods  alike  found  that  they  had,  on  the  opening  of  the 
river  in  the  spring,  large  stocks  unsold  upon  their  hands. 

Most  of  the  foreign  imports  come  from  Shanghai.  Coast- 
trade  duties  show  a marked  decline  ; exports  an  increase ; opium 
a decrease. 

The  export  of  native  produce  direct  to  foreign  countries  has 
augmented  by  over  39  per  cent. ; almost  all  going  to  Japan. 
Trade  generally  appears  to  have  decreased  and  languished  ; the 
items  of  export  and  import  are  of  insignificant  interest  to  British 
merchants.  > 

Russian  kerosene  has  declined  as  an  import,  but  the  American 
brands  have  largely  increased.  The  former  is  stated  to  be  badly 
packed  and  so  variable  in  quality  that  dealers  prefer  to  buy  cases 
bearing  well-known  American  marks. 

The  production  of  native  opium  is  reported  to  be  well  up  to 
the  average. 


Hankow. 

At  Hankow,  notwithstanding  a large  decrease  in  the  export 
of  tea,  of  which  trade  Hankow  is  the  great  centre,  there  was  an 
increase  in  the  total  exports.  The  decrease  in  tea  is  due  entirely 
to  the  recent  famine  in  Russia,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  year’s 
season  will  bring  the  supply  for  that  country  up  to  its  former 
standard.  As  usual,  the  Russian  demand  ruled  the  market  until 
the  prices  had  fallen  within  the  scope  of  London  quotations, 
which  were  unprecedentedly  low,  and  for  some  crops  the  prices 
realised  were  ruinous  to  the  tea  men,  none  but  the  best  teas 
fetching  over  Is.  per  lb. 
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Some  4,000  tons  of  coal  from  Japan  and  some  machinery  from  Coal. 
London  for  the  Viceroy  of  the  Liang*  Hu,  represent  the  imports 
direct  from  foreign  countries. 

A great  scarcity  of  cereals  over  the  eastern  provinces,  com-  Cereals, 
bined  with  abundant  crops  in  Hunan  and  Hupeh  gave  a strong 
stimulus  to  the  export  of  rice,  wheat,  and  beans.  Other  agri- 
cultural produce  shows  a marked  increase  ; but  the  export  of  silk  silk, 
has  greatly  fallen  off,  owing  to  an  overstocked  market  at  Shanghai 
and  high  prices  ruling  in  the  producing  districts. 

Three  steamers  arrived  carrying  machinery  and  other  materials  Machinery, 
for  the  Viceroy’s  industrial  works.  &c. 


Ningpo. 

A prosperous  year  is  reported  at  Ningpo  for  all  branches  of 
trade,  good  profits  having  accrued  both  to  merchants  and 
shipping.  Piece-goods,  medicines,  and  sugar  gave  the  best 
returns.  A very  hot  and  dry  summer  entailed  bad  rice  crops,  but 
other  crons,  especially  cotton,  were  so  good  that  the  district  could 
well  afford  the  larger  importations  of  rice.  Prices  of  foreign 
goods  were  higher  by  from  5 to  10  per  cent.,  but  the  increased 
cost  did  not  affect  the  demand.  No  year  has  shown  so  large  a 
total  value  of  trade  at  this  port  since  1874,  in  which,  and 
the  immediately  preceding  years,  values  were  greater,  not  on 
account  of  a larger  volume  of  business,  but  from  the  higher  prices 
of  the  principal  export — tea,  which  was  in  those  days  wrorth  fully 
double  its  present  value. 

The  customs  revenue  for  1892  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  Customs 
the  port,  showing  an  increase  under  every  head  except  tonnage  revenue, 
dues.  There  was  an  important  import  of  950  piculs  of  tin.  Tin. 
Ningpo  purchases  nearly  all  its  foreign  goods  at  Shanghai.  Rush-  Rush-mats 
mats  and  fishery  products  are  among  the  principal  local  produce  and  fishery 
exported.  Product6' 

Early  in  the  season  an  agreement  *was  made  between  the  Tea. 
Ningpo  tea  hongs  and  the  Shanghai  buyers  of  tea,  by  which  the 
shipments  of  Pingsuey  tea  were  to  be  limited  to  140,000  chests 
for  the  season.  It  followed  that  the  prices  realised  for  this  tea 
showed  some  advance  upon  1891,  and  dealers  made  a profit. 

Some  months  after  the  limit  fixed  by  the  agreement  had  been 
reached,  and  shipments  had  ceased  for  a time,  a surplus  quantity 
of  30,000  chests  was  exported,  with  the  result  that  prices  dropped 
to  a figure  at  which  no  profit  could  possibly  be  made. 

A very  noticeable  feature  in  the  export  trade  is  the  great  Raw  cotton, 
increase  in  shipments  of  raw  cotton,  dealings  in  which  were  very 
profitable.  The  import  of  kerosene  showed  a decrease;  almost  all  Kerosene, 
other  imports  an  increase,  notably  the  goods  of  the  Shanghai 
Cotton  Mill  Company.  An  important  trade  in  cotton  yarn  has 
sprung  up  very  quickly.  Importations  of  sugar  have  risen  both  Sugar, 
in  quantity  and  price. 

Shipping  statistics  at  this  port  are  of  no  great  importance  or  Shipping, 
interest.  Two  companies  run  each  one  steamer  on  alternate  days. 
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Two  steamers  have  easily  carried  all  the  freight  offered.  Hates  of 
freight  and  passage  have  doubled,  and  in  some  cases  have  been 
three  or  four  times  higher  than  in  1891,  with  the  effect  of  divert- 
ing  an  appreciable  amount  of  certain  kinds  of  cargo  to  sailing 
vessels. 

The  profit  realised  by  importers  and  exporters  is  put  down  at 
from  7 per  cent,  to  8 per  cent. 


Kiukiang. 

Trade  at  Kiukiang  appears  to  have  remained  for  three  years 
past  in  a regular  and  almost  stationary  condition,  offering  no 
striking  feature  beyond  the  continual  decrease  in  the  export  of 
tea.  Less  tea  has  been  produced,  consequently  less  has  been 
exported,  and  loss  to  the  revenue  has  been  the  natural  result. 

Wet  weather  at  the  critical  time  of  picking  and  firing  damaged, 
and  in  some  cases  spoiled  the  teas ; hence  the  tea  trade  was  bad, 
and  many  merchants  suffered  heavy  losses. 

The  general  trade  calls  for  no  special  observation.  Shipping 
is  monopolised  by  the  British  and  Chinese  flags,  the  former  of 
which  appears  to  preponderate  at  every  treaty  port  in  this 
country  excepting  Ningpo,  •where  the  Chinese  flag  is  carried  on 
the  majority  of  the  vessels  entering  and  clearing  from  the 
roadstead. 

The  condition  of  the  Yangtze  River  is  much  the  same  as  it  was 
when  described  in  1865  by  H.M/s  Consul,  and,  therefore,  offers 
no  novelty  upon  which  to  remark. 

Importation  of  opium  has  decreased,  but  for  no  apparent 
reason,  as  there  is  no  competition  of  the  native  drug,  which  is 
almost  unknown,  and  finds  no  market  in  this  district. 

The  year  was  uneventful  in  every  way  : the  summer  season 
was  particularly  hot  and  unhealthy. 

Chungking . 

The  Commissioner  at  Chungking  states  that  it  is  difficult  to 
give  full  and  accurate  accounts  of  the  trade,  which  has  only  been 
transacted  under  the  new  regulations  for  a year  and  a half.  Also 
it  must  be  remarked  that  only  a tithe  of  the  valuable  exports 
leaving  the  port  are,  so  far,  shipped  by  foreign-chartered  junks  : 
such  as  medicines,  hemp  and  sugar,  &c. 

In  general  terms,  the  season  of  1892  was  a fully  average  one 
from  an  agricultural  and  producing  point  of  view,  and  the  province 
of  Szechuan  would  have  enjoyed  another  period  of  the  prosperity 
for  which  that  most-favoured  region  is  so  renowned,  but  for  the 
calamitous  outbreak  of  cholera  which  carried  desolation  into 
thousetnds  of  local  homes,  and  spread  westwards  from  its  origin  in 
Chungking  with  increased  virulence. 

Thibet  sheep’s-wocl  has  become  an  important  article  of  export; 
Indian  yarn  and  Shanghai  cotton-cloth  are  the  most  rising 
imports. 
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But  few  accidents  to  shipping  are  reported,  notwithstanding  Shipping, 
the  dangers  of  navigation  encountered  amidst  the  rapids  of  the 
famous  gorges  of  the  Yangtze,  in  which  the  violent  July  freshets 
caused  a rise  in  the  river  of  exactly  50  feet  within  three  days. 

Some  of  the  junks  were  as  much  as  120,  140,  and  even  180  days 
out  on  the  voyage  from  Ichang. 

No  foreign  opium  was  imported,  the  consumers  being  entirely  Opium, 
contented  with  the  native  drug. 

In  miscellaneous  trading  profits  have  undoubtedly  been  made  Miscellaneous 
by  the  local  merchants,  and  in  no  instance  has  the  market  been  trading, 
absolutely  flat.  In  regard  to  export  products,  the  cry  has  been 
“Short  supply”  rather  than  the  reverse. 

Chungking  (2), 

I add  a few  notes  to  the  customs  report  on  Chungking 
from  that  of  PI.M.’s  Consul,  which  has  subsequently  come  in. 

The  Consul  notes  the  great  need  for  steam  launches  for  conveying 
goods  between  the  junks  and  the  city,  and  also  for  towing  junks 
on  the  river.  There  are  many  stretches  of  water  where  the  use  of 
steam-tugs  would  mean  a saving  of  days,  if  not  weeks,  to  junks 
windbound  on  the  way  up ; the  voyage  occasionally  occupying 
over  5 months,  and  rarely  being  accomplished  in  1 month.  The 
introduction  of  steamers  is,  indeed,  a “ sine  qua  non  ” of  any  great 
development  of  trade  at  this  port.  The  immunity  enjoyed  by 
the  1,200  junks  plying  amid  the  vaunted  perils  of  the  upper 
Yangtze,  confirms  the  opinion  that  full-powered  steamers  of  light 
draught  might  safely  run  between  Ichang  and  Chungking,  once  a 
proper  survey  had  been  made  of  the  channel. 

Chungking  is  the  great  trade  centre  of  the  province  of 
Szechuen,  where  all  the  large  dealers  have  their  head  offices,  and 
whither  come  almost  ail  exports  to  be  sorted  and  repacked. 

There  is  much  competition  in  cotton  piece-goods.  In  the  Cotton  piece- 
north-west  Russian  cloth,  stout  and  durable,  is  in  vogue  ; and  in  Soods' 
Yunnan  the  shops  are  full  of  French  cloths,  coming  on  pack 
animals  from  Tonkin  by  way  of  Mengtzu,  at  a cheaper  rate  than 
English  fabrics,  which  come  up  the  Yangtze.  There  is  a station 
of  the  Chinese  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  Mengtzu  where 
considerable  trade  exists,  which  may  be  affected  in  no  small 
degree  by  the  opening  of  a trade  route  from  Burmah.  In  speak- 
ing of  “foreign  sundries  ” as  imports,  the  Consul  observes  that 
“ pins  seem  to  be  unknown.”  This  will  at  once  strike  Europeans 
as  a very  curious  thing  and  as  a forcible  instance  of  the  possi- 
bilities of  trade  when  the  interior  is  really  open  to  foreign 
imports;  but  the  remark  applies  equally  to  the  whole  of  China, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  before  looking  to  large  and 
profitable  importations  of  goods,  which  foreigners  consider  as  in- 
dispensable necessaries  of  existence,  the  Chinese  must  be  brought 
to  view  them  at  least  as  a useful  convenience,  a thing  very  diffi- 
cult to  do  with  so  ultra-conservative  a people.  Pins,  walking- 
sticks,  and  many  articles  used  by  Western  nations  are  neither 
required  nor  desired  by  the  Chinese. 
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Matches.  The  Japanese  matches,  so  often  spoken  of  in  these  reports, 

sell  by  retail  at  less  than  one-sixteenth  of  a penny  per  box,  and 
local-made  sulphur  matches  are  even  one-third  cheaper  than  that 
very  low  price  ; but  the  latter  are  so  unpopular  that  the  officials 
interested  in  the  two  factories  where  the}7  are  made  have  tried  to 
push  their  sale  bv  establishing  a company  with  the  monopoly  of 
the  sale  of  all  matches  in  Chungking  for  25  years.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  the  people  will  permit  this  system  if,  as  is  probable,  it 
raises  the  price  of  imported  matches ; and,  of  course,  it  is  open  to 
any  foreign  merchant  to  nullify  it  by  entering  into  the  match 
business. 

Opium.  The  annual  export  of  Szechuen  opium  is  estimated  at 

5.250.000  lbs.  It  is  sold  retail  in  the  city  at  4s.  Id.  to  6s.  1 d. 
per  lb.  The  opium  shops  number  928  to  a population  of  about 

200.000  or  a little  over. 

The  Superintendent  of  Trade  issued  a proclamation  in  Sep- 
tember urging  the  people  to  grow  cereals  in  place  of  opium.  It 
io  still  on  the  walls,  in  sight  of  which  flourishing  fields  of  poppies 
bear  witness  to  its  futility. 

It  is  unlikely  that  cereals  will  be  grown  in  place  of  opium  so 
long  as  the  latter  crop  yields  a profit,  which  in  th’13  neighbour- 
hood exceeds  that  on  wheat  by  some  80  per  cent. 

The  Consul  gives  full  and  interesting  details  concerning  every 
branch  of  the  export  and  import  trade,  the  reproduction  of  which 
would  unjustifiably  exceed  the  limits  of  this  paper,  especially  as 
they  can  be  perused  in  the  original  report  by  those  desirous  of 
doing  so. 

Tiger  bones.  A curious  item  in  sundries  exported  is  tiger  bones.  It  is  not 
stated  for  what  purpose  they  are  used,  but  I presume  it  to  be  for 
the  fabrication  of  native  medicines. 

Tamsui, 

The  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Tamsui  reports  that  great 
prosperity  has  prevailed  in  all  departments  of  trade.  Values  and 
revenues  are  both  at  a high  level,  and  the  well-being  of  merchants 
has  not  been  so  prominent  for  many  years  past. 

Tribal  In  spring,  disturbances  were  active  on  the  savage  border  at 

disturbances.  Tokoham,  but  before  the  hot  weather  set  in  peace  was,  on  one 
side,  considered  to  have  been  restored,  and  official  report  was 
made  to  that  effect.  The  savages  do  not  appear,  however,  to 
have  concurred  in  this  settlement,  so  that  traffic  and  production 
have  not  yet  been  resumed  at  the  disturbed  points.  Still  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that,  in  course  of  time,  camphor  will  again 
come  from  the  Tokoham  country,  though  probably  in  diminished 
quantity.  General  import,  export,  and  coal  trade  duties  all  show 
an  increase,  and  the  loss  falls  on  opium  alone.  Most  of  the 
foreign  imports  come  from  Hong- Kong. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  a large  proportion  of  Tamsui  pro- 
ducts is  paid  for  in  specie,  and  that  the  local  demand  has  not 
stimulated  to  a greater  degree  the  general  import  trade. 

Colton  goods.  Cotton  goods  have  declined,  excepting  the  Japanese  cotton- 
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cloth ; the  import  of  lead  for  tea-packing  has  increased,  as  has  also  I^ead, 
the  quantity  of  kerosene  and  matches.  matches’  a”d 

In  1892  a strong  effort  was  made  to  push  the  trade  in  Russian  Kerosenc 
kerosene,  which  rose  to  60  per  cent,  of  the  amount  imported, 
whilst  in  1891  American  oil  represented  95  per  cent.  The 
Russian  oil  cases,  after  a shorter  voyage,  present  a cleaner  appear- 
ance on  arrival,  and  show  less  signs  of  leakage.  The  oil  can  be 
laid  down  at  about  ^ c.  a gallon  cheaper  than  the  lowest  priced 
American,  but  finds  a ready  sale  at  prices  closely  approximating 
those  of  the  latter.  Thus,  while  the  importer  profits  by  handling 
this  oil,  the  dealer  finds  it  no  less  to  his  advantage,  since  the 
small  consumer  makes  little  distinction  between  qualities.  Should 
it  be  found  possible  to  extend  to  this  port  the  plan  of  transport- 
ing and  storing  oil  in  bulk,  a great  increase  in  consumption  may 
be  looked  for. 

Prices  of  camphor  at  IIong-Kong  were  steady  until  the  end  Camphor, 
of  the  year,  when  a flurry  of  speculation  caused  a rise  in  the 
market,  which  was  increased  by  the  less  at  sea  of  a cargo  of  3,000 
piculs  from  Japan. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  reduce  the  amount  of  oil  and 
moisture  which  lower  the  value  of  the  camphor;  and  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  quality  of  Formosan  camphor  in  1893 
will  be  quite  equal  to  the  Japanese.  Even  with  the  present 
difference,  which  is  about  5 per  cent,  in  favour  of  Japanese,  the 
latter  cannot  compete  with  the  Formosan  product  for  the  Indian 
market,  which  is  estimated  to  require  about  8,000  piculs 
annually. 

Gold  is  exported  from  Formosa  as  the  result  of  river  washings.  Gold. 

The  sudden  freshet  accompanying  the  typhoon  of  September  6, 
besides  drowning  over  200  diggers,  appears  to  have  reduced  the 
possibilities  of  results  from  hand  workings,  and  the  introduction 
of  machinery  is  said  to  be  under  consideration. 

A large  quantity  of  foreign  opium  was  re-exported,  or  rather  Opium, 
returned  as  unsaleable. 

Of  the  opium  tax  collected  92  per  cent,  was  for  Persian. 

The  export  of  teas  has  increased.  During  the  middle  of  the  Tea. 
year  the  leaf  was  found  to  be  very  much  the  best  that  has  been 
offered  for  several  years.  Buyers  purchased  freely,  and  prices 
rose.  All  went  well  until  the  autumn,  when  a succession  of 
typhoons  stripped  the  tea  shrubs,  and  after  that  time  arrivals 
were  distinctly  inferior  in  quality  and  lower  in  value  accordingly, 
yet  shipments  showed  no  sign  of  falling-off,  and  at  the  end  of 
September  the  market  may  be  said  to  have  been  swept  bare, 
owing  to  the  abnormally  good  market  at  Amoy.  Most  of  the  tea 
goes  to  America.  Growers,  packers,  and  shippers  all  made  hand- 
some profits  on  the  year’s  harvest. 

Export  of  coal  declined  on  the  closing  of  the  Government 
colliery,  worked  by  foreign  machinery,  after  the  foreign  engineer 
in  charge  of  the  workings  had  been  dismissed  at  the  end  of  1891. 

The  railway  has  been  extended  south,  nearly  to  Hsin-chu  Kailway. 
(Teckcham  on  the  maps),  and  trains  now  run  from  Taipei  to 
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Kelung — 20  miles*  and  about  35  miles  to  the  south-west.  The 
line  is  very  popular  with  those  who  have  access  to  it. 

Kiungchovj. 

The  customs  report  from  Kiungchow  states  that  four  buoys 
have  been  laid  in  the  Hainan  Straits,  by  which  navigation  is 
rendered  more  secure.  On  the  other  hand,  the  telegraph  stations 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  centre,  south  and  west  of  the 
island,  and  all  the  gear  and  apparatus  shipped  to  Canton. 

Trade  has  been  satisfactory  on  the  whole,  sugar  merchants 
in  particular  having  made  profits  such  as  have  not  been  known 
for  years.  Crops  were  excellent. 

The  net  value  of  trade  was  1 per  cent,  higher  than  in  1891. 
The  revenue  from  opium  shows  a large  decrease ; but  all  other 
exports  and  imports  have  risen.  As  elsewhere  the  most  notable 
imports  have  been  Indian  yarn  and  kerosene  oil.  Pigs  and 
poultry  are  important  exports,  going  to  Hong-Kong,  whence  over 
13,000,000  of  fresh  eggs  were  also  sent. 

Seventeen  steamers  were  engaged  in  the  passenger  traffic  to 
Siam  and  the  Straits.  The  majority  of  the  shipping  is  British. 
The  import  of  foreign  opium  by  steamer  is  being  entirely  re- 
placed by  junk-borne  opium  from  Singapore. 

H.M.’s  Consul,  in  his  report  upon  the  trade  of  Kiungchow, 
mentions  that  the  annual  value  of  the  total  importation  of  Indian 
yarn  into  China  is  estimated  at  5,000,000/.  At  Kiungchow  there 
are  as  yet  no  factories,  and  all  the  yarn  is  made  into  cloth  by 
hand  in  the  cottages  of  the  peasantry,  where  the  women  labour 
at  this  work.  He  reports  the  opening  of  a large  French  match 
manufactory  to  compete  with  the  Japanese.  To  give  the  new 
matches  a start  they  were  protected  by  the  imposition  of  an 
import  duty  of  18  dol.  per  case  cn  Japanese  matches  imported 
into  Hanoi ; but,  at  the  present  rate  of  progress,  it  will  be  long 
" before  the  new  article  finds  its  way  to  the  markets  of  China, 
although  the  quality  is  excellent. 

The  very  small  number  of  female  emigrants  in  comparison 
with  males  points  to  the  conclusion  that  emigration  is  not  per- 
manent, and  this  argument  is  also  borne  out  in  other  ways.  In 
July  a British  steamer,  the  “ Flintshire,”  was  chartered  by  the 
German  East  Africa  Company  to  convey  Chinese  labourers,  and 
brought  to  Bagamoyo  direct  from  Singapore  240  Chinamen,  240 
Javanese  men,  and  25  Javanese  women.  These  men  were  to  be 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  cotton,  coffee,  cocoa, 
vanilla,  rice,  indigo,  and  perhaps  opium,  or  as  servants,  boatmen, 
smiths,  gardeners,  washermen,  and  cooks. 

At  Kiungchow  a telephone  has  been  set  up,  connecting  the  tele- 
graph office  at  Hoihow  with  the  Taotai’s  Famen,  3 miles  distant. 

Canton. 

The  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Canton  reports  that,  not- 
withstanding the  various  and  complex  causes  which  have 
adversely  affected  trade  and  its  natural  development,  the  statistics 
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for  1892  show  a small  gain  of  1 per  cent,  over  the  figures  for 
1891 — the  highest  hitherto  attained. 

There  are  three  striking  causes  which  cripple  trade,  or  Causes  of 
seriously  retard  its  natural  growth — (1)  the  interruption  of  the  dePression- 
transit  trade,  (2)  the  yearly  increase  of  octroi  levied  on  all  goods 
in  transit  through  the  city,  and  (3)  the  numerous  guilds,  farms, 
syndicates,  and  such  like  combinations,  which,  though  apparently 
useful  to  the  native  collectorate  in  securing  a fixed  annual 
revenue,  prove  a serious  burden  to  trade.  These  causes  will  con- 
tinue to  operate  until  the  junk  maritime  trade  is  placed  under  a 
regime  as  efficient  as  that  which  now  controls  the  Treaty  Port 
Customs. 

The  most  striking  features  of  the  year's  trade  are  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  transit  trade,  the  large  share  in  the  transport  of  piece- 
goods  and  kerosene  oil  taken  by  native  carriers,  the  diminished 
importation  of  rice  and  opium,  and  the  recovery  by  steamers  of 
the  carriage  of  tea.  On  the  whole,  the  trade  of  1892  is  said  to 
have  been  remunerative,  and  the  figures  given  are  instructive  in 
illustrating  the  extent  to  which  the  trade  and  prosperity  of 
Kwangtung  and  the  adjacent  provinces  are  capable  of  being 
increased. 

Despite  cheaper  freights  by  steamer  the  carriage  of  kerosene  Kerosene, 
oil  has  reverted  to  junks;  consequently,  what  Canton  has  lost  is 
riot  only  gained  by  Kowloon  and  Lappa,  but  the  total  import  of 
the  three  ports  shows  an  aggregate  increase  of  2,250,000  gallons 
over  the  totals  of  1891.  The  importation  of  matches  and  of 
Indian  cotton  yarn  increased  at  Canton,  but  not  at  the  three 
ports  taken  together.  Districts  in  Yunnan,  Kwangsi,  &c.,  which 
formerly  were  supplied  by  Canton,  are  now  finding  it  cheaper  to 
obtain  their  supplies  from  Mengtsz  and  Pakhoi. 

The  certified  value  of  merchandise  shipped  to  Hong-Kong  for  Value  of 
the  United  States  has  risen  from  3,500,000  dol.  in  1888  to  exPorts- 
5,500,000  dol.  in  1892,  chiefly  raw  silk  and  tea. 

The  matting  trade  at  Canton  is  important.  It  shows  a con-  Matting, 
siderable  decline.  Notwithstanding  reports  of  bnd  straw  crops 
and  strikes,  matting  was  very  cheap  during  the  season ; in  fact, 
the  competition  of  Japan  has  reached  such  proportions  that 
dealers  have  been  practically  helpless,  and  American  purchasers 
have,  for  the  first  time  on  record,  dictated  their  own  terms.  Some 
people  are  of  opinion  that  the  Canton  mattiDg  trade  will  not  long 
be  able  to  hold  its  own,  as  it  is  obvious  that  its  freedom  from 
taxation  gives  the  Japanese  product  a great  advantage  over  the 
Chinese,  which  is  taxed  to  the  extent  of  50  c.  per  roll  before 
shipment.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  premature  to  conclude  that 
this  industry  is  doomed  ; low  exchange,  cheap  freights,  and  the 
absence  of  an  import  duty  in  America  have  placed  the  article 
within  the  reach  of  all  and  greatly  extended  its  use. 

The  British  Hag  covers  85T7  per  cent,  of  the  total  tonnage  of  British 
shipping,  and  shows  a gain  over  previous  years.  percentage  of 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  increased  illicit  traffic  in  opium  by  ipJeSttraffic 
junk  from  Singapore,  Macao,  and  Hong-Kong.  Foreign  opium  in  opium, 
has  gone  up  in  price. 
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Farther  Notes . 

Since  writing  the  preceding  pages  further  material  has  reached 
me,  in  the  shape  of  other  reports  from  our  Consulates  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs  upon  the  trade  of  the  various  ports. 
The  following  further  details  appear  worthy  of  note : — H.M.’s 
Consul  at  Chinkiang  remarks  that  it  is  a striking  fact  that  greater 
advance  should  be  shown  in  the  trade  there  than  at  any  other 
port  in  China  in  1892,  a year  in  which  the  agricultural  distress  in 
the  neighbourhood  was  officially  reported  to  be  so  great  that 
Imperial  grants  were  bestowed  for  its  relief.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  people  in  this  part  of  China  are  in  a vastly  more  comfortable 
condition  than  those  in  the  northern  provinces,  where  the  same 
amount  of  distress  would  probably  not  have  been  regarded  as  very 
severe. 

Foreign  enterprise  has  done  little  or  nothing  to  foster  the 
development  of  trade  at  Chinkiang,  and  the  foreign  merchants 
seem  contented  to  stand  by  and  see  the  steady  absorption  by  the 
natives  of  the  business  which  formerly  was  entirely  in  their  hands. 

But  the  position  of  this  port  on  the  Yangtze  gives  it  many- 
natural  advantages  even  in  comparison  with  Shanghai.  It  is  ac- 
cessible to  ocean  steamers  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  and  at  all 
states  of  the  tides,  and  has  immense  capabilities  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  goods  into  the  interior  on  account  of  its  situation  at  the 
junction  of  the  Grand  Canal  with  the  Yangtze  River.  If  foreign 
imports  were  shipped  direct  to  Chinkiang,  a large  increase  in 
business  ought  to  follow.  Alluding  to  the  anti-missionary ; troubles 
of  1891,  the  Consul  says  that  there  is  now  more  tranquillity  and 
order  than  has  been  the  case  since  1889,  “ but  so  long  as  the 
Chinese  authorities  have  no  police  force  and  cannot  trust  their 
troops  to  act  against  a mob,  the  security  of  the  moment  cannot  be 
well  assured.” 

Our  Consul  at  Newchwang  fully  and  ably  explains  the  causes 
of  some  decline  of  trade  there,  particularly  in  imports;  and 
demonstrates  that  there  is  no  cause  for  astonishment  or  lamenta- 
tion thereupon. 

Silver,  almost  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  was  dear ; but  this 
was  not  in  proportion  to  gold,  but  to  the  copper  cash  currency  of 
the  district. 

The  proportion  of  opium  smokers  to  population  is  reported 
to  be  certainly  less  than  in  Central  and  Southern  China. 

Indian  sheetings  had  the  advantage  over  their  English  and 
Americal  rivals,  here  as  elsewhere,  of  not  being  rendered  dearer 
by  the  fall  in  exchange  during  the  year.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  Indian  yarn,  which  holds  so  conspicuous  a place  in  all 
these  reports. 

Japanese  matches  of  bad  quality  monopolise  the  trade 
in  this  article.  So  many  must  be  struck,  that  before  a light 
is  obtained,  their  cost  (to  the  foreigner  at  least)  becomes  greater 
than  that  of  the  best  Bryant  and  May’s.  It  may  be  noted  here 
that  the  Tonquin  newspapers  announce  the  establishment  of  a 
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match  factory  at  that  place,  with  the  object  of  competing  with 
Japan. 

The  large  importation  of  silks  and  satins  indicates  a greater  Silks  and 
amount  of  ease  and  luxury  than  one  would  have  imagined  to  exist  satins, 
in  the  wilds  of  Manchuria. 

The  increase  of  exports  is  really  astonishing.  The  annual  Exports, 
value  of  the  trade  in  beans,  bean-cake,  and  bean-oil  is  not  far 
from  1,500,000  sterling. 

In  shipping,  freights  were  low  and  profits  small.  Freights. 

No  sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  as  to  the  completion  of  the  Kailway  from 
railway  from  Tientsin,  which  continues  to  creep  towards  the  Tientsin, 
borders  of  Manchuria.  The  delay  in  its  construction  may  last  for 
years  more ; but  is  due  solely  to  want  of  funds  and  not  to  any 
opposition,  either  popular  or  official. 

A marvellous  extension  of  trade  is  confidently  anticipated  when 
the  railroad  shall  be  opened  between  Kirin  and  Newchwang. 

The  Commissioner  of  Customs  at  Amoy  considers  the  past  A favourable 
year  to  have  been,  on  the  whole,  fairly  prosperous.  Steady  and  year  at  Amoy, 
profitable  transactions  in  business  have  been  the  rule,  and  a 
general  feeling  of  satisfaction  has  been  the  result.  An  abundant 
harvest  was  gathered,  except  in  the  case  of  sugar. 

Russian  kerosene  arrived  from  Bntoum  for  the  first  time,  and  Kerosene, 
the  experiment  proved  successful.  The  tea  trade  of  the  year  was 
satisfactory  and  full  of  promise  for  the  future,  as  Formosa  teas 
are  becoming  more  and  more  appreciated  in  America. 

The  customs  report  for  Wenchow  records  a year  of  brisk  trade  Brisk  trade  at 
with  moderate  profits  and  no  failures  of  banks  or  mercantile  firms.  Wenchow. 

In  autumn  the  weather  was  so  dry  that  the  canals  were  exhausted 
and  irrigation  became  impossible ; hence  rice  rose  in  price.  Sea 
fish  were  very  scarce,  and  the  large  fishing  population  could  earn 
no  more  than  a scanty  livelihood.  Yet  the  net  value  of  trade 
never  was  higher,  nor  the  collection  of  customs  revenue  so  large. 

The  exportation  of  tea  increased  and  amounted  to  60  per  cent,  of 
the  total  exports.  This  trade  was  unremunerative  indeed ; but 
no  serious  losses  were  incurred,  and  a better  state  of  affairs  may 
fairly  be  anticipated  for  next  season. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  forms  an  important  and  growing  Leather, 
industry  in  the  city. 

Cloth  and  woollen  goods  have  not  much  chance  of  adoption  in  Cloth  an(* 
China,  where,  in  winter,  the  people  wear  wadded  clothing,  which  woollen goods, 
is  as  cheap  as  it  is  cumbrous. 

The  import  of  metals  is  likely  to  advance,  especially  in  the  Metals, 
item  of  iron  wire. 

Whilst  so  many  of  the  treaty  ports  show  an  increase  of  Exports  and 
exports  and  decrease  of  imports,  the  Commissioner  reports  the  imPorts* 
contrary  to  be  the  case  at  Ichang.  Goods  are  mostly  transhipped 
to  Chungking,  the  local  trade  being  insignificant. 

The  summer  was  the  hottest  on  record,  and  a long  drought  Floods, 
was  succeeded  by  floods  : in  July  the  river  rose  over  20  feet  in 
5 days,  many  parts  of  the  country  were  under  water,  and  the  crops 
on  low-lying  lands  were  entirely  swept  away. 
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In  the  customs  report  for  Tainan  it  is  stated  that  Japanese 
matches  have  taken  the  place  of  German  matches,  being  better  in 
quality  as  well  as  lower  in  price. 

The  demand  for  camphor  was  considerably  raised  by  the 
cholera  panic  in  Europe.  The  aborigines  who  raided  the  district 
of  Tokoham  destroyed  every  camphor-still ; but  large  tracts  of 
camphor  forest  have  been  opened  up  south  of  Tokoham,  which 
will  soon  improve  matters.  Some  tribes  which  the  Chinese  are 
trying  to  conciliate  by  largess  have  made  treaties  with  foreign 
firms,  allowing  them  to  build  stills — the  headmen  of  these  tribes 
receiving  a monthly  stipend  of  30  c.  for  each  still.  Such 
treaties  are  easily  ratified — a few  pigs,  supplemented  by  some 
samshu,  and  followed  by  a carousal  are  the  only  essential  require- 
ments. The  stills  are  poor  and  rough  ; but  it  would  be  most 
difficult  to  transport  cumbrous  foreign  stills  inland,  or  to  fix 
machinery  in  the  well-nigh  inaccessible  places  on  which  the 
camphor  trees  usually  grow.  Around  Chipchip  vast  forests  of 
camphor  trees  exist,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  soon  the  ban  of 
internal  disturbance  will  be  removed,  and  that  they  will  be  opened 
to  foreign  enterprise. 

The  savages  in  Formosa  appear  to  be  as  friendly  towards 
foreigners  as  they  are  hostile  to  the  Chinese. 

At  Chefoo  the  Commissioner  notes  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  distress  caused  by  the  Yellow  River  floods,  imports  would 
have  been  in  greater  demand.  He  notes  the  exportation  of 
23,494  felt  caps,  and  generally  a most  satisfactory  result  in 
exports,  which  show  an  increase  of  80  per  cent. 

The  direct  trade  with  Vladivostock,  formerly  in  the  hands  of 
a Japanese  Steamship  Company,  is  now  almost  entirely  monopo- 
lised by  the  Russian  flag;  it  consists  chiefly  in  seaweed  brought 
from  Russian  Manchuria. 

In  addition  to  a plague  of  locusts  and  many  floods,  six  and 
seven  breaks  occurred  early  in  the  autumn  in  the  west  side  of 
the  Grand  Canal  between  Tientsin  and  Lin-ch’ing,  where  a large 
stream  some  miles  in  width  flowed  northwards,  inundating  parts  of 
seven  districts  on  the  borders  of  Chihli  and  causing  widespread 
misery.  A large  quantity  of  rice  was  imported  for  famine  relief 
by  the  Imperial  Government. 

The  customs  trade  report  for  Foochow  records  a fairly  pro- 
fitable business  year.  Importers  appeared  satisfied  and  exporters 
fared  still  better.  In  tea  the  most  substantial  gains  were  those  of 
the  middlemen,  who  paid  low  prices  to  farmers,  and  obtained 
enhanced  rates  from  foreign  merchants.  Thus  the  planters  had 
no  share  in  the  profits — a circumstance  much  to  be  deplored. 

Almost  all  the  foreign  import  trade  is  carried  on  with  Ilong- 
Ivong. 

Within  6 years  the  export  of  Foochow  teas  has  diminished 
.50  per  cent.,  the  entire  decrease  being  due  to  Great  Britain. 
Many  tea  plantations  have  been  converted  into  paddy  or  rice  fields. 

The  comparatively  small  importation  of  silk  at  a place  con- 
siderable for  its  size  and  proportionate  importance,  and  known  for 
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the  number  of  its  wealthy  residents,  is  only  to  be  perhaps  ex- 
plained by  the  existence  of  a clandestine  traffic,  carried  on  in  such 
an  ingenious  manner  as  to  defy  detection. 

The  Commissioner  at  Swatow  gives  an  account  of  the  failure  Bwatmv  trade, 
of  the  sugar  crop  from  adverse  weather  in  the  autumn,  when  there 
was  a prolonged  drought,  followed  later  (when  not  half  the  crop 
had  been  gathered)  by  a spell  of  frost  and  cold  winds  which  did 
great  harm  to  the  mature  cane,  depriving  it  of  much  of  its  sap, 
and  robbing  what  sap  was  left  of  much  of  its  saccharine.  Every 
day,  as  more  of  the  cane  was  cut,  and  later  reports  came  in  from 
the  country,  the  outlook  seemed  to  grow  more  and  more  gloomy. 

The  smuggling  of  opium  overland  is  very  extensive  and  the  Opium 
profits  are  large  : but  the  journey  from  Szechuan  to  Swatow  smuggling, 
takes  about  3 months,  and  the  danger  to  the  porters  of  robbery 
on  the  road  is  not  small. 

Lappa . 

Lappa  is  not  a treaty  port,  and  we  have  no  consular 
officer  there ; but  its  trade  is  far  more  considerable  than  that  of 
many  of  the  open  ports,  and  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Customs  is  worthy  of  notice  on  that  account. 

He  states  that,  since  1890,  the  volume  of  trade  has  receded  Volume  of 
somewhat  from  the  high  figure  reached  in  that  year,  although  the  trade* 
rice  crops  were  sufficiently  abundant  to  allow  a reduction  in  the 
cost  of  this  food  supply  from  outside  of  fully  3,000,000  dol. 
which  should  have  been  available  for  the  purchase  of  other  com- 
modities. The  decline  in  commerce  is  probably  to  be  attributed 
to  the  serious  losses  sustained  by  Chinese  capitalists  in  this 
province,  which  have  resulted  from  disastrous  speculations  in 
Hong- Kong. 

The  annually  increasing  importation  of  opium  from  Singapore  Increased 
direct  into  the  south-western  districts,  where  it  evades  duty,  is  importation  of 
rapidly  supplanting  that  which  has  to  bear  the  customs  and  likin  Singapore”1 
taxation. 

A still  more  serious  influence  is  the  removal  of  trade  from  Decline  of 
Macao.  The  important  marts  of  Chantsun  and  of  the  Tungkun  Macao* 
district  now  find  it  more  profitable  to  draw  the  bulk  of  their 
supplies  of  cotton  yarn  from  Canton,  than  as  hitherto  from 
Macao.  Chinese  also  aver  that  the  cost  of  food  products  in  Macao 
has  increased  fully  20  per  cent,  during  the  past  2 years.  Removals 
have  consequently  been  numerous,  rents  have  fallen,  the  retail 
trade  has  declined,  and  the  inhabitants  find  their  expenses  rapidly 
increasing,  while  the  means  of  meeting  them  are  no  less  rapidly 
declining.  Macao  not  being  a terminus  of  ocean-going  steamers, 
goods  passing  through  it  to  all  parts,  but  those  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  incur  the  expense  of  one  landing  and  one  shipping 
more  than  would  be  necessary  were  the  goods  sent  by  way  of 
H ong-Kong.  So  long  as  wages  and  the  cost  of  living  were  con- 
siderably lower  in  Macao  than  at  IIong-Kong,  this  additional 
burden  could  be  disregarded  ; but  as  they  rise  it  becomes  a serious 
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handicap.  For  this  reason,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  advantages  of 
the  markets  both  in  China  and  abroad  which  can  be  obtained  at 
Hong-Kong,  the  tendency  of  trade  is  to  gravitate  to  that  port. 

The  general  account  of  exports  and  imports  much  resembles 
those  of  other  ports,  and  presents  few  particulars  of  special 
interest.  The  sole  export  showing  an  increased  value  of  any 
importance  is  that  of  cocoons.  There  was  a fall  in  the  export  of 
white  raw  silk,  owing  to  the  closing,  in  consequence  of  unprofit- 
able business,  of  two  out  of  the  three  filatures  at  Macao.  The  tea 
trade,  though  such  as  remains  was  not  unprofitable  in  1892, 
steadily  declines  annually,  both  in  quantity  and  in  prices  realised. 
The  shipping  consists  entirely  of  junks. 

There  is  no  decline  in  the  amount  of  opium  consumed,  but 
only  in  the  quantity  which  pays  duty.  Extensive  smuggling  of 
prepared  opium  is  carried  on  by  organised  bands,  numbering  from 
30  to  40  men,  fully  armed  with  repeating  rifles.  This  opium  is 
prepared  in  Macao,  conveyed  across  to  Lappn,  and  carried  over- 
land to  Shikki,  whence  it  goes  by  boat  to  Canton.  It  is  com- 
puted by  competent  authorities  to  aggregate  fully  300  chests 
a year,  irrespective  of  what  is  smuggled  by  junks,  concealed  in 
crates  of  fish  or  in  jars  of  soy;  and  though  it  has  not  seriously 
affecled  Lappa  trade,  it  can  scarcely  have  failed  to  have  materially 
affected  the  amount  of  import-paying  duty  at  Canton. 

The  territorial  officials  are  concerting  measures  to  repress 
these  armed  bands,  and  if  energetic  action  be  taken,  a consider- 
able diminution  in  this  illicit  traffic  should  undoubtedly  result, 
and  a source  of  danger  to  the  peace  of  the  district  be  removed. 

Previous  reports  have  mentioned  emigration  from  Macao  to 
Mexico  and  Honolulu.  In  1892  emigration  was  started  to  the 
Congo  Free  State  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 

On  September  28  the  German  steamship  “ Wustan  ” sailed 
for  that  country  with  536  male  labourers,  the  wife  of  one  of  them, 
and  six  lads  who  accompanied  their  fathers.  These  men  were 
engaged  for  work  on  a railroad  to  be  constructed  from  the  port  of 
Matadi  eastwards.  They  were  supplied  with  a passage  to  the 
Congo,  and  from  the  date  of  arrival  there  are  to  receive  45  fr.  a 
month  wages,  with  food  and  lodging  free,  during  three  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  will  be  conveyed  back  to  China,  or  if 
they  desire  to  remain,  will  be  granted  400  fr.  in  lieu  of  passage. 

In  February  it  became  known  that,  driven  to  desperation  by 
distress,  a considerable  body  of  men,  under  the  leadership  of  T’an 
Yun-Ch’ing  and  other  members  of  the  Triad  Society,  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  a mountainous  and  thickly-wooded  tract  of 
considerable  extent,  known  as  Ta-jen-shan,  on  the  borders  of  the 
Sanning,  Yanping,  and  Yeunchun  districts,  and  had  there  raised 
the  standard  of  revolt.  They  attracted  so  many  recruits  that  they 
were  reputed,  at  one  time,  to  number  some  thousands ; they 
robbed  and  plundered  much  of  the  vicinity,  and  even  threatened 
the  important  city  of  Yeungkong. 

Some  500  troops  were  despatched  from  Canton  to  co-operate 
with  the  local  train-bands  in  attacking  them  by  land,  and  gun- 
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vessels  were  sent  to  protect  the  coast  and  prevent  the  insurgents 
from  escaping  by  sea.  Though  the  latter  appear  to  have  been 
well  supplied  with  foreign  arms,  the  contest  was  an  unequal  one, 
and  after  some  severe  fighting,  in  which  the  Government  troops 
had  many  killed  and  wounded,  the  movement  had  been  entirely 
crushed  before  the  end  of  March. 

Corea . 

Corea,  though  not  Chinese,  comes  within  the  scope  of  these 
reports,  since  H.M/s  Minister  at  Pekin  is  accredited  also  to  that 
country,  and  the  Consul-General  at  Soul  is  responsible  to  him. 

The  latter  officer  has  reported  that  the  foreign  trade  of  Corea  Loss  of  trade, 
has  fallen  short  to  a considerable  extent  of  that  of  1890  and  1891. 

The  declared  value  of  the  shipping  trade  has  also  declined  5 per 
cent,  or  6 per  cent.,  but  shows  an  increase  of  30,000  tons.  The 
shipping  is  almost  exclusively  Corean,  Japanese,  and  Russian. 

A large  number  of  Chinese  and  Coreans  go  every  spring  to  Emigration. 
Vladivostock,  where  there  is  at  present  a large  demand  for  labour 
on  the  new  Siberian  Railway. 

River  steamers  will  commence  running  from  Chemulpo  to  River  traffic. 
Soul  this  year,  under  Chinese  management ; they  promise  to  be 
a successful  venture  as  well  as  a great  boon  to  travellers. 

The  great  cost  of  transport,  amounting  to  8 d.  or  9 d.  per  mile  Transport, 
for  a ton,  is  the  chief  bar  to  the  development  of  the  agricultural 
resources  of  the  country.  This  could  be  remedied  by  building 
practicable  roads — a remark  which  equally  applies,  in  a great 
great  measure,  to  most  parts  of  China  also.  At  present  surplus 
produce  finds  no  outlet,  and  this  tends  enormously  to  foster  the 
apathy  and  indolence  strongly  characteristic  of  the  Coreans. 

In  exports  there  is  a falling-off  of  200,000/.  in  value,  or  rather  Exports, 
more  than  30  per  cent. 

The  commercial  prosperity  of  Corea  requires  good  harvests 
locally,  and  bad  harvests  in  Japan.  In  1892  the  contrary  was 
the  case,  and  extreme  drought  caused  much  distress. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  export  of  hides ; but  this  wa§ 
unfortunately  due  to  an  epidemic  of  rinderpest.  The  fishing 
season  was  a remarkably  good  one,  and  great  quantities  of  dried 
fish  were  sent  to  Japan.  The  manufacture  of  paper  was  an  im- 
portant industry,  the  better  qualities  being  almost  as  strong  as 
cloth.  The  house  floors  are  carpeted  with  oiled  paper,  which 
stands  the  wear  and  tear  of  years.  Rain-clothes,  tobacco-pouches1* 
hats,  and  numerous  other  articles  are  also  made  of  paper.  Gold, 
leaves  the  country  in  considerable  quantities. 

The  value  of  imports  exceeds  that  of  exports  by  16  per  cent..  Imports. 

In  1892  there  was  a decrease  of  20,000/.  value  of  imported  goods* 

American  kerosene  is  the  chief  import;  Russian  oil  is  losing 
ground,  in  consequence  entirely  of  bad  packing. 

Recent  British  imports  of  cotton  piece-goods  have  been  found  British 
to  be  heavily  sized,  and  inferior  in  every  respect  to  earlicj  ; cotton  piece- 
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The  Consul-General  goes  on  to  describe  the  unsatisfactory 
working  of  the  ad  valorem  duties  system  in  Corea,  and  states  that 
“ 99  out  of  100  invoices  are  cooked  in  the  most  open  manner,  and 
the  amounts  declared  fall  short;  of  the  actual  values  by  some 
20  per  cent,  at  least.” 

The  Chinese  tariff  is  much  more  liberal  as  regards  duty-free 
goods  than  the  Corean,  only  five  articles  being  free  in  the  latter 
tariff,  against  33  in  the  former.  In  Corea  the  most  trifling 
articles  pay  a 5 per  cent,  customs  duty,  and  this  leads  to  a great 
amount  of  petty  smuggling,  annoyance  to  foreigners,  and  extra 
work  for  the  customs  officials. 

No  returns  of  the  frontier  trade  are  forthcoming. 

One  cause  of  the  financial  depression  in  Corea  is  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  currency,  which  is  steadily  depreciating,  and 
is  so  fluctuating  in  value  as  to  cause  serious  embarrassment  to 
foreign  merchants.  A new  mint  has  been  built,  however,  at 
Chemulpo,  for  the  issue  of  standard  silver  coins  as  well  as  nickel 
and  copper  and  brass  coinage,  of  which  specimens  have  already 
been  struck.  The  metal  comes  ready  prepared  from  Japan,  and 
all  that  this  costly  establishment  has  to  do  is  to  stamp  and  mill 
the  coins,  which  could  be  done  at  a trifling  expense  in  Japan. 
On  the  whole,  the  new  mint  promises  to  cause  heavy  loss  to  the 
Corean  Government ; the  new  coins  may  be  used  for  paying 
officials  and  the  troops,  to  whom  the  Government  is  heavily  in 
debt ; but  it  is  doubtful  how  far  the  people  will  accept  willingly 
the  new  coinage.  Customs  dues  are  payable  in  Mexican  dollars 
and  Japanese  yen,  of  which  a comparatively  large  amount  is  in 
circulation,  fully  satisfying  the  requirements  of  the  country. 
Already,  after  striking  off  only  60,000  dol.  worth  of  coins,  work 
has  been  stopped  at  the  mint,  and  it  is  said  that  the  whole  of  the 
issue  is  to  be  melted  and  reminted,  uas  objections  have  been 
raised  in  certain  high  quarters  to  the  inscription  they  bear.” 

H.M.’s  Consul-General  admits  that  the  financial  condition  of 
Corea  is  in  a very  bad  state  ; but  he  does  not  consider  reform  to 
be  impossible,  since  it  is  evident  that  the  King  is  anxious  to  do 
all  in  his  power  towards  developing  the  resources  of  his  country. 

Amongst  the  enterprises  due  to  the  personal  energy  of  the 
King,  and  supported  by  his  private  funds,  are  a paper  manu- 
factory, a match  factory,  mulberry  gardens,  and  silk  looms,  a 
model  farm,  a powder  mill,  an  arsenal,  a steamer  company,  foreign 
schools,  and  a hospital,  the  mint,  an  army  drilled  in  foreign 
fashion,  &e.  Unfortunately,  it  appears  that  not  one  of  these 
undertakings  has  been  carried  to  a successful  issue,  excepting 
the  school,  which  still  continues  to  exist.  The  failure  of  all  these 
experiments,  which  have  cost  a fortune,  is  attributed  to  the  system 
that  has  been  adopted,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  under  proper 
conditions  success  should  not  have  attended  almost  all  of  them. 

Corea  contains  gold  enough  to  be  worked  at  a profit,  if  con- 
cessions and  royalties  are  kept  at  a moderate  figure.  The  actual 
debts  of  the  country  are  trifling,  and  the  present  local  taxation 
would  yield  a fair  revenue  if  honestly  managed.  The  agricultural 
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capabilities  of  the  land  are  considerable,  not  more  than  half  of  the 
available  ground  being  at  present  under  cultivation,  and  the 
export  of  grain  could  easily  be  increased  tenfold  if  roads  were 
made  for  bringing  it  to  the  sea  coast. 

In  spite  of  many  and  great  drawbacks,  there  is  a gradual  and  Improvement, 
steady  improvement  in  the  aspect  of  affairs,  which  it  may  be 
hoped  will  continue,  and  possibly  increase. 

Mengtsz, 

Mengtsz  is  not  an  open  port;  but  its  trade  has  become  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  a Commis- 
sioner of  Customs,  who  reports  thereupon  as  follows  : — 

Mengtsz  imported  in  1892,  for  distribution  through  the  pro-  imports : 
vince,  cotton  yarn  to  the  extent  of  84  per  cent,  of  the  whole  Cotton  yarn ; 
import  trade  in  merchandise  of  foreign  origin  with  the  colony  of  coffinwood5* 
Hong-Kong,  a large  quantity  of  raw  cotton  from  the  Delta  of  tobacco, 
the  Red  River,  and  coffin  wood  from  the  forests  south  of  the 
Chinese  frontier,  these  two  latter  forming  89  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  import  trade  with  Tonkin.  Cantonese  prepared  tobacco 
represented  82  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports  from  China  via 
Hong-Kong.  Nearly  two-thirds  of  this  large  indebtedness  was 
repaid  by  a large  exportation  of  tin  (mined  within  50  miles  of  Export : 
the  city),  which  amounted  to  84  per  cent,  of  the  total  exports.  Tin. 

Such,  in  a few  words,  are  the  salient  features  of  the  trade  at 
Mengtsz  during  the  third  complete  year  of  its  international 
history.  They  show  that  the  province  holds  an  independent 
position  as  regards  the  manufacture  of  cloth ; that  its  agricultural 
resources,  though  limited,  are  sufficient  to  furnish  sustenance  to 
its  inhabitants  ; and  that  a small  portion  of  its  mineral  wealth 
can  go  far  to  purchase  the  raw  materials  for  clothing,  provide 
the  modest  luxury  of  good  tobacco,  and  help  to  secure  decent 
burial  for  the  dead. 

The  year  1892  was  a prosperous  one,  and  showed  a gain  of  1892  a 
23  per  cent,  in  the  net  value  of  trade  in  comparison  with  1891.  prosperous 

The  twelvemonth  was  not  distinguished  by  making  new  ^g*ckg 
records,  excepting  in  the  heavy  losses  inflicted  on  shipping  and  r 9* 
freightage,  the  number  of  wrecks  being  over  30,  and  the  capital 
lost  in  cargo  on  the  wrecked  junks  being  very  considerable. 

As  there  is  no  system  of  insurance  on  the  xdver,  shipwreck  Navigation  of 
means  a dead  loss  to  the  parties  involved.  Navigation  up  the  Red  River. 
Red  River  appears  to  be  more  dangerous  than  down  stream,  so 
that  the  principal  losses  consisted  of  valuable  cargoes  of  foreign 
imports  destined  for  the  interior.  The  <e Pekin  Gazette” 
recorded  that,  from  the  dire  work  of  freshets  in  the  Red  River 
16  districts  in  the  province  suffered  so  severely  from  floods  that 
the  Emperor  ordered  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  appropriate 
100,000  taels  for  relief  of  the  destitute.  A large  consignment  of  Machinery, 
machinery  was  imported  under  Government  orders. 
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The  export  of  tea  showed  a gain  of  61  per  cent.,  and  there 
; was  also  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  export  of  buffalo  horns, 
hides,  and  feathers ; nevertheless,  the  balance  of  trade  against 
Mengtsz  is  still  growing. 

The  transit  pass  is  very  flourishing,  and  covers  four-fifths  of 
the  whole  imports,  amounting,  as  it  does,  to  nearly  1,000,000  taels 
in  value. 

Three  provinces,  including  Kweichow,  now  buy  imports  from 
Mengtsz,  and  in  Yunnan  alone  66  administrative  cities  and  26 
market  towns  and  salt-wells  have  dealings  with  the  port,  giving 
additional  proofs  of  its  generally  flourishing  state.  Junks  only 
come  into  the  port,  but  from  inland  no  less  than  103,955  ponies 
and  mules  reported  at  the  custom-house  with  cargo  during  1892. 
There  is  no  trade  in  treasure  nor  in  foreign  opium. 

The  plague  committed  its  usual  ravages,  its  victims  number- 
ing from  1,000  to  2,000,  according  to  different  estimates. 

Several  new  Chinese  firms  engaged  in  the  frontier  trade  have 
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If  new  treaty  ports  are  opened  in  China  the  ones  now  under 
review  will  naturally  be  the  first  on  account  of  the  importance  of 
their  already  existing  trade.  The  last  that  I have  to  mention  is 
Lungchow,  where  a Commissioner  of  the  Imperial  Maritime 
Customs  is  stationed,  who  reports  generally  in  the  following 
sense  : — 

The  character  of  the  trade  is  purely  local  with  Tonkin,  and 
no  more. 

The  Phulangthuong-Langson  Kailway  (70  miles)  was  an- 
nounced to  be  completed  in  April ; but  only  20  miles  of  it  were 
in  running  order  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  no  one  is  now 
willing  to  predict  when  the  remaining  50  miles  will  be  con- 
structed. Until  this  is  done  the  commerce  of  Lungchow  must 
remain  of  a local  and  insignificant  nature. 

In  June  the  country  round  Thatke  and  Caobang  was  unusually 
disturbed  and  infested  with  bandits,  who  caused  much  inter- 
ruption to  trade. 

The  business  done  at  Lungchow  is  at  present  of  little  or  no 
interest  to  foreign  merchants,  and  there  is  no  indication  of  its 
becoming  in  any  way  of  appreciable  importance. 

The  sugar  produced  in  the  district  is  of  very  good  quality, 
and  finds  a ready  sale  at  Canton,  in  spite  of  its  original  price 
being  doubled  by  the  cost  of  freight  and  taxation. 

The  French  and  Chinese  officers  appointed  to  make  maps  of 
the  frontier  line  from  P’ing-erh-kuan  to  the  Yunnan  border  had 
completed  their  work  in  June.  Square  pillars  are  to  be  set  up 
later  as  boundary  stones,  marked  “Frontiere  sino-annamite.’, 

The  positions  of  Lungchow  and  Mengtsz  are  not  given  on  all 
maps  of  China,  but  they,  and  the  other  places  mentioned  in  the 
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reports  concerning  them,  may  be  found,  if  required,  on  the  map  French  and 
facing  page  557  of  the  Imperial  Maritime  (Chinese)  Customs  for  Chinese 
1890.  (London  : P.  S.  King  and  Co.,  King-street,  Westminster.)  officers- 

Hong-Kong  {Kowloon), 

Although  Hong-Kong  belongs  to  'the  British  and  not  to  the 
Chinese  Empire  any  notice  of  the  China  trade  would  be  neces- 
sarily incomplete  without  some  mention  of  the  important  com- 
merce of  the  adjoining  port  of  Kowloon,  where  a Commissioner 
of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  is  stationed. 

The  Commissioner’s  reports  for  1891  and  1892  have  just  come 
in,  and  the  following  information  is  extracted  from  them : — 

There  are  two  causes  which  influence  the  customs  revenue  Customs 
at  Kowloon,  without  indicating,  however,  the  real  prosperity  or  revenue- 
depression  in  the  trade  of  the  district.  Firstly,  the  quality  of  the 
harvests  in  the  countries  from  which  the  neighbouring  portions  of 
the  Kwantung  province  draw  the  supply  of  rice  needed  to  make 
good  their  own  deficiencies,  namely,  Siam,  Cochin  China,  and  the 
Yangtze  Valley.  Secondly,  the  fiscal  measures  adopted  by  the 
provincial  authorities  to  increase  their  own  revenue  by  evading 
the  trammels  imposed  upon  them  by  treaty  provisions,  with  the 
result  of  driving  the  carriage  of  goods  from  foreign  to  native 
vessels,  and  vice  versa,  according  as  the  one  or  other  channel  is 
the  more  favourable. 

Special  taxes  on  imports  and  exports  are  levied  from  time  to 
time  for  the  construction  of  forts  and  the  provision  of  guns  for 
the  defence  of  the  coast,  and  are  discontinued  as  soon  as  these 
wants  have  been  supplied. 

A large  decline  in  the  importation  of  native  salt  is  noted.  Salt. 

This  trade  is,  however,  essentially  an  official  enterprise  not 
governed  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  commerce. 

The  greatest  check  to  the  development  of  the  junk  trade  with  jUnfc  trade. 
Hong-Kong  is  the  insecurity  arising  from  the  danger  of  piratical 
attack  in  the  neighbouring  waters.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  pirates 
exist  in  any  numbers  as  a class  and  with  no  ether  occupation. 

Most  of  the  robberies  at  sea  are  committed  by  the  crews  of 
junks,  which  peacefully  pursue  their  avocation  as  ordinary  traders 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  only  take  to  piratical  enter- 
prises when  temptation  offers,  and  the  chances  of  escape  seem 
tolerably  in  their  favour. 

In  1892  there  were  fewer  complaints  of  piratical  attacks  upon  Less  pirating, 
junks  than  in  previous  years.  The  routes  are,  however,  still  far 
from  secure,  especially  among  the  deep  bays  to  the  eastward,  and 
trade  is  hampered  and  deflected  from  some  of  its  natural  channels 
in  consequence.  This  evil  will  continue  until  the  coast  is  better 
policed  and  a general  disarmament  of  junks  can  be  enforced,  and 
until  the  existing  facilities  for  obtaining  surreptitious  supplies  of 
arms  are  checked. 

The  decline  in  the  importation  of  foreign  opium  has  been  Opium. 
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heavy  and  general,  owing  to  three  causes,  viz. : (1)  the  increase 
in  the  quantity  brought  by  junks  from  Singapore  to  Hainan  and 
the  adjacent  coasts;  (2)  the  advance  in  price  during  1892  ; and 
(3)  an  increase  in  smuggling  into  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pearl 
River. 

At  the  three  ports  of  Canton,  Lappa,  and  Kowloon  the 
falling-off  has  been  nearly. 3,000  piculs,  and  at  the  six  ports  in 
the  province — Swatow  to  Pakhoi — over  4,000  piculs.  Junks 
can  select  their  own  points  of  debarkation  along  the  coast,  and 
the  sums  they  have  to  pay  to  make  good  their  footing  on  landing 
are  certainly  less  than  the  regular  duty  and  likin.  The  trade 
through  this  channel  will  increase  to  the  detriment  of  the  regular 
revenue  until  it  has  been  brought  under  proper  fiscal  control. 

The  rise  in  price  of  foreign  opium  has  attracted  to  the 
province  increased  quantities  of  the  native  drug ; and  as  the 
latter  has  now  established  a foothold  it  need  not  cause  any 
surprise  if  the  import  of  foreign  opium  in  the  southern  provinces 
should  continue  to  decline,  as  it  has  been  doing  for  some  years 
past  in  the  North  of  China. 


General  Remarks . 

There  is  not  much  to  add  in  the  way  of  general  remarks  upon 
the  foregoing  summary  of  reports,  which  has  been  contracted 
within  the  narrowest  limits  of  abstract  and  epitome. 

The  first  point  which  strikes  the  most  casual  peruser  of  the 
accounts  of  the  present  China  trade  is  the  prodigious  develop- 
ment of  the  kerosene  oil  business.  Its  present  importance  and 
certain  increase  prove  that  all  possible  augmentation  of  supply 
and  means  of  transport  is  certain  to  be  remunerated  with  profit 
and  success.  On  the  whole  the  American  oil  seems  most  in 
favour  up  to  date ; but  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Russian  brand 
should  not  compete  fairly  with  its  rival. 

Secondly,  the  immense  increase  of  the  importation  of  Indian 
yarn  into  China  must  be  noted ; because  it  is  rapidly  driving  the 
Manchester  article  entirely  out  of  the  market.  The  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  silver  must  be  held  to  be  in  great  measure 
accountable  for  this  result.  The  importatiou  of  cotton  goods  has 
largely  decreased  because  the  demand  for  foreign  manufactures  is 
being  gradually  replaced  by  importing  the  raw  material.  This  is 
one  of  the  prominent  commercial  features  of  the  year  under 
review  all  over  the  East,  including  Japan.  English  cotton 
piece-goods  have  to  battle  also  with  most  serious  competition  in 
the  shape  of  manufactories  in  the  interior,  and  notably  with  the 
“ Shanghai  Cotton  Cloth  Company,”  the  success  of  which  will,  in 
all  probability,  find  various  imitators. 

The  Shanghai  mills  are  turning  out  an  ever-increasing 
quantity  of  goods,  which  are  readily  purchased,  and  appear 
daily  to  advance  in  popularity.  I have  myself  visited  the 
factory,  and  was  much  impressed  by  the  skill  of  the  Chinese 
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operatives  in  handling  the  machinery  and  working  the  entire 
business  without  the  immediate  supervision  of  European  foremen. 

It  has  been  questioned  whether  foreigners  have  the  right 
under  treaty  to  establish  manufactories  even  within  the  limits  of 
the  foreign  concessions ; and  certainly  they  have  no  right  to  do 
so  away  from  the  treaty  ports.  But  it  is  a marked  characteristic 
of  the  Chinese  nature  to  object  in  the  first  instance  to  every 
proposal  on  the  part  of  Europeans  and  to  refuse  all  requests  made 
by  them.  On  the  other  hand  they  accept  with  tacit  and  complete 
resignation  anything  in  the  shape  of  a “ fait  accompli,”  consider- 
ing that  when  a thing  is  actually  done  there  is  no  more  to  be 
said,  and  that  it  is  useless  to  make  any  further  opposition. 

At  Shanghai  the  cotton  mills  have  been  built,  not  in  the 
foreign  concession,  but  outside  its  limits,  and  one  actually  across 
the  river.  Two  of  them  are  founded  exclusively  on  Chinese 
capital,  and  are  exclusively  in  Chinese  hands ; the  third — a 
cotton  ginning  factory — is  partly  Chinese,  partly  Japanese,  and 
partly  European.  By  the  aid  of  the  native  capital  and  influence 
enlisted  in  the  concern  it  has  been  able,  so  far,  practically  to 
ignore  the  official  protests  against  what  may  have  been  irregular 
in  its  proceedings  with  regard  to  site,  &c. ; whilst  enjoying  the 
advantage  of  occupying  ground  for  which  the  rent,  if  any,  is  very 
small,  and  evading  the  payment  of  municipal  and  other  taxes  which 
would  be  levied  if  the  premises  were  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
concession. 

Where  Chinese  officials  are  concerned  in  the  proprietorship 
and  management  of  industrial  concerns,  the  profits  are  seldom 
considerable,  excepting  to  themselves ; but  it  is  evident  that 
English  manufactures  cannot  easily  compete  against  native  goods 
produced  under  such  favourable  circumstances  as  those  above 
described,  particularly  with  labour  so  cheap  as  it  is  in  this 
country. 

The  Chinese  take  kindly  to  factory  work,  the  sameness  and  Opium, 
regularity  of  which  agrees  admirably  with  their  natural  disposition. 

After  a short  apprenticeship  they  are  well  able  to  dispense  with 
the  assistance  of  European  workmen,  whom  they  are  glad  to  get 
rid  of  as  soon  as  they  have  learned  all  that  they  require  to  know. 

This  is  proved  daily  at  Tientsin  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire, 
where  skilled  foreign  instructors  are  summarily  dismissed  without 
compensation  when  the  high  officials  who  have  engaged  them  think 
that  their  services  are  no  ionger  indispensable. 

The  decline  in  the  importation  of  Indian  opium  will  please 
those  moralists  who  so  strongly  oppose  it,  and  so  earnestly  advocate 
the  complete  extinction  of  the  trade.  It  may  possibly,  however, 
not  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  decrease  in  this  import 
is  supplied  by  the  cheaper  Persian  and  native  drugs,  the  im- 
portation and  production  of  which  are  largely  increasing. 

Now  the  Indian  drug  is  unquestionably  purer  and  less  noxious 
in  its  effects  than  the  inferior  qualities  with  which  it  is  mixed  or 
which  take  its  place.  If  smokers  are  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
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cheaper  and  worse  kinds  they  will  consume  more  in  order  to 
make  up  for  the  want  of  the  better  and  stronger  quality. 

Opium  smoking  is  a habit  so  ingrained  in  the  Chinese  that  it 
will  not  be  abolished  by  the  exclusion  of  one  particular  sort,  and 
if  the  wealthier  and  upper  classes  are  driven  to  use  the  inferior 
opium  it  naturally  follows  that  a corresponding  deterioration  of 
mental  and  physical  health  must  ensue. 

It  is  a known  fact  that  the  vile  mixtures  of  sesamum  seed  and 
opium  of  the  poorest  and  worst  quality  used  by  the  lower  classes 
have  far  more  deleterious  consequences  than  the  pure  Benares  or 
Malwa  opium,  reserved  as  a luxury  for  the  rich.  The  importation 
in  one  year  of  over  15,000  ozs.  of  morphia  at  Shanghai — not  for 
medicinal  purposes,  but  instead  of  opium — is  a very  significant 
point  in  this  argument. 

The  exclusion  of  the  best  opium  from  the  market  resembles  to 
a great  degree  what  might  happen  were  the  importation  into 
England  of  good  French  cognac  to  be  prohibited  on  grounds  of 
temperance  and  morality  ; whilst  inferior  brandies  were  coming  in 
from  other  quarters  to  supply  the  want  of  the  better  stimulant, 
and  the  manufacture  of  inferior  native  spirits  increasing  in  pro- 
portion to  the  lack  of  an  article  to  which  well-to-do  people  are 
accustomed. 

The  rapid  development  of  the  trade  in  matches  indicates  a 
good  opening  for  the  British  manufacturer.  At  present  the 
majority  of  the  enormous  population  of  China  use  flint  and  steel, 
but  the  use  of  matches  is  increasing  daily  in  favour,  and  all  that 
is  required  for  a successful  competition  in  this  branch  of  commerce 
is  the  production  of  a fairly  good  article  at  a very  cheap  rate. 
The  Japanese  matches  now  holding  almost  exclusive  possession  of 
the  market  are  a poor  imitation  of  the  Swedish  safety  match ; 
but  the  boxes  are  flimsy,  and  the  matches,  which  light  only  on 
the  box,  fail  in  five  cases  out  of  six  to  ignite  even  there,  and  the 
composition  which  is  intended  to  kindle  them  very  quickly  wears 
out  under  the  unsuccessful  attempts  at  procuring  combustion. 
Their  cost  is  infinitesimal,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  above  reports ; 
but  if  a fairly  good  article  could  be  imported  at  a reasonably 
cheap  price  it  ought  to  be  able  to  drive  this  worthless  commodity 
out  of  the  market. 

The  difficulties  to  be  encountered  are  the  cost  of  distant 
transport  for  explosive  material,  and  the  fact  that  the  Chinese 
are  so  accustomed  to  the  very  cheap  Japanese  matches  that  it 
might  be  difficult  to  convince  them  that  a dearer  and  better  article 
would  come  cheaper  in  the  end.  The  Japanese  matches  cost 
one-third  of  the  price  of  the  goods  which  they  imitate. 

At  Tientsin  there  is  an  Anglo-Chinese  match  factory,  which 
does  a good  local  business;  but  whereas  the  Japanese  will  hardly 
light  at  all,  the  Tientsin  matches  are  highly  explosive,  and  almost 
dangerous;  the  boxes  are  also  rickety  and  slight,  soon  coming  to 
pieces  if  carried  about. 

Everyone  in  any  way  interested  in  trade  with  China  must 
have  noticed  with  concern  the  serious  decline  in  the  commerce  in 
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tea,  and  the  threatened  extinction  of  that  industry,  owing  to  com- 
petition from  India  and  Ceylon,  and  excessive  inland  taxation. 

[As  has  been  said,  Her  Majesty’s  Minister  at  Pekin  has  had  the 
matter  unofficially  represented  to  the  Ministers  of  the  Tsungli 
Yamen  ; but]  so  intense  is  Chinese  apathy,  and  so  unwilling  are 
the  authorities  to  accept  foreign  advice,  even  in  their  own 
interests,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  will  take  any  steps  to 
revive  this  ancient  and  important  national  industry,  famous  and 
remunerative  as  it  has  been  up  to  the  present  day. 

As  Pekin  is  not  open  to  foreign  trade  it  can  hardly  be  Pekin, 
appropriately  spoken  of  under  the  heading  of  this  paper.  Still,  a 
few  general  observations  may  not  be  entirely  out  of  place. 

The  vast  plain  in  which  the  capital  is  situated  contains  a 
dense  population,  both  in  the  numerous  large  towns  and  villages 
and  in  the  country,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  agricultural 
fertility.  Horses  come  from  Mongolia,  also  sheep  in  large 
quantities. 

For  years  past  a railway  has  been  projected  from  Tientsin  to 
Tungchow,  with  an  extension  to  Pekin.  If  the  construction  of 
the  line  is  ever  realised  a great  impetus  will  be  given  to  trade ; 
for  the  present  mode  of  transport  by  boat  and  by  cart  is  cumbrous 
and  slow. 

The  large  population  contains  many  men  of  wealth,  apart 
from  the  Court,  and  the  rich  mandarins,  merchants,  and  eunuchs 
evince  a readiness  to  purchase  foreign  goods,  especially  clocks, 
watches,  carpets,  and  fancy  articles.  Foreign  traders  would 
obtain  remunerative  prices  for  such  wares,  for  the  rich  Chinese 
will  pay  any  price  for  “ articles  de  luxe.” 

To  the  foreign  community  resident  in  Pekin  its  connection 
by  rail  with  the  port,  and  the  existence  of  some  competition  in 
trade  would  prove  a great  boon.  During  the  winter  months  all 
communication  with  the  outside  world  is  cut  off,  and  not  even  the 
smallest  parcel  can  be  brought  nearer  than  Shanghai  until  the 
opening  of  the  river  in  March.  Two  small  general  stores 
monopolise  the  business  done  with  foreigners,  who  have  to  pay  as 
much  as  100  per  cent,  over  cost  price  for  all  the  ordinary 
necessaries  of  life.  This  tells  heavily  when  it  is  considered  that 
butter,  cheese,  salt,  flour,  tinned  vegetables,  and  provisions  of  all 
kinds  are  extensively  used;  few,  excepting  a small  number  of 
missionaries,  being  able  to  adapt  themselves  to  Chinese  food. 

Were  the  capital  more  easy  of  access  travellers  would  be 
attracted  in  large  quantities,  and  more  shops  and  hotels  would  be 
required  for  their  accommodation;  kerosene  oil  and  matches 
would  command  a ready  sale. 

It  i3,  however,  possible  enough  that  foreign  merchants  might 
not  find  it  expedient  to  attempt  trade  on  a large  scale  in  Pekin, 
even  were  the  city  open  to  the  enterprise.  Exports  go  direct  to 
Tientsin  for  shipment  from  the  local  centres  of  production,  and 
native  dealers  would  probably  succeed  in  keeping  the  bulk  of 
imports  in  their  own  hands  and  making  it  impossible  for  foreign 
traders  to  undersell  them. 


40 


CHINA. 


Wool  trade. 


Messrs.  Jardine  and  Matheson  have  built  a house  here,  but  the 
company  does  no  business  in  Pekin. 

There  ought  to  be  a good  opening  for  the  sale  of  cutlery,  if 
English  makers  would  adopt  Chinese  models,  from  which  the 
natives  will  not  depart. 

Colonel  Howard  Vincent,  M.P.,  who  visited  Pekin  about 
two  years  ago,  took  home  some  specimens  of  the  most-used  articles, 
such  as  scissors,  razors,  knives,  &c.,  with  a view  to  suggesting 
that  Sheffield  manufacturers  should  produce  them  for  sale  in  this 
country,  but  I have  not  hitherto  heard  of  any  practical  outcome 
therefrom.  « 

In  compiling  the  above  summary  I have  endeavoured  to  give 
a general  and  descriptive  account  of  the  China  trade  and  matters 
connected  with  it,  avoiding  statistics,  of  which  voluminous  tables 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Consular  and  customs  reports  and  in  the 
returns  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

The  general  conclusion  as  to  the  entire  foreign  trade  of  China 
has  been  already  given  above  under  the  head  of  “ Customs 
Reports,”  and  may  be  finally  summarised  as  follows. 

The  year  1892  showed  an  increase  in  foreign  trade,  and  a 
further  development  of  exports  and  imports  may  be  expected  in 
the  future. 

The  principal  features  of  the  year  were : The  disadvantages 
caused  by  the  great  depreciation  of  silver,  which  occasioned  a 
decrease  of  customs  revenue  (except  in  export  duties),  and  a 
falling-off  in  the  quantity  of  staple  goods  landed  and  shipped. 

The  decline  in  the  import  of  Indian  opium,  metals,  and  cotton 
goods.  The  increase  in  importation  of  woollens  and  sundries, 
Persian  opium,  Indian  yarn,  matches,  coal,  and  sugar. 

The  immense  and  growing  importance  of  the  trade  in 
kerosene  oil. 

The  decrease  and  waning  character  of  the  tea  trade,  and  a 
falling-off  in  the  export  of  raw  silk.  The  higher  value,  generally, 
of  exports  from  China,  including  an  increase  in  the  shipments  of 
gold,  sheep  and  camels5  wool,  and  miscellaneous  articles. 

Lastly,  the  continuous  increase  in  the  shipping  employed  in 
trade. 

Notwithstanding  the  several  drawbacks  under  which  commerce 
has  laboured,  and  the  serious  disadvantages  which  have  caused  a 
decline  in  certain  branches  of  trade,  it  may  be  concluded  that 
1892  was,  on  the  whole,  a favourable  and  prosperous  year  for  the 
China  trade,  and  that  prospects  for  the  future  are  encouraging  and 
satisfactory. 

The  discursive  and  somewhat  unconnected  order  of  this  paper 
is  the  consequence  of  the  disjointed  and  erratic  manner  in  which 
the  materials  for  it  came  to  hand,  and  the  short  time  at  my  disposal 
for  compiling  the  report. 

I should  not  omit  to  revert  to  the  great  and  growing 
importance  of  the  trade  in  sheeps5  wool  from  Northern  China, 
described  above.  It  is  evident  that  this  commerce  may  well 
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assume  huge  dimensions  and  become  one  of  the  principal  exports 
of  Manchuria  and  Mongolia. 

On  this  subject  Her  Majesty’s  Consul  at  Tientsin  says  that 
every  year  wool  is  collected  from  more  and  more  remote  regions 
from  Mongolia,  the  province  of  Kansu h,  and  Northern  Thibet. 

It  is  all  brought  to  the  town  of  Kuei  Hwa  Cheng,  the  great 
entrepot  for  wool,  where  it  is  repacked  and  dispatched  to  Tientsin. 

The  difficulties  of  transport  are  great : sometimes,  when 
camels  are  scarce,  wool  has  to  be  left  at  Kuei  Hwa  Cheng  for 
6 months,  waiting  for  the  next  season,  when  camels  can  be 
obtained. 

The  natives  up-country  exercise  no  care  in  sorting  or  packing 
the  wool ; dirt  and  sand  are  wilfully  mixed  into  the  strands ; and, 
although  the  foreign  merchants  at  Tientsin,  who  buy  by  weight, 
deduct  for  all  the  dirt  thrown  out  by  the  cleaning  machines,  still 
the  practice  continues,  and  a large  quantity  of  sand  is  transported 
in  the  wool  from  distant  localities  to  Tientsin,  at  a cost  of  some- 
thing like  15s.  per  cwt. 

In  sorting  out  the  sheep’s  and  goats’  wool  a small  lump  is 
occasionally  found  of  exceedingly  fine  quality,  which  would 
command  a high  price  if  it  could  be  obtained  in  any  quantity ; 
but  the  first  hands  who  collect  the  wool  in  the  remote  west  have 
not  yet  found  it  worth  their  while  to  separate  the  different  sorts. 

Some  years  ago  half-a-dozen  merino  rams  were  sent  up  to 
Mongolia.  It  speaks  much  for  the  expertness  of  the  New  York 
customs  officials  that  in  due  course  they  detected  the  improvement 
in  the  wool,  and  made  enquiries  as  to  whether  merino  wool  was 
exported  from  Tientsin. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  the  carpets  made  locally  of 
sheep’s  and  camels’  wool  would  be  more  largely  exported  than  is 
actually  the  case.  The  cheapest  quality  cost  about  4id.  per  square 
foot. 

There  are  no  regular  factories,  the  makers  work  in  their  own 
houses,  and  it  is  seldom  that  more  than  one  carpet  is  made  at 
once. 

Left  to  themselves  the  Chinese  work  in  the  same  groove,  and 
make  no  attempt  to  improve,  but  under  foreign  supervision  much 
better  work  could  be  turned  out.  With  artistic  designs,  fast 
colours,  and  a neater  finish  there  is  little  doubt  that  a very 
superior  article  could  be  produced,  and  with  such  cheap  materials 
and  labour  it  seems  as  if  a profitable  trade  could  be  developed. 

In  his  account  of  the  railway  to  Kirin  the  Consul  at  Tientsin  Railways, 
remarks  that  at  the  outset  it  was  announced  that  the  railway 
would  be  a purely  commercial  undertaking,  managed  entirely  in 
the  interests  of  the  shareholders  ; but  from  the  beginning  the 
Chinese  public  was  shy  of  investing  its  money,  and  the  railway 
company  could  not  come  into  existence  without  official  support. 

The  necessary  capital  was  subscribed  by  a limited  number  of 
officials,  and  except  that  the  shareholders  derive  an  uncertain 
return  from  their  investment  the  company’s  section  is  virtually  a 
Government  line.  No  accounts  are  issued  showing  the  working 
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expenses  or  the  net  receipts*  which  may,  however,  be  estimated  to 
be  nearly  equal. 

The  office  staff  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  business.  At  the 
head  office  in  Tientsin  there  are  over  100  clerks,  most  of  them 
forced  on  the  directors  by  importunate  friends,  and  the  stream  of 
appointments  keep  pace  with  the  development  of  the  line. 

It  is  not  likely  that  the  financial  success  of  Chinese  lines  will 
ever  prove  a stimulus  to  railway  extension. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Government  intend  to  retain  control  of  all 
lines,  whether  they  are  built  with  public  or  private  money. 

At  Tientsin  there  is  an  important  manufactory  of  Portland 
cement,  with  an  output  of  300  tons  per  week,  all  of  which  is  used 
at  the  various  works  of  the  Imperial  Government,  viz.,  harbours, 
forts,  Yellow  River  embankment,  railways,  arsenals,  &c.  There 
are  also  naval,  military,  and  engineering  schools,  as  well  as  a 
private  school,  where  some  50  boys  are  taught  English.  So  great 
is  the  demand  for  those  youths  that  they  are  tempted  away  from 
the  school  before  they  have  completed  the  course,  to  be  employed 
in  merchants’  offices  and  on  the  railway,  and  they  command  wages 
which  a clerk,  whose  knowledge  was  confined  to  Chinese,  could 
not  aspire  to. 

H.M.’s  Consul  at  Ningpo  reports  that  the  use  of  foreign 
machinery,  worked  by  hand,  for  the  cleaning  of  cotton,  is 
becoming  general,  and  that  last  year  some  300/.  worth  of 
Japanese  made  hand  machines,  costing  from  2/.  35.  to  3 l.  5s.  each, 
were  sent  into  the  interior  from  Ningpo.  A steam  cotton- ginning 
mill  has  been  established  for  3 or  4 years  on  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  has  worked  with  constant  and  increasing  success.  The 
works  have  recently  been  enlarged  and  new  machinery  added ; 
the  daily  output  is  400  piculs ; there  are  76  machines,  each  cost- 
ing about  10/.  The  work  is  carried  on  day  and  night:  by  day 
by  three  Japanese  machinists,  76  men,  and  from  120  to  150 
women  and  children ; by  night,  three  Japanese  machinists  and 
110  men.  The  Japanese  receive  each  20  dol.  per  month,  the 
men  20  c.  per  diem,  and  women  and  children  10  c.  per  diem.  The 
profits  average  10,000  dol.  to  15,000  dol.  per  annum. 

The  real  currency  of  China  is  silver.  At  the  southern  ports 
the  Mexican  dollar  is  in  use ; but  not  at  Shanghai  or  in  other 
parts,  where  taels  (otherwise  known  as  sycee)  are  the  currency  in 
vogue.  These  consists  of  shoe-shaped  lumps  of  silver  of  various 
purity  and  corresponding  value.  Those  used  in  Pekin  are  cast 
or  moulded  in  private  melting-houses,  and  are  stamped  by  the 
bankers  who  issue  them.  In  China  there  is  no  Government 
supervision  of  banking.  For  all  small  transactions  the  token 
copper  cash  currency,  issued  by  the  Government,  is  in  universal 
use.  During  the  Taiping  Rebellion  the  supply  of  copper  from 
the  mines  was  cut  off,  and  Pekin  was  deprived  of  the  means  of 
issuing  cash.  A serious  crisis  occurred,  and  paper  money  of 
nominal  value  was  at  a discount,  whilst  copper  coin  rose  to  a 
premium,  and  was  scarcely  to  be  obtained.  The  Imperial  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  struck  a large  quantity  of  iron  cash,  which  they 
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attempted  to  force  upon  the  people.  The  latter  forcibly  resisted, 
and  there  was  almost  a revolution  in  the  capital.  The  spurious 
iron  cash  was  flung  indignantly  and  broadcast  into  the  mud  or 
dust,  which  lies  a foot  deep  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  it  is 
picked  up,  almost  in  handfuls,  to  this  day  by  children,  who  use  it 
as  a plaything. 

The  Chinese  carry  strings  of  copper  cash  for  their  daily 
expenditure  (5  cash  = 1 c.,  so  that  500  cash  = 1 dol  = about 
25.  lOd). 

The  silver  sycee  is  made  to  value  10  taels  in  the  north  and 
50  taels  at  Shanghai  and  in  the  south  (1  tael  = about  3s.  Sd.  at 
present).  It  can  be  cut  up  into  smaller  values,  and  is  weighed, 
and  sometimes  assayed,  in  business  transactions ; as  is  also  the 
Mexican  dollar  in  places  where  it  is  not  usual  currency. 

Paper  notes  are  also  extensively  used,  varying  in  value  from 
1 tias  (10  c.)  up  to  1,000  taels.  Bank  notes  are  also  subject  to 
no  Government  supervision  whatever,  and  are  issued  by  private 
banks  of  any  and  every  kind,  the  only  security  being  the  indi- 
vidual credit,  private  or  public,  enjoyed  by  the  issuer.  Men  have 
been  known  to  start  a bank,  and  even  to  issue  bank  notes,  with  a 
capital  of  not  much  over  10/.  sterling. 

In  Pekin  there  are  four  great  Chinese  banks,  known  as  i(  the 
4 Hengs.”  They  act  more  or  less  in  co-operation,  and  rule  the 
money  market  to  no  small  extent.  They  have  existed  and 
flourished  for  over  1(J0  years,  and  so  good  is  their  credit  that 
they  enjoy  a practically  unlimited  power  of  note  issue,  which 
gives  them  immense  advantages  in  holding  specie  until  the 
market  is  favourable. 

Notes  issued  and  accepted  are  stamped  with  the  “ chop 99  or 
seal  of  every  bank  through  which  they  pass,  the  “ chop ,J5  being 
an  acceptance  of  responsibility  for  the  value  indicated  on  the 
bank  note.  Thus,  forgeries  or  repudiations  can  be  quickly  and 
easily  traced  to  their  origin. 

The  Bourse  or  Stock  Exchange  at  Pekin  is  conducted  in  a 
charmingly  primitive  and  original  manner.  Shortly  after  dawn  a 
number  of  the  principal  financiers,  or  their  representatives,  meet 
in  the  Chinese  city,  and  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  and  current 
values  for  the  day  by  mutual  consultation,  bidding,  and  delibera- 
tion. A flock  of  carrier  pigeons  is  then  liberated  to  carry  the 
quotations  to  the  principal  banks  throughout  the  capital  before 
they  open  their  doors  for  business. 

The  native  bankers,  however,  have  not  been  slow  to  discover 
that  foreign  financiers  were  ahead  of  themselves — by  means  of 
the  telegraph — in  knowledge  of  the  rates  of  exchange,  and  quickly 
availed  themselves  of  the  same  method  of  communication. 

The  rate  of  interest  on  loans  is  from  8 per  cent,  to  15  per 
cent.,  according  to  the  security  given ; in  cases  such  as  loans  to 
members  of  the  Imperial  household,  as  much  as  20  per  cent, 
would  be  charged. 

A large  amount  of  gold  comes  to  Pekin  as  dust  from  the 
washings  on  the  Chinese  side  of  the  Amoor  River,  and  partly 
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smuggled  across  the  Russian  frontier.  It  is  melted  down  in 
Pekin  in  the  shape  of  small  bars  of  10  taels  weight,  about  the 
size  of  a sponge-cake  finger  biscuit,  and  has  nominally  a percentage 
of  98J  pure  gold. 

The  recent  severe  fluctuations  in  exchange  have  produced 
much  gambling  in  gold  here,  and  doubtless  elsewhere  in  China. 
Foreign  bankers  buy  gold  bars  to  remit  home  in  lieu  of  bills  of 
exchange.  By  this  system  of  “ legitimate  banking  ” every  trans- 
action is  covered  at  once.  Native  bankers  cannot  do  this,  so  that 
they  hold  the  gold  till  its  value  is  favourable  to  them,  trusting  to 
luck  that  the  exchange  may  not  go  against  them  before  they  are 
forced  to  part  with  their  bullion.  The  native  banker  has  this 
advantage  over  his  foreign  competitor,  that  the  latter  must  pur- 
chase gold  at  its  present  real  value,  whilst  the  former  issues  paper 
to  the  full  amount  of  his  credit,  and  retains  the  gold  until  it  is  at 
a premium. 

In  Pekin  there  must  be  a huge  amount  of  hoarded  gold,  for 
the  officials  who,  in  many  cases,  make  very  large  fortunes  out  of 
their  places,  buy  gold  bars  and  secrete  them,  fearing  to  put  their 
money  into  banks  because  their  superiors  would  discover  its  exist- 
ence and  confiscate  the  whole  of  it.  Consequently,  the  officials 
are  ready  to  pay  a considerable  premium  for  gold  bars,  and  the 
Pekin  market  for  gold  always  ranges  from  1 per  cent,  to  2 per 
cent,  higher  than  that  of  Shanghai.  When  silver  is  very  cheap, 
and  gold  correspondingly  dear,  the  possessors  of  these  hoards  of 
gold  realise  a part  of  their  property  and  buy  in  again  on  the 
recurrence  of  a low  market. 

In  Pekin  there  are  hardly  any  large  general  wholesale  firms  ; 
almost  all  the  business  is  confined  to  shops. 

Corean  The  principal  wealth  of  Corea  is  in  its  fisheries,  of  which 

fisheries.  there  is  an  interesting  account  in  the  Trade  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Customs  at  Fusan.  In  1892  the  fisheries  yielded 
enormously  rich  returns  to  both  Japanese  and  Coreans.  Extra- 
ordinary large  numbers  of  cod  and  herring  were  netted  daily 
during  the  season ; and  in  December  the  shoals  of  sardine  caught 
on  the  east  coast  were  phenomenal — so  excessive,  indeed,  that 
level  ground,  desirable  for  drying  the  fish,  previous  to  exportation 
as  manure  to  Japan,  was  insufficient.  In  the  vicinity  of  Neshan, 
45  miles  north-east  of  Fusan,  even  the  hills  were  strewn  with  the 
fish,  the  smell  emanating  therefrom  being  powerfully  malodorous. 

The  nets  used  are  of  very  inferior  make,  otherwise  many  more 
fish  could  be  caught.  Several  Japanese  schooners  were  chartered 
by  natives  to  convey  the  manure  to  Japan,  the  native  boats  being 
too  few  and  too  small  for  the  abundant  freight,  and  too  unsea- 
worthy to  risk  encounters  with  the  sudden  storms  so  common  on 
this  coast  during  the  winter  months. 

Value  of  The  value  of  the  foreign  trade  in  China  is  estimated  at 

foreign  trade  237,684,000  taels  (51,745,787/.  10s.)  for  the  year  1892. 

Conclusion  Although  some  branches  of  commerce  are  languishing,  and 

some  of  the  ports  do  not  show  prosperity  in  business,  there  seems 
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to  prevail,  on  the  whole,  a fairly  satisfactory  state  of  things  from 
a mercantile  point  of  view. 

The  proverbial  “ Pagoda  Tree5’  does  not  shed  fortunes  as  of 
yore,  but  steady  and  plodding  industry  meets  with  success,  and  at 
any  time  the  day  of  progress  may  dawn,  new  avenues  of  trade  be 
created,  new  ports  be  opened,  and  channels  of  trade  penetrate 
into  the  interior.  When  such  a day  arrives  a golden  era  of  com- 
mercial activity  must  also  commence,  and  the  first  to  reap  the 
advantages  of  supplying  the  vast  demands  of  this  country  will 
naturally  be  those  who  have  already  an  established  trade  with 
China. 
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My  Lord,  San  Salvador,  June  30,  1 893. 
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I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  S.  CAMPBELL. 
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SALVADOR. 


Trade  and 
commerce. 


Gold 

standard. 


Revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Imports. 


Exports. 


Telegraphs. 
Telephones 
and  cable. 


During  the  year  1892  trade  has  gradually  decreased,  until 
to-day  there  is  a general  crisis.  The  cause  of  this  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs  is  due  first  to  the  high  rate  of  exchange,  which 
has  risen  from  33  per  cent,  to  63  per  cent.  Secondly,  the  bank- 
rate  of  interest,  which  at  the  beginning  of  1892  was  9 per  cent., 
is  now  at  24  per  cent. ; and  thirdly,  to  the  rise  in  duties  and  the 
effort  made  by  the  Government  to  bring  into  force  the  gold 
standard. 

On  October  21,  1892,  a law  was  passed  adopting  the  gold 
standard.  The  Government  strenuously  endeavoured  to  put  it  in 
force,  but  with  qualified  success.  The  payment  of  all  duties  and 
taxes  to  be  made  in  gold  or  its  equivalent.  The  distastefulness 
of  the  measure  to  the  country  in  general  and  the  scarcity  of  gold 
have  augmented  the  difficulties  of  the  situation,  and  the  law  is 
still  in  abeyance. 

Although  the  imports  and  exports  for  the  year  1892  are  less 
than  those  of  1891,  as  shown  in  my  return,  there  is  a noted 
augmentation  in  the  revenue  of  the  country ; this  is  attributable 
to  increased  taxation. 

The  expenditure  in  the  year  1892  has  been  greater  than  in 
the  previous  year,  caused  doubtless  by  the  many  public  works  in 
construction,  and  to  the  expenses  consequent  on  an  improved  army 
standard. 

Tabulated  statements  will  be  found  further  on  in  this  report ; 
and  I beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  converting  native 
currency  into  sterling  I have  taken  the  11.  as  being  worth 
7 dol.  25  c.  silver. 

A slight  decrease  in  imports  is  noticeable  in  1892 — 378,477/., 
against  441,381/.  in  1891.  English  trade  appears  to  have  re- 
mained firm,  whilst  Germany  and  the  United  States  have  fallen 
off  slightly. 

These  have  also  decreased,  showing  942,248 /.  for  1892,  as 
against  968,084/.  for  1891. 


Statement  showing  Difference  in  the  Imports  and  Exports  of 
Salvador  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Value. 

1892. 

1891. 

Increase,  1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Imports 

951,104 

770,739 

180,365 

Exports  . . . . . . ! 

935,797 

561,987 

373,810 

Within  the  last  two  years  much  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  section,  the  telegraphic  system  being  very  complete;  108 
miles  of  wire  have  been  added  and  15  new  offices  established 
during  the  year,  the  mileage  actually  being  2,421.  Telephonic 
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communication  has  also  largely  developed,  to  the  extent  of  321 
miles.  The  revenue  derived  from  these  three  services  shows 
24,656  dol.  44  c.  in  1891,  and  37,534  dol.  76  c.  in  1892,  which 
increase  is  equal  to  1,777/.,  at  7 dol.  25  c. 

Return  of  Post  Office  Statistics  for  the  Year  1892  compared  Post  office, 
with  the  Year  1891. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Letters. 

Number  of 
Registered 
Letters. 

Number  of 
Packets. 

1892  

721,951 

37,338 

922,608 

1891 

703,245 

32,796 

918,300 

showing  an  increase  in  every  department. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  is  estimated  at : — Public 

instruction. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dol.  c. 

£ 

1892 

308,382  50 

42,812 

1891  

246,766  82 

34,037 

Increase  (owing  to  the 

opening  of  new  schools). . 

• • 

8,775 

The  number  at  present  is : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Boys. 

Number  of 
Girls. 

Total. 

1892  . 

.. 

342 

343 

685 

1891  . 

341 

226 

567 

The  several  banks  of  this  Republic,  notably  the  International,  Banks. 
Occidental,  and  Salvadorenian,  are  paying  large  dividends  and 
doing  a thriving  business. 


Agriculture. 

On  December  10,  1892,  a large  quantity  of  tobacco  seed  was  Tobacco, 
introduced  by  Government  and  distributed  gratis  among  agri- 
culturists, restricted  by  certain  conditions,  with  the  idea  of 
fostering  the  culture  of  this  plant,  and  at  the  same  time  two 
natives  of  Cuba  were  employed  to  teach  the  cure  and  elaboration 
of  tobacco  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  Cuba. 

(1614) 
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SALVADOR. 


Coffee. 


Indigo. 


Cattle. 


The  mint. 


The  coffee  crop  just  completed  has  not  been  so  abundant  as 
the  preceding  one,  showing  a decrease  of  nearly  18,000  bags,  but 
it  has  fetched  much  higher  prices,  ordinary  coffee  selling  at 
30  dol.  to  32  dol.  (4/.  5s.)  per  quintal  (of  101-J  lbs.  English). 
The  prospects  for  the  next  crop  are  very  good,  and  an  abundant 
harvest  is  anticipated.  However,  a drawback  exists  in  the  im- 
position of  a new  tax  of  2 dol.  25  c.  gold  on  all  exported  coffee, 
in  lieu  of  the  former  tax  of  1 dol.  silver. 

Indigo  shows  a decided  increase,  giving  9,587  serrones  in 
1892,  against  7,889  serrones  in  1891.  This  produce  has  been 
falling  off  gradually  for  some  years,  but  it  now  seems  to  revive, 
as  the  prospects  for  the  next  crop  are  very  encouraging. 

A prize  of  50  dol.  has  been  offered  by  Government  for  the 
best  breed  of  cattle,  horses,  and  mares  introduced  into  this 
country,  with  the  object  of  improving  the  native  breed,  a most 
laudable  measure  in  the  interests  of  agriculturists. 


Railways. 

Since  the  last  report  of  1889  railways  in  this  Republic  have 
made  rapid  progress.  Besides  the  completed  line  from  the  port 
of  Acajutla,  through  Sonsonate  and  Armenia,  to  the  Ceiba,  Colon 
(near  the  Tecla),  about  50  miles  in  length,  a new  line  is  in  course  of 
construction  from  Sta.  Ana  to  Ateos  (joining  the  above-mentioned 
line  at  the  latter  place),  a distance  of  39  miles,  of  which  13  miles 
have  been  completed,  leaving  26  miles  still  in  prospect.  This 
concession  has  been  given  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Schezer,  and  is  being 
financed  in  London  by  Mr.  L.  A.  Campbell,  Consul-General  for 
Salvador.  A short  line  has  been  completed  (8  miles)  between 
this  capital  and  Sta  Tecla  to  compete  with  the  old  tramway. 


Public  Works. 

This  establishment,  under  the  title  of  “ The  Central  American 
Mint  Company,  Limited,”  was  formally  inaugurated  on  August 
28  last.  With  slight  interruptions  arising  out  of  the  depreciation 
of  silver,  and  the  introduction  of  the  gold  standard,  the  mint  has 
been  worked  with  regularity.  A decree  of  August  24  last  has 
authorised  the  company  to  coin  gold  and  silver  under  provision  of 
the  Act  of  the  Monetary  Law  of  February  17,  1883,  which  fixes 
the  standard  weight  and  law  of  coinage. 

The  Central  American  Mint  Company,  Limited,  formed  in 
London,  have  carried  out  their  work  with  regard  to  the  building 
and  machinery  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Henry  Guarracino.  The  mint  is  perfect  in  all  respects, 
and  possesses  some  of  the  finest  machinery  in  the  world. 

Salvador  is  naturally  proud  of  such  an  acquisition,  which  will 
fill  a much-felt  want,  by  providing  it  with  a national  coinage,  a 
boon  to  commerce  and  the  country  generally. 

The  Government  has  entered  into  contracts  with  the 


Barracks. 


SAN  SALVADOR. 
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American  firm  of  Mcllwaine  and  Namne  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  barracks,  composed  of  iron  and  brick,  at  a cost  of  72,500/., 
now  in  course  of  construction  ; a new  custom-house  in  the  port  of  Custom- 
Acajutla,  of  soft  rock,  iron,  and  lumber  from  California,  at  a cost  bouse- 
of  5,000/.  ; and  the  reconstruction  of  the  national  palace  (burnt  National 
down  in  1889)  of  iron  and  brick,  at  a cost  of  80,000/.  Nearly  all  palace, 
the  ironwork  required  for  these  edifices  will  be  imported  from 
England. 

There  is  also  in  course  of  erection  a new  hospital  for  this  New  hospital, 
city,  the  funds  for  the  building  of  which,  more  or  less  500,000/., 
were  bequeathed  by  the  late  Don  Jose  Rosales.  This  building 
will  be  composed  of  iron  from  Belgium. 

Vast  improvements  are  taking  place  daily  in  this  city;  new  City  improve- 
streets  are  being  opened  up,  old  streets  repaved,  houses  built  on  a ments. 
more  modern  principle,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  being 
carried  out  most  efficiently,  under  the  special  direction  of  the 
Government,  contributing  largely  to  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
city. 

The  health  officer  has  bestowed  praiseworthy  attention  to  his  Public  health, 
important  department.  Provisions  of  all  kinds  are  subjected  to 
the  strictest  supervision  ; preventative  measures  employed  against 
the  spread  of  infectious  diseases,  and  vaccination  been  made 
obligatory. 

Special  care  has  been  given  to  this  branch  of  the  public  Police, 
security,  and  the  notable  decrease  in  crime,  as  shown  by  recent 
statistics,  is  a satisfactory  result  of  their  endeavours. 

The  present  advanced  condition  of  the  army  reflects  much  Army, 
credit  on  its  Commander-in-Chief,  Don  Carlos  Ezeta,  arms,  equip- 
ment, artillery,  &c,,  being  on  the  most  modern  plan.  The  in- 
struction of  the  troops  in  military  tactics  is  confided  to  a retired 
German  officer  of  capability  and  experience. 

A large  tract  of  land  has  been  opened  up  on  the  outskirts  of  Open  space, 
the  city,  which  offers  every  facility  for  the  exercise  of  the  troops 
and  artillery,  besides  forming  a pleasant  recreation  ground  for 
the  townsfolk.  This  magnificent  work  has  been  carried  out 
under  the  personal  direction  of  the  President,  at  a cost  of 
7,000/. 

For  the  year  1891  it  amounted  to  5,496,400  dol.  soles,  and  Internal  debt, 
has  been  reduced  to  3,614,000  dol. 

The  loan  made  in  England  has  been  reduced  from  300,000/.  Foreign  loan, 
last  year  to  269,519/.  this  year,  and  all  the  interests  have  been 
well  paid  up.  1 understand  that  the  stock  has  risen  in  London 
from  50  per  cent,  to  75  per  cent. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Salvador  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Packages. 

£ 

Packages. 

£ 

Indigo  . . . . . . 

9,587 

158,782 

7,889 

123,047 

Sugar  . . 

12,279 

22,633 

7,694 

15,898 

32,565 

Balsam  . . 

499 

482 

5,577 

Coffee  . «, 

180,458 

624,380 

198,004 

662,818 

Ox-hides 

6,868 

4,515 

3,554 

3,190 

India-rubber  . . 

219 

1,459 

115 

1,056 

Mascabado 

309 

1,027 

Coin,  silver 

*242 

75, *956 

188 

68,849 

Silver  (bruto)  . . 
Tobacco,  unmanufac- 

130 

20,672 

168 

25,027 

tured  . . 

2,491 

4,227 

5,641 

11,215 

Tobacco,  manufactured 

1,170 

471 

14,902 

1,976 

22,548 

Sundry  articles. . 

843 

799 

1,249 

Total 

214,414 

936,063 

235,023 

958,168 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Salvador  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Packages. 

£ 

Packages. 

£ 

Cottons . . 

16,317 

121,030 

18,871 

139,831 

Linens  . . 

145 

1,823 

302 

3,054 

Woollens 

688 

7,852 

695 

7,768 

Silks 

430 

10,920 

279 

7,334 

Mixed  goods  . . 

54 

805 

46 

528 

Flour  . . 

73,963 

27,987 

79,902 

32,294 

Liquors,  wines,  beer  . . 

41,079 

31,154 

12,539 

41,510 

Earthen  and  glassware. . 

6,796 

5,430 

7,255 

6,502 

Drugs  and  perfumery  . . 

10,359 

11,373 

8,701 

11,535 

Ironware 

232 

810 

771 

3,465 

Machinery 

3,482 

5,518 

4,717 

1,242 

Hats,  straw 

202 

2,119 

141 

1,582 

Shoemakers’  tools 

673 

2,575 

1,020 

2,909 

Jewellery 

52 

269 

50 

327 

Printed  books  . . 

32 

206 

664 

982 

Coin 

57 

19,776 

135 

37,244 

Furniture  and  woods  . . 

2,589 

4,609 

14,556 

3,873 

Hardware 

36,983 

22,164 

26,668 

16,734 

Tinned  goods,  &c. 

18,880 

12,833 

21,254 

13,877 

Other  articles  . . 

21,699 

33,078 

23,259 

47,549 

Total 

234,712 

322,331 

221,825 

380,140 

SAN  SALVADOR, 
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Table  showing  the  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  and 
Imported  to  Salvador  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries  during 
the  Years  1891-92. 


Country. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

United  States  . . 
England 

Germany  . . , . 

France  . . 

Italy 

Spain  . . 

Sundry  . . 

£ 

122,047 

321,528 

46,744 

74,444 

12,504 

3,905 

60,214 

£ 

104,587 

121,210 

37,018 

58,819 

9,514 

3,772 

43,557 

£ 

247,632 

100,974 

212,276 

163,079 

92,282 

5,297 

146,544 

£ 

397,055 

110,043 

108,618 

131,586 

55,128 

3,126 

136,692 

Total 

441,381 

378,477 

968,084 

942,248 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  all  the  Ports  of  Salvador  during  the 

Year  1892. 


Nationality. 

Entered.* 

Cleared.* 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

United  States  . . 

336 

11 

336 

11 

German. . 

87 

, # 

87 

, # 

English . . 

84 

5 

84 

5 

Various.. 

60 

35 

60 

35 

Total 

567 

•• 

567 

•• 

Passengers 

1,891 

1,363 

•• 

* Tonnage  of  vessels  not  stated. 
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New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1162. 

Nantes 

Id. 

1222.  Berlin  ..  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1163. 

Beira 

5d. 

1223.  Rome 

• • 

Id. 

1164. 

Galveston 

lid. 

1224.  Constantinople 

6|d. 

1165. 

Berlin 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  .. 

2id. 

1166. 

Bordeaux 

2id. 

1226.  Madeira 

5 id. 

1167. 

Calais 

2id. 

1227.  Soul 

lid. 

1168. 

The  Hague 

2d. 

1228.  Chink iang  .. 

Id. 

1169. 

Athens 

12d. 

1229.  Newchwang . . 

Id. 

1170 

Galatz 

lid. 

1230  Chungking  . . 

lid. 

1171. 

Guayaquil 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow  ..  .. 

Id. 

1172. 

Riga . . 

2d. 

1232.  Odessa 

2d. 

1173. 

Trebizond 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

3d. 

1174. 

Havre 

2id. 

1234.  Taganrog 

• • 

2±d. 

1175. 

Saigon 

id. 

1235.  Ningpo 

• • 

Id. 

1376. 

Baltimore 

l|d. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1177. 

Brest 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1178. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor  .. 

• « 

Id. 

1179. 

Adrianople 

id. 

1239.  Madrid 

• « 

id. 

1180. 

Algiers 

2id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

2d. 

1181. 

Boston 

Id. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

3d. 

1182. 

Marseilles 

lid. 

1242.  Erzeroum  .. 

Id. 

1183. 

Warsaw 

Id. 

1 1243.  Palermo 

3id. 

1184. 

Piraeus 

lid. 

1244.  Naples 

Id. 

1185. 

Callao 

Id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1186. 

J erusalem 

id. 

1246.  Madrid 

Id. 

1187. 

Chefoo 

lid. 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . . . 

2d. 

1188. 

Munich 

2d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

• * 

2id. 

1189. 

Eesht 

Id. 

1249.  Fiume 

2d. 

1190. 

Batavia 

lid. 

i 1250.  Leghorn 

2id. 

1191. 

Batoum 

lid. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

54d. 

1192. 

Tainan 

Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1193. 

Amoy 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1194. 

Zanzibar 

4d. 

1254.  Sm>rna 

Id. 

1195. 

Corunna 

2d. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

lrld. 

1196. 

Algiers 

15id. 

I 1256.  Stockholm  .. 

ild. 

1197. 

Pakhoi 

Id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

lid. 

1198. 

Nice  . . 

lid. 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1199. 

Iviungchow 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said  ..  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1200. 

Aleppo 

Id. 

j 1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  .. 

• 5 

2id. 

1201. 

Stettin 

4id. 

| 1261.  Damascus  .. 

• • 

id. 

1202. 

Swatow 

Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

• • 

id. 

1203. 

Charleston 

2id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul.. 

2id 

1204. 

Syra  .. 

Id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

• « 

Id. 

1205. 

New  Orleans 

2id. 

1265.  Vienna 

• • 

3d. 

1206. 

Suakin 

lid. 

1266.  Shanghai 

• • 

3d. 

1207. 

Caracas 

Id. 

1267.  Bangkok 

lid. 

1208. 

Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

lid. 

1209. 

Nantes 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz  ..  .. 

2d. 

1210. 

Tahiti 

• • 

2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg  .. 

Id. 

1211. 

Ichang 

• • 

3id. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

id. 

1212. 

Wenchow 

« • 

Id. 

1272.  Christiania.. 

• • 

5d. 

1213. 

Havana 

• • 

2d. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  . . 

• • 

id. 

1214. 

Cagliari 

Id. 

1274.  New  York  . . 

• * 

3d. 

1215. 

Old  Calabar 

id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

• • 

7id 

1216. 

Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1276.  Alexandria.. 

• • 

lid. 

1217. 

Wuhu 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2id. 

1218. 

Yera  Cruz 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3 id. 

1219. 

San  J ose 

Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1220. 

Antwerp 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin  ..  .. 

id. 

1221. 

Mogador 

2id. 

12S 1 . Salvador 

Id. 

No.  1282. 


Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No*  1130. 


SPAIN. 

MALAGA. 


Consul  Finn  to  the  Earl  of  Rosehery. 

My  Lord,  Malaga , July  10,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  inclose  my  Commercial  Report  for  1892, 
with  its  Annexes  and  Inclosures,  and  have  much  pleasure  in 
calling  your  Lordship’s  attention  to  the  excellent  Reports  sent 
by  the  Vice-Consuls  at  Linares,  Almeria,  and  Garrucha. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEXANDER  FINN. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1892. 
Abstract  of  Contents. 
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SPAIN. 


Abstract  of  Contents — continued. 
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Shipping.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  and  tonnage 

of  British  ships  coming  to  this  port  as  compared  with  1891.  In 
1891  the  number  of  British  ships  which  entered  here  were  168, 
with  a tonnage  of  134,660  tons,  whereas,  in  1892,  we  had  186, 
with  a total  of  145,005  tons. 

The  order  of  countries  keeps  much  the  same,  English  heading 
the  list  with  her  ships  (after  those  of  Spain),  and  France  coming 
next,  but  Germany  now  takes  the  third  place  in  lieu  of  Sweden. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  principal  foreign  commercial  nations, 
we  find  that — 


u 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

1891. 

1892. 

British  ..  ..  . . .. 

168 

186 

French  ..  ..  .. 

163 

123 

German  . . . . . . 

36 

37 

Italian 

24 

15 

Swedish  ..  ..  .. 

10 

12 

Norwegian.. 

20 

13 

Russian  . . . . . . . . 

10 

10 

Danish  • . . . . . • . 

22 

18 

Dutch  ..  .. 

15 

13 

Austrian  ..  ••  .. 

9 

Portuguese..  .•  ..  .. 

• • 

3 

Turkish  .. 

• * 

1 

Annex  A shows  the  direct  and  indirect  or  carrying  trade  at 
Malaga,  in  British  bottoms,  those  with  cargoes  and  those  with 
ballast,  during  the  year  1892. 

Annex  B is  a table  indicating  the  quantity  of  goods  imported 
in  1892,  as  compared  with  1891  and  1890. 
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Table  showing  Decrease  in  Imports. 


Articles. 

Per  Cent.  j 

Remarks. 

Alcohol 

50 

Pitch  and  tar  . . . . . . 

25 

Building  materials  . . 

10 

Cocoa 

15 

Coffee  . . . . . . . . 

10 

Cereals,  &c. 

50 

Beer  and  cider  .. 
Grease 

80 

Very  large 

Iron 

Lard  and  bacon  . . 

20 

Yery  large 

Machinery  ..  ..  ..  «. 

5*0 

Cheese  . . . . 

Very  large 

Deals  and  planks  . . 

5*0 

1 

Buoter 

50 

Petroleum  . . 

1 Yery  large 

Woven  goods 

20 

Table  showing  Increase  in  Imports. 


Articles. 

Per  Cent. 

Remarks. 

Oil  and  paints 

.. 

.. 

.J 

50 

Raw  cotton.. 

• • 1 

80 

Spun  cotton 

• • 1 

Large 

Sugar  . . 

• • 

, . 

Yery  large 

Chemicals  .. 

.. 

Double 

Coal..  .. 

Triple 

Charcoal 

25 

Bides,  &c.  . . 

• • 

30 

Guano 

# , 

20 

Paper 

50 

Wheat 

Enormous 

Annex  C is  a table  of  exports  from  Malaga  for  the  year  1892,  Exports, 
as  compared  with  1891  and  1890. 


Table  showing  Decrease  in  Exports. 


Articles. 

Per  Cent. 

Remarks. 

Almonds 

Aniseed 

30 

Rice. . 

Enormous 

Cocoa  shell.. 

. . : 50 

Orange  peel 

..  50 

Chestnuts,  walnuts,  &c.  .. 

• • • « 

Large 

Onions 

Large 

Esparto  grass 

Slight 

Green  fruits 

• • • • 

Large 

Poinegrauates 

50 

Lemons 

Minerals 

Slight 

Raisins 

:: 

i 

Slight 

(1612; 
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SPAIN. 


Eates  of 
freights. 


Wheat. 

Barley. 

Maize* 

French  beans. 


Table  showing  Increase  in  Exports. 


Articles. 

Per  Cent. 

Remarks. 

Olive  oil 

Double 

Olives 

Slight 

Canary  seed 

40 

Hazel  nuts  . . 

Large 

Chick  peas  . . 

5*0 

Figs 

Enormous 

Oranges 

Double 

Palm  leaf 

30 

Wines 

Double 

During  the  year  the  following  were  the  current  rates  of 
freights  in  this  port : — 


For — 

A _ 

Eates  of  Freight. 

London  or  Liverpool 

9 # 

j 17.  and  10  per  cent. 

Dublin 

2*.  „ „ 

Leith 

21.  os.  „ „ 

Glasgow 

11.  10 s.  „ „ 

Havre 

35  fr.  „ 

Marseilles 

15  fr.  „ 

Amsterdam 

35  fl.  in  full 

Hamburg 

35  marks  in  full 

St.  Petersburg  . . 

30  „ 

New  York 

21.  and  10  per  cent. 

Crops. 

The  crop  was  insufficient  and  disappointing,  so  that,  although 
those  of  1890  and  1891  were  plentiful,  no  stock  had  been  kept, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  import  wheat  from  abroad — not- 
withstanding the  excessive  duties  (8  pesetas  per  100  kilos.)  and 
the  high  rates  of  exchange.  Up  to  December  last  cargoes  of 
wheat  were  imported  by  direct  cargo  from  India  and  America, 
and  a considerable  quantity  from  Liverpool  and  London.  The 
prices  ruled  at  between  53  r.  and  60  r.,  according  to  class, 
while  Chilian  wheats  of  superior  quality  got  64  reals.  These 
imports  will  go  on  until  the  harvest  of  1893  is  available. 

The  stocks  of  African  barley  were  trifling,  for  the  crop  was 
a good  one,  and  prices  ruled  from  24  r.  to  26  r.  per  fanega  of 
from  33  kilos,  to  34  kilos. 

The  maize  crop  was  a fair  one.  Whites  obtained  38  r.  to 
40  r.,  and  the  reds  or  morillos  of  the  province  42  r.  to  44  r.,  and 
those  from  Morocco  36  r.  to  40  r. ; but  at  the  end  of  the  year 
resumed  their  level. 

In  Benalmadena,  where  these  beans  are  grown  for  export  to 
Paris,  and  very  high  prices  are  paid  for  early  arrivals,  the  crop 
was  poor ; nevertheless,  exporters  paid  40  pesetas  for  11 J kilos. 
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The  dried  beans  produced  from  4 pesetas  to  5 pesetas  for 
1H  kilos. 

The  import  of  codfish  to  Malaga  during  the  year  1892,  accord-  Codfish, 
ing  to  the  custom-house  returns,  was — 


From — 

Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Newfoundland 

2,047,848 

Labrador 

735,692 

Norway 

520,550 

Total 

3,304,090 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  new  commercial  treaty  with 
Norway  the  import  duty  on  codfish  is  not  altered,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  same  may  be  the  case  with  regard  to  British  cod- 
fish, as  otherwise  its  consumption  will  be  sensibly  diminished. 


Emigration . 

Although  emigration  has  not  been  as  active  as  usual,  2,030 
emigrants  went  from  Malaga  to  Brazil  in  1892,  besides  those  to 
other  parts  of  South  America. 


Fruit . 

The  crop  consisted  of  about  16,000  barrels  (against  26,000  Shipping- 
barrels  in  1891),  and  the  average  price  in  1892  was,  say,  12s.  per  graPes- 
barrel. 

This  year’s  crop  consisted  of  from  650,000  boxes  to  700,000  Raisins, 
boxes  of  good  quality,  ail  of  which  may  be  said  to  have  grown  on 
young  vines ; the  old  ones  having  almost  entirely  disappeared  in 
consequence  of  the  phylloxera.  The  planting  of  these  new  vines 
(riparia)  can,  on  the  whole,  hardly  be  considered  as  a success,  as 
they  thrive  only  on  irrigated  ground.  In  the  drier  mountain 
districts  they  are  sickly,  and  produce  hardly  any  fruit. 

Malaga  produce  found  ready  buyers  at  prices  ranging — 


For— 

Pri 

I From — 

.ce* 

To— 

5.  d. 

s.  d. 

Layers  . . 

Per  box  of 

22  lbs.  net  7 3 

20  0 

Loose  muscatels 

Per  cwt.  . . 30  0 

45  0 

Seedless  „ 

„ ..  16  0 

17  0 

* All  free  on  lmrd  at  Malaga. 
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SPAIN. 


Oranges : 
sweet  and 
bitter. 

Figs. 


Pomegranates. 

Jordan 

almonds. 

Lemons. 


Olives  and 
olive  oil. 


Wines. 


Alcohol. 

Sugar-cane. 


Beetroot. 


Malaga  grape  growers  have  also  had  to  contend  against 
powerful  competition  from  Denia,  where,  of  late  years,  the 
Malaga  style  of  packing  has  been  introduced,  and  the  fruit  to  be 
got  there  rather  cheaper  than  in  this  neighbourhood,  found 
its  way  in  considerable  quantities  to  foreign  markets  during  the 
past  vintage  season,  having  been  re-shipped  from  here  as  Malaga 
produce,  but  I am  informed  that  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the 
“consumo’’  duties  on  this  article  to  such  an  extent  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  continue  the  fraud. 

The  crop  was  rather  a smaller  one  than  usual.  Considerable 
quantities  of  the  bitter  oranges  being  bought  up  by  Seville 
merchants. 

There  was  a fair  average  crop  of  good  quality,  and  sold  freely 
at,  say,  9s.  to  10-s.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

A good  crop  and  average  price — about  8s.  per  case  f.o.b. 

The  crop  was  a poor  one,  both  in  quantity  and  the  small  size 
of  the  kernels.  Demand  was  brisk,  and  prices  averaged  about  8/* 
per  cwt.,  f.o.b. 

A medium  crop  of  good  quality  fruit,  which  sold  well  both  in 
England  and  America,  the  average  price  being  8s.  Qd.  per  box 
(f.o.b.)  American  packing,  and  18s.  6c7.  per  half  chest  of  English 
packing. 

The  harvest,  which  takes  place  in  the  last  months  of  one  year 
and  beginning  of  the  following  one,  may,  for  1892-93  be  con- 
sidered as  a fair  one,  being  very  abundant  in  some  parts,  while 
very  scanty  in  others.  The  estimate  made  by  fairly  good  autho- 
rities has  been  estimated  at  400,000  tons,  and  the  home  consump- 
tion at  330,000  tons,  leaving  a balance  of  70,000  tons  to  be 
exported  or  held  over  by  speculators.  Prices  opened  at  337.  10s. 
cost  and  freight  for  England,  and  rose  rapidly  to  3 57.  10s.,  in  con- 
sequence of  urgent  orders  from  Germany,  England,  the  United 
States,  and  especially  Italy,  said  to  be  owing  to  the  enormous  rise 
in  the  price  of  seed  oils,  the  rise  in  cotton  oil  alone  beincr  about 
60  per  cent.,  and  if  the  orders  from  Russia  on  the  re-opening  of 
navigation  should  prove  to  be  important,  these,  added  to  orders 
expected  from  the  United  States,  Italy,  and  the  ports  of  the 
Adriatic  and  Black  Seas,  will  undoubtedly  cause  prices  to 
augment  considerably. 

The  export  of  wines  of  all  kinds  has  been  rather  slack,  owing 
principally  to  the  heavy  duties  levied  on  them  in  France,  which* 
after  all,  continues  to  be  the  principal  market  for  them. 

Owing  to  the  enormous  import  duties  on  this  article  the  im- 
portation has  practically  ceased. 

The  crop  has  been  comparatively  a good  one,  although  there 
has  been  a great  falling-off  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar-cane 
through  the  slight  frosts  that  we  have  had  occasionally  of  late 
years. 

The  cultivation  of  beetroot  in  the  Vega  of  Malaga  can 
hardly  yet  be  said  to  have  got  out  of  the  experimental  phase, 
though  more  is  planted  each  year,  and  the  promise  is  gcod. 
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Not  much  has  been  done  during  the  last  12  months.  The  Public  works, 
harbour  works  progressed  well  and  rapidly  until  the  Government 
thought  lit  not  only  to  discontinue  its  quota  but  also  to  impound 
the  sum  which  had  been  deposited  by  the  contractors.  This  led 
to  a stoppage  of  the  works  and  great  dissatisfaction,  as  some  2,000 
men  were  thrown  out  of  work. 

The  branch  railway  from  Puente  Genii  to  Linares  has  been 
opened,  thus  bringing  Madrid  two  hours’  nearer,  and  it  is  said 
that  if  existing  plans  can  be  carried  out  Malaga  will  soon  be 
within  50  hours  of  London. 

A branch  has  also  been  opened  from  the  Lorca  (near  Carta- 
gena) Station,  which  puts  that  line  into  direct  communication 
with  all  the  railways  in  Spain.  A further  section  of  some 
20  kiloms.  has  been  opened  to  the  public  between  Huercal  and 
Almanzora,  on  the  same  railway. 

Afresh  line  of  steamers,  called  the  <c  Prince  ” Line,  running 
between  the  Mediterranean,  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
Great  Britain,  now  touches  here.  It  belongs  to  Newcastle, 
having  Mr,  Charles  Farquharson  as  its  Agent. 

In  my  former  reports  I have  laid  stress  on  the  magnificent 
climate  of  this  place.  The  Algeciras-Bobadilla  Line  of  Kailway 
now  brings  Malaga  within  such  easy  distance  of  England  by  land 
or  water.  Many  foreigners  come  here  for  their  health,  and  it 
deserves  to  be  better  known  by  our  countrymen.  Many  invalids 
will  be  glad  to  hear  also  of  an  establishment,  which  deserves  to  be 
much  better  known  than  it  is,  i.e.,  the  Pneumo-Therapeutic 
establishment  of  Dr.  Benitez,  in  the  Calle  de  Pedro  de  Toledo. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  great  damage  has  been  done  in  this 
province  by  the  phylloxera  to  the  vines  and  by  kindred  diseases 
among  the  orange  and  lemon  trees ; but  after  many  conversations 
with  landed  proprietors  and  farmers  of  all  sorts,  I have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  much  of  the  decadence  in  the  fruit  culture  in 
this  province  is  due  to  old  age  in  the  plants  and  the  inability  of 
small  or  very  conservative  farmers  either  to  spend  the  necessary 
money  for  replanting  their  orchards,  or  else  to  properly  work  and 
manure  the  soil.  Many  thousands  of  acres  have  become  unpro- 
ductive, which,  with  careful  management,  could  be  made  as 
fruitful  as  ever  they  were  ; and  it  seems  to  me  that  many  a young 
Englishman,  if  he  only  knew  of  it,  would  be  glad  to  turn  his 
3teps  hitherwards  to  a delightful  country,  within  five  days  of 
home,  instead  of  going  off  to  Florida  or  Canada;  of  trying  his 
fortune  in  a province  where,  in  case  of  illness,  he  is  always  within 
reach  of  a town,  whence  he  can  draw  his  supplies;  and  then,  in 
case  of  wishing  to  return  home,  the  most  that  can  cost  him  is 
some  fiZ.  to  8/.  for  his  ticket  by  steamer.  Many  and  many  a 
small  farmer  (Spanish)  has  deserted  his  farm  and  emigrated  to 
South  America,  because,  his  farm  having  once  been  attacked  by 
the  phylloxera,  he  had  not  the  few  pounds  necessary  for  replant- 
ing the  vineyards,  and  because  he  had  not  sufficient  knowledge  or 
initiative  to  try  whether  other  trees  or  crops  would  not  grow  in 


Branch 
Railway  from 
Puente  Genii 
to  Linares. 

Great 

Southern  of 

Spam 

Railway. 


Fresh  line  of 
steamers. 


Malaga  as  a, 
health  resort. 


Dr.  Benitez’ 
Pneumo- 
Therapeutic 
establishment. 
Further  notes 
on  fruit 
culture,  and 
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SPAIN. 


Notes  on 
fruit  farming 
near  Malaga. 


Richness  of 
the  soil. 


Price  of  land. 


their  stead.  These  farms,  with  buildings  on  them,  can  now  be 
purchased  for  a song  by  those  who  know  how  to  set  about  it. 

The  following  interesting  notes  have  been  given  me  by  a 
friend,  and  will,  I trust,  produce  some  result : — 

The  slopes  to  the  north  and  north-east  of  Malaga,  once  planted 
with  vines,  have  of  late  years  been  devastated  by  the  phylloxera, 
and  are  only  used  now  as  a pasture  ground  for  goats.  Besides 
vines,  the  olive,  fig,  pomegranate,  and  other  fruit  trees  grow  with 
great  luxuriance.  This  land  is  divided  into  properties  ranging 
from  50  fanegas  to  100  fanegas.*  Each  property  has  a house 
provided,  with  all  necessary  appliances  of  a primitive  character, 
for  pressing  and  storing  wine,  stables,  &c.,  combined  with  dwelling 
for  the  owner.  Nearly  all  these  farms  belong  to  people  living  in 
or  near  Malaga.  There  are  vegetable  gardens  and  orchards, 
formed  in  terraces,  attached  to  the  houses,  in  which  lemon, 
orange,  pomegranate,  and  other  fruit  trees  are  reared.  Water  is 
not  very  plentiful,  however,  though  there  is,  generally  speaking, 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  household  and 
for  watering  the  orchards  in  summer  time,  and  more  can  be 
obtained  by  boring. 

The  land  itself  is  not  very  rich,  as  usually  happens  with  hilly 
land,  but  both  the  character  of  the  country  and  the  composition 
of  the  earth  (oxide  of  iron  predominating)  make  it  well  suited 
for  vine  culture. 

In  its  present  condition  the  land  can  be  bought  very  cheap, 
and  may  be  valued  at  about  50  pesetas  to  75  pesetas  the  fanega 
(17.9.  to  5 5s.  per  1^  acres)  for  the  land.  The  fruit  trees  are  valued 
separately,  and  the  house  and  other  buildings  are  taken  to  repre- 
sent one-third  of  the  total  of  the  other  values  added  together ; so 
that,  taking  a farm  of  50  fanegas,  the  average  price  may  be 
estimated  as  follows: — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Pesetas. 

50  fanegas  at  60  pesetas,  average  . . 

3,000 

Fruit  trees,  orchards,  &c.,  say 

5,000 

8,000 

House  and  outbuildings,  one-third 

2,667 

Total  

10,667 

Or,  say  400Z.  for  a farm  of  75  acres,  with  buildings,  and  partly 
stocked. 

Labour  is  cheap  and  plentiful,  wages  ranging  from  l-J  pesetas  to 
2 pesetas  (1  peseta  = about  9cZ.)  a day,  according  to  the  season. 
This  includes  food.  The  meals  cost  t55  c.  to  75  c.  (100  c.  = 
1 peseta)  per  head  per  diem,  according  to  season  and  price — the 

* 1 fanega  = 1 ’6374  acres. 
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fare  consisting  generally  of  rice  and  garbanzos  (chick  peas)  and 
oil,  lard,  codfish,  beans,  &c.,  the  ways  and  habits  of  the  labourer 
being  exceedingly  simple.  No  accommodation  in  the  shape  of 
mattresses  or  beds  need  be  provided,  as  they  generally  sleep  on 
bags  filled  with  straw,  their  own  rags  or  wraps  serving  for  bed 
clothes.  The  men  are  nominally  engaged  for  a term  of  14  days, 
but  can  be  dismissed  at  a moment’s  notice  if  they  do  not  give 
satisfaction.  When  working  on  the  land  the  men  are  divided 
into  gangs  of  8 or  10  in  each,  each  one  having  an  overseer,  and 
if  there  be  several  gangs  a chief  overseer  is  placed  over  them 
all. 

Taxes  on  land  in  an  unproductive  state  are  very  small,  and 
according  to  present  legislation,  a farm  which  has  been  freshly 
planted  with  vines  or  fig  trees  is  free  from  taxation  for  10  years 
as  regards  the  new  plantation.  The  transfer  duty  is  3 per  cent. ; 
a piece  of  land  sold,  within  my  knowledge,  for  1,500  pesetas,  had 
88  pesetas  law  expenses,  including  transfer  duty.  Law  expenses 
are  in  proportion  lower  for  larger  purchases. 

Natural  manure  is  scarce  and  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  Manure, 
mountains,  as  owing  to  the  want  of  good  roads  transport  is  dear ; 
but  chemical  manure,  which  can  be  bought  here  at  6 c.  per  stock, 
and  lasting  for  3 years,  can  be  3*ecommended. 

The  cost  of'  planting  an  “obrada”  of  1,000  stocks,  including  Cost  of 
the  price  of  the  American  vine,  is  about  75  pesetas,  and  for  planting, 
working  the  ground  about  25  pesetas  for  each  successive  year. 

In  the  third  year  after  planting  the  riparia  (American  vine)  it  is 
grafted  at  a cost  of  about  25  pesetas  per  1,000  stocks,  and  the 
stocks  now  begin  to  yield  but  only  a small  crop.  The  yield,  after 
5 years  (reckoned  from  the  grafting)  may  be  estimated  as  5 hecto- 
litres (13*755  bushels;  1 hectolitre  = 2*751  bushels)  per  1,000 
stocks ; after  10  years  at  8 hectolitres  (or,  say  22  bushels)  with- 
out manuring.  With  manuring  the  yield  can  be  raised  to  double 
the  amount. 

Wines  are  sold  at  Malaga  according  to  their  alcoholic  strength. 

Wines  from  the  mountains  average  13  degrees  to  15  degrees. 

These  degrees  are  reckoned  as  corresponding  to  so  many  reals 
(1  r.  = about  2 d.)  per  arroba  (1  arroba  = 25  lbs.  weight  or 
3f-  gallons),  a wine  of  13  degrees  fetching  13  r.  per  arroba  in 
Malaga,  and  so  forth.  The  cost  of  transport  of  these  wines  is 
about  50  c.  (or  \ peseta)  per  arroba. 

The  fertility  of  the  land,  of  course,  depends  upon  its  fruit- 
bearing  qualities,  i.e.,  chemical  composition,  and  land  should  not, 
therefore,  be  bought  unless  the  analysis  as  to  phosphates,  chalk, 
potassium,  &c.,  is  satisfactory. 
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Exchanges 
for  1892. 


Iron  ore. 


The  rate  of  exchange  of  pesetas  to  the  pound  sterling  during 
the  year  were — 


Quarter. 

Rate  of  Exchange. 

From — 

To— 

March. . 

Pesetas  c. 
28  30 

Pesetas  c. 
29  40 

June  .. 

29  40 

28  40 

September 

28  50 

28  75 

December  .. 

23  75 

I 

29  25 

1 

The  principal  iron  mines  in  the  Malaga  district  are  those  of 
Estepona  and  Marbella.  From  the  former  have  been  produced 
1,500  tons  of  magnetic  iron  ore,  and  from  the  latter  54,123  tons, 
besides  8,869  tons  of  washings.  Other  mines  are  to  be  found  at 
Puerto  de  Robledal,  Igualeja,  Paranta,  Benahavis,  Corchadillo, 
Istan,  Bartocaro  (near  Mijas).  The  best-known  mine  for 
hematites  is  that  of  Los  Borbollones,  near  Archidona.  The 
“ Engineering  ” of  December  2,  1892,  has  an  interesting  article 
on  the  iron  industries  of  Spain,  wherein  it  is  laid  down  that  one 
of  the  most  hopeful  fields  for  iron  ore  is  the  south  of  Spain,  the 
resources  of  which  may  be  divided  into  seven  groups  : — 


Number. 

Mines. 

Ores. 

1 

Cartagena  and  Porman 

Hematite  and  manganiferous 

2 

Parazuelos  . . 

Red  hematite 

3 

Aguiias  . . . . . . . . i 

4 

Garrucha  and  Bedar 

Hematite  and  manganiferous 

5 

Almeria 

Hematites 

6 

Malaga  and  Marbella 

Magnetites 

7 

Calasparra  and  Cehegin 

Description  of  all  these  groups  are  given  in  the  article,  except- 
ing Malaga  and  Marbella,  but  the  missing  information  is  amply 
supplied  in  a paper  read  before  the  “ North  of  England  Mining 
Engineers”  by  Mr.  Kendall,  wherein  the  Bobbledal,  Marbella,  and 
Malaga  deposits  are  referred  to,  and  he  says  that  “ although  this 
district  has  not  attained  the  same  importance  commercially  as 
that  portion  of  Viscaya  and  Santander,  which  has  been  dealt  with 
above  (in  his  paper),  it  is  most  interesting  from  a scientific  point 
of  view.  It  would,  no  doubt,  be  soon  better  known  to  the  iron 
world  than  it  is,  were  it  opened  up  by  railways,  for  there  are  some 
magnificent  deposits  of  excellent  ores  that  have  not  yet  been 
touched,  and  that  only  need  railways  to  render  them  available  for 
immediate  use.” 


Annex  A. — Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Malaga  in  the  Year  1892. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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SPAIN. 


Return  showing  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1892,  with  Country  of  Origii 

and  Comparative  Totals  for  1892-91 — continued. 
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Totals,  1891. 
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Turkey. 

785,612 

Other 

Countries 

... 

... 

1*6*151 
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Cl, 
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... 
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40,570 

129 

10,723 
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Articles. 

Oils,  paints,  colours,  <Src.  ! 

Spirits  

Cotton,  raw  

" spun  

Starch  

Tar,  pitch,  and  asphalt ... 

Sugar  

Sulphur  and  chemicals  ... 

Codfish  

Flags,  tiles,  bricks, 
cement,  <fcc.,  for  build- 
ings   

Cocoa  

Coffee  

Coal  

Charcoal 

Barley,  maize,  and  other 
cereals,  except  wheat... 
Beer,  cider,  and  sparkling 

wines  

Hides,  skins,  &c 

Staves  

Spices,  preserves,  &c.  ... 
Tin,  copper,  brass,  and 
zinc,  in  bars  or  wrought 

Grease  

Guano  

Iron,  cast  and  wrought, 
and  wire 

Lard,  brcon,  &c 

Butter  

Machinery 

Furniture,  manufactures 
of,  and  prepared  wood 
Paper  of  various  classes 

and  origin  

Petroleum 

Cheese  

Deals,  planks,  &c. 

Woven  goods  of  various 
classes  and  origin 

Wheat  

Glass,  china,  porcelain, 
&e 

Annex  C. — ItKTURX  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1892,  with  Comparative 

Totals  for  1890-92. 
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SPAIN. 
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Articles. 

Oil,  olive 

Olives  

Spit  its  1 

Garlic  

Almonds 

Canary  seed  

Aniseed  

Rice  

Hazel  nuts  

Saffron  

Cocoa  shell  

Orange  peel  and  vegetable  produce 

Chestnuts  and  walnuts,  <tc 

Onions  

Cummin  seed  

Preserves  

Chocolate 

Esparto  grass  

Dried  fruits  

Green  fruits  

Chickpeas 

Pomegranates  

Figs  

Hard  soap 

Lemons  

Minerals 

Oranges 

Manufactured  palm  leaf 

Raisins  

Pimento 

Lead  

Liquorice  root  

Grapes  

Wines  

Beturn  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Port  of  Malaga  for  the  Year  1892,  with  Comparative  Totals 

for  1890-92— continued. 
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SPAIN. 


Adra. 


Sugar-cane. 

Cereals. 


Yines. 


Climate. 


Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the  Year  1892. 
Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Kilos. 

Coal 

2,687,381 

Coke 

447,532 

Cotton,  raw  . . . . . . 

125,319 

,,  spun  .. 

37,428 

Artificial  manure  . . ... 

• * 

103,740 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

For — 

Lead  

Kilos. 

3,399,400 

England 

258,311 

France 

Almonds 

19,246 

Calamine  . . , • , • 

311,000 

Sulpliuret  of  lead  . . 

4€  1,104 

•• 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Benet  reports  as  follows  : — 

A still  further  decline  in  the  price  of  lead  affects  the  whole 
district ; this,  added  to  the  inundations  of  the  lowlands,  has 
tended  to  augment  the  flow  of  emigration. 

The  production  of  sugar-cane  has  fallen  off  instead  of  increas- 
ing, but  prices  have  improved. 

The  crops  of  cereals  have  been  very  short,  and  prices,  in 
consequence,  ruled  high,  necessitating  the  import  from  other 
quarters. 

As  an  offsett,  the  plantation  of  new  vines  of  the  Almeria 
grape  has  been  entered  into  on  a considerable  scale,  as  the  result 
of  this  fruit  for  the  past  year  has  been  excellent,  giving  promi- 
nence for  excellent  condition  to  the  fruit  from  the  Dalias  and 
and  Berja  districts. 

The  output  will  increase  yearly,  and  will  reach  quantities  of 
importance.  Local  expectation  points  to  the  eventuality  of  the 
fruit  being  shipped  from  Adra  itself,  instead  of  as  hitherto  per 
Almeria.  Prices  obtained  for  this  district  embracing  the  before- 
mentioned  have  been  the  highest  paid  at  Almeria  during  the 
year. 

Within  the  past  year  13  British  steamers,  with  a tonnage  of 
10,100  tons,  and  one  sailing  vessel,  of  117  tons,  have  called  in  to 
load  and  discharge  at  the  Port  of  Adra. 

The  climate  of  Adra  is  benignant,  and  not  to  be  surpassed  in 
the  south  of  Spain,  and  it  is  hoped  that  invalids  in  search  of  good 
climate,  for  the  benefit  of  their  health,  may  give  this  quarter  a trial 
whenever  the  locality  can  boast  of  better  hotel  accommodation. 


MALAGA. 
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Aguilas. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Naftel  reports  as  follows : — 

Arrivals  of  foreign  vessels,  all  steamers,  were  : — Shipping. 


Nationality. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

British  

67 

61,627 

Swedish 

4 

2,947 

French  . . . . 

2 

890 

Norwegian..  .. 

1 

993 

Dutch 

1 

976 

Danish  . . . . 

1 

714 

Austrian 

1 

710 

Russian 

1 

526 

Total 

78 

i 

69,383 

Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

From — 

Coal  . . 

Tons 

2,800 

Great  Britain 

Timber  .. 

>»  • • 

159 

Russia 

Cement  . . . . . . 

300 

France 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

For — 

Iron  ore 

.. 

Tons 

31,940 

Great  Britain 

99  • • * * 

, , 

99  * * 

18,170 

France 

9 • • • • 

* « 

99  * * 

3,560 

Holland 

99  • • • • 

• # 

2,100 

United  States  of 

America 

Total  . . 

.. 

• • 

55,770 

Esparto 

.. 

Tons 

21,147 

Great  Britain 

Oranges 

Cases 

2,648 

99  9} 

Lemons 

. , 

»>  . . 

53 

Grapes 

# * i 

Barrels 

6,109 

99  99 

The  works  for  the  construction  of  a port  at  El  Stornillo  for  New  port, 
shipping  iron  ore  have  not  yet  commenced — in  fact,  the  project 
appears  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Shipments  show  an  increase  of  1,564  tons  on  those  of  last  Esparto, 
year.  Several  new  shipping  houses  have  been  established  here, 
and  this  article  will  now  be  exported  hence  in  larger  quantities 
than  hitherto. 

(1612)  B 2 
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SPAIN. 


Iron  ore. 
Fruit. 

Exchange. 

Railways. 


Population. 

British 

residents. 


An  increase  of  35,280  tons  is  observable  in  this  the  second 
year  of  railway  communication  with  our  mining  districts  ; and 
this  trade  promises  well. 

Growers  now  send  down  their  produce  to  this  port  by  rail 
from  Totana,  Albama,  and  other  outlying  tracts,  to  be  forwarded 
by  coasting  steamer  for  transhipment  at  larger  ports  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Germany,  and  likewise  direct 
when  suitable  opportunities  occur. 

No  fixed  rate  is  to  be  counted  upon  here  ; there  are  no 
banking  establishments  of  any  importance,  nor  facilities  for 
monetary  operations  ; merchants  have  to  negotiate  their  paper 
where  and  how  they  best  can,  and  this  of  course  affects,  in  a great 
measure,  the  exchange  on  London,  so  that,  the  rate  quoted  from 
Madrid  bears  little  relation  to  that  which  may  be  used  here  on 
the  same  day.  Ships’  disbursements  are  invariably  advanced  at 
25  pesetas  per  1/. 

The  line  of  the  Great  Southern  of  Spain  Railway  Company, 
Limited,  of  London,  has  been  pushed  on  as  far  as  Almanzora,  in 
the  province  of  Almeria,  which  was  opened  for  traffic  in  June 
last.  The  following  figures  show  the  carrying  returns  at 
Aguilas  for  1892  : — 


Articles. 

Number. 

Quantity. 

Passengers  . . 

1 

43,560 

Tons. 

Minerals 

55,426 

Esparto 'grass 

11,350 

Sundries 

9,960 

1,764 

Flour 

Cereals 

1,040 

Straw  . . . » . • 

780 

Liquids 

395 

Fruit  .. 

377 

Timber 

354 

Inflammable  goods  .« 

64 

Total  . . 

•• 

43,560 

81,510 

The  population  remains  as  at  last  census,  about  9,000. 

The  total  number  registered  at  this  Vice-Consulate  as  residing 
here  on  December  31,  1892,  was  52  of  both  sexes. 


Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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SPAIN. 


Almekia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Lindsay  reports  as  follows  : — 

Unsatisfactory  I have  once  more  to  deprecate  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of 
official  °f  official  statistics. 

statistics.  As  a specimen  of  the  most  reliable  of  these,  I have  translated 

Record  of  and  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  the  statements  of  imports  and 
harbour  exports  at  this  port  during  the  economic  year  which  terminated 
■works.  jn  June  30,  1892,  published  by  the  Harbour  Board  of  this  city 
in  their  “ Record  of  the  State  and  Progress  of  the  Harbour 
Works/’  This  I repeat  is  the  most  accurate  source  of  information 
at  my  disposal.  It  is  presumed  to  be  a correct  statement  of  every 
article  which  has  entered  or  left  the  port  during  the  period 
above  mentioned,  and  on  which  a tax  has  been  levied  for  the 
conservation  and  extension  of  the  harbour  works.  I have  given 
these  in  their  entirety,  notwithstanding  the  unimportant  nature 
of  most  of  them,  apologising  at  the  same  time  for  the  space 
engrossed  by  them,  as  1 wish  them  to  serve  as  a general  index  to 
the  trade  of  the  place. 

Shipping-.  There  has  again  been  a falling-off  in  British  shipping  as  com- 

pared with  last  year.  This  is  entirely  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
grape  crop,  of  which  I shall  speak  further  on. 


Entered. 


Year. 

dumber  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1891  

134 

109,899 

2,747 

1892  

133 

107,947 

2,599 

Cleared. 


Year. 

I Number  of 
Vessels. . 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1891  1 

136 

111,295 

2,777 

1892  1 

132 

107,648 

2,584 

Annex  A.  gives  a return  of  vessels  of  all  kinds  visiting 
this  port,  obtained  from  the  Board  of  Health. 

Annex  B.  refers  exclusively  to  British  shipping  which  has 
transacted  business  with  this  port,  and  includes  one  vessel 
wrecked  in  the  district. 

No  British  sailing  vessel  has  been  reported  at  this  Vice-Con- 
sulate during  1892. 

Imports  and  The  chief  articles  imported  and  exported  during  the  year 
exports.  ended  December  31,  1892,  of  which  I have  had  cognisance,  are 
as  follows : — 
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Imports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coal  ., 

Tons  .. 

13,890 

£ 

13,890 

Coke 

939 

1,760 

Rails  and  accessories  . . 

•• 

99  • • 

•• 

3,085 

21,500 

Exports. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Calamine  . . 

Tons  .. 

6,074 

12,150 

Iron  ore . . 

?)  • • • • 

3,635 

1,500 

Esparto  . . 

99  • • 

18,198 

90,990 

Oranges . • . • 

Cases . . 

10,526 

7,059 

3,000 

Almonds  ..  •• 

99  • • • • 

8,520 

Grapes* 

Barrels 

476,540 

246,486 

* See  further  remarks  under  “Agriculture.” 


Besides  these,  some  20,000  tons  of  salt  from  the  salinas,  or  Salt 
natural  evaporating  basins  at  Cape  de  Gata,  left  this  port  for  su  p ur* 
consumption  in  the  Peninsula.  The  sulphur  mines  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood (Balsas  de  Gador)  annually  produce  some  10,000  tons 
of  excellent  sulphur,  which  is  also  chiefly  consumed  in  the 
Peninsula  and  at  Marseilles. 

The  railway  to  the  mines  at  Sierra  Alhamilla  is  not  yet  work-  Iron  mines, 
ing,  owing  chiefly  to  preposterous  demands  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  a short  strip  of  barren  and  utterly  w^aste  ground,  over 
which  a cable  has  to  pass  from  the  mines  to  the  station.  This 
strip  is  approximately  1,000  yards  long,  and  I am  informed  that 
the  owner  has  demanded  8,000  dol.  as  indemnity  for  the  small 
space  occupied  by  the  supports  of  the  cable.  Obstacles  like  this  are 
continually  being  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  foreign  capitalist.  A 
large  stock  of  ore  is  ready  at  the  mines  awaiting  the  completion 
of  this  aerial  part  of  the  railway. 

This  line  is  being  pushed  on  rapidly,  and,  it  is  said,  will  be  Linares 
completed  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  Here  also  obstacles  ^1“eria 
have  been  encountered  at  every  step,  raised  by  the  very  people  v 1 
who  are  clamouring  for  the  railway.  As  some  indication  of  the 
serious  nature  of  these  obstacles,  I may  mention,  that  the  expro- 
priation of  the  space  requisite  for  the  station  has  cost  the  com- 
pany 431,143  pesetas  4 c.  (say  14,867/.  at  29  pesetas  per  1/.); 
and  this,  a local  periodical  says,  demonstrates  plainly  the  want  of 
patriotism  existing  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  farmer  of  the 
local  u arbitrios  ” (an  octroi  tax)  hindered  the  landing  of  material 
for  this  railway,  demanding  that  it  should  pay  this  extremely 
unpopular  tax.  Fortunately,  after  considerable  delay,  his  pre- 
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Kew  docks 
scheme. 
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Silk  culture. 


tensions  were  withdrawn.  The  terminus  station  here  is  now  being 
constructed.  It  is  an  elegant  building,  and  is  most  conveniently 
situated  close  to  the  town. 

The  pier  extension  continues  steadily,  though  somewhat 
slowly.  There  are  now  (March  31)  completed  1,540  metres 
(1,684  yards)  of  the  western  mole,  with  a depth  of  water  at  the 
end  of  the  breakwater  of  15  metres  (49  feet  2T%  inches,  or  more 
than  8 fathoms).  This  corresponds  to  910  metres  of  the  new 
portion,  and  shows  an  increase  of  83*70  metres  since  May  31  of 
last  year.  The  eastern  breakwater  nowr  extends  to  280  metres 
(306  yards),  and  has  an  extreme  depth  of  10  metres  (nearly  33 
feet).  At  this  end  a considerable  space  has  been  reclaimed  and 
filled  in  for  quays,  which  are  to  be  faced  with  concrete  blocks, 
some  800  of  which  have  been  made  here,  and  are  now  awaiting 
collocation.  I understand  that  4,000  of  these  blocks  will  be 
required  to  complete  this  work.  They  are  of  several  sizes,  the 
largest  being  4 by  T50  by  1*50  metres,  or  9 cubic  metres,  and 
weighing  22  tons. 

This  is  a gigantic  undertaking,  for  which  a concession  has 
been  obtained  from  Government  by  Mr.  Richard  Cook.  Briefly 
it  is  for  the  building  and  working  of  docks  and  general  stores  at 
Almeria,  and  for  the  exploitation  and  exportation  of  iron  and 
other  ores  from  the  Sierras  of  Finana,  Beires,  &c.  The  plans  and 
details  of  the  docks,  &c.,  have  been  presented  to  the  head  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  of  this  province  for  his  definitive 
approval,  and  on  obtaining  this  the  works  are  to  commence  at 
once.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  first  part  of  the  scheme,  i.e9 
building  the  docks,  &c.,  is,  according  to  a local  paper,  4,700,000  fr., 
and  the  same  authority  states  that  a company  has  been  formed, 
with  a capital  of  23,000,000  fr.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
successful  carrying  out  of  this  scheme  in  conjunction  with  the 
completion  of  the  Linares-Almeria  Railway  would  be  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  this  neighbourhood,  and  facilitate  the  means  to 
carry  out  a legitimate  and  lucrative  enterprise. 

This  industry  is  still  paralysed,  and  at  present  there  are  no 
hopes  of  its  revival. 

This  industry  seems  to  be  slowly  improving.  Very  excellent 
honey  is  now  made  at  Alboloduy,  and  it  is  presented  for  sale 
in  attractive  glass  jars. 

This  is  decidedly  reviving,  especially  on  the  confines  of  the 
province  of  Granada.  I have  been  informed  that  at  Ugijar 
15,000  new  mulberry  trees  have  been  planted  during  the  last 
two  years.  It  was  while  making  inquiries  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  “ Semillas  de  Seda/’  mentioned  under  the  official  return  of 
imports,  that  I acquired  this  information.  The  most  probable 
translation  of  this  term  is  silk-worms’  eggs,  but  the  idea  of  more 
than  7 tons  (actually  7,040  kilos.,  or  248,329  ounces  avoird.), 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  entertained,  especially  as  there  was,  on 
the  same  page,  an  entry  of  208  kilos.  (7,336  ounces)  of  bona 
fide  silk-wrorms’  eggs.  I have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  data 
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regarding  the  production  of  silk,  as  these  are  most  jealously- 
withheld. 

A new  public  market  is  in  process  of  construction,  and  very  New  public 
shortly  will  be  opened.  The  entire  space  occupied  by  it  is  buildinSs : 
4,466  square  metres  (I  acre  501  square  yards),  of  which  2,827  Market, 
square  metres  correspond  to  the  edifice,  and  1,639  square  metres 
to  the  surrounding  streets. 

The  edifice  is  a handsome  structure,  built  entirely  of  iron, 
with  the  exception  of  the  western  facade,  which  is  of  dressed 
stone  and  brick,  and  contains  308  stalls  for  the  vendors  of  market 
produce.  The  contractor  has  also  built  55  shops  in  the  surround- 
ing streets  as  a private  venture. 

The  new  edifice  has  a frontage  of  25  metres,  and  will  have  a Townhall. 
hall  16  metres  long  by  9’30  metres  broad  and  8 metres  high,  with 
galleries  for  the  public. 

Two  small  churches  and  54  cottages  for  the  poor  have  been  Chapels, 
built  with  funds  supplied  by  public  charity.  Besides  these  over  cottages,  and 
100  houses  which  had  suffered  from  the  floods  have  been  recon-  houses™ 
structed  with  the  sum  apportioned  by  the  Royal  Commissioner 
for  the  alleviation  of  the  misery  caused  by  the  inundation. 

This  continues  to  extend,  and  it  is  really  a credit  to  the  con-  Electric 
stancy  and  perseverance  of  the  u Empresa  de  Alumbrado  lighting. 
Electrico,”  whose  working  partners  are  D.  Guillermo  Lopez  Rull 
and  D.  Bernabe  Gomez.  The  “ Paseo  (or  boulevard)  del 
Principe  ” is  now  most  efficiently  illuminated  by  arc  lamps,  sup- 
ported by  columns  of  about  25  feet  high,  placed  in  the  centre  of 
this  “ alameda.”  Seoor  Gomez  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the 
following  particulars,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  electricians  : — 

The  system  of  distribution  is  that  of  continuous  currents  at  Details. 

108  volts  tension  in  the  line  and  all  the  lighting  apparatus  in 
derivation,  with  two  aerial  cables  to  supply  the  current.  The 
edifice  covers  a space  of  400  square  metres  and  shelters  two 
efficient  boilers,  two  dynamos  (one  of  them  a high-class 
“gramme”),  together  representing  600  amperes  and  245  volts, 
moved  by  an  engine  of  80  horse-power  indicated.  The  distribut- 
ing wires  form  a network  of  some  4 kiloms.,  being  completely 
aerial,  thanks  to  the  extraordinary  facilities  afforded  by  flat  roofs 
and  naked  cables.  The  light  is  supplied  at  the  option  of  the 
consumer  in  one  of  the  three  following  forms : — 

(a)  By  payment  of  a fixed  sum  per  month  ; 

( b ) By  measurement  by  electric  meter ; 

(c)  By  hours  measured  by  meter. 

(a)  The  lamps  used  in  this  town  are  of  10,  16,  and  25  candle- 
power.  The  price  per  month,  with  the  right  of  utilising  the 
whole  time  of  illumination,  is  as  follows : — 10  candle-power  lamp, 

5 pesetas  per  month  ; 16  candle-power  lamp,  7 pesetas  50  c.  per 
month ; 25  candle-power  lamp,  1 1 pesetas  25  c.  per  month.  For 
the  first  3 months  after  installation  no  charges  are  made  for 
repairs. 

(b)  The  price  per  electrometer  is  75  c.  per  kilo -Watt- 
hour,  plus  a sum  to  represent  the  hire  of  the  meter  proportionate 
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Arc  lights. 


Almeria-Vega 

crops. 


to  the  consumption,  which  charge  ranges  between  7 pesetas  50  c. 
and  20  pesetas  monthly.  These  meters  (Aron’s  system)  are  only 
supplied  where  a consideraole  number  of  lamps  is  used. 

( c ) Payment  by  meter  per  hour  is  made  for  each  lamp  at 
the  following  rates,  viz.,  10  candle-power  lamp,  0-035  pesetas 
per  hour ; 16  candle-power  lamp,  0*055  pesetas  per  hour ; 
25  candle-power  lamp,  0*0825  pesetas  per  hour.  The  hour  meter 
used  is  that  of  Aubert,  of  Laussane. 

The  regulators  used  for  the  arc  lamps  are  the  last  pattern  of 
Siemens’  deferential  and  his  rubber  lamp.  Each  pair  is  mounted 
in  tension,  and  consumes  10  amperes  per  pair,  with  a luminous 
intensity  per  lamp  of  1,200  candles.  The  price  of  this  lamp  is 
5 pesetas  per  lamp  day  and  night,  the  firm  being  responsible  for 
the  renovation  of  carbons,  cleaning,  looking  after,  fitting  up,  and 
all  expenses  which  might  arise,  including  wilful  breakage  by 
malicious  persons.  Light  is  supplied  from  dusk  till  1 a.m.  in  the 
summer,  and  to  12.30  midnight  during  the  rest  of  the  year,  or 
8 hours  for  the  longest  duration  of  the  daily  service  and  5 hours 
for  the  shortest. 

Agriculture . 

This  fertile  ground,  formed  chiefly  by  the  delta  at  the  mouth 
of  the  River  Andarax,  and  whose  accumulation  has  been  the  work 
of  centuries,  consists  of  3,369  acres,  of  which  172  acres  may  be 
regarded  as  the  kitchen  gardens  of  the  town,  the  remainder  on 
either  side  of  the  river  being  chiefly  dedicated  to  growing  cereals. 
The  method  of  irrigation  in  use  at  the  present  day  is  almost 
identical  with  that  practised  by  the  Moors,  each  farmer  receiving 
a quantity  of  water  proportionate  to  the  land  which  he  cultivates. 
The  huertas,  or  kitchen  gardens,  produce  potatoes,  Indian  corn, 
pot-herbs,  and  garden  stuff  generally,  and  furnish  sufficient  vege- 
tables (according  to  an  intelligent  agriculturist)  to  supply  a town 
of  120,000  inhabitants.  The  mean  net  produce  amounts  to 
approximately  100  pesetas  per  tahulla,  say  12/.  10s.  per  acre, 
taking  the  exchange  at  29  pesetas  per  1/.  The  rest  of  the  Yega 
produces  two  crops  of  cereals  per  year,  three-fourths  of  it  being 
half  barley  and  half  Indian  corn,  and  the  other  fourth  wheat.  The 
Indian  corn  and  wheat,  as  a rule,  produce  6 pesetas  per  tahulla, 
say  15s.  2d.  per  acre,  and  the  barley  10  pesetas,  say  25s.  per  acre. 
Roughly,  from  45,000  imperial  bushels  to  50,000  imperial  bushels 
of  barley,  and  the  same  amount  of  Indian  corn,  are  annually 
raised.  The  average  price  the  farmers  receive  for  their  crops  is 
as  follows : — 


Average  Price. 


Articles. 


Per  Fanega. 


Per  Bushel. 


Indian  corn 
Barley  . • 

Wheat  .. 


Pesetas  c. 
6 25 
5 0 

10  0 


s.  d. 
2 10 
2 3 
4 6 
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After  supplying  the  wants  of  this  city  a large  surplus  is 
exported,  some  notion  of  which  may  be  formed  from  the  following 
items  taken  from  the  table  of  exports,  viz.: — 254  tons  Indian 
corn,  173  tons  barley,  2-J-  tons  onions,  63  tons  green  peas,  6 tons 
beans,  22^  tons  French  beans,  and  other  garden  stuffs,  611  tons 
potatoes,  153  tons  tomatoes,  &c.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  some  of 
these  items  are  not  raised  wholly  in  the  Vega,  but  come  also  from 
the  villages  on  the  river. 

As  already  mentioned  this  has  been  very  scanty  last  season, 
on  account  of  mildew,  and,  as  if  that  were  not  sufficient,  the  floods 
which  recurred  on  September  2 put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the 
disaster.  Instead  of  over  1,250,000  barrels,  as  was  expected,  only 
476,540  barrels  were  exported.  These  were  disposed  of  as 
follows : — 


To— 

Quantity. 

Barrels. 

London  . . » . . 

116,513 

Liverpool 

148,087 

Glasgow 

55,497 

Bristol.. 

4,031 

Hull 

6,437 

Russia  and  Denmark. . 

6,000 

New  York  . . . . . . . , 

124,975 

Philadelphia  and  Boston 

15,000 

Total  .. 

476,540 

The  cultivation  of  the  orange  tree  is  making  rapid  strides. 
This  will  evidently  become  a staple  export  in  future.  Last 
season,  as  already  mentioned,  10,526  cases  were  exported. 

Of  other  fruits  exported,  the  following  are  the  chief,  viz.  : — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Cases. 

Prickly  pears  (chumbos) 

, , 

, . 

334 

Pomegranates. . 

78 

Lemons 

74 

The  ruins  of  a not  inconsiderable  Roman  town  have  been  dis- 
covered between  the  villages  of  Agua  Dulce  and  Roquetas.  This 
is  supposed  to  be  the  last  Turaniana.  Several  objects  of  interest 
have  been  found,  including  coins,  amphorm,  women’s  ornaments, 
&c.  It  is  proposed  to  explore  these  ruins  on  a large  and  syste- 
matic scale,  and  Government  aid  was  asked  for  this  purpose. 
Unfortunately  this  takes  long  in  appearing,  and  meanwhile 
individuals  are  carrying  off  and  appropriating  what  ought  to  be 
carefully  treasured  up  in  a museum. 


Q .ape  cyop. 


Oranges. 


Other  fruits. 


Roman 

remains. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Vessels  of  all  kinds  which  Visited 
Almeria  during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Spanish  

982  | 

i 359,512 

15,321 

1 982 

359,512 

139,975 

15,320 

British*  

149 

139,975 

5, 0b6 

149 

5,084 

French  

12 

4,451 

175 

12 

4,451 

172 

Portuguese 

5 

395 

37 

5 

395 

37 

Belgian  

1 

1,352 

22 

l 

1,352 

22 

Danish  

2 

313 

31 

2 

313 

31 

Italian  

8 

2.928 

83 

8 

2,928 

83 

Russian  

4 

1,714 

136 

4 

1,714 

131 

Austrian  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

1 

980 

26 

1 

930 

26 

wegian  

12 

5,959 

189 

12 

5,959 

189 

German  

5 

3,227 

82 

5 

3,227 

82 

Total  

1,181 

520,806 

21,188 

1,181 

520,806 

21,177 

* Including  six  of  H.M.  ships  of  war  with  55  large  guns,  and  42,860  tons  displacement,  besides 
yachts  and  other  vessels  which  did  not  enter  at  the  custom-house. 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  Exports  from  Almeria  during  the  Economic 
Year  1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour 
Board), 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Almonds 

Tons  .. 

233 

„ (transhipment)  . . 

11  • • 

2 

Apples 

Cwts. .. 

14 

Bacon 

11  • • 

2 

Barley 

Tons  .. 

173 

Beans 

11  • • 

6 

Bones 

Cwts. . . 

23 

Books  • • • • • • 

» 

4 

Calamine  . . 

Tons  . . 

2,445 

Canvas  shoes 
Cattle — 

11  • • 

| 

37 

Asses 

••1 

I Head,. 

25 

GrO&tS  • • • • • • 

.. 

„ .. 

361 

Horses  • • • • • • 

11  • • 

122 

Mules  . . . • . . 

1)  • • 

220 

Oxen  . • 

11  • • 

4 

Swine  ..  . . .. 

11  • • 

12 

„ fattened  . . 

» • * 

14 

Cheese  ..  . . 

Cwts. . . 

6 

Chemicals  • . . • 

Tons  .. 

5 

Chestnuts  . . 

11  • • 

44|- 

Chicory 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Chocolate  • • • • • • 

11  • » 

6 

Cinnamon  . . 

If  • • 

2 

Clay.  • . • • • • • 

Tons  .. 

17 

Coal  . « • • • • 

11  • • 

711 

Coffee  . . . . * . 

Cwts. . • 

8 

Colocynth  . . . , 

Tons  .. 

4* 

Cocoa  nibs  . . * . 

Cwts. . . 

6 

Cork 

Tons  .. 

2 

Corsets  . . • . » . 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Cotton  . . . . . . 

11  • * 

2 

Cutlery  . . . . » . 

If 

12 

Drugs 

11  • • 

4 

Earthenware  • • . . 

Tons  .. 

6 

,,  fine  . * « < 

Cwts. . , 

7 

Earths  for  building  , • 

Tons  .. 

9 

Eggs  

Cwts. . . 

4 

Esparto  . . . . * . 

Tons  •• 

10,000 

„ manufactured  , . 

» • • 

643 

Excrement . . . . • • 

• • 

14 

Fans  » * . . . • 

Cwts. . . 

16 

Figs  . . . . * . 

Tons  .. 

13 

Flour  . . . . • • 

11  % • 

25 

Flowers,  artificial  . . M 

Cwts. . . 

2 

x ish , . • • • • # » 

Tons  . . 

9k 

French  beans  . . , • 

11  ♦ * 

61 

Fruits  . . . . * . 

ff  • * 

20 

Furniture  ..  . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Gas  meters  . • . . 

If  • • 

8 

Garden  stuffs  . . • . 

Tons  .. 

16 

Gin  . . . . . . m 

If  • • 

1 

Glass  . . . . 

19  • • 

l 

Grapes  (barrels  of  2 arrobas) 

Barrels 

663,254 

„ „ 1 arroba 

transhipment  (barrels 
2 arrobas)  . . 

of 

» • • 

12,575 

w * * 

431 

Green  peas.. 

Tons  .. 

63 

Guano  . . . . 

1 » • • 

S 
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Return  of  Exports  from  dlmeria  daring  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Gypsum  . • 

Tons  . . 

19 

Haberdashery  . . 

Cwts. . . 

4 

Hams 

Tons  . . 

3 

Hardware  . . . . 

99  • • 

5 

Hats  . • 

n 

Hemp 

• ♦ 

Cwts 

2 

Hewn  stone 

Tons 

4 

Honey  . . . . 

• • 

Cwts.  . . 

6 

Hoops,  barrel 

• « 

Tods  . , 

9 

Horns 

• • 

99  • • • • 

t 

Hydraulic  lime 

Tons  . . 

250 

Iron 

• • 

47 

„ beds  ..  .. 

• • 

Cwts.  . . 

7 

„ manufactured 

Tons  . . 

2 

Ironmongery 

99  • * • • 

6 

Iron  ore 

» • • • 

4,245 

Jewellery  .. 

Cwts... 

4 

Kitchen  utensils  . . 

99  • • • • 

8 

Lead,  argentiferous 

• 0 

Tons  .. 

222 

„ desilverised . . 

0 9 

„ ..  •• 

214 

„ ore  .. 

9 (9 

J) 

1,815 

pipe  .. 

• 9 

• • • • 

t\ 

„ smoke 

9 0 

5)  * • • • 

•85 

Leather 

9 # 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Lemons 

«« 

Tons  .. 

15 

Machinery  . . 

• 9 

99  • • • • 

8 

Marble 

Cwts. . . 

4 

Maize  (Indian  corn) 

Tons  . . 

254 

Melons  . . 

99  • • 

U 

Metals  . . 

99  • • • • 

Millstones  .. 

Cwts. . . 

12 

Mirrors 

99  * * 

4 

Molasses  ..  .. 

Tons  . . 

108 

Nougat  ••  .. 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Nitrate  of  soda  . . 

99  • • • • 

10 

Olive  oil  . . . . 

Tons  .. 

2 

Onions  . . . • 

9 • 

99  • • M 

2|- 

Oranges 

9 9 

99  • • • • 

458 

„ (transhipment) 

0 0 

99  • • • • 

14 

Packing  cases 

99  • • • • 

50 

Paper,  common 

• 9 

99  • • •• 

7 

„ writing 

• • 

*•  • • 

1 

Pasteboard . . 

• • 

Cwts 

16 

Pepper 

• • 

99  * * 

4 

Perfumery  .. 

• • 

5»  * • 

8 

Pigeons,  live 

• • 

Birds . . 

2 

Pine  wood  .. 

Tons  .. 

453 

Plants 

Cwts. . . . . 

2 

Porcelain  . . 

99  • • • • 

2 

Potatoes 

Tons  .. 

611 

Pomegranates 

•• 

9i 

Preserves 

Cwts 

3 

Prickly  pears 

99  * # • • 

12 

Rags 

Tons  .. 

65 

Raisins 

„ •• 

12 

„ (transhipment) 

4 

Red  lead  . . 

9)  • • • • 

1 

Reed  canes . . 

99  * • • • 

4 

Refuse  (from  olives,  grapes,  &c.).. 

99  • • 

40 

30 
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Return  of  Exports  from  Almeria  during  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Salt,  fish 

Tons  . . 

5 

Sardines 

)> 

33 

Silk,  raw 

99  • • 

101 

„ waste  . . 

Cwts. . . 

25 

Shoes 

» • • 

4 

Skins  with  hair 

Tons  . . 

10 

Soap 

Cwts. . . 

6 

Spices 

» • • 

4 

Staves 

Tons  .. 

4 

Steel 

79  • • 

1 

H 

Sugar 

99  • • 

162 

Sulphur  .. 

99  • • 

3,581 

Sweets  . . 

Cwts. . . 

9 

Sweet  potatoes 

Tons  . . 

16 

Tanned  skins 

Cwts. . . 

.. 

2 

Tar 

Tons  . . 

• • 

62 

Textiles 

99  • • 

32 

Tin-plate  . . 

Cwts. .. 

6 

Thread 

Tons  .. 

4 a 

Tobacco  . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

8 

Tomatoes  .. 

Tons  . . 

153 

Tools  . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

10 

Tow . . 

Tons  . . 

3 

Toys 

Cwts. . . 

• • 1 

6 

Turkeys  . . . . 

Fowls. . 

21 

Umbrellas  . . 

Ton  . . 

* 

Vegetable  hair 

Cwts. . . 

17 

Walking  sticks 

••  ! 

j*  •• 

12 

Walnuts  ..  .. 

99  • • 

26 

Watches 

99  • • 

2 

Wax,  manufactured 

2 

White  lead  . . . . 

Tons  .. 

75 

Wine 

99  • • 

H 

„ lees  . . 

99  • • 

6 

Wire 

21 

Wood,  fine.. 

Cwts. . . 

12 

„ manufactured 
Wooden  carts 

))  • • 

4 

Tons  .. 

6 

Wool,  uncleaned  . . 

99  • • 

62 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  Imports  at  Almeria  during  the  Economic 
Year  1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour 
Board). 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Alcohol 

Tons  . . 

36 

Alcoholic  liauors  . . 

Cwts. . . 

6 

Almanacks.. 

4 

Almonds 

Tons  . . 

25 

„ in  shell  . . 

9,  • « 

6* 

Arms  ..  .. 

1 

Artichokes.. 

Cwts. . . 

8 

Bacon 

)) 

14 

Banderillas . . 

99  • • 

2 

Barley 

Tons  .. 

26 

Bedsteads,  iron 

36 

Beer 

Cwts. . . 

68 

Beans 

6 

Bird-seed  . . 

Tons. . . 

21 

Biscuits 

» 

2j 

Blacking  .. 

Cwts. . . 

9 

Books 

Tons  . . 

3 

Bottle  corks 

Cwts. . . 

16 

Bran 

Tons  . . 

560 

Brass 

Cwts. . . 

26 

„ manufactured 

99  * * 

11 

Bricks,  fire  . . 

Tons  . . 

175 

„ ordinary  . . 

99  • • 

9 

Barrel  hoops 

„ • • 

1,046 

Bronze 

Cwts. . . 

11 

Candles 

Tons  .. 

12 

Canvas  shoes 

n 

1 

Caps. . 

Cwts. . . 

3 

Carpets 

w • • 

2 

Cement 

Tons  .. 

850 

Chemicals  . . 
Cattle- 

99  • • 

11 

Asses 

Head . . 

8 

Bullocks 

99  • • 

252 

Goats  . . . . 

99  • • 

157 

Horses 

99 

7 

Oxen  . . . . 

99 

18 

Swine 

99  • • 

191 

Champagne. . . . 

Tons  .. 

2 

Charcoal 

» • - 

1,423 

Cheese 

99 

16 

Chicory 

99  • • 

4 

Chocolate  .. 

99  • • 

79 

Cigar  cases . . 

))  • • 

1 

Cinnamon  . . 

Cwts. . . 

8 

Clay 

Tons  . . 

24 

Clocks 

Cwts. . . 

14 

Coal  . . . . 

Tons  .. 

7,136 

Cocoanuts  . . 

99  • • 

2 

Cocoa  nibs  . . . . 

99  • • 

8 

Coal,  small . . 

99  * * 

105 

Coffee 

• • 

37 

Colours 

99  • • 

3 

Cognac 

99  • • 

KX 

°2 

Copper 

99  • • 

12 

Copper  sulphate  .. 

99  • • 

14 

Copperas 

24 

Cork  . . . . 

99  * * 

33 

„ dust  .. 
(1612) 

1,689 

C 
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Return  of  Imports  at  Almeria  during  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Cotton 

, Tons  .. 

127 

Coffins 

| Cwts... 

, , 

25 

Corsets 

)>  * * 

, . 

2 

Crucibles  . . 

99  • • 

6 

Crystal 

10 

Cutlerv 

24 

Dates 

Tons  .. 

9 

Deal. . 

J)  • • 

3,982 

Dried  tunny  fish  .. 

, , 

4 

Drugs 

j Tons  .. 

. # 

82 

Dvnamite  . . 

99  • • 

8 

Earthenware,  fine  . . 

, , 

32 

„ ordinary 

41 

Earths  for  building 

J)  • • 

15 

Edible  cyperus 

, Cwts. . . 

16 

Electrical  apparatus 

„ . . 

9 

Esparto 

• . 

Tons  . . 

856 

„ manufactured 

9 

E’ans 

99  • • 

2 

Fish.. 

99  • * 

3 

,,  salt  . . 

407 

Flour 

Cwts. . . 

5,991 

,,  prepared  with  milk. . 
Flowers,  artificial  . . 

29 

,,  . . 

16 

French  beans  (haricot  beans) 

Tons  . . 

10 

Fruits 

, # 

99  • # 

5 

Furniture  .. 

• • 

24 

Garden  stuffs 

Cwts.  . . 

6 

Garlic 

Tons  .. 

2 

Gas  apparatus 

, . 

Cwts.  . . 

* * 

2* 

Gas  meters  . . 

14 

Garbanzos  (chick  peas)  . . 

Tons  . . 

67 

Gin  . . 

>>  • • 

6 

Glass 

>*  • • 

67 

Glue 

Cwts.  . . 

IS 

Goats’  hair . . 

Tons  . . 

* * 

H 

Grapes  (from  the  coast)  . . 

Barrels 

574 

Grease 

Tons  . . 

• • 

2 

Grindstones 

8 

Guano 

. . 

16 

Gum 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Haberdashery 

))  • • 

- 

10 

Hams 

99  • • 

12 

Hats 

Tons  .. 

3 h 

Hardware  . . 

21 

Hazel  nuts  . . 

36 

Hemp 

# # 

” .. 

72 

Ink  .. 

Cwts. . . 

10 

Iron,  manufactured 

Tons  .. 

14 

» pi? 

Cwts. . . 

# # 

89 

„ tubes  . . 

, m 

# m 

5 

„ wrought 

# # 

Tons  . . 

# . 

455 

Ironmongery 

, # 

99  • • 

124 

Ivory  black. . 

18 

Jewellery  .. 

Cwts. . . 

5 

J ute 

, , 

Tons  .. 

17 

„ spun  .. 
Kitchen  utensils  . . 

» • • 

• • 

2 

.. 

5 

Lanins 

99  • • 

• • 1 

5 
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Betuen  of  Imports  at  Almeria  during  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Lard 

i Tons  .. 

11 

Lead,  manufactured 

J)  • • • • 

n 

„ pipe 

21 

Leather 

, , . . 

4 

Lemons 

yy  • • • • 

3 

Logwood 

))  • • • • 

H 

Machinery  . . 

» • • • • 

734 

Macaroni  . . 

>?  • • • • 

55 

Mahogany  . . 

4 

Manure,  artificial  . . 

72 

Matches 

„ , . . . 

65 

Marble 

i Cwts. . . 

30 

Mercery 

2 

Metals 

iy  • • • • 

2 

Metal,  manufactured 

5)  • • • • 

2 

Millstones  . . 

Tons  . . 

3 

Mineral  waters 

J)  • • • • 

31 

Mirror* 

J)  • • • • 

21 

Mops 

Cwts.  • • 

7 

Mosaics 

Tons  . . 

25 

Nails,  iron  . . 

j;  • • • • 

76 

Nitrate  of  soda 

yy  • • • • 

133 

„ potash  . . 

71 

Nougat 

Cwts. . . 

33 

Oars 

Dozs.  . . 

161 

Oil,  olive  . . 

Tons 

532 

„ linseed . . 

Ton  . . 

1 

,,  medicinal 

Cwts 

4 

Olives 

Tons  . . 

21 

Onions 

yy  • • • • 

72 

Optical  instruments 

Cwts. . . 

7 

Oranges 

„ 

33 

Osiers  . . , . 

yy  • • • • 

10 

Osier  baskets 

yy  • • • • 

15 

Packing  cases 

Tons  .. 

40 

Paints 

,, 

3 

Palm  branches 

Cwts. 

9 

Paper,  common 

Tons  . . 

50 

„ fine 

))  • • • • 

82 

Pastes  for  cleaning  metals 

Cwts.  . . 

2 

Pasteboard  . . 

Tons.. 

21 

Peanuts  . . . . . . 

.,  . . 

26 

Pepper 

Cwts. . . 

28 

Petroleum  . . 

Tons  . . 

388 

Perfumery  . . 

yy  • • • • 

3 

Pianos 

Instruments  . . 

11 

Pictures  . . , . 

Cwts. . . . . 

13 

Plants  . . . . ...  . . j 

Tons 

17 

Playing  cards 

Cwts. 

4 

Plaster  of  Paris  figures 

Tons  . . 

7 

Pomegranates  (transhipment) 

24 

„ rind 

)9  • • • • 

21 

Pork  

Cwts. . . 

5 

„ sausage 

Tons 

11 

Potash  . . . . . . ,... 

Cwts. . . 

3 

Potatoes  . . . . . . . . j 

Tons  , . 

61 

Potato  starch 

yy  • • • • 

9 

Preserves  . . 

yy  • • • • 

61 

Printed  materials  . . 

Cwts 

23 

(1612)  G 2 


34 
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Return  of  Imports  at  Almeria  during  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Printing  type 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Prints 

5)  • • 

3 

Rails 

Tons  . . 

121 

Rabbit  wool 

Cwts. . . 

4 

Raisins 

j Tons  .. 

14 

Red  lead 

! •• 

3 

,,  ochre  . . 

5i 

„ pepper.. 

» 

44| 

Resin 

»>  • • 

35 

Rice.. 

}>  • • 

1,472 

Rigging 

» • • 

2 

Ropes 

» •• 

12 

Rum 

Cwts. . . 

33 

,,  native.. 

Tons  .. 

5 

Saddlery  . . . . 

?)  * • 

8 

Salt  . . 

• • 

199 

Sardines 

J>  • • 

329 

Sausages 

Cwts. . . 

10 

Semillas  de  seda#  . . 

Tons  . . 

7 

Semolina  .. 

1 

Sewing  machines  . . 

19  * • 

31 

Shoes 

91  • • 

2 

Silk  cocoons 

Cwts. . . 

75 

„ raw 

J>  • • 

4 

Silkworms’  eggs  .. 

91 

4 

Skins  (with  hair)  . . 

• • 

Tons  .. 

2 

„ tanned  •• 

>» 

11 

Slow  match.. 

Cwts. . . 

17 

Soda,  bicarbonate  . . 

Tons  .. 

2|- 

„ caustic 

„ . . 

34 

Sole  leather 

99  • • 

45 

Spices 

91  * * 

37 

Starch 

99  * * 

43 

Staves 

))  • • 

2,572 

Stearine 

))  • • 

6 

Steel 

))  • • 

29 

Sugar 

99  • • 

709 

Sumac 

))  • • 

10 

Sulphur,  powdered. . 

91  • • 

46 

Sweets 

Cwts. . . 

44 

Sweet  potatoes 

Tons  c 

5 

Soap. . 

91  • * 

1,031 

Syrups 

Cwts. . . 

11 

Tallow 

Tons  .. 

5 

Tanning  bark 

91  • • 

8 

Tar  .. 

99  • • 

8 

Tea 

19  • • 

2 

Telephone  material 

Cwts. . . 

13 

Thread 

Tons  .. 

18 

Tiles,  encaustic 

11  • • 

119 

Timber 

99  • • 

93 

Tin 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Tin-plate  . . 

Tons  .. 

9 

Tobacco 

„ . . 

507 

Tools 

11  • • 

2* 

* I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  this  article,  or  to  determine 
whether  it  belongs  to  the  animal  or  vegetable  kingdom.  (See  further  remarks 
under  “ Silk  Culture.”) 
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Return  of  Imports  at  Almeria  during  the  Economic  Year 
1891-92  (from  a Record  published  by  the  Harbour  Board) — 
continued. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Tomatoes  . . 

Ton  *. 

1 

Tow . . . . . . 

Cwts. . . 

8 

Toys 

Tons  .. 

2 

Trees 

Cwts. . . 

5 

Umbrellas  . . 

35  • * 

4 

Undertakers’  materials 

7 

Varnish 

53  • • 

5 

Vegetable  hair 

Tons  . . 

6 

Vinegar 

10 

Walking  sticks 

Cwts. . . 

12 

Watches 

35  • • 

4 

Wax,  raw  .. 

35  • • 

16 

,,  manufactured 
Whisky 

Tons  .. 

3 

Cwts. . . 

7 

White  lead . . 

Tons  .. 

2 

Wine 

%)  • • 

440 

Wire 

• • 

535 

Wood,  fine 

33  • * 

4 

„ manufactured 

33  • • 

8a 

Wooden  carts 

62 

Wool 

Cwts. . . 

15 

„ waste  . . 

Tons  .. 

15 

Wormwood.. 

Cwts. . . 

2 

Woven  goods 

Tons  .. 

670 

Zinc 

55  • • 

14 

Cartagena. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Milvain  reports  as  follows  : — 


British  Vessels  Entered. 

British  Vessels  Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

1892  

372 

351,866 

375 

355,743 

Shipping. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31  last,  British  shipping 
has  been  more  plentiful  here  than  during  the  year  1891,  but  it 
does  not  by  a long  way  come  up  to  some  of  the  years  previous 
to  that.  The  increase  over  the  year  1891  is  64  ships,  with  a 
total  tonnage  of  64,528  tons. 

Exports. 

This  export,  the  principal  one  of  the  district,  has  been  larger  Iron  ores, 
than  during  the  previous  year,  the  increase  amounting  to  97,000 


SPAIN. 


Zinc  ores. 


Esparto. 


Lead. 


do 


tons.  Though  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  has  been  an 
increase,  the  output  fell  considerably  short  of  what  it  ought  to 
have  been,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  as  much  as  824,000  ton& 
was  shipped  in  12  months  a year  or  two  back.  The  prices  of  the 
ores,  both  dry  iron  and  manganese,  have  also  been  far  from  satis- 
factory, and  what  has  aided  the  merchants  here,  and  enabled  them 
to  sell,  when  under  other  circumstances  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  do  so,  has  been  the,  to  them,  very  favourable  rates  of 
exchange  between  England  and  this  country.  The  total  quantity 
of  iron  ores  shipped  during  the  past  year  was  518,000  tons,  and 
was  sent  to  the  following  countries  : — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

United  Kingdom 

Tons. 

290,500 

America 

105,000 

Holland  

92,500 

France. . 

28,000 

Germany 

2,000 

Of  the  ore  shipped  to  the  United  States  of  America,  96,000 
tons  were  of  dry  iron  ore,  and  9,000  tons  of  manganese. 

There  has  also  been  an  increase  in  the  exportation  of  these 
ores,  the  quantity  being  11,400  tons  against  7,500  tons  in 
1891.  With  the  exception  of  a cargo  or  two,  which  were  sent  to 
Bordeaux  and  Terneuzen,  the  whole  was  shipped  for  Antwerp. 

The  quantity  of  esparto  shipped  from  here  was  1 1,250  tons, 
and,  compared  with  the  previous  year,  shows  a decrease  of 
3,767  tons.  The  large  drop  in  this  article  of  export  may  be  put 
down  to  the  fact  that  esparto,  which  in  other  years  has  been 
shipped  from  here,  last  year  went  to  Aguilas,  by  the  Great 
Southern  of  Spain  Railway,  which  has  been  partly  opened  for 
traffic.  The  whole  of  the  shipments  from  here  were  made  to 
England  and  Scotland. 

The  following  shows  the  quantity  of  soft  and  silver  lead  in 
pigs  exported  in  1892,  viz.  : — 


To— 

Quantity. 

Silver  Lead. 

Soft  Lead. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

France 

20,392 

6,519 

U nited  Kingdom 

18,068 

15,327 

Belgium 

3,436 

Total  .. 

41,896 

21,846 

j 

Grand  total  . . 

63,742 
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This  total  is  greater  by  11,371  tons  than  that  of  the  previous 
year. 

1,620  tons  of  lead  ores  in  the  natural  states  were  exported  as 
follows : — 


To— 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

France.. 

694 

United  Kingdom 

116 

Belgium 

290 

Italy 

520 

Total 1,620 


18  tons  of  pure  silver  were  shipped  to  London. 


Silver* 


Imports, 

The  importation  of  coals  and  coke,  notwithstanding  the  duty  Coals  and 
imposed  by  the  new  Spanish  tariff,  shows  an  increase  of  14,026  coke, 
tons.  The  increase  in  the  coke  was  only  500  tons,  coal 
accounting  for  the  rest.  The  actual  quantities  imported  were  — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Coals  . . 

75,611 

Coke 

30,371 

Total  . . 

105,982 

One  or  two  of  the  merchants  here  have  been  trying  other 
descriptions  of  coals  and  coke  than  that  usually  employed  in 
smelting  here,  viz.,  North  of  England,  and  one  or  two  cargoes 
were  brought  from  Germany  and  the  North  of  Spain  during  the 
Durham  miners’  strike  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The 
result  of  the  experiment  was  not  highly  satisfactory,  but 
sufficiently  so  to  induce  importers  to  repeat  it  in  case  of  the  same 
stagnation  in  exports  from  Great  Britain  occurring  again  by  cause 
of  strikes  or  other  impediments  to  free  commerce. 

1,860,000  superficial  feet  of  pitch-pine  lumber  and  timber  Wood, 
were  received  in  Italian  bottoms  from  the  Southern  States  of 
America.  From  Canada  300  standards  of  spruce  deals,  and  from 
the  Baltic  2,130  standards  of  red  and  white  pine  deals  were 
imported.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  future  very  little  wood  will 
be  received  from  Canada,  as  the  merchants  here  consider  they 
can  get  cheaper  and  better  quality  of  woods  from  the  Baltic. 

From  Norway  1,054  tons  of  dry  salt  codfish  w'as  received,  Codfish. 
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which  is  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  quantity  as  was  imported 
from  the  same  country  during  1891. 

Before  the  retirement  from  office  of  the  Conservative 
Government  a Bill  was  passed  providing  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  Government  dry  dock  in  the  arsenal  at  this  port,  and 
notification  was  given  for  firms  to  send  in  estimates  for  the  work. 
Since  the  Liberal  Government  has  come  into  power,  however, 
this  Bill  has  been  repealed,  and,  though  I understand  that  the 
work  will  still  be  carried  out,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  present 
Government  to  make  some  alterations  in  the  mode  of  construction, 
so  that  the  dock  may  be  constructed  more  economically  than 
under  the  first  plans. 

Dredging  operations  are  still  going  on  with  a view  to  getting 
a minimum  depth  of  27  feet  inside  the  port. 

The  quays  are  being  gradually  extended. 

The  lighthouses  on  the  piers  have  been  completed  and  are  now 
in  use  for  the  guidance  of  vessels  into  the  port. 

The  population  is  increasing,  there  being  now  about  88,00(1 
inhabitants. 

The  labouring  classes  are  employed  in  the  mines,  the  naval 
arsenal,  and  on  the  shipping.  In  the  arsenal  there  are  about  2,000 
men  constantly  engaged. 

The  crops  last  year  were  fairly  good,  but  this  is  not  an 
agricultural  district,  and  the  crops  grown  are  by  no  means  sufficient 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  population. 

The  public  health  during  the  last  year  has  been  fairly  good. 


Public  health. 


KetUkn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Cartagena  in  the  Year  1892. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Garrucha. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pecket  reports  as  folloAvs  : — 

As  the  district  assigned  to  this  Vice-Consulate  at  the 
beginning  of  this  year  introduces  some  changes  in  the  limits  and 
list  of  sub-ports  given  in  mv  report  for  the  year  1888  it  will  be 
desirable  to  point  out  the  alterations  which  have  taken  place 
therein. 

The  new  boundaries,  in  addition  to  the  sub-ports  already 
mentioned,  viz. : Terreros,  Pozo  del  Esparto,  Villaricos, 
Palomares,  La  Bclaga,  Ferreila,  Macenas,  Carboneras,  and  Agua 
Amarga,  all  of  which  are  under  the  custom-house  at  Garrucha, 
where  vessels  bound  to  them  must  first  call  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  necessary  documents,  include  the  following  ports  of 
the  fourth  class,  viz.,  Esculias,  Las  Megras,  San  Jose,  San  Pedro, 
Bodalquilar,  and  San  Miguel.  These  places  are  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  custom-house  at  Almeria,  and  all  vessels  trading 
to  them  should  first  proceed  thither  to  clear  inwards  and  comply 
with  the  custom-house  requirements. 

The  new  limits  on  the  seaboard  are  from  Cape  de  Gatte  on  the 
west  to  Cape  Terreros  on  the  east,  and  inland  embrace  that  part  of 
the  province  of  Almeria  included  between  its  eastern,  northern, 
and  part  of  its  western  boundaries,  and  a line  drawn  from  the 
lighthouse  on  Cape  de  Gatte  and  passing  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Lucar. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

The  exports  from  this  district  during  the  past  year  exceeded 
those  of  1891,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  tables,  by  35,670/., 
Avhilst  the  imports  were  8,119/.  less  in  value  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  total  movement  being  27,551/.  in  favour  of  1892. 

The  increase  in  the  exports  is  accounted  for  by  the  continued 
activity  in  the  iron  ore  trade ; 10,850  tons  more  of  this  mineral 
were  shipped  during  1892  than  in  1891,  and  by  the  excess  of  571 
tons  of  rich  silver-lead  exported  in  the  former  over  the  latter  year. 

The  slight  decrease  was  caused  principally  by  the  unusual 
importation  of  some  very  valuable  pumping  machinery  in  1891, 
together  with  the  value  of  6,262  tons  of  coke  and  coals  less  intro- 
duced than  in  1891. 


MALAGA, 
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Table  showing  the  Gross  Values  of  Exports  and  Imports 
during  the  Year  1891  compared  with  those  for  the 
Year  1892. 


Value. 


1891. 

1892. 

Increase  in 
1892. 

Decrease  in 
1892. 

Exports.. 
Imports..  , « 

£ 

477,256 

199,500 

£ 

512,926 

191,381 

£ 

35,670 

£ 

8,119 

Total . . 

676,756 

704,307 

27,551 

•• 

The  particulars  and  approximate  value  of  the  imports  and 
exports  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Exports  (Foreign),  1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Iron  ore  . . > . 

128,450 

64,200 

Silver  lead  . . 

12,471 

384,100 

Esparto 

4,861 

35,200 

Palmeto  leaves  . . 

148 

1,260 

Oranges  and  lemons 

1,283 

9,200 

Various  articles 

132 

3,140 

Total 

•• 

147,345 

497,100 

Coastwise. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Marble  ..  .. 

Tons. 

287 

£ 

8.140 

Soapstone  . . 

173 

690 

Palmeto 

86 

610 

Esparto  . . 

76 

760 

Bar-iron 

37 

370 

Bice.. 

14 

280 

Flour 

21 

330 

Lead  ore 

309 

2,470 

65 

Coke  and  coals 

43 

Timber  and  deals  . . 

24 

240 

Iron  ore 

20 

11 

Oranges  and  lemons 

20 

180 

Various  articles  .. 

56 

1,680 

Total 

•• 

•• 

1,166 

15,826 
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Imports  (Foreign),  1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Coke 

14,259 

31,200 

Coals 

6,248 

9,300 

Manufactured  iron. . 

11 

170 

Fire-bricks  and  clay 

3 

11 

Machinery 

16 

1,200 

Timber  and  deals  . . 

1,611 

14,500 

Yarious  articles  . . . . * „ 

48 

2,100 

Total 

22,198 

58,481 

Coastwise. 


Articles. 

1 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Petroleum  . . . • 

352 

3,530 

Salt  . . 

750 

720 

Rice.. 

449 

8,160 

Flour 

12 

190 

Lead  ore 

10,419  j 

83,350 

Iron  „ 

822 

450 

Timber  and  deals  . . 

447 

4,540 

Cotton  and  woollen  goods 

38 

7,600 

Coals 

442 

620 

Soap . . 

342 

8,850 

Iron  and  steel 

183 

2,240 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

22 

260 

Salt  fish 

27 

580 

Sugar  

89 

3,560 

Spirits  of  wine 

28 

1,120 

Hydraulic  cement  . . 

13 

40 

Beans 

16 

320 

Indian  corn 

121 

1,330 

Yarious  articles  ..  . . 

136 

5,440 

Total 

•• 

14,708 

132,900 

The  iron  ore  was  shipped  to  the  following  countries;  with  the 
exception  of  one  small  German  steamer,  entirely  in  British 
vessels : — 


Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

England 

51 

t97,350 

United  States  of  America 

7 

17,200 

France 

1 

1,700 

Holland 

2 

4,170 

Belgium 

3 

8,030 

Total  .. 

64 

128,450 
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The  12/47.1  tons  of  silver  lead,  containing  about  90  ounces  of 
silver  to  the  ton  of  lead,  were  shipped  exclusively  in  British 
bottoms  to  the  north  of  England. 

The  esparto  was  also  shipped  in  British  steamers  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  the  oranges  in  like  manner  to  London. 

The  importation  of  coals,  coke,  machinery,  fire-clay,  &c.,  from 
the  north-east  ports  of  England  was  also  under  the  British  flag. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  carrying  trade  is  in  British  trade, 
the  hands  of  the  British  shipowner,  that  is  to  say,  the  foreign 
carrying  trade,  which  is  the  only  one  permitted  to  vessels  that  are 
not  under  the  Spanish  flag.  Were  it  otherwise,  and  the  coasting 
trade  open  to  foreigners,  no  doubt  the  whole  of  it  also  would  be 
carried  on  in  British  vessels  to  the  manifest  gain  both  to  the 
merchant  and  consumer  in  a district  where  there  are  no  railways, 
few  roads,  and  where  the  excessive  rates  of  freights  coastwise 
caused  by  this  exclusive  monopoly  often  render  impossible  the 
carrying  on  of  small  industries  altogether. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  following  tables  show  the  movements  of  British,  foreign, 
and  coasting  ships  for  1892  compared  with  1891 : — 
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Total  Imports  and  Exports  in  British  Vessels  in  1892, 
compared  with  those  in  1891. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

Steam 

Ships. 

Sailing 

Ships. 

Total. 

Steam 

Ships. 

Sailing 

Ships. 

Total. 

1892  

1891  

Difference 

Tons. 

20,537 

26,113 

Tons. 

Tons. 

20,537 

26,113 

Tons. 
144,397 
128,798  ; 

Tons. 

J Tons. 

, 144,397 

; 128,798 

Tons. 

164,934 

154,911 

- 5,576 

... 

— 5,576 

+ 15,599 

... 

+ 15.599 

|+  10,023 

.Number  and  Tonnage’of  Spanish  Coasting  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  in  1892, 
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Number  and  Tonnage  of  Spanish  Coasting  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared  in  1891. 
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The  coasting  trade  consists  principally  of  imports,  the  exports  Coasting- 
are  oflittle  importance.  trade. 

The  imports  are,  as  in  other  years,  chiefly  lead  ore  for  the 
smelting  works,  and  such  commodities  as  are  not  allowed  to  be 
imported  direct  from  the  foreign  market,  but  have  to  be  taken 
first  to  a custom-house  for  their  introduction,  and  after 
"being  landed  and  the  duty  paid,  are  sent  along  the  coast  in 
falucbos  and  small  steamers  at  a rate  of  freight  infinitely  above 
the  long  over-sea  one. 

The  exports  are  confined  to  native  produce,  marble  from  the 
Macael  Quarries  and  soapstone  from  Somontin  and  Lucar. 

The  foreign  vessels — not  British  or  Spanish — were  two  Russian  Foreign 
sailing  ships  with  deals  from  the  Baltic  and  three  Portuguese  vessels, 
schooners  with  pit-props.  The  Russian  vessels  sailed  in  ballast, 
and  the  Portuguese  took  small  parcels  of  palmeto  leaves  back  to 
Portugal. 

Garrucha  is  still  an  open  roadstead,  and  shipments  continue  p0rt. 

1:o  be  made  from  off  the  beach,  the  principal  export,  iron  ore, 
being  carried  by  hand  in  esparto  baskets,  and  thrown  into  barges 
anoored  in  the  surf  at  a cost  of  about  Is.  per  ton. 

This  gives  rise  to  very  considerable  loss  whilst  loading, 
besides  seriously  altering  the  mechanical  condition  of  the  ore. 

Several  schemes  for  a mole  or  breakwater  have  been  proposed, 
but  nothing  practical  has  yet  resulted. 

There  was,  it  appears,  an  attempt  made  some  years  ago  to  Ship- 
establish  ship-building  here,  and,  in  fact,  a brig,  “ El  Observador,”  building, 
of  over  300  tons  register  was  built  and  fitted  out  at  Garrucha  for 
the  American  trade ; but  nothing  seems  to  have  come  of  it,  and 
now  the  only  craft  built  here  are  large  cargo  barges  and  a very 
superior  class  of  fishing  boat. 

Vessels  discharging  outward  cargoes  here  have  a special  Retum 
advantage  as  to  return  freight,  both  dead  weight,  such  as  iron  ore  freights, 
and  bar-lead,  and  light  cargoes  of  esparto  are  always  procurable 
to  the  United  Kingdom  as  well  as  oranges  to  London  in  the 
season,  i.e .,  from  November  1 to  about  the  middle  of  December. 

Hardly  any  chartering,  however,  is  done  here,  and  it  would 
not  be  advisable  for  vessels  to  come  seeking  as  the  receivers  of  the 
cargo  invariably  insist  on  chartering  in  London. 

The  average  rates  of  freight  throughout  the  year  were  as  Average  rates 
follows  : — of  freight. 

From  north-east  ports  of  England,  coke  126-.  3 d.  per  ton; 
coals  9s.  per  ton. 

For  iron  ore  to  the  United  States,  8s.  6d.  per  ton  ; to  north- 
east ports  of  England,  7 s.  3 cl.  per  ton ; to  Newport  and  Cardiff’, 

<is.  7 d.  per  ton ; Mary  port,  Barrow,  and  Glasgow,  7s.  8d.  per  ton; 
to  Rotterdam,  Antwerp,  and  Calais,  7s.  bd.  per  ton. 

Lead  to  Newcastle,  8s.  per  ton. 

Esparto,  in  pressed  bales,  to  United  Kingdom,  13s.  6d. 
per  ton. 

Oranges  to  London,  Is.  9 d.  per  box. 

(1612;  d 2 
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Population  and  Industries. 

Emigration  has  been  general  during  the  year  principally  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  population  has  fallen  off  considerably, 
caused  partly  by  the  scarcity  of  work  for  lead  miners,  owing  to 
the  continued  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the  general  pumping  on 
the  lead  and  silver  mines  of  the  Sierra  Almagrera  and 
Herrerias,  and  partly  by  the  increased  taxation  on  the  gross  out- 
put of  mines,  and  the  new  surface  tax  which  is  30  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  old  one.  All  this  tends  to  foster  emigration  in  a purely 
mining  district  like  this. 

In  the  silver  and  lead  mining  district  of  the  Sierra  Almagrera 
above  mentioned,  the  water  has  so  increased  in  the  deep  mines 
that  not  more  than  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  setts,  some  7 00  in 
number,  are  able  to  work,  and  those  only  in  the  high  or  dry  zone. 
This  reflects  also  on  the  smelting  works  of  which,  before  the 
pumping  station  was  allowed  to  go  to  ruin,  there  were  14  in  full 
operation  producing  about  30,000  tons  of  lead  and  2,700,000  ounces 
of  silver  yearly.  At  present  there  are  only  7 in  full  work,  and 
the  production  does  not  exceed  13,000  tons  of  silver-lead 
annually. 

There  are  large  modern  desilverising  works  nt  Garrucha,  but 
they  are  closed  for  the  same  reasons  given  above. 

Those  iron  mines  of  Bedar  that  are  in  exploitation  have 
produced  during  the  year  about  180,000  tons  of  ore,  of  Avhich 
about  130,000  tons  have  been  exported,  40,000  tons  remained  in 
stock  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  balance  has  either  been  used 
up  in  the  smelting  works  or  stocked  at  the  mines.  Several  new 
mines  have  been  opened  out  and  investigations  carried  on  on 
the  setts  not  yet  exploited.  A provisional  contract  has  been 
signed  for  a railway  connecting  these  mines  with  the  coast 
at  Garrucha,  and  it  is  now  probable  that  this  will  shortly  be 
made. 

At  Lucainena  large  deposits  of  apparently  very  good  ore 
have  been  investigated  and  a cable  road  or  overhead  tramway  is 
about  to  be  constructed  connecting  them  with  a point  on  the 
coast  not  yet  determined. 

The  iron  mines  at  Herrerias  have  been  pumped  dry  and  the 
debris  is  being  cleared  off.  A few  cargoes  of  rich  manganiferous 
ore  have  been  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  it  is  estimated 
that  it  will  take  at  least  a year  to  uncover  the  whole  of  this 
important  deposit,  meanwhile  a short  narrow  gauge  railway  is- 
being  laid  down  to  transport  the  minerals  to  Palomares  where 
they  will  be  shipped.  These  works  are  being  carried  out  by  a 
London  house. 

The  mineral  resources  of  the  district  are  very  great  and  only 
require  capital  and  means  of  communication  to  develop  them. 
The  Sierra  Almagrera  produces  lead  ores,  the  richest  in  silver 
probably  of  any  known  district,  whilst  the  Sierra  of  Bedar 
contains  large  deposits  of  good  hematites  and  magnetic  iron 
ores.  Many  other  minerals  of  industrial  importance  are  found 
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in"  considerable  quantities,  and  the  only  marble  used  now  in 
Spain  for  common  uses  is  quarried  within  a few  miles  of 
this  port. 

To  show  how  varied  are  the  mineral  productions  cf  this  part 
of  Spain,  I annex  the  following  table  prepared  from  data  obtained 
on  the  spot. 
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List  of  Ores,  Minerals,  and  Mineral  Substances  ivliich  occur  in 
the  Eastern  Division  of  the  Province  of  Almeria  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  be  of  industrial  importance. 


Common  Name. 

i Mineralogical 
Name. 

Remarks. 

Alabaster 

1 Selenite 

See  gypsum 

Alum  stone 

A1  unite 

At  ltodalquilar  near  Cape  de  Gattc 

Asbestos  . . 

Amianthus  .. 

1 Near  steatite  deposits  at  Lr.car  and  Somontin 

Black  Jack 

; Blende 

At  Rambla  del  Cajon,  near  Carboneras  and, 
mixed  with  galena,  at  Jaroso  in  the 
Almagrera  range 

Brown  ore 

Limonite 

I At  Bedar  (much  used  ; s a flux  in  lead 
smelting) 

Calamine 

Smitlisonite  . . 

I At  Cerro  de  la  Cruz,  Carboneras 

Cinnabar. . 

Cinnabar 

: In  quartzite  at  Bayarque,  where  distilling 
works  are  established  on  a small  scale 

Cobalt  glance 

Cobaltine 

At  Cabezo  minado,  and  near  Tijola,  probably 
in  small  quantities.  Not  worked. 

Copper  pyrites  . . 

Chalcapyrite  . 

At  Palain,  near  Carboneras,  Sierra  Alma- 
grera, and  at  Villaricos 

„ ore,  blue 

Azurite 

At  Bedar,  Pinar,  Zurgena,  RodalquPar,. 
Boca  de  Oria,  Lucar,  and  Tijola 

Galena  . . 

Galenite 

! 

At  Jaroso,  Sierra  Almagrera,  Cape  de  Gatte, 
Las  Herrerias,  Pulpi  (in  fine  crystals),  and 
at  the  Pinar  de  Bedar  (disseminated 
throughout  the  dolomite  limestone). 
About  30,000  tons  are  raised  and  smelted 
annually.  The  ores  richest  in  silver  are 
those  from  the  Sierra  Almagrera,  which 
alone  produces  nine-tenths  of  the  above 
quantity,  containing  on  the  average  7 ozs. 
of  silver  per  ton  of  ore 

Gold 

Native  gold  . . 

Placer  gold  occurs  in  small  quantities  at 
several  places.  In  alluvial  deposits  at 
Sufli,  A1  omnia,  and  at  Pilar  de  Jarabia, 
j where  the  alluvium  is  said  to  yield  1 cent, 

of  oz.  per  cwt.  equals  5 grammes  per  ton ; 
also  at  Rodalquilar  in  quartz  veins 

Gvpsum  , . 

I Selenite 

At  Pulpi,  where  very  large  and  beautiful 
crystals  are  found,  also  at  Turre,  near 
Garrucha,  Palomares,  Yera,  Sorbas,  Car- 
boneras, &c. 

Iron  ore,  red,  and| 

campanil 

Hematite  . . j 

At  Bedar  and  Serena,  in  large  deposits  in 
beds  and  lodes,  Carboneras,  Terreros,  &c. 
About  200,000  tons  are  raised  annually  for 
exportation  and  consumption  in  the  lead 
works,  90  per  cent,  of  which  is  mined  in 
the  Sierra  de  Bedar 

Iren  ore  magnetic 

Magnetite 

At  Jauto,  near  Serena,  containing  65  per 
cent,  of  metallic  iron 

Iron  ore,  mangani- 

ferous  . . 

Manganiferous 

hematite  . . 

At  Herrerias  de  Cuevas  and  Carboneras 

Manganese  ore  . . 

Pyrolusite 

At  Herrerias  de  Cuevas 

Marble  . . 

Marble 

At  Macael,  where  it  is  extensively  worked. 
There  are  unworked  beds  at  Lijar,  Cobdar, 
Purchena,  Chive,  Lubrin,  and  Bedar 

Selenitic  lime  ..  1 

Selenite 

See  gypsum 
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List  of  Ores,  Minerals,  and  Mineral  Substances  which  occur  in 
the  Eastern  Division  of  the  Province  of  Almeria  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  be  of  industrial  importance — continued. 


Common  Name. 

Mineralogical 

Name. 

Remarks. 

Silver 

Silver. . 

In  wire-like  dendritic  masses  at  Herrerias 
also  with  galena  in  the  Sierra  de  Alma- 
grera.  About  1,000,000  ozs.  are  raised  and 
smelted  annually 

Soapstone 

Steatite 

Largely  worked  at  Somontin  and  Lucar 

Molybdate  of  lead 

Wulfenite 

At  Boca  de  Oria  near  Garrucha,  in  fine' 
tetragonal  crystals  associated  with  galena 

That  part  of  the  population  not  employed  in  the  mines  and  Employment 
smelting  works  are  engaged  in  fishing,  agriculture,  and  labour  of  the  people, 
connected  with  shipping. 

The  average  wages  earned  per  day  (from  sun-rise  to  sun-set)  Wages, 
were  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

From — 

To— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Miners  (pick  men) 

1 8 

2 0 

„ (labourers) 
Smelting  and  furnacemen 

. . 

1 4 

. . 

1 8 

Labourers,  road  and  railway 

. , 

1 4 

Lumpers,  stevedores,  and  beach- 
men,  on  shore  . . 

Lumpers  and  stevedores,  on  board 

1 8 

• • 

3 0 

Public  Works . 

The  railway  from  Lorca  to  Granada  is  rapidly  being  completed  Raiiway  and. 
and  will  be  opened  shortly  as  far  as  Purchena  for  goods  and  roads, 
passenger  traffic.  The  high  road  from  Vera  to  Cuevas  which 
was  washed  away  is  now  being  reconstructed  and  the  road  to 
Aguilas,  so  long  abandoned,  is  now  in  a fair  way  to  become  a 
reality. 


Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Total 
Value  of 
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Granada. 


Mr.  Stainer  reports  as  follows : — 

In  regard  to  any  commercial  movement  in  this  province  there  Electric  light, 
is  little  to  be  said.  There  has  been  a manufactory  established 
for  supplying  Granada  with  electricity.  And  I believe  the  gas 
company  of  Lebon  and  Company  think  of  building  another  one 
in  opposition,  nothing  has  as  yet  been  lighted  with  electricity, 
but  it  is  proposed  to  inaugurate  it  at  the  approaching  fetes  of 
the  Corpus  Christi  in  June  next.  The  railway  from  Granada 
to  Murcia  is  still  being  proceeded  with,  and  the  company  trusts  Railways, 
soon  to  have  it  open  as  far  as  Baza,  leaving  for  the  future  the  part 
from  Baza  to  Granada  or  when  the  funds  at  their  disposal  will 
enable  them  to  do  it. 

The  opening  of  the  railway  from  Gibraltar,  to  the  main  line, 
through  Honda  to  Bobadida  is  being  felt  here  in  a much  larger 
number  of  visitors  coming  that  way.  A great  many  Americans 
take  advantage  of  the  North  German  Lloyds  steamers  from  New 
York  to  Gibraltar,  they  avoid  the  cold  and  icebergs  of  the 
Atlantic  in  winter,  and  get  into  a warm  latitude,  and  the  steamers 
appear  to  be  most  comfortable.  Visitors  to  Spain  from  England 
would  also  find  Gibraltar  a good  point  for  landing  in  Spain  if 
they  did  not  mind  the  sea  journey. 

The  line  of  railway  from  Linares  to  Almeria  is  also  being 
proceeded  with  I believe  with  tolerable  energy.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  these  railways  will  open  out  the  country  very  much ; 
and  great  mineral  wealth  and  splendid  markets,  &c.,  are  lying 
idle  from  want  of  means  of  transport. 

I cannot  call  to  mind  anything  else  worthy  of  mention, 
for  the  shops  of  Granada  and  the  sugar  manufactories  are  going 
on  about  the  same,  these  last  are  on  a large  scale  and  appear  to 
be  doing  well. 


Linares. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Whyte  reports  as  follows: — 

It  is  regrettable  that  it  should  again  be  necessary  to  record  an  Mining, 
accentuated  depression  in  the  mining  industry  of  the  district. 

The  mines  continued  good,  but  as  these  become  deeper, 
involving  the  employment  of  more  machinery,  &c.,  the  cost  of 
working  tends  necessarily  to  increase,  while  in  July  last  the  tax 
of  1 per  cent,  on  the  gross  production  was  raised  to  2 per  cent., 
the  surface  dues  from  the  same  date  being  augmented  30  per 
cent. 

The  number  of  mines  leaving  any  profit  during  1892  must 
have  been  very  small,  and  even  that  of  those  paying  cost  of 
working  extremely  limited. 

The  price  of  lead  and  silver  for  the  past  year  has  been  excep-  pricc  0f  jcaj 
tionally,  perhaps  unprecedentedly,  low,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  and  silver. 
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Exchange. 


Production, 


Value. 


Mines 

working. 

Present 
condition  of 
mining 
industry. 


following  table  of  average  prices  in  London,  for  the  previous 
5 years : — 


Year. 

Lead  per  Ton. 

Standard  Siver 
per  Ounce. 

1888 

£ s.  cl 
13  12  6 

s.  d. 
3 6t| 

1889 

12  15  11 

3 6if 

1890 

13  2 

4 OH 

1891 

12  4 9i 

3 9^ 

1892 

10  8 111 

3 m 

As  the  lead  ores  of  this  district  contain,  on  an  average, 
9^  ounces  of  silver  per  ton,  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  this 
latter  metal  represents  a loss  of  serious  importance. 

The  exchange  on  London  throughout  1892  continued  ex- 
tremely high  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  mining  interests  of  this 
district. 

The  production,  as  given  officially,  is  as  follows  : — 


Tons. 

Galena.. 

85,351 

Carbonates 

13,271 

Total  . . 

.. 

. 

98,622* 

* Equivalent  to  72,355  tons  of  metallic  lead. 


The  above  shows  a very  considerable  decrease  on  the  output 
of  1891,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  augmented  tax  on 
the  gross  produce  furnished  additional  motives  to  miners  to 
understate  the  full  amount  of  their  raisings,  which,  in  reality,, 
were  probably  fully  equal  to,  if  not  larger,  than  those  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  declared  value  of  the  year’s  production  was  given  as 
12,359,889  pesetas. 

The  average  prices  being  for  galena,  135  pesetas  20  c.  per 
ton,  and  for  carbonate,  61  pesetas  80  c.  per  ton. 

The  total  number  of  mines  now  registered  in  the  district  is 
972,  of  which  only  209  are  working. 

The  present  state  of  mining  industry  in  Linares  shows  in- 
creased duJness,  and  should  the  crisis,  through  which  it  is  now 
passing,  be  prolonged,  many  more  mines  must  eventually  stop 
working. 

Indeed,  it  is  indubitable,  that  a very  general  suspension  of 
mining  operations  would  have  already  taken  place  were  it  r.ot 
that  in  many  cases  such  a course  would  be  equivalent  to  a 
practical  abandonment  of  the  mines. 

This  latter  circumstance  is,  of  course,  fully  appreciated  by 
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the  various  mining  companies  and  owners  who  have  expended 
immense  capital  on  the  development  of  their  proper  ties,  and  there 
is  little  doubt  that  those  who  are  strong  enough  to  resist  the 
present  strain  will  eventually  reap  the  benefit  of  their  persever- 
ance-. 

Indeed,  the  very  intensity  of  the  crisis  may  not  improbably 
lead  to  its  more  rapid  termination. 

The  actual  price  of  lead  and  silver,  respectively,  9/.  13s.  9 cl. 
per  ton,  and  38-$^.  per  ounce,  shows  a further  fall  on  the  average 
of  1891.  The  former  having  been  as  low  as  9 1.  5s.  per  ton,  and 
the  latter  as  37|d.  per  ounce. 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  London,  although  still  high,  is  some- 
what lower  than  it  has  been. 

The  ore  smelted  in  Linares  by  the  four  smelting  companies  Smelting, 
working  was  about  54,000  tons,  equal  to  41,580  tons  of  metallic 
Je  id. 

This  shows  some  increase  over  1891. 

The  quantity  of  coal  consumed  maybe  estimated  at  70,000  Coal  and  coke, 
tons,  and  that  of  coke  at  4,500  tons. 

The  cost  of  the  former  at  the  mines  is  about  1/.  155.  4 d.,  and 
that  of  the  latter  21.  per  ton. 

During  1892  the  supply  of  Spanish  coal  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  inadequate  to  the  demand,  and  it  would  seem  that  this 
would  be  a favourable  occasion  for  the  introduction  of  coal  from 
England,  but  for  the  high  rate  of  exchange  that  rules  at  present. 

The  import  duty  on  coal  and  coke  under  the  old  tariff  was 
1 peseta  25  c.  per  1,000  kilos.  ; under  the  present  one,  for  most- 
favoured  nations,  2 pesetas  50  c.  per  1,000  kilos.,  while  for  non- 
fa  voured  nations  it  is  that  of  3 pesetas  per  1,000  kilos. 

During  the  first  six  months  or  so  of  1891  the  general  state  of  General  state 
business  in  Linares  was  fairly  thriving,  in  a large  measure  owing  of  f>usiness* 
to  the  fact  that  eight-tenths  of  the  first  prize  of  the  Christmas 
lottery  of  1891  fell  to  this  town — an  evident  sign  of  this  prosperity 
was  evinced  by  the  activity  which  prevailed  in  the  building 
trade. 

During  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  however,  the  effect  of  the 
mining  depression  became  distinctly  marked.  Except  in  those 
shops  dedicated  to  the  sale  of  articles  of  primary  necessity, 
extreme  stagnation  is  generally  apparent. 

The  shopkeepers  have  almost,  or  entirely,  suspended  the 
system  of  credit,  and  as  it  is  the  invariable  custom  of  the  work- 
people here  to  spend  their  wages  before  pay  day,  the  purchasing 
power  of  the  latter  is  reduced  to  a minimum.  This  last  circum- 
stance tends  to  augment  the  distress  which,  especially  in  the 
winter  months,  was  considerable. 

The  population  of  Linares,  according  to  the  official  census  of  Population, 
1887,  consisted  of  29,544  persons. 

In  1891  it  was  estimated  at  45,000,  which  latter  number 
was  reduced  in  1892  by  some  8 per  cent.,  making  the  actual 
population  for,  say  the  end  of  the  year,  equal  to  41,400  in- 
habitants. 
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Civil  register. 


Public  health 


New  railways. 


The  register  for  1892  gives  the  following,  viz. : — 


Number. 


Births . . . . . . . . . . ..  ! 1,251 

Deaths..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,551 

Marriages  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 281* 


* Of  these  5 were  civil  marriages. 


The  death  rate  on  the  assumed  population  of  45,000  persons 
(about  the  average  for  the  year)  was  equal  to  34*46  per  1,000. 

This  high  rate  is  mainly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  heavy 
mortality  which  occurs  amongst  young  children,  chiefly  caused 
by  insufficient  or  improper  nourishment,  much  overcrowding,  and 
defective  hygienic  arrangements. 

The  new  railway  from  Linares  to  Puente-Genil,  after  many 
delays,  was  opened  to  the  public  on  January  22. 

It  was  generally  expected  that  the  opening  of  this  line  would 
confer  much  benefit  on  the  district,  but  up  to  the  present  time 
this  has  not  been  the  case. 

The  tariff  actually  established  offers  no  advantage  over  that  in 
force  on  the  Madrid-Zaragosa,  and  Alicante  Railway,  and  practic- 
ally all  the  traffic  of  Linares  continues,  as  before,  to  pass  over 
the  lines  of  the  latter  company. 

The  construction  of  the  railway  from  Linares  to  Almeria  is 
being  carried  on  with  fair  activity. 

The  line  from  Baeza  Station  to  the  border  of  the  municipal 
district  of  Baeza,  a distance  of  45  kiloms.,  is  now  ready  for  the 
laying  down  of  the  rails,  and  two  fine  iron  bridges,  one  erected 
respectively  over  the  rivers  Guadalimar  and  Guadalquivir. 

On  the  Almeria  side  some  40  kiloms.  are  also  constructed. 

It  is  expected  that  very  shortly  work  will  be  commenced  on 
the  section  between  Linares  and  the  Baeza  station,  and  the  ex- 
propriation and  purchase  of  ground  is  being  actually  proceeded 
with. 

It  is  stated  that  this  railway  should  be  completed  and  opened 
to  the  public  in  4 years'  time,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
calculations  of  this  nature  should  be  accepted  with  considerable 
reserve. 


Crops . 

The  harvest  of  1892  is  described  as  an  average  one,  the 
produce  of  this  municipal  district  being  given  as  follows  : — 


Harvest, 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Wheat 

Bushels 

19,400 

Barley 

» • • 

25,600 

Beans 

Gallons 

5,500 

Oil 

20,500 

Production. 


The  average  prices  obtained  for  the  above  were : — 


Price. 


Articles. 

Price. 

s.  d. 

Wheat  

Per  bushel  . . 

7 5 

Barley 

>;  • • 

3 2 

Beans 

99  • • 

4 2 

Oil 

Per  gallon  . . 

2 9 

The  municipal  dues  levied  on  the  following  articles  are  : — Municipal 

dues. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

Pesetas  c. 

Wheat  and  flour  . . 

Per  100  kilos. 

2 10 

Barley 

99  99 

0 80 

Beans 

>9  9) 

0 44 

Oil 

22  00 

Wine 

• • 

Per  100  litres 

17  50 

There  was  no  appearance  of  locusts  in  this  province  during  Locusts. 
1892,  nor  has  any  been  noticed  up  to  the  present  time. 

A certain  amount  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  occurred  amongst  disease 
the  cattle  ; it  was,  however,  of  an  extremely  benignant  nature,  amongst 
and  of  short  duration.  cattle. 

The  prospects  of  the  coming  harvest  are  very  promising,  the  Prospects  of 
weather,  from  the  time  of  sowing  up  to  the  present,  having  been  harvest  of 
nearly  altogether  propitious.  1893* 

The  crop  of  barley  is  assured,  and  will  be  very  abundant. 

Wheat,  at  present,  is  looking  generally  extremely  well,  but  is 
slightly  in  want  of  rain. 

The  crop  of  beans,  which  should  have  been  excellent,  will  be 
but  an  average  one,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  a certain  para- 
sitical epidemic  which  destroyed  many. 

The  appearance  of  the  flower  on  the  olive,  is  such  as  to 
warrant  the  hope  of  an  abundant  produce,  but  it  is  still  too  early 
in  the  year,  and  there  are  still  too  many  possible  vicissitudes  to 
form  any  decided  opinion  on  the  prospects  of  this  most  uncertain 
crop. 
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Shipping. 


Mazarron. 

Mr.  Consular- Agent  Pearse  reports  as  follows:  — 

The  number  of  British  steamers  cleared  at  Puerto  de  Mazarron 
in  1892  was  50,  with  a total  register  of  41,722  tons,  as  compared 
with  42  steamers  with  36,919  tons  in  1891. 


Imports  int  British  Steamers. 


Articles. 

I Quantity. 

Coals 
Cote  . . 

Iron  goods,  bricks,  &c- 

Slag ' 

Total 

„ in  1891 

Tons. 

22,935 

6,122 

222 

1,500 

l ’ 

30,779 

29,174 

Exports  in  British  Steamers. 

Articles, 

Quantity. 

Iron  ore 
Lead  . . 

Total 

„ in  1891  

Tons. 

25,740 

11,400 

37,140 

29,331 

Imports  in  Foreign  Vessels. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Slag 

Machinery 
Coals  . . 

Coke 

Timber  .. 

Tons. 

4,700 

184 

1,750 

1,965 

450 
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Exports  in  Foreign  Vessels. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Lead  . . . . . . 

6,590 

Lead  ore 

175 

Iron  ore 

•• 

Total 

6,765 

„ in  1891  .. 

•• 

•• 

10,017 

The  crop  of  this  fruit  in  the  district  of  Totana  has  been  a Agriculture, 
fair  one,  but  the  quality  does  not  appear  to  be  up  to  the  mark.  Oranges. 
For  particulars  of  this  and  other  fruit  and  grain  see  my  last 
report. 

'The  total  output  of  the  Mazarron  mines  in  1892  was  about  Silver  lead 
860,000  quintals,  as  compared  with  about  905,000  quintals  in  ore. 

1891. 


Table  showing  the  Approximate  Production  of  each  Mine  now 
in  Production,  and  Contents  of  Silver  per  quintal  of 
Mineral. 


Name  of  Mine. 

Production. 

Lead. 

Silver. 

By  whom  Worked. 

Impensada  

Quintals. 

98,000 

Per  Cent 
60 

Ounces. 

2-50 

Compania  de  AguiJas 

Triumfo  

264,000 

66 

3 

Santa  Ana  

144,000 

60 

2 

>>  it 

San  Antonio 

36,000 

64 

3 

Fuensanla  

24,000 

50 

2-08 

Compania  La  Union 
Compania  Escombrera-Bley- 

Usurpada  

18,000 

60 

2*60 

Santa  Isabel  ... 

40  000 

64 

3 

San  Carlos 

10,000 

70 

2-60 

berg 

Sociedad  San  Carlos 

San  Jose  

36,000 

64 

3-20 

Sociedad  San  Jose 

Talia  

1 32,000 
8,000 

70 

2-80 

Pio  Wandosell 

San  Vicente 

56 

2-80 

Miguel  Zapata 

Vista  Alegre 

50 

40 

3 

Sociedad  Vista  Alegre 

Total  

860,050 

This  business  has  come  to  a complete  standstill  in  this  district  Iron  ore 
The  Morata  Valley  Company  have  stopped  working  the  mines  of 
Morata,  and  is  in  liquidation.  Other  companies  which  have  been 
formed  give  no  signs  of  life. 


Ketukn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Puerto  de  Mazarron  in  the  Year  1892. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Marbella  and  Estepona. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Calzado  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  Marbella  during  the  year  1892  still  continued  to  Trade, 
show  a falling-off  in  the  exports  as  is  exhibited  in  the  following 
statistics : — 

Return  of  all  Ships  Entered  and  Cleared,  Laden  and  in  Ballast, 
at  the  Port  of  Marbella  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


1891. 


Arrivals. 

Departures. 

Description. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Laden  

2 

1,349 

£ 

1,826 

20 

23,972 

£ 

38,004 

In  ballast 

20 

23,972 

2 

1,349 

Total  

2- 

25,321 

1,826 

I 

22 

25,321 

38,004 

1892. 


Arrivals, 

Departures. 

Description. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value. 

Laden  

5 

2,568 

£ 

4,568 

19 

22,881 

£ 

31,134 

In  ballast 

19 

22,881 

5 

2,568 

Total  

24 

25,449 

4,568 

24 

25,449 

31,134 

The  export  trade  principally  consisting  of  magnetic  iron  ore 
has  been,  as  usually,  carried  on  in  English  steamships  (with  the 
exception  of  a Norwegian  steamer)  to  the  following  countries, 
and  in  the  proportion  hereinafter  specified  : — 


Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Iron  Ore. 

Value. 

United  States  . . 

10 

13,639 

Tons. 

27,355 

£ 

21,134 

Great  Britain  . . 

8 

7,876 

17,040 

8,200 

Holland 

1 

1,366 

3,000 

1,800 

Total  . . 

19 

22,881 

47,395 

31,134 

There  are  two  facts  to  be  noticed  in  the  above  items : the  j5xportg  an* 
decrease  of  6,870/.  in  the  exports  and  the  increase  of  2,730/.  in  imports, 
the  imports,  compared  with  tho«e  of  1891-92.  The  depression 
has  been  going  on  all  through  1890-91  and  1891-92  in  con- 
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Grapes. 

Raisins, 

Wines. 

Fruits. 


Beet  crop. 

Sugar  canes. 
Flour. 


sequence,  it  is  believed,  of  the  general  depreciation  of  the  iron 
ore,  but  was  even  more  felt  in  America,  where  some  cargoes  of 
mineral  mixed  with  sulphur  were  received  from  Spain. 

These  repeated  fluctuations  and  the  need  which  miners  have 
experienced  of  finding  out  new  markets  for  their  ores  have  given 
occasion  for  the  disposal  of  some  cargoes  in  England  and  Holland 
at  even  lower  prices  so  as  to  be  able  to  turn  into  cash  the  large 
quantity  of  ore  they  have  actually  on  stock. 

The  grape-crop  was  good  and  abundant  through  all  the 
district,  and  the  raisins  obtained  are  of  a fair  appearance,  good 
size  and  colour.  Small  quantities  of  this  fruit  are  sent  to  Malaga 
by  sea,  but  the  greater  part  is  carried  from  the  vineyards  on 
donkeys  and  carts  directly  thereto,  and  this  mode  of  conveyance 
overland  renders  the  formation  of  accurate  statistics  difficult,  and 
one  must  therefore  rely  on  the  information  specially  given  by  the 
vineyard  cultivators. 

The  quantity  of  boxes  of  raisins  is  estimated  to  be  from 
46,000  boxes  to  50,000  boxes. 

The  best  wine-producing  districts  have  been  suffering  of  late 
from  terrible  encroachments  of  the  phylloxera,  and  the  vineyards 

have  been  greatly  injured. 

During  the  present  year,  according  to  statistics  from  official 
sources,  the  exportation  of  fruits  from  this  district  direct,  and 
through  Malaga  to  foreign  ports,  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Kilogrammes. 

Oranges 

160,300 

Lemons 

8,750 

Dried  figs  . . 

78,590 

Esparto  grass 

25,800 

The  sugar  beet  crop,  at  the  colony  of  “ San  Pedro  Alcantara,’* 
has  been  fairly  good,  and  a yield  of  400,000  kilos,  of  fine  white 

sugar  has  been  stored. 

Notwithstanding  their  success,  the  landholders  cannot  but  see 
the  advantages  derived  from  the  sugar-cane  over  the  beets,  as 
those  are  more  suitable  to  this  climate,  give  a better  yield  and 
require  les^  cultivation,  and  they  still  cherish  the  idea  of  foment- 
ing, a-  formerly.,  the  plantation  of  the  canes  without  giving  up 
entirely  t .e  cultivation  of  the  beets. 

The  sugar-cane  crop  has  given  a yield  of  about  200,000  kilos, 
of  sugar. 

In  the  colony  of  “ El  .Angel5’  a ‘small  portion  of  the  sugar- 
canes  has  Leen  cut  out  this  year  and  worked  into  sugar,  having 
obtained  a produce  of  100,006  kilos,  of  white  sugar. 

in  the  flour-mill  1,030,000  k los.  of  flour  have  been  ground 
during  the  year  1802. 

The  investigations  which  were  going  on  at  the  new  mines  of 


Mining. 
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iron  in  Puerto  de  Mobledal,  near  the  city  of  Ronda,  were  stopped 
in  February  last,  to  be  continued  in  the  approaching  summer,  but 
the  bad  state  of  the  iron  trade  since  have  restrained  the  investi- 
gators from  pursuing  their  exploration,  and  the  work  remains  at 
present  in  status  quo. 

With  the  same  want  of  success  the  work  of  constructing  the  Malaga  to 
railway  from  Malaga  to  Oampomento  remains  at  a standstill,  and  Campomento 
without  the  least  chance  of  their  future  continuation.  It  is 
wonderfully  strange  that  neither  the  Government  nor  the 
newspapers  of  the  province  should  take  up  the  matter  and  cause 
the  work  to  be  continued,  or  the  concession  cancelled  according  to 
the  conditions  of  the  grant. 

As  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  the  roads  are  not  good  Public  works, 
between  Marbella  and  Malaga  or  Gibraltar ; the  high  road  to 
Malaga  is  not  complete,  and  there  is  no  confidence  in  its  being 
ever  finished.  The  contractor  for  this  part  of  the  road  died  some 
years  ago,  leaving  matters  in  such  confusion  that  no  one  seems  to 
be  able  or  willing  to  meddle  with  them  or  continue  the  work. 

The  branch  from  Marbella  to  Gibraltar  has  been  constructed  as 
far  as  Sabinillas,  but  t wo  of  the  bridges  nearer  to  Estepona  were 
carried  away  in  a heavy  storm  two  years  ago,  and  have  not  since 
been  replaced. 


MALAGA. 


69 


List  of  the  Principal  Merchants  of  Marbella. 


Description. 

Names  of  Firms. 

A ddre^s 

Planters  and 
sugar  manu- 
facturers 

Marquis  of  Guadalmina 
Martinez  and  Company 

Colonia  de  St.  Pedro  Alcan- 
tara-Marbelia 
Colonia  de  “El  Angel” 

Miners. . 

The  Marbella  Iron  Ore  Co.,  Limited 

Marbella 

Banker,  draper, 
ironmonger, 
&c. 

C.  de  Luna  . . 

Calle  Nueva 

Groceries  and 
spirits 

Fernando  Alvarez  .. 
Geronimo  Garrido  . . 

C alle  N ueva 
Puerta  del  Mar 

Groceries 

Francisco  Rosado 
Manuel  Martinez 
Antonio  Marcelo 
Rafael  Cano  . . 

J uan  Guerrero 

Francisca  de  Paula  Ruiz  e Hijo 

Calle  Nueva 

Calle  San  Ramon 

Calle  Aduar 

Calle  St.  Juan  de  Dios 

Calle  Ancha 

Calle  St.  Juan  de  Dios 

Groceries  and 
textiles 

Yiuda  de  Cano 
Vicente  Cordon 
Antonio  Ruiz 
Manuel  Marcelo 
Francisco  Martin  Cailavera 

Plaza  Attamira 
Calle  del  Pasage 
Calle  Mendoza 
Calle  Ancha 
Calle  Ancha 

Groceries  and 
hardware 

Juan  Recerra 

Calle  St.  Juan  de  Dios 

Textiles 

Francisco  Morilla  Perez 

Calle  Nueva 

Tanned  leather 
and  groceries 

| Rafael  Marcelo 

Calle  del  Chorron 

Tanned  leather 
and  shoes 

Manuel  Perez  . . .7  .7 

'Calle  Nueva 

Dealer  in  dried 
fruits 

Juan  Ruiz  Martin  .. 
Eugenio  Aragones  . . 

Calle  St.  Juan  de  Dios 
Calle  de  la  Misericordia 

Estepona. 

Estepona  is  a seaport  town  of  Andalusia  on  the  Mediterranean 
coast ; it  lies  15  miles  to  the  west  of  Marbella  and  18  miles  to 
the  east  of  Gibraltar,  and  has  at  present  rather  less  than  12,000 
inhabitants.  It  enjoys  a fine  and  mild  climate. 

The  principal  products  of  this  town  consists  of  oranges, 
lemons,  cereals,  raisins,  grapes,  and  wines;  these  are  very 
abundant,  and  could  be  of  excellent  quality  if  properly  elaborate. 

The  custom-house  is  qualified  for  the  exportation  of  all  its 
products,  and  for  the  importation  of  grain,  coals,  machinery,  and 
some  other  merchandise. 

Its  coasting  trade  is  extensive,  but  at  present  on  the  decline. 

On  October  7 last  1,500  tons  of  magnetic  iron  ore  were 
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shipped  on  hoard  the  British  steamship  u Gladis,”  of  Newcastle, 
bound  to  the  port  of  West  Hartlepool,  this  having  been  the  only 
mineral  exported  during  the  year  1892. 

There  are  within  its  district  the  following  establishments,  mills, 
and  factories : — 

An  iron  mine. 

A flour  mill. 

A sugar  mill. 

A cork  manufactory. 

An  earthenware  pottery. 

Between  Estepona  and  a few  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
village  of  Carara  there  is  a watering-place  called  the  “ Hedionda 
the  waters  are  sulphurous  and  of  great  value  for  persons  suffering 
from  the  skin  and  matrix  diseases,  as  well  as  from  nervous  com- 
plaints. It  is  an  annual  resort  for  invalids  and  pleasure-seekers 
from  all  parts,  principally  from  the  provinces  of  Cadiz  and  Malaga. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

Mr.  Gastrell  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Buenos  Ayres,  June  6,  1893. 

1 hayte  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Eeport  for  the  year  1893  on  " Wheat-growing,  Vines,  Sugar,  and 
other  Agriculture  in  the  Argentine  Republic.” 

Accurate  information  on  this  subject  is  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
an  approximation  to  the  truth  only  can  be  arrived  at,  after  care- 
fully comparing  data  collected  from  many  private  and  official 
sources  all  over  the  country. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  agriculture  is,  comparatively, 
a new  source  of  wealth  to  this  formerly  essentially  stock-raising 
Republic,  and  that  its  rapid  extension  in  the  last  few  years  has 
been  remarkable.  The  exportation  of  agricultural  produce  is  now 
very  large.  In  1892  its  value,  according  to  Argentine  statistics, 
was  about  5,000,000/.,  or  one-third  of  that  of  the  exported  products 
of  stock-raising.  Four  years  ago,  in  1889,  its  value  was  only 
2,000,000/.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  high  premium  on  gold,  in 
the  last  few  years,  has  acted  as  a bounty  on  all  native  production, 
and  has  been  a considerable  factor  in  bringing  about  this  rapid 
development. 

In  conclusion,  I would  mention  that  the  total  crop  of  wheat  of 
this  extraordinarily  plentiful  year  would  appear  to  be  at  least 
1,750,000  tons,  of  which  about  1,040,000  tons  will  be  available  for 
export  during  1893.  But  a considerable  portion  will  probably  be 
retained  by  the  growers  on  account  of  the  very  low  prices  of 
wheat  now  ruling  in  Europe. 

I have,  &c., 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  S.  H.  GASTRELL. 
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Precis  of  Report. 

Agriculture  in  the  Argentine  Republic  is  a subject  which  has  Development 
only  become  interesting  in  recent  years,  during  which  it  has 
increased  so  immensely  as  to  merit  now  a foremost  place  in  the  a e 

internal  economy  of  this  formerly  essentially  stock-raising  country. 

Many  circumstances  have  combined  to  favour  the  progress  of 
agriculture,  and  notably  the  high  premium  on  gold,  especially  since 
the  financial  and  economic  crisis  of  1890,  which  has  acted  as  a 
bounty  on  native  production.  This  premium,  which  in  1891  rose  Advantages 
to  320  per  cent.,  made  the  paper  dollar  worth  less  than  one-fourth  of  high  gold 
of  its  original  value  ; to-day,  with  the  premium  at  200  per  cent.,  to 

the  paper  dollar  is  still  only  worth  one-third  of  its  proper  value. 1 
This  fact  has  conferred  a distinct  advantage  on  the  local  producer, 

■who  supplies  articles  for  which  there  is  either  a demand  abroad  or 
which  compete  with  a similar  imported  article,  whether  as  a raw 
material  or  in  a manufactured  form — usually  the  latter.  For  either 
of  these  two  classes  he  obtains  a price,  based  on  the  gold  value  of 
either  of  those  two  classes  of  articles  in  European  markets.  In 
the  case  of  agriculture,  the  first  class  comprises  raw  materials, 
wheat,  maize,  linseed,  and  other  agricultural  produce ; the  second 
class  consists  of  manufactured  or  elaborated  articles,  such  as  flour, 
wines,  sugar,  tobacco,  spirits,  oils,  &c.  In  the  case  of  the  former 
•class,  or  exports,  the  produce  sells  for  the  value  in  foreign  markets 
less  cost  of  transport  and  profits,  &c.  In  the  case  of  the  latter 
class,  or  imports,  the  produce,  either  in  an  unworked  or  in  a manu- 
factured form,  will  fetch  a price  which  is  sufficiently  low  to 
undersell  the  foreign  similar  article,  which  pays  a very  heavy 
duty. 

The  producer  thus  practically  obtains  a gold  price,  and  pays  all 
liis  labour  and  current  expenses  in  depreciated  paper  currency, 
thereby  realising  an  extra  large  profit.  Hence  the  possible  doubt 
as  to  the  continuance  of  agriculture  on  its  present  large  and  rapidly 
increasing  scale  and  of  many  now  flourishing  Argentine  industries, 
should  the  premium  on  gold  fall  greatly  and  again  approach  par. 

During  the  last  few  years  profits  have  for  this  reason  been  unusually 

high. 

The  Governor  of  Santa  Fe  in  his  Message  to  Congress  this  year 
said  : — “ Our  growing  prosperity  is  mainly  due  to  the  depreciation 
of  the  paper  currency,  which  is  a great  boon  to  the  producer.  The 
chief  difficulty  has  been  the  want  of  hands,  but  this  will  disappear 
as  Europeans  are  attracted  to  this  country.” 

The  extension  of  the  cultivation  of  wheat  in  the  future  will  Extension  of 
also  depend  somewhat  on  its  prices  in  Europe,  which  at  the  present  andTt^three 
moment  are  exceedingly  low.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  requisites, 
agriculture  here  will  always  be  considerable,  and  furnish  large  land,  labour, 
amounts  of  produce  for  export,  though  stock-raising  will  probably  and  caPltal* 
always  be  this  country’s  main  source  of  wealth. 

It  is  difficult  to  say  to  what  extent  agriculture  will  go  on 
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developing.  Its  requisites  are  three — land,  labour,  and  capital,  of 
which  the  first  is  still  abundant  and  cheap.  But  capital  and  labour 
are  wanting.  Capital  will  mean  foreign,  and,  therefore,  probably 
largely  British  capital ; and  labour  implies  necessarily  foreign 
immigration.  It  is  also  for  this  reason  that  the  question  of 
agriculture  here  is  of  interest  to  European  nations,  who  alone  can 
supply  these  two  requisites. 

It  is  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  Argentine  Government  to 
inspire  that  confidence  abroad  which  is  essential  to  obtaining 
further  capital,  and  to  do  all  it  can  for  immigrants  by  facilitating 
their  acquisition  of  land,  perhaps  by  a law  similar  to  the  Homestead 
Law  of  the  United  States,  and  by  affording  them  protection  from 
fraud,  in  order  to  obtain  a larger  supply  and  better  class  of  agri- 
cultural labour. 

The  President  of  this  Eepublic,  in  opening  Congress  this  year, 
stated  that — “ Foreign  immigration  would  receive  considerable 
attention  from  his  Government,  because,  being  in  possession  of 
vast  zones  of  fertile  but  as  yet  undeveloped  country,  Argentines 
ought  to  stimulate  immigration  by  offering  foreigners  every  facility 
towards  establishing  themselves  in  the  country,  so  that,  by 
becoming  landed  proprietors,  they  may  also  become  deeply  and 
sincerely  interested  in  its  development  and  progress.”  He  added 
that  a most  important  means  to  this  end  would  be  found  in  also 
facilitating  the  acquisition  by  the  immigrant  of  Argentine  citizen- 
ship. 

At  present  the  fact  of  being  a foreigner  is  an  advantage  and 
source  of  protection,  and,  therefore,  many  colonists  only  think  of 
accumulating  money  with  which  to  leave  the  country  in  the  course 
of  years.  Hence  the  offer  of  citizenship  does  not  attract  them, 
and  still  less  so  if  that  citizenship  involves,  as  it  must,  military 
service.  All  foreigners  now  shun  politics,  and  few  care  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  them. 

Foreigners  in  this  country  practically  monopolise  trade,  rail- 
ways, and  commercial  undertakings  of  every  kind.  They  own  a 
large  portion  of  the  country,  and  are  yearly  acquiring  more  pro- 
perty of  every  description.  Almost  all  the  railways  belong  to 
English  capitalists,  and,  if  not  to  English,  to  foreigners.  It  has 
been  stated  that  one-half  of  the  cultivated  portion  of  the  province 
of  Santa  Fe  belongs  to  Englishmen.  Agriculture  here  may  be 
said  to  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Europeans. 

Before  going  into  the  present  condition  of  agriculture  in  the 
Argentine  Eepublic,  and  giving  practical  information  for  agricul- 
turists as  well  as  estimates  of  the  crops,  it  must  be  mentioned  that 
local  statistics  are  unreliable,  and  that  correct  figures  are  impos- 
sible to  obtain.  An  approximation  to  the  truth  is  all  that  one  can 
present  to  the  public,  after  a thorough  investigation  of  every 
source  of  information.  Divergencies  in  figures  will  be  noted ; 
these  must  be  attributed  to  the  different  estimates  obtained  from 
many  official  and  private  sources.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Fliess* 
figures,  it  should  be  noted  that  his  book  is  exaggerated  in  parts, 
especially  for  values. 
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All  figures  quoted  in  the  following  pages  must  be  accepted  as 
approximate  only,  and  be  interpreted  in  the  light  of  the  subsequent 
remarks. 

The  Argentine  Republic  has  certain  advantages  as  an  agricul-  Advantages 
tural  country,  namely,  its  excessive  flatness,  extending  over  for 

800.000  square  miles ; its  variety  of  climate,  which  comprises  agriculture01* 
tropical  regions  in  the  north,  temperate  in  the  centre,  and  cold  in 

the  south,  in  which  large  area  almost  every  known  product  will 
grow ; and  lastly,  its  good  climate.  A temporary  additional  and 
important  advantage  is  the  above-mentioned  gold  premium.  The 
large  level  plains,  devoid  of  forests  and  all  obstructions,  permit  of 
cheap  railway  construction,  of  easy  roads,  and  of  easy  cultivation 
in  this  country. 

There  are  disadvantages,  compared  with  the  United  States,  as  a Disadvan- 
country  for  emigrants,  who  are  here  the  chief  agriculturists,  such  tages* 
as  continual  changes  of  Government,  the  comparative  insecurity 
of  life  and  property,  and  the  want  of  speedy  justice  and  of  better 
administration. 

To  Northern  races  there  is  the  additional  difficulty  of  the 
Spanish  language  and  of  ways  and  customs  foreign  to  their  own. 

This  country  is  best  suited  to  the  Latin  races. 

Geographically  considered,  this  Republic  is  remarkably  adapted  Geographical 
to  the  cultivation  of  cereals.  Out  of  a total  area  of  1,212,600  10 

square  miles  of  territory,  some  800,000  are  a flat,  level  country,  cereals1  ° 
covering  four  times  the  area  of  France,  and  lying  mostly  in  the 
temperate  zone.  The  region  said  to  be  suited  to  cultivation  is 

239.989.000  acres  out  of  a total  of  729,000,000  acres,  or  about 
one-third.  Of  this  area  65,877,000  acres  lie  in  the  four  provinces 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Rios,  and  Cordova. 

The  total  area  cultivated  was  estimated  at  7,400,000  acres  in  Area 
1891,  at  8,875,000  acres  in  1892,  and  may  be  12,500,000  acres  culti™ted- 
this  year,  1893  ; and  nearly  the  whole  of  this  cultivation  lies  in 
the  above-named  four  provinces. 

Water  carriage  is  practically  confined  to  the  sea-coast,  to  the  Carriage  by 
estuary  of  the  River  Plate,  and  to  the  two  Rivers  Parana  and  ^er  and 
Uruguay,  but  only  ships  of  light  draft  can  ascend  these  any  distance.  rai  * 

The  lowness  of  the  Parana  is  a great  drawback  to  the  ports  of  the 
province  of  Santa  Fe,  whence  the  largest  portion  of  wheat  is 
exported. 

Transport  by  rail  is  most  extensive  all  over  the  country,  there 
being  some  8,075  miles  open  in  1893.  Moreover,  4,800  miles  of 
railways  discharge  into  ports  on  the  Parana  River.  The  distances 
to  ports  of  shipment  for  wheat  are  usually  short,  and  no  part  of 
the  wheat  district  lies  further  than  360  miles  from  a port. 

Freights  are  not  high  considering  the  cost  of  fuel. 

In  1892  the  estimated  areas  of  cultivation  in  the  four  provinces  Areas  culti- 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  Santa  Fe,  Cordova,  and  Entre  Rios  were  respec-  va^e^  m four 
tively  2,465,000,  1,983,000,  1,700,000,  and  765,000  acres,  or  p“evincea. 

80  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  About  80  per  cent,  of  the  crops  were 
cereals. 

A comparison  of  the  years  1869  and  1891  will  show  the  The  years 


ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 


1869  and  1891 
compared. 


Comparison  of 
1880  and  1893. 


Centre  of 
wheat  region. 


Argentine 

wheat. 


Causes  of 
loss  of  crops. 


Tax  on 
cereals. 


Conditions  of 
land 

purchase. 


6 

progress  of  this  country.  In  1869  the  population  was  1,877,000, 
the  area  cultivated  180,000  acres,  the  length  of  railways  362  miles, 
with  206,000  tons  of  freight.  In  1891  the  population  was 
4,000,000,  the  area  cultivated  7,500,000  acres,  the  length  of  rail- 
ways 7,322  miles,  with  a traffic  of  4,500,000  tons  of  freight. 

A comparison  of  the  years  1880  and  1893  shows  what  a 
wonderful  change  has  taken  place  in  this  Eepublic  in  the  course  of 
the  last  14  years.  In  1880  this  country  imported  177,000  tons  of 
wheat;  in  the  present  year,  1893,  the  Argentine  Eepublic  has  an 
exportable  produce  of  wheat  of  1,040,000  tons.  From  being  an 
importing  country  it  has  become  a large  exporting  country. 

The  present  centre  of  the  wheat-growing  region,  formerly  in 
the  middle  of  the  province  of  Santa  Fe,  now  lies  in  the  southern 
portion  of  that  province,  between  the  Central  Argentine  and  Pacific 
Railways — a district  that  possessed  no  cultivation  eight  years  ago. 

The  principal  wheat  grown  here  is  the  “ Barletta,”  resembling 
the  North  American  “ Eed  Winter,”  which  produces  the  best  flour 
with  most  gluten,  and  is  preferred  for  export.  At  the  Milling  and 
Baking  Exhibition  in  England  in  1892,  Argentine  wheat  obtained 
a gold  medal,  and  is  distinctly  improving  in  quality  and  becoming 
better  known.  The  improvements  here  in  storing,  in  shipping, 
and  the  establishment  of  grain  elevators,  have  all  helped  to  better 
its  condition ; more  modern  agricultural  machinery  and  greater 
care  generally,  besides  the  introduction  of  selling  the  grain 
“subject  to  inspection,”  as  in  the  United  States,  have  also  con- 
tributed to  this  result. 

The  chief  causes  of  loss  of  crops  are  drought  and  locusts, 
which  latter,  in  late  years,  have  appeared  much  more  frequently 
than  formerly.  The  diseases  of  wheat  are  few,  and  frosts  are 
seldom  a cause  of  loss. 

Agriculture  having  so  greatly  extended,  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Santa  Fe  placed  a tax  of  10  c.  (1J d.)  on  every  220  lbs. 
of  wheat  and  linseed  grown.  This  tax  was  eventually  farmed 
out,  and  its  unequal  collection  led  to  much  resistance,  and  even  to 
disturbances,  in  the  colonies. 

There  is  in  this  country  no  duty  whatever  on  any  agricultural 
produce  exported,  though  the  duties  on  the  exportation  of  the 
products  of  stock-raising,  abolished  in  1887,  have  been  renewed 
.since  1891.  Colonists  have  certain  privileges  in  taxation,  and 
have  but  little  to  pay  under  this  head.  Taxes  are  not  heavy, 
neither  are  the  various  dues  on  produce. 

Most  immigrants  are  poor,  and  the  conditions  of  land-purchase 
are  adapted  to  their  requirements.  The  land  is  sold  to  the  immi- 
grant for  a fixed  price,  payable  in  instalments  during  a certain 
number  of  years.  Purchasers  should  be  careful  that  the  seller 
has  no  mortgages  on  the  land.  Otherwise,  when  the  buyer  has 
completed  the  instalments,  he  will  find  the  title-deeds  not  forth- 
coming. 

The  requisite  horses  and  oxen  cost  but  little,  and  machinery, 
tools,  and  provisions  are  advanced  to  colonists,  which  enables 
them  to  exist  till  the  first  harvest.  The  price  of  the  land  is 
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soon  paid  off  with  good  seasons,  and  the  facilities  of  becoming 
landowners  on  a small  scale  are  great. 

All  lands  in  the  Argentine  Bepublic  are  freehold.  The  transfer 
and  the  registration  of  properties  and  the  examination  of  titles 
is  remarkably  simple  as  compared  with  England.  But  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  administration  of  public  lands  requires  com- 
plete revision,  and  many  reforms,  especially  in  the  direction  of 
facilitating  the  acquisition  of  small  lots. 

Lands,  suitable  for  wheat  growing,  perhaps  average  17.  to  21. 
an  acre  near  railways,  and  are  much  cheaper  further  away. 

To  invest  capital  in  lands  in  the  agricultural  districts  would 
perhaps  be  a better  investment  than  placing  money  in  many 
Argentine  stocks. 

The  cost  of  production  for  wheat  depends  very  much  on 
whether  the  work  is  done  with  hired  labour  or  by  the  colonist 
and  his  family,  but  appears  to  be  about  42  dols.  (21.  14s.)  per 
2^  acres,  including  all  expenses  and  cost  of  bags  up  to  deposit  at 
railway  station.  Then  transport  commission  brokerage  would  be 
20  dols.  (1/.  7s.)  a ton,  making  altogether  4/.  Is.  This  area  of 
2J  acres  will  yield,  on  an  average,  1 ton  of  wheat,  which,  at  ihe 
very  low  price  of  7 dols.  50  c.  per  100  kilos. — in  1893  (10s.  per 
220  lbs.),  sells  for  5/.,  leaving  a net  profit  of  at  least  1/.  per  ton 
to-day  and  usually  much  more.  One  good  crop  in  three  is  suffi- 
cient to  be  profitable. 

Wheat,  beyond  a certain  radius,  would  not  be  very  remunera- 
tive with  the  present  low  prices  ruling  in  Europe.  But  most 
agriculturists,  especially  the  Italians,  would  probably  go  on  growing 
wheat,  even  with  lower  prices,  as  it  is  almost  the  only  thing  they 
understand  to  a certain  extent,  and  the  local  consumption  will 
always  be  very  large  and  increasing. 

There  are  a very  large  number  of  flour  mills  in  the  Republic 
which  have  been  doing  remarkably  well ; but  the  flour  trade  to 
Brazil  has  received  a considerable  check  from  that  country  having 
put  such  heavy  duties  on  Argentine  wheat,  and.  having  admitted 
North  American  wheat  free  of  all  duty. 

The  milling  power  of  all  these  flour-mills  is  said  to  be  3,000  tons 
a day ; their  average  output,  so  far,  is  said  to  have  been  1,000  tons 
only  per  day. 

Alfalfa  (Lucerne)  is  a remarkable  crop  and  covers  an  enormous 
area,  and  is  rapidly  increasing.  It  is  grown  to  pasture  cattle  and  also 
to  cut  and  sell  as  Alfalfa  hay,  of  which  there  is  a very  large  consump- 
tion. As  an  export  it  only  goes  to  Brazil  in  any  quantity,  but 
promises  to  be  a large  export  in  the  future  even  to  Europe,  where  its 
quality  as  a forage  has  been  pronounced  excellent.  Its  cultivation 
is  easy,  inexpensive,  and  suits  the  climate,  as  it  requires  little  rain, 
and  the  profits  are  considerable.  Some  persons  consider  its  future 
to  be  second  only  to  that  of  wheat  and  maize  as  an  export. 

Maize  is  an  easy  crop  and  is,  if  not  destroyed  by  locusts  or 
drought,  a remunerative  one.  Its  consumption  is  most  extensive 
and  is,  perhaps,  1,500,000  tons  yearly.  Large  quantities  are  used 
for  distilling  spirits,  with  which  native  and  foreign  wines  are 
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largely  adulterated.  The  export  surplus  of  maize  in  1889  was 

960.000  tons,  the  year  1892  gave  an  export  of  580,000  tons,  but 
this  year,  1893,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  remains  for  exportation 
to  Europe  after  the  demands  of  Brazil  have  been  satisfied.  This 
year’s  crop  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  locusts  and  drought. 

It  was  thought  that  the  recent  law  against  emigration  to  the 
United  States  would  send  additional  emigrants  to  this  country,  but 
this  does  not,  so  far,  appear  to  he  the  case. 

Labour  is  often  scarce  in  the  wheat  districts,  and  portions  of  the 
crop  are  lost  on  that  account.  Italians  form  the  bulk  of  the 
agriculturists  and  succeed  remarkably  well,  and  become  pro- 
prietors of  considerable  farms  in  a few  years.  They  know  least 
but  do  most,  and  rapidly  accumulate  money.  The  Englishman  of 
the  lower  classes  is  not  a success  in  this  country  ; he  should  not 
emigrate  here.  It  is  only  in  commerce  as  merchants,  clerks, 
employees  in  various  railways  or  other  companies  that  he  succeeds. 
Any  other  foreigner,  except  the  Englishman,  and  preferably  the 
Latin  races,  is  what  this  Republic  requires  for  its  labour  supply. 

In  1891  there  was  an  excess  of  emigration  over  immigration  of 

28.000  persons,  and  immigration  now  only  slightly  exceeds  the 
emigration,  a serious  consideration  to  the  development  of  this  country. 

There  is  a great  want  of  practical  education  among  the  labour- 
ing agricultural  classes.  They  have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  their 
business.  Rotation  of  crops,  manuring,  &c.,  is  not  understood,  and 
the  work  is  usually  done  in  a most  primitive  fashion.  Some  of 
the  provincial  governments  have  started  practical  agricultural 
schools  to  give  a better  practical  agricultural  education  to  the 
younger  generation. 

The  details  of  Jewish  colonisation  by  Baron  Hirsch  and  its 
doubtful  success  has  been  spoken  of  in  a former  report. 

It  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  a correct  estimate  of  this  crop  and 
probable  export  From  a careful  comparison  of  figures  from  many 
sources  of  information,  the  probable  total  crop  of  1893  is  at  least 

1.750.000  tons,  of  which  about  1,040,000  tons  are  available  for 
export.  Local  consumption  is  between  600,000  tons  and  650,000 
tons,  and  there  is  a small  export  of  flour  and  a small  crop  in  other 
provinces.  Of  this  crop  about  780,000  tons  have,  apparently^ 
already  been  exported,  and  there  is  some  260,000  tons  still  to 
export,  part  of  which,  however,  is  very  likely  to  be  retained  by  the 
growers  on  account  of  the  very  low  price  of  wheat  in  Europe.  The 
increase  of  the  wheat  area  is  about  83  per  cent,  over  that  of  1891. 
This  crop  has  been  an  unusually  plentiful  and  good  one,  and  is  not 
likely  to  be  seen  again  for  some  years. 

The  traffic  of  agricultural  produce  on  the  principal  railways  of 
the  Argentine  Republic  is  very  large.  The  returns  for  the  first 
three  months  of  1893  show  almost  as  large  a traffic  as  during  the 
whole  of  1892  on  many  lines,  which  also  helps  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  extraordinary  wheat  crop  of  this  year. 

The  cultivation  of  vines  is  one  that  has  made  great  progress  in 
late  years.  Its  profits  are  large,  probably  30  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  invested,  but  few  persons  take  it  up  for  want  of  sufficiently 
large  capitals  to  wait  four  years  for  the  first  profits.  The  wines 


BUENOS  AYRES. 


9 


require  more  careful  manufacture,  judicious  blending,  and  keeping 
for  some  years,  which  is  never  done  now  as  capitalists  are  not 
wealthy  enough.  Wine-growing  is  one  of  the  few  local  industries 
likely  to  thrive,  even  if  the  heavy  import  duties  on  wines  were 
abolished.  Native  wines,  largely  adulterated,  now  supply  by  far 
the  greatest  part  of  the  consumption,  and  imports  are  yearly 
rapidly  decreasing.  French  vines  are  mostly  grown  and  give 
large  crops,  which,  however,  are  sometimes  lost  from  locusts. 

“ Phylloxera,”  which  has  never  existed  in  this  country  before,  is  said 
to  have  just  made  its  appearance  here. 

The  cultivation  of  sugar-cane  has  considerably  increased  in  the  Cultivation  of 
last  few  years,  the  increase  in  area  this  year  is  estimated  at  50  per  s ' 
cent.,  but,  owing  to  a dry  season,  the  yield  will  probably  not 
exceed  62,000  tons,  or  much  the  same  as  last  year.  Locally- 
produced  sugar  now  furnishes  about  90  per  cent,  of  the  con- 
sumption. This  year  a large  amount  of  the  best  European 
machinery  has  been  sent  to  the  sugar  districts,  and  a concentration 
of  labour  and  capital  are  taking  place  to  found  larger  establish- 
ments in  order  to  increase  the  already  considerable  profits. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  accurately  the  future  of  Agriculture, 
agriculture  and  of  the  numerous  Argentine  industries,  the  develop-  J^nd  future, 
ment  of  which  has  been  so  largely  due  to  the  heavy  premium  on 
gold  which,  in  falling  would  reduce  the  profits,  and,  in  rising, 
would  increase  them.  The  value  of  agricultural  produce  exported 
in  1889  was  about  2,000,000/. ; in  1892,  according  to  Argentine 
statistics,  it  stood  at  5,000,000/.,  or  one-third  of  the  value  of  the 
products  of  stock-raising  exported  in  that  year. 

With  regard  to  the  possible  area  of  cultivation  the  figures  Apiculture 
quoted  do  not  in  any  way  imply  that  such  an  area  ever  will  be  raising00  V 
cultivated.  It  is  highly  improbable  that  any  more  than  a small 
portion  of  it  will  become  cultivated ; and  area  now  occupied  for 
stock-raising,  of  which  a large  portion  is  included  in  that  possible 
area,  will  certainly  increase.  The  only  possible  change  will  be 
that  agriculture  should  increase  and  occupy  the  lands  nearest  to  ports 
and  water-carriage,  and  that  a small  portion  of  the  stock-raising 
farms  should  move  to  more  distant  lands. 


Report  on  Agriculture,  with  Special  Reference  to  Wheat-growing, 

1893. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Argentine  Republic  in  1892  was  General 
described  in  my  last  Report  (No.  1147,  Annual  Series),  and  ^1^?neo£ 
a brief  review  of  the  progress  of  agriculture  in  past  years  was  Republic! 
there  given.  But,  in  view  of  the  rapidly  increasing  area  yearly 
devoted  to  agriculture  in  this  country,  my  object  is  now  to  place 
before  the  public,  as  faithfully  as  possible,  the  actual  condition  of 
agriculture  in  1893,  with  special  reference  to  wheat-growing,  which 
is  by  far  its  most  important  branch.  Reliable  statistics  and  data  Difficulty  of 
are  especially  difficult  to  obtain  on  this  subject.  Figures  quoted  obtaining  re- 
here  must  only  be  considered  as  approximately  correct.  a^HcuRure f >1 

What  is  becoming  a most  important  product,  not  only  for  this  )0rtancc  0f 
Republic  but  also  for  European  nations  which  now  consume  a large  Argentin  . ° 
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portion  of  its  total  yield.  This  continually  spreading  cultivation  of 
wheat  and  other  cereals  opens  large  and  new  fields  to  unemployed 
capital  and  labour ; and,  as  both  have  chiefly  to  be  provided  from 
abroad,  it  is  of  interest  to  Europeans  to  consider  what  is  the  present 
position  of  this  important  branch  of  export  in  the  Argentine 
Republic,  as  also  its  probable  future. 

Until  lately  the  Argentine  Republic  was  essentially  a pastoral 
country,  and  its  riches  were  almost  entirely  derived  from  stock- 
raising.  For  many  years  past,  however,  agriculture  has  been  grow- 
ing more  important,  and  in  the  last  10  years  has  assumed  immense 
proportions.  Many  years  ago  wheat  was  imported;  large  quantities 
of  flour  also  in  quite  recent  years.  Now  agriculture  covers  millions 
of  acres  of  land,  and  furnishes  not  only  food  for  the  home  markets, 
but  for  many  foreign  ones  as  well,  and  in  considerable  quantities. 
The  increase  of  agriculture  has  provided  many  native  raw  materials 
formerly  imported,  and  caused  numerous  new  industries  to  arise  all 
over  the  country. 

Exports  in  recent  years  have  included  some  articles  which, 
even  15  years  ago,  figured  among  the  imports.  Other  imports 
have  so  largely  diminished  as  to  show  graphically,  in  the  annual 
returns,  the  remarkable  progress  of  agriculture  and  of  native 
industries. 

The  great  rise  of  the  gold  premium  in  the  last  few  years,  the 
result  of  financial  and  economic  mismanagement,  acted  as  a large 
bounty  on  native  production.  Formerly  almost  every  elaborated 
or  manufactured  article  was  imported.  The  Argentine  Republic 
produced  only  certain  raw  materials,  such  as  wool,  hides,  bones, 
meat,  &c. ; and  such  portions  of  them  as  would  bear  the  freight 
were  exported  to  be  returned  later,  converted  into  some  article  of 
consumption.  Little  was  elaborated  locally,  and  that  only  to  a 
very  primitive  and  limited  extent.  Gradually,  however,  owing 
partly  to  heavy  duties  on  every  imported  article,  certain  native 
industries  arose  to  employ  locally-produced  raw  material.  Agri- 
culture spread  rapidly,  and  Argentine  industries  then  started  also 
to  convert  its  produce  into  the  form  required  for  consumption. 
Flour,  oil,  sugar,  and  other  mills  were  built,  of  which  there  are  now 
a large  number  in  the  Republic.  After  satisfying  the  local  con- 
sumption, the  surplus  of  agricultural  produce,  which  soon  became 
considerable,  was  sent  abroad.  The  export  of  wheat  was  stimulated 
by  the  high  prices  in  Europe  in  1891 ; and,  during  the  last  five 
years,  the  continually  rising  gold  premium  made  wheat-growing 
unusually  remunerative.  Wheat,  whether  sold  locally  or  for 
export,  naturally  fetched  a price  based  on  its  gold  value  in 
European  markets,  which  price  meant  a great  deal  in  depreciated 
paper  currency,  in  which  the  wheat-grower  paid  all  his  outlay, 
except  for  agricultural  instruments  and  a few  other  articles,  which 
were  paid  for  at  gold  rates.  His  wages  and  expenditure  being  con- 
sequently so  much  less  when  converted  to  gold,  his  profits  were 
therefore  considerably  higher  than  in  former  years.  Again,  the 
high  gold  premium  enabled  persons  having  gold  to  buy  wheat  lands 
cheaply,  for  their  value  in  depreciated  paper  dollars  remained 
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much  the  same.  A great  impetus  was  thus  given  to  wheat  culti- 
vation, and  a demand  created  for  labour  and  capital  to  still 
further  increase  its  area.  An  additional  supply  of  labour  neces- 
sarily means  immigration,  and  more  capital  certainly  implies 
foreign  capital,  and  therefore  probably  largely  British,  in  the 
event  of  the  Argentine  Republic  inspiring  its  already  many 
creditors  with  sufficient  confidence  to  obtain  from  them  more  funds. 

The  large  amounts  of  foreign  capital  in  Europe  seeking  invest- 
ment naturally  find  their  way  to  new  and  younger  countries,  if 
these  offer  reasonable  security.  To  the  Argentine  Republic  it 
should  be  of  paramount  interest  to  secure  that  confidence  abroad, 
which  is  so  essential  to  its  material  prosperity.  New  labour  and 
new  capital  are  two  things  which  it  cannot  do  without  in  its 
natural  economic  development. 

The  large  number  of  Italians,  who  form  the  chief  immigration 
here  and  are  the  most  suited  to  the  country,  have  been  chiefly 
instrumental  in  increasing  agriculture,  especially  wheat-growing. 

They  sometimes  bring  small  capitals  of  their  own,  and  even  with- 
out succeed  remarkably  well,  both  as  agriculturists,  as  ordinary 
labourers,  and  as  workmen  of  every  kind.  One  may  say  that  by 
far  the  greatest  and  best  part  of  labour  in  this  Republic  is  supplied 
by  these  Italians,  without  whose  aid  this  country  would  not  have 
made  half  the  progress  that  it  undoubtedly  has. 

The  Argentine  Republic  enjoys  three  remarkable  advantages 
over  many  other  countries  for  the  production  of  all  agricultural  and 
other  produce : — 

1.  A good  climate  and  its  being  able,  from  its, great  variety  of 
climate,  to  produce  all  known  kinds  of  products  within  its  limits, 
which  comprise  tropical  regions  in  the  north,  temperate  in  the 
centre,  and  cold  in  the  south. 

2.  Cheap  suitable  lands  and  abundance  of  cattle  and  horses, 
which,  owing  to  their  enormous  numbers,  are  extraordinarily  cheap 
for  all  purposes. 

3.  An  almost  perfectly  level  surface  over  nearly  its  whole  area, 
making  transport,  whether  by  rail  or  otherwise,  easy  and  compara- 
tively inexpensive. 

Another  temporary  and  ‘great  advantage  has  been  and  is  the  High  gold 
above-mentioned  premium  on  gold,  which  enables  a wheat- 
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producer  to  sell  his  wheat  at  gold  values,  and  pay  all  his  current 
expenses  and  labour  at  a very  low  rate  in  depreciated  paper 
currency.  This  has  made  his  profits  in  late  years  higher  than  they 
are  ever  likely  to  be  again,  for  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the  gold 
premium  will  gradually  fall  with  continuous  years  of  good  govern- 
ment. 

The  Argentine  Republic  has  advantages  over  the  United  States 
as  a land  for  emigrants,  especially  as  regards  climate.  Comparing 
the  United  States  in  1880  and  the  Argentine  Republic  in  1891 
for  the  production  of  wheat,  the  result  seems  favourable  to  this 
country.  No  State  there  in  1880  apparently  produced  as  much  as 
here  in  1891.  The  highest  in  the  United  States  was  119,650  tons 
per  100  inhabitants  in  Minnesota,  as  against  158,438  tons  in  the 
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province  of  Santa  Fe.  Even  the  average  production  of  wheat  per 
100  inhabitants  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  i.e.,  26,702  tons,  is 
higher  than  in  the  United  States,  where  it  was  24,732  tons  only 
in  1880,  according  to  the  best  information  available. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  one  strong  reason  for  emigrants  pre- 
ferring the  United  States,  especially  northern  races,  is  the  well- 
known  stability  of  its  laws  and  government  as  compared  with 
South  American  fields  for  emigration.  Emigrants  do  not  often  leave 
Europe  for  political  reasons,  but  with  the  practical  object  of 
materially  improving  their  condition.  They  naturally  prefer,  other 
attractions  being  equal,  a country  like  the  United  States  of  a 
thorough  quiet  government  to  one  like  the  Argentine  Republic, 
where  revolutions  often  occur,  and  which  unfortunately  has  a 
European  reputation,  like  many  other  South  American  Republics, 
for  frequent  disturbances  and  a comparative  insecurity  of  life  and 
property.  Revolutions  do  very  little  damage  to  those  who  do  not 
meddle  in  politics.  Many  of  these  so-called  revolutions  are,  it  is 
true,  only  small  local  risings  and  even  police  rows,  and  do  not 
affect  the  labouring  classes  as  much  as  is  often  thought.  It  is 
only  such  revolutions  as  those  of  1880  and  1890  that  affect  the 
rural  population  much.  They  are  generally  a town  production, 
and  are  often  over  before  the  country  districts,  remote  from  rail- 
ways, know  anything  about  them.  Colonists  are  seldom  disturbed, 
as  is  proved  by  the  large  numbers  of  those  that  have  grown  wealthy 
in  spite  of  them.  The  newspapers  are  to  a great  extent  respon- 
sible for  this  wrong  impression  of  the  effects  of  revolutions  on  the 
material  condition  of  the  labouring  portion  of  this  Republic, 
especially  agriculturists.  Even  during  1890  to  1891,  years  of 
revolution  and  crisis,  agriculture  advanced  immensely,  especially 
in  the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe  and  Entre  Rios ; and  large  tracts  of 
land,  even  in  the  province  of  Cordova,  were  devoted  to  this  purpose, 
as  lands  were  cheaper  there  than  in  Santa  Fe,  the  recognised 
agricultural  province.  The  development  of  this  Republic  is  not, 
therefore,  so  much  shattered  as  is  often  thought  in  Europe. 

The  amount  of  crime  all  over  the  Republic  is  alarming  and 
harmful  to  its  development.  The  population  is  every  day  becoming 
more  exclusively  foreign,  but  the  government  is  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  comparatively  small  number  of  pure  Argentines — a 
rather  anomolous  position — which  in  the  course  of  years  may  alter 
if  the  enormous  foreign  element  should  make  its  power  felt  and 
become  a decisive  factor  in  politics.  At  present  all  foreigners 
shun  politics,  and  only  busy  themselves  with  acquiring  wealth 
commercially.  Foreigners  own  a large  portion  of  the  territory  of 
this  country  and  the  bulk  of  all  commercial  enterprises  of  every 
description,  and  are  yearly  acquiring  a still  larger  proportion  of 
the  whole.  Mr.  Theodor  Alemann,  in  his  book  on  the  colonies  of 
the  Argentine  Republic,  estimates  that  three-quarters  of  the  culti- 
vated land  in  this  country  is  in  the  hands  of  Europeans.  Some 
idea  of  the  large  transfer  of  property  yearly  to  foreigners  may 
be  seen  on  consulting  my  Report,  No.  1147,  Annual  Series 
for  1892.  Perhaps  the  recent  crash  and  withdrawal  of  European 
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credit  will  cause  the  Republic  to  fall  back  more  on  its  own  Desirability 
resources  and,  therefore,  make  strenuous  attempts  to  better  the 
administration  of  the  country  generally — a step  so  essential  to  its  fmportanTto 
interests  both  at  home  and  abroad.  the  country’s 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  persons  that  there  never  was  such  an  interests, 
exceptional  opportunity  of  acquiring  agricultural  lands  cheaply  as  Exceptional 
in  1891  and  1892,  and  even  now,  though  their  paper  values,  much 
about  the  same  in  the  last  three  years,  to-day  cost  the  foreigner  and  1892. 
considerably  more  in  gold  than  two  years  ago  owing  to  the  fall  in  Lands  still 
the  gold  premium.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  the  cheap,  but 
crisis  and  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  foreigners  had  great  ^earer  than 
advantages  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  at  a time  when  agriculture  ornier  y‘ 
was  making  remarkable  progress  all  over  the  Republic.  The 
increase  of  agriculture  in  the  province  of  Entre  Rios  from  1890  to  Inc.rease  . 
1891  has  been  estimated  at  50  per  cent.  It  is  easier  to  become  a Entre  Rios 
landowner  in  the  Argentine  Republic  than  in  Europe,  as  is  shown  50  per  cent, 
by  the  enormous  increase  of  proprietors  of  lands,  chiefly  agricui-  m 1892- 
tural,  in  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  in  late  years.  Facility  of 

Mr.  Theodor  Alemann,  who  has  thoroughly  studied  questions  ^ 
of  colonisation  here,  says : — “ Agriculturists  in  the  wheat  districts,  Eage  of 
where  land  is  cheap  and  roads  are  good,  make  money,  and  probably  making 
more  than  in  any  part  of  Europe.  Destitute  persons  can  in  a money  in 
few  years  become  owners  of  land,  and  if  they  conform  to  the  w^enl* 
manners  and  requirements  of  the  country,  can  even  become  pros-  gl°"lus' 
perous  and  wealthy.  It  is,  of  course,  exaggerated  to  say  that  it  is 
easy  for  an  immigrant  without  money  to  gain  possession  of  the 
land  and  to  be  prosperous.  He  must  work  hard  and  give  up 
much.  On  these  conditions  the  reward  of  his  labour  is  greater  Reward  of 
than  in  Europe,  and  enables  him  to  lead  a life  not  there  Sreater 
attainable.  Europe. 

The  most  advisable  course  in  theory  for  the  emigrant  with  practical 
money  is  to  come  out  to  the  wheat  districts  with  enough  to  main-  advice  to 
tain  himself  and  to  work  hard  for  two  years.  Then  he  should  send  emigrant  with 
home  for  any  money  he  may  have,  and,  with  his  experience,  can  successful.  6 
invest  judiciously  in  land  or  enter  into  partnership.  But  in 
practice  an  emigrant  with  a small  capital  comes  out  here  and,  for 
want  of  practical  experience,  loses  it  or  is  cheated  out  of  it  by 
others. 

In  considering  the  question  of  the  extent  to  which  agriculture  Future 
can  further  develop,  it  must  be  remarked  that  such  progress  is  development 
limited  by  the  above-mentioned  important  factors,  labour  and  HmifeTby^ 
capital.  The  third  essential  requisite,  land,  is  still  plentiful,  good,  labour  and 
and  cheap,  and  transport  is  easy,  for  the  wheat-growing  region  is  capital, 
traversed  by  8,000  kiloms.  (4,800  miles)  of  railway, or  averaging  68  The  third 
square  kiloms.  of  land  suitable  for  wheat  per  kilom.  length  of  line,  [and^lentiful 
But  the  strictly  good  lands  for  wheat  are  limited  to  parts  of  Buenos  and  cheap. 
Ayres,  Santa  Fd,  and  Entre  Rios,  and  to  a little  of  Cordova,  and  for  wheat-grow- 
sugar,  tobacco,  &c.,  to  Tucuman  and  Corrientes.  It  is  said  that  the  ing  region 
increase  of  cultivated  area  in  the  United  States  is  244,000  hectares  traversed  by 
(610,000  acres)  a year,  in  Australia  some  40,000  hectares  (100,000  of8rail.mi  63 
’ acres),  and  the  same  in  Canada.  The  average  increase  in  this  comparison  of 
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Kepublic  in  late  years  is  perhaps  80,000  hectares  (200,000  acres). 
In  Chile  the  area  is  supposed  to  be  stationary,  or  even  diminishing. 

The  last  20  years  have  shown  immense  progress  and  develop- 
ment for  every  product.  In  1892  495,000  tons  of  wheat  were 
exported,  and  almost  as  much  of  maize,  after  satisfying  all  local 
consumption.  Sugar  now  supplies  75  per  cent,  of  the  home  con- 
sumption. Argentine  wines — the  quality  of  which  has  greatly 
improved — now  furnish  about  a half  of  the  requisite  supply,  and 
imports  are  yearly  diminishing.  The  same  change  is  taking  place 
with  spirits,  liqueurs,  beer,  oils,  and  many  other  articles. 

In  1869,  the  year  of  the  general  census  of  the  whole  Kepublic, 
60,000  hectares  (180,000  acres)  were  returned  as  under  cultivation  ; 
in  1891  there  were  nearly  3,000,000  hectares  (7,500,000  acres), 
with  an  export  of  agricultural  produce  of  1,500,000  tons.  In  1869 
there  w7ere  only  604  kiloms.  (362  miles)  of  railways  open,  with  a 
traffic  of  206,000  tons;  in  1891  there  were  12,203  kiloms.  (7,322 
miles),  with  a traffic  of  over  4,500,000  tons  of  freight.  In  1860 
the  population  of  the  whole  Kepublic  was  1,877,000 ; in  1891  it 
was  estimated  at  4,000,000.  The  cultivation  of  cereals  on  a large 
scale  only  began  in  1877,  that  of  wines  and  sugar  in  1882.  So  it 
may  be  said  with  some  truth  that  agriculture  is  almost  in  its 
infancy  in  this  country.  There  are  now  no  really  wild  Indians  in 
the  Kepublic,  except  in  the  Chaco.  The  few  that  still  exist  in  the 
north  and  south  are  generally  quiet  and  tamed.  But  their  exter- 
mination is  quite  recent ; they  wTere  only  driven  out  of  the  south 
of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  in  1880  by  General  Roca’s* 
military  expedition.  So  there  is  nothing  now  to  prevent  a peace- 
ful growth  of  agriculture  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Formerly  few  persons  outside  the  towns  had  bread.  Even  up 
to  1885  the  difficulties  of  communication  prevented  many  inhabi- 
tants from  obtaining  it.  Now  the  Kepublic  produces  sufficient 
wheat  to  feed  a great  deal  more  than  double  its  present  population 
of  about  4,000,000. 

The  probable  area  cultivated  in  the  whole  country  in  1891  wTas- 

3.000. 000  hectares  (7,500,000  acres),  and  in  1892  3,500,000  hectares 
(or  8,887,000  acres).  This  year  it  is  probably  5,000,000  hectares- 
(12,500,000  acres).  It  is  only  in  the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Entre  Rios,  and  Cordova  that  the  cultivation  of 
cereals  has  so  greatly  increased  in  the  last  20  years.  The  region 
suitable  for  growing  cereals  probably  covers  95,000,000  to 

100.000. 000  hectares  (about  240,000,000  acres),  which  shows  the 
possible  development  of  agriculture  under  favourable  circum- 
stances. This  fact,  combined  wTith  this  country’s  millions  of  cattle 
and  sheep,  serves  to  show  the  great  future  importance  of  the 
Argentine  Kepublic  to  Europe  as  a meat  and  bread  producing 
country. 

In  considering  the  present  condition  of  agriculture,  with  special 
reference  to  wheat-growing  and  its  probable  future,  it  is  essential 
to  study  this  Republic’s  suitability  for  producing  cereals,  both  from 
a geographical  and  climatic  point  of  view. 

Geographically  considered,  this  country  shows  a remarkable 
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adaptability  for  tlie  production  of  cereals.  Out  of  a total  extent  adaptation  to 
of  1,212,600  square  miles  of  territory  (2,894,257  kiloms.),  some  ™^™tlon  of 
800,000  miles  are,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a huge  flat  plain,  the  ^ 

remainder  being  highlands  and  in  the  Western  Provinces  moun-  -Republic”  **  ° 
tainous  on  approaching  the  Andes.  This  flat  region,  covering  four  a level  plain ; 
times  the  area  of  France,  is  partly  fertile  and  partly  not.  The  efiuals  four 
eastern  portion,  east  of  longitude  65°,  being  generally  excellent  France^ 0t 
soil.  The  north-eastern  portion  of  the  Fepublic  is  drained  from  goil  good  eagt 
north  to  south  by  the  Fivers  Parana  and  Paraguay.  The  Fiver  0f  longitude 
Uruguay  forms  the  eastern  boundary,  and  with  the  Parana  forms  65°. 
a Mesopotamia,  consisting  of  the  well-watered  province  of  Entre  Configuration 
Fios  and  of  those  of  Oorrientes  and  Missiones.  In  the  central  of  Re' 
portion  of  the  Fepublic  there  are  practically  no  waterways.  In  generally, 
the  far  south  and  still  largely  unoccupied  regions  there  are  several  Water 
rivers  of  importance.  The  water  carriage  of  this  country  is,  there-  carriage  of 
fore,  fairly  extensive,  though  the  rivers  are  shallow  and  only  allow  Republic 
of  the  passage  of  vessels  of  light  draught.  It  is  only  in  the  ^tensive 
estuary  of  the  Fiver  Plate,  on  the  Parana  up  to  Posario  and  on 
the  Uruguay  (up  to  Concepcion  del  Uruguay)  that  ships  of  15  to  ^^l^toTa 
19  feet  draught  can  travel  all  the  year  round ; and  perhaps  on  the  feet  draught 
Fio  Negro,  in  the  far  south,  for  a short  distance.  The  Parana  all  the  year. 
Fiver,  from  Fosario  northwards  to  the  city  of  Parana,  only  River  Parana, 
permits  of  the  passage  of  vessels  drawing  15  to  17  feet,  and  River 
thence  to  the  town  of  Corrientes  (on  the  borders  of  Paraguay)  Uruguay, 
of  from  8 to  11  feet  only.  The  passage  of  the  Uruguay  Fiver  above 
Concepcion  and  up  to  Concordia  is  only  possible,  at  some  seasons 
of  the  year,  for  ships  drawing  4 to  6 feet. 

A new  passage  recently  discovered  at  the  bar  of  Martin  Garcia  New  passage 
gives  an  extra  foot  in  depth  for  all  vessels  going  up  the  rivers.  ^ Martin 
With  a little  dredging,  it  is  believed  21  feet  could  be  counted  on,  aifow^o  feet 
and  the  Argentine  Government  are  trying  to  effect  this  in  the  draught, 
interests  of  navigation. 

There  are  over  8,000  kiloms.  (4,800  miles)  of  railway  dis-  Railway 
charging  into  ports  on  the  Fiver  Parana,  which  bring  all  agricul-  ^nage  4800 
tural  produce  to  its  banks,  as  none  of  its  tributaries  or  streams  Way  discharge 
are  navigable  to  any  distance  from  the  main  stream.  into  ports  on 

Parana  River. 

The  railway  system  of  the  Argentine  Fepublic  is  now  a most  Railways 
extensive  one,  thanks  to  the  liberality  with  which  foreign  nations,  entirely 
chiefly  England,  have  invested  their  capital  in  railways  here,  and  English, 
to  the  level  nature  of  this  country,  which  lent  itself  to  cheap  Railway 
railway  construction.  In  1885  the  cost  per  mile  of  the  then  constructlou 
existing  railways  was  only  5,400/.  on  the  average  per  mile,  which  Cost  per 
increased  to  6,000/.  in  1892,  on  account  of  new  lines  built  in  mile  in  1885 
the  western,  and  therefore  mountainous,  parts  of  the  country.  *nd  1892- 
In  1885,  the  average  cost  per  mile  was,  I believe,  8,000/.  in  in°Australia,e 
Australia.  S,OOOJ. ; here, 

fi,ooo/. 

This  cheapness  of  railways  is  of  great  importance  in  enabling  Extensive  and 
a rapid  development  of  agricultural  products  by  providing  exten-  ^a^port 
sive  and  easy  transport.  Wheat  in  this  Fepublic,  from  the  furthest  Combined 
(1604)  ^ v B 
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freights  by  point  where  it  is  grown,  often  pays  less  combined  freights  by  rail 
t^Euro  ^ an(l  water  to  Europe  than  from  many  parts  of  the  United  States, 
low forwhcat.  No  P°int  of  the  wheat  district  here  is  further  than  360  miles  from 
the  Biver  Parana  or  Atlantic  coast,  and  railway  freight  is 
therefore  low. 


Tobacco, 
sugar,  and 
wines  bear 
freights  to 
inland 
provinces. 
Freights 
heavier  than 
in  United 
States  because 
of  all  coal 
imported. 
Coal  and  wood 
as  fuel  for 


Other  crops,  such  as  tobacco,  sugar,  and  wines,  grown  mostly 
in  more  distant  parts,  but,  owing  to  their  far  greater  value  for  the 
same  bulk,  can  support  the  heavier  freights.  In  this  country,  as 
far  as  I can  gather,  freights  appear  to  be  heavier  than  in  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  excessive  cost  of  coal,  which 
varies  from  21.  10s.  to  21.  15s.  a ton  for  stoking  engines,  and  is  all 
imported  from  Europe.  It  is  only  in  the  far  north,  in  the  provinces 
of  Jujuy,  Salta,  and  Tucuman,  and  part  of  Cordova,  that  wood  is 
plentiful  enough  for  consumption  as  fuel. 


engines. 

Communica- 
tions with 
Europe. 

Ten  regular 
lines  of 
English 
steamers. 
Freights  by 
ship  on 
cereals. 


There  are  23  steamer  companies  trading  regularly  to  the  port 
of  Buenos  Ayres,  of  which  10  are  English.  Many  other  indepen- 
dent steamers  come  out  to  load  wheat  in  January  to  April.  An 
average  of  50  steamers  enter  the  Biver  Plate  every  month. 
Freights  usually  vary  for  cereals  from  15s.  to  22s.  per  ton. 


Climate. 


Climate. 

Northern 
parts  tropical. 

Mass  of  lands 
in  the  tem- 
perate zone. 

Far  south 
cold.  Chebut 
Welsh 
Colony. 

Temperature. 
Rapid  and 
sudden 
changes  of 
temperature. 
Snow  un- 
known north 
of  Rosario. 
Frosts  fre- 
quent in  south 
of  province  of 
Buenos 
Ayres. 

Plantations  of 
trees  prevent 
frosts. 


Climatic  influences  are  all-important  to  agriculture  and,  under 
this  head,  the  Argentine  Bepublic  has  great  advantages.  The 
most  northern  parts  of  the  provinces  of  Jujuy  and  Salta  only  are 
within  the  tropics  proper  (Tropic  of  Capricorn),  though  the 
provinces  of  Tucuman,  Santiago  del  Estero,  Missiones,  and  the 
Governments  of  the  Chaco  and  Formosa  are  all  practically  tropical. 
All  the  broadest  part  of  the  country  and  the  mass  of  its  lands  lie 
in  the  temperate  zone  and  south  of  latitude  30°.  Patagonia  lies 
in  the  cold  regions ; there  one  finds  little  cultivation,  except  at  the 
Welsh  colony  of  Chebut  and  at  a few  other  points. 

The  temperature  varies  from  40°  to  5°  Celsius  (104°  to  41° 
Fahr.),  40°,  however,  being  rare.  Great  and  rapid  changes  are  not 
uncommon  ; a difference  of  20°  Celsius  (68°  Fahr.)  has  been  known 
to  occur  in  a day,  and  I am  told  of  even  40°  Ealir.  in  3 hours. 
Snow  is  unknowm  north  of  Bosario ; and  it  is  only  so  far  south  as 
Bahia  Blanca  (latitude  39°  south)  that  the  ground  is  sometimes 
covered  with  snow  or  a thin  layer  of  ice  for  any  time,  and  that 
only  in  the  early  morning.  The  southern  parts  also  suffer  from 
frosts,  which  sometimes  destroy  the  crops ; and  it  is  said  that  one 
cannot  count  on  not  having  them  for  more  than  two  months  in 
the  year.  It  has  been  noticed  that  in  districts  where  trees  have 
been  planted  frosts  do  not  occur  as  frequently  as  formerly. 


AGRICULTURAL  and  CLIMATIC  MAP 
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CLIMATIC  FIGURES  AND  LINES  ACCORDING  TO  THE  OBSERVATIONS 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  OBSERVATORY  OF  CORDOVA. 


For  Temperature  m Celsius , cqiuvalmi 
Farenheit,  see  Table  p 17  of  Report 
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Table  showing  climate  of  the  Republic.  {See  map.) 


Towns. 

Average  in  Millimetres. 

Average  Temperature. 

Rainfall  in 
Year. 

Number  of 
Rainy  Days. 

Barometrical 
Pressure, 
Sea  Level. 

Celsius. 

Fahrenheit. 

Parana  ... 

955*4 

72 

755  *25 

18*49 

65*4 

Rosario  ... 

981*7 

77 

759  *40 

17*50 

63*6 

Concordia  

1090 *8 

74 

757  59 

18*86 

67  *8 

Buenos  Ayres  

894*1 

62 

760  *53 

17*16 

62*8 

Bahia  Blanca  

488*2 

53 

756*15 

15*26 

59  *2 

Chebut  ....  

207  *0 

No  data. 

757-37 

13-21 

56  *0 

Table  of 
climate  of 
Republic. 


The  further  north  one  goes  the  greater  is  the  rainfall ; and  the  Rains  and 
further  away  the  lands  are  from  the  course  of  the  Parana  river,  the  wmds* 
less  rain  there  is. 

The  ruling  winds  are  north-east ; the  dews  are  heavy,  and  the  Ruling  winds, 
average  damp  in  the  air  is  said  to  be  780.  Though  the  rains  are  Average  damp 
not  equal  every  year,  and  though  every  year  is  not  equally  sunny, in  air>  780. 
the  great  variations  of  climate  are  not  so  disastrous  to  the  crops  as 
is  generally  supposed. 

For  the  distribution  of  the  rainfall  all  over  the  Republic,  see  Rain  distribu- 
the  accompanying  Agricultural  and  Climatic  Map,  where  the  rainfall tion  according 
is  given  according  to  the  National  Observatory  of  Cordova.  Observatory 

Water  is  generally  found  at  a depth  of  3 to  15  mets.  (3£  to  water  found 
17 i yards).  3£  to  17* 

As  agriculture  depends  so  largely  on  rains,  irrigation,  proximity  yards  down, 
to  forests,  as  well  as  on  the  nature  of  the  soil,  a short  account  of 
the  configuration  of  the  land  and  of  the  vegetation  in  the  wheat-  Configuration 
growing  districts  will  be  of  interest.  Land,  which  at  the  city  of  ^e^d  °f 
Buenos  Ayres  has  but  a few  yards  elevation,  gradually  rises  the  growing 
further  westwards  one  goes  till  it  reaches  a height  of  only  some  districts. 

100  yards  at  the  western  edge  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres 
500  kiloms.  (300  miles)  distant.  From  latitude  30°  to  34°  south  Average 
land  only  averages  26  to  55  yards  above  the  sea-level ; 500  kiloms.  lieisht  of 
(300  miles)  south  of  Buenos  Ayres  city  it  rises  to  150  yards.  It  is  geadevel™ 
only  after  passing  longitude  63°  west  that  the  land  begins  to  rise 
up  to  the  town  of  Mendoza,  which  stands  about  724  yards  high. 

This  gives  some  idea  of  the  great  flatness  of  these  regions. 

The  actual  area  cultivated  will  now  be  considered.  The  figures  Total  area 
for  the  years  1890-91  will  first  be  quoted  as  given  by  the  best  culLlvated. 
available  authorities  on  the  subject.  Mr.  A.  Fliess’  annexed  map 
gives  the  region  fit  for  cultivation  of  cereals,  and  there-  Denoted  on 
lore  of  wheat,  at  95,995,800  hectares  (239,989,000  acres),  and  that 
district  is  there  denoted  by  close  parallel  lines,  yellow  indicating  map  by 
the  region  fit  for  growing  cereals,  pink  that  for  vines,  and  green  parallel  lines ; 
that  for  sugar.  The  actual  area  cultivated  of  each  is  shown  by  ar 

blocks  of  yellow,  pink,  and  green.  Giving  these  possible  areas  by  green^8** 
does  not  imply  any  probability  of  such  an  extension.  vines  by  pink. 

The  comparative  areas  for  cereals  and  other  cultivation  in  1891  Preponder- 
is  best  shown  graphically  by  the  accompanying  diagram,  where  great  an?f  of  ?sri* 
(1604)  ° b2  culturem 


Provinces  of 
Buenos  Ayres 
and  Santa  Fe. 

Proportion  of 
cereals  to 
other  cultiva- 
tion 

increasing. 
Percentages  of 
wheat,  maize, 
alfalfa,  vines, 
and  sugar. 

Taking  whole 
Republic, 
only  1 in  100 
hectares  is 
cultivated. 

Compared 
with  other 
countries. 

Cultivated 
hectares  per 
inhabitant  in 
1892  about 
210  acres. 
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preponderance  of  agriculture  in  the  two  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres 
and  Santa  Fe  is  very  marked.  Between  them  they  comprise  over 
one-half  of  the  whole. 

The  proportion  of  cereals  to  other  cultivation  has,  since  1891, 
been  continually  increasing. 

The  estimated  areas  of  the  chief  crops  in  the  different  provinces 
in  1890-91  are  here  tabulated,  as  given  by  Mr.  Fliess. 

Here  wheat  forms  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  cultivation,  maize, 
20  per  cent. ; alfalfa,  20  per  cent. ; vines,  1 per  cent. ; and  sugar, 
1 per  cent. 

Comparing  the  whole  area  of  the  Argentine  Bepublic  with  that 
portion  under  cultivation,  only  1*003  in  100  hectares  is  cultivated. 
Comparing  it  with  other  countries  on  this  basis,  this  Bepublic  is 
very  low  down,  but  taking  the  four  agricultural  provinces  of  Santa 
F4,  Buenos  Ayres,  Entre  Bios,  and  Cordova  only,  it  stands  high  up. 
In  1891  to  1892  the  number  of  hectares  cultivated  per  100  inhabi- 
tants, based  on  a possible  population  of  4,200,000,  is,  therefore, 
about  84  (210  acres),  or  about  what  it  is  in  France,  and  higher 
than  in  Italy  and  Spain.  In  1890  to  1891  the  area  per  100 
inhabitants  was  only  some  70  hectares  (175  acres). 


To  face  jxuqe,  !8. 


TABLE  OF  CULTIVATION  IN  1891, 
DISTINGUISHING  CEREALS  IN  EACH  PROVINCE. 


SCALE. 

1 m.  m.  1=3  — 500  Tiecfeures . 


Cereals . Other  Cultivation 


National  Terriiorie 
Province  of  Jujvup 
Province  Scuiticujo  del  Estero 
Province  Ecu  Rioja 
v Satin 

v Catxxrnarcxz- 
„ Corrierites 

,j  San  Louis 

„ Tuci  umcurv 


Score  Juan 


NferuLox-a, 


Province  Entre  Rocs 


Coi'dobcL 


241,696 
heeldres 


= 604,  240  arres. 


- 524,  068  h cetanes  = i,  310, 170  acres. 


Province . Santa  Fe  = 656,287  lcecbc 


Province  Buenos  Aires  = 962,457  hectares 


res 


= 1, 640,  716  acres. 


= 2,406, 


142  acres. 


Argentine  Republic  Area  — 292,000,000  hectres  — 729,000,000  acres. 
Total  Area  cultivated  2,996.048  hectres  — 7,490,200  acres. 


I I2SQ.  8/33. 1604 -30 


Keturn  of  Areas  of  Chief  Crops  in  1890  to  1891  in  hectares. 
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Total  area  cultivated. 

1891  to 
1892. 
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Total  

Buenos  Ayres 
Santa  Fe  ... 
Cordova 
Entre  Rios... 
Mendoza  ... 

San  Juan  ... 
Tucuman  ... 
Corrientes  ... 

San  Luis  ... 
Catamarca 
Salta 
Rioja 

Santiago  del  Ester 
Jujuy 

National  Territori 
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* Lcsb  than  1,000  tons  arc  put  in  brackets.  f Includes  fruit  and  potatoes.  X Number  of  hectares.  § These  values  will  be  much  less  owing  to  over-valuation 

of  ton  of  alfalfa  and  wheat. 
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Fliess’  calculation,  therefore,  gives  a productive  value  of  nearly  Productive 
7 /.  per  inhabitant  and  of  10/.  per  hectare  (2\  acres)  for  the  whole  ^alue  perhaps 
Eepublic ; this,  of  course,  varies  greatly  in  the  different  provinces,  inhabitant 
The  highest  value  produced  per  inhabitant  is  found  in  the  province  and  U.  per 
of  Mendoza  with  21/.,  which  is  accounted  for  by  tlie  valuable  acre- 
produce  of  the  vineyards  and  of  alfalfa,  the  province  of  Santa  Fe 
coming  only  third  with  17/.  165.,  due  to  the  valuable  wheat  crops.  j^Mendoza? 
The  province  of  San  Juan  produces  19/.  12s.,  also  due  to  wine-  Hi(rliest  value 
growing.  As  regards  value  per  hectare,  the  province  of  Tucuman  per acre  in 
stands  first  with  26/.  19s.  (or  about  11/.  per  acre),  the  result  of  its  Tucuman,  111 
valuable  sugar  crops.  The  wheat  crop  alone  of  Santa  Fe  repre-  Wheat-crop 
sented  in  1891  perhaps  some  4,000,000/.  estfmated^at 

These  calculations  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  average  4,000, oooz.  in 
crops  fetch  the  following  average  prices  1891. 

Value  of  yield  Average  value 

of  crops  per 
2\  acres 
(hectare),  by 
Eliess. 


Wheat  . . 

per  hectare. 
£ s.  d. 

7 10  0 

Maize 

3 10  0 

Rye  and  barley . . 

6 16  0 

Linseed  and  rape 

7 10  0 

Lucerne  (alfalfa) 

19  0 0 

Mani  . . . , 

6 14  0 

Sugar  . . . . 

29  17  0 

Vines  .. 

53  13  0 

Tobacco  . . 

..  154  0 0 

Rice 

. . 55  2 0 

These  values,  especially  for  alfalfa  and  wheat,  are  considered  These  values 
much  too  high  by  some  persons,  and  have  been  greatly  criticised,  considered 
The  mistake  in  value  of  alfalfa  is  that  Fliess  based  his  value  on 


the  number  of  tons  of  green  alfalfa,  instead  of  on  the  number  of 
tons  of  compressed  hay  alfalfa,  to  make  a ton  of  which  requires 


3 tons  of  green  stuff. 

It  appears  that  the  value  of  crops  of  wheat  and  oil-plants  per  ^ncc®ua^? 
hectare  is  greater  in  France  than  here,  probably  due  to  the  ground  compared  for 
not  being  properly  prepared  in  this  country.  But  the  cost  of  pro-  wheat  and  oil- 
duction  is,  apparently,  much  lower  here,  and  for  tobacco,  vines,  and  plants, 
forages  the  yield  in  this  Eepublic  is  greater  than  in  France. 


But  cost  of 
production 


lower  here. 


Tobacco, 
wines,  and 
forages. 

On  the  attached  agricultural  map  the  total  area  fit  for  The  four  pro- 
the  cultivation  of  cereals  is  estimated  at  95,000,000  hectares  to  winces  of 

100.000. 000  hectares  (240,000,000  acres),  of  which  nearly  ^yres^Santa 

66.000. 000  hectares  (165,000,000  acres)  are  in  the  four  provinces  fI,  Cordova, 

of  Buenos  Ayres,  Santa  Fe,  Cordova,  and  Entre  Eios.  These  four  and  Entre 
provinces  represent  a cultivated  area  in  1891  of  2,384,000  hectares  S'108,  . , 

(5,960,000  acres)  out  of  a probable  total  of  3,000,000,  or  about  inT89iCnearly 
three-quarters  of  the  whole.  Of  these  2,384,000  hectares  6,000,000 
(5,960,000  acres),  cereals  covered  1,879,000  hectares  (4,657,000  or 
acres)  at  least,  or  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  cultivated  area  in  the  quarters  of 
four  provinces.  whole  cultiva- 

The  various  areas  of  crops  in  1891  are  as  follows  : — ^n* 

80  per  cent, 
cereals. 


Return  of  Crops  in  Four  Chief  Provinces,  1891,  in  hectares. 
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These  four  provinces,  therefore,  contain  77  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  area  cultivated,  leaving  only  23  per  cent.,  or  some 
615,000  hectares  (1,537,500  acres),  for  all  the  other  10  provinces 
and  various  national  territories.  Comparing  this  cultivated  area 
with  the  total  area  of  the  4 provinces  it  is  seen  that  only  3^  per 
cent,  of  their  surface  is  cultivated,  but  of  this  latter  78  per  cent, 
consisted  of  cereals  in  1891. 

The  cultivation  in  1890-91  may  be  analysed  thus  : — 


1890-91. 

Proportion  of 
each  Crop. 

Average  Number 
of  Hectares  per 
100  inhabitants. 

Per  Cent. 

Wheat  

48* 

63 

Maize 

28* 

37 

Other  Crops  . . 

! 

23 

30 

Hence  wheat  formed  nearly  50  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  the 
average  number  of  hectares  cultivated  per  100  inhabitants  in  these 
4 provinces  was  about  130  (325  acres). 

It  will  further  be  interesting  to  note  the  respective  proportions 
in  each  of  the  different  crops.  This  is  shown  by  the  following 
table : — 


Form  77  per' 
cent,  of  total 
cultivated 
area. 


Analysis  of 
crops. 

Wheat  48  £ 
per  cent. 


Proportions  of 
crops  in  four 
provinces  of 
Buenos 
Ayres,  Santa 
Fe,  Cordova, 
and  Entre 
Rios. 
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The  region  of  cereals  of  the  Argentine  Republic  may  roughly  Description of 
be  described  as  extending  from  latitude  30°  to  41°  south,  and  is  JeS10n  of 
bounded  westwards  by  longitude  65°  and  eastwards  by  the  River  cer  a 
Uruguay  and  Atlantic  coast,  or,  in  other  words,  this  region 
includes  roughly  the  three  provinces  of  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Rios,  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  eastern  portion  of  that  of  Cordova.  In  the 
greater  part  of  this  immense  plain  wheat  will  grow  satisfactorily 
without  artificial  irrigation.  But  south  of  latitude  41°  and  west  of 
longitude  65°,  rains  do  not  come  regularly  enough  and  irrigation  is 
a necessity  which  might  be  made  possible  in  the  far  south  along  Irrigation 
the  Rivers  Colorado  and  Rio  Negro  to  a point  much  further  west,  m 

should  it  ever  be  profitable  to  so  far  extend  cultivation  in  future 
years.  That  wheat  and  other  crops  do  well  even  much  further 
south  is  shown  by  the  satisfactory  crops  of  the  Welsh  Chebut  Welsh 
colony  in  latitude  43°,  south.  With  irrigation,  wheat  will  also  Chebut 
grow  in  the  territories  of  Nequen,  Rio  Negro,  Chebut,  and  Santa  Colony* 

Cruz — better  known,  geographically,  as  Patagonia — and  may  Patagonia, 
supply  all  local  wants,  but  probably  not  much  more,  except 
perhaps  from  the  Chebut  colony,  and  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  where  agriculture  and  sheep-raising  are 
now  rapidly  extending,  and  which  is  partly  due  to  many  persons  in 
the  English  colony  of  the  Falkland  Islands  buying  lands  there,  English 
finding  the  territory  in  their  own  islands  insufficient  for  the 
extension  of  their  occupations.  Those  regions  are,  however,  far  i8iands. 
better  suited  to  cattle-raising.  Perhaps,  in  the  course  of  time, 
when  the  above-mentioned  possible  wheat  region  is  more  devoted  to 
agriculture  than  at  present,  Patagonia  may  become  a large  cattle-  Patagonia  as 
raising  district,  while  the  more  northern  portions  of  the  Republic  may  cattle-raising 
be  devoted  more  to  only  fattening  cattle  by  rich  pasture  and regl0n* 
agricultural  products,  as  has  been  largely  done  lately,  especially  by 
alfalfa  (Lucerne)  growing  in  the  province  of  Cordova. 

North  of  latitude  30°  and  west  of  longitude  65°  the  vegetation  Vegetation 
changes,  woods  appear  alternating  with  open  lands.  Here  ^ 3o°S  w of 
agriculture  is  only  carried  on  near  the  railways  and  purely  for  65°  long, 
local  consumption.  The  heavy  freights  south  and  east  prevent  any 
transport  of  cereals  as  a rule,  and  only  the  more  valuable  crops,  Sugar, 
such  as  sugar,  tobacco,  and  rice,  find  their  way  out  to  the  provinces  tobacco> rice- 
of  Santa  Fb  and  Buenos  Ayres  for  consumption  there. 

Mr.  Fliess,  in  his  agricultural  map,  points  out  that  three  Three  distinct 
distinct  regions  are  beginning  to  outline  themselves  distinctly  regions 
in  this  country.  ‘ 

1st.  Cereals.  2nd.  Vines.  3rd.  Sugar.  (2)  vines, 

For  these  three  he  attempts  in  his  map  to  show  roughly  their  (3)  sugar, 
respective  areas,  denoted  by  yellow,  pink,  and  green.  To  obtain  Shown  on 
an  exact  map  of  agriculture  in  this  Republic  will  be  impossible  for  agricultural 
many  years  to  come,  and  will  require  better  and  more  extensive  ™ap‘ 
statistical  labour  than  the  National  and  Provincial  Governments  statistics1611 
at  present  devote  to  this  subject.  scanty  on 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  area  suitable  for  cultiva-  agriculture, 
tion  is  obtained : — 
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Table  of 
possible  area 
of  cultivation 
without 
irrigation. 


Table  showing  possible  area  of  cultivation  for  Cereals,  without 

irrigation. 


Provinces. 

In  square  kilometres. 

Total  Area 
of 

Province. 

Area  between 
Lat.  28°  and  40°, 
Long.  66  30°,  and 
River  Uruguay. 

Area 

deducted 

for 

i woods,  &c. 

Area 

suitable 

for 

cultivation. 

Buenos  Ayres 

311,377 

311/377 

15,377 

296,000 

Santa  Fe 

131,582 

124,350 

4,000 

120,350 

Cordova 

174,767 

147,587 

5,000 

142,587 

Santiago  del  Estero  . . 

102,355 

20,547 

1,000 

19,547 

Entre  Rios  . . . . 

75,457 

75,457 

10,457  i 

65,000 

Corrientes 

81,148 

81,148 

6,000  j 

75,148 

San  Luis 

75,518 

58,458 

9,518  : 

48,940 

Rio  Negro  and  Pam- 

pa  Central. . 

357,082 

194,386 

2,000 

192,386 

Totals  . . . . 

1,309,286 

1,013,310 

1 

53,352 

959,958 

Fliess’  area 
suitable  for 
cultivation, 
239  million 
acres. 

Nature  of  soil 
of  district 
suitable  for 
cultivation. 

Its  thickness. 


Frosts  un- 
known in 
Entre  Rios. 

In  cereal 
region  wheat, 
maize,  barley, 
rye,  oats, 
alfalfa,  and 
oil-giving 
plants  thrive. 

Furthest 
point  of 
region  360 
miles  from  a 
port. 

Wines,  to- 
bacco, fruits, 
sugar. 


The  area,  as  calculated  by  Mr.  Fliess,  suitable  for  cultiva- 
tion is,  therefore,  959,958  square  kiloms.,  or  95,995,800  hectares 
(239,989,000  acres),  an  estimate  probably  considerably  too  high. 

This  district  has  a layer  of  “humus”  15  to  75  centims.  (6  to 
30  inches)  thick,  and  in  places,  generally  near  the  estuary  of  the 
River  Plate  and  River  Parana,  even  80  to  90  centims.  (32  to  36 
inches).  This  layer  gets  thinner  the  further  west  one  goes,  and  in 
long.  63°  begins  to  be  sandy.  Its  thickness  varies  greatly,  and 
has  been  found  70  centims.  (28  inches)  deep  as  far  west  as 
long.  66°.  In  the  province  of  Entre  Rios  the  layer  of  “ humus  ” 
is  said  to  be  never  less  than  45  centims.  (17J-  inches)  thick.  Frosts 
are  never  known  in  that  province,  and  the  crops  are,  therefore, 
safer. 

In  this  possible  region  of  cereals  grow  wheat,  maize,  barley, 
rye,  oats,  linseed,  and  other  oil-giving  plants,  potatoes,  and  alfalfa 
(Lucerne).  The  districts  most  suitable  for  cereals  and  oil-giving 
plants,  which  require  low  freights  to  make  their  transport  profitable, 
lie  north  and  south  along  the  Rivers  Parana  and  Uruguay,  and 
along  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  furthest  point  of  this  region  is 
only  600  kiloms.  (360  miles)  from  a port.  A greater  distance 
would,  perhaps,  take  away  the  profit.  From  further  west  than 
this  only  such  valuable  produce  as  wine,  tobacco,  fruits,  and  sugar 
can  bear  the  cost  of  carriage  to  the  rivers  or  coast.  Some  cereals 
will  grow  even  in  the  far  north  and  south  of  the  Republic.  Maize 
and  wheat  grow  on  the  highlands  in  the  provinces  of  Jujuy  and 
Tucuman  in  the  north,  and  on  the  flat  lands  at  Cliebut  and  Santa 


Cruz  in  the  south. 

Description  of  The  present  essentially  wheat-growing  region  consists  mainly 
the  wheat-  of  a fairly  even  flat  district,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  woods  of 

growing 

region. 


BUEXOS  AYRES. 
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the  Chaco,  and  on  the  south  by  the  Curumalan  and  Tandil  hills  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres.  This  plain,  A plain 
which  is  narrow  in  the  north,  and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  narrow  in 
River  Parana,  spreads  to  a broad  base  in  the  south,  having  an  south10*”" 
average  width  of  300  kiloms,  (180  miles). 

This  district  belongs  to  what  is  often  called  Pampa  lands.  Its  pampa  lands, 
upper  soil  is  15  to  25  centims.  (6  to  11  inches)  thick.  Under  that  Soil  6 to  li 
comes  a clayey,  sandy  layer,  and  the  lowest  stratum  is  clay,  at  a mclies  decP* 
depth  of  1 yard  or  so.  This  layer  does  not  let  through  rain- 
water, and  often  causes  water  to  be  found  at  less  than  a yard 
down.  From  3 to  17  yards  deep  a good  layer  of  water  is  found,  Water  near 
which  usually  furnishes  the  fresh  drinking  water ; it  is  rarely  surface, 
brackish. 


The  soil  of  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  must  be  considered  to 
be  most  productive,  and,  though  the  land  in  some  colonies  is 
•beginning  to  be  exhausted,  there  are  colonies  which  still  produce 
excellent  wheat  crops,  and  have  produced  them  for  the  last  25 
years  without  any  form  of  manuring  or  any  system  of  rotation  of 
crops,  or  of  allowing  the  land  to  lie  fallow. 

In  the  provinces  of  Entre  Rios  and  Buenos  Ayres  the  lands 
are  often  said  to  be  richer,  but  they  are  generally  much  dearer 
and  quite  out  of  the  reach  of  penniless  emigrants.  The  cheapest 
are  perhaps  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  province  of  Cordova,  which 
has  only  become  quite  recently  a wheat-growing  region  and  a most 
satisfactory  one. 

The  centre  of  the  wheat-growing  region — which  a few  years 
ago  consisted  of  the  middle  portion  of  the  province  of  Santa  Fe 
— north  of  Rosario  City  and  south  of  the  town  of  Santa  Fe — is 
now  undoubtedly  that  pcrtion  of  the  province  lying  between  the 
Central  Argentine  Railway  on  the  north  and  the  Pacific  Railway 
on  the  south.  It  is  bounded  in  the  west  by  the  Rufino  and 
Villa  Maria  Railway,  and  in  the  east  by  the  River  Parana,  which 
within  the  above  area  has  the  ports  of  Rosario,  San  Nicolas,  Villa 
Constitucion,  and  Campana,  not  to  speak  of  the  port  of  Buenos 
Ayres  in  the  estuary  of  the  River  Plate  ; and  the  intermediate 
space  between  those  two  main  lines  are  two  other  railways  running 
more  or  less  in  parallel  lines  east  and  west,  namely,  the  Rosario 
and  Cruz  Alta  (better  known  as  Juarez  Celman)  Railway,  and  then 
the  Villa  Constitucion  and  Carlota  Railway,  both  terminating  in 
ports  on  the  River  Parana  (ports  of  Rosario  and  Villa  Constitu- 
cion). Only  7 years  ago,  in  the  region  traversed  by  these  two 
railways,  agriculture  was  almost  unknown.  Now  it  promises  fair 
to  become  an  exclusively  agricultural  district,  the  area  devoted  to 
stock-raising  becoming  rapidly  less. 

This  present  centre  of  the  wheat-growing  district  has  been 
thus  described  by  Mr.  Niederlein,  who  is  an  authority  on  agricul- 
tural and  other  questions : — 

“ The  southern  zone,  from  32°  southwards,  shows  at  first  here 
and  there  a few  trees  and  bushes,  but  soon  becomes  a long, 
slightly  rolling  open  country  with  hardly  a tree,  and  well  covered 

agoons  and  small 


Soil  of  Santa 
Fe  good. 

Some  colonies 
have  pro- 
duced good 
wheat  for  25 
years. 

No  rotation  of 
crops. 

Good  wheat 
lands  cheap  in 
Cordova. 


The  centre  of 
the  wheat- 
growing 
region. 

Now  between 
Central 
Argentine 
and  Pacific 
Railways. 

Bounded  on 
east  by  Parana 
on  which 
several  ports. 

Well 
traversed 
by  railways. 

Seven  years 
ago  no  agri- 
culture in  this 
present  centre 
of  wheat- 
growing. 

Description  of 
wheat-region 
bv  Niederlein. 


with  good  tender  grasses  suitable  for  pasture.  L 
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Table  of 
necessaries  of 
life  imported 
and  locally 
produced. 


Consumption 
here  of  meat 
per  inhabitant 
high. 

Small  con- 
sumption of 
tea  and  coffee. 
Its  place 
taken  by 
“yerba  mate.” 
Consumption 
of  wine  4£ 
gallons  per 
person. 


marshes  become  rarer.  The  streams  are  short  and  lead  straight 
to  the  River  Parana,  running  almost  parallel  to  one  another. 

“ Rain  water  in  districts  further  than  15  kiloms.  (9  miles)  from 
that  river  usually  collects  in  lagoons  or  ‘canadas.’ 

“ This  region  forms  the  best  wheat  lands,  and,  as  it  is  almost 
invariably  even  and  free  of  trees,  is  most  suitable  for  agriculture 
as  well  as  stock-raising,  The  rains  penetrate  into  the  soil  without 
running  away,  and  are,  therefore,  almost  everywhere  of  direct 
benefit.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  this  district,  as  compared  with 
others  where  the  rainfall  is  heavier,  gets  an  important  compensa- 
tion. The  absorption  of  the  rain  by  the  soil  in  these  flat  districts 
is  naturally  much  greater  when  the  land  has  been  broken  up  or 
ploughed.  In  agricultural  districts  the  small  streams  dry  up  from 
the  cultivated  lands  absorbing  the  whole  rainfall.” 

Before  considering  the  amount  of  agricultural  produce  exported,. 
I append  an  interesting  table  of  the  chief  necessaries  of  life,  com- 
paring the  amount  imported  with  that  locally  produced  in  1891 : — 


Table  of  Necessaries  of  Life  imported  and  locally  produced  in 

1891  in  tons.* 


Articles. 

Local 

Production. 

Imported. 

| 

Total. 

Exported. 

Local 

Consumption. 

Meat 

839,635 

nil. 

839,635 

174,635 

665,000 

Wheat 

1,130,568 

nil. 

1,130,568 

*400,816 

729,751 

Maize 

968,014 

nil. 

968,014 

58,317 

909,696 

Rice  

3,200 

11,836 

15,036 

15,036 

Sugar...  

43,373 

12,835 

56,208 

9 

56,199 

Coffee 

5 

1,864 

1,869 

1,869 

Tea  

nil. 

264 

264 

264 

Yerba  mate 

? nil. 

17,825 

17,825 

17,825 

Cheese  

600 

154 

754 

754 

fWines  

62,120 

32,472 

94,592 

945,592 

Spirit 

Beer 

6,247 

12,895 

588 

165 

6,836 

13,060 

6,836 

13,060 

* 1 kilo.  = 2-2  lbs,  and  1 ton  = 1,000  kilos.,  and  1 litre  = 0-22  gallon, 
f In  1,000  of  litres. 

% This  includes  7,000,000  kilos,  of  flour  allowing  70  kilos,  flour  to  100  kilos,  wheat. 


The  Argentine  Republic  consumes  over  157  kilos.*  of  meat  per 
inhabitant  per  year,  or  more  than  any  other  nation  ; in  England  it 
is  65  only,  and  in  Italy  15.  The  consumption  of  sugar  is  13  kilos, 
per  inhabitant.  Coffee  and  tea  have  hardly  any  consumption  here 
among  the  bulk  of  the  population,  i.c.}  the  lower  classes,  its  place 
amongst  them  being  taken  by  “ yerba  mate  ” (Paraguayan  tea),  of 
which  4 kilos,  per  head  is  used  yearly.  Much  the  same  amount  of 
wine  is  drunk  as  in  Austria  and  Italy,  namely  20  litres  (4J 
gallons)  per  person. 

As  regards  wheat  the  consumption  is  about  on  a par  with 
Austria-Hungary,  and  lower  than  in  England,  being  172  as  against 
167  and  193  kilos,  respectively. 


* l kilo.  = 2 2 lbs 
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This  large  agricultural  produce  of  the  Argentine  Republic  gives 
rise  to  a large  traffic  by  land  and  water,  of  which  the  following- 
table  will  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  produce  shipped  from 
Argentine  ports  in  1891,  and  show  the  proportion  dispatched  from 
the  province  of  Santa  Fe. 


Return  of  Agricultural  Produce  shipped  from  Argentine  Ports  in 

1891  in  tons. 


Articles. 

Whole  Eepublic. 

Province  of  Santa  F6. 

To  Argen- 
tine Ports. 

To  Ports 
Abroad. 

Total. 

To  Argen- 
tine Ports. 

To  Ports 
Abroad. 

Total. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

tons. 

Wheat 

215,792 

397,730 

613,522 

159,083 

209,031 

368,114 

Maize 

43,550 

65,358 

108,908 

14,349 

743 

15,092 

Alfalfa 

1,751 

28,947 

30,698 

646 

22,039 

22,685 

Flour  

24,459 

6,061 

30,520 

19,488 

3,104 

22,592 

Linsee  d and  Eape  . . . 

18,209 

13,104 

31,313 

14,645 

2,215 

16,860 

Potatoes  

9,728 

2,678 

12,406 

8,539 

351 

8,890 

Maui 

4,783 

661 

5,444 

4,271 

39 

4,310 

Sugar  

1,678 

20 

1,698 

401 

1 

402 

Eye  and  Barley 

75 

136 

211 

23 

nil 

23 

Totals  

320,025 

514,695 

834,720 

221,445 

237,523 

458,968 

According  to  official  returns  the  value  exported  of  all  agricul- 
tural products  between  1880  and  1890  was  over  22,000,000/.,  of 
which  cereals  formed  about  20,000,000/.  In  1891  the  value  of 
the  total  production  of  agricultural  produce  in  the  Argentine 
Republic  was  probably  from  4,000,000/.  to  5,000,000/. 

The  export  trade  is  now  tabulated  approximately  for  the  last 
14  years  according  to  official  returns  of  the  Argentine  Govern- 
ment : — 


Traffic  in 

agricultural 

produce. 


Table  of  all 
produce 
shipped  in 
1891.  Whole 
Republic  and 
Province  of 
Santa  Fe 
compared. 


Estimated 
value  of 
exported 
agricultural 
produce  1880 
to  1890  over 
22,000,000?.,, 
of  which 
20,000,000?. 
cereals. 


so 
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# In  these  years  locusts  destroyed  large  portions  of  the  crops, 
f Alpiste  = canary  seed. 
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The  decrease  in  the  export  of  some  articles,  such  as  linseed,  Decrease  in 
•since  1885,  and  mam,  since  1888,  does  not  imply  a decrease  in  the 
production  of  those  products.  On  the  contrary,  there  has  been  a explained, 
very  great  increase,  but  the  local  home  consumption  has  been  Local 
enormously  increased  by  the  rapidly  increasing  national  manu-  consumption 
facture  of  oils,  which  was  not  the  case  formerly.  And  the  impor-  greaSy^ 
iation  of  foreign  oils  has  decreased  correspondingly.  increased. 

Agriculture  is  hampered  by  various  causes,  diseases,  climatic  Accidents  de- 
accidents,  and  destructive  insects.  Locusts  are  by  far  the  most  trimental  to 
.destructive  to  the  crops,  and  have  for  many  years  at  intervals  crops‘ 
devastated  the  northern  provinces.  Their  appearance  in  the Locusts- 
southern  parts  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  is  a comparatively 
new  departure.  To  a certain  extent  they  seem  periodical,  there  Often 
being  years  occasionally  almost  free  from  them.  Fortunately  for  Periodlcah 
wheat  they  come  at  a time  when  they  do  little  harm.  But  for  Do  little  harm 
maize  it  is  different,  locusts  come  just  at  the  wrong  time,  w hen  it to  wheafc ; 
is  still  young  and  tender,  and  it  does  not  recover  as  the  wheat  destructive  to 
often  does.  The  hopping  locusts  hatch  in  October  and  November  maize, 
after  40  days  as  eggs.  Their  devastations  in  recent  years  have  Hatch,  m 
become  so  disastrous  that  various  provinces  have  passed  special  October  and 
law's  to  compel  an  organised  combination  to  destroy  them,  and  November* 
considerable  sums  of  money  to  reduce  their  numbers,' as  their 
extinction  is  impossible.  Effective  measures  against  them  are  the  organised 
more  difficult  here,  where  the  country  is  so  sparsely  populated.  It  combination 
is  said  that  the  more  cultivated  a district  is  the  less  locusts  there  |°u^sfcroy 
are.  In  any  case,  in  well  cultivated  districts  there  is  more  popu- 
lation than  elsewhere,  which  is  better  able  to  make  an  organised 
resistance. 

The  “ isoca  ” is  another  destructive  insect  which  particularly  f Isoca  ” 
attacks  linseed  when  just  sown,  devouring  the  soft  part  of  the  j^seed?tta°  8 
seed. 

A newT  insect  called  the  “lagarta,”  so  called  from  its  resemblance  “ La§ar^a  ” ^ 
to  a lizard,  made  its  appearance  in  the  province  of  Entre  Bios  in  wheal^^  S 
1891,  which  made  itself  known  by  devouring  large  quantities  of  R mbles 
wheat.  When  in  the  state  of  larva,  it  is  said  to  be  like  the  North  « army 
American  “ army  worm.”  worm.” 


Climatic  accidents  detrimental  to  crops  are  hail,  frosts,  droughts 
and  too  much  rain,  of  which  the  two  first  can  be  insured  against. 
I am  told,  however,  that  the  insurance  of  crops  has  not  made  the 
progress  expected  in  this  country,  and  that  several  insurance  com- 
panies have  not  been  successful  in  this  direction. 

As  regards  diseases,  the  chief  ones  affecting  wheat  are,  1st,  “ el 
carbon  ” (filletia  or  caries),  and  2nd,  “ el  polvillo.”  The  first  was 
unknown  till  1881,  when  it  appeared  in  the  south  of  the  province 
•of  Buenos  Ayres,  near  Azul,  where  wheat  brought  from  Bordeaux 
had  been  sown.  This  disease  has  now  spread  and  even  reached 
Bosario  and  further  north.  The  “polvillo”  is  not  often  found  ; it 
is  a disease  which  turns  the  whole  plant  yellow,  and  generally  after 
lieavv  mists. 


Climatic 
accidents. 
Droughts, 
frosts,  liail, 
and  too  much 
rain. 

Insurance 

against. 

Chief  diseases 
for  wheat — 

1, “el  carbon,” 

2,  “ el  pol- 
villo.” 


The  class  of  wheat  grown  varies  in  the  different  provinces,  but  Classes  of 
barletta  ” (like  the  American  “ red  winter  ”)  is  most  used,  wllcat  6rown 
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B arietta 
equals  “ !Rod 
Winter”  of 
United 
States. 

Become  a 
special  Argen- 
tine wheat ; 
contains  much 
“ gluten.” 

Specimens  of 

Argentine 

wheat  at 

Milling  and 

Baking 

Exhibition, 

1892. 

Gold  medal 
for  wheat. 

“ Saldome7’ 
wheat. 


Prices  of 
wheat  in 
Europe. 


Wheat  at 
21s.  8 d.  in 
Europe  in 
March,  1891. 

Cost  of 
production  of 
wheat. 


Average  cost 
per  hectare 
(2|  acres) . : 

Expenses  of 
harvesting. 


Profits  of 
wheat- 
growing. 


Nett  profit  per 
hectare. 


especially  in  the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe,  Entre  Eios,  and  Cordova. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  introduced  in  1857  from  Lombardy.  In 
the  course  of  years  it  has  become  a special  kind  of  Argentine  wheat 
which  millers  seem  to  consider  superior  to  the  North  American  on 
account  of  the  quantity  of  gluten  which  it  contains.  “ Barletta 
is  a dark  red  grain,  and  produces  the  best  flour  with  the  most 
gluten;  this  grain  gives  65  per  cent,  to  70  per  cent,  of  flour,  and 
is  believed  to  be  only  surpassed  in  that  quality  by  some  wheats 
from  the  Banat  in  Hungary,  and  from  Manitoba.  Argentine  wheat 
differs  largely  in  weight  because  of  deficient  cultivation  and  bad 
selection  of  seed,  as  was  shown  by  the  57  samples  of  wheat  from 
all  Argentine  provinces  sent  to  the  Milling  and  Baking  Exhibition 
in  England  in  1892.  At  that  exhibition  a gold  medal  was  awarded 
to  No.  4 Argentine  wheat  from  the  Alvear  colony  in  Entre  Rios. 
Nine  other  classes  of  wheat  obtained  special  honourable  mentions. 

In  the  last  few  years  another  wheat,  called  saldome,”  is  being 
largely  cultivated.  It  appears  to  be  a cross  between  **  barletta  ” 
and  French  wheat.  For  exportation,  however,  “ barletta  ” is- 
preferred. 

From  1874  to  1886  the  average  price  of  wheat  fell  from 
24s.  2d.  to  25s.  (29  fr.  to  30  fr.)  per  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  to  only 
16s.  8 d.  to  17s.  6d.  (20  fr.  to  21  fr.)  in  1886.  Any  lower  prices 
than  those  were  due  to  speculation.  From  1888  the  price  of  wheat 
rose,  and  in  1891  was  20 s.  to  21s.  3d.  (24  fr.  to  25 \ fr.)  In  March, 
1891,  wheat  in  Europe  was  quoted  at  20s.  lOd  to  21s.  8 d.  (25  fr. 
to  26  fr.),  which  high  price  gave  an  impetus  to  wheat-growing  in 
the  River  Plate. 

The  cost  of  production  for  wheat  depends  very  much  on 
whether  the  work  is  done  with  hired  labour  or  by  the  colonist  and 
his  family.  Even  hired  labour  is  particularly  cheap  to-day  to  the 
wheat-grower  on  account  of  the  high  gold  premium  of  200  per 
cent,  or  more,  of  which  he  reaps  the  benefit  in  selling  his  wheat  at 
a price  based  on  its  gold  value  in  European  markets. 

The  average  cost  per  hectare  (2J-  acres)  of  producing  wheat  in 
1891,  including  seed — and  up  to  the  period  of  heaping  up  the  grain 
ready  for  threshing — was,  according  to  some  authorities,  about 
15  dol.  to  18  dol.  (15s.  to  18s.).  The  expenses  of  reaping,  collect- 
ing, threshing  and  packing  the  grain  in  sacks  (including  cost  of 
bags)  was  perhaps  another  10  dol.  to  15  dol.  (10s.  to  15s.)  on  the 
basis  of  an  average  yield  of  1,000  kilos.  (1  ton)  of  barletta  wheat 
per  hectare  (2J  acres).  A yield  of  1 ton,  therefore, necessitates  an 
outlay  of  about  40  dol.  to  43  dol.  per  hectare  (2|  acres),  which  in 
the  year  1891  represented  21.  to  21.  3s.,  and  would  now  be  about 
21.  12s.  to  21.  14s.  8 d.  in  gold  at  the  rate  of  the  day.  During  the 
1891-92  wheat  season  the  price  per  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  varied 
from  8 dol.  50  c.  m/1  to  9 dol.  50  c.  m/1  (8s.  6d.  to  9s.  6<7.)  in  local 
markets,  the  average  cropper  hectare  (2|  acres),  therefore,  fetching 
85  dol.  to  95  dol.,  or  41.  5s.  to  41.  15s.  a ton.  Deducting  from  this 
sum  the  cost  of  transport  from  wheat-field  to  nearest  station, 
railway  freight,  brokerage  and  commissions,  amounting  usually  to- 
20  dol.  a ton  (the  yield  of  1 hectare),  the  nett  profit  to  the  agri- 
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cultuiist  was  about  20  dol.  to  25  doL  per  hectare  (2|  acres)  which 
m 1891  equalled  1 L to  11  5s.,  and  now  11  6s.  8cl.  to  11.  15s.  4 d., 
with  gold  at  200  per  cent,  premium  instead  of  300. 

The  cost  of  wheat-growing  in  1893  by  a practical  farmer  in  Cost  of  wheat- 
the  province  of  Santa  Fe  is  now  given  approximately  perfXingia 
“ square  ” = 4 acres  189s- 

Eibst  Yjeae 

Breaking  up  ground,  per  four  acres  . 

Cross-ploughing.. 

Harrowing 

Sowing  . . . . . . 

Covering  and  rolling 

Total  . . , . 

Equivalent  in  sterling  ..  ...  ..  £0  11s. 


Dol. 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 


c. 

50 

0 

50 

25 

0 


First  year. 


Second  Yeae. 

The  same,  less  breaking  up  ground,  then  harvesting, 
cutting,  and  binding 
String 
Threshing. . 

Carting  to  stack  and  to  station  , . 


Dol.  e. 

5 0 

12  0 
17  25 


Total  . . 


34  25 


Equivalent  in  sterling  . . . . . . £2  5s.  8d. 


Second  year 


^ ^hesoe7tw0  added  UP  §lve  a total  equivalent  in  sterling  of 
lbs-  Per  4 acres,  not  counting  cost  of  seed.  The  average 
crop  would  be  11|  "‘quintals”  = 529  kilos.,  or  1,160  lbs. 

4 he  cultivation  of  alfalfa  (Lucerne)  covers  an  enormous  area 
and  is  every  year  becoming  more  important.  In  the  opinion  of 
many  persons  it  will  probably,  as  an  export,  be  second  only  to 
wheat  and  maize  in  importance.  It  has  already  been  exported  to 
Lngland  as  an  experiment,  and  been  pronounced  a most  satisfactory 

Alfalfa  is  better  known  in  Europe  as  Lucerne,  and  is  a kind  of 
clover  It  is  particularly  suited  to  a great  part  of  this  Kepublic 
owing  to  its  not  requiring  much  surface  damp  or  rain.  It  is  a 
plant  that  throws  down  its  roots  very  deep,  even  as  far  as  5 yards 
ana  is  therefore  more  dependent  on  moisture  deep  down  than  on 
the  weather  for  its  nourishment.  Even  after  long  drought  it 
remains  green.  Alfalfa  enriches  the  ground.  Its  success  depends 
largely  on  the  substratum  of  soil ; if  that  is  satisfactory,  alfalfa 
has  been  known  to  yield  good  crops  for  20  years.  One  can  <?et 
tour  or  five  crops  regularly  a year,  and  sometimes  more.  If  wheat 
ands  after  six  to  ten  years  only  yield  poor  crops,  and  deep 
p oughmg  or  rotation  of  crops  is  not  made  use  of,  alfalfa  can  be 
sown  m between  the  last  crop,  and  the  following  year  will  vield 
a little,  and  the  next  year  good  crops. 

rApl'hlS  alfalfa is  g™'™  for  forage  purposes,  and  largely  used  for 
tw  at!™als  and  fattening  them  up  for  market— a business 

^ 1 fi  «n5\dly  takmS  a romarkable  development.  Like  wheat  and 
fiMM)  0 2 


Total  ex- 
pense under 
3 1.  per  four 
acres. 

Average  crop 
1,100  lbs. 

Alfalfa 

(Lucerne) 

cultivation  of. 

Experimental 

exportation 

to  England. 

Alfalfa— 

European 

Lucerne. 

Its  nature. 

Its  success 
defends  on 
substratum  of 
soil. 

Four  to  five 
crops  a year. 
Grown  for 
forage  for 
fattening 
animals. 
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39,200  tons 
exported  in 
1892. 

Alfalfa  a 
large  future 
export. 


Comparison  of 
cost  of  hay  in 
England  and 
alfalfa  here. 


Rent  paid  for 
alfalfa 
pasture  for 
animals. 
Number  of 
animals  per 
“square  ” 

(4  acres). 


Estimate  of 
cost  of  laying 
down  alfalfa 
U 18s.  4 d. 
per  four  acres. 


Much  cheaper 
if  6own  be- 
tween wheat. 


maize  it  is  a large  article  of  consumption.  Considerable  quantities 
are  exported  to  Brazil  for  feeding  cattle  there.  The  province  of 
Cordova  is  often  called  the  alfalfa  region  ; the  lands  round  Bio 
Cuarto  are  particularly  suited  to  its  growth,  but  it  flourishes 
almost  everywhere.  One  reason  of  its  rapid  increase  of  cultivation 
in  late  years  is  undoubtedly  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  railways 
for  its  transport  to  ports  for  exportation.  In  1892,  39,200  tons 
were  exported,  which  is  probably  but  a small  beginning  of  a large 
branch  of  trade. 

Alfalfa  grown  as  a forage  has  a great  future,  and,  if  properly 
managed,  may  become  a most  important  and  valuable  export  of  the 
Argentine  Bepublic.  At  present  it  is  mostly  consumed  in  the 
country,  either  fresh  as  pasture  for  cattle  or  in  a dried  form  as 
hay.  But  a few  years  hence  there  might  well  be  a large  export 
trade  of  it  as  forage  to  Europe.  Hay,  best  quality,  in  Liverpool 
costs  4/.  to  5/. ; here  alfalfa  is  worth  from  15  dol.  m/1  to  45  dol.  m/1 
(11.  to  SI.  with  gold  at  200  per  cent,  premium).  The  average  is 
30  dol.,  or  21.,  which  shows  the  possible  profits,  without  allowing 
for  the  value  of  the  pasturage  for  seven  months  of  the  year. 

In  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  alfalfa  is  largely  depastured,  and 
from  80  c.  to  1 dol.  m/1  (Is.  to  Is.  4rf.)  per  head  of  cattle  per  month 
is  paid  for  it  in  summer,  and  2 dol.  m/1  (2s.  8 cl.)  in  winter.  One 
“ square  ” (4  acres)  of  good  alfalfa  is  considered  to  carry  two 
animals  in  winter  and  four  in  summer,  but  these  numbers  may  be 
largely  increased  after  heavy  rain.  As  many  as  14  animals  per 
square  (4  acres)  have  occasionally  been  found  necessary  to  keep 
down  the  growth  of  alfalfa  during  a summer  month.  Irrigated 

o O O 

alfalfa,  such  as  is  grown  in  the  province  of  Mendoza,  is  said  to  give 
8 cwts.  per  annum. 

An  estimate,  from  a practical  grower  of  alfalfa,  of  the  cost  of 
laying  down  alfalfa  per  ‘c  square  ” (4  acres)  is  now  given  : — 


Number. 

Description. 

Value. 

1 

Breaking  up  soil  ..  ..  ..  . . 

Dol.  c. 
5 0 

2 

1 Cross  ploughing 

4 50 

3 

j Harrowing  . . . . . . . . . . 

0 50 

4 

j Sowing  . . . . . . .. 

0 25 

5 

1 Covering  in  the  seed  . . . . . . . . 

0 50 

6 

I Rolling  . . . . . . . . . . . . 

0 75 

7 

25  kilos  of  seed  at  70c.  m/1  . . . . . . 

17  25 

Total 

28  75 

With  gold  at  200  per  cent,  premium  . . £1  18s.  4 d. 


But  if  alfalfa  is  laid  down  with  wheat,  it  can  be  put  in  much 
more  cheaply,  being  sown  with  the  colonists’  last  crop  of  wheat  at 
a cost  of  only  items  4,  5,  6,  and  7 in  the  above  estimate,  or  of 
18  dol.  75  c.  only  (1/.  5s.). 

The  cost  of  cutting  and  baling  alfalfa  hay  and  placing  it  in 
wagons  at  a railway  station  7 miles  distant  may  under  ordinary 
conditions  be  estimated  at  13  dol.  m 1 (17s.  4<L)  per  ton. 
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The  expenses  would  stand  thus  (for  37  “ squares 
of  alfalfa) 


Labour  baling  ..  ..  •«  ..  .. 

Ditto  cutting  and  carting  7 miles. . . . 

Interest  and  depreciation,  20  per  cent,  on  necessary 
machinery,  &c..  of  a value  of  7,000  dol.,  divided 
by  55  tons  or  3 cwts.  of  5 tons  each. . 


= 148  acres  Expenses  of 

harvesting, 


Per  ton. 
Dol.  c. 
7 0 

6 0 


&c.,  alfalfa, 

1 5 dols.  25  o. 
(1/.  Os.  8 d.) 
per  ton. 


25 


Total  ,,  . , ..  ••  ..  •«  15  25 

With  gold  at  200  per  cent,  premium  . . . . £1  Os.  8 d. 


After  laying  down  the  alfalfa  the  profits  would,  therefore,  be  the  Profits  con- 
difference  between  15  dol.  25  c.  (1/.  Os.  8t7)  and  the  market  price  ^ut 
of  alfalfa,  which  perhaps  averages  21.  5s;  and,  farther,  the  profits  per  ton. 
of  letting  out  pasture  to  animals.  No  item  is  here  mentioned  for 
rent  or  management.  The  value  of  land  suited  to  alfalfa  varies  Suitable  land 
from  15  dol.  (17)  to  100  dol.  (6/.  14s.)  per  “square”  of  4 acres ; 15*'  per  aure* 
the  average  would  be  45  dol.  (37),  and  the  rent  may  be  estimated 
at  10  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  land. 

The  profits  vary  largely  according  to  the  price  of  alfalfa,  which  Profits  vary 
has  been  sold  for  50  dol.  a ton  (3/.  6s.),  but  the  average  is  21.  largel7' 
upwards. 

The  area  of  alfalfa  in  1891  has  been  given  as  1,495,000,  and  is  ^ea  of 
now  probably  3,000,000  acres.  a a a* 

There  are  two  chief  kinds  of  maize  (white  and  yellow)  grown  Mal?e>  . 
here.  It  is  an  easy  crop,  and  little  labour  is  required  for  its  culti-  ou  tlTafcl0n  0 • 
vation.  The  crops  are  not  often  lost  except  by  drought  and  Posses  due  to 
locusts,  which  latter,  especially  in  late  years,  have  been  most  an 

destructive  to  the  maize  fields  during  January,  February,  and 
March.  Maize  is  largely  consumed  all  over  the  Eepublic.  Large 
general  losses  to  the  crop  are  principally  from  drought,  but 
partial  local  losses  are  usually  from  locusts.  The  chief  use  of 
maize  is  perhaps  for  distilling  purposes  ; horses  are  largely  fed  on 
it,  and  a fair  amount  is  exported,  especially  in  good  years.  Con-  Consumption 
sumption  of  maize  about  1,500,000  tons.  Nearly  all  animals  are  ®f5^l^aboilfc 
partly  fed  on  it.  A large  quantity  is  used  for  distilling  alcohol,  of  tons.  ’ 
which  local  factories  consumed  some  80,000  tons  in  1891  for  this  Maize  largely 
purpose.  The  estimated  consumption  of  maize  in  the  Eepublic  is  used  for 
about  1,500,000  tons,  of  which  800,000  tons  to  900,000  tons  were  dlstllling* 
consumed  in  the  city  and  province  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

The  provinces  bordering  on  the  Parana  Eiver  and  on  the 
estuary  of  the  Eiver  Plate,  namely,  Santa  Fe,  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
Entre  Eios,  contribute  most  to  export.  As  a rule,  maize  is  not  ExP°rted 
exported  from  places  further  than  200  kiloms.  (120  miles)  from  a maize* 
port. 

This  year  the  crop  failed  in  the  above  places  from  locusts  and 
drought,  but  is  still  considerable  on  the  Western  Bailway  {see  page  crop‘ 
on  railways),  and  to  some  extent  in  the  Southern  Bail  way 
districts. 

The  prices  of  lands  were  exceedingly  low  in  gold  in  1891  and  Prices  of  land 
1892  ; now  they  are  dearer,  but  are  still  fairly  cheap.  The  fall  in  ln 

the  value  of  land  after  the  crisis  of  1 890  was  extraordinary.  The  1892. 
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Argentine  Republic  will  probably  never  again  obtain  European 
capital  as  easily  as  in  the  last  ten  years;  lenders,  taught  by 
experience,  will  be  more  careful,  and  a financial  crisis  as  disastrous 
as  the  last  is  not  likely  to  occur  again.  It  is  said  that  the  average 
value  of  ploughed  land,  including  animals,  machines,  utensils,  and 
rough  buildings,  is  only  18/.  per  hectare  (2^  acres)  on  good  wheat- 
growing lands,  well  supplied  with  modem  appliances.  In  France 
the  value  of  the  land  alone  per  hectare  (2-|  acres)  seems  to  be  about 
80/.  The  eolonist  has  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  land  to  suit  his 
pocket  Good  land  for  wheat  can  be  had  from  1,200  dol.  to 
2,000  *dol.  paper  (75/.  to  125/.)'  per  concession  of  20  “ squares  ” 
(about  80’  acres)  in  the  province  of  Santa  Fe.  This  can  be  paid 
for  in  four  to  six  years  in  instalments,  the  money  still  due  on  the 
purchase  bearing  12  per  cent,  interest,  or  rented  by  paying  rent 
with  a fixed,  percentage  of  the  crops  or  with  a fixed  money 
rental  but  it.  is  difficult  to  protect  buyers  on  this,  instalment 
system,  as  they  have  only  a claim  on  the  seller,,  and  no  lien  on 
the  land. 

Most  immigrants  are  poor,  and  the  conditions  of  land  purchase 
are  adapted  to  their  requirements.  Nearly  all  are  desirous  of 
becoming  owners  of  the  land,  especially  the  northern  races.  Few 
seem  to  care  to  farm  on  halves,  though  often  advantageous.  This 
is  the  usual  system  followed  The  land  is  sold  to  the  immigrant 
for  a fixed  price,  payable  in  instalments  during  a certain  number 
of  years,  usually  a certain  sum  cash,  and  the  rest  on  easy  terms 
with  interest  at.  5 per  cent.  When  the  whole  price  is  paid,  the 
title  deeds  are  handed  to  the  purchaser.  It  is  here  that  buyers  of 
land  have  often  been  cheated,  the  owner  of  the  land  being  unable 
to  hand  over  those  titles,  on  the  completion  of  the  purchase,,  because 
of  some  mortgage  previously  effected  on  it,  which  had  never  been 
mentioned  to  the  buyer.  And  this  is  only  discovered  by  the 
immigrant  after  years  of  hard  labour,  and  when  the  property  is 
really  his  own,  the  mortgagees  naturally  refusing  to  hand  over  the 
land  until  the  former  owner’s  mortgage  is  discharged.  Every 
buyer  of  land  in  this  Republic  should,  therefore,  be  particularly 
careful  to  verify  the  seller’s  title  to  the  land  he  contemplates 
buying,  and,  if  possible,  buy  the  land  outright.  Immigrants  should 
only  trust  well-known  companies  and  persons  of  undoubted 
honesty. 

Another  requisite  for  poor  immigrants  on  taking  up  land  is 
loans  or  advances  of  provisions,  tools,  oxen,  and  shelter  until  such 
time  as  they  can  repay  by  the  produce  of  the  crops.  These  are 
often  entrusted  to  the  immigrant.  With  an  honest  landlord  and 
an  honest  immigrant,  it  is  most  advantageous  to  both  parties ; and 
the  latter  pays  off  such  loans  gradually  by  the  sale  of  the  crops. 
This  system  enables  him  to  exist  till  the  first  harvest.  The  easy 
terms  of  payment  for  his  land,  at  long  intervals  (often  3 to  7 years), 
also  give  him,  if  he  is  unlucky  enough  to  have  several  bad  seasons, 
time  to  collect  the  money.  If  they  are  good  seasons,  he  soon  pays 
off  tlie  balance  and  becomes  owner  of  the  land,  and  it  is  to  his 
interest  to  become  so.  as  soon  as  possible.  In  granting  easy  terms 
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of  repayment,  the  landlord  does  not  risk  much,  for,  should  the  Landlords’ 
Settler  not  pay,  he  has  always  the  improved  value  of  the  land,  the  nsk  not  sreat* 
crops,  huts,  &c.,  as  a repayment  for  his  outlay.  To  an  immigrant  Supply  of 
buying  land,  merchants  will  supply  machines  and  implements  to 'merchants " ^ 
be  paid  for  in  yearly  or  half-yearly  instalments.  The  local  Actual  food, 
grocery  and  general  “store”  (“almacen”)  will  furnish  supplies 
and  provisions  on  credit.  The  hut  which  he  requires  is  easily 
built,  at  a very  small  cost.  Four  to  six  oxen,  a cow,  and  two* Cost -of  re- 
horses must  be  paid  for  cash,  but  would  only  cost  350  to  400  dob  (pnsite  oxen> 
(24/.  to  29/.  to-day).  And  these  can  be  got  at  any  moment.  In  c°"’  10rses‘ 
the  province  of  Santa  Fe  alone  200,000  to  250,000  hectares  Over  500,000 
(500,000  to  625,000  acres)  have  been  estimated  to  be  offered  for  J^eVannu* 
sale  yearly,  and  similar  amounts  elsewhere.  In  1891  it  has  been  ally  in  the  pro- 
stated  that  over  one  million  hectares  (2f  million  acres)  were  vince  of  Santa 
offered  for  sale. 

Deficient  crops  of  cereals  are  sometimes,  due,  not  to  bad  Variations  of 
seasons  and  short  crops,  but  to  absolute  want  of  means  for  storing  ^ops : causes 
them.  For  instance,  there  are  often  no  granaries  and  sometimes  ^ 
not  even  tarpaulins  or  coverings  to  shelter  the  piled-up  gram,  no  shelter  for 
while  awaiting  threshing  or  transport.  Good  machinery  and  grain, 
tools  are  often  wanting.  Another  cause  is  not  having  sufficient  Want  @f  good 
animals  to  complete  the  agricultural  field  work.  Persons  engaged  tools- 
purely  in  agriculture  keep  as  few  animals  as  possible ; those  who 
combine  cat  tie -farming  and  agriculture  do  not  experience  this 
difficulty,  and  have  a distinct  advantage  in  this  respect  in  harvest 
time.  Too  great  an  area  of  cereals  again  is  sometimes  sown  by  Too  great  an 
beginners,  who  do  not  realise  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  area  SGwn  Lv 
the  necessary  labour  to  harvest  the  crop  ; part  of  it  is  lost,  and  the  beSmneis- 
ground  impoverished  to  no  purpose.  This  mistake  is  avoided  by 
old  hands,  who  take  more  care,  and  occasionally  let  the  land  lie 
fallow  or  vary  the  crops.  Such  mistakes,  though  not  felt  in  good 
years,  naturally  tell  in  bad  ones. 

Drought  and  locusts  are  frequent  causes  of  losses.  Locusts  are  Brought  and 
especially  harmful  to  maize.  locusts. 

The  greater  part  of  labour  for  agriculture  is  foreign,  and  Agricultural 
supplied  by  immigration.  Few  real  natives  take  to  it ; and  the  aiHorefT^ 
so-called  Argentines  who  do  will  be  found  to  be  almost  entirely  ^ativc  laboui. 
the  descendants  of  former  immigrants.  The  native  keeps  almost 
entirely  to  the  old  established  stock-raising  and  its  requirements, 
and  leaves  agriculture  to  foreigners.  From  1858  to  1893  some  Proportion  of 

1.331.000  immigrants  have  landed  in  this  country  (see  my  Report  1 1 f. J js 

on  Immigration,  No.  216,  Miscellaneous  Series).  In  late  years  a grants. lmn1'1 
large  proportion  of  these  have  been  agriculturists.  The  immigra- 
tion returns  of  the  years  1876-90  give  583,000  $s  agriculturists 

out  of  a total  of  959,000  immigrants.  Probably  800,000  to  800,000 

900.000  out  of  all  the  agriculturists  in  the  Republic  are  foreigners, 

or  their  direct  descendants.  The  excess  of  emigration  over  ]lere> 
immigration  in  1891  was  serious  to  the  development  of  agri- .1891  excess pf 
culture;  and  1892  has  hardly  been  much  more  satisfactory.  At  cmiS^atlof1 
the  end  of  1892  and  beginning  of  1&93  there  was  a considerable  g^nion.1™' 
increase  of  immigration,  due  chiefly  to  Italians  arriving  here  1893  immi- 
gration. 
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temporarily  only  for  the  wheat  season,  returning  now  (Aprils 
1893)  to  Italy  for  the  wheat  season  there. 

Aversion  Among  the  native  town  population  there  is  a great  aversion 

amongst  to  country  life  and  pursuits ; few  take  up  agriculture.  Of  the 

Argentines  to  v a j it  o 

rural  labour.  73,000  immigrants  in  1891,  perhaps  70  per  cent,  were  agricul- 
turists, attracted  by  the  low  value  of  lands  and  the  high  prices 
Italian  fetched  by  wheat  in  Europe,  who  were  chiefly  Italians  and  knew 
agriculturists.  j.jie  profits  to  be  made  from  friends  or  relations  long  established 
in  this  country.  Life  in  the  Argentine  Republic,  in  the  rural 
British  labour  districts,  suits  the  Latin  races,  the  Italian  particularly,  but  not 
tbctor^liere'  ^ie  Englishman.  The  latter  should  be  discouraged  from  emigrating 
to  this  country  for  agricultural  purposes  unless  with  a small 
capital,  and  then  only  under  exceptional  circumstances.  Expe- 
His  bad  repu-  rience  has  shown  he  does  not  adapt  himself  to  this  country’s 
requirements  as  a labourer,  and  has  an  unenviable  reputation  as 
a lazy,  drunken,  and  most  unsatisfactory  workman  in  every  kind 
of  lower  class  employment.  ( See  Report  No.  1147,  od  General 
Condition  of  Argentine  Republic  in  1892.)  Englishmen  of  the 
middle  classes  do  better. 

More  labour  That  labour  is  in  great  demand  for  agriculture  .is  shown  by  the 
de^do^ment  estimate(l  increase  of  cultivation  from  1891  to  1892  wheat  seasons 
of  agriculture,  of  half  a million  hectares  (1,225,000  acres)  in  the  four  chief 
agricultural  provinces.  And  there  is  no  doubt  that,  were  labour 
in  some  agricultural  districts  more  plentiful,  agriculture  would 
develop  still  more  rapidly.  Almost  any  foreigner,  except  the 
Englishman,  is  what  this  country  requires  in  its  labour  supply. 
The  Italian  does  and  should  always  supply  the  bulk  of  labour  in 
the  Argentine  Republic.  New  foreign  immigrants,  as  a rule, 
cannot  compete  with  Italian  arrivals ; this  is  due  to  their  being- 
unable  to  adapt  themselves  as  quickly  to  the  ways  of  the  country 
as  the  latter  can.  They  are  also  not  nearly  as  economical,  and  do 
not  earn  as  much  money  at  first.  But  as  most  foreign  immigrants 
— especially  German  and  Swiss — are  superior  to  the  Italians  in 
practical  knowledge  and  education,  in  the  course  of  time  they 
are  able  to  do  better  and  to  lead  a more  comfortable  existence 
than  the  Italian  generally  does.  Nevertheless  every  foreigner 
cannot  do  better  than  take  the  Italian  labourer  for  his  model  when 
beginning  his  life  out  here ; and  might,  with  advantage,  copy  the 
Italian’s  system  of  sometimes  working  on  halves. 

It  is  harder  for  a perfectly  destitute  arrival  to  get  on  alone,  as 
he  has  often,  from  want  of  means,  to  work  in  the  most  primitive 
fashion  and  without  many  necessary  tools ; whereas  by  joining 
another  man,  already  starting,  who  requires  more  labour,  he  might 
obtain  the  use  of  his  better  tools,  &c.,  and  both  might  mutually 
benefit. 

Dr.  Friedrich  Wagner,  formerly  Director  of  Statistics  of 
on^erman0118  Province  °f  Santa  Ee,  favours  the  starting  of  a German 
colonisation.  Colonisation  Company,  which  should  buy  agricultural  lands  at 
Argentine Ke- *Eeir  present  comparatively  low  prices.  But  he  says  such  a 
public  only  to  scheme  should  be  managed  only  by  persons  who  have  had  practical 
be  reeom*  experience  of  the  Argentine  Railway  and  who  have  studied  the 
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conditions  of  this  country  on  the  spot.  He  prophesies  that  the  mended  for 
Argentine  Bepublic  will  in  time  be  one  of  the  greatest  agricultural  j^lcf^uri8ts 
producing  countries  of  the  world ; and  adds  that  it  is  only  for  others, 
agriculturists  and  a few  artisans  to  whom  he  can  at  present 
recommend  this  country.  “ Germans  are  not  the  most  numerous 
in  the  colonies  but  often  the  most  enterprising,  they  are  all  doing 
well,  and  many  are  capitalists,  as  in  their  colonies  of  Esperanza, 

Humbold,  San  Carlos.* 

Although  the  results  of  the  harvest  of  1891-92  were  very  Wheat 
satisfactory  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  it  is  only  farmers  who  can 
look  back  upon  it  with  some  satisfaction.  To  exporters  and  dealers 
that  season  was  one  of  disappointment.  The  price  of  grain,  which  Prices  of 
at  the  commencement  of  the  season  was  very  high,  12  dol.  35  c.  wlieat- 
m/1  (13^.  at  gold  rate  of  month)  in  January,  fell  to  8 dol.  20  c. 
m/1  (11s.)  in  June,  and  to  lower  still  later,  owing  to  the  unusually 
large  supplies  in  Europe  from  the  United  States.  But  speculations  Speculations 
here  in  freights  were  most  disastrous  to  the  merchant.  Freights  J^gJrou^to 
varied  from  about  an  average  of  28s.  at  the  beginning  of  the  merchants, 
season  to  21s.  at  the  end.  But  even  35s.  was  paid. 

The  estimated  total  produce  for  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  was  1891  and  1892 

625.000  tons  against  526,000  tons  in  1890-91.  Of  this  the  port  wh,eat  yle'd 
or  Kosano  exported  m 1892  2 o 2, 000  tons  as  compared  with 

144.000  tons  in  1891.  Some  50,000  tons  were  shipped  from  other 
ports  of  the  province,  and  perhaps  13,000  tons  converted  to  flour 
exported,  making  in  all  an  exportation  of  over  300,000  tons  from 
that  province  alone. 

There  were  55  flour  mills  in  that  province,  whose  total  capacity  Flour-pro- 
is  said  to  be  about  650.000  kilos.  (650  tons)  of  flour  a day  ; in  other  ^C1“|  g5Pa‘ 
words,  the  present-existing  mills  could  consume  263,000  tons  of  mills  in  Santa 
wheat  a year,  and  turn  out  about  200,000  tons  of  flour  in  300  Fe. 
working  days  in  the  year.  200,000  tons  aje  believed  to  have  been  Flour  product 
converted  to  flour  in  1892.  The  amount  of  wheat  used  for  seed  200,000  tons 
in  1892  has  been  estimated  at  50,000  tons,  as  against  37,000  tons  m 8'2, 
in  1891.  The  result  can  be  tabulated  thus,  according  to  some 
authorities : — 


Table  of  Wheat  Crop  in  the  Province  of  Santa  Fe  during  the 
Years  1891-92. 


Quantity. 

Tons. 


Exported  ..  ..  ..  ..  . » 

Used  for  seed  1892  = 50,000  .. 

Less  used  in  1891  = 37,000  . . . . . . 

Converted  to  flour . . . . . . . . . « 

Transported  by  rail  or  water,  local  consumption 
Stock  still  in  province  . . . . . • 


340.000 

13.000 

200.000 

60.000 
12,000 


Analysis  of 
1891-92 
wheat  crop,, 
province  of. 
Santa  Fe. 


Estimated  total  yield 


625,000 


In  1891  the  Provincial  Government  of  Santa  Fe  placed  a tax  Government 
of  10  c.  paper  on  every  100  kilos,  of  wheat  and  linseed,  to  which  $£*891*™!? 

* For  details  of  the  system  of  Jewish  colonisation  by  Baron  Hirsch  see  Report 
No,  1147,  Annual  Series. 
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there  was  a strenuous  and  organised  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
colonists.  It  was  made  especially  obnoxious  from  the  fact  of  the 
tax  being  eventually  farmed  out  (see  my  Report  No.  1147,  Annual 
Series  1892).  The  law  imposing  this  tax  is  worded  thus : — 

“ Article  1. — Any  transaction  in  wheat  and  linseed  effected  in 
the  province  shall  pay  only  once  a tax  of  10  c.  (If d.  to-day)  for 
every  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  of  wheat,  and  the  same  for  every 
100  kilos,  of  linseed.” 

“ Article  2. — Any  concealment  or  inexact  declaration  made 
with  the  object  of  evading  payment,  mil  be  punished,  by  a fine 
equal  to  double  the  value  of  tire  tax.” 

In  1891  it  was  estimated  that  this  tax  would  produce 
l,500r000  dol.  (94,u09/.) ; but  the  right  to  colleet  was  eventually 
sold  for  300,000  dol.  (19,OOW).  The  wording  of  the  law  is  vague, 
and  questions  continually  arise  in  its  collection.  Up  to  10  per 
cent,  of  a farmer’s  produce  is  exempt  from  the  tax,  that  percentage 
being  allowed  free  for  seed. 

There  is  a similar  tax  on  wheat  in  the  province  of  Entre  Rios. 

The  United  States  system  of  selling  grain,  subject  to  “ inspec- 
tion,”' for  recognised  “ grades  ” of  quality,  has  gradually  come  into 
use.  A considerable  portion  of  the  crop  is  now  sold  on  these 
conditions,  not  only  by  dealers  to  shippers  locally,  but  also  by 
shippers  to  their  European  customers.  This  is  a most  desirable 
course  in  a country  where  there  are  no  local  markets  for  the 
guidance  of  farmers.  It  is,  moreover,  an  excellent  check  on  bad 
shipments,  and  has  had  considerable  effect  in  raising  the  reputa- 
tion of  Argentine  wheat  in  Europe. 

Good  seasons  are,  of  course,  the  most  important ; but  the  im- 
proved appliances  for  harvesting,  storing,  and  shipping  wheat  have 
all  helped  considerably.  The  wheat  crops  of  1891  and  1892  sold 
in  Europe  about  on  a par  with  the  American  “ Red  Winter,”  in 
consequence  mainly  of  the  dry  weather  experienced  during  the 
season.  In  former  years  it  was  sold  at  a much  lower  price. 
The  quality  of  Argentine  wheat  has  improved  so  much  in  the 
three  last  seasons  that  it  now  holds  a high  place  in  European 
markets. 

Farmers  have  now  far  better  machinery,  tools,  &c.,  than 
formerly.  The  grain  elevators  at  Rosario,  erected  by  the  English 
Railway  Companies,  have  been  worked  with  excellent  results  for 
the  better  preparation  of  wheat  for  shipment. 


The  Year  1893. 


With  regard  to  the  exJtent.of  agriculture  in  1893,  it  will  he 
interesting  to  see  first  what  official  data,  as  given  in  the  messages 
of  the  Governors  of  the  different  provinces  to  their  respective 
Congresses  on  opening  their  Sessions  this  year,  state  on  this 
subject. 

There  are  310  colonies  in  the  province  of  Santa  Fe,  of  which 
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only  185  sent  in  returns.  The  increase  in  cultivated  area  has  Santa  Fe  in 
been  770,000  acres,  from  2,120,000  acres  in  1892  to  2,890,000  1893, 
acres  in  1893.  The  increase  in  crops  has  been  as  follows : — 

Beturn  of  Crops,  1892  and  1893,  in  Tons  in  185  Colonies 

only,  excluding  12.5.  compared* 


Article. 

1892. 

1893. 

Increase. 

Wheat  ... 

Maize 

Linseed 

Tons. 

495,900 

46,500 

36,200 

Tons. 

534,100 

59,700 

48,300 

Tons. 
+ 38,200 
13,200 
12,100 

Total 

578,600 

642,100 

63,500 

Wheat,  other,  in  125 
other  colonies. 

} - 

160,000 

198,000 

Here  the  returns  for  125  colonies  do  not  figure.  The  increase 
of  tillage  in  1892  was  equal  to  the  aggregate  increase  of  the  three 
preceding  years.  Nine  new  colonies  have  been  created  this  year. 

The  immigration  to  this  province  through  Government  agents 
has  increased  from  6,500  in  1891  to  9,800  in  1892,  which,  however, 
is  only  a small  proportion  of  the  new  arrivals. 

In  this  province  there  are  59  colonies ; and  the  estimated  Province  of  ] 
production,  after  deducting  15  per  cent,  for  loss  from  locusts  and  ^^omm 
other  causes,  is  : — 


Description. 

♦ 

Quantity. 

Quintals. 

Tons. 

Wheat  ...  .. 

3,000,000 

= 300,000 

Maize  ,. 

200,000 

20,000 

Linseed 

110,000 

11,000 

This  year,  1893,  222,580  hectares  (556,450  acres)  are  cultivated 
in  the  colonies,  which  equals  64,300  hectares  (160,750  acres)  more 
than  in  1892.  The  crops  of  1892  were  double  those  of  1891  ; 
the  number  of  agricultural  machines  has  greatly  increased. 

The  total  inhabitants  in  1893  was  815,790.  Area  cultivated  Province  of 
is  1,618,500  hectares  (4,036,250  acres),  an  increase  of  333,400  Buenos  Ayres 
hectares  over  last  year,  or  20  per  cent.  Wheat  covers  800,000  ln  1893, 
hectares  (2,000,000  a jres),  which  produced  13,000,000  hectolitres 
of  wheat. 

During  1892,  22  new  colonies  were  founded,  which  increased  Province  of 
their  number  to  163.,,  occupying  752,400  hectares  (1,881,000  acres) 
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Criticisms  on 
above 
messages 
exaggerated. 

Wheat 


of  land,  an  increase  of  79,000  (197,500  acres)  over  1891.  The 
exportation  of  agricultural  products  in  1892  was  45,000  tons  ; this 
year  there  will  probably  be  exported  105,000  tons  in  spite  of 
losses  by  locusts  and  frosts. 

One  must  consider  that  the  above  statements  of  the  four  chief 
agricultural  provinces,  except  for  Santa  Fe,  are  somewhat  exagge- 
rated ; but  to  arrive  at  the  true  state  of  agriculture  is  impossible. 
The  port  of  Rosario  alone  exported  253,000  tons  in  1892,  and 
shipped  from  in  only  the  first  three  months  of  1893,  226,255  tons.  The  Santa 
Rosario  in  Pe  wheat  crop  of  1893  is  the  largest  on  record.  About  500,000 

1893*  tons  have  already  been  shipped  up  to  the  end  of  May.  and  it  is 

stated  that  there  is  still  some  250,000  tons  on  hand.  This  is 
independent  of  the  large  amount  converted  to  flour.  Some  part 
of  the  1891-92  crop  was  left  over  in  store  when  the  new  crop 
came  on ; and  the  same  will  probably  happen  this  year,  as  the 
colonists  are  rich,  and  can  afford  and  intend  to  wait  for  better 
prices.  But  a large  quantity  of  produce  also  finds  its  way  by  rail 
to  Buenos  Ayres  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  correctly. 


Wheat  in 
893. 

System  of 
commerce  in 
“cereals.” 


Great 
facilities  of 
the  province 
of  Santa  Fe 
for  shipping 
■wheat. 


Transition  in 
the  trade. 


Handling  of 
wheat. 


Want  of 
storage  room. 
W ant  of  rail- 
way wagons 
to  transport 
grain. 


Wheat  in  1893. 

The  large  export  houses  of  Buenos  Ayres  have  their  agents  in  the 
province,  who  again  have  their  agents  and  buy  ers  wTho  travel  about  to 
buy  crops.  The  colonists  have  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  disposing 
of  their  crops  on  the  spot  if  the  price  offered  suits  them.  At  Rosario, 
the  chief  port  of  that  province,  there  are  4 large  grain  elevators, 
which  can  load  ships  at  the  rate  of  some  50,000  bags  a day.  Tney 
are  built  on  the  American  plan  and  w'ork  well.  The  facilities  of 
communication  are  great  from  the  interior  to  the  port  of  Rosario 
and  other  minor  ports,  of  which  there  are  others  in  the  province 
of  Santa  Fe.  These  are  afforded  by  2,827  kiloms.  of  railways,  and  by 
the  River  Parana  along  the  whole  eastern  frontier  of  this  province. 
Another  1,000  kiloms.  are  now  under  construction. 

The  wheat  trade  is  now  undergoing  a transition  from  the 
earlier  stages  when  merchants  sent  out  their  buyers  to  contract  for 
wheat,  and  advanced  funds  to  the  colonists  to  deliver  their  grain  at 
the  railway  station.  Now  middlemen  or  dealers,  in  many  cases, 
contract  with  shippers  for  parcels  of  grain  at  port  of  shipments. 
The  handling  of  grain  in  the  Argentine  Republic  is  not,  by  a long 
way,  as  perfect  as  in  the  United  States.  Although  great  improve- 
ments are  being  made  it  may  happen  that,  at  any  time  during  the 
shipping  season,  a continued  spell  of  wet  weather  will  injure  large 
quantities  of  grain,  because  of  want  of  sufficient  storage  room  in 
the  country  districts.  Another  cause,  on  some  railways,  is  want 
of  rolling  stock  to  transport  all  the  grain.  Bags  of  grain  may  often  be 
seen  piled  up  on  the  open  ground  and  insufficiently  protected  from 
the  weather. 


Estimate  of  Export  of  Wheat  in  1893. 

Estimate  of  To  arrive  at  a correct  estimate  of  this  year’s  surplus  of  wheat 

export  of  for  exp0rt  js  difficult.  According  to  Argentine  official  returns,, 
wheat  in  18f3#  r on 
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there  is  a large  increase,  nearly  30  per  cent.,  in  the  export  of  1893 
over  1892,  as  regards  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  These  statistics 
give  the  total  export  of  wheat  in  1891  at  395,000  tons,  and  in 
1892  at  470,000  tons. 

Some  estimates  give  the  probable  export  for  the  present  year  at  Various 

820.000  tons,  which,  at  an  average  price  of  17  dol.  50  c.  m/1  (10s.)  estimates- 
per  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.),  gives  a value  of  about  4,000,000/.  with 

gold  at  200  per  cent,  premium. 

The  returns  of  wheat  shipped  from  the  port  of  Rosario  alone 
■during  the  year  1893  up  to  the  end  of  May  show  an  export  of 

355.000  tons. 

After  carefully  considering  all  the  sources  of  information  at  my 
disposal,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  probable  amount  of  wheat  export- 
able in  1893  will  not  be  far  short  of  1,040,000  tons,  or  double  that 
of  last  season. 

The  shipments  of  wheat,  according  to  the  chief  provinces,  is  Probable  crop 
shown  in  the  following  statement  of  the  estimated  wheat  crop  of  ^^ooo 
1893,  put  at  low  figures  especially  for  amount  left  over  for  export  toes;’ and 

in  the  country  : — export 

1,040,000. 


Tons. 

Exported  from  provinces  of  Santa  Fe  and  Cordova  . . 500,000 

Exported  from  province  of  Buenos  ‘ jres  . . . . 200,000 

Exported  from  province  of  Entre  Rios  . . . . 80,000 


Up  to  May  31 . Total  actually  exported  . . . . 780.000 

One-third  still  to  export. . . . . . . . . . 260,000 


Total  available  for  export  . . . . 

Local  consumption,  export  of  flour,  losses,  and  othei 
provinces  . . . . . . . . . . . 


1,040,000 

710,000 


1893.  Probable  yield  of  total  crop  . . 


1,750,000 


Of  course  some  of  the  1891-92  crops  remained  over,  and  some  of  Some  of  the 
this  crop  will  certainly  be  held  over  to  next  year  if  the  prices  of  wheat  c™k  ma?  be 
in  Europe  do  not  improve,  as  the  colonists  are  rich  and  can  afford  to  prices  low. 
wait.  The  average  yield  of  this  extraordinarily  plentiful  crop  may 
be  put  at  800  kilos,  per  hectare  (2-J  acres),  so  that  a total  crop  of 

1,750,000  tons  implies  an  area  of  wheat  of  about  2,200,000  hectares  Wheat  area# 
■or  5,500,000  acres,  which  seems  to  be  about  correct.  This  5^500  qqo 
means  an  increase  in  area  over  1891  of  83  per  cent.,  which  also  acres.’ 
tallies  with  some  estimates  obtained.  In  many  parts  the  average 
yield  of  grain  per  hectare  for  wheat  has  been  1,200  kilos,  or  more, 
and  in  some  1,500  kilos.  For  details  as  to  value  of  export  of 
agricultural  produce  in  past  years,  see  Report  No.  1147,  Annual 
Series. 

The  export  surplus  of  maize  in  1889  was  about  960,000  tons,  of  Maize  in  1889 
which  part  was  shipped  in  1890,  but  the  quality  was  very  bad 
owing  to  continued  wet  weather  and  want  of  drying  winds.  The 
crop  was  so  large  that  it  could  not  be  handled,  some  was  not 
gathered  from  the  fields  for  six  months  or  more.  Prices  were  low, 
labour  dear,  and  roads  impassable. 
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The  actual  surplus  export  of  1890  has  been  put  at  350,000  tons 
over  and  above  the  surplus  left  over  from  1889. 

The  1892  crop  was  of  good  quality,  and  580,000  tons  were 
exported. 

The  crop  of  1893  has  been  largely  destroyed  in  the  principal 
districts  by  locusts,  and  will  probably  not  amount  to  a half  of  the 
1892  crop.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  will  remain  over  for  export  to 
Europe  when  the  requirements  of  Brazil  have  been  satisfied.  This 
export  may  perhaps  reach  150,000  tons. 

Railway  traffic  A statement  of  the  traffic  in  agricultural  produce  during  the 

-^cultural  past  year,  1892,  and  during  the  first  quarter  of  1893  will  not  be 
i892Uancln  wanting  in  interest  at  the  present  time.  By  the  courtesy  of  the 
1893.  managers  of  the  railway  companies  in  this  Bepublic  it  has  been 

possible  for  me  to  put  together  the  following  table  : — 


Return  of 
traffic  in 
cereals  on 
railways  in 
1892  and 


1893. 


Beturn  of  Traffic  of  Cereals  and  Alfalfa  Hay  on  chief 
Bailways  of  Bepublic  in  1892-93. 


1892.  March  Quarter  of  1893. 


Name  of  Railway. 

Wheat. 

Maize. 

Alfalfa 

Hay. 

Wheat. 

Maize. 

Alfalfa 

Hay. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Western  

,,  and  Rosario 

,,  and  Pacific  ... 

Great  Southern  

Central  Argentine  

Central  of  Cordova 

South  Santa  Fe  and  Cordova 
Western  of  Santa  Fe...  — 

Other  Railways  

Tons. 

180,879 

91,365 

22,968 

126,644 

190,437 

9.134 

19,115 

100,000 

Tons. 
232,169 
40.438 
21,460 
60,746 
145,216 
? 5,000 
? 900 
£ . 

Returns 

Tons. 
74,664 
16,186 
16,037 
14,619 
38,101 
? 5,000 
546 

9 

not 

Tons. 

119,861 

89,041 

24,906 

63,389 

134,714 

13,475 

18,964 

80,000 

received. 

Tons. 
25,873 
1,648 
U974 
4,421 
6,183 
367 
? 200 

Tons. 

18,410 

3,723 

3,455 

2,986 

7,197 

3,612 

56 

? 

Totals  

1 740,542 

; 505,929 

165,153 

j 544,350 

40,666 

39,439 

Analysis.  Here  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  wheat  carried  in  the  first 

quarter  of  1893  only,  amounted  to  a good  deal  over  two- thirds  of  all 
that  carried  in  the  whole  year  1892,  being  544,000  tons  as  against 
740,000  tons  last  year.  This  helps  to  show  the  extraordinarily 
plentiful  wheat  crop  this  year.  Maize,  on  the  other  hand,  shows  a 
comparatively  small  traffic  compared  with  last  year,  as  the  crop 
has  to  a large  extent  been  lost  by  drought  and  locusts. 

Taking  the  traffic  returns  of  the  Central  Argentine  Bailway  we 
find  that  out  of  a total  traffic  in  wheat  of  190,000  tons  in  1892, 
70  per  cent,  went  to  ports  on  the  Parana  and  were,  therefore, 
probably  exported  to  Europe.  During  the  March  quarter  of  1893, 
95  per  cent,  of  the  134,000  tons  carried  went  to  ports  for  export. 

In  the  above  table  there  are  a number  of  minor  railways  not 
included.  On  some  there  is  no  traffic  in  cereals,  on  others  it  is 
insignificant.  There  are  also,  however,  several  lines  which  have  a 
certain  amount  of  cereals  to  transport,  but  which  could  not  be 
included  above  from  the  returns  not  being  procurable,  divided  up  as 
wheat,  maize,  and  alfalfa.  Much  valuable  information,  however,. 
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has  been  furnished  me  by  many  of  the  railway  managers,  some  of 
which,  however,  do  not  concern  this  present  report. 

A few  notes  now  follow  on  agriculture  according  to  the  chief 
railways. 

This  railway  runs,  with  branches,  north  and  south  in  the  Great  - 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  terminating  in  the  north  at  the  port  of  ^lwa™ 
Buenos  Ayres  and  in  the  south  at  the  port  of  Bahia  Blanca.  A 
large  amount  of  wheat  is  grown  in  its  neighbourhood,  not  so  much 
in  large  areas  as  in  small  scattered  portions.  The  chief  destina- 
tions of  its  traffic  in  agricultural  produce,  especially  wheat  and 
hay,  are  the  ports  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  Bahia  Blanca,  and  largely 
for  export. 

This  Great  Western  Bailway  of  Buenos  Ayres,  generally  Great 
speaking,  serves  the  western  portion  of  the  province  of  Buenos  ? esteruA  of 

i i.  A-  ±>uenos  Ayres. 

Ayres.  It  is  believed  that  this  railway  and  the  Great  Southern 
will  -effect  an  amalgamation  shortly,  which  will  give  them  a 
practical  monopoly  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Last  season 
an  immense  business  was  done  in  maize  for  export,  this  season 
wheat  is  much  more  important.  Since  1890,  when  this  railway 
was  taken  over  from  tire  Argentine  Government,  much  land  has 
been  put  under  cultivation.  The  traffic  in  grain  for  the  last  half 
year  of  1892  was  double  that  for  the  same  period  of  1891.  Agri- 
culture is  rapidly  extending  on  all  sides. 

The  Buenos  Ayres  and  Bosario  Bailway  shows  for  the  first  Buenos  Ayres 
quarter  of  1893  an  almost  equal  traffic  in  wheat  to  the  whole  of  ^^°®ari° 
that  of  last  year.  The  greater  portion  of  the  wheat  is  sent  to 
Bosario  for  export.  Maize,  when  plentiful,  is  shipped  from  the 
various  ports  on  the  Biver  Parana.  This  year  for  maize 
shows  a remarkably  small  traffic.  Special  low  rates  are  granted 
for  wheat  and  maize  between  forwarding  stations  and  ports  of 
embarkation,  averaging  3 dol.  60  c.  m/1  (5s.)  per  ton  per  100  kiloms. 

(60  miles). 

The  Central  Argentine  Bailway  forms  the  northern  boundary  Central 
of  the  present  centre  of  the  wheat  district  and  serves  a most  Argentine 
important  wheat  district,  not  only  in  the  province  of  Santa  Fe  but  Kailway* 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  province  of  Cordova.  Here  also  wheat 
traffic,  for  the  first  three  months  of  this  year,  is  almost  three- 
quarters  of  that  during  the  whole  of  the  past  year.  Its  return  for 
the  past  quarter  is  134,000  tons,  the  largest  of  any  line. 

The  South  Santa  F6  and  Cordova  Bailway  was  opened  in  1891,  South  Santa 
and  lands  are  being  rapidly  colonised.  The  advantages  offered  to  ar^ 
colonists  by  owners  of  land,  and  the  facilities  of  shipping  grain  at c ova  ai 
the  port  of  Constitucion  has  induced  many  colonists  from  older- 
established  colonies  to  move  to  those  being  formed  along  this  line. 

The  Western  Bailway  of  Santa  Fe  was  opened  3 years  ago,  and  Western 
traverses  a region  which  9 years  ago  had  no  agriculture.  It  lies  in  Ee°^ 
the  present  centre  of  the  wheat  district  and  terminates  at  Bosario, 
where  it  has  a good  shipping  port  with  19  feet  of  water  for  large 
steamers,  and  whence  30,000  tons  can  be  shipped  daily.  Up  to 
May  1,  80,000  tons  had  been  exported  from  the  40  colonies  along 
this  line,  which  are  estimated  to  have  produced  200,000  tons 
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altogether  this  year,  1893.  The  annual  increase  of  cultivated  land 
is  30  per  cent,  in  this  district.  On  the  above  date  about 

53.000  tons  more  of  wheat  were  deposited  at  stations,  and  some 

66.000  tons  still  in  the  hands  of  the  colonists. 

Remarks,  It  will  he  noticed  that  the  above  notes  are  confined  to  the 

provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Santa  Fe,  and  Cordova,  which  are  the 
most  important  agricultural  districts.  Returns  of  railway  traffic  in 
cereals  for  the  province  of  Entre  Rios  have,  unfortunately,  not 
reached  me  in  time  to  include  them.  But  these  notes,  though 
incomplete,  will  bear  testimony  to  the  great  strides  that  agriculture 
has  made  in  late  years  in  this  country. 


Price  of  land* 


Province  of 
Santa  Fe. 


Province  of 
Bueno6  Ayres, 
north  and 
south. 


Province  of 
Entre  Rios. 


Cost  of  pre> 
paring  lands 
for  wheat, 
maize,  alfalfa. 


Co6t  of 
harvesting. 


Practical  Information  for  Agriculturists,  1893. 

Good  lands  can  be  rented  at  about  4 s.  a hectare  (2J  acres), 
and  bought  at  21,  106*.  for  the  same  area,  say  1/.  an  acre.  Some 
lands  can  be  rented  for  a given  quantity  of  grain  to  be  delivered 
in  a stated  period. 

The  following  are  the  average  values  of  land  in  the  provinces 
suitable  for  wheat  and  obtained  from  persons  on  the  spot 

In  the  province  of  Sante  Fe  the  average  price  alongside  rail- 
ways is  from  1,000  dol.  to  2,000  uol.  (66/.  14s.  to  133/.  8s.)  per 
20  “ squares  ” (80  acres) ; outside  a 10-mile  radius  from  a railway, 
500  dol.  to  1,000  dol.  (33/.  7s.  to  66/.  14s.)  for  the  same  area ; and 
outside  a 50-mile  radius,  250  dol.  to  500  dol.  (16/.  9s.  to  33/.  7s.), 
The  following  equivalents  in  sterling  are  with  gold  at  200  per 
cent,  premium,  or  15  dol.  to  the  pound. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  the 
average  price  per  “ square  ” (4  acres)  is,  alongside  railways,  20  dol. 
to  40  dol.  (1/.  7s.  to  2/.  14s.)  ; outside  a 10-mile  radius  from  rail- 
way, 15  dol.  to  35  dol.  (1/.  to  21.  7s.),  and  outside  a 50-mile  radius, 
8 dol.  to  12  dol.  (9s.  6<7.  to  14s.).  In  the  southern  parts  the  price 
for  an  area  of  24  acres  is,  alongside  railways,  40  dol.  (21,  14s.) ; 
outside  a 10-mile  radius,  20  dol.  to  30  dol.  (1/.  7s.  to  21.) ; and  out- 
side the  50-mile  radius,  12  dol.  to  20  dol.  (14s.  to  1/.  7s.). 

In  the  province  of  Entre  Rios  lands  alongside  railways  seem 
to  be  worth  from  80  dol.  to  125,000  dol.  per  square  kilom.  (51.  7s. 
to  8,000/.).  Small  lots  would  average  rather  less  than  in  the 
province  of  Santa  Fe. 

The  cost  of  preparing  land  for  the  chief  crops  appears  to  be 
as  follows : — 

For  wheat,  ploughing,  harrowing,  and  drilling  cost  from  20  dol. 
to  30  dol.  (1/.  7s.  to  21.)  per  “square”  (4  acres);  for  maize  the 
same ; and  for  alfalfa  (Lucerne),  up  to  40  to  50  dol.  (2/.  14s.  to 
3/.  7s.)  per  4 acres,  but  often  only  30  dol.  (2/.) 

The  cost  of  harvesting  wheat  is  perhaps  10  per  cent,  of  the 
value  of  the  crop  in  some  parts  without  threshing ; in  others  it 
is  20  dol.  per  1,000  kilos.  (1/.  7s.  per  2,200  lbs.)  per  2 acres,  in- 
cluding threshing.  See  total  cost  of  production  of  whe  at, 
for  other  estimates. 

For  details  as  to  wages,  cost  of  provisions,  &c.,  see  form  c r 


Wages,  cost  of 
provisions, &c. 
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Reports  No.  216,  Miscellaneous  Series,  and  No.  1147,  Annual 
Series. 

The  average  yields  of  crops  are  about  : — 

Per  Hectare  (2£  acres). 

Wheat  . . . . 800  to  1,200  kilos.  = 1,760  to  2,640  lbs. 

Maize  . . . . 1,500  „ 2,000  „ 3,300  „ 4,400  lbs. 

Linseed  ..  ..  700  ,,  800  „ 1,340  „ 1,760  lbs. 

Alfalfa  (Lucerne)*. . 6,000  ,,7,000  „ 6 to  7 tons. 

* 3 tons  of  green  alfalfa  make  1 ton  of  dried. 


The  prices  of  wheat  have  fallen  considerably  since  the  beginning 
of  the  season,  when  they  were  from  7 dol.  (9s.  6d.)  on  the  farm 
per  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  to  9 dol.  50  c.  (12s.)  in  the  markets.  They 
have  now  fallen  to  7 dol.  50  c.  m/1  or  less  in  the  Buenos  Ayres 
market. 

The  average  prices  for  animals  are  about  the  following: — Average 
Cart  horses,  60  dol.  to  100  dol.  (47  to  6/.  14s.) ; bullocks  for  plough,  Pn.ces  o£ 
90  dol.  to  120  dol.  (6/.  to  8/.)  ; milch  cows,  40  dol.  to  150  dol.  anlma  s' 
(27  14s.  to  107),  according  to  breed;  ordinary  horses,  30  dol.  to 
50  dol.  (21.  to  3 7 7s.);  cattle,  wholesale,  native,  10  dol.  to  12  dol. 

(14s.  to  17s.)  ; pigs  fit  for  killin  25  dol.  to  40  dol.  (1/.  14s.  to 
21.  14s.);  ordinary  pigs,  10  dols.  15  dols.  (14s.  to  17) 


Wine  Growing  in  the  Argentine  Republic. 

The  wine  production  of  the  Argentine  Republic  has  made  great  Greafc  Pr0; 
progress  in  the  last  10  years  rather  in  quantity  than  quality;  and  jawing  Wme* 
is  no  doubt  one  of  the  most  promising  industries  here,  which  jtg  stabilit 
many  people  consider  would  easily  hold  its  own  on  its  own  merits, 
even  if  duties  on  imported  wines  were  abolished,  and  this  seems 
to  be  correct. 

Wine  growing  in  this  Republic  is  successful  between  30°  and  District  of 
35°  South;  in  Europe  it  is  between  37°  and  50°  North.  Qne  successful 
great  advantage  is  less  climatic  changes. 

On  Fliess’  Agricultural  Map  (attached,  p.  17),  the  area  fit  now  Area  fit  for 
for  vineyards  is  shown  by  parallel  pink  lines  ; that  actually  culti-  vmeyard8- 
vated  with  vines  by  blocks  of  pink.  These  areas  are  calculated 
thus  for  the  year  1891  together  with  their  estimated  yield  in  that 
year : — 


* 
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Table  of  actual  and  possible  area  of  vineyards  and  yield  in  1881 


Area 

Area  fit 

Area 

Area 

Yield 

Yield 

Province. 

of 

for 

actually 

of 

in 

in 

Province. 

irrigation. 

irrigated. 

vines. 

1991. 

gallons. 

Square 

kiloms. 

Hectares.* 

Hectares. 

Hectares. 

Hectolitres. 

Mendoza 

160,813 

1,500,000 

289,993 

8,911 

250,000 

5,500,000 

San  Juan 

95,505 

500,000 

107.840 

8.850 

270,000 

) 

5,940,000 

La  Rioja 

89,030 

300,000 

30,000 

560 

Catamarca 

90,644 

200,000 

50,000 

820 

y 30,000 

660,000 

Salta  

128,266 

1,000,000 

60,000 

926 

San  Luis 

75,917 

100,000 

50,000 

1,023 

12,000 

264,000 

Cordova 

174,767 

500,000 
Not  irrigated 

140,000 

560 

4,000 

88,000 

Entre  Rios 

75,457 

Not  irrigated 

1.499 

36,000 

792, ooe 

Santa  F6 

131,582 

»> 

ft 

300 

? 

? 

Buenos  Ayres  ... 

311,377 

5,600 

j 

9 

Totals 

4,100,000 

728,433 

t 29,949 

602,000 

13,244,000 

* 1 hectare  = 2£  acres.  f Only  includes  vineyards  over  one  hectare. 


This  estimate  is  probably  somewhat  too  high.  Of  these  602,000 
hectolitres  (13,244,000  gallons),  perhaps  32,000  were  used  by  the 
noil-producing  provinces,  20,000  by  the  wine-producing  provinces 
themselves,  and  the  rest  kept  in  stock. 

The  average  yield  per  acre  is  about  175  gallons. 

In  late  years  there  has  been  a large  decrease  in  imported  table 
wine,  namely,  from  107,000  litres  in  1887  to  32,000  litres 
in  1891,  or  a diminution  of  75,000  litres.  For  details  of  fall- 
ing off  in  importation  of  wines,  see  Eeport  No.  1147,  Annual 
Series,  under  Imports.  This  is  entirely  due  to  a larger  local  pro- 
duction; and  the  consumption  during  that  period  has  greatly 
increased,  making  the  difference  still  larger.  Competition  will  soon 
necessitate  the  perfecting  of  wine-growing  in  all  its  branches.  In 
a few  years’  time,  when  the  18,000  hectares  or  more  (45,000  acres) 
in  the  provinces  of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan,  are  yielding  their  full 
capacity,  which  is  by  no  means  the  case  now,  they  will  probably 
produce  sufficient  for  all  that  the  Argentine  Republic  at  present 
consumes  of  ordinary  table  wine.  But  no  doubt  the  local  con- 
sumption will  yearly  increase,  and  still  more  so  if  wine  gets 
cheaper. 

Native  wines  might  be  much  improved  by  judicious  blending 
and  elaboration.  The  wine  industry  is  chiefly  in  the  hands  of 
Argentines,  Italians,  Spaniards,  and  Frenchmen,  and  was  originally 
started  by  natives.  The  necessary  capital  was  formerly  borrowed, 
but  many  wine-makers  and  grape-growers  have  now  command  of 
large  capital.  This  industry  is  particularly  remunerative  for  those 
working  with  their  own  capital,  as  the  rate  of  interest  on  borrowed 
money  is  very  high. 

Unfortunately,  those  persons  engaged  in  the  production  of  wine 
have  not  yet  sufficiently  large  capitals  to  enable  them  to  hold  native 
wines  for  a few  years.  Could  they  only  do  this,  the  flavour  would 
be  much  improved  and  better  profits  made.  Even  ordinary  wine 
is  sold  at  a comparatively  high  price  to-day,  as  duties  on  the  im- 
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ported  article  are  so  heavy.  Many  wines  from  these  provinces  are 
sold  in  Buenos  Ayres  as  French  imports. 

The  cultivation  of  vines  is  net  limited,  like  cereals,  to  districts.  Vines  grow  all 
Grapes  for  eating  purposes  are  produced  in  almost  all  the  pro-  °ver 
vinces ; but  vines,  largely  cultivated  for  making  wine,  have  only  p 
existed  for  many  years  in  the  west  of  the  Republic,  in  the  provinces 
of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan. 

The  real  zone  for  vineyards  is  in  the  higher  lands  of  Mendoza,  Real  zone  for 
San  Juan,  Rioja,  San  Luis,  and  Catamarca,  where  the  lands  can  be 
artificially  watered — an  essential  requisite  to  the  further  develop-  Provinces, 
inent  of  the  wine  industry.  In  the  provinces  of  Santa  Fe  and  jrrjgation 
Buenos  Ayres,  vine-growing  practically  is  only  an  experiment  as  necessary, 
yet,  with  more  or  less  success.  The  produce  of  these  latter  pro-  jn  Eastern 
vinces  usually  furnish  fresh  grapes  only  for  the  Buenos  Ayres  fruit  Provinces 
market.  wine-making 

O^jy  {in 

The  19,000  hectares  (47,000  acres)  of  vineyards  in  the  two  experiment, 
provinces  of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan  are  said  to  represent  a value  Value  of  vine- 
of  some  40,000,000  paper  dol.  (2,330,000/.)  In  1891  their  esti-  yards  in 
mated  yield  was  600,000  hectolitres  (13,200,000  gallons).  When  Mendoza  ana 
all  those  vines  bear  fully  they  may  yield  1,500,000  hectolitres  San  uan‘ 
(33,000,000  gallons),  of  a value  of  2,000,000/.  to  3,000,000/.  sterling. 

The  official  estimated  value  of  the  produce  of  all  vineyards  in  Value  of  pro- 
1891  was  15,000,000  paper  dol.,  or  1,000,000/.  " ^ 

Wine  growing  on  a large  scale  is  confined  to  the  provinces  of  18gf  * 
Mendoza  and  San  Juan.  In  Rioja  and  Catamarca  the  area  is  wine-grow- 
small;  in  San  Luis  it  has  only  just  been  started;  in  Entre  Rios  ing  on  a large 
the  vines  are  getting  acclimatised ; in  Tucuman  the  climate  is  too  scale- 
damp  to  grow  grapes  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  wine. 

That  native  wines  do  not  yet  fulfil  the  requisites  of  a good  Causes  of  b&l 
table  wine,  is  probably  also  due  to  adulteration  and  largely  to  bad  nativ/wines. 
manufacture,  from  deficient  installation  and  want  of  supervision 
during  fermentation. 

The  province  of  Mendoza  has  possessed  vines  for  a great  Province  of 
number  of  years.  Its  dry  climate  and  streams  with  easy  slopes  ^ 

from  them  make  irrigation  easy.  The  soil  is  of  volcanic  origin.  ac  van  ageso  * 
Their  area  in  1881  was  only  3,800  hectares  (9,500  acres),  which,  Jornpami1891 
by  end  of  1891,  had  increased  to  8,960  hectares  (22,200  acres),  „ Creole  .» aiMl 
or  13  per  cent,  in  10  years.  In  1881  the  vines  were  all  of  French  vines. 
“ creole since  then  almost  all  the  new  plantations  have  been  of 
French  vines  of  the  following  classes,  Malbeque,  Cavernet,  Guillot, 
and  a few  have  been  Californian. 

By  Law  of  September,  1884,10  years’  exemption  from  taxes  Exemption 
is  granted  to  owners  of  vineyards  planted  with  French  vine  ; at  S'0™  taxf8  of 
the  end  of  1891,12,500  acres  enjoyed  this  privilege.  There  are  ^cnc  i'mes* 
some  170  wine-making  establishments  registered  in  the  Revenue  estab* 
Department,  and  their  yield  in  1891  was  believed  to  be  240,000  Bailments  and 
hectolitres  in  all  (5,280,000  gallons).  yield. 

As  few  owners  of  vineyards  have  the  costly  necessary  install- 
ments for  making  and  storing  wine — a special  trade— that  of 
“ bordegueras  ” has  sprung  up.  The  owners  of  these  establishments 
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sold.  “ Creole  ” grapes  fetch  about  3 dol.  (4s.)  a quintal  (46  kilos. 
= 100  lbs.),  and  French  grapes  about  6 dol.  (8s.). 

Vineyards  average  5 hectares  to  20  hectares  (12|-  acres  to 
50  acres)  only.  Grapes,  as  fruit,  in  the  season  sell  sometimes  for 
10  c.  (1  id.)  a kilo.  (2  lbs.). 

The  value  of  vineyards  planted  with  “Creole”  and  French 
grapes  is  very  different ; for  taxation  purpose,  the  former  is  valued 
at  1,506  dol.  (100/.)  a hectare,  and  the  latter  at  2,750  dol.  (170/.), 
or  nearly  double.  The  land  tax  on  them  is  6 per  cent,  on  value. 

Each  hectare  (2-^  acres)  having  vines  6 years  old  gives  yearly 
some  15,000  to  18,000  kilos.  (33,000  lbs.  to  39,000  lbs.)  of  grapes, 
of  which  180  kilos,  to  200  kilos,  make  a hectolitre  (22  gallons)  of 
wine.  The  yield  per  hectare  of  wine  is,  therefore,  about  80  hecto- 
litres to  90  hectolitres  (1,760  gallons  to  1,980  gallons). 

This  yield  seems  to  be  much  larger  than  in  Europe,  and  may 
be  ascribed  to  little  rain,  easy  irrigation,  composition  of  the  soil, 
strong  sun,  and  few  winds,  being  partly  sheltered  by  the  high 
spurs  of  the  Andes. 

The  cost  of  an  average  hectare  of  vines,  until  able  to  produce, 
is  perhaps  from  3,000  dol.  to  5,000  dol.  m/1  (200/.  to  333/.), 
depending  largely  on  its  proximity  to  a stream. 

It  has  been  calculated  by  some  persons  that  the  profit  per 
hectare  is  400  dol.  (23/.),  or  about  9/.  an  acre.  Wages  in  the 
vineyards  for  women  and  boys  are  only  60  c.  to  1 dol.  (10c/.  to  Is.  3c/.). 

All  that  has  been  said  above  of  the  province  of  Mendoza  applies 
equally  to  the  province  of  San  Juan.  The  taxes,  however,  in  the 
latter  province  are  somewhat  lower ; the  wine  is  often  better,  and 
has  a more  delicate  taste.  White  wine  is  more  made  there,  and 
the  French  grape  is  now  used  instead  of  Moscatel.  The  latter  is 
now  only  grown  for  use  as  raisins. 

There  is  one  great  difficulty  in  this  wine-growing  industry — 
the  want  of  casks.  Very  few  are  made  in  the  Eepublic.  There 
is  a factory  of  them  at  Villa  Mercedes,  but  they  are  not  very 
satisfactory.  Most  of  the  barrels  used  are  imported  with  foreign 
wine  or  in  bundles  of  staves  and  put  together  here,  and  which  are 
imported  free  of  all  duty.  There  is  evidently  a great  opening 
here  for  the  local  manufacture  of  good  casks.  The  difficulty  is  to 
get  the  right  wood.  Oak  and  chestnut  trees — those  universally 
employed  for  this  purpose — do  not  grow  in  this  country,  and  would 
have  to  be  planted. 

Raisins  are  also  a large  local  product.  The  Great  Western 
Railway  transported  3,800  tons  of  dried  fruits  in  1891  in  the 
provinces  of  Mendoza  and  San  Juan. 

There  are  only  two  causes  of  loss  of  the  grape  crop — 1st, 
locusts ; 2nd,  “ oidium.” 

Locusts  are  often  most  destructive  to  the  grapes,  and  have  this 
(1893)  season  been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  half  the  crop.  But  for 
their  devastations  this  year’s  crop  would  have  been  double  last 
year’s. 

“ Oidium  ” is  the  only  other  cause  of  loss  at  present,  but  is 
easily  stopped  by  a sprinkling  of  lime-water  or  by  sulphur. 


Oifijum.” 
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“ Phylloxera/’  which  attacks  the  roots  of  vines,  is  apparently  “Phylloxera” 
not  to  be  feared  here.  It  is  said  that  the  chemical  composition  of 
the  soil  in  the  wine  districts  would  not  permit  it  to  live.  It  has,  1893. 
however,  lately  been  reported  to  have  appeared  in  the  neighbouring 
Eepublic  of  Uruguay,  and  in  consequence  the  importation  of  all 
vines  and  of  many  other  plants  has  been  prohibited  from  that 
Eepublic.  But  in  May  of  this  year,  1893,  “ phylloxera  ” has  just  “Phylloxera” 
been  found  on  some  vines  in  the  town  of  La  Plata,  the  capital  of  *in  fclie 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  has  caused  much  consternation  province  0f 
to  proprietors  of  vines  in  that  province.  It  is  proposed  that  a Buenos 
Special  Commission  should  be  appointed  to  examine  the  vines  in  A7res- 
the  province  and  report  thereon. 


The  area  under  vines  in  1893  is  estimated  at  85,000  acres,  The  area 


divided  as  follows 
Mendoza 

~~~  — 7 — - 

Acres. 

. .,  = 30,000 

under  vines  in 
1893  85,000 
acres. 

San  Juan 

22,000 

Entre  Rios 

, , 

7,000 

Catamarca  . « 

• • 

• .. 

5,000 

Other  Provinces 

•• 

•• 

21,000 

Total . . 

A good  crop  averages  2 tons  of  grapes,  or  240  gallons  of  wine  Yield  of  a 
per  acre ; but  as  one-fourth  of  the  above  vineyards  is  new,  the  good  crop, 
actual  crop  is  probably  only  120,000  tons  of  grapes,  or  12,000,000 
gallons  of  wine  if  converted. 

But  when  the  above  vineyards  are  in  full  bearing,  they  may  Possible  yield 
produce  25,000,000  gallons  of  wine  according  to  some  authorities.  of  a11  vine- 
A few  details  of  the  cost  of  production  and  yield  of  vineyards,  yards* 
in  the  province  of  Mendoza,  by  a practical  resident  there,  will  be  Practical  cost 
valuable  to  those  interested  in  wine-growing.  On  the  whole,  ?£  ™oyards 
Mendoza  is  perhaps  the  best  province  to  purchase  land  for  this 
purpose.  Its  value  varies  from  300  dol.  to  1,000  dol.  (20 /.  to 
66/.  14s.)  per  hectare  (24  acres),  and  average  good  land  fetches 
650  dol.,  which,  with  the  gold  premium  now  at  200  per  cent., 
represents  43/.  7s. 


Estimate  for  establishing  Vineyards  of  1 hectare  : — Estimated 

cost  of  estab- 

— 

Currency. 

lishing, 

Sterling.  170Z.  per  2| 

Land 

Preparation  of  land 
Plants  . . . . . . . . 

Labour  and  Taxes 
Posts  (1,200) 

Wire 

Total  . . ... 

Dollars. 

650 

150 

50 

750 

360 

600 

9iCr6S( 

£ s.  d. 

= 43  7 0 
10  0 0 
3 7 0 
50  0 0 
24  0 0 
40  0 0 

2,560 

£170  14  0 

This  value  includes  the  cultivation  of  1 hectare  (2£  acres)  for 
3 years.  There  is  no  produce  during  this  period  ; then  the  yield 
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Value  of 
grapes. 


Annual  cost 
of  keeping 
vineyard. 
Kequires 
large  capital 
but  profits 
good. 


Average 
profits  30  per 
Cent,  on 
capital. 


Extent  of  sub- 
tropical 
region. 

Three  neces- 
sities for 
sugar-cane. 
Provinces  in 
which  culti- 
vated. 

Quality  of 
lands. 


Area  of  cane. 


Map  of  sugar 
region. 


is  31  quintals  (3,131  lbs.)  in  the  fourth  year,  100  quintals  to 
150  quintals  (15,150  lbs.)  in  the  fifth,  and  250  quintals  to 
300  quintals  (25,250  lbs.  to  30,300  lbs.)  in  the  sixth  year. 

In  1891  average  grapes  sold  for  7 dol.  (9s.)  per  quintal,  so 
that  the  value  of  the  yield  in  the  producing  years  would  be  per 
hectare  (2J  acres) : — 


j Quintals. 

Sterling. 

£ s.  d. 

Fourth  year  yield 

..  ..  |=  31  at  9s. 

13  10  O 

Fifth  year  yield 

..;  125 

56  5 0 

Sixth  year  yield 

••  275 

123  15  0 

£193  10  0 

The  annual  cost  of  keeping  a hectare  in  proper  condition  is  about 
5 1.  10  s.  The  yearly  produce  of  selling  the  grapes  is  some  118/.  5s. 

The  reason  that  more  persons  do  not  go  in  for  this  remunerative 
cultivation  is  that  few  can  afford  to  wait  4 years  for  a return  on 
their  capital.  In  1893  about  10,000  hectares  (25,000  acres)  of 
land  in  the  province  of  Mendoza  are  under  vines,  and  produce 
90,000  “ bordalesas,”  or  9 “ bordalesas  ” per  hectare,  or  about 
164  gallons  per  acre,  which  is  an  average  yield. 

It  is  stated  that  a man  growing  grapes  and  selling  them  on 
the  plant  can  in  good  years  make  30  per  cent,  on  his  capital, 
when  the  vineyard  is  in  full  bearing.  An  intending  wine-grower 
should  personally  visit  a locality  to  choose  land,  for  the  price  of 
land  varies  largely  according  to  its  proximity  to  streams  or  canals. 
The  province  of  Mendoza  depends  entirely  on  irrigation  for  this 
cultivation. 


Sugar  Cane  Grou'ing. 

The  sub-tropical  region  may  be  said  to  be  between  latitude 
22°  and  28°  South,  covering  an  area  of  130,000  square  kiloms. 

This  is  especially  the  sugar  region.  There  are  three  absolute 
necessities  for  its  successful  growth — good  land,  plenty  of  water, 
and  great  heat.  The  sugar  plantations  are  chiefly  in  the  province 
of  Tucuman,  there  being  also  a considerable  extent  of  cane  in  the 
province  of  Jujuy  and  in  the  Chaco  and  Formosa  ( see  Map,  p.  17), 
the  two  northernmost  territories ; but  in  these  latter  sugar  planting 
is  a new  cultivation  in  the  last  few  years.  In  Santiago  del  Estero 
there  is  too  much  salt  in  the  soil,  and,  though  there  are  6 sugar 
mills  there,  only  2 have  been  a success.  Some  lands,  formerly 
good  for  sugar  cane,  have  since  become  unfit  for  its  cultivation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  cultivated  with  cane  in 
1891  and  the  region  fit  for  its  cultivation,  which  is  marked  on  the 
agricultural  map  by  the  green  blocks  for  actual  cultivation,  and 
by  green  parallel  lines  for  possible  area  of  sugar  cane  cultivation 
( see  Map,  p.  17).  The  Government  of  Tucuman,  in  September, 
1891,  estimated  the  area  of  sugar  cane  at  16,000  hectares : — 


Table  of  Cultivation  of  Sugar,  1891  (Region  of  Sugar  Cane). 
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argentine  republic. 


Area  of  sugar- 
cane in  1891, 

67.000  acres. 

Yield  of 
Republic. 

Yield  of  the 
province  of 
Tucuman. 
Republic’s 
consumption, 

50.000  tons. 

Local  and  im- 
ported sugar 
compared. 


Manufacture 
of  sugar. 


Causes  of 
increase  of 
sugar 

cultivation. 


Being  9 cents, 
gold  ( = 4 \d.) 
per  kilo. 

(=21  lb.). 

Imported 

sugar. 

Labour  fairly 
plentiful. 


This  table  marks  out  the  province  of  Tucuman  as  the  essen- 
tially sugar  province,  with  68  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  and  93 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  production.  Sugar  can  be  grown  on  lands 
north  of  27°  South  latitude. 

The  extent  of  its  cultivation  in  1891  has  been  estimated,  in 
the  late  Argentine  Finance  Minister’s  (Mr.  Hansen)  Eeport,  at 
67,000  acres,  of  which  three-fourths  were  in  that  province,  with 
a yield  of  36,000  tons  of  sugar  from  the  46  sugar  factories  in  all  the 
provinces,  which  yield  is  considerably  less  than  that  in  the  above 
table.  It  is  also  estimated  in  that  Eeport  that  the  province  of 
Tucuman  produced  26,000  tons  out  of  a total  of  36,000  tons,  and 
that  the  total  consumption  of  the  Eepublic  was  50,000,  or  about 
12  kilos.  (264  lbs.}  per  inhabitant,  or  less  than  one-half  the  con- 
sumption in  England. 

For  some  years  past  the  local  sugar  crop  has  exceeded  the 
quantity  of  sugar  by  at  least  25  per  cent.,  or  even  by  50  and 
100  per  cent.  In  1891  the  quantity  of  imported  sugar  was  only 
one-fourth  of  the  total  local  manufacture.  The  Argentine  Eepublic 
will  soon  produce  sufficient  sugar  for  its  own  consumption ; in 
1891  it  already  contributed  90  per  cent.  Other  estimates  give 
the  total  yield  of  the  Eepublic  at  50,000  in  1891,  and  the  estimated 
yield  in  1892  at  62,000  tons. 

For  details  of  the  modes  employed  in  manufacturing  sugar  in 
this  country,  see  Mr.  Bridgett’s  Eeport  (Ho.  263,  Miscellaneous 
Series). 

In  1891  12,800  tons  were  imported,  which,  added  to  the 
estimated  43,000  tons  locally  produced,  gives  the  Eepublic’s  con- 
sumption at  56,000  tons,  or  about  13  kilos.  (29  lbs.)  per  head.  In 
England  it  seems  to  be  30,  in  France  10,  and  in  Italy  3. 

There  are  three  chief  causes  of  the  great  increase  of  sugar 
cultivation  in  recent  years. 

1.  The  termination  of  railways  to  the  extreme  north,  and  the 
construction  of  the  North  Western  Kailway,  which  grants  special 
privileged  tariffs  to  native  sugar. 

2.  The  high  premium  of  gold  (now  200  per  cent.,  and  has 
been  up  to  320  per  cent.)  which  enables  a sugar  cane  grower  to 
sell  his  sugar  at  a price  slightly  under  that  of  imported  sugar — 
and,  therefore,  at  a gold  rate — and  to  pay  his  labour  at  a very 
cheap  rate  in  depreciated  paper  currency. 

3.  The  high  duties  on  imported  sugar. 

There  are  taxes  on  cane,  plantations,  buildings,  machinery, 
motive  power,  and  rum.  There  is  even  a talk  of  a tax  on  manu- 
factured sugar  also. 

Imported  sugar  here  is  chiefly  from  France,  Germany,  and 
Austria. 

The  lowest  price  of  100  kilos.  (220  lbs.)  of  German  refined 
sugar  put  in  Buenos  Ayres  is  96  marks,  41.  16s.  The  estimated 
lowest  price  -of  Tucuman  sugar  in  Buenos  Ayres  is  from  15  to 
20  dols.  gold,  or  3 l.  to  4 L,  of  which  the  actual  cost  of  production 
in  the  province  of  Tucuman  is  21.  17s.,  more  or  less. 


buenos  Ayres. 
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Labour  is  plentiful  at  15  to  20  dol.  (1/.  to  1/.  7s.)  per  month  Labour  fairly 
with  rations,  bread,  maize,  and  shelter.  plentiful. 

The  labourers  are  mostly  Argentines ; foreigners  cannot  stand  Labour 
the  heat  of  hard  labour  in  these  high  latitudes.  Italians  and  Argentine 
French  have  tried  it,  but  most  of  them  have  given  it  up.  The  and  foreiSn- 
province  of  Tucuman  has  drawn  a great  number  of  its  labourers 
from  the  neighbouring  provinces,  but  these  sources  will  not  be 
available  in  time  when  those  provinces  develop  further  themselves. 

Many  Italians  are  going  to  the  province  of  Tucuman,  which  is  Italians, 
getting  healthier  than  it  formerly  was. 

In  the  province  of  Jujuy  and  in  the  Government  of  the  Chaco  Other 
and  Misiones  there  is  said  to  be  plenty  of  labour,  and  more  can  Provinces- 
be  drawn  from  the  Eepublic  of  Paraguay,  if  required. 

A considerable  concentration  of  labour  and  capital  is  now  Concentration 
taking  place,  and  larger  sugar  establishments  are  being  formed  to  of  caPital  and 
save  expenses.  labour. 

As  an  instance  of  the  progress  of  the  sugar  industry  in  the  Work  done  by 
Argentine  Eepublic,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Eosario  sugar  Rosario  sugar 
refinery  has,  from  November  1,  1889,  to  April,  1893,  elaborated  rofilu'ry' 
over  52,000  tons  of  sugar,  producing  45,500  tons  of  the  refined 
article,  and  600,000  litres  of  alcohol. 

The  sugar  cane  grower  generally  cultivates  40  to  50  hectares  Profits. 

(100  to  125  acres),  which  is  often  called  a ‘‘colony.”  As  much  as 
52,000  dol.  (3,500/.)  has  been  made  in  one  year  out  of  78  hectares 
(192  acres).  The  average  profits  of  70  hectares  (175  acres)  is 
perhaps  45,000  dol.  (3,000/.  to-day). 

Some  owners  of  sugar  mills  guarantee  their  cane  growers  Value  of  cane. 
4 cents  gold  (2  pence)  an  “ arroba  ” (25  lbs.),  or  its  equivalent  in  Manner  of 
paper  on  day  of  sale.  The  sugar  mills  are  often  distinct  from  the  payraentl 
cane  growers.  Some  grow  their  own  cane  or  rent  their  lands  to 
growers,  who  supply  the  necessary  capital  and  appliances.  Or 
they  pay  the  planters  with  sugar,  paying  them  from  2£  to  3 
per  cent,  of  the  yield  in  manufactured  sugar,  viz.,  for  every 
100  tons  of  cane  3 tons  of  sugar,  or  the  equivalent  value  of  this 
proportion. 

The  average  yield  of  cane  is  about  45  tons  per  hectare  (2J  yield  of  cane 
acres)  on  the  most  fertile  lands ; and  up  to  100  tons  per  acre  has 
been  obtained.  A large  yield  is  only  obtained  by  manuring, 
which  is  never  done  here  at  present,  as  it  is  cheaper  to  plant  new 
land.  Cane  grown  on  manured  land  would  give  some  2 per  cent, 
more  of  sugar.  One  ton  of  cane  yields  about  60  kilos.  (132  lbs.) 
of  sugar. 

Before  1891  the  average  yield  of  cane  in  sugar  was  only  Average  yield 
4f  per  cent.,  whereas  in  that  year  the  better  methods  of  extraction  °f  sugar-cane, 
employed  increased  the  yield  to  about  6 per  cent.  Some  mills 
even  obtain  8 per  cent,  by  the  diffusion  system.  It  is  said 
■still  more  might  be  extracted  by  the  most  perfected  methods, 
but  at  present,  as  the  profits  are  large,  it  is  not  worth  while  for 
;mall  capitalists  to  purchase  the  latest  machinery  and  employ 
nore  skilled  labour. 

(1604) 
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The  1893 
season. 


The  prices  of  sugar  cane  per  “ arroba  ” (25  lbs.)  are  14  to  22 
cents,  paper  (2d.  to  3 jd.),  in  1892,  and  this  year  the  same. 

During  1892  sugar  plantations  were  extended  on  a large  scale ; 
they  increased  fully  50  per  cent.,  but  owing  to  a very  dry  spring 
and  summer  the  canes  for  this  crop  are  very  short.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  production  of  sugar  during  1893  will  not  surpass  that  of 
1892,  which  has  been  put  at  62,000  tons. 

Large  amounts  of  the  most  modern  machinery,  chiefly  French, 
have  been  sent  to  Tucuman  during  the  past  year,  to  be  ready  for 
this  year’s  crop. 

The  average  yield  for  many  years  has  been  6 per  cent,  of  sugar. 
1893  0±  sugar’  Frost  is  a drawback,  and  therefore  districts  near  the  hills  are 
better.  But  they  are  not  yet  planted,  as  there  is  no  railway 
communication  to  them. 

The  question  of  starting  beetroot  here  for  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  has  been  greatly  discussed  recently,  and  certain  laws 
favouring  its  cultivation  have  been  passed.  It  has  been  grown, 
but  not  successfully ; the  plant  here  grows  too  large,  whereas  the 
fine  beetroot  which  yields  the  best  saccharine  is  small,  and  can  only 
succeed  where  there  is  at  least  4 to  5 months  of  winter,  as  in 
Northern  Europe.  This  climate,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  Tempe- 
rature Table  (page  17),  is  not  suitable  for  it,  except  perhaps  in 
the  very  far  south ; and  it  is  not  probable  that  anyone  will 
seriously  take  it  up,  unless  with  a large  guarantee  on  the  capital 
invested. 


Estimated 


Question  of 
starting 
beetroot 
cultivation. 


Table  of  Weights  and  Measures. 


1 kilogramme 
1,000  kilogrammes 
1 kilometre  . . 
1 “ square  ” . . 
1 hectare 
1 litre 

1 hectolitre  . . 
1 “quintal”.. 
1 “ arroba  ” . . 
1 bushel 


— 2*2046  lbs.  avoirdupois, 
about  1 ton. 

O *62138  mile, 
about  4 acres. 

2 *471  acres. 

0 *22  gallon. 

22  gallons. 

46  kilos.  = 101  lbs. 

25  lbs. 

55  lbs.  = 25  kilos. 
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No. 

1162. 

Nantes 

Price. 
..  Id. 

1163. 

Beira  .. 

5d. 

1164. 

Galveston 

lid. 

1165. 

Berlin.. 

Id. 

1166. 

Bordeaux 

2£d. 

1167. 

Calais  . 

2hd. 

1168. 

The  Hague 

2d 

1169. 

Athens 

12d. 

U70. 

Galatz. . 

lid. 

1171. 

Guayaquil 

Id. 

1172. 

Riga  .. 

2d. 

1173. 

Trebizond 

Id. 

1174. 

Havre. . 

2 id. 

1175. 

Saigon 

id. 

1176. 

Baltimore 

lid. 

1177. 

Brest  . . 

Id. 

1178. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1179. 

Adrianople 

id. 

1180. 

Algiers 

2id. 

1181. 

Boston 

id. 

1182. 

Marseilles 

lid. 

1183. 

Warsaw 

Id. 

1184. 

Piraeus 

lid. 

1185. 

Callao . . 

Id. 

1186. 

Jerusalem 

id. 

1187. 

Chefoo 

lid. 

1188. 

Munich 

2d. 

1189. 

Resht  . . 

Id. 

1190. 

Batavia 

lid. 

1191. 

Batoum 

lid. 

1192. 

Tainan 

Id. 

1193. 

Amoy  . . 

Id. 

1194. 

Zanzibar 

4d. 

1195. 

Corunna 

2d. 

1196. 

Algiers 

15id. 

1197. 

Pakhoi 

Id. 

1198. 

Nice  . . 

lid. 

1199 

Kiungchow 

lid. 

1200. 

Aleppo 

id. 

1201. 

Stettin 

4id. 

1202. 

Swatow 

Id. 

1203. 

Charleston 

2id. 

1204. 

Syra  . . 

Id. 

1205. 

New  Orleans 

2id. 

1206. 

Suakin 

lid. 

1207. 

Caracas 

Id. 

1208. 

Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1209. 

Nantes 

Id. 

1210. 

Tahiti . . 

2d. 

121 L. 

I chang 

3id. 

1212. 

W Onchow 

Id. 

1213. 

H avana 

2d. 

1214. 

Cagliari 

Id. 

1215. 

Old  Calabar 

id. 

1216. 

Foochow 

Id. 

1217. 

Wuhu  . 

Id. 

1218. 

Yera  Cruz 

lid. 

1219. 

San  Jos§ 

Id. 

1220. 

Antwerp 

Id. 

1221. 

Mogador 

, . 

2id. 

1222. 

Berlin. . 

Hd. 

No. 

Price. 

1223.  Rome  . . 

1224.  Constantinople 

..  6*d. 

1225.  Barcelona 

. , 

..  2|d. 

1226.  Madeira 

..  5^d. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

..  Hd. 

1228.  Chinkiang 

..  Id. 

1229.  Newchwang  . * 

..  Id. 

1230.  Chungking  .. 

. • 

..  Hd. 

1231.  Hankow 

..  Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1233.  Chicago 

..  3d. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2 id. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

# , 

..  Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

..  Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

..  2d. 

1241.  Frankfort 

..  3d. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

..  Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

..  3|d. 

1244.  Naples 

..  Id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

..  Id. 

1 246.  Madrid 

..  Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . 

# # 

..  2d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

..  2|d. 

1249.  Fiume.. 

..  2d. 

1250.  Leghorn 

..  2id. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

..  5£d. 

1252.  Bushire 

..  2d. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

..  Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

. . 

..  Id. 

1255.  Yokohama 

..  Hd. 

1256.  Stockholm 

..  lid. 

1257.  Lisbon 

, , 

..  Ud. 

1258.  Tientsin 

..  Id. 

1259.  Port  Said 

..  Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  O.  aka 

..  2id. 

1261.  Damascus 

..  Id. 

1262.  Samoa. . 

..  id. 

1263.  Rio  Orande  do  Sul 

..  2id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

..  Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

..  3d. 

1266.  Shanghai 

..  3d. 

1267.  Bangkok 

..  lid. 

1268.  Meshed 

..  lid. 

1269.  Cadiz.. 

..  2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg 

1271.  Erzeroum 

..  Id. 

..  id. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

. # 

..  5d . 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  . . 

..  id. 

1274.  New  York 

..  3d. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

..  7*d. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

..  Hd. 

1277.  Tokio  . . 

..  2id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

..  6d. 

1280.  Pekin 

..  id. 

1281.  Salvador 

Id 

1282.  Malaga 

..  4d 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  8id 

No.  1284. 
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Acting  Consul-General  Watters  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Canton , June  19,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  my  Trade  Report  for 
this  Consular  District  for  the  year  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  T.  WATTERS. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Canton  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Kevenue. 


Opium. 


Cotton  yarn. 


General. 

The  trade  of  this  district  for  the  year  1892  was  up  to  the 
average  in  quantity  and  value,  and  for  the  latter  half  of  the  year 
at  least  fairly  remunerative.  The  total  value  of  foreign  imports 
at  Canton,  Kowloon,  and  Lappa  was  7,264,570/.,  and  of  exports  to 
foreign  countries  9,358,697.  At  the  port  of  Canton  the  net  value 
of  the  trade,  foreign  and  native,  passing  the  Imperial  Maritime 
Customs  was  11,587,177/.  This  sum  shows  an  increase  of 
of  97,904 /.  above  1891,  which  was  an  exceedingly  good  year.  At 
Kowloon  also  there  was  an  advance,  but  at  Lappa  there  was  a 
continued  falling-off.  The  value  of  the  trade  of  the  three  places, 
as  taken  notice  of  by  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs,  amounted 
to  22,845,180/. 

The  revenue  of  all  kinds  collected  by  the  Imperial  Customs  at 
Canton,  Kowloon,  and  Lappa  last  year  amounted  to  804,802/.  At 
each  of  the  three  places  there  was  a falling-off  as  compared  with 
1891.  At  Canton  there  was  a marked  increase  in  the  import, 
export,  and  coast  trade  duties,  opium  not  being  included,  but 
there  was  a very  serious  falling-off  in  tonnage  and  transit  dues, 
and  in  the  revenue  from  opium.  At  Kowloon  the  decrease  was 
in  opium  and  kerosene,  and  at  Lappa  in  opium  and  yarn. 

Imports . 

The  total  amount  of  foreign  opium  imported  from  Hong  Kong 
into  Canton,  Kowloon,  and  Lappa  last  year  was  1,757,200  lbs. 
This  shows  a large  and  important  falling- off  to  the  extent  of 
391,150  lbs.  from  the  importation  of  1891.  At  Canton  the 
decrease  was  very  marked,  amounting  to  262,403  lbs. 

As  there  is  no  diminution  but  rather  an  increase  in  the  use  of 
opium  by  the  people  of  this  district,  there  must  be  some  reason 
for  the  diminished  amount  passing  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs. 
Several  reasons  are  given  to  account  for  it.  One  is  that  large 
quantities  of  foreign  opium  are  now  smuggled  in  junks  and  by 
passengers  in  steamers  from  Singapore.  Another  reason  alleged  is 
the  short  exportation  from  Bengal  last  year  and  a consequent  rise 
in  price  in  Hong  Kong.  At  this  last  place  there  was  a decrease  of 
1,555  chests  in  the  importation  for  1892,  compared  with  that  of 
1891,  and  a decrease  of  53,772  chests  in  the  exportation.  Another 
explanation  of  the  diminished  return  of  foreign  opium  is  found  in 
the  largely  increased  use  of  the  native  drug. 

Last  year  Ssuchuan  opium  was  reported  for  the  first  time  at 
the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  here.  The  amount  was  only 
6,782  lbs.,  but  it  is  well  known  that  a large  quantity  of  native 
opium  is  carried  by  land  without  any  payment  of  tax  or  duty.  It 
is  only  when  the  foreign  opium  is  dear,  however,  that  the  native 
opium  is  consumed  in  this  district  in  a large  quantity. 

The  importation  of  English  cotton  yarn  continues  to  diminish 
rapidly.  At  Canton  Indian  yarn,  however,  showed  a total  im- 
portation of  20,952,267  lbs.,  being  4,422,400  lbs.  above  1891. 


CANTON. 


During  the  former  half  of  1892  there  were  2,956,400  lbs.  sent 
into  the  interior  under  transit  pass.  These  consignments  of  yarn 
were  chiefly  to  various  places  in  the  provinces  of  Kuang-si-, 

Yunnan,  and  Kueichow.  At  Kowloon  and  at  Lappa  there  was 
a large  and  significant  falling-off  in  the  importation  of  yarn,  and 
the  aggregate  importation  for  the  three  ports  is  less  than  that 
of  1891  by  2,898,533  lbs. 

The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  yarn  passing  the  three  offices 
of  the  Imperial  Maritime  Customs  in  this  district  is  not  to  be 
taken  as  necessarily  indicating  a decrease  in  the  demand  for  and 
supply  of  yarn  in  the  interior.  The  heavy  taxation  of  this  pro- 
vince is  driving  foreign  merchandise  for  inland  markets  to  other 
ports.  Last  year,  on  a bale  of  Indian  yarn  worth  about  9 /.  12 s. 

(70  dol.),  taxes  to  the  amount  of  21.  15s.  (20  dol.)  were  levied 
between  Canton  and  Kuei-lin  in  Kuang-si.  The  taxation  increases 
further  inland  until  it  becomes  practically  prohibitive.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  French  Government  by 
offering  inducements  for  Chinese  merchants  to  send  their  wares 
through  Tonkin  has  developed  a great  transit  trade  with  China. 

In  1892  the  value  of  this  trade  with  Yunnan  rose  from  199,600/. 
in  1891  to  320,000/.  At  Mengtzu  about  85  per  cent,  of  the  im- 
port trade  is  with  Hong-Kong,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  imports. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that  the  amount  of  yarn  exported 
from  Bombay  for  China  was  20,753  bales  above  the  shipments  of 
1891. 

The  importation  of  cotton  piece-goods  at  Kowloon  and  Lappa  Cotton  piece- 
show  a considerable  increase,  but  at  Canton  a decrease.  The  total  g°ods- 
imports  were  above  those  of  1891,  and  the  improvement  was 
chiefly  in  grey  and  white  shirtings. 

It  seems  that  Indian  cotton  piece-goods  are  again  coining  into 
use  in  this  country.  The  shipments  from  Bombay  for  Hong- 
Kong  were  2,852  bales  above  those  of  1891. 

There  is  little  in  the  trade  in  foreign  metals  last  year  which  Metals, 
requires  special  notice.  At  Canton  there  was  a marked  and  im- 
portant decrease  in  the  importation  of  nail-rod  and  bar  iron,  tin, 
lead,  and  yellow  metal.  At  Kowloon  lead  shows  a very  large 
increase,  and  in  nail-rod,  old  iron,  and  yellow  metal  also  there  was 
an  improved  importation. 

At  Canton  the  importation  of  kerosene  in  1892  was  also  less  Kerosene, 
than  that  in  1891  by  1,333,000  gallons.  At  Kowloon  and  Lappa, 
however,  the  importations  show  a very  large  increase,  so  the  aggre- 
gate for  the  three  ports  was  2,258,006  gallons  above  that  of  1891. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  kerosene  was  one  of  the  chief  foreign 
commodities  for  which  transit  passes  were  used  in  1891  and  the 
early  part  of  last  year.  In  1892  there  were  sent  into  the 
interior,  chiefly  to  Kuang-si,  under  transit  pass,  61,970  gallons,  of 
which  2,000  gallons  were  Russian  and  the  rest  American.  The 
importation  of  Russian  kerosene  in  1892  at  Kowloon  and  Lappa 
was  beyond  that  of  1891  by  the  large  amount  of  853,567 
gallons. 

While  the  transit  pass  system  was  in  force  it  was  largely  used  Matches. 
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for  the  transmission  of  foreign,  chiefly  Japanese,  matches  into  the 
interior.  In  1891  of  442,8 17  gross  imported  into  Canton 
.83,750  gross  were  sent  under  transit  passes  to  inland  markets,  and 
in  1892  there  were  only  12,000  gross  so  sent,  all  to  the  province 
of  Kuang-si.  Yet  the  importation  of  these  matches  in  the  latter 
year  shows  a decided  advance  as  compared  with  1891.  At  each  of 
the  three  ports  there  was  a marked  increase,  Canton  showing  a 
total  of  55,404  gross  above  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
aggregate  increase  of  the  three  ports  was  276,427  gross. 

Exports. 

The  aggregate  quantity  of  tea  exported  last  year  from  Canton, 
Kowloon,  and  Lappa  was  15,716,000  lbs.  This  is  a decrease  of 
2,250,000  lbs.,  as  compared  with  the  export  in  1891,  which  was 
below  that  of  previous  years.  In  the  customs  returns  the  quantity 
of  tea  exported  from  Canton  appears  much  greater  than  that  of 
1891,  but  this  is  explained  by  the  circumstance  that  in  1891  the 
bulk  of  the  tea  from  this  port  was  shipped  in  junks ; last  year  it 
reverted  to  the  steamers.  A resident  tea  merchant  states  tflmt 
the  trade  in  this  article  last  year  was  unsatisfactory,  as  a whole,  to 
all  engaged  in  it,  both  foreigners  and  natives.  Canton  district 
Congous  were  bought  cheap,  he  adds,  but  there  was  no  demand  for 
the  first  crop  in  London.  Later  crops  were  bought  still  cheaper, 
and  sold  for  prices  which  were  fairly  satisfactory.  The  scented 
teas  of  this  district  will,  it  is  feared,  disappear  before  long  from 
the  London  market,  or  at  most  will  appear  there  in  unimportant 
quantity. 

Notwithstanding  the  quickly  diminishing  export  of  tea,  the 
Chinese  officials  continue  to  levy  the  same  amount  of  tax  and 
duty  as  before.  In  addition  to  the  tariff  export  duty  of  about  12s. 
on  133^-  lbs.,  there  are  lekin  and  other  taxes  to  the  amount  of  about 
2s.  6cl. 

The  year  1892  was  a fairly  good  one  for  all  engaged  in  the  silk 
business  in  this  district.  The  customs  returns  do  not  show  any 
important  variations  in  the  items  coming  under  this  heading. 
But  the  value  of  the  goods  was  much  above  that  of  the  previous 
year. 

From  a British  silk  merchant  I learn  that  the  year  opened 
with  a quiet  market,  a good  second  class  filature  of  deniers 
realising  515  dol.  per  picul,  or  about  70/.  per  133^-  lbs.  About 
July  a strong  demand  set  in,  and  in  October  the  price  had  risen  to 
660  dol.,  or  about  89/. 

One  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the  increasing  production  of 
filature  silk,  and  the  proportionate  diminution  of  Tsat-lees,  which, 
as  regards  European  markets,  appear  to  be  doomed  to  extinction. 

The  certified  value  of  the  raw  silk  exported  to  the  United 
States  last  year  was  447,257/.,  and  that  of  silk  piece-goods  27,060 /. 

The  total  export  of  matting  last  year  from  Canton  and 
Kowloon  was  222,797  rolls.  This  is  a decrease  of  13,199  rolls,  as 
compared  with  1891.  At  Kowloon  there  was  an  actual  increase  of 
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40,227  rolls,  but  at  Canton  there  was  a decrease  of  53,426  rolls. 

This  matting  is  mainly  exported  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
certified  value  of  the  matting  shipped  at  Canton  for  the  United 
States  last  year  was  1,093,986  dol.,  against  1,340,110  dol.  in  1891. 

Several  causes  are  supposed  to  have  caused  this  diminished 
export,  but  the  chief  cause  was  probably  the  increased  competition 
of  Japanese  matting. 

At  Canton,  Kowloon,  and  Lappa  the  customs  returns  show  an  Sugar, 
important  and  continued  decrease  in  the  exportation  of  brown  and 
white  sugar.  In  1892  the  aggregate  export  of  sugar  from  the  three 
ports  was  79,152  cwts.  less  than  that  of  1891. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the  Shipping. 
Imperial  Maritime  Customs  at  Canton  last  year  was  3,491  vessels, 
of  3,428,713  tons.  These  figures  show  a decrease  of  297  vessels,  of 
172,649  tons,  compared  with  1891. 

The  falling-off  is  partly  due  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  two 
Chinese  river  steamers  which  had  been  running  on  this  river. 

In  shipping  under  British  flag  there  was  an  increase  of  119  vessels 
entered  above  the  total  of  1891.  Of  the  total  tonnage  of  the  port 
85*17  per  cent,  was  under  the  British  flag. 

The  Imperial  Mint  at  Canton  has  continued  to  enlarge  its  The  Imperial 
production.  Last  year  the  output  reached  the  value  of  3,500,000  Mint, 
dol.  Chiefly  the  subsidiary  coins.  During  the  same  period  copper 
“ cash  ” to  the  amount  of  146,000,000  was  issued.  The  subsi- 
diary coins  are  rapidly  gaining  way  throughout  the  Chinese 
Empire,  becoming  popular  with  all  classes  of  the  people. 

Extremely  clever  imitations  of  the  10  c.  and  20  c.  pieces  have 
been  made  here,  and  circulated  at  Canton  and  in  Hong-Kong. 


British  Subjects. 

The  number  of  British  subjects  of  both  sexes  of  all  classes 
within  this  Consular  district  last  year  was  128.  Of  mercantile 
firms  under  British  protection  there  were  23  all  told. 
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Annex  L. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Canton  during 

the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

1 Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1,366 

! 1,382,876 

1 

310 

1,367 

1,383,186 

Chinese  

256 

134,808 

256 

134,808 

German  

114 

101,045  1 

1 

348 

115 

101,393 

Others  

4 

2,5/9  I 

1 

436 

5 

3,015 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

1,740 

1,621,308 

3 

1,094 

1,743 

1,622,402 

preceding 

1,888 

1,707,038 

12 

4,450 

1,900 

1,711,488 

Cleared. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1,368 

1,383.515  i 

1 

310 

1,369 

1,383,825 

Chinese  

259 

138,078 

259 

138,078 

German  

114 

101,045  1 

"l 

*348 

115 

101,393 

Others  

4 

2,579 

1 

436 

5 

3,015 

Total  i 

,,  for  the  year  j 
preceding  ...  1 

1,745 

1,625,217 

3 

1,094 

1,748 

1,626,311 

1,875 

1,704,724  1 

13 

5,150 

1,888 

1,709,874 

Annex  2. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export,  including 
Re-exports,  from  Canton  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892* 

1891* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Buttons,  brass 

Lbs. 

611,232 

£ s. 

37,752  15 

598,004 

£ s. 

36,804  0 

Clothing,  silk 

n ... 

35,097 

39,759  10 

29,327 

32,992  10 

Fire-crackers  and  fireworks... 

,, 

5,291,782 

90,187  10 

4,864,352 

84,269  0 

Glass  bangles 

,, 

2,148,258 

70,240  15 

2,207,279 

76,199  5 

Matting 

Rolls 

155,399 

139.859  5 

208,825 

187,942  15 

Medicines  

Lbs. 

3,062,133 

39;  167  15 

3,162,700 

38,462  5 

Paper  

M 

2,435.644 

47,549  0 

1,865,721 

42,827  5 

Preserves  

5?  ... 

1,957,078 

37,555  0 

2,787,411 

48,900  10 

Silk- 

Raw,  white,  and  thrown  ... 

2,785,370 

1,749,803  5 

2,655,965  1 

1,654,344  0 

Refuse  

„ 

1,774,552 

231,673  0 

2,160,687 

283,189  0 

Piece-goods  

,, 

883,160 

735,200  15 

832,859  1 

! 698,509  5 

Sugar,  brown 

n 

8,649,258 

50,258  5 

16,932,973  | 

100,939  15 

Tea,  black  

8,680,834 

354,233  10 

3,421,809 

120,569  5 

Tobacco,  prepared  

n ... 

2,213,662 

62,246  15 

2,111,187 

58,502  5 

All  other  exports  

» ... 

1,111,674  0 

... 

1,159,411  0 

Total 

4,797,161  5 

4,623,862  5 

5s.  = 1 Haikwan  tael. 
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Annex  3. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Canton 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892.* 

1891.* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ s. 

£ s. 

Foreign  produce — 

Opium 

Lbs. 

1,442,613 

1,263,757  10 

1,705,016 

1,392,424  5 

Shirtings  

Pieces 

83,957 

50,832  5 

171,318 

101,220  0 

Cotton  yarn 

Lbs. 

21,205,900 

697,052  5 

16,804,618 

575,288  5 

Lead,  in  pigs 

524,552 

4,229  5 

3,646,999 

29,415  10 

Awabi 

613,162 

13,566  15 

418,360 

14,537  5 

Cotton,  raw,  Indian 

5,886,544 

118,408  0 
104,097  5 

6,213,653 

132,391  5 

Cuttlefish  

5.247,100 

6,096,065 

124,030  15 

Dyes,  aniline 

25,104  10 

24,559  0 

Flour,  wheat 

Lbs. 

13,945,477 

80,106  10 

15,743,428 

80,675  10 

Horns,  rhinoceros  

„ 

5,890 

28,360  5 

6,176 

26,999  0 

Jade  stone  

Gross 

513,640 

25,191  10 

496,827 

22,913  15 

Matches,  wooden,  Japanese 

497,803 

26,583  10 

442,042 

23.315  5 

Mushrooms  

Lbs. 

407,854 

24,144  5 

513,900 

29,601  5 

Mussels,  dried  

1,267,321 

15,344  15 

759,247 

9,060  5 

Prawns  and  shrimps,  dried 

1,241,520 

31,265  15 

1,231,228 

31,075  5 

Sugar,  white 

9,201,345 

83,959  0 

1,901,055 

16,416  5 

Woollen  goods  (camlets)  ... 

Pieces 

3,959 

9,757  10 

Other  woollen  goods 

... 

7,409  15 

All  other  foreign  produce  ... 

494,423  15 

473,' 151  5 

Native  produce — 

Beans 

Lbs. 

168,263,893 

495,804  10 

201,042,148 

644,665  10 

Cloth,  native  and  nankeens 

928,532 

78,345  0 

820,840 

69,464  5 

Cotton,  raw 

644,873 

19,380  5 

917,073 

28,800  10 

Oil,  bean,  and  ground-nut... 

. 

16,215,290 

213,849  0 

11,692,197 

157,141  0 

Bice  

530,352,558 

1,505,806  0 

578,404.500 

1,635,980  15 

Silk- 

Raw,  white,  and  thrown... 

,,  yellow  (Szechuen) ... 
Piece-goods 

55 

88,565 

58,233  15 

59,647 

39,419  10 

56,293 

30,410  15 
250,570  10 

17,571 

9,495  10 

? 

219,846 

208,787 

237,925  10 

Tobacco,  leaf 

5» 

848,925 

12,734  0 

600,681 

8,787  10 

„ prepared  

884,953 

40,643  15 

886,613 

40,535  0 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni  ... 

2,241,784 

24,346  0 
125,266  5 

2,337,147 

25,430  5 

Wheat 

41,755,482 

42,183,167 

127,356  10 

All  other  native  produce  ... 

907,496  15 

821,996  10 

Total ...  { 

6,866,480  15 

6,954,072  5 

* 5s.  = 1 Haikwan  tael. 


Annex  4. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  into  Canton,  to  and  from 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports 

(Re-exports  included). 

Imports. 

1892.* 

1891* 

1892. 

1891. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

£ 

11,109 

£ 

£ 

Hong-Kong  (for  and 
from  foreign  coun- 

tries) 

4,152,196 

3,922,423 

3,309,995 

3,377,889 

Cochin  China,  Tonkin, 

and  Annam  . . 

, . 

India 

•• 

148 

•• 

Total 

4,152,196 

| 

3,933,680 

3,309,995 

3,377,889 

* 5s.  = 1 Haikwan  tael. 
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UNITED  STATES. 


WASHINGTON. 

Sir  Julian  Pauncefote  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Newport , July  10,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a letter  which  has  been 
addressed  to  me  by  Mr.  Michael  Herbert  transmitting  a Report 
on  the  Finances  of  the  United  States  for  the  Fiscal  Year  ended 
June  30,  1892,  together  with  some  remarks  and  statistics  in 
regard  to  the  present  monetary  situation  in  this  country. 

This  comprehensive  Report,  which  is  the  result  of  much 
labour  and  careful  study  of  the  important  questions  with  which 
it  deals,  will,  I doubt  not,  be  read  with  great  interest. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JULIAN  PAUNCEFOTE. 


Mr.  Herbert  to  Sir  Julian  Pauncefote . 

Sir,  Washington , July  10,  1893. 

I itaVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a Report  which  I have  drawn 
up  on  the  Finances  of  the  United  States  for  the  Fiscal  Year 
ended  June  30,  1892,  together  with  some  Remarks  and  Statistics 
in  regard  to  the  present  monetary  situation  in  the  United  States. 

The  information  and  Statistics  given  in  this  Report  are 
mainly  taken  from  the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  from  data  published  by  Mr.  Leech,  the  late  Director  of  the 
United  States  Mint. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  MICHAEL  H.  HERBERT. 


A 2 


(1615) 


UNITED  STATES. 


Revenues. 


9 


Report  on  the  Finances  of  the  United  States  for  the  Fiscal  Tear 
ending  June  30,  1892,  with  Observations  and.  Statistics  in  regard 
to  the  Present  Monetary  Situation  in  the  United  States. 


Abstract  of  Contents. 


Revenues  and  expenditures 

Pag* 

Remarks  on  gold  reserve  . . . . 

,,  sinking  fund 

Redemption  of  bonds  . . 

Circulation 

..  11 

National  banks  ..  ..  .. 

Internal  revenue. . . . . . 

Reduction  of  surplus 

Financial  depression  in  United  States.. 

Silver  legislation  in  United  States  .. 

Operations  under  Sherman  Act 

Exports  of  gold  . . . . . . . . 

..  20 

Money  in  circulation 

Gradual  substitution  of  silver  for  gold 

Criticisms  on  silver  legislation 

• . 

• • • 

, , 

..  22 

Chances  of  repeal  of  Sherman  Act 

..  23 

Appendices  A to  F . . . . . . 

24-35 

The  ordinary  revenues  of  the  United  States  during  the 
12  months  ending  June  30,  1892,  from  ail  sources  amounted  to 
425,868,260  dol.  22  c.  (85,173.6)22.),  and  the  expenditures  for 
the  same  period  were  415,953,806  dol.  56  c.  (83,190,761/.),  leaving 
a surplus  of  9,914,453  dol.  66  c (1,982,890/.). 

The  different  items  of  revenue  were 


From — 


Amount. 


Customs  . . . . . . , . . . . . 

Internal  revenue 

Profits  on  coinage,  bullion  deposits,  and  assays  . . 
Sales  of  public  lands  . . 

Fees — consular,  letters  patent,  and  land 

Sinking  fund  for  Pacific  railways  . . . . . . 

Tax  on  national  banks  . . 

Customs  fees,  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures 
Repayment  of  interest  by  Pacific  railways  . . 

Sales  of  Indian  lands  . . . . . . . . 

Soldiers’  home,  permanent  fund  . . . « . . 

Tax  on  seal-skins  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Immigrant  fund. . . . . . . . • 

Sales  of  Government  property 
Deposits  for  surveying  public  lands  . . 

Sales  of  ordnance  material  . . 

Sales  of  condemned  naval  vessels  . . . . . . 

Sale  of  ol  t custcm-bouse,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  . . 

Sale  of  land,  Brooklyn  navy-yard  ..  ..  .. 

S idthsonian  fund 

Navy  pension  and  navy  hospital  fund,  &c. 
Depredations  on  public  lands  . . 

The  District  of  Columbia 

Proceeds  District  of  Columbia  10-year  funding  bonds 
Miscellaneous  sources  . . 

Postal  service  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 


Total  receipts 


Dol. 

c. 

177,152,964 

15 

153,971,072 

57 

2,020,512 

39 

3,261,875 

53 

3,L30,437 

6 

1,828,771 

46 

1,261,338 

909,249 

11 

66 

962,437 

67 

847,813 

23 

194,385 

45 

46,749 

23 

330,128 

65 

236,498 

38 

149,966 

21 

101,242 

35 

31,854 

12 

64,000 

593,860 

0 

33 

200,000 

0 

1,118,155 

25 

61,623 

85 

2,967,044 

71 

2,412,744 

0 

783, 0^9 

83 

70,930,475 

98 

425,868,260 

22 
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The  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were 


For — 


Amount. 


Dol.  c. 


The  civil  establishment,  including  foreign  intercourse, 
public  buildidgs,  collecting  the  revenues,  deficiency  in 
postal  revenues,  rebate  of  tax  on  tobacco,  refund  of  direct 
taxes,  French  spoliation  claims,  District  of  Columbia,  and 
other  miscellaneous  expenses 

The  military  establishment,  including  rivers  and  harbours, 
forts,  arsenal*,  arid  seacoast  defences 

The  naval  establishment,  including  construction  of  new 
vessels,  machinery,  armament,  equipment,  and  improve- 
ment at  navy -yards  . . . . . . . , 

Indian  service  . . 

Pensions  . . 

Interest  on  the  public  debt 

Postal  service  , . . . . , . . . . , . , . 


Total  expenditures 


99,841,988 

61 

46,895,453 

30 

98 

67 

134.583,052 

79 

23,378,116 

23 

70,930,475 

98 

415,953,806 

56 

To  this  sum  was  added  16,232,721  dol.  (3,246,544/.)  deposited 
in  the  Treasury  under  the  Act  of  July  14,  1890  for  the  redemption 
of  National  Bank  notes ; 4,910  dol.  (982/.)  received  tor  4 per  cent, 
bonds  issued  for  interest  accrued  on  refunding  certificates  con- 
verted during  the  year,  and  14.418,383  dol.  32  c.  (2,883,676/.) 
taken  from  the  cash  balance  in  the  Treasury,  making  a total  of 
40.570,467  dol.  98  o.  (8,114,093/.),  which  was  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  Public  Debt  as  follows  : — 


Redemption  of — 

Amount. 

Dol. 

c. 

Bonds,  fractional  currency,  and  notes  for  the  sinking  fund 

37,574,179 

98 

Five-twenties  of  1862  .. 

1,300 

0 

Five-twenties  of  June,  1864  .. 

1,000 

0 

Consols  of  1 865  . . 

4,450 

0 

Consols  of  1867  . . 

7,500 

0 

Consols  of  1868 

2,000 

0 

Ten-forties  of  1864  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

2,200 

0 

National  Bank  notes  ..  ..  ..  .. 

2,977,838 

0 

Total 

40,570,467 

98 

As  compared  with  the  fiscal  year  1891  the  receipts  for  1892 
have  fallen  off  32,675,972  dol.  81  c.  (6,535,194/.),  as  follows  : — 


Expenditures- 


(1615) 
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UNITED  STATES, 


Table  showing  Increase  and  Decrease  of  Receipts  during  the 
Fiscal  Years  1891-92. 


Source. 

1891. 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Internal  revenue  

145,686,249  44 
65,931,785  72 

153,971,072  57 

8,284,823  13 

••• 

Postal  service 

Proceeds,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia 10-year  funding 

70,930,475  98 

4,998,690  26 

bonds 

Sale  of  land,  Brooklyn  navy- 

... 

2,412,744  0 

2,412,744  0 

... 

yard 

593,860  33 

593,860  33 

... 

Sales  of  Indian  lands 

602,545  38 

847,813  23 

245,267  85 

... 

Smithsonian  fund  

Interest  repaid  by  Pacific 

200,000  0 

200,000  0 

railroads  

823,904  4 

962,437  67 

138,533  63 

Registers’  and  receivers’  fees 
Revenues  of  District  of 

931,906  58 

1,066,403  51 

134,4  6 93 

Colu  bia  

2 853,897  74 

2,967.044  71 

113,146  97 

Customs  fines,  penalties,  &c. 
Sale  of  custom-house,  Mil- 

134,023 27 

227,030  71 

93,007  44 

waukee 

64  000  0 

64,000  0 

Immigrant  fund  

2°2*27l  0 

330,128  65 

37,857  65 

... 

Tax  on  national  banks 
Deposits  for  surveying 

1,236,042  60 

1,261,338  11 

25,295  51 

pubbc  lands ...  

131,412  80 

149.066  21 

18,543  41 

Mis  ellaneous  items 

l,*81  712  18 

1,962,838  93 

81,126  75 

Customs 

219,522,205  23 

177,452,964  15 

... 

42,069,241  8 

Profits  on  coinage  

7,701,991  82 

2,0-0  512  39, 

... 

5,681,479  43 

Sale  of  public  lands 

Nashville  and  Chattanooga 

4,029,535  41 

3,261.875  58 

... 

767,659  83 

Bailway  Company 
Sinking  fund,  Pacific  rail- 

500,000 0 

... 

500,000  0 

roads  

2,326.359  37 

1,828,771  46 

... 

497,587  91 

Tax  on  seal-skins  

Soldiers’  Home  permanent 

269,673  88 

46,749  23 

... 

222,924  65 

fund 

303,648  34 

194,3*5  45 

... 

114,262  89 

Customs  emolument  fees  ... 

277.040  79 

191,  91  45 

85  449  34 

Custom  house  fees  

Sale  of  condemned  naval 

555,057  76 

490,627  50 

... 

64,430  26 

vessels  

Sales  of  Government  pro- 

78,037 36 

31,854  12 

... 

46,183  24 

perty  

259,379  5 

236,498  38 

22,880  67 

Sales  of  ordnance  material  ... 

122,668  1 

101  242  35 

... 

21,425  66 

Fees  on  letters  patent 

1,305,255  81 

1,286.609  2 

18  646  79 

Consular  fees 

7a2,619  45 

777,424  53 

... 

5,194  92 

Total  

458,544,2  3 3 

425,868,260  22 

17,441,393  86 

50,117.366  67 

Net  decrease 

32,675  972  81 

... 

... 

There  was  a decrease  of  10,349,354  dol.  16  c.  (2,069,870/.)  in 
the  ordinary  expenditures  as  follows  : — 
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Table  showing  Increase  and  Decrease  of  Ordinary  Expenditures 
during  the  Fiscal  Years  1891-92. 


Source. 


1891. 


Dollars  c. 


Civil  Establishment. 


Legislative — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Executive  proper — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Department  of  State — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Foreign  intercourse 
Treasury  Department — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Independent  Treasury  ... 
Mints  and  ass^y  offices 
Territorial  governments  ... 
Salaries,  <fcc.,  internal  re- 

venue  j 

Rebate  of  tax  on  tobacco  ...j 
Refund  of  direct  tax 

Bounty  on  sugar  | 

Miscellaneous,  internal 

revenue  

Collecting  customs  re- 
venue   

Refunding  excess  of  de- 
posits   

Debentures  or  drawbacks 
Miscellaneous  items,  cus- 
toms   

Revenue  Cutter  Service  ... 
Regulating  immigration  ... 

Chinese  exclusion 

New  revenue  vessels 
Alien  contract-labour  laws 
Marine  Hospital  Service  ... 
Life-Saving  Service 
Lighthouse  Establishment 
Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey 
Steamboat  Inspection  Ser- 
vice  

Engraving  and  printing  ... 

Pubic  buildings  

Fuel,  <&c.,  public  buildings 
Custodians  and  ianitors  ... 
Furniture  for  public  build- 
ings   

Heating  apparatus,  public 

buildings 

Vaults,  safes,  <fcc.,  public 

buildings 

Propagation  of  food-fishes 

Fish  hatcheries  

National  Museum 

Zoological  Park  

Smithsonian  Institution  ... 
Columbian  Exposition 
Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission   

Expenses  of  Treasury 

notes  

Sinking  fund,  Pacific  rail- 
ways   

French  spoliation  claims  ... 
Miscellaneous  items 
War  Department — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Navy  Department — 

Salaries  and  expenses 
Interior  Department — 
Salaries  and  expenses 
Public  lan>is  service 
Colleges  for  agriculture  ... 

Eleventh  Census  

Miscellaneous  items 
Post  Office  Department- 
Salaries  and  expenses  ...1 
Deficiency  in  postal  re- 
venues   


8,156,598  43 

174,897  20 

141,332  21 
2,028,715  26 

3,158,832  65 
474,753  61 
1.392,353  35 
418,161  53 

4,003,475  65 
770,082  39 
11,521,496  92 


257,237  54  : 

6,964,248  71  j 

6,989,845  78  i 
4,925,439  50  I 

192,371  52 
886,166  26 
170,597  88 
48,949  2 
131,618  0 
61,500  0 
520,212  7 
998,567  11 
3,007,883  33 
479,655  14 

278,714  20 
1,081,052  65 
4,811,822  16 
629,942  24 
512,387  95 

274,415  50 

96,542  34 

50,000  0 
297,519  86 
53,174  6 
182,792  48 
69,700  0 
108,950  47 
169,378  31 

222,631  10 

218,362  60 

2.318,289  70 
1,085,240  42 
278,440  5 

2,646,361  96 

362,691  22 

4,733,335  52 
2,856,242  10 
1,081,000  0 
5,942,977  13 
668,150  59 

852,993  36 

4,741,772  8 


1892. 

Increase. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

7,683,514  32 

177,615  59 

2,718  39 

135,504  76 
1,742,400  25 

... 

3,210,408  77 
498,498  64  ' 
1,191.590  15 
199^384  68  , 

51,576  12 
23,745  3 

3,906,645  21 
348,856  5 
2,610,855  7 
7,342,077  79 

7,342,077  79 

204,283  21 

... 

6,646,276  5 

... 

3,007,218  81 
3,688,999  64 

... 

294,497  69 
993,942  82 
232,944  9 
63,021  70 
16,049  44 
98,660  0 
634,278  7 
1,059,698  20 
3,237,317  44 
526,069  53 

102,126  17 
107,776  56 
62,346  21 
14,072  68 

37,160  0 
114,066  0 
61,131  9 
229,434  11 
46,414  39 

273,869  79 
1,123,033  84 
6,319,276  94 
751,664  47 
610,721  63 

41,981  19 
1,507,454  78 
121,722  23 
98,333  68 

293,697  77 

19,282  37 

102,767  51 

6,225  17 

38,575  13 
305,851  61 
58,478  68 
189,227  6 
66,939  7 
113,880  23 
519,875  73 

8,331  75 
5,304  62 
6,434  58 

4,929  76 
350,497  42 

218,885  63 

... 

249,467  50 

31,104  90 

1,833,422  52 
102,440  74 
368,510  77 

90,070  72 

2,414,948  70 

380,539  63 

17,848  41 

4,774,279  84 
2,351,440  17 
1,01 7,000  0 
1,256,422  86 
669,066  61 

40,944  32 
*916  2 

876,817  41 

23,824  5 

4,051,489  71 

. 1. 

! 


Decrease. 


Dollars  c. 


473,084  11 


5,827  45 
286,315  1 


200,763  20 
218,776  85 

96,830  44 
421,226  34 
8,910,641  85 


52,954  33 

317,972  66 

3,982,626  97 
1,236,439  86 


115,568  56 


4,844  41 


11,424  87 


2,760  93 


3,745  47 


484,867  18 
982,799  68 


231,413  26 


504.801 

64,000 

4,686,554 


690,282  8? 
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Table  showing  Increase  and  Decrease  of  Ordinary  Expenditures 
during  the  Fiscal  Years  1891-92— continued. 


Source. 

1891. 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Civil  Establishment—* 

continued. 

• 

Mail  transportation, Pacific 

railroads 

1,343,888  31 

1.688,379  31 

344,491  0 

... 

Miscellaneous  items 

9,874  39 

772  1 

... 

9,102  38 

Department  of  Apiculture — 

Salaries  and  expenses 

1,797,147  1G 

i 2,943,862  47 

1,146,715  31 

... 

Department  of  Labour — 

Sala:i  s and  < xpenst  s 

143,682  50 

168,259  40 

24,576  90 

... 

Department  of  Justice — 

Salaries  and  expenses 

295,233  97 

277,482  19 

1 ... 

17,751  78 

Fees  of  supenisors  of 

elect  ons 

514,878  77 

79,503  49 

435,375  28 

Salaries  of  justices,  mar- 

shals,  &c 

884,250  6 

959,612  96 

75,362  90 

... 

Fees  and  expenses  of  mar- 

. 

shal3  

1,296,826  21 

934,679  68 

••• 

362,146  53 

Fees  of  witnesses 

1,318,767  70 

i 1,037,511  53 

••• 

281,256  17 

„ district  attorneys ... 

342,923  45 

301,884  58 

40,038  87 

jurots  

683.628  20 

599,509  51 

15,881  31 

,,  clerks  

304,307  21 

231  390  97 

... 

72,916  24 

,,  commissioners 

220,639  94 

137,626  10 

83,013  84 

Support  of  prisoners 

412,832  96 

374,287  51 

... 

38,545  45 

Judgments,  United  States 

Courts  

60.091  35 

3,617  0 

... 

56  474  35 

Miscellaneous  items 

383,813  69 

274,705  82 

... 

109,107  87 

District  of  Columbia — 

Salaries  and  expenses 

5,635,510  61 

6,331  960  56 

696,449  95 

Ten  year  funding  bonds  ... 

... 

2,412,744  0 

2,412,744  0 

... 

Total  

110,048,167  49 

99,841,989  61 

15.286,071  88 

25,492,250  76 

Militart  Establishment. 

Pay  Department  

14.606.421  69 

13,936,795  73 

669,625  96 

Subsistence  Department 

1,685,577  24 

1,524,040  97 

... 

161,5^6  27 

Quartermaster’s  Department 

9,234,600  50 

7,209,849  70 

... 

2,024,750  80 

Medical  Department 

807,406  49 

681,989  38 

125,417  11 

Ordnance  Department 

2,869  618  0 

4 694,947  27 

1,825,329  27 

Engineer’s  Department 

676,465  81 

878,562  43 

202,096  62 

Signal  Service 

753.284  70 

31,697  62 

721,587  8 

Military  Academy  

236,399  14 

317,471  85 

81**072  71 

Improving  harbours 

3,490,162  52 

4,473,678  42 

983,515  90 

,,  rivers  

8,760,464  71 

8.543,530  6 

... 

216,934  65 

Military  posts 

652,615  40 

630,744  53 

21,870  87 

Expenses  of  recruiting 
Records  ol  the  Rebellion 

104, s41  48 
199,560  38 

1-0,709  27 
187,439  62 

15,867  79 

12,120  76 

National  Home  for  Disabled 

Soldiers  

2,600,588  95 

2,067,444  53 

533,144  42 

State  homes  for  disabled 

soldiers  

481,822  42 

458.331  34 

23.489  8 

Sup>  ort  of  Soldiers’  Home  ... 

308,458  44 

194,254  43 

114,204  1 

Soldiers’  Home,  permanent 

fund 

208,330  0 

120,900  0 

87,430  0 

76,487  91 
146,940  70 

Soldiers’  Home,  interest 

account  

Horses  lost  in  service 

69,830  93 
77,365  95 

72,879  55 
878  4 

3,048  62 

Miscellaneous  items 

896,250  26 

749,309  56 

... 

Total  

48,720,065  1 

j 46,895,456  30 

3,110,930  91 

4,935,539  62 

Naval  Establishment. 

1 

Increase  of  the  Navy 

Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks... 
„ Equipment 

10,609.197  15 
1,208  500  88 
1,158810  3 
217,476  73 

1,283,438  85 

13,756,499  90 
1,445  358  35 
l,l’63,61«  82 

3,147,302  75 
236,857  47 

95,193  21 

„ Navigation 

,,  Construction  and 

Repair  

253,286  55 
1,206,735  82 

35,809  82 

76,703  3 

Bureau  of  Ordnance 

,,  Steam  Engineer- 
ing ...  

410,443  19 
670,260  57 

6 1 0,095  18 
763,110  27 

199,651  99 
92,849  70 

Bureau  of  Provisions  and 

Clothing  

1,461,192  47 

1,575,064  12  ' 

113,871  65 
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Table  showing  Increase  and  Decrease  of  Ordinary  Expenditures 
during  the  Fiscal  Years  1891-92 — continued. 


Source. 

1891. 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

Dollars  c. 

1 Dollars  c. 

Naval  Establishment— 
continued. 

Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Sur- 
gery   

Marine  Corps 

Naval  Academy  ... 

Pay  of  the  Navy  

Miscellaneous  items 

230,553  15 
930,886  28 
274.544  76 
7,210,291  36 
418,301  4 

219,006  99 
878,987  78 
224,378  32 
7,041,529  49 
136,469  39 

11,546  16 
51,898  50 
50,166  44 
168,761  87 
311,831  65 

Total  

26,113,896  46 

29,174,138  98 

3,826,343  38 

766,100  86 

Indian  Service 

Pensions  

Interest  on  the  public  debt... 

8,527,469  1 
124,41  %95l  40 
37,547,135  37 

11,150,577  67 
134.583.052  79 
23,37*, li6  23 

2.623,108  66 
10,167,101  39 

14,169,019  14 

Grand  total  

355,372,684  74 

345,023,330  58 

35,013,556  22  | 

45,362,910  38 

Net  decrease 

10,349,354  16 

Fiscal  Year,  1893. 


In  the  present  fiscal  year  the  revenues  were  estimated  by  Mr. 
Foster,  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  follows: — - 


Customs  . . 

Internal  revenue 
Miscellaneous  sources 
Postal  service  . . 


From — 


Amount. 


Dol.  c. 


198.000. 000  0 

165.000. 000  0 

20,000,000  0 
80,886,350  44 


Total  estimated  revenues. . • . . . . . 

463,336,350  44 

and  the  expenditures  for  the  same  period  were  estimated  as 
follows : — 

For — 

Amount, 

The  civil  establishment 
The  military  establishment 
The  naval  establishment  . . 

The  Indian  service 

Pensions  . . . . . . . . 

Interest  on  the  public  debt  . . . . . . 

Postal  service  . . 

Total  estimated  expenditures 

Leaving  an  estimated  surplus  for  the  year  of  . . 

Dol.  c. 

108.000. 000  O 

49.000. 000  O 

31.000. 000  O 

9,000,000  O 

158.000. 000  0 

26.000. 000  O 

80,336,350  44 

461,336,350  44 

2,000,000  0 

Estimates  f<  r 
1893. 
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UNITED  STATES, 


Estimates  foj? 
1894. 


The  following  is  Mr.  Fosters’  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  1894. 


Receipts. 


From — 

Amount. 

Customs  . . . . . . . . . . 

Internal  revenue 
Miscellaneous  sources  . . 

Postal  service  . . . . . . . . 

Dol. 

210,000,000 

175,000,000 

20,000,000 

85,121,365 

c. 

0 

0 

0 

38 

Total  estimated  revenues  . . 

•• 

•• 

•• 

490,121,365 

38 

Appropriations  for  the  same  period  based  on  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  various  Executive  Departments  as  follows  : — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Dol. 

c. 

Dol. 

c. 

Legislative  establishment 

# # 

3,748,414 

71 

Executive  establishment — 

Executive  proper 

. . 

162,120 

0 

State  Department 

145,350 

0 

Treasury  Department 

9,054,691 

10 

War  Department 

. . 

2,252,206 

0 

Navy  Department 

, , 

427,580 

0 

Interior  Department. . 

. . 

4,929,494 

0 

Post-Office  Department  .. 

891,990 

0 

Department  of  Agriculture.. 

. . 

3,315,500 

0 

,,  Justice 

188,900 

0 

„ Labour 

, , 

16  ,470 

0 

21,528,301 

10 

J udicinl  establishment . . 

664, 600 

0 

Foreign  intercourse 

# # 

1,737,079 

90 

Military  establishment . . 

26,301.855 

86 

Naval  establishment 

, , 

23,671,315 

21 

Indian  affairs  . . 

8.123,211 

31 

Pensions . . 

166,831,350 

0 

Public  works — 

Legislative 

1,232,900 

0 

Treasury  Department 

. . 

5,500,365 

0 

War  Department 

. . 

10,233,413 

9 

Navy  Department 

800,183 

0 

Interior  Department. . 

262.812 

63 

Department  of  Justice 

, . 

1,000 

0 

18,030,673 

72 

Miscellaneous — 

Legislative 

3,031,673 

82 

Treasury  Department 

• « 

11,747,250 

68 

War  Department 

. . 

5,582.204 

77 

Interior  Department. . 

3,158,466 

0 

Department  of  Justice 

• • 

5,254,000 

0 

District  of  Columbia 

, # 

6,733,544 

66 

— — I 

35,507,139 

93 

Postal  service 

, , 

84,249,119 

67 

Permanent  annual  appropriations — 

Interest  on  the  public  debt . . 

26,771,293 

92 

Refunding  — customs,  internal 

revenue,  &c. 

12,781,300 

0 

Collecting  revenue  from  customs 

5,500,000 

0 ! 

Miscellaneous 

21,815,680 

0 

66,868,273 

92 

Total  estimated  appropriations, 

exclusive  of  sinking  fund 

•• 

•• 

457,261,335 

33 

Or  an  estimated  surplus  of 

32,860,030 

5 

To  which  add  cash  balance  above 

gold  reserve,  June  30,  1893 

•• 

•• 

20,992,377 

3 

Making  an  estimated  available 

balance  of 

••j 

•• 

53,852,407 

8 

From  which  deduct  accrued  and 

accruing  obligations,  estimated 

as  j 

follows : — 

I 

Redemption  of  past- due  bonds,  frac- 

tional currencv,  and  National  Bank 

notes  . , 

5,000,000 

0 i 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Probability 
deficit  for 
1894. 


Advisability 
of  increasing 
gold  reserve. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Dol.  c. 

Dol.  e. 

Probable  payment  on  mail-subsidy 

contracts,  not  embraced  inforegoing 

estimates  . . . . . . . . 

1,000,000  0 

6,000,000  0 

Leaving 

•• 

47,852,407  8 

of  Against  this,  however,  there  is  a charge  of  40,000,000  dol. 
(8,000,000/.)  contract  liabilities  alrea  ly  appropriated  for,  and  this 
charge  upon  the  Treasury  for  1894  must  further  be  augmented 
by  whatever  deficiences  may  be  required  by  the  course  of  business 
in  the  several  departments.  These  deficiencies,  according  to  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  dated  March  3,  1893,  have, 
including  the  pension  deficiency,  averaged  during  the  past  five 
sessions  of  congress  25,000,000  dol.  (5,000,000/.)  each  year.  To 
this  must  be  added  the  amount  of  miscellaneous  appropriations 
which,  according  to  the  same  report  have  averaged  7,00Q,O0<>  dol. 
(1,400,00(7.)  each  session  for  the  past  5 years.  It  seems,  there- 
fore, probable  unless  the  receipts  increase  beyond  all  calculations, 
that  there  will  be  a large  deficit  on  June  30,  1894. 

Mr.  Foster  makes  the  following  remarks  in  his  Annual  Report, 
dated  December  5,  1892,  in  regard  to  his  estimates  of  receipts  for 
1894 : — 

“ The  estimated  receipts  are  based  upon  conditions  prevailing 
prior  to  the  late  election.  Public  opinion  having  decreed  a change 
of  policy,  particularly  in  the  tariff  laws,  the  altered  conditions 
resulting  therefrom  render  it  impossible  at  the  present  time  to 
estimate  the  annual  income  with  any  marked  degree  of  accuracy, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  predict  the  effect  that  such  proposed  radical 
changes  would  have  upon  the  future  revenues  of  the  Government. 

“ Under  all  of  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  inappropriate  in 
me  to  undertake  to  make  an  estimate  other  than  as  alieady  stated, 
but  it  is  not  out  of  place  to  remark  that  the  business  community 
having  a full  knowledge  of  proposed  tariff  reductions,  the  inevit- 
able result  will  be  a falling  off  in  importations  and  a corresponding 
decrease  in  the  revenues.  The  extent  of  this  decrease  no  one 
will  be  able  to  measure  until  business  shall  again  adjust  itself  to 
new  conditions.” 

A few  months  later  Mr.  Foster  admitted  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  that  there  would  be  a deficit  at  the  end  ot  the 
fiscal  year  1894,  and  he  said  that  if  he  had  the  management  of  the 
Treasury  in  the  future,  he  should  insist  upon  an  increase  of  the 
annual  revenue  to  the  extent  of  50,1)00,000  dol.  (10,000,000/.)  to 
meet  it,  and  also  to  strengthen  the  gold  reserve. 

In  his  annual  report  Mr.  Foster  makes  the  following  observa- 
tions in  regard  to  the  advisability  of  increasing  the  gold 
reserve : — 
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44  One  of  the  embarrassments  to  the  Treasury,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary,  is  the  inability,  with  the  limited  amount  of  cash 
on  hand  above  the  100,000,000  dol.  reserve,  to  keep  up  a sufficient 
gold  supply.  When  the  demand  comes  for  the  exportation  of 
gold  the  Treasury  is  called  upon  to  furnish  it.  If  this  demand 
should  prove  to  be  as  large  during  the  coming  year  as  it  has  been 
for  the  past  two  years,  gold  in  the  Treasury  would  be  diminished 
to  or  below  the  reserve  line. 

“ The  status  of  this  reserve  and  its  amount  have  recently  been 
subjects  of  discussion.  In  the  Bank  Act  of  1882  Congress  gave 
expression  to  its  belief  that  100,000,000  dol.  in  gold  was  a suit' 
able  reserve,  by  providing  that  whenever  the  amount  of  gold  in 
the  Treasury  should  fall  below  that  sum  the  issue  of  gold  certi- 
ficates should  cerse.  In  1885  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
adopted  the  practice  of  reporting  100,000,000  dol.  of  the  gold  in 
the  Treasury  as  a 4 reserve  for  the  redemption  of  United  States 
notes,’  and  recently  the  majority  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of 
the  present  House  of  Representatives  expressed  the  opinion  that 
under  existing  law  the  maintenance  of  this  reserve  is  obligatory. 

u But,  if  100,000,000  dol.  in  gold  was  a suitable  or  necessary 
reserve  in  1882  and  in  1885,  it  would  seem  clear  that  a greater 
reserve  is  necessary  now.  It  should  be  remembered  that  since 
1882  we  have  aided  to  our  silver  circulation  the  sum  of 
259,016,182  dol.  in  standard  silver  dollars  coined  under  the  old 
Silver  Act  of  1878.  These  dollars  are  nearly  all  outstanding,  and 
largely  represented  by  silver  certificates.  We  have  also  increased 
the  legal  tender  paper  circulation  by  issuing  about  120,000,000 
del.  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorised  by  the  Act  of  July  14, 
1&90,  and  to  this  we  are  adding  abnut  4,000,000  dol.  each  month 
in  payment  of  silver  bullion  purchased. 

“ It  is  true  that  silver  certificates  are  not.  redeemable  in  gold, 
and  that  the  Treasury  notes  of  1890  are  redeemable  in  coin  ; but 
since  it  has  been  declared  to  be  the  established  policy  of  the 
United  States  to  maintain  the  two  metals,  silver  and  gold,  on  a 
parity  with  each  other,  it  is  obvious  that  this  large  addition  to 
our  circulation  has  increased  the  possible  charge  upon  our  gold 
reserve. 

4‘In  view,  therefore,  of  these  increased  and  increasing  liabilities, 
the  reserve  in  the  Treasury  for  the  redemption  of  the  Govern- 
ment obligations  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  increased  to  the  extent 
of  at  least  20  percent,  of  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued 
and  to  be  issued  under  the  Act  of  July  14,  1890. 

44  As  will  he  seen  by  the  estimates  submitted,  the  receipts  of 
the  current  and  the  next  fiscal  year  are  not  likely,  if  present  con- 
ditions continue,  to  fall  below  expenditures.  Yet  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  surplus  for  this  year  will  he  small  upon  the  basis 
stated,  with  the  probability  of  a falling- off  in  receipts  for  causes 
mentioned,  I think  the  revenues  should  he  so  increased  as  to 
enable  the  Treasury  Department  to  maintain  a gold  reserve  of  not 
less  than  125,000,000  dol.,  and  to  maintain  a comfortable  working 
balance  in  the  Treasury  cash.  As  a general  revision  of  our 
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customs  laws  is  now  probable,  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  suggest 
any  special  method  for  increasing  the  revenue,  though  I should 
otherwise  think  that  an  additional  tax  on  whisky,  which  could 
be  collected  without  additional  cost,  would  furnish  an  easy 
method.” 

Sinking  Fund . 

By  an  Act  of  February  25,  1862,  1 per  cent,  of  the  entire 
debt  of  the  United  States  must  be  annually  set  aside  as  a sinking 
fund,  and  applied  to  the  purchase  or  payment  of  the  Public  Debt 
in  such  a manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  from 
time  to  time  direct. 

Sinking  fund  The  total  requirements  of  the  fund  to  June  30,  1892,  as  shown 
requirements,  by  the  appended  table,  aggregate  921,394,426  dol.  34  c. 

(184,878,885/.).  The  bonds  and  other  securities  annually 
applied  to  the  fund,  including  interest  paid  thereon,  aggregate 
935,337,061  dol.  (187,067,412/.),  and  the  total  redemption  of  the 
debt,  including  amounts  applied  to  the  fund  since  August  31, 
i860,  when  the  debt  attained  its  highest  point,  aggregated 
1,914,905,107  dol.  (382,981,021/.),  ' or  990,510 ,681  dol. 
(198,102,136/.)  more  than  was  required  to  be  paid  by  the  terms 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  Act 


Statement  showing  the  Annual  Requirements  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  the  Amount  of  Bonds  and  other  Securities  applied 
thereto,  the  Interest  and  Premium  paid  thereon,  and  the  Total 
Amount  Expended  for  the  Fund  from  April  1,  1869,  to  June 
30,  1892. 


Annual 

Requirement. 

Applications  to  the  Funds. 

Fiscal  Year. 

Bonds  and 
other  Securities 

Interest  and 
Premiums  Paid. 

Total  Amount 
Applied. 

1869 

Dolars  c. 
6,725,809  63 

Dollars  c. 
8.691,000  0 

Dollars  c. 
1,511  243  23 

Dollars  c. 
10,202,243  23 

18(0 

... 

... 

... 

... 

27,660,879  14 
28, *74, 562  78 

28,151,900  0 

4,098,057  22 

3 2, 24 9,9.i7  22 

1871 

... 

... 

... 

... 

29,936,250  0 

2,910,413  73 

32,846,663  73 

1872 

• •• 

... 

... 

29,958,137  82 

32,618,450  0 

4,365,958  72 

36,984,408  72 

1873 

• •• 

... 

... 

... 

30, 22.', 250  79 
30,852,447  93 
31,519,501  18 

28,678,000  0 

4,063,643  62 

32,741,643  62 

lt74 

... 

... 

... 

... 

12,936,450  0 

1,617,659  83 
353,061  56 

14,554,109  83 

18(5 

... 

... 

... 

25  170,400  0 

25,523,461  56 

1876 

... 

... 

... 

33  *84,775  82 

32,183,488  9 

257,517  91 

32,441,006  0 

1877 

... 

... 

... 

... 

33,7-9  833  20 

24,498,910  5 

5,776  52 

24,504.686  57 

1878 

... 

... 

... 

... 

35,429,001  80 

17,012,634  57 

809  92 

17,013.444  49 
723,971  76 

1879 

... 

... 

36,955,604  63 

723,662  99 

308  77 

1880 

... 

... 

... 

... 

40,135,450  0 

73,904,617  41 

3.731,272  2 

77,635,889  43 

1881 

... 

... 

... 

42.737,616  13 
44,905.330  76 

1 74,480,351  5 

1,768,670  39 

76,249,021  44 

1882 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 60,137,855  55 

612,039  53 

60,749  »95  8 

1883 

... 

45,389,026  0 

! 44,8  <7,256  96 

329,i61  48 

45,227,018  44 

1884 

... 

n 

.. 

46,486.536  4 

46.790,229  50 

318  879  93 

47,109,109  43 
45,875,702  75 

1885 

... 

... 

... 

47,393,186  83 

45,604  035  43 

27 1 667  32 

1886 

... 

... 

... 

44,872,  10  64 

44  551  043  36 

242.487  15 

4 <,793,530  81 

1887 

... 

... 

... 

46,537,849  60 

47,903,248  15 

232,083  42 

48.135,331  57 
43.818,142  98 

18-8 

... 

... 

... 

46,818,149  18 

43,732  550  0 

3,085,592  98 

1889 

... 

... 

... 

... 

47.804,172  99 

39,006,173  35 

8,737,953  4 

47.8-4  126  39 

1890 

... 

... 

.. 

48,321,127  76 

39,847.839  50 

8,473,  06  6 

48,321,345  56 
| 49,077.061  59 

1891 

... 

... 

... 

49.077,301  37 

44  006  111  37 

5,070,950  22 

1892 

... 

... 

... 

... 

49.063,114  32 

37,574,179  98 

181,109  2 

1 37,755,289  0 

Total 

... 

... 

... 

924,394,426  34 

883,096,637  31 

52,240,423  89 

j 935,337,061  20 

WASHINGTON. 
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Amount. 


The  total  debt  of  the  United  States,  less  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  at  its  maximum  point,  August  31,  1865,  was . . 
On  J une  30,  1892,  it  was 


Dol. 

2,756,431,571 

841,526,463 


c. 


43 

60 


Making  a reduction  of  the  debt,  less  cash  in  the  Treasury,  I 

of  jl, 914, 905, 107  83 

Or  990,510,681  dol.  49  c.  more  than  the  requirements  of  ! 
the  sinking  fund  called  for. 


Mr.  Foster  in  hi3  report  strongly  urges  the  repeal  of  the  Act  Repeal  of 
<f  in  view  of  the  very  large  decrease  of  the  debt  already  effected 
in  excess  of  the  legal  requirements  of  the  Act,  coupled  with  the  Mr.  Foster. 5 
probable  future  condition  of  the  national  finances.” 

The  following  table  shows  the  sinking  fund  account  for  the  Sinking  fund 
fiscal  year  1892 ““°2unt  fOT 

Debtor. 


Date. 

Description. 

Amount. 

To  balance  from  last  year  . . 

Dol.  c. 

0 4 

July  1,1891  ... 

To  1 per  cent,  on  the  principal  of  the 
Public  Debt  on  June  30,  1891,  less  coin 
and  currency  certificates  held  in  cash, 
and  cash  available  for  the  reduction  of 
the  debt,  viz.,  905,806,560  dol.  61  c.  . . 

To  interest  on  redemption  prior  to  fiscal 
year  1892 

9,058,065  61 

June  30,  1892  . . 

38,917,459  24 

To  interest  on  37,574,179  dol.  98  c., 
amount  of  debt  paid  during  the  fiscal 
year  1892  . . 

1,087,589  47 

Total  . . 

49,063,114  36 

Creditor. 


Date. 

Description. 

Amount. 

June  30,  1892  . . 

By  principal  of  bonded  debt  redeemed  in 
1892  ..  . . 

Dol.  o. 

24,310,800  0 

By  accrued  interest  thereon 

180,412  20 

By  fractional  currency  and  notes  re- 
deemed in  1892  . . 

8,496  98 

By  accrued  interest  thereon 

696  82 

By  National  Bank  notes  redeemed 

13,254,883  0 

By  balance  . . . . . . . . 6 . 

ll,3u7,825  36 

Total 

49,063,114  36 
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Absence  of 
revenues  to 
meet  sinking 
fund  charge. 


Bedemption 
of  bonds. 


Annual 

interest 

charge. 

Money  in 
circulation. 


The  balance  due  to  the  sinking  fund  June  30,  1892,  was 
11,307,825  dol.  36  c.  (2,261 ,565/.).  and  the  requirements  of  the 
fund  for  the  fiscal  year  i 893  have  been  estimated  bv  Mr.  Foster 
at  48,693,000  dol.  ( 0,738,600/),  showing  that  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year  1893  there  will  be  due  to  the  sinkingfund,  60,000,000  dol. 
(12,000,000/.).  Add  to  this  the  estimated  requirements  of  the 
fund  for  1894  (48,700,000  dol.),  and  there  will  be  due  to  the  sinking 
fund  on  June  30,  1894,  a little  more  than  100,000,000  dol. 
(20,000,000/.),  with  no  available  revenues  to  meet  such  a charge. 


Loans  and  Currency. 

Since  March  1,  1889,  when  the  Bepublican  Party  came  into 
power,  there  have  been  purchased  and  cancelled  United  States 
bonds  of  the  face  value  of  233,729,150  dol.  (46,745,830/.),  for  which 
there  was  expended  the  sum  of  270,952,431  dol.  (54,190,586/.). 
Of  the  bonds  so  purchased  1*21,615,950  dol.  (24,323,190/)  were 
4 per  cents.,  and  112,113,200  dol.  (22,422,640/.)  4-J  per  cents. 
The  expenditure  was  55,352,493  dol.  (11,070,598/.)  less  than  the 
sum  which  would  be  required  to  redeem  the  bonds  and  pay  interest 
thereon  to  the  date  of  their  maturity. 

25,504,700  dol.  (5,100,940/.)  4J  per  cent,  bonds  were  re- 
deemed at  par  during  the  same  period,  and  a further  amount  of 
25,364,500  dol.  (5,072,900/.)  of  the  same  loan  has  been  continued 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Government  to  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  2 per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  annual  interest  charge  on  March  1,  1889,  was  34,578,459 
dol.  (6,915,691/.);  at  the  end  of  November,  1892,  it  was 
22,893,990  dol.  (4,578,798/.). 

'The  volume  of  money  in  circulation  has  increased  during  the 
12  months  ended  November  1,  1892,  as  shown  by  the  following 
table 


Description. 

Amount. 

j Nov.  1,  1891. 

1 

Nov.  1,  1892. 

Gold  coin  . . . . . . . . 

Standard  silver  dollars 
Subsidiary  silver 

Gold  certificates  . . . . . . 

Silver  certificates 
Treasury  notes,  1890 
Uniied  States  notes  .. 

Currency  certificates,  June  8,  1872 
National  Bank  notes. . 

Dollars. 
406,770,367 
62,135,461 
62,105,136 
136,100,319 
321 142,642 
66,473,484 
332,553,989 
10,7H5,«  00 
166,445,763 

Dollars. 

411,252,197 

61,672,455 

65,985,403 

120,255,349 

324,552,532 

114,567,423 

332,0S0,234 

10,550,000 

165,224,137 

Total  . . . . . . • . 

1,564,492,161 

1,606,139,735 

The  principal  changes  are  in  gold  certificates  and  Treasury 
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notes  of  the  Act  of  July  14,  1890.  Of  the  former  there  is  a 
decrease  of  15.844,970  dol.  (3,168,994/.),  and  of  the  latter  an 
increase  of  48,093,939  dol.  (9,618,787/.). 

The  increase  in  circulation  since  March  1,  1889,  was 
201,933,839  dol.  (40,386,767/.),  of  which  152,048,345  dol. 
(30,409,669/.)  was  paper  money.  The  amount  of  paper  money 
held  in  the  Treasury,  March  1,  1889,  was  nearly  30,000,000  dol. 
greater  than  on  November  1,  1892,  while  the  net  increase  in  the 
issue  was  122,366,433  dol.  (24,473,28 6/.).  A notable  fact,  ac- 
cording to  the  Secretary’s  report,  connected  with  this  increase  is 
the  large  quantity  of  notes  of  the  smaller  denomination  added  to 
the  volume  of  money,  while,  at  the  same  time,  there  has  been  a 
decrease  in  the  higher  denominations.  This  is  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table : — 


Table  showing  the  Amounts  of  Paper  Currency,  by  Denomi- 
nations, out?tanding  on  March  1,  1889,  and  on  November  1, 
1892,  and  the  changes  during  that  Period. 


Denomination. 

Outstanding- 
March  1, 
1880. 

Outstanding  J 
November  1, 
1892.  | 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Dollars. 

Dollars.  J 

Dollars.  | 

Dollars. 

l’s  (Ones) 

31,438,141  ; 

40,460,624 

... 

1 9,022,483 

2’s  (Twos)  

22.986,476 

31,629,049  | 

I 8,642,573 

6’s  (Fives) 

204  567,948 

i 242,635,169  ! 

I 38,067.221 

10’s  (Tens) 

246,407,325 

[ 291,553,306 

i 45,145,981 

20’s  (Twenties)  

191.306,8^0 

1 223,171,280 

31,864,400 

50’s  (Fifties)  

49,129,090 

42,012,665 

7,116,425 

1 

100’s  (One  hundreds)  

68,863,870 

75,679,070 

6,815,200 

500's  (Five  hundreds)  

25  883,500 

22,329,000 

3,554,500 

1000’s  (One  thousands)  

53,597,000 

50,921,500 

2,675,500 

5000's  (Five  thousands)  

35,385,000 

28,380,000 

7,005,000 

10000’s  (Ten  thousands)  

65,900,000 

69,060,000 

3,160,000 

Total  

995,465,230 

j 1,117,831,662 

20,351,425 

1 142,717,858 

Less  decrease  

20,351,425 

Net  increase  

... 

122,366,433 

National  Banks . 

163  banks  with  an  aggregate  capital  of  15,285,000  dol. 
(3,057,000/.),  were  organised  in  the  United  States  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1892.  53  went  into  voluntary 

liquidation  and  17  became  insolvent,  leaving  a net  increase  of  93 
for  the  year. 

Of  the  new  banks  organised  during  the  year,  about  one-half 
were  west  of  the  Mississipi  River,  and  35  per  cent,  were  in  the 
Southern  States. 

The  total  number  of  banks  in  operation  October  31,  1892,  was  Tota|  mimber 
3,788,  having  an  aggregate  capital  of  693,868,665  dol.  of  banks 
(138,773,733/.),  and  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  340,524,179  orgfini9e<i- 
dol.  (68,104,835/.).  The  total  amount  of  individual  deposits 
was  1,765,422,983  dol.  (353,084,596/.);  total  bank  deposits 
530,653,202  dol.  (106,130,640/.),  and  total  resources  3,510,094,897 
dol.  (702,018,979/.).  The  national  bank  circulation  outstanding 
(1615)  B 
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shows  a net  increase  of  10,487,286  dol.  (2,097,445/.),  and  the 
gold  held  hy  the  banks,  as  compared  with  last  year,  shows  an 
increase  of  21,994,115  dol.  (4,398,821/.).  Surplus  and  undivided 
profits,  increase  9,663,020  dol.  (1,932,604/.);  individual  deposits, 
increase  177,104.902  dol.  (35,420,980);  bank  deposits,  increase 
100,058,428  dol.  (20,011,685/.). 

Internal  Revenue. 

The  receipts  from  the  several  objects  of  taxation  under  the 
Internal  Revenue  Laws  for  the  fiscal  years  ended  June  30,  1891 
and  1892  were  as  follows  - 


Objects  of  Taxation. 

Fiscal  Year  ended  June  30 — 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1891. 

1892. 

Distilled  spirits  

Manufactured  tobacco 
Fermented  1 quors 

Oleomargarine 

Miscellaneous 

Dollars  c. 
83,335,963  64 
32,796,270  97 
28.565,129  92 
1,077,924  14 
260,127  30 

Dollars  c. 
91,309,983  65 
31,000,493  7 
30,037,432  77 
1,266,326  0 
243,288  86 

Dollars  c. 
7,974,020  1 

1,472,322  85 
188,401  86 

Dollars  c. 
1,795,777  90 

1 6,83  3 44 

Total  

146,035,415  97 

153,857,544  35 

7,822,128  38 

Recapitulation. 


Amount. 


The  receipts  from  all  sources  of  internal  revenue  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  Juni  30,  1892,  were 

The  receipts  from  the  same  sources  for  fiscal  year  ended 
.Tune  30,  1891,  were  ...  

Making  an  increase  in  the  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  just 
ended  of 

Dollars  c. 
153,857,544  35 
146,035,415  97 

7,822,128  38 

According  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  late  Secretary  of 
• the  Treasury,  the  receipts  from  all  sources  of  internal  revenues  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1893,  will  aggregate  165,000,000 
dol.  (33,000,000/.). 

Total  The  total  production  of  distilled  spirits,  exclusive  of  fruit 

of^  D't1011  brandies  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1892,  was  114,769,041 
taxable  gallons  ; the  total  production  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30,  1891,  was  115,962,389  gallons,  making  a decrease  in  the 
production  of  1,193,348  gallons  for  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Production  of  There  were  also  produced  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  J une  30, 
fruit  brandies.  i892)  1,310,437  gallons  of  apple  brandy,  99,398  gallons  of  peach 
brandy,  and  2,257,630  gallons  of  grape  brandy,  making  a total 
production  of  3,667,465  gallons  of  brandy  from  fruits. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1892,  5,925  distilleries 
of  all  kinds  were  operated;  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year  3.819  dis- 
tilleries only  were  operated,  showing  an  increase  of  2,106  dis- 
tilleries for  the  last  fiscal  year.  The  greater  portion  of  this 
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increase  arose  from  the  large  number  of  fruit  distilleries  operated 
during  the  year. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  produced  31,856,6156  Production  of 
barrels  of  beer  in  the  United  States.  The  number  of  barrels  becr‘ 
produced  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1891,  was  30,497,209, 
making  an  increased  production  for  the  last  fiscal  year  of 
1,359,417  barrels. 

The  total  receipts  from  the  taxes  on  tobacco,  cigars,  cigarettes,  Receipts  from 
snuff,  &c.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1892,  were  31,000,493  tobacc‘0>  &c- 
dol.  (6,200,098/.),  a decrease  of  1,795,777  dol.  (359,155/.)  compared 
with  the  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1891.  This 
decrease  is  attributed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
operations  of  the  Act  of  October  1,  1890. 

The  principal  features  of  the  last  four  financial  years  have  been  Reduction  of 
the  gradual  shrinkage  of  the  surplus  and  the  increase  in  the  the  surplus 
Government  expenditures.  _ foT/efrf 

In  the  spring  of  1889,  when  the  Republican  Party  came  into 
power,  there  was  a surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  upwards  of 

100.000. 000  dols.  Last  year  it  was  barely  10,000,000.  This 
year  it  will  hardly  reach  2,000,000  dols.,  and  next  year  there  will 
probably  be  a deficit. 

The  chief  causes  of  this  change  have  been  the  extravagance  °f  reduction  of 
the  51st  and  52nd  Congresses,  the  reduction  in  revenues  due  to  surplus, 
the  McKinley  Act,  and  the  enormous  increase  in  the  payment  of 
pensions.  From  1872-79  the  sum  annually  paid  for  pensions  by  Amount  paid 
the  United  States  Government  did  not  exceed  30,000,000  dol.  In  in  pensions. 
1891  it  had  risen  to  124,415,000  dol.,  and  during  the  present 
fiscal  year  it  reached  a total  of  over  160,000,000  dol.  15  years 
after  the  war  there  were  250,800  pensioners  on  the  roll.  4 years 
ago  there  were  less  than  500,000,  and  this  year  there  are  over 

900.000. 


Remarks  on  the  present  Monetary  Situation  in  the  United  Stales. 

The  present  fiscal  year  has  been  marked  by  great  financial  Financial 
depression  in  the  United  States.  There  has  been  a vast  fall  in  all  unitcdState' 
sorts  of  securities  dealt  in  on  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange,  c 
amounting,  according  to  a leading  New  York  newspaper,  to  a 
depreciation  of  no  less  than  700,000,000  dol.  Failures  have  been 
numerous  all  over  the  country,  the  total  liabilities  of  all  the  failures 
which  occurred  during  the  first  6 months  of  lb93  amounting  to 
1 68, 0(  0,000  dols.,  against  62,000,000  dol.  for  the  same  period  in 
1892,  showing  an  increase  of  106,000,000  dol.  Two  great  rail- 
road systems,  the  Richmond  Terminal  and  the  Reading  have 
collapsed,  and  many  other  roads  have  been  seriously  affected. 

The  National  Cordage  Company,  an  enormous  industrial  concern, 
has  been  forced  into  liquidation.  Many  western  Land  Companies 
have  suspended,  and  their  suspension  has  been  followed  by  the 
stoppage  of  innumerable  small  western  banks  which  were  doing 
business  with  too  much  credit  and  too  little  capital.  In  short, 
the  year  has  been  most  disastrous. 
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A variety  of  causes  lias  brought  about  this  state  of  affairs.  A 
sh  »rt  corn  cop  and  the  low  price  of  cotton  last  autumn  cut  down 
railroad  earnings  and  caused  much  loss  to  the  cotton  mills.  The 
iron  and  steel  industries  became  congested  owing  to  the  sudden 
cessation  of  railway  extension.  The  farmers  in  the  west  found  it 
hard  to  meet  their  debts,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  wheat,  and 
money  was  needed  to  give  them  relief.  The  balance  of  merchan- 
dise trade  for  the  first  time  in  many  years  began  to  set  steadily 
against  the  United  States,  gold  began  to  be  exported  in  alarming 
proportions,  and  the  great  stringency  resulting  therefrom,  forced 
thousands  of  speculating  accounts  into  liquidation.  But  perhaps 
the  chief  and  fundamental  cause  of  the  depression  has  been  the 
silver  legislation  of  Congress. 

The  history  of  this  legislation  is  briefly  as  follows : — 

The  operations  of  the  United  States  mint  commenced  in  1792 
and  from  that  time  to  1873  the  total  amount  of  silver  dollars 
coined  was  8,045,838  dol.  In  1873,  the  coinage  of  silver  was 
stopped  by  act  of  Congress,  but  in  1878  it  was  resumed  under  the 
Bland  Act  by  the  terms  of  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  purchase,  and  coin  into  standard  silver  dollars  of 
4i2|  grains  each  not  less  than  2,000.000  dol.  worth,  nor  more 
than  4,000,000  dol.  worth,  of  silver  bullion  each  month.  Under 
this  Act  the  Government  purchased  29 1.292,019  ounces  of  fine 
silver  at  a cost  of  308,199,262  dol.,  and  coined  it  into  silver  dollars 
to  the  amount  of  378,196,793  dol.  But  the  silver  advocates  in 
Congress  were  not  satisfied  with  this  enormous  absorption  <>f  silver 
and  on  June,  1890,  the  Senate  passed  a bill  for  the  unrestricted 
coinage  of  silver  for  individuals  into  legal  dollars  at  the  ratio  of 
16  to  1,  and  the  issue  of  paper  certificates  against  such  dollars. 
There  was  a strong  probability  that  this  bill  would  pass  the  Lower 
House,  and  as  a compromise  measure  the  Act  of  July  14,  1890 
(called  the  Sherman  Act),  the  text  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix  to  this  Report  marked  F,  was  passed,  which  required  the 
monthly  purchase  by  the  Treasury  Department  of  4.500,000 
ounces  of  silver  (instead  of  2,000,000  dol.  worth  as  under  the  Act 
of  1878),  and  the  coinage  into  silver  dollars,  monthly,  until  July  1, 
1891,  of  2.000,000  ounces  of  the  silver  so  purchased,  the  coinage 
of  silver  dollars  after  that  date  being  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  Act  the  United  States  Treasury 
has  purchased  from  August  13,  1890  (when  the  law  went  into 
effect),  to  June  1,  1893,  152,413,792  ounces  of  silver  at  a cost  of 
143,591,569  dol.  Of  this  there  has  been  coined  into  silver  dollars 
to  June  1,  1893.  30,087,040  dol.,  making  the  total  coinage  of 
silver  dollars  (including  the  re-coinage  of  trade  dollars  into 
standard  dollars)  from  February  28,  1878  to  June  1,  1893, 
419,332,305  dol.  (or  more  than  50  times  as  much  as  was  coined 
during  a previous  period  of  81  years),  leaving  in  the  Treasury 
123,911,185  ounces  of  fine  silver  unco.ned. 

At  the  market  price  of  silver  on  June  1,  1893  (83  c.  per  ounce) 
the  loss  on  this  bullion  so  purchased  by  the  Government  amounted 
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on  that  day  to  83,518,628  dol.  At  the  present  moment,  bar  silver  the 
is  only  worth  73  o.  per  ounce,  entailing  an  additional  loss  of  Government. 
44,583,432  dol.  upon  the  Government, 

In  payment  of  the  silver  purchased  under  the  Sherman  Act 
the  United  States  Government  issue  notes  payable  “ in  coin.” 

The  Act,  however,  requires  the  Government  to  maintain  the 
parity  between  gold  and  silver,  and  in  order  to  comply  with  this 
provision,  they  are  forced  to  redeem  the  notes  in  gold  or  in  an 
amount  of  silver  equal  to  their  face  value  in  gold.  Both  the 
Republican  and  Democratic  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  have  so 
interpreted  the  Act,  and  under  this  interpretation,  th  * silver  pur- 
chased bv  the  Government  cannot  be  used  in  redemption  of  t lie  Coin  notes 
coin  notes.  A statement  issued  by  the  present  Secretary  of  the  t * 

treasury,  Mr.  Carlisle,  shows  that  during  the  11  months  cann0t  be 
beginning  May  31,  1892,  and  ending  May  1,  1893,  the  coin  notes  redeemed  by 
issued  for  the  purchase  of  silver  bullion,  under  the  Act,  amounted  Sllver- 
to  49,961,184  dol.,  and  that  during  the  same  period,  the  amount 
of  such  notes  paid  in  gold  was  47,745,173  dol.  It  thus  appears 
that  all  the  silver  bullion  purchased  during  that  time,  except 
2,2 16,011  dol.  worth,  was  paid  for  in  gold,  while  the  bullion  itself 
is  stored  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  and  can  neither  be  sold 
nor  used  for  the  payment  of  any  kind  of  obligation.  It,  therefore, 
lies  idle,  and  is  of  no  practical  value  as  an  available  asset. 

But  while  the  purchase  or  this  bullion  every  month  is  made  No  provision 
compulsory,  no  provision  has  been  mad  ) to  obtain  the  gold  to  made  for  gold 
redeem  the  coin  notes.  Every  increase  in  the  number  of  notes  ^.^eoet“the 
involves  an  obligation  to  acquire  a larger  supply  of  gold.  As 
these  notes  are  forced  into  circulation,  they  displace  and  expel 
some  other  form  of'  currency,  and  as  gold  is  the  only  money  of 
international  value,  it  is  steadily  withdrawn  from  the  Treasury 
for  export.  The  consequence  has  been  that  the  gold  reserves  of  pecrease  0f 
the  Government  have  been  rapidlv  diminishing,  while  the  gold  gold  reserve*, 
obligations,  through  the  issue  of  the  coin  notes,  have  been  as 
rapidly  increasing.  The  stock  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  in  June, 

1890,  was  187,380,628  dol.,  but  on  June  1,  1893,  it  had  fallen  to 
95,048,640  dol.  or  nearly  5,000,000  dol.  below  the  reserve  line. 

In  this  connection  the  appended  chart,  showing  the  gradual 
fall  since  the  passing  of  the  Sherman  Act,  may  be  found 
interesting. 

But  although  the  Sherman  Act,  by  the  volume  of  paper-  Sherman  Act 
money  which  has  been  and  is  still  growing  into  circulation,  has  not  solely 
greatly  aided  the  exports  of  gold,  it  cannot  he  said  to  be  solely  for^xports  of 
responsible  for  the  large  outflow  of  that  metal  from  the  United  gold. 

States  during  the  present  year.  The  demand  for  the  metal  by  other  causes 
the  Austrian  Government  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  her  cur-  for  exports  of 
rencv  upon  a gold  basis  has  been  both  large  and  unusual.  golll‘ 

The  balance  of  the  merchandise  trade  of  the  United  States 
has  been  against  her  for  the  year,  as  has  before  been  stated.  (8ee 
Tables  A and  B). 

And  lastly,  the  enormous  sums  of  money  spent  annually  by  Money  spent 
Americans  abroad  and  sent  home  by  servants  and  immigrants  by  Americans 

abroad. 
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must  be  taken  into  consideration.  Mr.  Foster,  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  stated,  on  February  25  last,  before  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Treasury,  that  he  estimated 
the  amount  spent  annually  by  Americans  abroad  at  120,000,000 
dol.,  and  the  servant  girl  fund  sent  abroad  at  12,000,000  dol.  Add 
to  this  the  large  sums  sent  home  from  the  United  States  by  the 
Chinese  and  the  Italians,  and  nearly  150,000,0)0  dol.  of  the 
annual  gold  exports  from  the  United  States  will  be  accounted 
for.  Moreover,  these  exports  are  more  likely  to  increase  than 
diminish  in  the  future,  and  they  should  not,  therefore,  be  over- 
looked in  speculating  on  the  reasons  for  the  continual  outflow  of 
gold  from  the  United  States. 


o 

Exports  of  The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of 

States  from  1888  to  1893  : — 

gold  from  the  United 

Year. 

Amount. 

Gold  Dollars. 

1888 

34,526,447 

1889 

50,933,460 

1890 

24,063,074 

1891 

79,086,581 

1892 

76,532,056 

1893  (5  months) 

63,106,266 

Total  . . . . 

328,247,884 

During  the  same  period  the  imports  of  gold  have  amounted  to 
114,683,035  dol.,  as  follows  : — 


Table  showing  the  Import  of  Gold  Coin  and  Gold  Bullion 
during  the  Years  1888-93. 


Year. 

Port  of  New 
York. 

1 

Port  of  San 
Francisco. 

All  other 
Ports. 

Total. 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

Dollars. 

6,005,756 

6,304,267 

13,212,739 

31,968,398 

8,504,513 

Dollars. 

3,950.351 

4,617,871 

5,806,220 

10,011,453 

6,045,917 

Dollars. 

1,004,666 

1,082,494 

1,211,131 

2,990,259 

2,900,516 

Dollars. 

10,960,773 

12,004,632 

20,230,090 

44,970,110 

17,450,946 

1893. 

January  . . 
February  . . 

March  . . . . 

April 

May 

86,893 

879,605 

4,194,134 

644,071 

25,680 

36,585 

9,423 

22,666 

13,384 

247,365 

368,511 

2,391,637 

146,530 

370,843 

1,257,539 

6,608,437 

803,985 

25,680 

Total  . . . . J 

71,826,056 

30,513,870 

12,343,109  1 

114,683,035 
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As  will  be  seen,  there  was  a net  loss  to  the  United  States  Loss  of  gold 
during  the  five  years  by  gold  exports  of  213,564,849  dol;  but  the  to  United 
return  gold  from  Europe  (all  of  which  comes  in  at  the  port  of Sfcatcs* 

New  York)  amounted  to  only  71,826,056  dol.,  so  that  the  actual 
loss  from  exports  to  Europe  was  256,421,828  dol. 

In  addition  to  380,169,081  silver  dol.  and  silver  certificates 
in  circulation  on  June  1,  1893,  there  were  outstanding  at  the 
same  date  335,977,323  dol.  in  United  States  notes,  and 
132,505,183  dol.  in  redeemable-on-demand  in  gold  Treasury 
notes,  with  an  available  gold  reserve  of  95,000,000  dol. 

The  amount  of  money  of  all  kinds  in  circulation  June  1,  1892,  Money  in 
was  1,613,572,244  dol.,  while  on  June  1,  1893,  it  was  reduced  to  the  UniSdln 
1,596,151.901  do!.,  a reduction  of  over  17,000,000  dol.  in  the  last  states, 
year,  thus  showing  that  silver  purchases  do  not  always  increase 
the  currency. 

The  amount  of  money  in  circulation  per  capita  among  the  Circulation 
people  of  the  United  States  on  June  1 of  every  year  from  1873  PercaPlta- 
was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

Dol. 

c. 

1873.. 

18 

3 

1874. . 

18 

13 

1875.. 

17 

16 

1876. . 

16 

12 

1877.. 

15 

58 

1878. . 

15 

32 

1879. . 

16 

75 

Ih80.. 

19 

41 

1881. . 

21 

71 

1882.. 

• • 

22 

37 

1883. . 

22 

91 

1884. . 

22 

65 

1885.. 

23 

2 

1886. . 

21 

82 

1887.. 

22 

45 

1888.. 

22 

88 

1889.. 

22 

52 

1890. . 

• • | 

22 

82 

1891. . 

• • 

23 

41 

18.12. . 

.. 

24 

47 

1893  (June  1) 

1 

23 

88* 

* See  appendix  to  this  report  marked  E. 


These  figures  would  seem  to  prove  that  abundant  circulation 
does  not  necessarily  bring  about  great  prosperity.  From  1879 
to  1883  the  United  States  enjoyed  the  most  prosperous  times  of 
the  last  20  years,  and  the  average  per  capita  circulation  during 
that  period  was  20  dol.  61  c.  From  1890  to  the  present  time,  a 
period  of  great  monetary  stringency  and  commercial  depression, 
the  average  was  23  dol.  65  c. 

Gold  coin  and  gold  certificates  in  circulation  decreased  in  the  Gradual 
last  year  56,790,953  dol,,  while  silver  dollars,  silver  certificates,  ^bsutution 
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and  Treasury  notes  based  on  silver  increased  in  the  same  period 
41,218,502  dol.  The  gold  receipts  of  the  Government,  which  in 
July,  1890,  amounted  to  over  95  per  cent,  of  the  total  receipts 
from  customs,  hive  fallen  to  less  than  1 per  cent. 

This  substitution  of  silver  for  gold  has  been  the  principal 
factor  in  bringing  about  the  existing  depression,  for  it  has  pro- 
duced a thorough  distrust  abroad  and  among  business  men  in 
this  country  in  the  ability  of  the  United  States  to  maintain  gold 
payments,  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  sale  of  an  enormous 
amount  of  American  securities  held  by  foreigners  and  a contrac- 
tion of  credits  and  a general  disinclination  to  undertake  new  busi- 
ness enterprises  in  the  United  States. 

In  examining  the  results  of  this  silver  legislation  by  Congress, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  what  benefit  the  silver  mine  owners  have 
derived  from  it,  for  although  its  purpose  has  been  to  maintain  the 
price  of  silver,  its  effect  has  been  to  depreciate  it. 

After  the  passage  of  the  Bland  Act,  the  price  of  silver  fell 
from  1 dol.  20J  c.  per  ounce  to  92  c.  an  ounce  on  May  29 
1889  ; and  notwithstanding  the  enormous  purchases  of  silver 
under  the  Act  of  1890,  silver  has  fallen  from  96  c.  an  ounce  on 
April  1,  1890,  to  73  c.  an  ounce  at  the  present  time,  and  it  has 
been  as  low  as  62  c.  an  ounce.  Moreover,  the  stock  of  uncoined 
silver  stored  in  the  vaults  of  the  Treasury,  which  represents  the 
product  of  all  the  silver  mines  in  this  country  for  the  past  two 
years,  is  a continual  menace  to  the  market.  Every  ounce  of 
silver  stored  increases  the  visible  supply  of  the  commodity  and 
depreciates  the  price,  and  if  Congress  should  direct  that  it  be  sold 
the  fact  that  this  huge  quantity  was  lor  sale  would  cause  a 
further  serious  fall  in  prices. 

The  Sherman  Act  has  been  characterised  as  “the  most 
absurd  financial  measure  ever  adopted  by  a civilised  nation.”  The 
confusion  in  American  finances  which  it  has  caused  has  been 
brought  about  by  the  attempt  of  Congress  to  compromise  an 
economical  principle. 

To  quote  from  a recent  article  by  Mr.  Bourke  Cochran,  one 
of  the  most  able  of  the  Democratic  leaders  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives:— “ Economic  laws  are  not  the  product  of  legislation  ; 
they  are  the  result  of  forces  which  no  one  country  can  affect,  and 
which  the  continued  legislation  of  all  nations  could  not  per- 
manently control.  An  attempt  to  compromise  an  economic  law 
is  about  as  intelligent  a proceeding  as  an  attempt  to  compromise 

the  state  of  the  weather  or  the  course  of  the  seasons 

The  Bland  Act  of  1878  and  the  Sherman  Law  of  1890  were  both 
compromises  between  the  views  entertained  by  advocates  of  free 
coinage  and  the  opponents  of  it.  Both  have  resulted  disastrously 
to  the  country,  and  both  are  to-day  condemned  by  men  of  all 
shades  of  opinion  upon  the  financial  question.  If  Government 
cannot  control  the  course  of  economic  laws,  its  only  prudent 
course  is  to  act  in  obedience  to  them  so  far  as  they  may  have 
been  ascertained.  Tiiere  is  no  sensible  middle  course  between 
the  free  coinage  of  silver  and  the  total  demonetisation  of  silver. 
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If  silver  be  admitted  to  coinage  at  all,  it  should  be  admitted 
freely  and  fully  without  any  restriction.  A limited  coinage  of 
any  metal  forces  the  Government  to  become  a purchaser  of  it, 
and  therefore  reduces  it  to  the  status  of  a commodity.  Whether 
admitted  freely  to  the  mint  or  totally  excluded  from  it,  a metal 
will  always  find  its  natural  level.  If  it  be  made  the  subject  of 
Government  speculation  its  commercial  value  is  subject  to  arbi- 
trary interference,  with  the  inevitable  result  of  depreciation.” 

The  only  remedy  possible  appears  to  be  the  repeal  of  the  Repeal  of  the 
Sherman  Act,  and  the  President  has  called  Congress  in  special  fhe^ly  ^ 
session  on  August  7 for  this  purpose.  But  whether  the  admini*  reraedj. 
stration  will  be  able  to  bring  about  its  unconditional  repeal,  seems 
doubtful.  The  silver  advocates  are  very  strong  in  Congress,  and 
although  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the  operation  of  the  Act,  they 
will  make  a stubborn  fight  against  its  repeal  without  a substitute 
or  some  substantial  concession  to  them.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  Chances  for 
thought  that  the  President  would  not  have  called  an  extra  session  lts  rePeal- 
without  counting  votes  beforehand.  Chambers  of  Commerce  all 
over  the  country  are  holding  meetings  in  favour  of  repeal,  and 
there  are  signs  that  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  although  they  would  favour  an  international  bi-metallic 
agreement,  are  growing  tired  of  their  present  monefary  isolation. 

Should  the  repeal  fail,  it  is  difficult  to  predict  the  chaos  into 
which  the  finances  of  the  United  States  will  be  thrown.  But 
should  Congress  determine  in  favour  of  a gold  standard,  it  is 
certain  that  the  United  States  will  hold  a very  strong  position. 

For,  to  again  quote  Mr.  Cochran,  “ She  is  not  an  exporter  of 
luxuries,  but  of  necessaries.  The  things  which  she  has  to  sell,  are 
the  things  which  are  essential  to  the  support  of  life.  Whatever 
may  be  the  prevailing  currency  of  the  world,  a large  proportion 
of  it  must  necessarily  flow  to  her  shores.” 

Note. — I append  statistics  in  regard  to  the  imports  and 
exports  of  gold,  merchandise,  &c.,  together  with  tables  showing 
the  monetary  circulation  in  the  United  States  which  may  be 
found  interesting  in  connection  with  the  above  remarks. 
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Annex  A. — Table  showing  the  Values  of  Imports  and  Exports 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Month  of  May,  1893-92,  and 
for  the  Five,  Eleven,  and  Twelve  Months  ending  May  31, 
1893-92. 


Description. 

For  the 
Month  of 
May. 

j For  the 
} Five  Months 
j ending 

May  31. 

For  the 
Eleven  Months 
ending 
May  31. 

For  the 

Twelve  Months 
ending 
Ma  y 31. 

Merchandise. 

1893:— 

Exports — 

Domestic  ...  

Foreign  

Dollars. 

67,047,479 

2,426,273 

Dollars. 

j 316,628,096 
7,589,705 

Dollars. 

768,832,333 

14,653,175 

Dollars. 

831,997,692 

16,376,153 

Total  

Imports  

£9,473,752 

79,438,795 

1 324,217,801 
j 420,414,292 

783,485.508 

864,884,719 

| 848,373,845 

936,901,287 

Excess  of  imports  over  exports 

9,965,043 

96,196,491 

81,399,211 

83,527,442 

1892 : — 

Exports — 

Domestic 

Foreign  

68,600,616 

1,102,863 

| 407,867,719 
1 6,396,897 

952,556,652 

12,823,159 

1,008,625,344 

14,359,201 

Total  

Imports  

69,703,479 

68,696,171 

414,264,616 

359,710,973 

965,389,811 

755,385,894 

1,022,984,545 

828,848,119 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports 
„ imports  over  exports 

1,007,308 

54,553,643 

210,003,917 

194,136,426 

Gold  and  Silver  Coin  and 
Bullion. 

1893:— 

Exports— 

Gold,  domestic  

,,  foreign  

16,837,387 

73,262 

65,038,088 

5,964,956 

99,353,008 

6,612,942 

116,161,828 

6,933,625 

Total  

16,910,649 

71,003,044 

105,965,950 

123,095,453 

Silver,  domestic  

„ foreign  

2,300,635 

764.855 

9,976,059 

5,552,406 

20,522,879 

16,191,134 

21.953,967 

18,182,611 

Total  

... 

3,065,490 

15,528,465 

36,714,013 

40,136,578 

„ exports 

... 

19,976,139 

j 86,531,509 

142,679,963 

163,232,031 

Imports — 

Gold 

Silver  

1,708,557 

1,772,232 

10,749,361 

7,986,461 

20,164,699 

21,607,142 

20,658,725 

23,764,542 

Total  

3,480,789 

18,735,822 

41,771,841 

44,423,267 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports 

16,495,350 

67,795,687 

100,908,122 

118,808,764 

1892 : — 

Exports— 

Gold,  domestic  

„ foreign  

3,825.522 

28,700 

19,280,496 

5,159,151 

26,511,800 

6,554,024 

42,322,889 

6,565,335 

Total  

... 

3,854,222 

24,439,647 

33,065,824 

48,888,224 

Silver,  domestic 

„ foreign  

1,376,576 

503,093 

8,387,622 

2,980,099 

15,829,925 

13,558,069 

16,721,398 

14,216,102 

Total  

1,879,669 

11,367,721 

29,387,994 

30,937,500 

„ exports 

5,733,891 

35,807,368 

62,453,818 

79,825,724 

Imports— 

Gold 

Silver  

591,159 

1,462,934 

7,541,582 

5,948,171 

49,205,428 

17,797,686 

49.488,334 

18,823,345 

Total  

2,054,093  j 

13,489,753 

67,003,114 

68,311,679 

Excess  of  exports  over  imports 
„ imports  over  exports 

3,679,798  1 

1 22,317,615 

... 

4,519,296 

11,514,045 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  Excess  of  Imports  or  Exports  of  Merchandise,  Gold  and  Silver  for  the  same  periods. 
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Product  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

The  mines  of  the  United  States  produced  during  the  calendar 
year  1891  precious  metals  as  follows  : — 


Fine  ounces. 

Commerci  il 
value. 

Coining  value. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Gold  .. 

, , , , 

, # 

1,604,840 

33,175,000 

33,175,000 

Silver . . 

* 

58,330,000 

57,630,040 

75,416,565 

The  product  of  the  mines  and  reduction  works  of  the  United 
States,  including  precious  metals  contained  in  foreign  material 
reduced  in  the  United  States,  was:  — 


Fine  ounces. 

Gold 

2,169,863 

Silver 

-- 

69,336,415 

The  product  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  world,  based  upon 
returns  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  was,  the  same  year  : — 


Fine  ounces. 

Commercial 

value. 

Coining  value. 

Gold 

Silver.. 

6,102,893 

143,994,000 

Dollars. 

126.159.000 

142.266.000 

Dollars. 

126.159.000 

186.174.000 

World’s  Coinage . 

The  coinage  of  gold  and  silver  by  the  various  countries  of  the 
world  aggregate,  for  the  calendar  year  1891,  so  far  as  reports  have 
been  received : — 


Amount. 

Dollars. 

Gold  

119,183,735 

Silver 

135,008,142 

Metallic  Stock  of  the  United,  States. 

The  stock  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  United  States,  based  upon 
official  tabulations  brought  forward  from  year  to  year,  was,  on 
November  1,  1892,  approximately  : — 
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UNITED  STATES, 


Amount. 

Dollars. 

Gold  

656,041,863 

Silver  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

587,614,951 

Total  . . . „ . . . . j 

1,243,656,814 

Use  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  the  Arts  and  Manufactures. 

According  to  the  information  gathered  by  tlie  Bureau  of  the 
Mint,  the  value  of  the  gold  and  silver  used  in  the  industrial  arts 
in  the  United  States  during  the  last  calendar  year  was,  approxi- 
mately : gold,  19,700,000  dol.,  and  silver,  9,630,000  dob,  of 
which  10,697,679  dob  gold,  and  7,289,073  dob  silver  were  new 
bullion. 


Annex  E. — Statement  showing  the  Amounts  of  Money  in  the 
United  States  in  the  Treasury,  and  in  Circulation  from 


1860-92. 


Year. 

Amount  of 
Money  in 
United  States. 

Amount  in 
Circulation. 

Population. 

Money 
per  Capita. 

Circulation 
per  Capita. 

I860 

Dollars. 

442,102,477 

Dollars. 

435,407,252 

448,405,767 

31,443,321 

Dol. 

14 

c. 

6 

Dol. 

13 

c. 

85 

la61 

... 

452,005,767 

32,064,000 

14 

9 

13 

98 

1862 

... 

358,452,079 

334,697,744 

32,704,000 

10 

96 

10 

23 

1863 

... 

... 

674,867,283 

595,394,038 

33,365,000 

20 

23 

17 

84 

1864 

... 

705,588,067 

669,641,478 
714  702,995 

34,046,000 

20 

72 

19 

67 

1865 

... 

770,129,755 

754,327,254 

34,748,000 

22 

16 

20 

57 

1866 

... 

673,488,244 

35.469.000 

36.211.000 

21 

27 

18 

99 

1867 

... 

... 

... 

728,200,612 

661,992,069 

20 

11 

18 

28 

1868 

... 

716,553,578 

680,103.661 

36,973,000 

19 

38 

18 

39 

1869 

... 

... 

715,351,180 

664,452,891 

37,756,000 

18 

95 

17 

60 

1870 

... 

... 

722,868,461 

675,212,794 

38,558,371 

18 

73 

17 

50 

1871 

... 

... 

741,812,174 

715,889,005 

39.555,000 

18 

75 

18 

10 

1872 

... 

... 

... 

762,721,565 

738,309,549 

40,596.000 

! 18 

70 

la 

19 

1873 

... 

... 

774,445,610 

751,881,809 

41,677,000 

18 

58 

18 

04 

1874 

• •• 

... 

806,024,781 

776,083,031 

42,796,000 

18 

83 

18 

13 

1875 

... 

798,273,509 

754,101,947 

43,951,000 

18 

16 

17 

16 

1876 

790,683,284 

727,609,388 

45,137,000 

17 

52 

16 

12 

1877 

... 

... 

763,053,847 

722,314,883 

46,353,000 

16 

46 

15 

58 

1878 

... 

791,253,576 

729,132,634 

47,598,000 

16 

62 

15 

32 

1879 

... 

... 

... 

1,051,521,541 

1,205,929,197 

818  631,793 
973,382,228 

48,866,000 

21 

52 

16 

75 

1880 

... 

... 

50,155,783  j 

24 

4 

19 

41 

1881 

... 

... 

1,406,541,823 

1,114,238,119 

1,174,290,419 

51,316,000  , 

27 

41 

21 

71 

1882 

... 

... 

1,480,531,719 

52,495,000  j 

28 

20 

22 

37 

1883 

... 

1,643,489,816 

1,230,305,696 

1,243,925,969 

53,692,000 

30 

60 

22 

91 

1884 

... 

... 

... 

1,705,454,189 

54,911,000 

31 

6 

22 

65 

1885 

... 

.. 

1,817,658,336 

1,292,568,615 

56,148,000 

32 

37 

23 

2 

1886 

... 

... 

1,808,559,694 

1,252,700,525 

57.404.000  ] 

58.680.000  j 

31 

50 

21 

82 

1887 

... 

1,900,442,672 

1,317,539,143 

32 

39 

22 

45 

1888 

... 

... 

2,062,955,949 

1,372,170,870 

59,974,000 

34 

39 

22 

88 

1889 

... 

... 

2,075,350,711 

2,144,226,159 

1,380,361,649 

61,289,000 

33 

86 

22 

52 

1890 

1,429,251,270 

1,497,440,707 

62,622,250  1 

34 

24 

22 

82 

1891 

... 

... 

2,195,224,075 

63,975,000  1 

34 

31 

23 

41 

1892 

... 

... 

2,372,599,501 

1,601,347,187 

65,520,000 

36 

21 

24 

44 

Note.— The  difference  between  the  amount  of  money  in  the  country  and  the  amount  in  circula- 
tion represents  the  money  in  the  Treasury. 
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Annex  F. — An  Act  directing  the  purchase  of  silver  bullion  and 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  thereon,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled , That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  directed  to  purchase,  from  time  to 
time,  silver  bullion  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  four  million  five 
hundred  thousand  ounces,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  offered  in 
each  month,  at  the  market  price  thereof,  not  exceeding  one  dollar 
for  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  and  twenty-five  hundredths 
grains  of  pure  silver,  and  to  issue  in  payment  for  such  purchases 
of  silver  bullion  Treasury  notes  of  the  United  States  to  be  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  such  form  and  of  such 
denominations,  not  less  than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  as  he  may  prescribe,  and  a sum  sufficient  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  Act  is  hereby  appropriated 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Treasury  notes  issued  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  be  redeemable  on  demand,  in  coin, 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  at  the  office  of  any 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  and  when  so  redeemed 
may  be  reissued ; but  no  greater  or  less  amount  of  such  notes 
shall  be  outstanding  at  any  time  than  the  cost  of  the  silver  bullion 
and  the  standard  silver  dollars  coined  therefrom,  then  held  in  the 
Treasury  purchased  by  such  notes  ; and  such  Treasury  notes  shall 
be  a legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  debts,  public  and  private, 
except  where  otherwise  expressly  stipulated  in  the  contract,  and 
shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  taxes,  and  all  public  dues,  and 
when  so  received  may  be  reissued  ; and  such  notes,  when  held  by 
any  national  banking  association,  may  be  counted  as  a part  of  its 
lawful  reserve.  That  upon  demand  of  the  holder  of  any  of  the 
Treasury  notes  herein  provided  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall,  under  such  regulations  as  he  may  prescribe,  redeem  such 
notes  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  at  his  discretion,  it  being  the 
established  policy  of  the  United  States  to  maintain  the  two  metals 
on  a parity  with  each  other  upon  the  present  legal  ratio,  or  such 
ratio  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  each  month 
coin  two  million  ounces  of  the  silver  bullion  purchased  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  into  standard  silver  dollars  until  the  first  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  after  that  time  he 
shall  coin  of  the  silver  bullion  purchased  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  as  much  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  Treasury  notes  herein  provided  for,  and  any  gain  or 
seigniorage  arising  from  such  coinage  shall  be  accounted  for  and 
paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  silver  bullion  purchased  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act  shall  be  subject  to  the  requirements  of  existing 
law  and  the  regulations  of  the  mint  service  governing  the 
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methods  of  determining  the  amount  of  pure  silver  contained,  and 
the  amount  of  charges  or  deductions,  if  any,  to  be  made. 

Sec.  5.  That  so  much  of  the  Act  of  February  twenty-eighth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  entitled  “ An  Act  to  authorize 
the  coinage  of  the  standard  silver  dollar  and  to  restore  its  legal- 
tender  character,”  as  requires  the  monthly  purchase  and  coinage 
of  the  same  into  silver  dollars  of  not  less  than  two  million  dollars, 
nor  more  than  four  million  dollars’  worth  of  silver  bullion,  is 

hereby  repealed.  # 

Sec.  6.  That  upon  the  passage  of  this  Act  the  balances  stand- 
ing with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  respective 
credits  of  national  banks  for  deposits  made  to  redeem  the  cj_r<^u“ 
lating  notes  of  such  banks,  and  all  deposits  thereafter  received  for 
like  purpose,  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury  as  a miscellaneous 
receipt,  and  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  shall  redeem  fiom 
the  general  cash  in  the  Treasury  the  circulating  notes  of  said 
banks  which  may  come  into  his  possession  subject  to  redemption; 
and  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Comptroller  ot  the  Currency  that 
such  notes  have  been  received  by  him  and.  that  they  have  been 
destroyed  and  that  no  new  notes  will  be  issued  in  their  place) 
reimbursement  of  their  amount  shall  be  made  to  the  Treasurer, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
prescribe,  from  an  appropriation  hereby  created,  to  be  known  as 
‘ National  bank  notes : Redemption  account,’  but  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  not  apply  to  the  deposits  received  under  section 
three  of  the  Act  of  June  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
four,  requiring  every  National  Bank  to  keep  in  lawful  money  with 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  a sum  equal  to  five  per  centum 
of  its  circulation,  to  be  held  and  used  for  the  redemption  of  its 
circulating  notes ; and  the  balance  remaining  of  the  deposits  so 
covered  shall,  at  the  close  at  each  month,  be  reported  on  the 
monthly  public  debt  statement  as  debt  of  the  United  States 
bearing  no  interest. 

Sec.  7.  That  this  Act  shall  take  effect  thirty  days  from  and 
after  its  passage. 


Approved,  July  14,  1890. 
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Population  and  Industries. — Textile  Factories. 

According  to  the  u Warsaw  Courier,”  the  total  out-put  of  the 
textile  factories  of  the  Government  of  Piotrkow  in  1890,  was 
estimated  in  round  numbers,  at  12,000,000/.,  being  5,500,000/. 
sterling  more  than  in  1885,  3,000,000/.  sterling  more  than  in  1886, 
and  2,000,000/.  sterling  more  than  in  1887.*  No  statistics 
have  yet  been  published,  to  my  knowledge,  respecting  the  years 
1891-92. 

The  number  of  hands  employed  in  1890  was  73,696  (against 
45,232,  in  1885,  47,719  in  1886,  and  53,393  in  1887),  of  whom 
7,695  were  foreign  subjects  (mostly  Germans)  whose  number  may 
be  expected  to  diminish  considerably  owing  to  the  new  Govern- 
ment regulation,  which  requires  all  foreigners  employed  in  Polish 
factories  to  pass  an  examination  in  the  Russian  or  Polish 
language.  A great  many  have  already  been  expelled  from  the 
country  under  this  regulation. 


Coal . 

The  Polish  collieries,  which  are  all  in  the  Dombrowa-Sosnowice 
District,  are  developing  very  considerably.  The  out-put  has 
increased  by  about  800,000  tons  since  the  year  1886  (when  it 
amounted  to  2,000,000  tons),  and  the  value,  in  round  numbers, 
has  risen  from  500,000/.  to  800,000/.f  in  the  year  1892,  they  gave 
excellent  results,  having  yielded  (according  to  the  “ Warshawski 
Dniewnik’*)  2,800,000  tons,  valued  at  800,000/.,  which  figures 
would  have  been  considerably  exceeded,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
insufficiency  of  coal-trucks  on  the  Warsaw- Vienna  railway,  which 
only  disposes  of  3,600,  whereas,  at  least  4,500  would  have  been 
necessary. 

Prices  were  very  satisfactory  throughout  the  year  1892, 
ranging  from  2 |c/.  to  5d.  per  ton  higher  than  in  1891.  The 
average  price  at  the  pits  in  those  2 years  were  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Per  Cwt. 

1891. 

1892. 

d. 

d. 

1st  quality  . . 

R 

41 

Middling  No.  1 

4 

4? 

,,  No.  2 

3i 

4 

Coal  dust  . . . . . . . . 

1 

H 

The  following  items  of  information  are  taken  from  a report 
recently  published  by  Mr.  Chrorzewski,  a mining  engineer  con- 
nected with  the  Polish  collieries  : — 

* Annual  Series,  1890,  No.  686,  page  8. 
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The  number  of  collieries  which  were  worked  in  the  year  181)2,  Details 
in  the  Dombrowa-Sosnowice  District  was  21,  the  largest  of  which,  respecting 
the  “ George  ” and  cc  Tgnace  ” of  the  Sosnowice  Company  °rfncjli f the 
(formerly  Kramsta),  yielded  930,000  tons,  employing  2,658  hands,  collieries. 
Next  came  the  “ Paris  ” and  “ Koszelew,”  of  the  Franco-Italian, 
with  an  out-put  of  516,000  tons,  employing  2,116  hands;  Count 
Renard’s  “Fanny,”  “ Joanna,”  and  “ Andrzej,”  with  an  out-put 
of  41 9,355  tons,  employing  1,403  hands;  and  the  “Felix”  and 
“ Kazimierz,”  of  the  “ Compagnie  Varsovienne  de  Char’bonnage 
et  des  Mines,”  with  an  out -put  of  370,000  tons,  and  1,628  hands. 

The  other  12  mines  are  comparatively  insignificant,  having, 
nltogether,  yielded  only  564,000  tons,  two  of  them  producing 
nothing  but  “ wegli  brunatnv  y (brown  coal). 

The  increase  in  the  out-put  of  1892  was  principally  in  the 
“Comte  Renard”  collieries,  which  yielded  32  per  cent,  more  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  and  in  those  of  the  Sosnowice  Company 
which  increased  their  yield  by  14  per  cent. 

Among  the  smaller  ones,  Prince  Hohenlohe’s  “ Saturn”  is  said 
to  be  quite  a model  colliery,  and  its  out-put  increased  173  per 
cent,  (from  72,000  tons  in  1891,  to  190,000  tons  in  1892).  It 
has  only  been  worked  since  1887,  and  by  all  accounts  it  promises 
to  become  one  of  the  most  productive  mines  of  the  Dombrowa 
District. 

A further  increase  in  the  yield  of  the  Polish  collieries  in  Further 
general  is  expected  to  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  present  increase  ex- 
year. Pected  in 

y 1893. 

Sugar. 

The  total  out-put  of  beet-root  sugar  in  the  Kingdom  of  Poland, 
in  the  campaign  of  1892-93,  according  to  official  statistics 
published  by  the  “ Commercial  Gazette  ” of  Warsaw,  amounted  to 
1,-852,000  cwts.,  against  1,849,820  cwts.  in  1891-92,  so  that  the 
falling  off  of  1,734,000  cwts.  in  the  beet-root  crop  of  1892,*  does 
not  appear  to  have  affected  the  results  of  the  1892-93  campaign. 

The  want  of  weight  was,  I am  told,  made  up  for  by  a larger  pro- 
portion of  saccharine. 

Prices  kept  rising  throughout  the  year  1892,  reaching 
.eventually  4 %d,  per  lb.  (17*5  c.  per  funt)  in  the  retail  trade,  which 
is  the  highest  price  on  record  for  the  last  9 years. 

This  was  partly  due  to  the  unfavourable  prospects  of  the  beet- 
root crop,  and  partly  to  the  extra  tax  of  2s.  Id.  per  cwt.  on 
refined  sugar  (or  equal  in  quality  to  refined),  which  was  imposed 
on  September  1,  1892. 

Up  to  that  date  all  sugar,  whether  refined  or  unrefined,  paid 
the  same  tax,  which  had  gradually  risen  to  65.  6d,  per  cwt. 

It  is  expected  that  this  new  tax  will  revolutionise  the  local 
sugar  trade,  because  white  and  brown  crushed,  or  pulverised 
(upwards  of  1,290,000  cwts.  of  which  are  yearly  consumed  in  the 
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Empire),  though  unrefined,  are  treated  as  equal  in  quality  to 
refined,  for  the  purpose  of  this  tax,  and  they  will  therefore 
probably  disappear  from  the  market  and  be  replaced  by  granulated 
crystal,  which  is  exempted  from  the  tax. 

The  accompanying  table  (Annex  A)  shows  the  quantity  of 
sugar  produced  in  each  Government  in  the  campaign  1892-93 : — 

Annex  A. — Approximate  Return  of  Sugar  Production  in  the 
different  Governments  of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland  during  the 
Campaign  1892-93. 


Government  of — 


Quantity. 


Warsaw 

Kalisz 

Kielce 

Lomza 

Lublin 

Piotrkow 

Plock 

Radoni 

Siedlce 


Cwts. 

1,017,000 

150.000 

120.000 

56.000 
188,000 

50.000 
161,000 

74.000 

36.000 


Total 


1,852,000 
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..  2d. 

1189.  Algiers.. 

..  2|d. 

1241.  Frankfort 

..  3d. 

1181.  Boston 

..  Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  2|d. 
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..  l|d. 
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..  Id. 
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..  Id. 
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..  2d. 
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..  |d. 
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..  3id. 
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..  5d. 
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Id. 
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. . |d. 
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2d. 
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..  Id. 
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..  7 .id. 
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*.  id. 

1276.  Alexandria 

..  l|d. 

1216.  Foochow 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

..  2|d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1278.  Bilbao.. 

..  3 id. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz 

••  Hd. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jos6 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin.. 

..  2id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

..  Id. 

1281.  Salvador 

..  Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

..  2|d. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin.. 

..  l|d. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

8id. 

1223.  Rome  .. 

..  Id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

..  6|d. 

1285.  Washington  .. 

..  4|d. 
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..  2|d. 

1286.  Warsaw 

..  id. 
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CHINA. 

PEKIN. 

Mr.  O' Conor  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Pekin , June  23,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a Memorandum  which 
has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Beauclerk  on  Foreign  Trade  in  China 
during  the  year  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  N.  B.  O'CONOR. 


Memorandum  on  Foreign  Trade  in  China  for  the  Year  1892. 

Since  the  date  of  my  report  on  the  foreign  trade  of  China  in 
1892,  which  was  forwarded  to  H.M.’s  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  on  May  12  of  this  year,  I have  received  the  fol- 
lowing notes  from  the  principal  of  one  of  the  most  prominent 
British  firms  at  Shanghai  : — 

“As  to  foreign  trade  generally  over  China  during  the  past  Foreign  trade, 
year,  bona  fide  trades,  such  as  I am  acquainted  with,  have,  on 
the  whole,  been  good,  when  conducted  on  a careful  basis. 

“ The  fluctuations  of  exchange  have  been  a very  detrimental  Effects  of 
factor  where  any  risks  of  the  usual  previously  accepted  character  exchange, 
have  been  taken  ; but  careful  observers  have  avoided  such  risks, 
and  though  it  may  have  in  some  instances  lessened  the  volume  of 
trade,  it  has  placed  business  done  on  a safe  basis,  and  the  result 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  satisfactory. 

“ In  Shanghai  Chinese  merchants  and  traders  generally  have 
had  a prosperous  year.  Silk  has  made  money  for  the  grower,  the 
Chinese  intermediary,  and  the  foreign  exporter. 

“ Tea  has  not  been  so  profitable  for  the  Chinese  middleman. 

Money  was  made  by  him  at  Hankow  on  what  he  sold  there  ; but 
the  Russian  demand  was  limited,  and  a later  demand  expected 
through  London  never  came.  The  consequence  was  that  some 
good  teas  brought  from  Hankow  to  Shanghai  were  sold  at  a re- 
duction of  30  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  of  prices  obtainable  at 
Hankow  early  in  the  season,  and  upon  these  teamen  suffered 
heavy  losses.  The  foreign  exporter  of  tea  bore  in  mind  the  heavy 
(1624) 
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losses  of  previous  years,  and  displayed  much  caution  in  purchases, 
which  has  borne  good  fruit.  A shrinkage  in  the  export  of  tea 
from  India  and  Ceylon  owing  to  drought  helped  him,  as  it  im- 
parted strength  to  the  London  market,  and,  on  the  whole,  the 
tea  exporter  to  London  has  had  the  best  season  on  record  for  some 
years.  Teas  to  America  have  practically  done  fairly  well,  and 
exporters  to  that  market  are  satisfied  with  their  operations. 

“ In  imports  kerosene  has  been  very  active,  and  I may  say  the 
same  of  me  tals.  The  import  of  cottons  from  both  England  and 
America  is  upon  a restricted  scale,  but,  upon  the  whole,  business 
in  them  has  not  been  unsatisfactory.  It  is  in  this  trade  that  the 
fluctuations  of  exchange  tell  most  severely.  Indeed,  the  un- 
certainty of  silver  as  a precious  metal  hangs  over  China  trade  as 
a restrictive  and  depressing  element. 

“ Of  opium  I can  say  nothing,  not  having  imported  a chest  for 
many  years. 

“ The  carrying  trade  along  the  coast  has  been  disappointing, 
owing  a good  deal  to  excessive  competition  and  low  rates  of 
freight  in  consequence,  while  the  supply  of  tonnage  has  been  very 
ample. 

“ I do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  say  anything  special  as  to  the 
development  of  the  import  of  cotton  yarn  from  India  into  China; 
it  is  one  of  the  conspicuous  facts  in  connection  with  recent  trade 
developments. 

£<I  may  add  what  a leading  and  intelligent  Chinaman  told  me 
one  day  in  discussing  the  results  of  business  for  Chinese  here 
during  the  past  year: — f All  Chinese  merchants,5  said  he,  ‘have 
made  money.  Shopkeepers  or  storekeepers  have  not  done  so 
well,  nor  have  the  haunts  of  pleasure  been  so  extensively 
patronised  as  in  previous  years.  Chinese  traders  have  made 
money,  and  kept  it  as  a rule,  profiting  by  previous  experience  and 
determined  to  keep  what  they  have  got.’  Not  a bad  character 
for  the  Chinese  merchant  in  Shanghai.  In  some  other  parts  of 
the  Empire  the  tale,  1 fear,  would  not  be  so  favourable. 

u As  to  the  possible  future  opening  of  Pekin  to  trade,  I.  do  not 
imagine  that  there  would  be  much  trade  to  be  done  by  foreigners 
there.  The  exports  are  practically  nil,  for  there  are  no  particular 
manufactures,  unless  of  enamel  and  carpet  rugs,  and  such  like 
things.  The  trade  in  them  does  not  interest  us,  though  it  is  pos- 
sible they  might  sell  in  Europe  and  America.  I imagine  that  the 
business  could  be  cultivated,  and  has  possibly  been  tried  from 
Tientsin  through  Chinese  intermediaries,  with  occasional  visits 
of  foreigners  to  the  capital. 

u The  imports  of  foreign  manufactured  goods  into  Pekin  can 
wTell  be  carried  on  through  the  medium  of  Chinese  merchants, 
though  some  classes  of  goods  could  best  be  managed  by  foreigners, 
e.g,9  provisions  and  miscellaneous  articles  generally. 

“ For  such  things  the  opening  of  Pekin  as  a recognised  place 
for  foreign  trade  would  be  a benefit,  but  for  broader  commercial 
purposes  no  good  reasons  occur  to  me.” 
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. . 
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• • 

3d. 
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, , 

. . 

..  Id. 
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• • 
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lid. 
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, , 

.. 
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Consul  Robinson  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Amsterdam , August  15,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  a Report  upon  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  Port  of  Amsterdam  during  the 
year  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  W.  C.  ROBINSON. 


Report  on  the  Trade,  Commerce , and  Navigation  of  Amsterdam 
for  the  Year  1892. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


General  Remarks. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  year  1886  I have  to  report  a 
slight  diminution  in  the  trade  of  this  port  as  compared  with  that 
of  the  previous  year,  as  is  shown  by  the  amount  of  tonnage 
entering  and  leaving  it. 

Indeed,  the  year  1892  was  one  which  traders  in  general  look 
back  upon  without  much  satisfaction.  It  was  a year  of  disappoint- 
ments in  most  branches  of  trade  and  commerce,  while  the  shipping 
interest  passed  through  a period  of  the  greatest  depression  known 
for  many  years. 

Much  of  the  difficulties  experienced  by  the  trade  of  this 
country  may  be  attributed  to  the  untoward  influence  of  exagge- 
rated protection  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  the  United  States 
and  France  carrying  matters  to  an  extreme  in  this  respect.  Dutch 
trade  is,  however,  beginning  to  recover  from  the  blows  dealt  to  it 
by  the  McKinley  Act,  and  the  exports  to  the  United  States,  in 
spite  of  their  almost  prohibitory  tariffs,  have  shown  a wonderful 
power  of  expansion. 

As  regards  the  inward  trade  of  the  port,  the  chief  falling  off’, 
as  compared  with  1891,  is  to  be  found  in  the  imports  of  grain  from 
the  Black  Sea  and  Danube,  and  of  coal  from  England.  The 
prohibition  of  grain  exports  from  Russia  in  1891  caused  our 
markets  to  be  over-supplied  from  other  quarters  so  greatly  that, 
in  1892,  supplies  were  less  needed.  The  collapse  of  coal  prices  in 
Germany,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  made  to  sustain  them  by  forming 
a coal  ring  in  Westphalia,  brought  down  the  price  of  German 
coal  to  a point  at  which  the  competition  of  English  coal  became 
impossible. 

Colonial  trade  was,  on  the  whole,  more  satisfactory  than  in  the 
previous  year.  The  great  tobacco  interest  recovered  in  a marked 
degree  from  the  crisis  of  1891,  and  more  confluence  was  felt  and 
shown  in  the  greater  success  of  the  plantation  interest  generally 
in  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  The  export  trade  to  the  latter  was 
fairly  wrell  maintained,  and  that  to  the  Transvaal  and  South 
Africa  in  general  showed  a considerable  increase,  principally  in 
consequence  of  better  and  more  regular  steam  communication. 

Trade  with  the  Baltic  wras  livelier,  the  import  of  timber 
having  largely  increased,  while  the  transit  of  Swedish  iron  ores 
to  Germany  began  to  assume  considerably  larger  proportions. 

The  opening  of  a better  communication  with  the  Rhenish 
provinces  by  the  new  Merwede  Canal,  though  it  has  in  some 
degree  disappointed  public  expectation  in  its  results,  has  yet  not 
been  without  a salutary  influence,  Amsterdam’s  traffic  with  the 
Rhine  having  risen  from  170,000  tons  in  1890  to  212,000  tons 
in  1892. 

The  state  of  the  industrial  enterprises  of  the  district  shows, 
if  anything,  a slight  change  for  the  better,  although  the  great 
diamond  cutting  and  polishing  industry  remained  in  a very  de- 
pressed condition,  in  consequence  of  the  artificial  restrictions  on 
the  production,  and  consequent  high  prices  of  the  raw  article. 
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Still  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  mills,  in  consequence  of  an 
improved  demand  from  the  United  States,  were  in  fuller  work 
than  before. 

In  the  retail  branches  of  business  the  course  of  trade  was,  if 
we  are  to  judge  by  the  number  of  failures,  much  less  satisfactory 
than  in  the  previous  year,  almost  all  descriptions  of  retail 
trades  showing  a considerable  increase  in  this  respect. 

Great  complair/ts  are  made  as  to  the  unequal  incidence  of 
municipal  taxation,  and  as  to  the  yearly  increasing  number  of  the 
richer  inhabitants  who  leave  the  city  for  its  surroundings,  for  the 
purpose  of  escaping  their  share  ; and  an  improved  legislation  in 
this  respect  is  anxiously  looked  forward  to,  seeing  that  the  present 
state  of  matters  is  rapidly  becoming  untenable. 

Apart  from  the  demonstrations  made  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Socialist  party,  and  by  the  unemployed,  during  the  winter, 
the  peace  of  the  city  was  not  materially  disturbed  in  1892, 
though  the  last-named  demonstrations  were  availed  of  by  the 
lowest  and  criminal  classes  to  give  the  police  authorities  as  much 
trouble  and  annoyance  as  possible. 

Trade  with  Great  Britain  has  been  greatly  abused  by  the 
rapidly  growing  class  of  swindling  firms  which,  unfortunately, 
infest  this  city,  and  whose  impudent  robberies  it  has  been 
apparently  found  impossible  to  check  or  to  punish. 


Imports, 

An  unusually  early  crop  in  1891,  brought  forward  quickly.  Coffee, 
depressed  prices  of  Java  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  they 
speedily  recovered  and  remained  at  a high  level  throughout  1892. 
Imports  from  most  quarters  were  smaller  than  in  the  previous 
year,  a good  deal  of  coffee  which  formerly  came  into  the  Dutch 
markets  now  finding  its  way  direct  to  the  consuming  countries. 
Prices  of  Java  ruled  very  steady  from  9 d.  per  lb.  in  January  to 
10 d.  per  lb.  in  December,  while  Santos  ranged  from  Id,  per  lb. 
to  Sd.  per  lb.  between  same  dates. 

The  total  transactions  in  futures  were  again  smaller, 
amounting  to — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Bags. 

1892  . . 

515,000 

1891  .. 

722,000 

1890  .. 

978,500 

The  home  consumption  of  Santos  increases  yearly. 

As  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out,  the  fiscal  legislation  of  Sugar. 
Holland  has  the  effect  of  entirely  excluding  her  own  colonial 
sugar  from  the  home  market.  During  1892  there  was  an  in- 
(1618) 
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creased  importation  of  raw  beet,  and  a correspondingly  increased 
exportation  of  refined,  principally  to  Great  Britain,  which 
country  profits  altogether  by  the  cheapness  of  the  article,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Dutch  taxpayer. 

Prices  of  raw  beet  yvere  pretty  steady  throughout  the  year, 
varying  from  14s.  2d.  per  cwt.  in  the  opening  of  the  year  to 
12s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  in  June,  and  closing  at  14s.  per  cwt.  in  De- 
cember, the  advance  being  caused  b}^  the  United  States  appear- 
ing as  a buyer  of  raw  beet  sugar  in  the  German  market. 

Tea.  The  tea  trade  was  dull  throughout  most  part  of  the  year 

until  its  close,  when  a marked  advance  in  prices  took  place.  J ava 
tea  continues  to  hold  the  principal  place  in  our  market,  the  sales 
in  the  Amsterdam  market  being — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

Quarter  Chests. 

Java  . . 

34,263 

China  . . 

*• 

. 

3,999 

Prices  for  Java  averaged  about  7 d.  per  1 lb.,  Holland  import- 
ing mostly  ordinary  descriptions.  The  Assam  plant  is,  however, 
gaining  ground  considerably  in  Java  plantations. 

Tin.  Under  the  expectations  of  a great  demand  for  this  commodity 

from  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the 
McKinley  Act,  prices  rose  from  92 /.  per  ton  to  105/.  per  ton,  but 
the  expectation  not  being  fulfilled,  dropped  at  the  close  of  the 
year  to  94/.  per  ton  for  Banca,  Billiton,  and  Straits  tin.  Stocks 
at  close  of  the  year  compared  with  1891 : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Blocks. 

1892  

41,770 

1891 

31,000 

The  importation  of  cocoa  was  comparatively  small,  and  prices 

ruled  higher.  The  deliveries  in  1892  were 

as  follows : — 

Country. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

Surinam 

1,691 

2,813 

! 5,467 

[ 

5,828 
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Per  Pound. 

From. 

To. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Surinam  cocoa 

n 

. . 

Java  „ 

11 

1 0| 

Of  other  descriptions,  the  deliveries  summed  up  to  2,194 
bags,  as  compared  with  1,051  in  1891. 

In  consequence  of  the  considerable  stocks,  indigo  prices  Indigo, 
opened  low,  and  business  was  very  dull ; but  the  short  crop  in 
British  India  caused  an  improved  demand  and  a considerable 
advance  in  prices.  The  imports  into  Amsterdam  were  as 
follows : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Chests. 

1892  

4,073 

1891 

4,791 

Amsterdam  and  Zaandam  received  910,930  bags  of  rice,  as  Rice, 
compared  with  911,000  bags  in  1891.  Java,  in  consequence  of  a 
short  crop,  sent  considerably  less,  the  total  importation  being — 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Bags. 

Bags. 

J ava . . 

124,000 

183,531 

Rangoon  Bassein  and  Necransic  .. 

854,000 

886,000 

Saigon 

207,000 

•• 

Prices  ranged  in  1892  for  Rangoon  rice  from  5s.  to  5s.  10c?. 
per  cwt.  In  consequence  of  the  immense  stocks  of  grain  and 
flour  prices  gave  way  considerably,  and  the  increased  duty  in  the 
United  States,  together  with  the  “ surtaxe  d’entrepot  ” in  France, 
greatly  interfered  with  the  demand  for  exportation. 

The  crop  of  pepper  being  a heavy  one,  imports  were  much  Pepper, 
larger : — 


1892 


Year. 


Quantity. 

Bags. 


24,300 
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Cotton. 


Copra. 


Tobacco. 


And  prices  fell  considerably  until  August,  when  a slight  reaction 
took  place.  Lampong  pepper  dropped  from  3 d.  per  lb.  to  2§c?, 
per  lb.,  closing  at  3d.  per  lb.  Black  Java  brought  \d.  to  %d, 
per  lb.  more  than  Lampong. 

Prices  of  cotton  fell  to  a point  never  before  known,  middling 
Upland  being  quoted  here  as  low  as  3 j d.  From  July  the  market 
began  to  improve  slowly,  and  middling  closed  at  h\d.  per  lb. 
Direct  importation  to  Amsterdam  was  small : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Bales. 

1892  

26,288 

1892  

42,723 

The  direct  importation  of  copra  was  as  follows : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1892 

5,200 

3891 

10,152 

but  a considerable  number  of  cargoes  were  sold  sailing  in  our 
market  and  directed  to  other  ports.  Prices  ranged  from  13s.  1 d. 
per  cwt.  to  about  1 3s.  1 0 d.  per  cwt. 

Compared  with  the  very  unsatisfactory  results  of  the  previous 
year,  1892  gave  much  more  reason  for  congratulation.  The 
quality  of  some  of  the  Deli  and  Langkat  tobacco  was  again  of 
former  excellence,  and  the  light  coloured  leaf  was  disputed  by 
American  and  German  cigar  manufacturers  with  such  energy, 
that  higher  prices  than  ever  heard  of  before  were  realised.  On 
the  other  hand  there  were  again  very  large  supplies  of  inferior 
and  dark  coloured  leaf,  which  had  to  be  sold  without  profit,  or 
even  at  a loss  to  the  planter  and  importer.  The  crop  was  nearly 
as  large  as  that  of  1890.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the 
inquiry  for  the  inferior  descriptions  improved  greatly,  prices  being 
abnormally  low.  The  average  price  of  the  whole  of  the  imports 
from  Sumatra  reached  Is.  5 d.  per  lb.  as  compared  with  Is.  Id.  per 
lb.  in  1891.  In  spite  of  the  colossal  import  duty  of  about  8s.  3d. 
per  lb.  imposed  on  Sumatra  tobacco  by  the  McKinley  Act,  by 
which  the  exportation  in  1891  was  reduced  to  7,360  bales  onl}T, 
America  has  had  to  come  into  this  market  again,  and  in  1892, 
32,926  bales  were  sent  to  the  States. 

The  Sumatra  crop  of  1892  will  be  considerably  smaller,  and 
that  of  1893  will  be  confined  to  about  the  same  quantity  as  in 
1892. 
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Quantity. 

Bales. 

Java  sent  in  1892  . . 

, # 

, . 

136,359 

„ 1891  .. 

182,508 

but  the  higher  prices  fully  made  up  the  deficiency,  the  average 
tor  leaf  being — 


Year. 

Price  per  lb. 

d. 

1892.. 

• • 

, « 

8! 

1891.. 

• • 

•• 

7 

Borneo  sent  13,430  bales,  part  of  which  had  suffered  greatly 
from  the  drought,  so  that  the  average  price  realised  was  not  more 
than  Is.  per  lb.  But  the  better  marks  were  very  satisfactory  in 
quality,  and  Is.  §d.  per  lb.  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  was  paid  for  good 
covering  leaf. 

Of  petroleum,  the  importation  in  1892  amounted  as  follows: — Petroleum. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

American  . 
Russian 

Barrels. 

462,023 

45,857 

Prices  fell  steadily  from  6s.  1(M.  per  cwt.  in  January  to  close 
at  5s.  Id.  per  cwt.  in  December,  but  this  fall  is  to  a great 
extent  to  be  attributed  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  Standard 
Oil  Company  to  establish  its  monopoly  by  crushing  its  com- 
petitors. 


Grain . 

The  year  1892  was  a most  unfortunate  one  for  our  grain 
importers,  the  course  of  prices  being  steadily  downwards  through- 
out ; the  losses  incurred  were  very  serious. 

The  effect  of  the  Bussian  prohibition  of  grain  export  proved  to  Wheat, 
have  been  greatly  overrated,  and  the  very  great  quantities  con- 
signed unsold  before  the  same  came  into  effect,  weighed  heavily 
on  the  market,  which  finally  broke  down  completely.  America, 
too,  sent  very  great  supplies  from  her  overflowing  crop,  and 
American  flour  especially  made  it  quite  impossible  for  home 
millers  to  compete  without  loss.  The  fall  in  prices  from  January 
to  December  reached  fully  155.  per  quarter. 
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Prices  closed  as  follows  : — 


Per  quarter  of 

480  lbs. 

£ s.  a. 

Odessa..  ..  ..  .. 

15  6 

Danube 

14  6 

Soft  red  Kurrachee  . . 

1 8 0 

American 

17  3 

Rye.  In  rye  also  a fall  of  fully  18s.  per  quarter  from  first  to  last  has 

to  be  recorded,  and  the  excellent  crop  in  Germany  gave  the 
finishing  blows  to  the  market.  Moreover,  the  cheap  American 
flour,  inferior  as  its  quality  is,  greatly  interfered  with  the  home 
consumption  of  rye  flour.  Prices  closed  at — 


Taganrog 

Per  quarter  of 
480  lbs. 

£ s.  d. 
15  0 

Danube 

14  3 

Petersburg 

• !! 

1 8 6 

American 

. 

15  3 

Barley.  Barley  also  fell  slowly  and  steadily  in  price,  but  not  so  consider- 

ably, not  having  shared  in  the  advance  to  so  great  an  extent. 

Maize,  This  shared  in  the  general  depression,  but  the  low  prices  brought 

about  a great  demand  for  feeding  purposes,  and  the  trade  was 
large  and  brisk.  Maize  becomes  yearly  of  greater  importance  in 
this  respect. 

Linseed.  British  India  and  Russia  sent  smaller  supplies  than  in  1891. 

North  American  seed,  however,  nearly  filled  up  the  deficiency. 
Linseed  cake  was  not  in  great  demand,  and  the  price  of  linseed 
oil  gave  way  considerably  during  the  year.  The  price  of  seed 
ranged  from  21.  3s.  §d.  to  21.  10s.  per  quarter  of  480  lbs. 

Woollen  and  Linen  Goo  Is. 

Haber-  With  respect  to  these  goods  I think  that  an  extract  from  the 

dashery.  Report  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Trade  in  the 
year  1892  will  be  of  interest.  This  report,  referring  to  the  great 
importance  of  the  trade  in  these  articles,  goes  on  to  say  : — 

“ In  all  these  branches  there  exist  wholesale  houses  in  this 
city,  doing  business  with  the  home  country  principally,  and 
generally  confining  themselves  to  one  or  the  other  special  branch, 
or  combining  one  or  more  such.  In  no  Dutch  town  is  this  trade 
carried  on  to  such  an  extent  as  in  Amsterdam. 
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“ Inland  manufacturers  supply  a portion  of  the  articles  con- 
sumed, but  by  far  the  greater  proportion  comes  from  Germany, 
England,  Belgium,  and  France.  Exact  statistical  tables  do  not, 
however,  exist.  Of  the  total  importation  of  yarns  into  Holland 
in  1891,  amounting  to  890,000  cwt, — 


1 

Quantity. 

Cwts. 

Great  Britain  sent 

# , 

587,000 

Bela;ium  ,, 

Germany  „ 

•• 

• • 

110,000 

“Of  manufactured  goods,  the  total  importation  in  1891  was 
1,200,000  cwts.,  of  which — • 


Quantity. 

Cwts. 

Germany  sent  about  . . 

720,000 

Great  Britain  „ 

305,000 

Belgium  ,, 

120,000 

“ Of  ready-made  clothes  and  clothing,  the  importation  in  1891 
represented  a value  of  340,000/. 


Value. 

Germany  sent 

. 

£ 

300,000 

Belgium  „ 

, . 

1 

S^OOO 

Great  Britain  sent  .. 

. . 

. . 

15,000 

“ Th?  trac]e  m manufactured  goods,  cloths,  &c.,  has  found  a 
very  serious  competitor  in  the  foreign  manufacturer  of  ready 
made  clothing,  who  is  further  favoured  by  the  folio  win  o-  circum- 
stances : — ° 

“ This  clothing  is  generally  produced  and  made  un  under  the 
so-called  sweating  system,  involving  largest  production  at 
minimum  wageg. 

“These  goods  are  sent  to  Holland  in  large  quantifies  and  are 
declared  for  duty  at  a very  low  value,  as  the  risk  of  confiscation 
by  the  customs  is  but  small  ” (N.B.  the  customs  authorities  in 
Holland  can  confiscate  goods  on  payment  to  the  importer  of 
declared  value  plus  1 0 per  cent.),  “ and  by  sending  clothing  which 
originally  belonged  together  in  different  parcels  by  different 
routes,  the  value  for  declaration  can  be  still  further  reduced  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  our  customs  laws  may  be  so  modified  as  to  put 
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a stop  to  such  practices.  Meanwhile,  they  have  led  to  the 
establishment  of  manufactories  by  Netherlands  subjects  in  foreign 
parts.” 

The  customs  law  above  alluded  to,  by  which  the  customs  can 
confiscate  goods  on  payment  of  declared  value  plus  10  per  cent., 
acts  as  an  encouragement  to  the  firms  of  swindlers  referred  to 
above,  who  find  in  this  manner  an  easy  mode  of  disposing  of  their 
unfortunate  or  imprudent  victims’  goods  for  cash,  by  declaring 
them  much  below  real  value. 

The  trade  in  1892  was  brisk,  and  of  considerably  greater 
extent  than  in  1891.  The  consumption  of  timber,  sawn,  planed, 
and  shaped  abroad  has  steadily  increased,  Archangel  furnished 
considerable  quantities,  the  quality  of  this  timber  being  generally 
very  good,  the  other  supplies  coming  from  Sweden,  Finland,  and 
Cronstadt.  Those  from  Norway  continue  to  diminish  ; and  the 
importation  of  Riga  baulks  has  also  fallen  off  in  consequence  of 
the  competition  of  American  pitch  pine,  encouraged  by  low 
freights. 

Supplies  generally  were  very  large  and  overtook  the  demand, 
so  that  prices  weakened.  The  stock  of  sawn  timber  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  unprecedentedly  large.  Exporters,  however,  asking 
and  obtaining  much  higher  prices  for  1893  shipments  than  for 
1892,  the  prospects  for  the  current  year  were  not  unfavourable. 


Exports. 


The  chief  articles  of  exportation  from  our  port  compare  with 
the  exports  of  the  previous  years  as  follows  : — 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Sugar,  refined 
Tobacco  and  cigars 
Rice  . . . . . . 

Manufactured  goods 
Fruit  and  vegetables 
Metals,  manufactured 
„ raw . . . . 

Distilled  liquors  .. 
Drugs,  spices,  &c.  . . 
Earthenware 
Butter 
Cheese 
Cotfee 

Fish 


1892. 

1891. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

95,669 

88,565 

20,219 

20,293 

19,665 

21,294 

12,952 

13,176 

12,508 

10,277 

42,003 

37,234 

50,908 

50,042 

5,230 

6,223 

18,871 

20,418 

7,810 

6,465 

1,154 

1,143 

7,311 

7,306 

17,064 

15,183 

3,952 

3,740 

Considerable  quantities  of  German  smelting  cokes  found  their 
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way  via  Amsterdam  to  Swedish,  Norwegian,  Danish,  and  Russian 
ports  at  ballast  freights,  principally  in  sailing  vessels  engaged  in 
the  timber  carrying  trade. 


Industries. 

No  great  change  can  be  reported  in  the  position  of  our  chief 
industries  since  1891. 

In  the  diamond  cutting  and  polishing  industry,  as  referred  to 
in  my  opening  remarks,  the  state  of  trade  has  remained  unchanged 
for  the  better,  and  a further  number  of  works  has  had  to  be 
closed.  An  American  firm  has  been  engaging  workmen  in 
Amsterdam,  with  a view  of  planting  this  branch  of  industry  in  the 
United  States,  which  have  been,  and  remain  the  best  customer  of 
Amsterdam  for  cut  diamonds. 

The  sugar  refineries,  now  reduced  to  four,  complain  that  the 
margin  between  the  price  of  raw  and  refined  sugar  lias  almost 
ceased  to  exist.  The  quantity  exported  was,  however,  materially 
greater  than  in  1891. 

Millers  and  bread  factories  had  an  exceedingly  bad  year  of  it, 
the  losses  on  the  raw  material  being  enormous,  and  several 
failures  occurred  in  this  branch  of  business.  Indeed,  in  November 
and  December  there  was  a complete  panic ; prices  of  ordinary 
flour  had  fallen  from  11s.  9 d.  per  cwt.  in  January  to  7s.  6d.  per 
cwt.  in  December ; and  the  inundation  of  the  country  with  cheap 
American  flour  made  it  impossible  for  the  millers  to  compete. 

Breweries  had  a steady  and  increasing  trade,  but  at  unsatis- 
factory prices. 

Saw-mills  were  fully  employed  throughout  the  year. 

In  shipbuilding  there  was  little  doing,  and  it  appears  clearly 
established  that  Amsterdam  cannot  compete  for  the  construction 
of  new  vessels,  partly  on  account  of  high  wages,  partly  from  the 
absence  of  any  staff  of  trained  workmen. 

Distillers  had  a less  satisfactory  year  to  chronicle,  principally 
in  consequence  of  the  protectionist  tendencies  of  foreign  countries; 
and  the  exportation  fell  off  considerably. 


Navigation. 

In  this  respect  there  is  not  much  of  a satisfactory  nature  to 
report.  Freights  during  the  year  were  very  unremunerative,  and 
with  the  exception  of  two  new  lines  from  our  port  to  Africa — the 
German  East  African  Line  and  the  British  Colonial  Steam 
Navigation  Company,  both  of  which  new  call  here  for  goods  and 
passengers — no  new  lines  of  communication  with  other  parts  of 
the  world  were  opened  in  1892.  The  working  of  the  existing 
lines  was,  on  the  whole,  less  satisfactory  and  remunerative  than  in 
1891.  Adventuring  steamers  had  a very  hard  time  of  it,  and  only 
the  best  and  newest  sailing  ships  could  succeed  in  showing  any 
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profit  whatsoever.  Quarantine  in  Spain,  Portugal,  Greece,  and 
Turkey,  applied  in  the  stringent  and  unreasonable  manner 
peculiar  to  those  countries,  seriously  interfered  with  the  working 
of  regular  liners  and  others. 

The  commercial  fleet  of  Amsterdam  stands  as  follows  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year : — 


Year. 

Total 
V essels. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Tons. 

1892  

97 

63 

34 

132,713 

1891  .. 

89 

49 

40 

116,087 

The  increase  in  steamers  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  transfer  of  the 
steamers  of  the  English  Oceanic  Line  to  the  Dutch  flag. 

The  falling-off  in  freights  was  most  serious,  and  the  owners  of 
many  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  preferred  to  lay  them  up  rather 
than  run  at  a certain  loss. 

The  outports  of  Ymuiden  and  Zaandam  continued  in  the  year 
1892  to  make  considerable  progress.  At  Ymuiden  the  fish  trade 
continues  steadily  to  increase,  and  no  doubt  will  be  established 
there  on  a much  larger  scale  so  soon  as  the  new  harbour  for  fishing 
vessels  shall  have  been  constructed. 

The  new  large  lock  by  which  vessels  of  650  feet  in  length  can 
be  admitted  to  the  North  Sea  Canal  is  nearly  completed.  A 
direct  tramline  of  railway  from  Amsterdam  to  Ymuiden  is 
contemplated. 

Zaandam,  with  its  immense  trade  and  industry  in  timber,  rice, 
seeds,  &c.,  and  with  its  eminently  safe  and  practical  harbour, 
continues  to  flourish  steadily,  and  the  comparative  cheapness  of 
labour  there  is  a feature  very  much  in  its  favour.  It  may  for  all 
practical  purposes  be  considered  as  forming  an  integral  part  of  the 
port  of  Amsterdam. 

I have  been  requested  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Amsterdam  to  call  the  attention  of  my  Government  to  the  fact 
that  during  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1892  this  disease  only 
occurred  sporadically  in  Holland,  and  that  there  has  never  been 
the  least  reason  to  divert  ships  bound  to  Dutch  ports  from  their 
destination,  or  to  impose  stringent  quarantine  regulations  on  goods 
coming  from  or  in  transit  through  the  same. 

There  have,  in  fact,  occurred  but  exceedingly  few  cases  of  true 
Asiatic  cholera  in  my  district,  and  I can  say  from  personal 
observation  that  I am  convinced  that  nearly  all,  if  not  all  of  them, 
coull  be  traced  to  imported  disease. 

The  general  state  of  health  here  was  and  continues  to  be 
excellent,  and  compares  very  satisfactorily  with  that  of  most  other 
European  ports. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Amsterdam  during  the 

Year  1892. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Austrian  ... 

Belgian 

British 

Danish 

French 

German 

Italian 

Dutch 

Portuguese ... 
Norwegian  ... 
Russian 
Spanish 
Swedish 

32 

15 

4 

5 
4 

63 

*77 

9 

1 

6 

22, *073 
2,924 
1,116 
2,697 
4,856 
30,621 

30,1*35 

5,509 

1,266 

2,948 

2 

1 

716 

9 

12 

167 

513 

2 

86 

27 

19 

2,519 

1,158 

525,135 

7,076 

3,673 

119,217 

42*1*150 

1,114 

42,330 

33*000 

13,282 

2 

1 

748 

24 
16 

172 

4 

576 

2 

163 

9 

28 

25 

2,519 

1,158 

547,208 

10,000 

4,789 

121,914 

4,856 

451,771 

1,114 

72,465 

5,509 

34,266 

16,230 

Total 

216 

104,115 

1,554 

1,169,654 

1,770 

1,273,799 

Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Austrian  ... 

Belgian 

British 

Danish 

French 

German 

Italian 

Dutch 

Portuguese ... 
Norwegian ... 
Russian 
Spanish 
Swedish 

*30 

15 

4 

11 

6 

63 

76 

9 

1 

6 

15,751 

2,697 

1,116 

4,559 

7,561 

28,304 

29,912 
5,409 
1,266 
i 2,948 

2 

1 

719 

11 

12 

169 

519 

2 

85 

*30 

19 

2,519 

1,158 

526,215 

9,665 

3,673 

117,617 

42A650 

1,155 

41,630 

36*490 
13, £82 

2 

1 

749 

26 

16 

180 

6 

582 

2 

161 

9 

31 

25 

2,519 

1,158 

541,966 

12,362 

4,789 

122,176 

7,561 

452,954 

1,155 

71,542 

5,409 

57,756 

16,230 

Total 

221 

99,523 

1,569 

1,178,054 

1,790 

1,277,577 

Return  of  some  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  the  Port 
of  Amsterdam  during  the  Years  1890-92. 


Articles. 

Coffee 

Tons 

Sugar  

Tea 

Hides 

Number 

Rice 

Tons 

Cotton 

Bales 

Tobacco., 

Tons 

Rye  

W heat 

Quarters 

Flour  

Tons 

Linseed.. 

Quarters 

Tons 

Petroleum 

Quantity. 


1890. 

| 

1 1891. 

1892. 

24,679 

29,552 

26,290 

62,884 

80,100 

65,590 

2.023 

1,922 

2,6  0 

274,175 

311,737 

315,780 

25,591 

29,605 

20,8^8 

30,439 

42,723 

64,800 

23,586 

29,270 

28,079 

265,097 

397,696 

69,615 

1 07,211 

263,459 

245,640 

26,517 

31,162 

28,115 

334,520 

444,988 

367,000 

49,580 

58,740 

. . 
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. . lid. 
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..  Id. 
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« • 
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Id. 
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..  l|d. 

1246.  Madrid 
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. . l|d. 
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, . 
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1200.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1259.  Port  Said  . . 

• * 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4|d. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2!d . 
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..  Id. 

1261.  Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1203.  Charleston  . . 

..  2|d. 

1262.  Samoa 

1204.  Syra 

..  Id. 

1263.  Eio  Grande  do  Su' 

2!d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

..  2|d. 

1264.  Jeddah 

, , 

id. 

1206.  Suakin 

..  l|d. 

1265.  Yienna 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

. . Id. 

1266.  Shanghai  . . 

. , 

3d. 

1208  Somali  Coast 

..  Id. 
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lid. 
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1269.  Cadiz 
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|d. 

1213.  Havana 

..  2d. 
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, . 
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..  Id. 
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Consul  Stigand  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Manila , July  24,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  Commercial  Report  for 
1892,  and  to  beg  your  indulgence  for  the  lateness  of  its 
production. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  statistics  here  is  very  considerable. 
The  official  statistics  published  in  the  “ Estadistica  General  ” for 
the  Philippines  for  189 1 have  only  just  made  their  appearance,  and 
are  of  no  practical  use  now.  Besides  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
statistics,  the  recency  of  my  arrival  here  and  much  occupation 
and  indisposition  have  also  had  retarding  effects. 

I am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  some  of  the  British 
merchants  here  for  a great  part  of  the  facts  and  figures  contained 
in  the  Report,  and  especially  among  them  to  Mr.  John  Macleod, 
of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Macleod  and  Co.,  of  Manila,  for  many 
valuable  observations  included  in  the  Report,  and  also  for  the 
carefully  prepared  Statistical  Tables  published  annually  by  the 
firm. 

. I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  STIGAND. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Philippine  Islands  for  1892. 
Abstract  of  Contents. 


Page 


General  characteristics — 
Area 

Temperature  .. 
Inhabitants 
Fauna  . . 

Reptiles. . 

Flora,  &c. 


(1633) 


A 2 


2 

3 

4 

5 
G 

6 


9 


SPAIN. 


General 
• haracter- 
istics. 


Abstract 

Exports — 

Tariff 

of  Contents— 

-continued. 

Page 

7 

Hemp  . . 

. . 

8 

Sugar  . , 

. . 

8 

Coffee  . . . . . . 

. . 

8 

Cigars  and  tobacco 

.. 

. . 

8 

Sapan  wood 

9 

Indigo  . . 

. . 

. . 

9 

Rice 

. . 

9 

Coal 

9 

Woods 

9 

Gutta-percba  . . 

. . 

9 

Tea  planting 

. . 

. . 

10 

Imports — 

General  remarks 

10 

Furniture 

, . 

12 

Cotton  tissues  . . 

12 

Boots  and  shoes 

, . 

12 

Hats  . . 

13 

Hardware 

13 

Glass  and  porcelain  . . 

. . 

13 

Wines,  beer,  and  spirits 

13,14 

Flour  .. 

14 

Tinned  goods  . . 

. « 

14 

Petroleum 

. t 

14 

Customs — 

Manner  of  levying 

. . 

14 

Contraband 

14 

Exchange 

... 

15 

Coinage  . . 

15 

Shipping  and  freights  . . 

15 

Public  works 

16 

Railways  . . . . 

17 

Agriculture 

. . 

18 

Mines,  woods,  and  forests 

18 

Trade  of  Iloilo  . . 

19 

„ Cebu  . . 

. . 

20 

General  Character  istics  of  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Although  various  of  my  predecessors  have  given  full  and 
interesting  accounts  of  these  tropical  islands,  yet  they  lie  so  much 
out  of  the  ordinary  track  of  travel  and  observation  that  a brief 
notice  of  their  chief  characteristics  may  still  form  a fitting  intro- 
duction to  a commercial  report. 

The  Philippine  Islands  were  discovered  by  Magelhanes,  a 
Portuguese  mariner  in  the  Spanish  service,  who  gave  his  name  to 
the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  who  wa3  killed  in  Mindanao  in  an 
affray  with  the  natives,  and  was  thus  prevented  from  being  the 
first  circumnavigator  of  the  globe,  a glory  which  was  reserved  for 
his  lieutenant,  Elcano.  A monument  in  Manila  is  raised  to 
commemorate  Magelhanes.  The  Philippines  were  so  called  after 
Philip  II.,  and  were  annexed  to  Spain  in  1565.  They  are  an 
extremely  fertile  group  of  islands,  over  500  in  number, 
rich  both  in  soil  and  in  minerals,  which,  together  with  the 
Carolinas,  Pelews,  and  the  Mariannes,  form  an  area  of  116,256 
square  miles.  They  are,  therefore,  only  about  32,000  square 
miles  smaller  than  the  Empire  of  Japan,  nearly  equal  in  area  to 
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the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  about 
8,000  square  miles  larger  than  New  Zealand. 

Of  the  500  islands  comprising  the  group  numbers  are,  of 
course,  very  small  and  mere  rocks,  but  the  chief  islands— Luzon, 
Mindanao,  Mindoro,  Paraguas,  and  some  others — are  of  a goodly 
size.  Luzon  is  the  largest  island  of  the  group,  and  has  a length 
of  464  miles,  trending  in  a narrow  slip  something  of  the  form 
of  the  claw  of  a lobster  without  the  pincers  from  south-east  to 
north-west,  and  is  the  most  favoured  of  the  group  for  fertility ; 
it  has  abundant  rivers  always  flowing  from  lofty  forest-clothed 
mountain  ranges  in  the  interior,  so  that  the  country  is  well  irri- 
gated, and  on  account  of  the  abundant  rains,  sometimes  con- 
tinuous and  sometimes  intermittent,  not  only  are  the  rivers  kept 
always  flowing,  but  the  country  is  always  green  and  never  dried 
up  as  in  Sicily,  Syria,  and  other  countries  with  a much  lower 
temperature. 

Luzon  has  about  40,024  square  miles  of  land  area,  and  is, 
therefore,  about  10,800  square  miles  less  than  England,  but 
larger  than  Ireland. 

Mindanao,  the  next  largest  island,  lies  quite  to  the  south,  and 
has  something  like  the  form  of  a crab,  with  one  very  long  claw  ; 
it  is  smaller  than  Ireland  but  larger  than  Scotland.  It  is  very 
mountainous,  and  contains  the  highest  volcano  on  the  islands, 

Apo,  which  is  still  active,  and  is,  according  to  the  measurement  of 
Messrs.  Schadenberg  Otto  Kirch,  nearly  10,000  feet  in  height,  z.e., 
about  as  tall  as  Etna.  The  island  has  three  good  sized  lakes  in 
the  interior —one,  Maguindanao,  close  under  the  volcano  of  Apo, 
is  20  miles  long  by  12  miles  broad.  The  lake  Malanao  is  only  10 
miles  distant  trom  the  north  coast,  and  the  Mahommedan  races 
still  bar  the  way  to  it,  for  a good  part  of  the  soil  of  the  island  is 
still  held  by  old  Mahommedan  races  who  have  never  been  sub- 
dued. The  chief  port  of  the  island  is  Zamboanga. 

All  the  islands,  with  the  exception  of  Mindanao,  are  much 
longer  than  they  are  broad,  and  of  a straggling,  scraggy  form, 
with  coast  lines  most  irregularly  indented,  forming  abundance  of 
inland  seas  and  harbours.  The  aspect  of  the  islands  on  the  map 
have  a much  more  disorderly  character  than  Japan,  and  tells  the 
tale  of  the  territorial  revolutions  to  which  the  soil  has  been  sub- 
jected by  the  frequency  of  earthquakes  and  volcanic  disturbances. 

Although  the  islands  cover  1,000  miles  from  north  to  south 
and  extend  over  17  degrees  of  latitude,  there  is  no  very  great 
difference  of  climate  in  them,  although  the  climate  of  Aparri  in 
the  extreme  heat  of  the  hot  season  is  about  5 degrees  or  6 degrees 
cooler  than  that  of  Manila.  In  the  mountains,  some  peaks  of 
which  rise  to  6,000  feet  and  7,000  feet,  cool  retreats  might  be 
found,  but  they  are  not  habitable,  partly  from  want  of  roads  and 
accommodation,  and  partly  because  the  natives  are  still  in  a half- 
subdued,  half  savage  state. 

The  general  temperature  of  Luzon  has  a mean  of  81°  Fahr.  Temporal 
for  the  whole  year.  The  coolest  months  are  December,  January, 
and  February;  the  hottest,  April,  May,  and  the  beginning  of 
(1633; 
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June;  from  December  to  June  is  the  dry  season,  and  from  June 
to  December  is  the  wet  season.  In  the  hottest  weather  the 
maximum  temperature  is  92  degrees  in  the  shade,  and  that 
temperature  is  quite  sufficient  to  make  it  feel  exhausting  to  most 
Europeans,  and  f'ew  can  stay  here  many  years  without  feeling  the 
effects  of  the  climate.  The  rains  have  the  result  of  lowering  the 
temperature  to  a maximum  of  4 degrees  or  5 degree-,  and  the 
minimum  still  more,  but  the  atmosphere,  as  in  all  tropical 
countries  where  there  are  rainy  seasons,  is  very  depressive 
from  being  so  charged  with  moisture.  Nevertheless,  with  the 
exception  of  ailments  common  to  all  hot  climates  for  Europeans, 
the  climate  is  not  so  unhealthy  as  some  others  on  the  same 
isothermal  lines,  and  although  at  times  there  is  a good  deal  of 
sickness  about  from  fever  and  internal  complaints,  there  is  no 
such  a regular  endemic  fever  as  the  yellow  fever,  and  there  are 
no  desiccating  hot  winds  like  the  sirocco. 

Few,  however,  of  the  residents,  official  or  non-official,  remain 
here  long  among  the  Spaniards  and  Europeans.  Of  the  chief 
Englis.li  commercial  houses  here  the  heads  chiefly  reside  in 
England,  for  the  practice  is  for  the  heads  of  business  houses  to 
serve  their  time  here  for  a certain  number  of  years,  and  then  to 
retire  to  the  direction  of  affairs  in  their  seats  of  business  in 
London  and  elsewhere,  and  retaining  control  over  their  establish- 
ments in  the  Philippines  b}7  telegraph. 

The  permanency  of  tropical  temperature  in  the  islands,  how- 
ever favourable  for  the  production  of  sugar,  hemp,  tobacco,  and 
vegetation  generally,  tells  much  even  on  the  physique  of  the 
native  inhabitants,  who  are  mostly  undersized  and  not  too  well 
favoured  specimens  of  the  Malay  type.  They  are,  however, 
when  young,  very  docile,  and  make  as  u muchachos,5’  or  boys, 
very  fair  household  servants.  The  natives  are  all  called  “ Indios  ” 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  are,  as  a rule,  unenterprising  and  indolent, 
unless  well  looked  after.  They  never  talk  to  their  employers,  and 
seem  to  be  incapable  of  any  attachment  to  them.  They  are  much 
in  the  hands  of  the  priests,  and  are  very  superstitious.  Their 
chief  sports  are  cock-fighting  and  gambling,  and  most  of 
the  Malay  men  and  boys  have  a pet  coq  de  bataille,” 
who  they  carry  about  like  a baby  on  their  arms,  and  whose 
comfort  they  look  to  before  that  of  wife  or  children.  Women, 
children,  and  priests  smoke  everywhere,  and  especially  in  the 
streets;  a grey-haired  old  lady  with  a huge  cheroot  in  her  mouth 
is  no  uncommon  object  out  of  doors.  The  people  are,  however, 
clean  in  their  habits  externally.  The  men  usually  wear  spotless 
shirts,  sometimes  with  embroidered  fronts,  and  with  skirts  float- 
ing outside  their  trowsers,  which  have  at  first  a peculiar 
appearance,  and  the  women  wear  clean  gauzy  scarves  of  pina  over 
their  shoulders,  sometimes  richly  embroidered,  with  a bodice  of 
the  same  stuff,  and  a long  skirt  of  some  bright  stuff,  with  a shorter 
over-skirt  of  some  black  silken  material.  They  generally  go  bare- 
footed altogether.  A few,  however,  wear  socks,  with  <(  chinelas,’' 
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or  slippers,  in  fine  weather,  and  clogs  in  wet  wether.  They  carry 
generally  black  umbrellas,  which  serve  as  parasols  and  umbrellas 
at  the  same  time,  and  are  very  fond  of  tawdry  jewellery. 

The  richer  “ mestizas  55  are  ablaze  with  e(  strass  ” on  holidays 
and  feast  days. 

Such  are  the  people  in  the  towns,  but  there  are  tribes  in  the 
interior  still,  as  I have  mentioned,  in  a savage  or  half-savage 
state — the  Igorrotes  of  the  mountains  in  the  west  of  Luzon  are 
one  tribe  of  these,  the  Negritos  of  the  island,  of  evident  negro 
origin,  are  another,  and  the  Moros  of  Mindanao,  already 
mentioned,  who  appear  to  be  descended  from  the  Mussulman 
Dyaks  of  Borneo. 

The  fauna  of  the  country  is  of  a very  poor  character.  The  Fauna. 
“ caribao,”  or  buffalo,  is  the  biggest  creature  in  the  islands.  They 
appear  to  have  been  brought  originally  from  China,  though  now 
they  are  found  in  a wild  state  in  the  interior.  It  is  one  of  the 
ugliest  of  beasts,  with  a dirty,  dark,  black  head,  like  that  of  an 
elephant,  and  with  enormous  black  horns,  bending  horizontally 
backwards.  It  does  a great  deal  of  heavy  work,  and  is  patient 
and  under  complete  control  when  guided  by  a native,  for 
foreigners  cannot  manage  them ; in  its  wild  state  it  is  dangerous. 

There  are  no  native  fauna  of  any  account.  The  wild  pigs  and 
wild  deer,  which  are  abundant,  may  have  been  introduced  from 
other  islands  or  from  China.  There  are  no  lions,  tigers,  leopards, 
or  beasts  of  prey  of  any  kind — nothing  larger  than  wild  cats  and 
pariah  dogs.  There  is  a useful  race  of  spirited  ponies  on  the 
islands,  which  appear  to  have  been  brought  here  by  the  Spaniards. 

They  thrive  well,  are  very  hardy,  and  work  willingly.  Monkeys 
of  a small  kind  abound,  too,  in  the  forests,  and  in  Mindoro  and 
other  islands  there  is  a diminutive  species  of  deer  not  much 
larger  than  a small  terrier,  and  very  graceful  in  form.  Bats  , are 
abundant,  and  there  is  a large  species  as  big  as  the  flying-foxes 
of  India. 

The  poverty  of  the  fauna  contrasts  strongly  with  the  richness 
of  the  same  in  the  neighbouring  islands  of  Java,  Borneo,  and 
Sumatra,  and  even  in  China,  where  there  are  tigers  at  less  than 
three  days’  sail  from  here,  and  the  great  lack  of  the  larger 
species  of  l(  mammalia”  may  probably  be  accounted  for  by  the 
great  depth  of  sea  which  began  to  surround  the  island  before  the 
period  of  the  advent  of  “ mammalia,”  caused  by  the  intensity  of 
volcanic  action,  which  excavated  the  floors  of  the  neighbouring 
seas,  and  so  prevented  the  migration  of  the  larger  beasts  from 
the  Asiatic  Continent,  while  the  shallowness  of  the  seas  surround- 
ing the  western  islands  renders  it  probable  that  these  formerly 
formed  part  of  the  Asiatic  Continent. 

A few  cattle  of  European  breed  are  yearly  imported  into  the 
island.  Some  have  lately  been  imported  from  Queensland,  and 
sheep  are  imported  from  Hong-Kong,  but  neither  cattle  nor  sheep 
thrive  here  as  pastured  at  present,  although  I am  told  there  are 
rich  plains  of  meadow  grass  in  the  interior  well  suited  for 
pasturage.  The  meat  of  both  cattle  and  sheep  is  generally  very 
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flavourless,  which  may  he  in  part  accounted  for  by  the  inability 
to  keep  it  at  any  time  for  more  than  one  day  after  it  is  killed. 

Birds,  too,  are  very  poor  in  variety  of  species.  Rar&  birds 
of  paradise  and  other  bright  plumaged  birds  are  found  in  remote 
forests,  and  snipe  and  wild  duck  abound  in  some  places.  There 
is  a total  alienee  of  singing  birds. 

Fishes  of  an  edible  sort  are  poorly  represented.  There  are 
abundance  of  sharks  along  the  coasts  and  in  the  bays,  but  there 
are  few  decent  fish  for  the  table,  and  of  all  the  creatures  caught 
in  the  sea,  prawns  are  the  most  palatable. 

The  genera  and  species  of  reptiles  and  insects  are,  however, 
very  various,  and  abundant  crocodiles  are  found  in  most  of  the 
deep  rivers  and  uncultivated  tracks.  Enormous  lizards, 
4<  iguanas,”  frogs,  snakes,  crabs,  centipedes,  “ tarantulas,”  huge 
spiders,  ants,  cockroaches,  mosquitoes,  beetles,  &c.,  abound, 
more  or  less,  everywhere.  In  the  dry  weather  the  trees  around 
Manila  are  quite  illuminated  with  fireflies.  With  insects  in  the 
house,  however,  one  is  less  troubled  than  in  most  tropical 
countries,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  predominance  of  the  lizards  and 
“ chacons,”  which  devour  them,  and  which  swarm  sometimes  on 
the  ceilings  by  lamplight,  and  are  quite  harmless,  while 
beneficial. 

There  are  huge  pythons  in  the  interior  of  the  forests  and 
various  poisonous  snakes  in  the  fields  and  woods,  some  of  whom 
have  a deadly  bite,  but  people  may  pass  their  lives  here  without 
seeing  a snake.  Although  a harmless  species,  the  ratsnake 
frequently  takes  up  his  lodging  under  the  roof,  and  only  makes 
his  presence  known  by  the  squeals  of  the  rats  which  he  seizes. 

The  ants,  white  and  red,  and  others,  and  the  cockroaches  and 
mosquitoes  are  more  troublesome  and  destructive.  Against  the 
white  ants  precautions  have  to  be  taken  by  putting  the  legs  of 
tables  and  sideboard  into  basins  filled  with  water  to  prevent  their 
climbing  up  and  attacking  articles  of  food,  and  the  destruction  of 
wood  produced  by  the  white  ant  is  something  incredible — none 
but  the  hardest  fibres  withstand  their  ravages. 

The  “flora’’  of  the  islands  would  require  a long  chapter  for 
proper  treatment.  There  is  a great  absence  of  flowering  plants, 
and  those  which  do  flower  have,  as  a rule,  very  small  flowers,  and 
the  absence  of  odorous  blossoms  is  as  remarkable  as  the  absence 
of  singing  birds.  Flowering  orchids  are  abundant,  both  in  variety 
and  quantity,  in  the  forests,  but  in  the  towns  a fair  sized  plant  of 
an  ordinary  species  cannot  be  procured  under  1 dol.  (about  os.). 
By  the  roadsides  near  Manila  the  principal  trees  to  be  seen  are 
the  tall  and  graceful  betel-nut  palm,  bamboo,  bananas,  and  other 
tropical  trees  and  plants.  Vegetables — beans  and  peas,  for 

example — are  grown  here  by  covering  them  up  from  the  sun 
with  trelliswork,  covered  with  banana  and  other  leaves,  but  most 
of  the  vegetables  are  brought  from  IIong-Kong.  There  is  hardly 
any  eatable  fruit  but  mangoes  and  pine-apples,  the  latter  growing 
as  commonly  as  weeds.  The  sugar-cane,  coffee  plant,  “ abaca  ” or 
hemp,  tobacco,  maize,  and  rice  are  the  plants  chiefly  cultivated. 
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As  for  the  woods  of  the  country  their  nomenclature  forms  an 
immense  list,  and  the  better  kind  of  woods  are  too  little  known. 

Some  of  these  woods  are  excellently  suited  for  furniture,  especially 
the  <f  narra”  wood,  which  has  the  look  of  mahogany,  but  is  not  so 
close  in  grain,  while  having  a lighter  colour. 

General  Remarks  on  llie  Commercial  Year  of  1892. 

While  the  year  1892  was  remarkable  for  its  large  crops,  those  General 
of  hemp,  sugar,  and  tobacco  being  the  largest  ever  known  in 
these  Islands,  export  business  dragged  slowly  during  the  year,  merchi 
and  had  to  be  forced  from  this  side  in  the  matter  of  the  principal 
articles,  the  consumers  steadily  holding  off,  awaiting  offers  (with 
the  exception  of  the  higher  grades  of  sugar,  which  during  the 
months  of  May  to  August  inclusive  were  eagerly  sought  after 
for  China).  Tobacco,  of  course,  had  its  steady  profitable  outlet 
owing  to  contracts  with  the  Spanish  Government.  Importers 
had  a fair  year,  and  though  their  profits  will  not  have  been  large, 
owing  to  the  steady  decline  of  exchange,  their  business  has  been 
steady  and  safe,  owing  to  the  present  system  of  payment,  which 
may  be  almost  called  cash. 


Exports , 

The  total  value  of  exports  in  1892  was  33,479,000  dol.,  and  Exports, 
in  1891,  25,750,000  dol. 

The  present  year  has  opened  well,  and  from  the  beginning  of 
January  to  date  a brisk  business  has  been  done  in  all  branches. 

The  steadily  rising  price  of  sugar  has  been  of  immense  benefit  to 
the  country,  and  has  given  a great  impulse  to  the  import  trade. 

The  dearnesa  of  cotton  in  the  home  markets,  however,  has  been  a 
check  in  some  degree  to  this  trade.  Hemp,  which  had  been  in 
steady  demand  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  has  received  a 
check  for  the  moment  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  large  American 
Syndicate,  ftice,  which  forms  the  staple  food  of  the  native,  is 
plentiful  and  cheap,  and  the  hemp  and  sugar  crops  promise  to  be 
not  far  behind  last  year,  so  that  all  round  things  point  towards  a 
prosperous  year. 

The  (i  Estadistica  General,5’  published  by  the  Director  of  the 
“ Hacienda,”  is  fairly  reliable,  but  its  tardy  issue  makes  it  utterly 
useless  for  all  practical  purposes.  (The  1891  u Estadistica  ” is 
only  just  issued.) 

The  chief  difference  between  the  tariff  of  1891  and  the  former  TarMI*. 
one  is,  that  while  the  former  was  mode  on  more  or  less  equitable 
terms  and  with  regard  to  treaties  existing  with  other  countries, 
the  latter  solely  points  to  the  diminishing  of  foreign  imports  by 
its  high  protective  duties  and  its  favouritism  towards  Spanish 
goods.  Even  flour  and  other  necessities  that  Spain  in  no  case 
could  supply  this  country  with,  have  been  heavily  and  unjustly 
taxed.  The  excuse  given  by  the  Government  for  the  high  taxes 
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was  the  bad  state  of  the  exchequer.  One  of  the  greatest  evils  of 
the  new  tariff  is  the  conditions  it  imposes,  allowing  unscrupulous 
administrators  of  customs  plenty  of  ground  for  fineing  right  and 
left. 

Hemp  is  still  considered  the  chief  article  of  export,  but  last 
year  the  value  of  sugar  exported  was  not  far  behind,  being 
12,983,128  dol.,  against  hemp  14,624,398  dol.  In  1891  sugar 
value  was  8,508,184  dol.,  against  hemp  11,757,619  dol.  Price  of 
hemp  ruled  from  8 dol.  to  9 dol.  per  picul  for  current  quality  from 
beginning  of  the  year  to  September,  when  it  advanced  to  10*75  dol. 
and  remained  at  this  price  with  slight  fluctuations  until  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  1891  the  year  opened  with  price  at  10-75  dol., 
which  was  more  or  less  sustained  until  April,  when  the  price 
began  steadily  to  decline  until  it  reached  8*25  dol.  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  production  of  hemp  was  95,016  tons  against 
84,928  tons  in  1891,  and  exports  were  98,813  tons  against  79,443 
tons  in  1891. 

In  no  other  place  is  the  same  class  of  hemp  grown  as  here, 
although  it  has  often  been  tried,  but  the  tree  evidently  requires 
special  climatic  influences.  Its  competitors  are  sisal,  New 
Zealand  grass  and  jute  principally,  but  the  fibre  of  the  Philippine 
hemp  is  longer  and  stronger  than  all,  and  especially  is  it  far 
superior  for  ship’s  use  where  it  has  to  stand  water. 

Sisal  grass  would  not  do  well  here,  as  being  a cactus  plant  it 
requires  a dry  sandy  soil. 

Last  year’s  sugar  crop  was  the  largest  ever  known  in  these 
Islands,  and  about  45  per  cent,  above  the  previous  year.  The 
exports  were  3,951,060  piculs  against  2,662,625  piculs  in  1891. 
This  includes  all  kinds.  Wet  sugar  now  forms  a small  part  of 
the  sugar  crop  and  is  steadily  decreasing  in  quantity,  which  is 
due  to  improved  cultivation  and  machinery.  Under  the  old 
United  States  tariff  it  paid  the  Philippines  better  to  produce  the 
lower  grades,  but  under  the  present  tariff  in  United  States  it 
pays  better  to  make  the  higher  grades.  Although  a great  deal  of 
machinery  has  been  introduced  into  these  Islands  there  is  room 
for  a vast  amount  more,  as  in  a good  many  parts  the  manner  of 
crushing  the  cane  and  boiling  the  sugar  is  still  very  primitive. 

The  coffee  crop  has  become  a small  factor  in  Philippine  pro- 
ducts. About  4 to  5 years  ago  the  crop  averaged  about 
100,000  piculs  per  annum,  but  then  a worm  attacked  the 
plants  in  the  Batangas  district  and  nearly  destroyed  the  whole 
growth.  The  crop  in  1891  was  45,916  piculs  and  last  year  was 
only  21,223  piculs,  while  the  present  year’s  crop  will  probably 
not  be  above  8,000  piculs,  and  if  the  merchants  show  no  fore- 
thought, and  ship  coffee  out  of  the  country,  we  may  see  the 
anomaly  of  having  coffee  imported. 

Last  year  showed  a large  increase  in  the  cigar  trade,  and 
137,059  mil.  were  exported  against  97,740  mil.  in  1891. 
Several  new  factories  have  been  started  and  the  older  ones  have 
extended  their  premises,  which  showrs  that  the  trade  is 
flourishing. 

Tobacco  (leaf)  exports  were  254,248  quintals  against  196,067 
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quintals  in  1891,  and  values  respectively  2,034,000  dol.  and 
l,568,OuO  dol. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  judge  whether  the  abolition  of  the 
Government  monopoly  has  been  a benefit  or  otherwise  to  the 
country.  The  production  has  increased,  but  on  the  other  hand 
prices  are  much  lower  than  under  the  Government  monopoly. 

Sapanwood,  used  for  dyeing  in  China,  is  not  a very  important 
part  of  Philippine  products,  last  year’s  export  being  only  61,459 
piculs  of  a value  of  about  60,000  dol. 

Formerly  the  indigo  crop  was  comparatively  good  and  5,570 
quintals  were  exported  against  1,780  quintals  in  1891.  This 
country's  indigo  is  of  too  inferior  a quality  to  compete  in  European 
markets,  and  it  only  has  acceptance  to  any  extent  in  Japan. 

Rice  was  imported  last  year  from  Saigon  and  Bangkok  to  the 
extent  of  about  1,500,000  piculs.  The  provinces  of  Pangasinan 
and  Nueva  Ecija  supplied  a surplus  over  their  own  requirements 
of  900,000  cavans,  and  this  year  they  will  probably  supply 

1.200.000  cavans  over. 

The  total  consumption  of  coal  per  annum  is  about  50,000  tons  to 

60.000  tons.  The  bulk  of  importations  is  from  Australia  and  Japan, 
say  about  half  and  half.  Cardiff  coal  is  only  used  by  Government 
steamers  and  public  works.  The  Borneo  people  have  begun  to 
send  cargoes  of  coal  to  this  market,  and  for  some  months  past 
their  steamer  “ Viner”  has  been  steadily  on  the  run,  but  so  far 
the  quality  of  the  coal  has  not  given  satisfaction,  and  only  sells  at 
a smart  reduction  on  Japan  coal.  The  islands  themselves  have 
abundant  supplies  of  coal,  but  the  existing  mines  are  hardly 
worked  for  want  of  capital  and  labour.  The  richer  deposits,  so 
far  discovered,  are  the  Compostela  mines  in  the  Island  of  Cebu, 
which  are  at  the  moment  being  actively  worked,  and  nave  already 
swallowed  up  80,000  dol.  of  capital  with,  so  far,  no  paying  output ; 
the  Masbate  deposits  which  are  in  a prospective  scheme  for  work- 
ing under  a London  syndicate.  Professor  Hilton  having  been 
sent  out  by  latter  to  prospect,  and  having  reported  the  coal  to  be 
of  first  class  quality,  and  the  district  of  Sogod  in  Albay  province, 
and  the  small  Island  of  Batan  in  Legaspi  Bay,  both  very  little 
worked. 

The  only  outside  market  for  Philippine  woods  is  China,  where 
large  quantities  are  shipped  annually,  and  the  hard  woods  of  good 
length  find  great  acceptance  in  that  market  for  the  building  of 
temples.  The  only  wood  used  here  for  furniture  is  narra,  a 
reddislnbrown  wood  that  takes  a very  fine  polish.  Camagon, 
a sort  of  ebony,  is  also  a good  wood  for  ornamental  work,  but  it  is 
defective  owing  to  the  white  streaks  that  run  through  it.  A sort 
of  boxwood  or  lignum  vitas  grows  in  the  country,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  marketable  value.  None  of  the 
Philippine  woods  have  had  a fair  trial  in  the  home  markets. 

For  a few  years  a good  business  was  done  here  in  gutta-percha, 
but  owing  to  adulteration  of  the  article  by  Chinese,  the  trade  has 
been  entirely  killed,  and  almost  no  business  has  been  done  for  two 
years.  The  coprah  business  has  become  an  important  part  of 
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Philippine  exports,  and  last  year  259,536  piculs,  of  a value  of 
908,376  dol.,  were  shipped,  against  255,468  piculs,  worth  894,138 
do!.,  in  1891. 

Chinamen  report  that  there  are  plenty  of  tea  plants  in  the 
hills  of  Nueva  Ecija,  close  by  Manila,  but  as  the  hills  are  infested 
with  thieves  they  cannot  be  cultivated.  It  is  supposed  that  in 
the  old  days,  Chinamen  had  endeavoured  to  introduce  tea  plant- 
ing and  fa-1ed,  owing  to  Philippine  persecution. 


Imports. 

There  was  an  increase  of  imports  of  2,000,000  dol.  for  the  year 
1892  as  compared  with  1891,  the  whole  imports  for  the  year  1892 
amounted  to  27,000,000  dol.  as  opposed  to  25,000,000  dol.  for 
1891. 

The  vendors  of  imported  goods  cried  out  a great  deal  against 
the  increase  of  duties  in  1891,  but  they  manage  by  increase  of 
prices  to  protect  themselves,  as  they  are  preparing  to  do  now 
again  in  consequence  of  a further  fall  in  the  value  of  the  dollar.] 


General  Remarks. 

With  respect  to  imports  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  could 
be  much  increased.  It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  that, 
although  in  gazetteers  and  almanacks  Manila  is  put  down  as  a city 
of  300,000  inhabitants,  15,000  only  are  Europeans  who  feel  any 
necessity  for  the  productions  of  Europe,  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants, 
285,000  Malays  and  Chinese,  can  do  for  the  most  part  without 
European  products  altogether,  or  if  they  do  take  them  at  all,  they 
take  them  as  they  do  false  jewellery,  for  ostentatious  use,  at  the 
cheapest  rate. 

The  wants  of  the  native  are  very  few  as  regards  clothing,  food, 
and  furniture,  and  they  are  satisfied  with  the  most  ordinary 
products. 

In  a country  where  the  labourer,  as  a rule,  gains  about  5s.  or 
6s.  per  week,  and  where  wants  are  easily  satisfied  at  that  rate, 
there  is  little  requirement  for  the  goods  of  Europe,  for  what  are 
necessaries  for  an  English  labourer  are  either  superfluities  here 
or  not  required  by  a Malay  labourer. 

The  native  huts  are  built  in  piles  and  covered  with  thatch  of 
the  foliage  of  the  nipa  tree — a tree  which  grows  abundantly  in 
wild  and  marshy  ground — and  which  recall  the  habitations  of  the 
lake-dwellers  of  primeval  Europe.  A native  hut  of  a fair  size  costs 
only  about  12  dol. 

The  furniture  required  by  the  man  of  the  people  is  of  the 
most  limited  and  primitive  character:  they  require  no  beds  or 
bedding — a mat  on  the  floor  being  sufficient  for  their  purpose ; 
most  of  their  cooking  is  done  out  of  doors,  a few  sticks  and  a pot 
or  two  are  sufficient  to  cook  their  rice  or  maize,  which  they  eat 
with  plaintains  or  bananas  instead  of  bread,  which  labourers 
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never  use.  Their  needs  in  clothing  too  are  not  great,  as  we  have 
mentioned  above. 

For  the  clothes  of  men  and  women  the  principal  staples  in 
the  dry  goods  line  used  to  come  from  Manchester,  but  since  the 
New  Tariff  of  1891  came  in  for  the  protection  of  Spanish  goods, 
Spain  has  been  steadily  working  up  a business  in  cotton  goods 
and  yarns.  The  new  tariff  being  much  heavier  than  the  old  one 
i3  distinctly  prejudicial  to  consumers,  and  also  prejudicial  to  the 
import  of  English  dry  goods  of  large  consumption  such  as  grey 
drills,  grey  T-cloths,  umbrellas,  and  white  shirtings ; the  first  of 
these  are  practically  driven  out  of  the  market,  and  the  latter  in 
the  finer  qualities  encounter  severe  competition  from  Spanish 
goods.  In  printed  cottons  there  is  also  severe  competition  from 
Barcelona,  but  English  goods  can  still  maintain  a footing,  as  they 
have  much  better  colours  as  a rule,  and  are  altogether  more  trust- 
worthy. In  dealings  with  Barcelona  there  are  endless  complaints 
as  to  quality,  colour,  and  length  of  pieces.  What  was  formerly  is 
now  happening,  viz.,  that  the  Barcelona  manufacturers’  prices  are 
only  a fraction  below  those  at  which  they  know  English  goods  can 
enter.  They  thus  secure  a large  part  of  the  trade,  and  the 
sufferers  are  the  consumers  in  this  market.  The  entire  trade  of 
knitted  goods  and  hosiery  is  now  in  Spanish  hands. 

There  being  no  manufactures  in  these  islands,  the  shops  of  the 
capital  are  all  supplied  with  imported  articles  for  the  use  of 
Europeans  ; but  wdth  the  exception  of  a firm  of  chemists,  Messrs. 
Watson  and  Co.,  who  import  tinned  provisions  and  wines  for  their 
customers,  and  with  the  exception  of  a good  Indian  bazaar,  kept 
by  British  subjects  from  India,  there  are  no  shops  kept  by 
British  subjects  in  Manila.  Various  other  shops,  however, 
Spanish,  French,  Belgium,  and  Chinese,  import  to  some  extent 
English  goods,  especially  dry  goods  and  hardware,  but  the  supply 
is  limited  in  quantity  and  inferior  in  quality — articles  of  the  first 
necessity  are  often  not  to  be  had  at  all — even  such  ordinary 
articles  as  table  knives  are  not  procurable  here,  except  of  so  rude 
a fashion,  with  bone  and  metal  handles  and  rough  blades,  as 
no  decent  families  in  England  would  admit  to  their  tables,  and  even 
a tolerable  penknife  is  hardly  to  be  procured,  for  the  reply 
generally  is,  “ Out  of  stock.”  In  table,  breakfast,  and  dinner 
services,  and  in  bedroom  services  the  supply  is  quite  as  deficient, 
and  decent  table  glass  can  onlyjbe  procured  by  having  it  imported 
for  one’s  own  use.  It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that 
I would  advise  the  importation  of  articles  of  elegance  and  fine 
manufacture  here,  for,  a3  I have  said  before,  the  number  of 
Europeans  who  could  appreciate  such  articles  is  very  small,  and 
even  among  that  small  number  very  few  indeed  think  of  furnish- 
ing their  houses  and  providing  for  their  tables  in  any  but  a 
provisional  fashion.  All  Europeans  are  birds  of  passage  here, 
more  or  less,  and  no  one  thinks,  as  people  think  in  India,  of 
making  a home  in  the  country  for  20  years  or  30  years.  I have 
now  been  in  the  country  only  6 months,  and  in  that  time  among 
the  Spanish  high  officials  the  whole  of  the  i(  personnel 99  has  been 
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changed  with  one  exception,  and  this  exception  will  disappear 
next  month. 

The  Captain  General  is  only  named  for  3 years ; the  General 
de  Manua,  the  next  official  in  point  of  rank,  is  only  named  for 
2 years.  Of  the  other  high  officials  it  may  be  said  they  only 
retain  office  so  long  as  the  political  party  who  appointed  them 
remain  in  power,  and  it  has  even  been  known  that  an  official 
appointed  from  Madrid  has  found  a letter  or  telegram  of  recall 
awaiting  him  on  his  arrival  at  Manila. 

In  articles  of  furniture  these  temporary  residents  are  inclined 
to  make  greater  outlay  than  in  more  fragile  productions,  for  good 
furniture  generally  at  a sale  fetches  a fair  price.  A great  deal 
of  the  furniture  is  made  by  resident  Chinese,  and  some 
bamboo  and  rattan  furniture  is  imported  from  China.  There 
are  some  Chinese  makers  of  furniture  which  have  an  established 
reputation,  and  their  goods  always  command  a good  sale  even  at 
second  hand. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  hard  wood  in  the  forests,  some  as 
hard  and  black  as  ebony,  and  one  species  of  wood  called  “narra’5 
is  very  like  mahogany  and  makes  excellent  furniture.  I have 
seen  dining  tables  here  of  ebony  made  of  one  piece  which  would 
accommodate  twenty  people. 

The  only  articles  of  imported  furniture  here  are  black  and 
white  cane-bottomed  chairs  from  Vienna,  Japanese  cabinets,  &c. 

I should  imagine  that  the  woods  used  for  furniture  here 
might  be  exported  to  Europe  with  profit,  but  certainly  none  of 
the  solid  carved  furniture  of  Europe  would  find  a market  here. 
Even  in  the  matter  of  beds  (he  residents  here  prefer  the  huge 
beds  of  native  manufacture  with  wooden  frames  and  posts  and 
cane  bottoms  to  the  lower  priced  iron  bedsteads  of  Europe. 

Having  made  these  general  remarks  on  the  distribution  of 
import  goods,  I proceed  to  mention  some  articles  of  import  in  detail. 

These,  so  far  as  Manila  is  concerned,  are  naturally  distributed 
through  the  tailors  and  dressmakers.  The  chief  tailor  here  is  a 
German,  and  the  chief  “ Magazin  de  modes  ” is  French.  Ladies 
complain  much  of  the  want  of  dressmakers,  those  who  are  best 
charge  extravagant  prices  and  make,  they  say,  badly.  Of 
milliners  also  similar  complaints  are  made.  As  for  tailoring, 
residents  confine  their  orders  as  much  as  possible  to  -white  and 
alpaca  clothing,  providing  themselves  from  abroad  with  other 
clothing  as  far  as  possible,  but  as  -white  clothing  is  used  every 
day  the  necessity  for  cloth  clothing  is  small. 

The  only  decent  working  shoemakers  are  Chinese,  who  make  the 
white  shoes  chiefly  worn  here  in  the  daytime  very  fairly.  Boots 
and  shoes  of  black,  brown,  and  glazed  leather  are  bought  chiefly 
ready  made,  and  all  come  from  Vienna,  and  are  imported  by 
Messrs.  Seeker  and  Co.,  the  leading  establishment  for  boots  and 
shoes  and  hats  in  Manila.  The  expenditure  on  boots  and  shoes, 
however,  is  not  great,  as  people  in  this  tropical  climate  walk  but 
little  as  almost  everybody  possesses  a carriage  of  some  kind. 
The  lower  classes  either  go  barefooted  or  wear  chinelas  or 
slippers. 


MANILA. 


13 


Few  tall  hats  are  to  be  seen  in  Manila,  felt  hats  and  straw  Hats, 
hats  being  mostly  worn.  These  are  imported  chiefly  from  Vienna 
and  London. 

One  would  think  that  there  was  a good  opening  here  for  a Hardware, 
house  to  supply  good  English  hardware  to  the  Philippines,  but 
such  is  not  the  case,  for  the  people  are  so  accustomed  to  the 
purchase  and  use  of  inferior  articles  that  they  would  be  unable 
to  appreciate  and  distinguish  good  articles.  As  already  men- 
tioned, nothing  is  to  be  found  in  the  shops  but  most  inferior 
articles.  Wanting  a penknife  on.  one  occasion,  I went  to  the 
only  shop  which  does  import  Rodgers’  knives,  but  as  they  were 
out  of  stock  I went  to  the  chief  stationers,  and  was  shown  a 
collection  of  rough,  rusty  blades,  with  coarse  bone  handles,  more 
fit  for  a labourer  to  cut  bread  and  cheese  with  than  cut  a pen. 

In  all  attempts,  too,  of  importing  hardware,  cheap  German  goods 
would  in  this,  as  in  other  lines,  be  found  in  formidable 
competition. 

In  glass,  porcelain,1  and  earthenware  the  shops  are  very  ill  Glass, 
supplied ; generally,  too,  the  supply  is  of  the  commonest  kind,  Porcelain>  TC* 
and  some  of  the  most  ordinary  requisites  for  domestic  use  are 
found  wanting  when  required.  The  risk  of  breakage  in  the  long 
sea  voyages,  with  obligatory  transhipments,  no  doubt  acts  as  a 
deterrent  against  the  importation  of  fine  articles,  but  I doubt  if 
anything  better  would  find  an  adequate  sale  ; the  glass  and 
porcelain  on  the  tables  of  those  who  display  the  most  pretensions 
to  elegance  are  very  ordinary  both  in  design  and  substance,  and 
in  the  frequent  house  sales  which  take  place  on  the  departure  of 
European  families,  for  the  direct  boats  to  Barcelona  and  Singa- 
pore are  always  crowded  with  home-bound  passengers,  the  aspect 
of  the  abandoned  houses  and  apartments  give  one  the  impression 
of  the  late  occupiers  having  been  only  temporarily  encamped  in 
them. 

People  who  cannot  digest  beer,  as  is  the  case  with  the  majority  wineS}  &c 
in  this  climate,  although  new  comers  may  take  to  beer  for  a time 
until  the  doctor  puts  in  his  veto,  must  drink  wine. 

The  most  accessible  wines  are  naturally  the  Spanish  'vines, 
the  u vino  tinto  ” or  red  wine,  a good  deal  of  which  is  “ val  de 
penas,”  and  the  sherries  of  Spain.  These  wines  stand  the  climate 
very  well,  but  are  too  alcoholic.  The  wine  chiefly  prescribed  by 
the  doctor  when  called  in  is  Bordeaux.  The  fine  growths  of 
Medoc,  however,  are  not  to  be  found  here  at  all,  they  could  not 
stand  the  climate,  and  it  would  be  desecration  to  attempt  to 
expose  Lafitte  or  Chateau  Margaux  to  the  temperature  of 
Luzon.  A great  deal  of  Medoc  of  ordinary  growths  is  imported, 
and  most  of  it  i3  more  or  less  alcoholized  to  give  it  a chance  of 
survival,  and  even  then  a bottle  turns  sour  almost  as  soon  as 
opened,  for  a bottle  opened  at  mid-day  is  hardly  fit  to  be  drunk 
in  the  evening,  and  a good  deal  of  the  Bordeaux  comes  acid  from 
the  shop  ; some  of  the  fault  of  this  lies  with  the  Manila  vendors, 
for  instead  of  laying  the  bottles  down  they  keep  them  all 
standing  up  in  their  shops  to  show  the  fine  labels,  and  this  often 
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in  the  hottest  corner  of  the  store.  The  white  wines  of  the  Rhine, 
Moselle  and  Hungary  keep  better,  but  even  Champagne  will  not 
keep  long  without  turning  acid.  The  “ vino  tinto  **  is  a strong, 
heavy  and  not  very  digestible  wine. 

Beer  comes  from  England  and  Germany  in  equal  quantities, 
and  now  a native  brewery  here  has  been  established  which  does 
a good  business. 

Cognac  is  imported  from  France,  and  whisky  from  Great 
Britain.  There  are  three  large  Anisette  distilleries  in  Manila 
besides  several  in  the  provinces.  Nipa  wine,  made  from  the  nipa 
tree,  is  much  drunk  by  the  natives.  The  distilleries  also  make 
cheap  gin  and  rum,  and  the  consumption  of  these  cheap  spirits  is 
very  great. 

No  wheat  being  grown  in  the  islands,  flour  is  imported  entirely 
from  California.  A few  years  ago  Australian  flour  was  importe  1 
to  some  extent,  but  the  quality  was  inferior  to  Californian  and  it 
could  not  compete. 

Tinned  goods,  according  to  class,  are  more  or  less 
divided  between  England,  France,  Germany,  and  the  United 
States. 

The  bulk  of  petroleum  comes  from  the  United  States,  but 
large  importations  have  also  been  made  of  Russian  oil,  although 
the  latter  is  not  so  much  liked  as  United  States  oil.  Large  tanks 
are  being  built  at  Marwelee  in  which  it  is  intended  that  Russian 
oil  shall  be  stored  in  bulk,  in  which  state  it  will  be  imported  in 
steamers  suitable  for  the  purpose.  Cocoanut  oil  is  used  much  by 
the  natives  and  for  lighting  the  streets,  but  the  light  it  gives  is 
a very  poor  one. 

Customs . 

The  present  manner  of  levying  customs  is  fair  enough,  but  the 
system  of  training  of  examiners  is  apparently  deficient,  as  for 
years  a certain  quality  of  goods  will  be  passed  under  a low-paying 
class,  and  suddenly  a new  examiner  appears  and  passes  it  to  a 
higher-paying  class.  This  naturally  is  very  prejudicial  to  the 
merchant  who  may  have  sold  his  goods  as  goods  of  low-paying 
class.  The  manner  of  levying  duties  on  exports  is  fair  and 
simple,  except  when  an  unpleasant  surprise  comes  on  in  the  way 
of  new  duties  without  notice. 

There  is  a good  deal  of  contraband  done  principally  by  the 
Chinese.  The  other  day  a quantity  of  fine  silks  was  found 
ingeniously  packed  in  cases  of  cotton,  and  a few  years  ago  no  less 
than  164,000  dol.  in  Mexican  dollars  were  found  packed  among 
parcels  of  matches,  and  only  a month  back  a Spanish  steamer 
from  Hong- Kong,  the  “Don  Juan/’  caught  fire,  and  being 
abandoned  at  sea  by  captain,  crew,  and  passengers,  burnt  itself 
out,  and  the  hull  still  floated  and  was  towed  into  harbour  by  another 
vessel,  and  400,000  dol.  in  Mexican  dollars  were  found  on  board 
of  her,  which  were  not  in  the  manifest,  and  which  were  intended 
to  be  smuggled.  Opium  is  also  smuggled  to  some  extent. 
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Exchange. 

The  exchange  has  been  gradually  falling  since  the  beginning  Exchange, 
of  1892,  when  the  Mexican  dollar  was  at  3s.  4f d.  for  4 months 
bank  bills  on  London,  and  gradually  declined  with  slight  fluctua- 
tions to  35.  Id.  at  the  end  of  the  year ; lately  the  Mexican  dollar 
has  had  a further  fall,  and  is  now  at  2s.  9 d.  for  4 months  bank  bills 
on  London,  and  2s.  8 d.  for  bills  at  sight — a fall  quite  unprece- 
dented. 

The  decline  in  exchange  has  been  prejudicial  to  imports  and 
favourable  to  exports ; the  prices  of  articles  of  import  are  con- 
sequently rising  in  Manila. 

The  Coinage. 

The  Spanish  Government  has  decided  not  to  establish  a mint  Coinage, 
here  for  the  present,  and  it  will  probably  be  years  before  they  do 
so.  The  only  benefit^  to  be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  a 
mint  here  would  be  to  do  away  with  the  present  false  currency ; 
the  present  currency  being  made  up  of  half  dollars  coined  here, 
and  2 per  cent,  under  value  of  Mexican  dollars  in  silver,  and 
Mexican  dollars  of  no  later  date  than  1877.  It  would  also  put  a 
stop  to  the  present  tendency  to  introduce  dollars  contraband,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  present  coins  would  lose  2 per  cent,  of 
their  value. 


Shipping. 

The  total  amount  of  shipping  which  entered  the  Bay  of  Shipping. 
Manila  during  1892  was  nearly  the  same  as  for  the  year  1891. 

The  total  amount  of  entries  and  clearances  for  these  two  years 
being  as  follows  : — 


Nationality. 

1891. 

1892. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

- - 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

English  . . 

339 

333,589 

338 

394,747 

Spanish  . . 

150 

166,543 

145 

139,759 

German 

77 

62,740 

57 

50,670 

American 

31 

29,203 

34 

44,547 

Norwegian  .. 

13 

9,713 

18 

24,132 

Italian 

4 

3,422 

17 

22,204 

Japanese 

12 

11,592 

21 

21,420 

French 

26 

19,247 

26 

21,008 

Hawaian 

2 

2,851 

Austrian 

3 

1,867 

2 

2,196 

Dutch 

4 

2,156 

Russian 

, # 

1 

] ,386 

Belgian 

. . 

1 

1,881 

Sarawak 

2 

930 

Total 

655 

637,916 

668 

729,387 

(1633)  n 
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The  return  of  British  shipping  is  given  in  Annex  1,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  number  of  vessels  trading  directly  with 
England  were  129  entered,  of  which  12  were  in  ballast,  and  109 
cleared,  of  which  15  were  in  ballast.  The  total  tonnage  of  the 
direct  trade  was  155,514  tons  entered,  and  of  the  indirect 
55,479  tons  cleared.  In  Annex  No.  2 is  given  the  number  of 
ships  entering  and  clearing  the  port  according  to  nationalities, 
in  which  England  takes  the  lead  with  172  entries  of  200,385  tons. 

Next  comes  Spain  with  entries  72,  tonnage  25,292 ; United 
States  entries  18,  tonnage  23,485  ; Italy  9,  tonnage  11,574.  Then 
France,  with  entries  13,  and  tonnage  10,504;  but  of  the  13 
French  entries  12  consisted  of  entries  of  the  “ Volga, ” employed  in 
a service  now  abandoned. 

The  larger  part  of  Philippine  produce  is  shipped  in  steamers, 
as  we  see,  principally  British,  but  for  trading  with  the  United 
States  sailers  are  still  principally  employed,  and  are  mostly 
American  and  Canadian.  Steamers,  as  a rule,  get  quick  despatch 
in  good  weather,  but  during  the  south-west  monsoons  there  are  at 
times  two  weeks  on  a stretch  of  unworkable  weather.  Sailers 
nearly  always  are  detained  their  full  lay-days,  and  there  is  no 
way  of  decreasing  this  demurrage,  as  the  merchants  may  not  have 
her  cargo  ready  or  orders  may  not  come  as  to  destination,  &c. 

There  has  been  a revision  of  duties  on  the  coasting  trade,  but 
this  has  only  aided  to  facilitate  despatch  of  vessels.  The  change 
was  so  small  that  it  did  not  affect  the  movement  of  goods. 

The  rates  of  freight  have  fallen  about  20  to  25  per  cent,  on 
case  goods,  and  on  rice  over  40  per  cent,  during  the  last  two 
years.  There  are  about  36  to  40  coasting  steamers  in  the  island, 
and  of  a class  fit  to  compare  with  the  best.  The  sailing  coasters 
are  innumerable. 


Public  Works. 

The  Government  are  at  present  erecting  a large  building  for 
a school  of  art  and  trades,  and  a fine  building  has  just  been  com- 
pleted for  the  School  of  Agriculture. 

The  palace  of  the  Governor-General  in  the  city  was  destroyed 
by  the  last  great  earthquake  in  1881,  and  is  now  a ruin,  and 
ever  since  that  period  there  has  been  a talk  of  rebuilding  it,  as 
the  building  at  present  occupied  as  the  Governmental  residence 
was  formerly  merely  a Government  country  house.  It  is  said 
that  the  present  Captain-General  is  determined  to  rebuild  the  old 
palace,  but  as  yet  no  signs  are  to  be  seen  of  reconstruction. 

The  new  harbour  is  now  about  as  near  completion  as  it  was  in 
1880,  which  means  to  say  that  at  the  present  rate  of  work  it  may 
take  50  or  100  years  or  any  time  to  complete.  Much  complaint 
has  been  made  by  merchants  of  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  of 
the  fact  that  foreign  vessels  are  largely  taxed  for  this  work,  and, 
to  appearance,  so  uselessly.  Millions  of  dollars  have  been  already 
raised  and  spent  for  the  benefit  chiefly  of  engineers  and  con- 
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tractors.  All  that  can  be  shown  for  13  years’  labour  and  expendi- 
ture is  a fragment  of  wall,  partly  standing  and  partly  in  ruins, 
about  200  yards  long,  and  a small  cutting  behind  it  from  the 
rivers.  Opposite  to  this  small  cutting  they  are  making  a dry 
dock  ror  the  working  barges  and  tugs,  and  the  inrunning  sea 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  meeting  the  currents  running  down  is 
ruining  the  river  itself,  along  the  sides  of  which  ships  when  half 
unladen  have  been  used  to  discharge.  Banks  are  forming  at  the 
mouths  of  the  cuttings  and  extend  nearly  across  the  river.  The 
river  is  now  about  a foot  shallower  than  of  yore,  owing  to  the  care- 
lessness of  the  conduct  of  harbour  works,  whose  usefulness  lies 
in  the  remote  distance. 

At  present  the  greater  part  of  the  loading  and  discharging 
takes  place  in  the  bay  by  means  of  lighters  at  about  three  miles 
distance,  and  the  present  system  of  loading  and  discharging  is 
bad,  not  only  on  account  of  the  distance  from  the  port,  but 
because  also  the  vessels  having  to  be  in  the  open  bay  when 
the  weather  is  at  all  rough  all  work  has  to  be  stopped,  and  the 
cargoes  lie  in  the  lighters  for  nights  and  days,  and  robberies  by 
lightermen  are  very  frequent. 

There  is  a slip  at  Cavite,  a few  miles  from  where  is  the 
Government  arsenal,  which  has  had  steady  emplovment  since 
its  opening,  and  still  continues  to  do  good  service.  Ail  the 
coasters,  with  few  exceptions,  dock  and  paint  there.  Owing  to 
unprofitable  building  contracts  it  lost  money  for  the  first  few  years, 
but  it  is  now  recovering  lost  ground,  and  will  be  soon  in  a 
flourishing  condition. 


Railways , fyc. 

The  railway  from  Manila  to  Dagnpan  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  country  through  which  it  runs,  as  produce  can  now 
be  brought  to  market  for  a quarter  of  its  former  cost.  Rice  and 
sugar  principally  benefit  by  this.  One  of  the  immediate  con- 
sequences has  been  the  erection  of  rice  mills  on  the  line.  There 
is  a large  one  at  Calumpit  and  another  at  Bay  am  ban,  both  doing 
a fiourishing  business,  and  a third  one  is  on  the  way  out  to  be  put 
up  at  Girona.  During  the  rice  season  the  intakings  of  the  rail- 
way are  very  large,  and  the  working  pays  well,  but  from  July  to 
December  business  on  the  line  is  slack.  The  company  have  been 
having  great  difficulties  with  the  erection  of  the  bridge  over  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  up  to  date  they  have  not  been  able  to  complete. 
This  is  a great  drawback  as  the  goods  and  passengers  have  to  be 
ferried  across,  and  this  in  flood  time  will  be  almost  an  impossible 
operation.  The  new  lines  of  railway  the  Government  had  in 
prospect  are  left  in  abeyance  for  the  present,  and  it  will  probably 
be  some  time  before  the  projects  are  again  taken  up,  especially  if 
the  Manila  and  Dagnpan  line  were  not  to  pay.  The  trainway  lines 
have  as  big  a proportionate  intake  in  gross  as  any  line  in  the 
(1633)  B 2 
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world,  yet,  strange  to  say,  they  do  not  pay,  probably  owing  to 
the  great  cost  of  running  them. 

An  electric  light  company  has  been  formed  for  the  lighting  of 
the  city  and  private  lighting.  The  contract  for  city  lighting 
gives  it  about  60,000  dol.  as  a basis.  The  capital  is  500,000  dol., 
350,000  dol.  of  which  will  be  called  up.  It  will  be  ready  for  work 
in  four  to  five  months,  but  will  not  be  in  full  running  before  next 
year. 


Agriculture , fyc. 

Agriculture  is  daily  on  the  increase,  but  rather  in  a slow  way. 
Naturally  the  country  is  old,  the  natives  long  settled  and  their 
wants  few,  and  the  only  people  interested  in  spreading  agriculture 
are  the  estate  owners  who  find  their  patience  sorely  tried  in 
stimulating  the  indolent  natives  to  work.  These,  as  long  as  their 
few  wants  are  satisfied,  refuse  all  offers  of  further  employment, 
and  feel  as  independent  as  a Neapolitan  “ lazzaroni.”  In  some  of 
the  ports  in  the  islands  they  will  refuse  all  offers  to  work  cargo, 
and  Chinese  coolies  are  called  in,  but  Chinese  agricultural  labourers 
are  not  allowed. 


Mines. 

So  far  as  regards  the  working  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the 
Philippines,  the  subsoil  may  be  said  to  be  in  a virgin  state,  as  the 
islands  have  never  been  prospected  by  mining  engineers  except 
in  limited  localities.  Natives  have  scratched  here  and  there  the 
surface  of  the  earth  for  gold,  and  a few  Europeans  of  small 
capital  have  engaged  with  more  or  less  success  in  mining  opera- 
tions ; with  respect  to  gold,  silver,  lead,  copper,  and  sulphur,  some 
of  these  enterprises  have  been  unsuccessful,  owing  simply  to  the 
want  of  sufficient  capital  and  to  consequent  insufficiency  of 
machinery.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  a good  deal  of 
mineral  wealth  hitherto  unexplored  does  exist  in  the  country. 

One  of  the  most  abundant  sources  of  mineral  wealth  is,  no 
doubt,  gold,  which  is  found  in  more  or  less  abundance  all  over  the 
islands  and  in  Luzon,  as  well  in  the  mountains  of  the  northern 
provinces  as  in  the  outlets  of  rivers  and  freshets  in  the  southern. 

The  natives,  even  among  the  Igorrotes,  have,  for  ages,  been 
washing  gold  out  of  the  mountain  torrents.  Various  attempts 
have  been  made  by  Europeans  to  follow  in  the  track  of  the 
primitive  proceedings  of  the  natives,  but  up  to  now  with  only 
partial  success. 

Now,  however,  an  English  Company,  u The  Philippines 
Mineral  Syndicate,”  has  entered  upon  the  field,  and  began  with 
the  purchase  of  the  mines  of  Mambulao  in  the  province  of 
Camarines  del  Norte.  These  mines  have  been  worked  in  a 
clumsy  aboriginal  way  for  two  or  three  centuries,  but  extraction 
came  to  a standstill  for  want  of  any  appliances  to  get  out  the 
water. 
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The  promoters  of  the  new  company  sent  out  in  the  first  place 
a mining  engineer,  Mr.  James  Hilton,  to  report  on  the  prospective 
wealth  of  various  mineral  localities  in  the  islands. 

Among  the  objects  of  the  investigations  of  Mr.  Hilton  was  an 
auriferous  quartz  reef  in  the  locality  above  mentioned,  and  in 
consequence  of  his  report,  the  syndicate  sent  out  another  mining 
engineer,  Mr.  George  Simpson,  who  had  been  engaged  in  working 
various  gold  mines  in  Australia.  Mr.  Simpson  having  reported 
still  more  favourably,  the  company  have  sent  out  a staff  of 
engineering  officials  and  despatched  from  England  the  requisite 
machinery  for  the  working  of  the  mines — this  machinery  is  now 
on  the  point  of  arriving.  Sanguine  hopes  are  entertained  of  the 
success  of  the  undertaking,  and  a short  time  will  now  prove 
whether  these  have  been  rightly  conceived. 

The  islands  abound  in  woods  as  before  mentioned — whose  Woods  and 
names  make  a formidable  catalogue.  The  Island  of  Mindanao  forests, 
which  lies  to  the  extreme  south  is  especially  rich  in  hard  woods — in 
fact,  all  the  wood  of  the  islands  is  hard  fibred — some  of  these  woods, 
as  I have  before  mentioned,  are  well  adapted  for  furniture.  The 
bamboo,  which  is  turned  to  every  kind  of  use,  is  the  only  light 
wood,  but  out  of  that,  too,  elegant  furniture  is  made.  A great  deal 
of  money  has  been  made  by  private  individuals  in  the  wood  trade. 
Wood-cutting  is  easy,  but  the  hauling  of  the  wood  to  the  point  of 
shipment  is  most  difficult  and  costly. 

An  Agricultural  Society  has  been  formed  for  the  cultivation 
of  the  Island  of  Paraguas,  and  favourable  reports  are  current  of 
the  success  of  the  undertaking. 

Iloilo. 

Mr.  V ice-Consul  Shelmerdine  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  past  year  has  been  a prosperous  one  for  this  district.  General 
The  largest  sugar  crop  ever  imported  from  this  port  and  a good  position  of 
rice  crop  have  been  the  means  of  enriching  this  district the  dlst,lct- 
considerably. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  would  be  only  natural  to  expect  n0ii0  town, 
that  this  town  would  have  profited  somewhat,  but  with  the 
exception  of  a few  dwelling  houses  that  have  been  erected  there 
is  no  improvement  whatever.  There  are  no  municipal  buildings 
of  anv  sort,  and  the  roads  are  in  a disgraceful  state. 

The  amount  of  sugar  exported  during  the  year  was  165,408  Exports  : 
tons,  against  85,104  tons  during  the  year  1891,  the  value  of  the  Sugar, 
crop  being  double  that  of  the  1891  crop. 

The  shipments  of  sapan  wood  during  the  year  were  36,277  Sapan  wood, 
piculs  against  53,066  piculs  in  1891. 

The  tobacco  crop  decreases  yearly,  as  the  exportation  of  this  Tobacco, 
article  is  practically  a monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a large  Spanish 
Company,  and  the  natives  find  that  growing  other  products  gives 
them  a better  result. 

During  the  year  242,548  piculs  of  rice  were  imported,  chiefly  Imports: 
from  Saigon,  against  218,083  piculs  in  the  preceding  year.  Manufacture 
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and  other  manufactured  articles,  but  there  is  little  doubt  that 
Barcelona  made  goods  are  coming  into  the  country  on  a much 
larger  scale,  owing  to  the  present  protective  tariff. 

A local  committee  has  been  formed  and  duly  authorised  by 
the  Government  to  carry  out  the  improvements  required  in  the 
port,  such  as  dredging  the  river  and  building  moles,  but  so  many 
difficulties  have  been  placed  in  the  way  of  obtaining  funds  that 
up  to  the  present  nothing  to  speak  of  has  been  done. 

During  the  year  lid  foreign-going  vessels  cleared  from  this 
port,  86  being  steamers,  while  of  the  total  56  carried  the  British 
flag. 

Many  of  the  bridges,  which  are  often  badly  built  or  of  poor 
materials,  are  in  a deplorable  state,  while  some  of  the  roads  up 
country  are  quite  impassable  after  a little  rain.  The  natives 
having  plenty  of  rice,  and  there  being  a great  demand  for  labour, 
pay  their  taxes  in  coin  and  thus  do  not  give  their  14  days’  work 
on  the  roads.  These  taxes  must  go  to  the  Central  Government  at 
Manila,  as  in  this  province  there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  show 
for  them. 

The  present  sugar  crop  is  a good  one,  although  it  is  not  esti- 
mated to  be  as  large  as  the  last,  yet  the  rise  in  prices  will  have 
more  than  compensated  for  any  difference  that  there  may  be  in 
the  quantity.  This  rise  in  values  has  given  a great  impulse  to 
the  new  plantings  and  a larger  extent  of  ground  will  now  come 
under  cultivation. 

The  rice  crop  just  gathered  is  the  largest  there  has  been  for 
many  years,  and  very  little  if  any  foreign  grain  will  be  required. 

Altogether  the  inhabitants  of  this  fertile  district  are  very  well 
off  at  present,  and  the  only  thing  that  they  require  are  better 
means  of  communication  in  order  that  the  products  of  the  interior 
can  be  brought  to  market,  as  at  present  it  costs  more  to  bring  a 
ton  of  sugar  from  some  of  the  estates  to  this  port  than  it  does  to 
carry  the  same  amount  from  here  to  New  York  or  Montreal. 


Cebu. 

Vice-Consul  Cadell  reports  as  follows: — 

The  sugar  crop  of  1892  in  this  district  proved,  as  was 
expected,  to  be  a much  larger  one  than  that  of  1891,  the  value  of 
exports  from  this  port  having  risen  irom  412,850/.  in  1891  to 
482,316/.  in  the  past  year,  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  this 
amount  representing  the  value  of  produce  shipped  to  Great 
Britain  and  Hong-Kong.  The  quantity  of  hemp  exported  shows 
a falling  off,  but  this  is  accidental,  as  a large  cargo  of  this  fibre 
will  clear  during  the  first  few  days  of  1893.  The  production 
of  hemp  has  increased. 

The  value  of  the  imports  is  29,600/.  in  1892,  against  68,650/. 
in  1891.  The  quantity  of  rice  imported  during  1892  having 
been  smaller  than  was  the  case  during  the  previous  year ; maize 
having  largely  displaced  rice  as  the  ordinary  food  of  the  people. 

Annex  A.  shows  that  the  bulk  of  the  tonnage  entering  and 
clearing  was  British. 


Annex  1.  Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  during  the  Year  1892. 
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Annex  2. — Return  of  Entries  and  Clearances  of  all  Shipping 
at  the  Port  of  Manila  by  Nationalities  during  the  Year 


1892. 


Nationality. 

Entries. 

Clearances. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

172 

200,385 

166 

194,362 

338 

394,747 

Spanish 

72 

68,529 

73 

71,230 

145 

139,759 

German 

28 

25,297 

29 

25,373 

57 

50,670 

American  ... 

18 

23,485 

16 

21,062 

34 

44,547 

Norwegian ... 

9 

12,066 

9 

12,066 

18 

24,132 

Italian 

9 

11,950 

8 

10,254 

17 

22,204 

Japanese  ... 

11 

10,574 

10 

10,846 

21 

21,420 

French 

13 

10,504 

13 

10,504 

26 

21,008 

Hawaian  ... 

1 

980 

1 

1,871 

2 

2,851 

Austrian  ... 

1 

1,098 

1 

1,098 

2 

2,196 

Dutch 

2 

1,078 

2 

1,078 

4 

2,156 

Russian 

1 

1,386 

1 

1,386 

Belgian 

1 

1*331 

1 

1,381 

Sarawak 

"‘l 

*465 

1 

465 

2 

930 

Total 

333 

367,797 

330 

361,590 

668 

729,387 

Annex  3.— Return  showing  the  Receipts  of  Hemp  during 
the  Years  1892-91-90. 


Ports. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Manila  . . . . . . 

Cebu 

Bales. 

688,676 

91,451 

Bales. 

582,913 

96,510 

Bales. 

486,094 

56,818 

Total 

760,  L27 

679,423 

i 

542,912 

1 

Return  showing  the  Export  of  Hemp  during  the  Years 

1892-91-90. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

18S2. 

1891. 

1890. 

United  States  of  America 
Great  Britain 
California 
A ustralia 
Elsewhere 

Bales. 

383.076 

358,386 

19,756 

13,783 

15,527 

Bales. 

132,267 

443,214 

24,350 

18,522 

17,194 

Bales. 

109,719 

341,993 

21,500 

18,413 

14,530 

Total 

790,508 

635,547 

506,155 
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Table  showing  the  Stock  of  Hemp  Afloat  and  in  Store  on 
December  31,  1892-1)1-90. 


Ports. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Manila 

74,165 

114,217 

84,658 

Cebu  . . . . . . 

19,378 

16,207 

8,390 

Total  . . 

93,543 

130,424 

93,048 

.Return  showing  Quantity  of  Hemp  Loading  on  December  31, 

1892-91-90. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

Bales. 

United  States  of  America 

9,000 

. # 

Great  Britain 

10,000 

12,000 

13,000 

Total  . . 

19,000 

12,000 

13,000 

Return  showing  the  Estimated  Local  Consumption  of  Hemp 
during  the  Years  1892-91-90. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Bales. 

1892.. 

• • . . • • 

• • 

6,500 

1891.. 

6,5u0 

1890.. 

6,500 
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Annex  4.- — Tables  showing  Grades  of  Sugar  Exported  from 
the  Philippine  Islands  during  the  Years  1892-91-90. 

1892. 


Description. 

Atlantic 
Ports  of 
United 
States  and 
Canada. 

Great 

Britain. 

California. 

Spain. 

China,  &c. 

Total. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Second  white  and 

refined  

46,752 

46,752 

Extra  

lo’i,*200 

10ljs84 

515*898 

722,082 

Superior  

16,320 

16,320 

Taal 

246, *775 

13*666 

260,441 

Iloilo — 

Superior 

1,163,292 

870,234 

1,760 

493,239 

2,528,525 

Current 

85,720 

85,720 

Cebu — 

Superior 

20,320 

64,000 

192,500 

276,820 

Current 

14,400 

14,400 

Total 

1,301,132 

1,386,113 

48,512 

1,215,303 

3,951,060 

1891. 


Description. 

Atlantic 
Ports  of 
United 
States  and 
Canada. 

Great 

Britain. 

California, 

Spain. 

China,  &c. 

Total. 

Second  white 

and 

Pipuls. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

refined  ... 

34,514 

3,000 

37,514 

Extra 

279.920 

131,477 

4*6^800 

175,765 

633,962 

Superior 

6,000 

404,950 

6,000 

Taal 

2*6]  236 

425,186 

Iloilo- 

Superior  ... 

1,085,952 

238,347 

2,880 

59,150 

1,386,329 

Current.  ... 

41,434 

41,434 

Cebu — 

Superior  ... 

G5,600 

6,400 

41, COO 

113,000 

Current  ... 

19,200 

19,200 

Total... 

1,431,472 

847,808 

46,800 

37,394 

299,151 

2,662,625 

1890. 


Description. 

Atlantic 
Ports  of 
United 
States  and 
Canada. 

Great 

Britain. 

California. 

Spain. 

China,  &c. 

Total. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Piculs. 

Second  white  and 

refined  

57,543 

57,543 

Extra  

12*2, *075 

82]  320 

286, *524 

490,919 

Superior  

47,176 

1*2,000 

15,010 

74,186 

Taal 

215,710 

21,690 

237,400 

Iloilo — 

Superior 

828,600 

269,036 

5,280 

213,628 

1,316,544 

Current 

128,550 

128,550 

Cebu — 

Superior 

10,400 

39,920 

50,320 

Current 

4,960 

4,960 

Total 

997,851 

640,656 

82,320 

62,823 

576,772 

2,360,322 

Annex  5. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Manila,  Cebu,  and  Iloilo  during  the  Years  1892-91. 
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Total. 

1891. 

1,093,708 

175,786 

1,600 

1,271,094 

1,172,742 

150,350 

1,339,533 

2,662,625 

Tfl-F*-— l©00©00<Nt>» 
F-  N OJ  CO  N O 

t>T tC  *o  Csf  r-T  co“  of  of 

to  OS  05 

1892. 

1,404,456 

176,560 

1,581,016 

1,087,941 

291,220 

2,571,899 

3,951,060 

OOiCOlSO'jlOOOO 
m ‘O  (N  O 1-  oo  - lO 

TjH©(M©*O(M»-l«O0O 
i-f  r-T  icT  -«df  oi-FjT 

eo  CO  (N  U5 

.-h  <N 

China  and  J apan. 
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199, 00L 
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us 
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Hide  cuttings  .. 

Gum  Almaciga 

Comparative  Statement  of  the  Exports  of  Sugar  and  Hemp  during  the  Years  1890-85. 
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Annex  6. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Iloilo 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar  

Piculs 

2,646,516 

£ 

1,488,666  1 

1,361,660 

£ 

799,760 

Sapan  wood 

j * 

36,277 

9,069  | 

53,066 

10,257 

Tobacco  

Quintals  ... 

14,917 

, 19,890 

26,340 

43,900 

Hemp  

Total  

1,517,525  | 

... 

853,917 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Iloilo  during 
the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

Eice 

Piculs 

242,548 

£ 

90,900 

218,083 

£ 

79,000 

Petroleum 

Cases 

40,079 

15,100 

86,384 

35,167 

Coals 

Tons 

4,791 

5,600 

2,528 

3,767  , 

Total  

... 

111,600 

... 

117,934 

Annex  7. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Iloilo 
during  the  Year  1892. 

Entebed. 


Nationality.  j 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

27 

38.025 

32 

47,189 

59 

85,214 

German  

1 

1,117 

28 

24,722 

29 

25,839 

Spanish  

11 

6,340 

11 

6,340 

American 

***1 

1,272 

1 

1,272 

Other  countries  ... 

1 

1,104 

16 

18,381 

17 

19,485 

Total  

30 

41,518 

87 

96,632 

117 

138,150 

Cleaked. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Ves:els. 

Tons. 

British  

25 

34,794 

31 

45,696 

56 

80,490 

German  

1 

1,117 

28 

24,722 

29 

25,839 

Spanish  

11 

6,340 

11 

6,340 

American 

*”l 

1,272 

1 

1,272 

Other  countries  ... 

1 

1,104 

*16 

18,381 

17 

19,485 

Total  

28 

38,287 

86 

95,139 

114 

133,426 

Annex  8.— Beturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Cebu  in  the  Year  1892. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 


so 
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Annex  9. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Cebu  during 
the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

5,248 

8 

12,188 

12 

17,466 

Austrian  

1 

1,135 

1 

1,135 

German  

*7 

6*556 

7 

6,556 

Norwegian 

*”l 

901 

2 

1,924 

3 

2,825 

Dutch  

1 

672 

1 

672 

Spanish  

... 

... 

3 

1,608 

3 

1,608 

Hawaian  

1 

1,516 

1 

1,516 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

7 

8,830 

21 

22,948 

28 

31,778 

preceding 

3 

4,395 

20 

22,995 

23 

27,390 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

1 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

5,278 

7 

10,463 

11 

15,741 

American 

1 

1,135 

1 

1,135 

German  

... 

”*7 

6,556 

7 

6,556 

Norwegian 

*1 

901 

2 

1,924 

3 

2,825 

Dutch  

1 

672 

1 

672 

Spanish  

... 

3 

1,608 

3 

1,608 

Hawaian  

1 

1,516 

1 

1,516 

Total 

,,  for  the  year 

7 

8,830 

20 

21,223 

27 

30,053 

preceding 

3 

4,395 

20 

22,995 

23 

27,390 

A^nex  10. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Cebu 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


1 

Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wet  sugar 

900 

7,200 

1,200 

8,400 

Dry  sugar 

17,488 

166,136 

7,562 

71,840 

Hemp  . . 

11,035 

308,980 

11,087 

332,610 

Total  . . 

29,423 

482,316 

19,849 

412,850 

Approximate. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  Cebu  during 
the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value.  * 

Quantity. 

Value.* 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Rice  . . 

3,547 

28,400 

7,500 

63,750 

Coal  . . . . . . j 

820 

1,200 

2,800 

4,900 

Total . . . . t 

■ 

4,367 

29,600  I 

10,300 

i 

68,650 

l 

* Approximate. 


Annex  11. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Cebu  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

195,355 

£ 

290,670 

75,515 

£ 

£ 

United  States 

170,881 

Hong-Kong 

116,080 

24,340 

5,994 

10,625 

Saigon  . . 

22,406 

44,625 

Japan  .. 

• • 

1,200 

4,900 

Haiphong 

" 

8,500 

Total . . 

482,316  j 

412,850 

29,600 

68,650 

Note. — In  this  and  other  tables  the  values  are  approximate  only,  oeing 
calculated  at  the  average  from  last  season,  there  being  no  statistics  of  value  kept 

here. 
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Price. 
..  Id. 
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• • 

.. 

12d. 

1230.  Chungking  .. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1170.  Galatz . . 

• • 

. . 

lfd. 

1231.  Hankow  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1171.  Guayaquil 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa  . • 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1172.  Riga  .. 

1173.  Trebizond 

• • 

• • 

. . 

2d. 

1233.  Chicago  . . 

• • 

• • 

3d. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1234.  Taganrog  .. 

« • 

• • 

2id. 

1174.  Havre.. 

• • 

• • 

2|d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1175.  Saigon.. 

• • 

. . 

** 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1176.  Baltimore 

• • 

. . 

1 2d. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1177.  Brest  .. 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

• • 

Id. 

1178.  Buenos  Ayres. . 

• • 

. . 

id. 

1239.  Madrid 

• • 

id. 

1179.  Adrianople 

• • 

. . 

id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

• • 

• • 

2d. 

1180.  Algiers 

. . 

2Ad. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

• • 

• • 

3d. 

1181.  Boston 

.. 

Id. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1182.  Marseilles 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1243.  Palermo  .. 

• • 

• • 

3 id. 

1183.  Warsaw 

. . 

Id. 

1244.  Naples  •• 

Id. 

1184.  Piraeus 

* • 

. . 

lid. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1185.  Callao.. 

• • 

Id. 

1246.  Madrid  .. 

Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem 

. . 

id. 

1247.  Gothenburg  .. 

2d. 

118".  Chefoo. . 

. . 

lid. 

1248.  Brindisi  .. 

2id. 

1188.  Munich 

. . 

2d. 

1249.  Fiume.. 

2d. 

1189.  Resht  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2id. 

1190.  Batavia 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

5id. 

1191.  Batoum 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

. . 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy  . . 

.. 

Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

.. 

4d. 

1255.  Yokohama 

lid. 

1195.  Corunna 

. . 

2d. 

1256.  Stockholm 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 

15id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1198.  Nice  .. 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

.. 

Id. 

1261.  Damascus 

• • 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

. . 

4 id. 

1262.  Samoa  . 

id. 

1202.  Swatow 

. . 

Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

• • 

• • 

2id. 

1203.  Charleston 

. . 

2id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  .. 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

6 • 

3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

t • 

.. 

2id. 

1266.  Shanghai 

• • 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

• o 

. . 

lid. 

1267.  Bangkok 

• • 

lid. 

1207.  Caracas 

. . 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

# • 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast . . 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1 269.  Cadiz 

• • 

2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

• • 

. . 

Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg 

• • 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti.. 

• • 

• . 

f 2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum 

• • 

id. 

1211.  Ichang 

• • 

.. 

3id. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

5d. 

1212.  Wenchow 

. . 

Id. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  . . 

id. 

1213.  Havana 

.. 

2d. 

1274.  New  York 

3d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

. . 

Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

7id. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

.. 

id. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

lid. 

1216.  Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio.. 

2*d. 

1217.  Wuhu  . 

. . 

Id. 

1278.  Bilbao..  .. 

Sid. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz 

.. 

L}d. 

1279.  Bey  rout 

• • 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

• • 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin.. 

• • 

2id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

M 

Id. 

1281.  Salvador 

• • 

Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

. . 

2id. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin 

. . 

lid. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres. . 

8id. 

1223.  Rome  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1284.  Canton  .. 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

• • 

• • 

6 id. 

1285.  Washington  .. 

4Jd. 

1225.  Barcelona 

• • 

2id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1226.  Madeira 

• • 

. . 

5 id. 

1287.  Pekin.. 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

• • 

. . 

lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam  .. 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang 

.. 

Id.  1 

1289.  Manila 

2 id. 

No.  1290. 

Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No.  793. 
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BAHIA. 

Consul  Nicolini  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Bahia , July  17,  1893. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship,  herewith 
enclosed,  a Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Bahia  for 
the  years  1890-92. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  country,  constant  changes  of  the 
principal  officials  in  all  public  offices,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
Statistical  Department  since  the  advent  of  the  Republic, 
rendered  it  utterly  impossible,  notwithstanding  my  repeated 
endeavours,  to  obtain  statistics  of  any  description  until  nearly  the 
end  of  June  last,  and  even  then  only  by  engaging  a special  clerk 
to  proceed  to  the  Custom  House  and  Commercial  Association, 
there  to  extract  from  many  documents  the  very  meagre 
information  I am  able  to  afford. 

In  consideration  therefore  of  the  great  difficulties,  and  next 
to  impossibility  in  obtaining  proper  and  reliable  Statistics,  I most 
humbly  venture  to  trust  that  your  Lordship  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  view  indulgently  a Report  written  under  such 
unfavourable  circumstances. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  NICOLINI. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Bahia  for  the  Years 
1890-92. 
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Shipping. 

From  Annex  1 the  total  number  of  sailing  vessels  entering  the 

o o 

port  of  Bahia  during  the  years  1890,  1891,  and  1892  will  be  seen 
to  have  been  192,  194,  and  205  respectively,  the  latter  year 
showing  a slight  increase,  so  slight,  however,  that  it  may  be  said 
that  sailing  navigation  has  been  stationary. 

Since  the  year  1 888  the  number  of  sailing  vessels  frequenting 
this  port  commenced  to  decline,  and  this  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  large  increase  in  steamships,  which  from  525  vessels,  with 
815,008  tons,  increased  to  760  vessels,  and  1,208,386  tons,  in 
1892,  see  Annex  2.  German  steam  navigation  has  made  rapid 
progress,  the  number  of  German  steamers  entering  Bahia  during 
1892  amounting  to  162,  with  268,706  tons,  an  increase  of  some 
40  vessels,  and  65,000  tons,  since  1889. 

Great  progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  Brazilian  steam 
traffic  during  the  last  three  years ; 256  vessels,  with  252,192  tons, 
having  entered  this  port  in  1892,  as  against  98  vessels,  with 
201,105  tons,  in  1889.  Brazilian  steam  navigation  is,  however, 
entirely  confined  to  the  coasting  trade,  and  does  not,  therefore, 
interfere  with  foreign  carrying  traffic. 

The  new  law  regulating  coasting  trade  is  supposed  to  come 
into  force  in  November,  1894. 

From  that  date  all  coasting  and  fluvial  traffic  will  have  to  be 
carried  on  under  the  Brazilian  flag,  but  although  the  national 
mercantile  marine  has  ceitainly  greatly  increased  within  the  last 
2 or  3 years,  yet  those  interested  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
it  will  be  insufficient  for  such  purpose,  and  the  coasting  trade  will 
naturally  suffer  in  consequence. 


Quarantine. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  late  cholera  epidemic,  all 
vessels  coming  from  infected  or  suspected  ports  have,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  commerce,  been  subjected  to  the  vexatious  quarantine 
regulations,  invariably  enforced  with  the  utmost  severity. 

Such  regulations  consist  in  compelling  vessels  to  proceed  to  the 
quarantine  station  at  Ilha  Grande,  some  60  miles  south  of  Bio  de 
Janeiro,  for  the  purpose  of  there  being  disinfected  previous  to 
being  allowed  to  land  their  cargoes  and  passengers  at  ports  of 
destination. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  Il'ha  Grande  is  the  only 
quarantine  station  on  a coast  extending  over  3,000  miles,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  great  losses,  expenses,  prejudices, 
annoyance  and  trouble  caused  to  shipmasters  and  owners  of 
vessels,  not  to  mention  inconvenience  and  expense  to  passengers 
bound  to  ports,  such  as  Bahia  for  instance,  distant  over  800  miles 
from  Ilha  Grande. 

The  losses  and  inconvenience  occasioned  by  such  regulations 
are  more  pronounced  in  cases  of  sailing  vessels,  and  I have 
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known  of  vessels  having  been  caused  a delay  of  over  six  weeks 
previous  to  finally  being  allowed  to  land  their  cargoes. 

Such  regulations  would  appear  to  be  somewhat  unreasonable  in 
cases  of  sailing  vessels,  which  have  been  at  sea  for  over  40  days 
and  50  days,  without  ever  having  had  a case  of  illness  of  any 
description  during  the  voyage,  seeing  that  Brazilian  sanitary 
officials  themselves  consider  the  maximum  period  of  incubation  for 
cholera  to  be  from  8 days  to  12  days. 

Many  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Government  on  Representa- 
the  subject,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  say  that  such  representations  Government, 
appear  likely  to  shortly  prove  successful.  Lately  a staff  of 
sanitary  officials  and  engineers  have  been  commissioned  by  the 
Government  to  examine  and  duly  survey  suitable  places  along  the 
coast,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  sundry  quarantine  stations. 

The  Morro  de  Sao  Paulo,  a small  island  about  30  miles  south 
of  this  port,  has  already  been  surveyed  and  favourably  reported 
upon  as  a most  suitable  site.  The  island  of  St.  Fernando  de 
Noronha.  is  also  under  consideration  for  the  same  purpose,  and  as 
this  island  is  in  the  track  of  nearly  all  vessels  coming  from  Europe, 
with  the  exception  of  those  bound  to  Para,  it  would  appear  to  be 
very  conveniently  situated  for  the  object  in  view. 

A final  decision  has  not  yet  been  arrived  at,  but  a credit  of 
1,500  contos  (about  75,000/.)  has  been  granted  to  the  Ministry  of 
the  Interior  for  the  carrying  out  of  such  project,  which 
doubtlessly  will  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  trade  and  shipping 
generally. 

Exports. 

From  Annex  3,  showing  the  exports  from  this  port  during  the 
years  1890  and  1891,  it  will  be  observed  that  a considerable 
decrease  in  the  sterling  value  of  the  products  exported  has  taken 
place.  Such  decrease  is,  however,  principally  to  be  accounted  for  Exchange, 
by  the  great  fall  in  exchange,  which,  from  2s.  3 \d.  in  1889,  fell  to 
Is.  10 \d.  in  1890,  and  as  low  as  Is.  4 £d.  in  1891,  and  to  the 
previously  unheard  of  rate  of  11  %d.  in  1892. 

These  are  the  average  yearly  exchanges,  at  which  rates  all 
conversions  have  been  made. 

Germany  continues  to  take  most  of  the  produce,  the  tobacco  Germany, 
trade  being,  it  may  be  said,  entirely  confined  to  that  country,  see 
Annex  4.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years  several  large 
German  firms  have  commenced  growing  their  own  tobacco  for 
exportation,  in  lieu  of  purchasing  from  native  planters,  thus 
reaping  the  benefit  of  the  profits,  both  of  planter  and  exporter. 

Crops . 

The  severe  drought  which  for  several  years  had  desolated  the 
interior  of  this  State  having  ceased  in  1891  the  clearing  of  new 
land  for  plantations  of  coffee  and  cocoa  has  been  rapidly  proceeded  Coffee 
with  ; the  coffee  crop  for  1892-93  having  reached  to  over  300,000 
(1626) 
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Tobacco. 


Sugar* 


bags,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  within  the  next  six  years 
or  seven  years,  when  the  new  trees  commence  to  yield  fully, 
800,000  bags  can  be  reckoned  on.  The  same  remarks  apply  to 
tobacco,  the  crop  for  1892-93  being  the  largest  ever  yet  produced, 
252,200  bales  having  been  already  exported  up  to  May  31  last, 
whilst  the  stock  on  hand  on  that  date  was  calculated  at  51,000  bales. 
The  quality  of  this  last  crop  is  remarkably  good,  and  far  superior 
to  that  grown  hitherto. 

The  heavy  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar  has  induced  many  planters, 
who  had  abandoned  cane  cultivation  for  years  past,  to  recommence, 
and  large  tracts  of  land,  principally  in  the  vicinity  of  central 
factories,  have  been  cleared  for  such  purpose,  and  it  is  said  that 
enormous  quantities  of  cane  will  be  available  for  the  next  grinding 
season,  and  should  present  prices  hold  firm,  large  profits  will  accrue 
both  to  planters  and  sugar  factories. 

Imports . 

The  value  of  all  the  imports  to  this  port  for  1890  from  all 
^countries  was  1,866,1 82Z.,  calculated  at  Is.  10^.  exchange,  the 
average  rate  for  the  year  (see  Annex  5).  It  will  be  observed  that 
a slight  decrease  has  taken  place  in  cottons,  and  such  decrease  will 
doubtlessly  continue  in  view  of  the  large  amount  of  goods, 
particularly  of  the  commonest  class,  such  as  grey  and  white  half 
bleached  domestics,  produced  by  the  native  mills,  and  which  find 
an  immediate  sale  for  all  the  stuff  they  can  manufacture. 


Exchange. 

From  2s.  in  January,  1890,  exchange  gradually  fell  to  Is. 
in  December,  1892,  and  at  present,  whilst'  writing  this  report,  it 
has  reached  the  abnormal  low  rate  of  10 \d. 

Such  an  enormous  fall  is  principally  due  to  the  unsettled  state 
of  the  country ; the  civil  war  at  present  raging  in  the  province  of 
Bio  Grande  do  Sul  being  the  chief  cause  in  preventing  an 
immediate  rise. 

Herewith  I give  a table  of  the  average  monthly  exchanges 
ruling  during  1890,  1891,  and  1892 — 
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Month. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

January . . 

. . 

24 

20 

12* 

February 

# # 

23f 

19| 

HI 

March  . . 

. # 

21* 

m 

liH 

April 

20* 

17* 

nf 

May 

# # 

201 

16* 

11  8 

June 

22f 

171 

10* 

July  .. 

# # 

23 

16 

10* 

August  . . 

# # 

22 

14* 

101 

September 

221 

15* 

18* 

October  . . 

, # 

24i 

131 

1 3 ! 

November 

22i 

121 

131 

December 

21 

13 

13* 

Note. — The  above  rates  are  for  90-day  bills  on  London. 


Mills. 


The  cotton  mills  at  present  working  in  this  State  are  the 
following : — 


Name  of  Mill. 

Number  of 
Looms. 

Conceicao  ..  •• 

60 

San  Salvador  . . 

86 

Model  o 

62 

Queimado 

30 

Penha  .. 

60 

San  Carlos  ..  ..  .. 

# . 

• • 

53 

San  Braz 

150 

Bomfim 

52 

Amparo 

150 

Todos  os  Santos 

• • 

100 

A new  cotton  mill  on  a very  extensive  scale  (said  to  be  by  far  Progress 
the  largest  in  Brazil)  is  at  present  in  course  of  construction  in  this  cotton, 
city.  It  is  the  property  of  the  company  “ Emporio  Industrial  do 
Norte,”  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  800  looms  will  commence 
work  in  November  next.  It  is  intended  to  principally  manufacture 
domestics  and  Oxfords  of  an  inferior  quality,  the  staple  class  of 
goods  used  by  the  negroes  and  lower  classes  all  over  Brazil.  The 
driving  machinery  has  been  supplied  by  a firm  at  Blackburn, 
and  consists  of  two  engines  of  350  horse-power  each. 

A very  successful  undertaking,  and  which  is  likely  to  lead  to  Jute, 
most  lucrative  results,  is  the  jute  factory  which  commenced  work 
about  a year  ago,  under  the  denomination  of  “ Companhia  Fabril 
dos  Fiaes.”  This  company  has  been  granted  a Government 
privilege  guaranteeing  a freedom  from  competition  in  this  State 
for  the  next  20  years. 
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It  also  enjoys  exemptions  from  all  provincial  and  municipal 
taxes.  The  factory  contains  100  looms,  which,  however,  are  not 
yet  all  working,  owing  to  certain  difficulties  encountered  with 
some  Scotch  weavers,  who  were  expressly  brought  to  this  country 
for  the  purpose  of  teaching  their  trade  to  the  natives.  These  latter, 
I am  told,  are  making  rapid  progress,  and  will  soon  make  very 
good  artisans. 

At  present  89  looms  are  working,  but  very  shortly  the  full 
100  will  be  at  work.  The  company's  capital  is  500  contos  (about 
25,000/.  at  present  exchange),  with  power  to  call  for  additional 
capital  whenever  necessary.  There  are  only  eight  shareholders,, 
half  of  whom  are  British  subjects.  The  driving  power  was  all 
supplied  by  an  English  firm,  and  the  looms  and  other  textile 
machinery  came  from  Dundee. 

The  factory  is  under  the  very  able  management  of 
one  of  the  partners  in  a long-established  dry-goods  firm  of  this 
city,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  say  that  the  demand  for  the 
stuff  manufactured  (principally  bagging  for  coffee,  &c.)  by  far 
exceeds  the  present  supply. 


Railways . 


The  traffic  receipts  of  the  Brazilian  Imperial  Central  Bahia 
Railway  for  the  years  1891  and  1892  were  respectively  76,531/. 
and  57,685/.,  such  a considerable  decrease  being  partly  due  to  the 
continuation  of  the  drought  during  the  better  part  of  1891,  in 
consequence  of  which  tobacco  and  coffee  crops  suffered  severely,, 
and  partly  owing  to  stoppages  in  traffic,  occasioned  by  several 
strikes  of  the  employes  for  better  wages,  which,  in  view  of  the 
enormous  augmentation  in  the  cost  of  living,  have  been  increased 
by  30  per  cent. 

The  company  holds  a concession  for  the  extension  of  the  line 
from  Machado  Portella  to  Rio  de  Contas,  180  kiloms.  in  length,, 
and  also  for  a branch  line  from  Sitio  Novo  to  Mundo  Novo,  a. 
distance  of  about  124  kiloms. 

The  final  surveys  for  both  these  lines  have  been  completed,  and 
the  plans  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  Government  for 
approval. 

Both  of  these  concessions  enjoy  a guarantee  of  6 per  cent. 

By  provincial  law  dated  August  22,  1892,  the  company  has 
been  granted  a further  concession  for  a branch  line  from  St.  Felix 
to  Maragogipe,  conditionally  to  the  company  undertaking  to 
provide  a steamboat  service  in  connection  with  the  railway, 
between  the  latter  mentioned  place  and  this  city.  This  branch 
bears  no  guarantee,  but  considering  the  very  rich  zone  it 
traverses,  large,  flourishing,  and  continually  increasing  plantations 
of  tobacco  and  coffee  being  numerous,  and  the  very  expensive 
present  means  of  transport,  but  little  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  the  railway  will  be  a remunerative  enterprise. 
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The  Brazilian  Government  extension  of  the  Bahia-San 
Francisco  Railway  is  at  present  open  to  traffic  from  Alagoinhas  to 
Villa  Nova,  a distance  of  322  Idioms.,  and  the  construction  of  the 
line  from  the  latter  mentioned  place  to  the  city  of  Joazeiro,  on  the 
River  San  Francisco,  a distance  of  131  kiloms.,  is  being  rapidly 
proceeded  with,  and  the  total  line  of  453  kiloms.  will  probably  be 
opened  to  traffic  during  the  course  of  next  year. 

Communication  by  means  of  steamers  and  barges  between  Communica- 
Joazeiro  and  various  ports  on  the  River  San  Francisco,  to  be  tion- 
carried  out  on  an  important  scale  by  the  Government,  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  transport  to  this  city  of  produce  such  as  cattle, 
hides,  cereals,  tobacco,  &c.,  from  the  distant,  and  up  to  the 
present  almost  inaccessible  interior  of  this  State,  as  well  as  from 
the  neighbouring  ones  of  Minas  and  Piauhy,  and  it  is  expected 
that  directly  the  Government  extension  is  opened  up  to  Joazeiro, 
a large  increase  in  goods  traffic  will  be  brought  down,  and  travel 
over  the  Bahia  and  San  Francisco  line  to  this  port. 

On  October  31,  1890,  a provincial  Government  concession, 
later  on  confirmed  by  contract  dated  January,  1891,  was  granted 
to  Messrs.  F.  Williamson,  J.  C.  Grant,  and  Dr.  J.  I.  da  Cruz 
Camarao,  for  the  construction  of  a railway  from  Marahu,  or 
Bay  of  Camamu,  to  the  River  San  Francisco,  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  of  Minas  Geraes,  the  terminus  selected  being  Januaria, 
a distance  of  some  870  kiloms.  to  900  kiloms. 

The  concession  enjoys  no  guarantee,  but  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  the  Government  waste  lands,  to  an  extension  of  15 
kiloms.  on  each  side  of  the  line,  becomes  the  property  of  the 
concessionaires. 

The  line  traverses  a zone  rich  in  cocoa,  timber,  dyewoods,  Good 
piassava,  coffee,  and  cattle,  and  although  bearing  no  guarantee  prospects, 
will  doubtlessly  have  a goods  traffic  amply  sufficient  to  make  it  a 
successful  undertaking. 


Emigration. 

After  the  terrible  experience  of  the  Bradford  emigrants,  who, 
led  away  by  the  false  and  mendacious  representations  of  so-called 
emigration  agents,  abandoned  their  homes  and  employment,  and 
came  to  this  country  in  1891  and  1892,  and  all  of  whom,  to  save 
from  complete  destitution  and  ultimate  starvation  in  a foreign 
land,  it  was  found  necessary  to  repatriate,  either  at  the  public 
expense  or  through  funds  generously  subscribed  by  their  own 
countrymen,  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  British  subjects  will 
in  future  abstain  from  coming  to  a country  where  the  climate  is 
entirely  unsuitable,  where  in  agricultural  labour  in  the  open  fields 
they  cannot  resist  the  fierce  heat  of  a tropical  sun,  where  the 
staple  food  in  the  interior  consists  of  black  beans,  mandioca  flour, 
and  jerked  beef  (no  other  food  of  any  description  being  obtainable 
at  possible  prices),  and,  above  all,  where  they  cannot  make  them- 
selves understood  by  any  human  being. 
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Wages. 


Chinese 

labour. 


Yellow  fever. 


It  may  also  here  be  remarked  that  the  wages  paid  in  this  State 
are  over  100  per  cent,  less  than  those  paid  in  the  Southern 
Brazilian  States,  and  at  present  rate  of  exchange  are  even  less  than 
what  can  be  easily  earned  in  England. 

Want  of  labour  is  undoubtedly  the  principal  drawback  to  the 
progress  of  agriculture  in  the  interior,  and  this  is  yearly  more  and 
more  felt. 

A law  for  the  introduction  of  Chinese  coolies  on  a vast  scale 
was  passed  by  Congress  in  1892,  contracts  for  the  supply  of  some 
500,000  Chinese  labourers  having  already,  I am  informed,  been 
made  between  the  Government  and  different  firms  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  very  shortly  the  arrival  of  the  first  shipment  is 
expected. 

How  these  Asiatics  will  thrive  in  Brazil  it  is  difficult  to  say, 
but  if  this  problem  can  be  judged  from  a trial  made  with  Indian 
coolies,  brought  from  the  Mauritius  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  1877,  it 
can  safely  be°said  that  they  will  all  have  to  be  repatriated,  as  was 
the  case  with  the  coolies  above-mentioned,  some  six  months  after 
their  arrival. 

A Brazilian  Diplomatic  Agent  has  already  been  appointed  to 
China,  principally  for  the  promotion  of  Chinese  emigration,  and  in 
the  interests  and  for  the  protection  of  the  large  numbers  of 
Chinese  subjects  likely  to  come  to  Brazil ; it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Chinese  Government  will  deem  fit  to  appoint 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents  to  this  country. 

Hospitals . 

The  new  Misericordia  Hospital  of  this  city  is  completed,  and 
will  be  inaugurated  on  July  30  next.  It  is  a magnificent 
building  in  every  respect  and  with  all  the  latest  improvements, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rio  de  Janeiro  Hospital,  by  far  the 
largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  Brazil,  500  patients  being 
easily  accommodated,  and  in  the  event  of  any  sudden  epidemic 
occurring  250  more  beds  could  immediately  be  added. 

The  cost  of  this  noble  building  amounted  to  1,400  contos 
(about  75,000/.  at  present  exchange),  private  charity  being  the 
source  from  which  such  a large  sum  emanated. 

Public  Health. 

During  the  summer  months  of  1891-92  yellow  fever  in  an 
epidemic  form  manifested  itself  in  this  city.  Notwithstanding 
the  precautions  taken  by  the  authorities,  the  dread  disease  spread 
and  continued  to  rage  with  but  very  slight  abatement  up  to 
August  last ; the  filthy  condition  of  the  city  and  bad  sanitary 
arrangements  contributing  greatly  to  its  propagation. 

Since  the  latter  mentioned  date,  epidemically  it  may  be  said 
to  have  disappeared,  although  endemical  cases  take  place 
occasionally. 
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This  has  been  the  first  yellow  fever  epidemic  for  the  last 
10  years,  and  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  brought  from  Santos, 
nearly  all  the  German  steamers  coming  from  that  port  having  had 
fatal  cases  on  board. 

A proposed  scheme  for  a thorough  drainage  system  of  the  city  Sanitation, 
on  the  most  approved  sanitary  principles  has  for  some  time  past 
been  on  the  tapis,  and  tenders  for  the  works  have  lately  been 
advertised  for  by  the  municipality.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that 
enormous  benefit  to  the  public  health  would  be  derived  if  this 
project  is  scientifically,  and  with  due  regard  to  sanitary  conditions, 
carried  out ; and  the  principal  cause  of  the  many  diseases  which 
infest  this  city  will  at  once  be  done  away  with. 


Cables . 

In  the  month  of  September,  1892,  the  South  American  Cable  New  lines. 
Company  completed  the  laying  of  their  cable  from  Pernambuco  to 
St.  Louis  (Senegal),  via  Fernando  de  Noronha,  and  the  line  was 
opened  to  traffic  in  October  of  the  same  year.  Great  advantage 
has  been  derived  from  such  enterprise,  telegraphic  communication 
to  Europe  never  having  been  interrupted  since,  interruptions  which 
occasionally  occurred  when  only  one  cable  existed. 

The  result  of  competition  has  been  the  cause  of  a considerable  Reduction  in 
reduction  in  the  rates  to  and  from  Europe,  especially  from  Brazil,  rates  of 
where  the  rates  are  collected  in  depreciated  currency,  the  actual  rate  transmissl0n- 
between  Bahia  and  London  being  3$040  reis,  equivalent  at  present 
exchange  to  3s.  sterling. 


Conclusion . 

The  reciprocal  agreement  entered  into  between  the  United  Reciprocity. 
States  and  Brazil  in  April,  1891,  granting  a reduction  of  25  per 
cent,  on  certain  goods,  whilst  others  are  admitted  entirely  free, 
although  now  in  force  for  over  2 years  has  not  in  any  way  affected 
the  importation  of  English  goods. 

The  greater  cost  ot  labour  in  the  United  States,  and  freights 
being  also  somewhat  higher  than  from  Europe,  are  the  principal 
reasons  why  British  trade  has  not  up  to  the  present  been  injured 
by  such  convention. 

Large  numbers  of  circulars,  catalogues,  and  price  lists  Useless 
continue  to  be  received  at  this  consulate.  Notwithstanding  the  circulars,  &c. 
often  repeated  advice  to  British  manufacturers  these  are 
invariably  printed  in  English,  and  it  can  easily  be  understood 
that  in  a country  where  the  English  language  is  by  the  greatest 
part  of  shopkeepers  and  dealers  very  little,  if  not  totally 
unknown,  such  publications  are  more  or  less  useless,  all  parties 
preferring  to  purchase  their  goods  from  the  wholesale  established 
merchants  of  this  city  sooner  than  go  to  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  obtaining  translations  of  the  documents  before-mentioned. 
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Spanish  and 

French 

understood. 

Seamen. 


The  Spanish  language  is  thoroughly  understood  by  all 
Brazilians,  French  is  also  generally  understood,  and  price  lists  in 
either  of  these  languages  would  meet  all  requirements,  without 
necessitating  the  printing  of  same  in  Portuguese. 

The  absence  of  boarding-house  masters,  runners,  and  crimps  at 
this  port  is  the  saving  of  great  expenses  to  shipowners,  as  well  as 
work  and  annoyance  to  the  consular  staff.  Seamen  are  rarely 
enticed  to  desert  their  vessels,  and  complain  of  their  food,  ns  is  the 
case  in  all  large  ports  infested  by  crimps,  and  particularly  in 
Brazil,  where,  unless  privately  prosecuted,  they  ply  their  nefarious 
trade  with  perfect  immunity,  very  often  cansing  a vessel  ready  for 
sea  to  be  delayed  for  days  on  account  of  all  the  crew  having  been 
induced  to  desert. 


Annex  1. — Number  and  Net  Tonnage  of  Sailing  Vessels  of  all 
Nationalities  Entering  and  Clearing  the  Port  of  Bahia  during 
the  years  1890-92. 


1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 

5 

4,004 

6 

3,838 

12 

11,516 

Argentine 

1 

20 

1 

169 

Brazilian  

26 

4,660 

29  , 

5,336 

31 

5,485 

British  

56 

20,572 

49 

16,407 

57 

28,326- 

Danish  

4 

705 

5 

925 

4 

760 

Dutch  

2 

700 

2 

2,100 

5 

1,200 

French  

3 

596 

German  

12 

2,327 

11 

4,545 

14 

3,302 

Italian  

3 

865 

1 

426 

... 

Norwegian  and 

Swedish 

70 

39,800 

75 

43,300 

69 

36,000 

Portuguese 

11 

2,509 

10 

2,341 

10 

2,124 

Russian  

1 

587 

... 

... 

Spanish  

2 

473 

2 

’*420 

2 

"*444 

Total  

192 

77,202 

194 

80,254 

205 

89,326 

Annex  2. — Number  and  Net  Tonnage  of  Steamships  of  ail 
Nationalities  Entering  and  Clearing  the  Port  of  Bahia  during 
the  Years  1890-92. 


Nationality. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

American 

26 

66,887 

42 

109,708 

32 

91.294 

Austrian  

10 

13,995 

12 

16,451 

9 

12,148 

Belgian  

5 

6,617 

23 

38,672 

24 

41,428 

Brazilian  

205 

208,178 

235 

242,097 

256 

252,192 

British  

159 

297,037 

165 

302,914 

155 

302,462. 

French  

109 

208,888 

117 

236,847 

95 

198,360 

German  ...  ... 

146 

236.812 

183 

314,894 

162 

268,706- 

Italian  

8 

9,700 

7 

12,082 

18 

26,176 

Portuguese 

6 

14,430 

2 

4,810 

9 

15,620 

Total  

674 

1,062,54* 

786 

1,278,475 

760 

1,208,386 

BAHIA, 
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Annex  3. — Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Bahia  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Articles. 

1890.* 

1891. f 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Coffee  

Bags 

170,576 

£ 

534,747 

161,408 

£ 

413,860 

Cocoa  

))  ••• 

52,592 

132,534 

72,395 

200,736 

Tobacco  

7 

■s 

Rolls 

Bundles  ... 

10,847 

8,508 

l 377,220 

( 4,443 

1 5.322 

l 451,724 

Piassava  

1 

Bales 

Tons 

262,892 

10,000 

J 

107,431 

( 336,656 
12,000 

j 

159,782 

Hides  

Number  ... 

158,685 

42,088 

212,718 

33,405 

Diamonds 

Grammes ... 

3,088 

10,949 

18,706 

2,149 

7,826 

Hose  wood  

Logs 

13,573 

10,237 

11,248 

Indiarubber 

Packages ... 

1,193 

3,184 

2,412 

7,638 

Sugar):  

Bags 

30, 31  Of 

249,1 39 J 

Cotton  

Bales 

85 

*’*410 

23 

'**  63 

Rum 

Pipes 

22 

186 

150 

1,110 

Tapioca  

Barrels  ... 

161 

186 

3,013 

1,473 

Palm  nuts 

Bags 

392 

305 

302 

329 

Logwood  

Number  ... 

39,470 

819 

33,489 

1,366 

Sundries  

44,329 

11,931 

Total  ... 

... 

1,275,718 

1,302,491 

* Average  exchange  of  year  Is.  lO^ci.  f Average  exchange  of  year  Is.  4|c£. 

t Exempt  from  duty,  no  value  given. 


Annex  4. — Table  showing  Value  of  Exports  to  different 
Countries  from  Bahia  during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Countries. 

* 

Value. 

1890.* 

1891.f 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

148,341 

£ 

175,797 

Ge.  many  . . 

660,295 

France 

251,901 

229,178 

Belgium 

135,016 

43,504 

Italy 

48,681 

39,395 

Portugal  . . . . 

4,791 

7,236 

United  States 

• • 

78,762 

130,153 

Africa  (West  Coast) 

• • 

2,864 

2,761 

Argentine  Republic 

7,794 

1,384 

Uruguay  .. 

11,499 

10,505 

Austria  ..  •• 

1,991 

Holland  •• 

• « 

•• 

292 

Total 

•• 

•• 

1,275,718 

1,302,491 

Exchange,  Is.  10 \d. 


+ Exchange,  Is.  4 \d. 
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Annex  5. — Table  showing  the  Official  Value  of  the  Principal 
Articles  Imported  to  Bahia  during  the  Year  1890. 


Articles. 

Yalue.* 

Live  animals  . . 

£ 

61 

Feathers  and  horsehair 

4,889 

Leather  and  skins  ..  . . 

89,500 

Jerked  beef,  fish,  &c.  . . 

162,340 

Tortoise-shell,  mother-of-pearl,  ivory 

9,050 

Preserved  fruits,  jams,  &c.  . . 

3,571 

Cereals  and  flour 

107,587 

Seeds,  plants  . . 

24,294 

Wines,  beer,  spirits  . . 

128,217 

Perfumery,  dyes  . . . • 

66,808 

Chemicals 

31,990 

Timber  and  lumber  ..  ..  .. 

6,171 

Iron  and  steel. . 

47,545 

Yarious  metals 

389 

Arms,  ammunition  . . 

13,675 

Cutlery.. 

6,863 

Musical  instruments  . . 

4,545 

Surgical  instruments . . 

4,525 

Mathematical  instruments  .. 

916 

Machinery,  tools 

28,002 

Bamboo,  canes,  straw 

775 

Cottons 

557,297 

Woollens  ..  ..  .. 

52.748 

Linens..  ..  ..  ..  . . 

38,791 

Silk 

16,993 

Earthenware  and  glass 

26,273 

Paper  and  paper  goods  . . . . . . | 

27,667 

Stones,  clays,  and  minerals  (coal)  . . . . ] 

190,034 

Copper  and  amalgams  . . . . . . j 

11,753 

Gold  and  silver  jewellery 

5,749 

Lead,  zinc,  tin 

Yarious  articles  not  classified 

5,103 

148,871 

Total 

1,772,993 

Yalue  of  articles  imported  for  contract 
works  exempt  from  customs  duties 

93,189 

Grand  total 

1,866,182 

* Exchange  la. 
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No. 

1169.  Athens  .. 

Price. 
..  12d. 

No. 

1230.  Chungking 

Price. 
..  Hd. 

1170.  Galatz 

4 , 

# # 

lid. 

1231.  Hankow  .. 

. . Id. 

1171.  Guayaquil.. 

• • 

# , 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1172.  Riga 

. . 

2d. 

1233.  Chicago 

..  3d. 

1173.  Trebizond  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1234,  Taganrog  .. 

..  2*d. 

1174.  Havre 

, , 

. . 

2|d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1175.  Saigon 

, , 

id. 

1236.  Mannheim. . 

..  Id. 

1176.  Baltimore  .. 

Hd. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

..  Id. 

1177.  Brest 

# , 

# , 

id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1178.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1179.  Adrianople 

, , 

. # 

id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

. .'  2d. 

1180.  Algiers 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

..  3d. 

1181.  Boston 

* • 

Id. 

1 242.  Erzeroum  . . 

..  Id. 

1182.  Marseilles  .. 

# # 

lid. 

1243.  Palermo  . . 

..  3£d. 

1183.  Warsaw 

, , 

Id. 

1244.  Naples 

..  Id. 

1184.  Piraeus 

. # 

. # 

lid. 

1245.  Guatemala 

• f 

..  Id. 

1185.  Callao 

# , 

Id. 

1246.  Madrid 

..  Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

, # 

, , 

id. 

1247.  Gothenburg 

..  2d. 

1187.  Chefoo 

. # 

lid. 

1248.  Brindisi  . . 

..  2id. 

1188.  Munich 

, # 

2d. 

1249,  Fiume 

..  2d. 

1189.  Resht 

Id. 

1250.  Leghorn  . . 

..  2id. 

1190.  Batavia 

# # 

, , 

lid. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

..  6id. 

1191.  Batoum 

lid. 

1252.  Bushire  . . 

..  2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

• • 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki  .. 

..  Id. 

1193.  Amoy 

# , 

Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

..  Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar  .. 

, # 

. , 

4d. 

1255.  Yokohama 

. . l^d. 

1195.  Corunna  . . 

. , 

2d. 

| 1256.  Stockholm  . 

..  lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

, ^ 

15id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

..  lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1258.  Tientsin  .. 

. . Id. 

1198.  Nice 

, # 

, # 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said  ,. 

..  Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow 

. , 

’lid. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka.. 

..  2id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1261.  - Damascus  . . 

..  Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

4id. 

1262.  Samoa 

. . id. 

1202.  Swatow 

, # 

Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

..  2 id. 

1203.  Charleston 

# , 

, # 

2id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

,, 

..  Id. 

1204.  Syra 

, # 

Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

..  3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

. , 

2 id. 

1266.  Shanghai  . . 

..  3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

lid. 

1267.  Bangkok  .. 

..  lid. 

1207.  Caracas  .. 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

..  lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

# , 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

..  2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

. . 

Id. 

| 1270.  Cherbourg 

..  Id. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

..  id. 

1211.  Ichang 

, 9 

3id. 

i 1272.  Christiania 

. . 5d, 

1212.  Wenchow 

, , 

Id. 

1 1273.  Buda-Pesth 

..  id. 

1213.  Havana 

1274.  New  York  . 

..  3d. 

1214.  Cagliari  .. 

# , 

Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

. . 7id. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

# # 

id. 

1276.  Alexandria 

..  lid. 

1216.  Foochow  .. 

# f 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

..  2id. 

1217.  Wuhu 

# # 

Id. 

1 1278.  Bilbao 

..  3id. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz.. 

, , 

lid. 

L279.  Beyrout 

..  6d. 

1219.  San  Jos6  .. 

, , 

Id. 

j 1280.  Pekin 

..  2id. 

1220.  Antwerp  .. 

Id. 

J 1281.  Salvador  .. 

..  Id. 

1221.  Mogador  .. 

. . 

2id. 

| 1282.  Malaga 

. . 4d. 

1222.  Berlin 

. , 

lid. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  8id. 

1223.  Rome 

, , 

. , 

Id. 

1284.  Canton 

..  Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

9 « 

6 id. 

1285.  Washington 

..  4id. 

1225.  Barcelona.. 

# . 

2id. 

1286.  Warsaw  .. 

..  id. 

1226.  Madeira  .. 

5id. 

1287.  Pekin 

..  id. 

1227.  Soul 

, # 

# , 

lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam 

..  Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang.. 

• • 

# # 

Id. 

1289.  Manila 

..  2id. 

1229.  Newchwang 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1290.  Bahia 

..  Id. 
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BAVARIA. 

MUNICH. 


Mr.  Drummond  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery.  . 

My  Lord,  Munich , August  20,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  enclosed  a Report  on 
the  Commerce  of  Bavaria  for  1892,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Helyar, 
Second  Secretary  to  Her  Majesty’s  Legation. 

The  report  shows  a general  depression  in  trade  of  all  kinds, 
with  the  exception  of  beer,  arising  from  over-production,  the 
curtailed  purchasing  power  of  the  people,  the  cholera  epidemic, 
low  prices,  and  high  tariffs. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  VICTOR  DRUMMOND. 


Report  on  the  Commerce  of  Bavaria  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Textiles. 


Machinery. 


General  SituatioJi. 

The  year  1892  was  undoubtedly,  from  an  industrial  point  of 
view,  worse  than  its  predecessor.  From  all  parts  of  Bavaria,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  Schwaben,  come  in  reports  of  unfavour- 
able markets,  profits  turned  into  losses,  and  declining  manu- 
factures. The  causes  to  which  this  state  of  things  is  attributed  are 
several,  and,  unfortunately,  only  one  of  them  is  temporary.  The 
cholera  epidemic,  which  devastated  Hamburg  in  the  summer  of 
1892  had  far-reaching,  though  fortunately  temporary,  effects  in 
distant  parts  of  Germajiy,  and  depressed  the  export  markets  of 
Bavaria  in  a sensible  degree,  and  for  a considerable  period. 

It  is  considered  that,  although  the  depression  of  trade  has 
largely  stopped  over-production,  still  during  a portion  of  the  year 
over-production  existed  in  certain  branches  of  manufacture. 

The  severe  effects  of  foreign  tariffs  in  those  countries  to  which 
Bavaria  largely  exports,  viz.,  France,  Russia,  the  United  States, 
and  in  a less  degree  Italy  and  Austria  (in  spite  of  the  new 
treaties),  have  been  seriously  felt  in  this  country. 

Bavaria  is  not  heavily  taxed,  but  complaints  are  made  of  the 
gradual  rise  of  taxation,  and  still  more  of  the  threatened  burdens 
caused  by  the  Militar  Vorlage. 

The  purchasing  power  of  the  people,  and  especially  of  the 
peasantry,  is  slack.  This  is  largely  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory 
prices  of  agricultural  produce.  True,  the  harvest  of  1892  was  a 
good  one,  but  its  influence  has  not  been  sufficient  to  balance  the 
other  depressing  causes,  the  price  of  wheat  especially  is  very  low, 
and  disease  rife  among  cattle. 

And  lastly,  there  has  not  been  during  the  year  any  stimulus 
or  favourable  impetus  given  to  any  one  branch  of  industry  to  lift 
it  out  of  its  present  dull  and  depressed  condition,  a condition 
which  is  the  more  noticeable  as  the  year  has  been  comparatively 
free  from  disturbing  political  complications. 

I will  next  deal  with  the  main  and  principal  staples  of 
Bavarian  manufacture,  especially  such  as  are  exported  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  come  into  competition  with  British  goods, 
e.g .,  textiles,  machinery,  iron,  coal,  and  other  minerals,  leather 
goods,  pencils,  optical  and  other  scientific  instruments,  toys  and 
fancy  goods,  glass,  china,  paper,  books,  clocks  and  watches, 
matches,  timber,  furniture,  the  building  trades,  beer,  wines,  spirits, 
and  dairy  produce. 

In  textiles  the  year  was  a very  dull  one,  the  want  of  pur- 
chasing power  being  severely  felt.  A slight  improvement  in 
woollens  was  followed  by  a brisker  demand  for  cotton  stuffs  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  particularly  at  Augsburg,  but  as  a whole  trade 
was  bad,  the  Pfalz  being  an  especial  sufferer. 

The  machinery  manufacture  was  at  a low  ebb,  the  demand 
being  slight  and  declining.  Both  the  raw  material  and  the 
finished  article  were  at  very  low  prices.  Much  complaint  was 
made  of  the  effect  of  the  high  protective  Austrian  tariff.  In  the 
Pfalz  rather  more  business  was  done. 
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Iron  generally,  both  cast  and  wrought,  was  dull  and  little  in  iron. 
demand.  Profits  were  at  a minimum,  and  in  many  cases  became 
losses.  The  causes  assigned  are  the  decrease  in  building  activity 
generally  following  as  a reaction  on  a previous  excess,  and  the 
high  duties  on  iron  in  Austria  and  Italy,  which  exclude  Bavarian 
iron  from  what  is  considered  as  <f  its  natural  market.”  Little 
prospect  is  held  out  of  any  improvement.  Many  works  were  only 
kept  going  in  order  not  to  lose  custom  permanently,  and  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  on  the  old  and  experienced  hands. 

The  coal  trade  in  Oberbayern  was  dull  and  prices  low,  the  Coal, 
production  being  in  excess  of  the  demand  (the  reverse  was  the 
case  in  1891).  Only  for  the  lighting  of  streets  by  gas  was  there 
a slightly  increased  demand.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  labour 
market  was  slightly  disturbed. 

The  production  of  building  stone,  &c.,  from  the  quarries  of  Other 
Niederbayern  and  the  Oberpfalz  suffered  from  the  general  depres-  minerals- 
sion  and  the  decline  of  building  activity.  This  was  to  some 
extent  compensated  by  an  increased  demand  for  paving  stones 
from  Vienna.  Great  complaints  were  made  of  the  severe  com- 
petition of  water-borne  stone  from  Sweden  and  Norway  to  North 
Germany,  which  is  admitted  duty  free. 

The  marble  quarries  at  Kiefersfelden  (Oberbayern)  reported, 
however,  an  active  demand  and  satisfactory  prices.  Fine  speci- 
mens of  the  products  of  these  quarries  are  being  exhibited  at  the 
Chicago  Exhibition.  The  marble  and  stone  quarries  of  the  Pfalz, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  generally  depressed. 

In  leather  goods,  both  raw  and  manufactured,  the  year  was  a Leather 
very  poor  one.  Many  causes  are  assigned,  e.y.,  excessive  colpor-  goods, 
tage,  flooding  the  market  with  u cheap  and  worthless  ” articles, 
and  the  competition  of  the  labour  of  prisons  and  reformatories ; 
but  the  main  cause  seems  to  be  the  general  one  of  want  of  pur- 
chasing power  in  the  people.  Sheepskins  and  lambskins  met 
with  somewhat  better  sales.  Wages  generally  maintained  their 
level. 

The  production  of  lead  pencils,  which  is  considerable  in  Lead  pencils. 
Bavaria,  is  much  affected  by  Austrian  competition.  . The  high 
tariffs  in  many  foreign  countries  have  contracted  the  export 
markets,  and  the  consequence  is  a glut  of  pencils  in  Bavaria  and 
Germany  generally. 

It  may  be  of  interest  here  to  give  the  substance  of  a statement 
by  Mr.  Johann  Faber,  the  large  Nurnberg  pencil  manufacturer, 
lie  states  that  the  price  of  cheap  sorts  of  pencils  has  so  fallen  that 
in  many  cases  work  is  carried  on  without  profit,  and  some 
factories  have  had  to  stop  work.  It  is  asserted  that  the  Austrian 
pencils,  taking  Hardtmuth’s  as  a type,  are  in  no  way  superior  to 
the  Bavarian  product,  and  yet  are  ousting  the  latter  from 
Bavarian  towns  and  schools,  a fact  which  leads  to  many  com- 
plaints. In  almost  all  directions  export  is  checked  abroad,  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  fall  in  exchange,  in  Russia  and  the 
United  States  by  the  competition  of  protected  industries.  The 
troubles  in  South  America  have  also  affected  the  demand  for 
(1625) 
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German  pencils  there.  He  considers  that  England  is  flooded  with 
cheap  American  pencils  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Niirnberg 
article  has  no  chance  of  finding  a sale.  American  cedar  pencils 
are  sold  in  England  at  Is.  Sd.  to  Is.  9c?.  per  gross.  German 
manufacturers  can,  therefore,  only  compete  in  the  middling  and 
best  sorts.  He  further  complains  of  the  inconsistencies  and 
anomalies  of  the  German  and  Austrian  tariffs  and  of  the  vexatious 
provisions  of  the  McKinley  Law. 

In  the  branches  of  optical  and  other  scientific  instruments  the 
reports  from  Niirnberg  and  Munich  manufacturers  were  somewhat 
better  than  in  other  lines  of  industry,  although*  great  complaints 
are  made  of  the  crippling  effect  of  foreign  tariffs,  particularly  in 
Russia  and  the  United  States.  In  Niirnberg  business  was  active, 
and  the  different  works  fully  employed. 

In  toys  and  similar  fancy  goods,  for  which  manufacture 
Niirnberg  is  so  well  known,  general  over-production  and  no 
profits  are  reported,  the  demand  failing  to  balance  the  supply. 
The  quantity  of  export  was  partially  maintained  by  working 
without  regard  to  profit,  and  at  cost  price.  Foreign  tariffs  and 
the  troubles  in  South  America  contributed  to  this  unsatisfactory 
state  of  things. 

The  production  of  glass  in  its  various  forms  in  Bavaria  is 
largely  directed  to  the  American  market,  which  has,  however, 
been  very  unfavourable  of  late  years  owing  to  the  McKinley  Law, 
and  the  considerable  American  competition.  1892  was  even 
worse  in  this  respect  than  1891.  Markets  ruled  dull  and  prices 
low.  Reduction  of  production  was  spoken  of.  At  the  very  end 
of  1892,  however,  a slight  glimmer  of  better  prospects  showed 
itself. 

The  trade  in  porcelain  and  china  was  somewhat  better,  and 
the  china  factory  at  Nymphenburg  did  an  improved  business. 

The  manufacture  of  paper  was  much  depressed  during  the 
year  owing  to  over-production,  and  prices  fell  heavily. 

In  the  Bavarian  book  trade  the  year  1892  was  one  of  the 
worst  on  record.  The  great  strikes  early  in  the  year  completely 
upset  business,  and  from  this  blow  it  has  not  yet  recovered.  The 
victory  of  the  employers  gave  them  leisure  to  organise  themselves 
more  completely  in  associations,  and  to  systematise  work  and 
scales  of  pay.  But  the  state  of  the  market  shows  no  signs  of 
recovery.  This  is  partly  attributable  to  excessive  competition, 
but  also  to  the  very  large  number  of  holidays  in  vogue  in 
Bavaria,  which  reduces  the  competitive  power  of  the  workman. 
Orders  tend  to  go  to  Leipzig,  &c.  In  1892  there  were  about 
100  workmen  out  of  work  in  this  trade  throughout  the  year, 
while  in  1891  there  were  at  most  20.  The  book  trade  in  Regens- 
burg was  likewise  poor.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  book- 
binding trade,  in  which  the  small  firms  are  being  rapidly  extin- 
guished by  the  competition  of  the  larger  ones. 

The  depression  in  the  Swiss  watch  trade  severely  affected  that 
of  Bavaria,  as  quantities  of  goods  were  unloaded  at  ruinous  prices 
on  to  the  Bavarian  market.  At  the  end  of  1892  there  were  slight 
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signs  of  improvement.  The  business  done  in  large  church  and 
tower  clocks,  however,  was  more  satisfactory,  and  the  demand 
increased.  The  manufacture  of  watch  springs  in  Augsburg 
suffered,  especially  from  the  depression  of  the  watch  manufacture 
in  the  Black  Forest,  which  is  supplied  with  springs  from 
Augsburg. 

The  manufacture  of  matches  in  Augsburg  reports  a fair  Matches, 
increase  in  business  done,  but  no  improvement  in  prices.  Safety 
matches  are  more  and  more  largely  ousting  the  cheap  phosphorus 
matches  from  general  use.  The  new  match  factories  in  Japan 
and  China  are  injuring  the  export  of  Bavarian  matches  to  Asia, 
and  the  export  trade  was  also  affected  by  the  closing  for  a time 
of  the  port  of  Hamburg  through  cholera  ; still  the  export,  on 
the  whole,  increased.  From  Regen  in  Neiderbayern  a poor  report 
is  given  of  a stationary  demand,  and  a rise  in  wages  and  in  the 
price  of  chemicals. 

The  important  Bavarian  timber  trade  underwent  considerable  Timber, 
variations  in  1892.  The  year  opened  with  forest  sales  at  advanced 
prices,  but  in  the  spring  the  quantity  of  timber  thrown  on  the 
market  by  the  <c  Nonnen  ” ravages  brought  down  prices  very  much, 
and  only  recovered  about  5 per  cent,  in  July.  In  the  autumn 
and  winter  they  were  again  weak,  and  the  market  flat.  The 
effects  of  the  te  Nonnen  ” pest  may  be  considered  past,  and  the 
supply  of  rough  timber  is  likely  to  decline  for  some  time.  Com- 
plaints are  made  of  the  very  high  freight  rates  for  sawn  planks, 
which  check  the  sawing  trade.  The  cellulose  manufacture,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  prosperous,  and  business  increasing.  A 
temporary  check  was  noted  in  the  traffic  in  floating  timber  by 
river  and  canal,  but  this  is  expected  to  improve  with  a recovery 
in  building  activity  and  the  cessation  of  the  effects  of  the 
“ Nonnen”  pest.  Other  causes  of  this  depression,  which  was 
especially  severe  in  sawn  and  prepared  timber,  were  the  McKinley 
Law,  preventing  exports  to  the  United  States,  and  the  competi- 
tion in  Germany  of  timber  from  countries  (< e.g .,  Russia)  where 
freight  rates  are  lower  than  in  Bavaria. 

The  decline  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  public  has  led  to  Furniture, 
the  demand  being  confined  almost  exclusively  to  the  cheapest 
kinds  of  furniture,  and  at  nominal  prices.  Novelties  were  much 
in  request. 

In  the  building  trades  there  was  a decided  steady  decline,  as  Building 
building  activity  generally  fell  off.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that fcrades- 
in  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  an  excess  of  building  in 
Bavaria,  especially  in  Munich,  leading  to  the  present  reaction. 

In  certain  towns,  Niirnberg  for  instance,  the  orders  given  for 
public  buildings  have  to  some  extent  assisted  trade.  In  general, 
however,  all  trades  and  industries  connected  with  building  ruled 
dull  and  flat. 

The  brewing  interest  is  one  of  the  few  in  Bavaria  which  has  Beer, 
suffered  little  or  nothing  from  the  prevailing  depression.  It  did 
not  go  deep  enough  for  that.  Luxuries,  and  even  comforts  may 
be  cut  down,  but  beer  in  Bavaria  is  a necessary  of  life.  The 
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great  Munich  firms  report  a steady  business,  which  increases  at 
least  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  population.  Profits  were  fair, 
and  the  supply  of  hops  and  barley  satisfactory,  at  moderate  prices. 
From  Regensburg  the  reports  are  not  quite  so  good,  still  a fair 
business  was  done. 

The  reports  from  Franconia  show  that  1892  was  a good 
vintage  year.  The  new  commercial  treaties  have  led  to  a con- 
siderable increase  in  the  import  of  wine  from  Italy  for  mixing 
purposes.  In  the  Pfalz  the  intense  summer  heat  of  frequently 
over  100°  Fahr.  burnt  up  many  of  the  grapes,  but  the  quality  of 
the  vintage  was  excellent,  and  sales  were  rapid  and  profitable. 
The  general  wine  trade  of  Bavaria  had  difficulties  to  contend  with 
in  the  too  general  practice  of  inferior  merchants  of  adulterating 
wine  with  sugar  water,  enabling  them  to  undersell  the  genuine 
wine  merchants  and  deceive  the  consumer.  The  demand  for 
German  wine  was  considerable  during  the  year,  and  little  fear  is 
felt  of  Italian  competition,  as  Italian  wines  are  too  rough  and 
heavy  for  the  German  taste. 

The  Bavarian  spirit  manufacture  suffered  during  the  year  from 
a continuous  decline  in  price  causing  great  losses  on  stocks.  The 
causes  were  an  abundant  potato  harvest  and  much  over-produc- 
tion. Great  complaints  are  also  made  of  the  frequent  increases 
and  rumours  of  increases  in  the  spirit  duties  which  unsettle  busi- 
ness. The  demand  was  fairly  maintained,  but  from  the  above 
causes  the  business  done  was  unsatisfactory. 

The  large  steam  dairy  and  creamery  at  Holzkirchen  reports 
that  the  first  half  of  1892,  although  quiet,  gave  fair  results,  but 
the  cholera  (stopping  the  export  through  Hamburg)  and  cattle 
disease  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  crippled  business.  Another 
cause  which  injures  the  sale  of  dairy  produce  is  the  increasing 
use  of  margarine.  The  export  of  cheese  from  Franconia  suffered 
from  the  same  causes.  In  the  Allgau  the  business  done  in  butter 
was  satisfactory,  a good  export  being  maintained  through  the 
year.  But  in  round  eheeses  and  “ brick  ” cheeses  the  year  was 
unsatisfactory  as  the  price  of  milk  was  too  high  in  the  winter  for 
any  profit  to  be  made,  while  the  dread  of  cholera  kept  down  the 
summer  demand.  The  export  of  u brick  ” cheeses  to  Switzerland 
is  diminishing  yearly. 

The  following  table  gives  the  prices  of  the  principal  articles 
of  general  consumption  in  Bavaria  for  the  last  four  years  : — 
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Articles. 

1 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Wheat  

1,000  kilos. 

197  > 

213 

240 

205 

Rye 

160 

179 

210 

182 

Barley  

166 

196 

180 

164 

Oats 

100  kilos.... 

151 

U8 

160 

137 

Wheat  flour  ...  

31 

33 

35 

33 

Rye  „ 

Potato  spirit*'  

io’ooo 

27 

29 

33 

31 

litres. 

55 

58 

71 

58 

Pig-iron,  best  Scotch  

1,000  kilos. 

83 

93 

82 

73 

„ English  

66 

72 

62 

59 

Coal,  Westphalian  

21 

24 

23 

21 

„ English  ...  

Raw  sugar 

19 

20 

21 

21 

100  kilos....! 

40 

34 

36 

37 

Refined  sugar  

64 

56 

57 

58 

Coffee,  Santos  

164 

176  . 

163 

150 

,,  Rio 

Rice,  Rangoon 

99 

160 

171 

163 

142 

9y 

19 

18 

19 

20 

,,  broken  

n 

16 

15 

16 

17 

Pepper  

133 

104 

80 

61 

Herrings,  Norway 

150  kilos.... 

26 

24 

31 

24 

„ Scotch 

30 

33 

37 

31 

Petroleum , 

100  kilos.,.. 

14 

13 

13 

12 

Raw  tobacco,  Domingo 

99 

92 

93 

88 

80 

,,  Brazil  

125 

127 

no 

104 

Cotton  

99 

113 

115 

90 

81 

Wool ■ ... 

378 

379 

352 

329 

Lead 

99 

28 

29 

27 

23 

Copper  

,, 

115 

122 

116 

100 

Raw  silk  Indian  

1 kilo. 

53 

54 

45 

48 

„ China  

” 

i 47 

47 

43 

41 

* This  price  is  for  spirit  which  has  not  yet  paid  duty. 


The  following  were  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  the  Exports  to 
United  States*  Consular  districts  of  Munich  and  Augsburg,  com- 
prising  nearly  all  Bavaria,  for  the  last  four  years  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

£ 

1889 

214,085 

1890 

256,441 

1891 

165,091 

1892 

194,552 

The  largest  export  per  quarter  in  1892  was  during  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,  chiefly  owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the 
export  of  pictures. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  report  that  while  hardly  Conclusion, 
any  branch  of  manufacture,  with  the  exception  of  beer,  escaped 
the  prevailing  depression ; yet  that  depression  has  not  been  of  a 
disastrous  character,  and  in  one  or  two  lines  of  trade  the  year 
1892  closed  with  some  prospects  of  revival,  while  the  consumer 
has  necessarily  benefited  by  the  prevailing  low  prices. 
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No. 

1172.  Riga . . 

Price. 

No. 

1232.  Odessa 

Price. 
..  2 

1173.  Trebizond  . . 

c « 

• « 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

• • 

3d. 

1174.  Havre 

. . 

. . 

2|d. 

1234.  Taganrog  . . 

« . 

. . 

2|d. 

1175.  Saigon  .. 

. . 

id. 

1235.  Ningpo 

• ♦ 

Id. 

1176.  Baltimore  .. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1177.  Brest. . 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

, , 

Id. 

1178.  Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

- # 

, # 

Id. 

1179.  Adrianople  .. 

« . 

Id. 

1239.  Madrid 

, , 

Id. 

1180.  Algiers 

,, 

2|d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

, , 

2d. 

1181.  Boston 

Id. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

, # 

, , 

3d. 

1182.  Marseilles  .. 

, # 

l|d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

. , 

, 9 

Id. 

1183.  Warsaw 

# , 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

# , 

, , 

3|d. 

1184.  Pirseus 

, , 

• • 

l|d. 

1244.  Naples 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1185.  Callao 

c # 

Id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

, , 

, # 

Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

# , 

id. 

1246.  Madrid 

9 # 

, , 

Id. 

1187.  Chefoo 

l|d. 

1247.  Gothenburg.. 

. , 

9 9 

2d. 

1188.  Munich 

, , 

. , 

2d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

# # 

2|d. 

1189.  Eeslit 

Id. 

1249.  Fiume 

, , 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

l|d. 

1250.  Leghorn 

9 , 

2|d. 

1191.  Batoum 

, # 

l|d. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

, . 

5|d. 

1192.  Tainan 

, # 

Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

# # 

2d. 

1193.  Amoy 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki  .. 

, . 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar  .. 

4d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

• • 

# . 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 

15|d. 

1256.  Stockholm  .. 

• o 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

. . 

Id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

9 9 

l|d. 

1198.  Nice  . . 

. # 

l|d. 

1258.  Tientsin 

, # 

9 9 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  . . 

.. 

, , 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said  .. 

9 , 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo  . . 

Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

• e 

. , 

2|d. 

1201.  Stettin 

. . 

. , 

4|d. 

1261.  Damascus  .. 

# . 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

• . 

Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

9 9 

Id. 

1203.  Charleston  . . 

2|d. 

1263.  Eio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

9 9 

2|d. 

1204.  Syra.. 

Id. 

1264.  Jeddah  .. 

9 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

• • 

2|d. 

1265.  Vienna 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

l|d. 

1266.  Shanghai 

9 9 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

.. 

Id. 

1267.  Bangkok 

, 9 

9 m 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

, , 

# , 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

l|d. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

# 9 

9 9 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg  .. 

9 # 

9 9 

Id. 

1211.  Ichang 

. . 

• « 

Bid. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

9 9 

9 # 

id. 

1212.  WSnchow  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

5d. 

1213.  Havana 

. . 

, , 

2d. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth.. 

# 

Id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

. , 

, . 

Id. 

1274.  New  York  .. 

9 9 

3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

9 9 

7|d. 

1216.  Foochow 

• . 

Id. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1217.  Wuhu 

, . 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2|d. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz  .. 

, . 

, # 

lid. 

1278.  Bilbao 

id. 

1219.  San  Jos6 

Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin 

2id. 

1221.  Mogador 

2|d. 

1281.  Salvador  .. 

Id. 

1222.  Berlin 

. . 

lid. 

1282.  Malaga 

;; 

4d. 

1223.  Rome 

. . 

Id. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

9 # 

8|d. 

1224.  Constantinople 

6|d. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

2id. 

1285.  Washington.. 

44<L 

1226.  Madeira 

5|d. 

1286.  Warsaw  .. 

# # 

id. 

1227.  Soul 

l|d. 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1229.  Newchwang.. 

Id. 

1289.  Manila 

2 id. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

. • 

, , 

lid. 

1290.  Bahia 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

•• 

Id. 

1291.  Munich 

.. 

•• 

Id. 

No.  1292. 

Reference  to  'previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1145. 
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Consul  Haggard  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Trieste , August  17,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  my  Trade  Report  for  1892, 
which  I was  unable  to  send  in  earlier  this  year.  I have  in 
consequence  also  embodied  in  the  Report  matters  of  interest 
which  have  come  to  my  notice  in  the  first  half  of  1893. 

The  Report  of  the  Consular  Agent  at  Lissa  is  appended. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  JOHN  Gr.  HAGGARD. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Trieste  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 

During  1891  the  statistics  showed  a decline  in  the  Commerce 
of  Trieste,  while  for  1892  they  showed  a small  increase,  and  it  is 
hoped  that,  with  introduction  of  sundry  useful  measures,  the 
trade  of  Trieste  may  again  revive,  to  the  benefit  of  Commerce. 

Trieste  i3  tlie  chief  seat  of  the  coffee  trade  of  the  south  of 
Europe.  The  imports  of  this  production  during  1892  having 
exceeded  those  of  the  previous  year  by  nearly  1,000,000/.  The 
export,  however,  shows  a merely  nominal  increase,  so  that  either 
a large  accumulation  lies  in  the  warehouses  of  this  port,  or 
else  Austria-Hungary  has  largely  increased  its  consumption  of 
coffee. 

The  coffee  trade  having  attained  such  magnitude,  an  associa- 
tion of  local  coffee  merchants  requested  the  Trieste  Chamber  of 
Commerce  to  declare  itself  the  seat  of  a court  of  arbitration  for 
disputes  in  the  coffee  trade.  By  this  means  the  Trieste  market 
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would  be  freed  from  foreign  influence  and  control,  as,  until  the 
present  time,  disputes  have  been  referred  for  arbitration  to  London 
or  Hamburg. 

It  is  now  suggested  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  should 
appoint  a commission  of  24  experts,  thus  taking  upon  itself  the 
administration  of  arbitration  in  all  matters  connected  with  the 
coffee  trade. 

The  imports  of  raw  cotton  show  an  increase  over  1891.  Cotton. 
Bohemia,  the  chief  seat  of  the  cotton  manufacture  of  Austria, 
has  decided,  through  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Reichenberg, 
that  all  cotton  hitherto  imported  for  industrial  purposes  into 
Bohemia  from  India  and  Egypt  via  Hamburg  shall  henceforth 
be  introduced  via  Trieste,  which  is  now  the  cheaper  route,  an 
arrangement  having  been  come  to  with  the  railways  to  make 
ft  so. 

A large  proportion  of  the  coal  used  in  the  Austrian  navy  is  Coal, 
imported  from  Great  Britain.  The  Trieste  Gasworks  and  the 
mercantile  fleet  of  the  Austrian  Lloyds  Steamship  Company,  as 
well  as  the  Stabilimento  Tecnico  (ship-building  yard),  also  consume 
large  quantities. 

Applications  for  contracts  of  English  coal  for  the  supply  of 
the  Austrian  navy  should  be  made  through  the  Austrian  naval 
attache  in  London. 

There  is  still  a large  export  from  Trieste  of  oak  staves  for  Oak  staves, 
making  barrels.  These  are  sent  to  all  the  wine-producing 

countries  of  Europe,  and  also  to  Tunis.  A small  proportion  find 
their  way  to  England. 

The  largest  number  of  staves  exported  was  in  1882, 

1 7,479,652  ; in  1888  it  was  14,453,395,  but  since  that  year  the 
export  has  continually  declined.  During  1892  the  export  hardly 
reached  half  the  last-mentioned  total. 

An  English  firm  of  wine  merchants  in  Portugal  has  recently  Staves  for 
written  to  the  Consulate  to  inquire  if  oak  staves  of  a quality  Port  wine 
suitable  for  port  wine  casks,  and  superior  to  those  generally cas  s* 
exported,  can  be  obtained.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  this  is 
quite  possible  at  moderate  prices  provided  a demand  could  be 
created.  At  present  the  best  quality  of  oak  staves  is  imported 
from  the  Baltic  by  Portuguese  wine  merchants,  but  Trieste  could 
compete  advantageously  with  the  north  by  reason  of  cheaper  pro- 
duction and  freight. 

It  is  complained  by  the  Trieste  wood  merchants  that  the  only  Timber, 
way  to  help  the  dying  timber  trade  in  Trieste  would  be  to 
reduce  the  railway  freights  now  in  force  in  Galizia,  Bucovina, 
Transylvania,  and  Hungary,  for  Trieste. 

The  timber  of  Carintia,  Styria,  and  Carniola  consumed  in  Italy 
used  to  be  exported  exclusively  through  Trieste.  But  the 
Pontebba  railway  and  the  adoption  of  the  lowest  possible  freights 
for  the  direct  transit  of  timber  from  the  places  of  production, 
via  Cormons  to  Italy,  diverted  the  timber  trade  from  Trieste,  and 
sends  the  wood  direct  to  Ventimiglia,  on  the  French  frontier, 
and  to  the  Italian  provinces  of  Emilia,  the  Romagna,  the  Toscana, 

(1623) 
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and  even  to  Naples ; and  so  Trieste  has  lost  a great  part  of  this 
trade  through  the  high  railway  freights  still  in  force.  Also  the 
export  trade  by  sea  is  ill-arranged  and  suffering  from  irregular 
communications  from  Trieste  for  sending  timber  to  Port  Said  by 
the  Austrian  Lloyds.  Sometimes  timber  has  to  wait  a very  long 
time  before  being  loaded,  so  that  it  may  happen  that  in  the  mean- 
while the  order  is  withdrawn,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  merchants. 
If  there  was  a monthly  line  for  Sicily,  Naples,  Spain,  Port  Said, 
Tunis,  and  Algeria,  the  timber  trade  from  Trieste  would  greatly 
increase. 

As  things  are,  Fiume,  Venice,  and  Galatz  are  making  great 
competition  with  Trieste  in  this  branch  of  commerce.  The 
merchants  are  therefore  urging  the  Government  to  reduce  the 
railway  freights  for  timber  arriving  from  Carintia,  Styria,  and 
Carniola,  and  they  are  striving  to  induce  the  Austrian  Lloyds  to 
lower  their  freights  also. 

It  is  alleged,  on  the  of  her  hand,  by  the  export  shipping  agents 
that  one  of  the  great  causes  of  the  falling- off  in  the  timber  trade 
through  Trieste  has  been  the  continual  disagreements  as  to  the 
correct  measurement  of  the  timber  to  be  put  onboard,  which  is 
here  made  in  66  Venetian  inches,”  and  can  be  only  understood  by 
trained  experts.  The  result  of  this  contention  is  that  timber  is 
frequently  refused  as  cargo. 

Trieste  is  the  only  port  in  Austria  into  which  virgin  sponges 
are  introduced.  A large  quantity  (from  8,GG0  bales  to  9,000  bales 
yearly)  arrive  from  Greece  (Hydra,  Aigina,  &c.),  from  Turkey 
(Gallipoli,  Halki,  Symi,  Calymnos,  Mosconissia,  &c.),  from  Africa, 
and  from  Tripoli  in  Syria,  &c. 

There  are  three  or  four  manufactories  in  Trieste  where  the 
sponges  are  sanded  and  bleached,  and  then  sent  to  the  interior  of 
Austria-Hungary  and  to  Germany,  Pussia,  Belgium,  Switzerland, 
&c.  There  was  formerly  a very  large  trade  with  England  in  this 
commodity,  but  this  is  now  very  restricted,  partly  because  the 
kind  of  sponge  most  in  demand  in  England  is  not,  as  a rule, 
imported  into  Trieste,  and  partly  because  the  English  travellers 
now  buy  direct  at  the  places  of  production.  The  price  of  virgin 
sponge  coming  to  Trieste  has  recently  risen  considerably,  on 
account  of  the  greater  demand  at  the  places  of  production,  and 
owing  to  their  now  being  frequented  by  Fiench  and  American 
commercial  travellers  as  well  as  English,  &c.  The  latter  cir- 
cumstance has  also  caused  much  of  the  sponge  trade  to  be  diverted 
from  Trieste  to  New  York,  especially  in  the  finer  qualities.  The 
increased  use,  too,  of  American  sponges  is  beginning  to  have  a 
great  effect  upon  the  Levant  sponges,  which  again  reacts  upon 
the  trade  through  Trieste,  although  the  Transatlantic  article  tears 
easily  and  cannot  be  compared  to  the  Levant  sponge. 

It  is  alleged  to  be  probable  that  if  the  sponge  buyers  of 
Europe  and  America  again  purchased  in  Trieste,  the  price  of  the 
virgin  sponge  might  once  more  fall  to  its  former  level,  as  com- 
petition in  the  Levant  would  be  thus  practically  abolished.  The 
cleaning,  trimming,  bleaching,  &c.,  of  sponges  being  also  cheap 
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in  Trieste,  it  is  said  that  the  prices  even  of  manufactured  sponges 
would  be  more  moderate. 

Notwithstanding  the  rise  in  prices,  however,  the  sponge  trade 
of  Trieste  has  increased  during  the  last  few  years,  and  the  cause 
is  satisfactory,  chiefly,  it  is  said,  on  account  of  a more  widely- 
spread  taste  for  the  luxury  of  bathing  in  central  Europe  amongst 
the  masses  of  the  people. 

Austria  has  also  a small  native  sponge  fishery  on  the  coast  of 
Dalmatia  to  the  value  of  3,000/.  or  4,000/.  yearly,  all  sponges 
being  sold  at  Trieste.  The  entire  sponge  trade  from  Trieste  to 
all  parts  amounted  in  1892  to  about  176,757/. 

A considerable  quantity  of  fustic  wood  is  imported  into  Fustic  wood. 
Trieste  from  Greece  for  purposes  of  dyeing,  and  is  thence  Dye-wood, 
distributed  into  the  interior  of  Europe,  but  none  at  present 
appears  to  be  exported  from  Trieste  to  England. 

The  importation  of  Italian  wine  from  the  province  of  Puglie  wine, 
especially,  and,  indeed,  from  all  the  rest  of  South  Italy  into 
Austria  through  Trieste,  has  greatly  increased  since  the  new 
Commercial  Treaty  between  Italy  and  Austria-Hungary  came 
into  force. 

A great  deal  of  Dalmatian  wine  too  that  formerly  went  to 
France  for  mixing  with  French  wines  has  during  the  last  year 
been  diverted  to  Trieste  for  home  consumption.  But  it  is  said 
that  quite  lately  several  large  French  houses  have  made  arrange- 
ments for  reverting  to  the  old  system,  contracts  having  been 
made  with  the  Italian  Steamship  Company  “ Puglia  ” for  the 
regular  shipment  of  Istrian  and  Dalmatian  wine  to  France. 

The  fail  in  the  orange  and  lemon  trade  through  Trieste  is  Oranges  and 
another  instance  of  loss  to  the  commerce  of  the  place  through  lemoas- 
the  high  railway,  and  excessive  expense  of  warehousing,  freights, 
since  the  doing  away  with  the  free  port.  During  the  last  two 
years  this  branch  of  enterprise  has  been  very  greatly  transferred 
to  Fiume,  merchants  being  badly  hit  here  in  consequence. 

The  railway  rates  from  Fiume  to  the  interior  of  Hungary  being 
now  lower  and  warehousing  much  cheaper,  the  greater  part  of 
the  oranges  and  lemons  that  used  to  be  sent  to  Hungary  via 
Trieste  now  go  there  through  its  rival  port. 

The  opening  of  the  Corinth  Canal,  6J  kiloms.  long,  will  Corinth 
shorten  the  journey  between  Athens  and  Cephalonia  by  about  Canal. 

16  or  17  hours,  and  will  save  ships  of  over  620  tons  about  30/.  a 
voyage,  from  Trieste  and  to  Trieste  respectively. 

The  commerce  of  Central  Europe  must  inevitably  profit 
thereby,  and  especially  the  trade  of  the  ports  of  Trieste  and 
Fiume.  During  1891  the  value  of  the  exports  through  Trieste 
to  Greece,  Russia,  and  European  and  Asiatic  Turkey  was  over 
5,000,000/.,  while  the  imports  from  the  same  countries  through 
Trieste  were  worth  about  3,500,000/. 

Shipping  and  Navigation. 

During  1892  the  direct  trade  with  Great  Britain  and  the  increase  of 
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Colonies  shows  some  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  concerned. 
The  tonnage,  however,  shows  a decrease. 

The  indirect  trade  with  Trieste  by  British  vessels  from  and 
to  other  countries  shows  a considerable  decrease. 

There  has  been  of  late  a considerable  decline  in  Austrian 
mercantile  sailing  shipping.  The  Austrian  Government,  however, 
stands  pledged  to  assist  as  far  as  possible  in  its  recovery  as  early 
as  circumstances  will  permit,  the  Hungarian  Government  having 
already  done  much  to  improve  its  mercantile  marine  during 
the  last  year  or  two. 

The  Austrian  Lloyds’  Steamship  Company  has  suffered  severely 
from  the  prohibition  of  grain  exports  from  Russia,  and  from  the 
diminished  demand  for  flour  in  countries  which  were  accustomed 
to  import  from  Trieste,  freights  being  thus  reduced  to  very  low 


prices. 

Cholera.  The  outbreak  of  cholera  was  also  unfavourable  to  trade. 

Cholera  restrictions  such  as  quarantine  imposed  in  Greece  and 
Turkey  upon  arrivals  from  Austria  did  much  to  injure  trade 
connections  in  1892. 


Return  of  Passengers  and  Cargoes  Carried  by  Austrian  Lloyds’ 
Steamship  Company  during  the  Year  1892. 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Passengers  carried . . 

Number 

250,061 

Goods  carried  . . (about) 

Tons  . . 

267,616 

This  was  43,857  passengers  and  19,484  tons  less  than  in 
1891. 

New  branch  Besides  the  old  lines  to  Dalmatia,  Albania,  Constantinople 
lines.  Asia  Minor,  Black  Sea,  &c.,  newr  sailings  were  opened  by  the 

Austrian  Lloyds  to  the  ports  of  Mersina,  Alexandretta,  and 
Burgas.  The  Austrian  Lloyds’  Steamship  Company  also  made 
a contract  with  the  Bulgarian  Government  (with  a subsidy)  for 
a local  service  between  Yarna  and  Burgas,  and  some  other 
Philippopolis  Bulgarian  ports ; and  the  great  movement  of  passengers  due  to 
Exhibition,  the  Exhibition  of  Philippopolis  made  the  financial  result  of  this 
venture  a good  one  for  the  company. 

Extensions  in  The  Indo-China  line  was  extended  during  1892  by  the 
East  India,  prolongation  of  the  existing  line  to  Hong-Ivong  and  Shanghai, 
and  the  new  branch  between  Singapore  and  Soerabaya,  which, 
however,  after  10  voyages  had  to  be  abandoned  as  it  did  not 
pay. 

New  ve  is  There  were  two  new  steamers  ordered  in  1891  and  finished 
in  1892;  the  “ Maria  Valeria”  and  the  “ Gisella”  (for  the  Indo- 
China  line).  Of  the  other  two  ordered  in  1892  the  “ Vindobona” 
has  been  completed  (and  sent  out  for  the  Indo-China  line)  and 
the  “Marquis  Bacquehem  ” was  also  ready  for  sea  in  June 
last. 
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Of  two  other  new  steamships  of  smaller  size : the  “ Trieste,” 
for  Adriatic  service,  is  ready,  and  the  “ Metcovich”  nearly 
completed. 

In  January,  1893,  the  “ Milano3’  was  lost. 

The  Austrian  Lloyds’  Steamship  Company  yielded,  during 
1892,  a net  profit  of  23,472/.  only. 

Besides  the  Austrian  Lloyds’  Steamship  Company  there  are  other  small 
but  few  other  Austrian  steamship  companies  with  sailings  from  steamship 
Trieste,  their  vessels  being  also  small  and  only  intended  for  the  coiaPanies- 
Istrian  and  Dalmatian  coasting  trade. 

All  the  British  ships  that  entered  the  port  of  Trieste  during  British 
1892  were  steamers  with  the  exception  of  1 barque.  Total  shipping. 
158  vessels,  173,036  tonnage,  and  4,226  crew. 


Population  and  Industry . 


The  population  of  Trieste  is  continually  but  slowly  increasing.  Population. 

In  1890  there  were  155,471  inhabitants,  whilst  in  1893  the 
number  rose  to  158,314  inhabitants. 

Industrial  enterprise  in  this  district  is  exceedingly  slow  of  industrial 
development.  There  is  no  lack  of  capital,  but  the  inhabitants  enterprise, 
are  wanting  in  experience  and  technical  knowledge,  and  to  their 
shyness  to  embarking  in  enterprise,  of  the  intimate  working  of  Lack  of 
which  they  have  no  personal  knowledge,  is  due  the  present  enterprise, 
meagre  degree  of  industrial  development,  for  the  capitalist  here 
does  not  care  to  depend  upon  the  superior  knowledge  of  foreign 
workmen  for  the  success  of  trade  enterprise. 

A few  manufactories  have,  however,  been  started  since  the 
abolition  of  the  free  port  in  1891  ; amongst  the  first  of  which 
may  be  mentioned  the  great  petroleum  refinery  works  at  Santa  Petroleum 
Sabba,  a few  miles  from  Trieste,  where  Black  Sea  petroleum  is  refinery, 
so  efficiently  treated  as  to  compete  very  successfully  with 
American  petroleum  in  the  interior  of  Austria-Hungary.  This 
undertaking,  which  is  paying  a high  dividend,  has  been  founded, 
financed,  and  managed  by  Austrians  alone. 

Besides  the  above  refinery  there  has  been  established  a mill  oil-crushing 
for  crushing  seed  for  oil,  also  a biscuit  factory,  under  the  style  of  mill, 
the  “London  Biscuit  Factory,”  which  has  been  working  here  for 
about  two  years  with  more  or  less  success.  Factory. 

A rice  peeling  factory  has  also  been  started.  Rice  peeling 

These  four  enterprises  mentioned  are  the  only  ones  of  any 
importance  embarked  on  in  Trieste  since  the  closing  of  the  free 
port. 


There  is  a sardine  fishery  of  growing  importance  along  the  Sardine 
Istrian  coast,  where  the  fish  are  also  manufactured.  The  business  manufactories 
belonged  to  a French  company,  which  sold  it  in  1892  to  the  and  Micr^ 
Anglo- Austrian  Bank.  The  bank  intends  to  increase  the  pro- 
duction of  sardines  with  the  view  of  their  introduction  into  the 
whole  of  Austria-Hungary. 

Considerable  quantities  of  parquet  flooring  are  exported  Parquet 

flooring. 
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through  Trieste ; the  squares  are  manufactured  in  the  interior  at 
no  great  distance,  and  are  exported  in  packages  of  10  squares, 
secured  by  wooden  bands.  Some  of  the  designs  for  these  are 
very  beautiful,  and  they  are  executed  with  excellent  workman- 
ship. The  attention  of  builders  in  England  is  drawn  to  this  pro- 
duction. it  would  probably  pay  well  to  import  largely  into 
England,  as  prices  are,  comparatively  speaking,  very  low.  A 
considerable  export  trade  is,  however,  already  springing  up  with 
Anglo-India. 

The  coal  mines  of  Scardona,fin  Dalmatia,  hitherto  but  little 
worked,  have  now  come  into  the  hands  of  an  Austrian  company, 
which  intends  to  greatly  extend  the  industry.  Large  capital  has 
been  necessary  in  order  to  develop  the  mines  to  produce  coal  for 
the  whole  of  the  Dalmatian  coast  trade,  and  for  present  foreign 
demand,  also  for  the  Austrian  Lloyds  orders  ; but  the  money  has 
been  forthcoming  from  all  accounts.  This  is  a subject  of  great 
importance  to  English  interests. 

Public  Works . 

The  Inspector-General  of  Austrian  railways  has  projected  a 
new  line  from  Spalato  to  the  Bosnian- Dalmatian  frontier  near 
Arzano.  This  line,  when  completed,  will  connect  with  the 
Bosnian-Herzegovinian  Railway,  and  thus  open  another  access  to 
the  Adriatic,  which  is  at  present  only  served  in  Dalmatia  by 
the  Serajevo-Mostar-Metcovich  line. 

A small  branch  line  is  projected  in  the  province  of  the 
Austrian  Friuli,  from  Monfaleone  to  Ronchi  and  Cervignano,  also 
connecting  the  small  port  of  Rosega — this  will  chiefly  be  of  use 
for  the  conveyance  of  agricultural  produce. 

Another  small  branch  railway  is  projected  to  connect  Gorz 
and  Aidussina,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  settled  wdien  it  will  be 
commenced. 

Agriculture. 

The  soil  of  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trieste  is 
exceedingly  poor,  and  the  entire  district  is  much  exposed  to  the 
violent  north  wind  called  the  “ Bora,^  which  prevails  to  a greater 
or  less  extent  during  the  whole  wdnter.  A small  area  of  land  is 
under  vines,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  there  are 
considerable  market  gardens. 

It  is,  however,  from  the  provinces  of  the  Austrian  Friuli, 
Istria,  and  Dalmatia,  that  the  chief  agricultural  products  are 
derived  for  the  supply  of  Trieste. 

From  statistics  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  it 
would  appear  that  the  vintage  of  1892  from  Trieste,  Istria,  and 
the  Austrian  littoral  yielded  but  a medium,  and,  in  some  cases, 
a very  small  amount  of  wine. 

The  crop  in  Dalmatia  was,  in  the  main,  a very  good  one  (by 
the  statistics),  w aile  in  the  Tyrol  it  wTas  partly  moderate  and 
partly  rich. 


Dalmatia. 
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In  certain  districts  of  Carniola  the  crop  was  unusually  small : Carniola. 
but  in  two  districts  it  was  very  good. 

General  Remarks . 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  the  first  consequences  of  Abolishment 
abolishing  the  free  port  have  been  injurious  to  the  town  of  of  the  free 
Trieste,  and  perhaps  to  the  country  at  large.  port* 

Opinions  given  upon  the  subject  are  invariably  pessimistic,  Opinions 
and  the  Government  is  already  being  loudly  called  on  to  try  and  respecting 
remedy  the  evil  by  laying  down  additional  railroads.  If  this  is  pessimistic, 
done,  great  benefit  to  travellers,  at  any  rate,  will  grow  out  of  the  f*lrways 
loss  of  the  free  port,  but  the  pessimists  are  even  then  of  the 
opinion  that  the  railways  will  not  cure  the  harm  that  has  been 
done  to  the  town  and  public  interests;  the  unbiassed  observer 
will  perhaps  draw  different  conclusions ; but  whatever  further 
may,  or  may  not,  be  done,  the  abolition  of  the  free  port  will  have  Abolition  of 
proved  a costly  experiment  to  the  Empire  before  it  begins  to  free  port  a 

pay,  if  it  ever  does  so  at  all.  experiment 

To  show  the  very  general  views  held  upon  this  subject,  gpeecll  of 
during  the  month  of  March,  1893,  the  Deputy  from  the  Chamber  Deputy  ol 
of  Commerce  of  Trieste  expatiated  in  the  Austrian  Parliament  Trieste 
upon  the  losses  suffered  by  the  town  of  Trieste  in  consequence  of  Shamber  °? 
the  closing  of  the  I ree  Port.  Austrian 

He  stated  that,  “ A great  number  of  the  warehouses  are  Parliament, 
empty,  and  have  depreciated  so  much  in  value  that  none  can  be 
sold  without  great  difficulty  and  loss.  The  bonded  warehouses 
for  general  stores  are  also  empty,  and  according  to  the  most 
recent  information  the  trade  of  Trieste  has  lately  still  further 
diminished.  This  port,  formerly  the  fifth  in  commercial  import- 
ance, has  now  fallen  to  the  twenty-fifth  ! 

u When  the  Free  Port  was  abolished  the  authorities  at  Vienna 
promised  their  assistance  in  trying  to  develop  new  trade  interests. 

Hitherto,  however,  a shoemaker  and  a retail  costume  house  have 
been  the  only  ventures.” 

(The  Deputy  ignored  the  Petroleum  Defining  Company,  &c., 
to  which  allusion  has  been  made  on  page  7.) 

“ It  is  impossible  to  make  Trieste  an  industrial  town;  it  always 
has  been  essentially  commercial,  and  since  the  opening  of  the 
Suez  Canal  would  possess  considerable  importance  as  a forward- 
ing centre,  were  there  adequate  railway  communication  with 
Germany.” 

He  regrets,  “the  decline  of  the  mercantile  navy  and  the 
burden  of  the  new  taxes,  whereby  steamers,  hitherto  taxed 
according  to  their  tonnage,  are  to  pay  henceforth  a tax  calculated 
upon  their  horse-power,  which  will  be  probably  four  times 
heavier  than  the  old  tax.  The  complaints  of  Trieste  are  echoed  hints 
on  the  Istrian  and  Dalmatian  coasts.  In  Dalmatia,  Government  echoed  in 
has  done  much  for  the  lighting  of  the  interior  towns,  but  the  ports  Dalmatia, 
remain  a desert.” 
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The  Deputy  calls  attention  to  “ the  example  of  Hungary,  which 
Government  has  done  much  to  encourage  and  protect  commerce 
for.  A railway  connection  through  the  Tauri  with  the 
Rodolph  Railway  westward  is  absolutely  necessary  for  Trieste. 
In  this  way  only  can  the  present  commercial  depression  of  the 
port  be  relieved,  and  this  opinion  finds  abundant  support  in  its 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  avowed  friends  of  Trieste  who 
advocated  the  closing  of  the  free  port,  now  say  that  the  town 
itself  should  build  this  railway,  but  it  is  a national  and  not  local 
matter,  & c.”  In  conclusion  he  begs  the  Minister  of  the  Interior 
“ to  procure  a supplementary  credit  for  the  tracing  of  the  Tauri 
Railway,  and  trusts  that  the  matter  may  receive  strong  support 
from  the  Chamber,  as  it  is  one  of  general  and  not  local  interest.” 

Within  the  last  few  months  another  blow  has  been  aimed  at 
the  trade  of  Trieste  to  the  advantage  of  that  of  Fiume,  which 
latter  port  is  day  by  day  monopolising  the  transit  trade  of  this 
part  of  the  world. 

The  Hungarian  Government  has  lately  made  an  arrangement, 
which,  while,  as  stated  above,  it  damages  Trieste  to  the  advantage  of 
Fiume,  at  the  same  time  strikes  a blow  at  British  shipping  which 
will  be  severely  felt  by  the  parties  interested. 

The  arrangement  is  as  follows  : — The  Government  has  agreed 
with  all  the  large  mill-owners  exporting  Hour  to  foreign  countries, 
that  the  Hungarian  State  Railways  shall  pay  a rebate  on  the 
railway  freight  from  the  producing  point  down  to  Fiume,  of  20  fl. 
in  gold  on  each  car  load  of  flour.  To  enjoy  the  advantage  of 
this  rebate  it  is  necessary  that  all  flour  of  the  mills  in  question 
should  be  shipped  via  Fiume  only,  and  on  board  steamers  to  be 
provided  by  the  Adria  Royal  Hungarian  Sea  Navigation 
Company.  Any  mill  infringing  either  of  these  conditions  forfeits 
the  rebate,  and  undertakes  furthermore  to  pay  a fine  of  500  fl. 

The  rebate  comes  to  something  over  4s.  per  ton,  and  it  is  easy 
to  understand  what  an  immense  advantage  this  gives  both  to  the 
port  of  Fiume  and  to  the  Adria  Steamship  Company.  Up  till 
now  the  great  bulk  of  flour  leaving  Fiume  for  foreign  countries 
has  been  carried  in  English  bottoms,  and  this  may  still  to  some 
extent  remain  the  case,  but  as  the  British  shipping  can  in  future 
only  receive  the  flour  from  the  Adria  Steamship  Company  it 
stands  to  reason  that  the  owners  are  practically  bound  to  agree  to 
any  conditions  it  may  suit  that  company  to  impose. 

As  far  as  Trieste  is  concerned  the  effect  of  the  measure  has 
been  disastrous,  and  measures  of  reprisal  are  called  for  by  mer- 
chants here,  but  there  seems  at  present  to  be  little  prospect  of 
the  Austrian  Government  taking  any  steps  in  the  matter. 

There  is  an  opening  for  mechanical  ingenuity  in  the  direction 
of  the  street  paving  of  Trieste. 

The  whole  of  this  large  town  is  paved  with  solid  blocks  of 
limestone  of  great  massiveness  and  weight.  The  blocks  are  laid 
down  close  together,  and  are  from  3 feet  to  6 feet  long  by  15 
inches  wide,  and  the  same  deep.  From  the  great  size  and  flatness 
of  these  stones  it  is  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  rough  them  by 
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hand,  in  order  to  afford  foothold  for  animals.  This  work  is  per- 
formed at  present  by  gangs  of  men  armed  with  mallet  and  chisel. 
The  process  is  exceedingly  slow,  the  labour  and  expense  consider- 
able, and  the  waste  of  stone  very  great. 

Moreover,  the  work  is  not  unattended  with  danger  to  passers 
by  from  the  sharp  chips  which  fly  in  every  direction. 

What  is  required  is  a light  portable  machine,  with  engine,  to 
travel  and  chip  the  stones  at  speed,  somewhat  perhaps  after  the 
system  of  the  stamps  used  in  ore  crushing,  but  placed  slanting. 
The  inventor  of  any  such  machine  would  probably  find  profitable 
sale  for  it. 

The  Consul  at  Trieste  having  found  a difficulty  in  satisfactorily 
placing  the  number  of  catalogues,  prospectuses,  trade  notices, 

grice  lists,  &c.,  addressed  to  Her  Majesty’s  Consulate  from 
Ingland,  in  the  hands  of  merchants,  tradesmen,  and  others  likely 
to  be  interested  in  them,  and  considering  that  they  were  seldom 
if  ever  asked  for  for  reference  whilst  in  the  Consulate,  and  that 
they  were  consequently  wasted,  has  recently  been  in  communi- 
cation with  Baron  Reinelt,  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  Trieste,  upon  the  subject,  with  the  result  that  the 
President  has  consented  to  their  being  placed  on  the  public  table 
of  that  institution,  and  he  has  further  kindly  undertaken,  with  a 
view  of  benefiting  trade,  from  time  to  time  to  draw  to  them  the 
attention  of  the  merchants  and  tradesmen  most  likely  to  make  use 
of  them,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  publications  and  branches 
of  trade  they  advertise.  The  Consul  will  accordingly  be  glad  to 
receive  any  number  of  catalogues  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  the  above  manner,  but  he  cannot  too  strongly 
advise  that  they  should  be  printed  in  the  Italian  or  German 
language,  but  preferably  in  Italian  for  Trieste. 

The  Consul  is  frequently  applied  to  by  some  of  the  shipbrokers 
in  Trieste  to  deliver  to  them  letters,  addressed  to  the  masters  of 
expected  vessels,  which  the  brokers  suspect  to  contain  the  ship’s 
manifest,  &c. 

It  appears  that  the  brokers  are  considerably  convenienced  at 
the  custom-house  by  an  early  possession  of  these  documents  ; but, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  generally  impossible  for  the  Consul  to 
deliver  up  to  unauthorised  persons  what  may  be,  for  all  he  knows, 
the  master’s  private  correspondence  (and  it  is  clearly  against  his 
instructions  to  do  so) ; but  if  he  does,  it  is  equally  irregular  for 
the  brokers  to  open  such  letters  without  ike  master’s  authority. 

Further,  these  letters,  with  the  manifests,  may,  and  it  is 
believed  often  do,  contain  in  addition  documents  it  would  be 
against  the  owner’s  interests  that  the  shipbrokers  should  see 
at  all. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when  letters  addressed  to  the 
master  of  an  expected  vessel  are  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Consul  in 
Trieste  containing  the  manifest,  &c.,  and  it  is  desired  that  those 
letters  should  be  delivered  to  the  shipbroker  if  the  vessel  has  not 
arrived,  it  is  advisable  that  the  letters  should  be  sent  under  cover 
to  the  Consul,  with  a request  that  he  will  so  deliver  them,  upon 
application  for  them  being  made;  but  the  name  of  the  ship- 
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[Name  of  ship-  broker  to  be  employed  by  that  ship  should  be  specified  to  the 
broker  to  be  Consul,  or  the  broker  would  otherwise  have  even  then  to  show 
specified.  some  authority  to  receive  the  letters  before  they  could  be  delivered 
to  him. 


Better  still  to 
send  direct  to 
shipbroker. 


A better  plan  still  would  be  to  send  the  manifest,  &c.,  direct 
to  the  broker,  and  not  to  the  Consulate  at  all ; but,  of  course, 
this  cannot  always  be  done,  as  the  broker’s  name  may  not  be 


known  to  the  sender  of  the  letters. 

Tradesmen’s  Merchants  and  tradesmen  writing  to  the  Consul  for  information 
letters.  should  address  their  correspondence  to  “ The  British  Consul/’  and 

Letters  should  not  to  the  Consul  by  name.  In  the  former  case  the  letters  will 
be  addressed  be  opened  and  attended  to  by  whatever  Consular  officer  may  be 
in  charge ; in  the  latter  the  letters  have  frequently  to  be  forwarded 
on  to  gentlemen  who  have  perhaps  been  transferred  to  other  Con- 
sulates, or  who  may  have  left  the  Consular  service. 


to  “ The 

British 

Consul.” 


Lissa  (Dalmatia). 

Mr.  Consular  Agent  Serafino  Topich  reports  as  follows : — 


Sailing 

vessels. 
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Shipping  and  Navigation, 

On  the  Dalmatian  coast  the  mercantile  marine  (sailing  ships) 
has  of  late  years  continually  fallen,  and  if  the  Government  does 
not  help  with  subsidies  it  will  totally  disappear,  whilst  on  the 
whole  of  the  Dalmatian  coast,  trade  by  steamships  is  continually 
increasing. 

Many  Austrian  steamship  companies  have  established  direct 
lines  between  Trieste  and  Fiume,  and  down  the  whole  coast  of 
Dalmatia  to  Cattaro,  also  to  Albania  and  Corfu,  and  to  Bari,  and 
to  other  ports  of  South  Italy.  Therefore,  as  nearly  every  small 
village  situated  on  the  coast  is  daily  in  direct  communication  with 
the  centres,  the  natural  and  immediate  consequence  is  that  trade 
is  continually  increasing,  and  the  products  of  the  soil  (amongst 
which  first  of  all  is  wine)  are  exported  to  the  great  profit  of  tlhe 
province. 

The  steamship  companies  employed  in  this  trade  are — the 
Austrian  Lloyds’  Steamship  Company,  the  Hungarian  Croat  Com- 
pany at  Fiume,  the  Steamship  Company  of  the  u Societa  di 
Navigazione  a Vapore  Ragusea”  (with  6 vessels),  the  Steamship 
Company  “ Navigazione  Fratelli  Rismondo,”  of  Macarsca  (with 
5 vessels),  the  Steamship  Company  u Serafino  Topich  and  Co. 
Line,”  of  Lissa  (with  5 ships),  and  several  vessels  of  other  small 
steamship  companies  which  are  running  between  the  continent 
and  Dalmatian  Islands. 

Population  and  Industries, 

The  population  of  Dalmatia  in  1890  amounted  to  502,000, 
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which  regularly  increases,  although  emigration  during  the  last  few 
years  has  been  considerable. 

The  public  health  has  been  during  1892  perfect  in  the  whole  Public  health, 
of  Dalmatia;  this  can  be  also  said  of  former  years,  as  no 
epidemic  has  ever  occurred. 

At  Spalato  there  is  a cement,  and  at  Ragusa  a brick  manufac- 
tory. 

At  Sebenico  and  Spalato  there  are  spirit  and  liqueur  manu- 
factories, but  for  the  liqueur  called  “ Maraschino  di  Zara  ’ 

(Rosolio),  Zara  is  the  chief  place  of  manufacture. 

Some  good  houses  have  introduced  this  article  into  the  Maraschino, 
markets  of  the  world,  and  the  liqueur  best  known  (from 
Dalmatia)  is  “ Maraschino.” 

In  1892  the  firm  of  Warhanek  erected  at  Comisa  (a  small  Sardine, 
place  in  the  island  of  Lissa)  a sardine  manufactory,  and  since 
then  two  other  similar  establishments  have  been  started.  The 
French  “Societa  di  Conserve  Alimentari  ” has  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  Anglo- Austrian  Bank  (Trieste  branch),  and  the 
firm  Degrassi,  of  Isola  (Istria),  has  now  also  a sardine  manufac- 
tory at  Comisa. 

The  salted  sardine  manufactory  at  Lissa,  belonging  to  the 
firm  of  Antonio  Topich  is  flourishing,  as  well  as  the  new  one 
started  by  the  firm  of  Fratelli  Mardessich. 

The  sardine  fishery  on  the  island  of  Lissa  was,  in  1892, 


25,000  barrels,  and  from  the  rest  of  Dalmatia  another  10,000 
barrels. 

The  prices  were,  for  those  of  Lissa,  from  12  to  13  Austrian 
florins  for  every  barrel  of  56  kilos.  For  those  of  the  other  ports 
somewhat  less. 

There  are  two  coal  mines  on  the  Dalmatian  coast — that  of  Mines,  coal. 
Siveric  and  that  of  Scardona.  They  are  now  very  productive, 
the  quality  is  not  bad,  and  much  of  their  coal  is  consumed  in  Dalmatian 
Dalmatia  for  the  use  of  steamships.  It  is  now  also  exported  to  coal  novf 
Italy  for  manufactories,  &c.  exported' 


Public  Works . 

The  province  of  Dalmatia  is  very  poor  in  railways.  There  is  Railways, 
only  the  line,  “ Spalato-Dernis-Knin,”  and  the  line  “ Percovic-  Spalato- 
Sebenico,”  which,  for  economical  and  political  reasons,  have  never  pgJcovjc^nin 
been  extended  so  as  to  join  Dalmatia  with  Croatia;  therefore,  Sebenico. 
besides  being  run  at  a loss,  they  are  of  no  use  to  commerce. 

During  1892  the  line,  “ Metcovich-Mostar,”  has  been  extended  Metcovich- 
to  Serajevo,  and  consequently  joined  to  the  Bosnia  Railway  Mostar. 
system ; consequently,  Metcovich  (which  is  the  natural  port  for 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina)  is  becoming  daily  more  important  for 
import  and  export  trade. 

The  Marine  Board  at  Trieste,  although  it  has  had  but  small  Buoys,  light- 
means  at  its  disposal  during  the  last  10  years,  has  done  a great  houses,  &c. 
deal  to  the  advantage  of  the  province  of  Dalmatia.  The  ports 
which  Dalmatia  is  so  rich  in  are  fairly  well  buoyed  and  lighted, 
and  are  accessible  even  to  the  largest  vessels. 
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A gricultarj. 

The  mountain  range  of  Dalmatia  is  rich  in  plains  and  very 
fertile  fields,  but  does  not  produce  as  much  as  it  should  do. 
This  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  lazy  and  indolent  nature  of  the 
peasantry,  who  do  not  like  too  hard  work,  and,  therefore,  cultivate 
only  Indian  corn,  hay,  and  other  products  of  small  value,  which 
leaves  them  always  poor.  For  some  years,  therefore,  the  Govern- 
ment has  granted  permission  to  grow  tobacco;  this  is  now  being 
cultivated  on  a large  scale,  giving  good  results,  the  quality  being  no 
doubt  the  best  in  the  Empire. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Zara  and  Spalato  vine  growing  is 
increasing  more  and  more.  On  the  littoral  and  in  the  islands  the 
vine  and  the  olive  are  cultivated  nearly  exclusively.  The  popu- 
lation of  these  districts  is  very  industrious,  and  liking  work,  is 
engaged  in  fishing  and  agriculture  at  the  same  time,  and  it  gives 
to  the  State  numbers  of  strong  and  good  seamen. 

Of  the  large  trade  in  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  she-goats 
which  exists  between  Dalmatia,  Trieste,  and  Italy,  only  one-third 
may  be  calculated  as  coming  from  Dalmatia,  whilst  two-thirds 
comes  from  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  which  are  the  great  breed- 
ing places,  the  beasts  only  passing  through  Dalmatia  to  the  ports 
for  shipment. 


General  Remarks . 

On  account  of  disease  (peronospera),  drought,  and  storms,  the 
wine  produced  during  1892  amounted  only  to  about  1,200,000 
hectolitres,  whilst  during  1891  it  was  about  1,600,000  hectolitres. 

Besides  fine  qualities,  there  are  black,  used  for  mixing  wines, 
and  black  ordinary  table  wine. 

Of  the  wines  for  mixing,  the  best  is  that  from  Spalato  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

For  ordinary  table  wine  the  best  is  that  of  Lissa. 

On  August  27,  1892,  the  new  treaty  with  Italy  came  into 
force,  which  reduces  the  duty  to  only  3 fl.  20  kr.  in  gold  for 
every  Brutto  quintal,  which  facilitates  the  importation  of  Italian 
wine  into  Austria.  This  has  caused  remonstrances  but  in  vain, 
and  the  concession  to  Italy  (to  the  sole  advantage  of  Hungary) 
has  done  great  damage,  especially  to  Dalmatia,  by  causing  a 
depreciation  of  its  principal  product,  which  is  wine. 

The  output  of  olive  oil  also  was  scanty  during  1892. 

The  same  can  be  said  of  the  chrysanthemum  (Dalmatian 
insect  powder  plant),  the  cultivation  of  which  is  daily  decreeing 
on  account  of  less  demand,  as  naphthaline  and  other  substitutes, 
which  are  cheaper,  are  competing  with  the  chrysanthemum. 

The  crop  of  fruit  and  rosemary  (for  essence)  was  also  small 
during  1892. 

In  untanned  hides  the  trade  during  ] 892  was  very  large  from 
Dalmatia. 
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Shipping  and  Commercial  Statistics. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Trieste  during  the  Year 
1892,  compared  with  1891. 


1891. 

1892. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

V essels. 

Tons. 

Entered. . 

7,835 

1,474,865 

7,706* 

1,472,214 

* Of  which  3,886  sailing ; 3,820  steamers. 


So  that  during  1892  there  was  a diminution  of  129  vessels,  with 
2,651  tons. 


1891. 

1892. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Cleared  

7,785 

1,478,180 

7,637* 

1,463,127 

* Of  which  3,833  sailing;  3,804  steamers. 


There  was  a diminution,  therefore,  in  1892  of  148  vessels, 
with  15,053  tons. 


Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and 
British  Colonies  during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered.  . 

• 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

1891 

147 

178,275 

4,259 

1892  

158 

173,036 

4,226 

Cleared. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

1891 

92 

111,576 

2,654 

1892 

97 

1 10,b89 

2,595 

1 

(1623) 
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Indirect  or  Carrying  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to 
other  Countries  during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

1891 

57 

73,088 

1,658 

1892 

28 

36,149 

754 

Cleared. 


Year. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Crew. 

1891 

114 

144,272 

3,289 

1892 

75 

96,066 

1,952 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  during'  the  Years 

1891-92. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

1S92. 

Textile  . . . . . . . . j 

£ 

4,239.909 

2,882,425 

£ 

4,250,080 

Coffee  

3,854,638 

Tea  . . . . . . . . . . | 

165,798 

217,502 

Cotton,  raw  . . . . . . j 

2,163,104 

2,257,107 

Fruits,  oranges,  &c.  . . . . j 

Wood  and  timber  ..  ..  .'. 

1,171,176 

1,322,440 

1,125,975 

1,190,579 

Sugar,  raw  and  refined  . . . . ! 

Tobacco 

857,389 

1,185,709 

1,069,858 

1,150,119 

Wine  ..  ..  .. 

808,435 

1,119,742 

Hats,  felt  and  silk 

811,568 

800,746 

Hides  

808,435 

790,421 

Arms 

49,166 

129,902 

Iron  and  iron  goods 

457,892 

471,070 

Hardware 

262,270 

246,615 

148,691 

Machines  and  parts  of  machinery 

192,537 

Flour  and  meal 

432,017 

438,788 

Coal  and  coke 

114,424 

121,415 

Indigo 

315,704 

80,580 

364,914 

Silk 

332,025 

Cotton  seed  oil 

270,943 

311,903 

Olive  oil 

326,776 

293,197 

Grain 

447,324 

286,004 

Sponges 

208,080 

261,453 

Cattle  (oxen) 

247,413 

256,399 

Spirits,  &c. . . 

313,014 

226,036 

Note. — 1 1.  in  this  and  all  the  subsequent  tables  has  been  calculated  at 
12  Austrian  fl. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  during  the  Years 

1891-92. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

1892. 

Textile 

£ 

4,012,664 

£ 

3,618,165 

Coffee 

3,257,958 

3,299,507 

Tea 

156,192 

214,105 

Cotton,  raw 

2,132,012 

2,263,048 

Fruits,  oranges,  &c. 

1,169,596 

1,290,136 

Wood  and  timber  . . 

1,156,929 

1,061,082 

Sugar,  raw  and  refined 

1,049,627 

1,145,336 

Tobacco 

816,312 

866,962 

Wine  . . . . . . . . 

751, 08L 

811,800 

Hides 

764,926 

807,183 

Arms 

69,164 

136,298 

Iron  and  iron  goods 

296,735 

248,180 

Hardware  . . 

292,931 

288,670 

Machines  and  parts  of  machinery 

76,441 

114,365 

Flour  and  meal  . . . . 

496,905 

430,660 

Indigo 

303,558 

363,933 

122,850 

Cotton  seed  oil 

129,044 

Sponges 

193,091 

176,757 

Spirits  . . . . . . 

328,908 

278,42.1 

491,988 

Olive  oil 

510,230 

370,934 

Yalonea 

399,017 

Wooden  goods 

188,261 

217,492 

Beer. . 

156,239 

149,840 

Rice.. 

139,382 

147,301 

Mineral  oil . . 

235,335 

205,190 

Drugs 

242,632 

69,709 

177,792 

Musical  instruments 

60,999 

Chocolate  . . 

8,626 

Glass  and  mirrors  , . 

149,041 

156,561 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Commercial  Movements  of  Trieste  by  Sea  according  to 
• Nationalities  during  the  Years  1891-92. 

Imports. 


\/ 


/ 


Yalue. 

. Nationality. 

| 

1891. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

‘Austro-Hungarian, . 

8,490,130 

9,585,780 

British 

2,498,926 

2,095,518 

Danish 

''-““~*'-Dutch 

, , 

■ — — SFrench 

2,034 

347,008 

•——^■'‘German 

613,279 

518,368 

Greek 

363,694 

341,473 

'"■'‘■'Italian  t-.  . . 

1,618,911 

2,435,829 

Montenegrin 

1,927 

2,240 

Portuguese  . . 

. . 

“’’■'’"■"’■^-Russian 

124,570 

158,010 

Samian 

, . 

932 

Spanish  * . . , 

. . 

Swedish-Norwegian 

155,116 

157,454 

Turkish 

29,384 

20,308 

Exports. 


Nationality. 

Yalue. 

1891. 

1892. 

’’""v  Austro- Hungarian 

£ 

[ 10,236,198 

£ 

10,133,182 

’"‘"'British 

817,510 

637,177 

Danish  . . . . 

4,223 

Dutch  

3,606 

*-  French  — r.  — _ 

913 

41,706 

German 

88,731 

60,238 

Greek  . . 

400,427 

429,487 

^ Italian 

1,828,457 

1,691,505 

Montenegrin 

6,689 

4,804 

Portuguese  . . 
Russian 

. . 

5,806 

1,281 

Samian 

1,678 

Spanish 

Swedish-Norwegian 

80.760 

53,432 

Turkish 

28,000 

22,946 

TRIESTE. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  General  Imports  during 
the  Years  1891-92. 


Year. 

Value. 

By  Sea. 

By  Land. 

Total. 

In  1891.. 
1892.. 

.. 

£ 

13,897,973 

15,662,897 

£ 

13,172,599 

13,804,749 

£ 

27,070,572 

29,467,646 

Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  General  Exports  during 
the  Years  1891-92. 


Year. 

Value. 

By  Sea. 

By  Land. 

Total. 

In  1891  

1892.. 

£ 

13,495,168 

13,083,589 

£ 

11,393,134 

12,036,027 

£ 

24,888,302 

25,119,616 

LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 
(1250  9 | 93— H & S 1623) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1893. 

ANNUAL  SERIES. 


N°-  1293. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


T IT  N I S. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1892 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OF  TUNIS  (WITH  PLAN  OF  PORT). 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1109. 


Presented  to  both  Rouses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty , 
SEPTEMBER , 1893. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 
BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  & SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZ1ES  & Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 
HODGES.  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  G855 — 180-J 


1893. 

Price  Four  pence. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following-  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

1171.  Guayaquil 

Price. 
..  Id. 

No. 

1232.  Odessa. . 

Price. 

1172.  Riga  ..  4. 

2d. 

1233.  Chicago 

• 0 

3d. 

1173.  Trebizond 

. . 

Id. 

1234.  Taganrog 

, , 

2gd. 

1174.  Havre.. 

2 Id. 

1235.  Ningpo 

Id. 

1175.  Saigon. . 

, , 

id. 

1236.  Mannheim 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1176.  Baltimore  .. 

ltd. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1177.  Brest  . - .. 

Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

# # 

Id. 

1178.  Buenos  Ayres. . 

. , 

# , 

id. 

1239.  Madrid 

# ' 

Id. 

1179.  Adrianople 

* , 

|d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

2d. 

1180.  Algiers  .. 

, # 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort 

3d. 

1181.  Boston 

« « 

Id. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

# m 

# # 

Id. 

1182.  Marseilles 

# # 

lid. 

1243.  Palermo 

# # 

3 id. 

1183.  Warsaw 

, m 

Id. 

1244.  Naples 

« • 

Id. 

1184.  Piraeus 

w. 

1245.  Guatemala 

• • 

# # 

Id. 

1185.  Callao.. 

• « 

, . 

Id. 

1246.  Madrid 

# ; 

Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem 

id. 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . 

2d. 

1187.  Chefoo 

lid. 

1248.  Brindisi 

• * 

2fd. 

1188.  Munich 

, , 

2d. 

1249.  Fiume. . 

2d. 

1189.  Resht.. 

Id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

. . 

2|d. 

1190.  Bar  avia 

* % 

lid. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

, , 

, . 

5^d. 

1191.  Batoum 

, # 

lid. 

1252.  Bushire 

# m 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan  ,. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy  .. 

Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

. 4 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

4d. 

1255.  Yokohama 

l|d. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d. 

1256.  Stockholm 

# m 

l|d. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 151d. 

1257.  Lisbon 

, # 

l|d. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

, # 

, # 

Id. 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1198.  Nice  .. 

1259.  Port  Said 

# 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  . . 

, , 

lid. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2 id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

, ♦ 

# # 

Id. 

1261.  Damascus 

. . 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

4 id. 

1262.  Samoa 

# t 

|d. 

1202.  Swatow 

Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

. . 

2|d. 

1203.  Charleston 

2|d. 

1264.  Jeddah 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  .. 

Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans .. 

2|d. 

1266.  Shanghai 

. , 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

• • 

# # 

lid. 

1267.  Bangkok 

. 4 

l|d. 

1207.  Caracas 

, # 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

l|d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast  .. 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti . . . . 

, # 

, # 

2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum 

## 

Id. 

1211.  Icliang 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

5d. 

1212.  Wenchow 

id. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  .. 

id. 

1213.  Havana 

2d. 

1274.  New  York 

3d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

.. 

Id. 

1275  St.  Petersburg 

7|d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar  .. 

. . 

# , 

id. 

1276.  Alexandria  . ■ 

l|d. 

1216.  Foochow 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio  . . 

2|d. 

1217.  Wuhu.. 

Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3|d. 

1218.  VeraCruz 

. . 

, , 

lid. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

. , 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin.. 

2 jd. 

1220.  Antwerp 

.. 

, . 

Id. 

1281.  Salvador 

Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

. . 

# , 

2id. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin. . 

lid. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

8. id. 

1223.  Rome 

.. 

Id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

. , 

6 id. 

1285.  Washington  . . 

4 id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

1286.  Warsaw 

|d. 

1226.  Madeira 

. # 

. . 

5id. 

1287.  Pekin.. 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang 

. a 

Id. 

1289.  Manila 

2|d. 

1229.  Newchwang  .. 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1290.  Bahia.. 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking 

. . 

, # 

lid. 

1291.  Munich 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

.. 

•• 

Id. 

1292.  Trieste 

• • 

. . 

lid. 
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Consul-General  Drummond-Hay  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Tunis , August  29,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Trade  of  Tunis  for  the  year  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  R.  DRUMMOND-HAY. 
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Trade  and  Commerce . 

The  year  1892  was  remarkable  for  a general  depression  in  the  General 
Tunisian  trade.  This  was  attributable  in  a large  measure  to  the  review  of 
partial  failure  of  the  grain  and  olive  crops  in  the  principal trade  in  1892, 
agricultural  districts  of  the  regency,  and,  as  was  predicted  in  my 
reports  for  1890  and  1891,  to  an  exaggerated  competition  in 
British  cotton  goods,  which  led  to  a grave  crisis,  inflicting  heavy 
losses  upon  many  leading  houses. 
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TUNIS. 


The  value  of  the  imports  in  1892  amounted  to  1,572,905 l.r 
compared  with  the  previous  year  shows  a decrease  of  15,224/. 
The  returns  of  exports  fell  from  1,825,789 /.  to  1,488,100/. 

The  trade  chiefly  affected  by  the  diminution  in  the  imports 
was  that  with  Great  Britain,  but  there  was  a general  falling-off  in 
the  export  trade  with  all  countries. 

It  is  necessary  to  point  out,  as  I have  already  done  on  previous 
occasions,  that  a large  quantity  of  German,  Swiss,  and  Austrian, 
Austrian,  and  including  a portion  of  British  goods,  are  shipped  in  transit  from 
Jo^ds  ckssed*  ^rance  an(^  Italy  *n  the  vessels  of  these  countries,  and  classed  on 
as  imports  arrival  in  Tunis  as  French  or  Italian  goods. 

from  France  The  figures  in  the  statistics  representing  the  trade  with  such 
or  Italy.  countries  would  therefore,  on  the  deduction  of  the  value  of  transit 
goods,  be  considerably  diminished. 


Imports  and 
exports. 


German, 

Swiss, 


Alterations  in  Statistics. 

Alterations  in  Owing  to  alterations  made  by  the  Tunisian  Government  in 
the  statistics  the  publication  of  the  statistics  of  trade  for  1892,  several  articles 
of  1892.  have  appeared  in  the  annexed  returns  of  imports  and  exports 

which  were  previously  either  grouped  under  a separate  heading  or 
included  in  the  “ sundries.” 

They  have  now  been  divided  and  enumerated  separately. 
These  changes  account  for  the  blank  spaces  that  occur  in  the 
corresponding  lists  of  several  articles  for  the  year  1891. 


Imports. 


Alcohol. 


Barley. 


Building 

materials. 


Coals. 


The  article  alcohol,  valued  at  28,826/.,  was  included  in  the 
returns  for  1891  under  the  heading  of  wines  and  spirits,  77,155/. 

The  countries  chiefly  interested  in  this  trade  are  Austria  and 
France,  but  especially  the  former. 

In  consequence  of  the  drought  in  the  southern  districts  of  the 
regency,  a quantity  of  barley  was  imported,  valued  at  14,113/.,  of 
which  9,602/.  came  from  Eussia. 

The  development  of  the  European  quarters  of  Tunis  and 
many  other  towns  in  the  regency  increases  the  demand  for 
building  materials.  They  consist  of  bricks,  tiles,  stone,  lime, 
cement,  and  plaster,  valued  at  31,970/.  With  the  exception  of 
cut  stone  from  Malta  and  Italy,  and  of  Neapolitan  tiles,  these 
articles  are  imported  from  France. 

The  amount  of  British  coal  imported  direct  from  England  is 
valued  at  about  13,564/.,  representing  more  than  half  the  total 
importation,  although  a decrease  of  over  4,000/.  on  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  importation  of  French  coal  has,  on  the  other  hand,, 
increased,  the  returns  for  1893  having  more  than  doubled. 

A considerable  quantity  of  British  coal  is  also  shipped  to  Tuni& 
in  French  vessels  from  the  depots  at  Algiers. 


TUNIS. 


In  the  returns  for  1891  coffee  was  not  specified  separately,  but  Coffee, 
was  included  in  those  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  pepper  (“denrees 
coloniales  ”).  The  bulk  of  this  article,  valued  at  30,465/.,  is 
imported  from  France  and  Italy. 

The  returns  show  a marked  falling-off  in  the  value  of  the  Cotton  tissues, 
cotton  tissue  imports  from  336.984/,  in  1891  to  193,158/.  in  1892.  Remarkable 
The  British  share  in  the  trade  was  represented  by  about  261,751/.  falling-off  in 
in  the  former  and  148,697/.  in  the  latter  year. 

This  remarkable  diminution  amounting  to  about  113,054/.  in  Grave  crisis, 
a branch  of  commerce  where  over  two-thirds  is  monopolised  by 
British  wares,  was  brought  about  by  a crisis  without  parallel  in 
the  records  of  Tunisian  commerce. 

The  merchants  in  Tunis  engaged  in  the  trade  have  suffered  Numerous 
severely  from  the  blow,  and  failures  have  been  numerous.  failures  in 

The  losses  thus  occasioned  to  British  houses  are  the  ^ums- 
consequences  of  overtrading  and  of  granting  unreasonable  credits  0f  over. 
to  Tunisian  firms.  trading  and 

The  crisis  which  has  been  threatening  the  cotton-tissue  trade  grnj^g°nable 
for  the  past  3 years,  and  of  which  notice  had  been  given  in  my  Cris-s  was 
reports,  was  precipitated  by  the  failure  of  an  Italian  banking  threatening 
firm.  for  several 

This  had  the  effect  of  closing  all  discounting  departments  of  Jiosin^  of 
public  and  private  banking  establishments,  upon  whom  most  of  discounting 
the  houses  were  dependent  in  their  transactions.  banks. 

The  number  of  solid  houses  in  Tunis  have  thus  been  reduced  Number  of 

to  a very  small  figure,  and  British  firms  are  now  compelled  to  solld.  !10uie,3 
avoid  accounts  current,  which  were  formerly  granted  with  some  reduced, 
facility  to  Tunisian  merchants. 

If  firms  interested  in  this  branch  of  business  will  now  profit  British  firms 
by  experience,  and  employ  more  cautious  measures  in  their  should  be 
commercial  dealings,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  crisis  should  not  ^0^eiCraUtl0US 
be  overcome,  and  the  trade  regain  the  predominant  position  it  dealings, 
has  always  held  in  this  country. 

The  articles  china  and  pottery  come  under  the  head  of  China  and 
sundries  in  the  returns  of  1891,  valued  at  7,144/.  Thejr  are  pottery, 
chiefly  of  French  and  Italian  manufacture. 

Dried  fruits,  valued  at  12,001/.  against  10,317/.  in  1891,  were  Fruit, 
imported  in  large  quantities  from  France  and  Italy,  consisting 
especially  of  articles  for  table  use. 

Glassware  imports  are  valued  at  12,122/.  They  comprise  Glassware, 
goods  of  French,  Italian,  Belgian,  and  Austrian  manufacture. 

In  the  returns  of  1892  tanned  hides  and  skins  are  quoted  Hides  and 
separately  from  leather  goods.  skins  an<l 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary,  in  comparing  the  returns,  to  add  leatIier 
their  respective  values,  in  order  to  acquire  a fair  estimate. 

The  importation  of  tanned  hides  and  skins  is  valued  at 
43,328/.,  and  of  leather  goods  at  10,833/.,  making  a total  of 
54,161/.  against  57,616/.  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  countries  chiefly  interested  in  this  trade  arc  Egypt,  Italy, 
and  France, 
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Iron  and  steel 
bars, 

including 

rails. 


Linen  and 

hemp 

textures. 


Machinery. 


Marble. 


Potatoes. 


Metal  goods. 


Opening  for 
British  trade 
in  metal 
goods. 

Oils,  mineral. 
Large 

consignments 
of  Russian  oil. 


Flour,  wheat, 
and  semolina. 


Silk  tissues. 


Sugar. 


Iron  and  steel  bars,  including  rails,  to  the  value  of  17,6 15 /.,. 
were  imported  from  Belgium,  France,  and  other  countries. 

The  bulk  of  these  imports  were  shipped  from  Antwerp  by  the 
Danish  steamers  which  touch  at  that  port. 

These  articles  were  classed  in  my  previous  report  under  the 
heading  of  iron  and  other  metals. 

Linen,  hemp,  and  jute  fabrics  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
14,124/.  in  1892  against  10,012/.  in  the  preceding  year. 

About  two-thirds  of  these  goods  were  shipped  from  Marseilles, 
and  the  remainder  from  Italy,  Malta,  and  Belgium. 

The  decrease  in  the  machinery  returns  from  21,932 /.  in  1891 
to  17,735/.,  may  be  attributed  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
agriculture  in  many  parts  of  the  country  during  1892. 

Marble,  which  has  not  figured  hitherto  separately  in  the 
returns,  is  imported  almost  entirely  from  Italy,  and  consists  of 
rough,  worked,  and  sculptured  qualities. 

Potatoes  were  imported  in  considerable  quantities  by  farmers  ; 
the  soil  in  some  parts  of  the  country  being  well  adapted  to 
their  cultivation. 

Metal  goods,  valued  at  140,900/.,  include  jewellery,  gold  and 
silver  coins,  watches,  ironmongery,  cutlery,  and  other  goods  in 
iron,  steel,  copper,  zinc,  lead,  tin,  &c. 

Although  French  imports  figure  higher  than  those  of  other 
countries  in  these  articles,  considerable  quantities  of  British  goods 
are  imported  from  Malta,  such  as  cutlery,  ironmongery,  copper, 
zinc,  and  tin  goods. 

The  trade  in  such  articles  with  Great  Britain  should  now 
gradually  develop  itself  with  the  advantages  offered  of  direct 
steamship  communication  between  the  two  countries.  (See 
shipping  and  navigation.) 

The  importation  of  mineral  oils  to  the  value  of  13,551/.,  an 
increase  of  4,929/.  on  the  returns  of  1891,  was  mainly  due  to 
large  consignments  of  Russian  oil,  representing  more  than  half 
the  value  of  the  trade,  notwithstanding  that  a belief  was  prevalent 
last  year  that  American  oils  were  regaining  their  supremacy  in 
the  Tunis  market. 

The  articles  flour,  wheat,  and  semolina,  valued  respectively  at 
50,956/.,  12,005/.,  and  133,412/.,  show  an  increase  on  the  returns 
of  the  previous  year. 

This  was  mainly  due  to  the  demand  in  the  Tunisian  market 
consequent  upon  the  exportation  of  large  quantities  of  home 
produce,  after  an  unsuccessful  harvest. 

Silk  tissues  of  French,  Egyptian,  Tripolitan,  and  Algerian 
manufacture  are  valued  at  18,27 2/.,  of  which  10,000/.  represents 
the  trade  in  French  silks. 

The  sugar  trade,  valued  at  77,361/.,  is  chiefly  in  Austrian  and 
French  productions.  Raw  sugar  was  imported  from  the  latter 
county  to  the  value  of  12,420/.,  and  refined  sugar  in  the  following 
order : — 


To  face  page  0. 
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From — 

Value. 

£ 

France 

33,897 

A u stria 

# # 

# # 

# # 

, # 

23,444 

Malta 

4,548 

The  remainder  being  divided  between  Belgium,  Italy,  and  other 
countries. 

The  importation  of  wooden  goods  for  building  purposes  from 
Sweden,  Norway,  Austria,  France,  and  Italy,  amounts  to 
47,902/.,  a slight  decrease  on  the  returns  of  the  preceding  year. 

Swedish  and  Norwegian  firms  are  represented  both  at  Tunis 
and  Sfax,  and  have  succeeded  in  opening  up  a trade  with  fair 
prospects  in  direct  shipments  to  Tunis. 

Wine  was  included  in  the  statistics  for  1891  under  the  head- 
ing of  wines  and  spirits. 

The  bulk  of  ordinary  red  wines  is  imported  from  Sardinia 
and  Sicily,  and  the  remainder  from  France  and  Algeria,  besides 
a certain  quantity  of  full-bodied  Spanish  wines  for  the  use  of 
distilleries. 

This  branch  of  trade  is,  however,  annually  on  the  decrease, 
and  will  in  due  course  have  to  cede  to  native  productions. 

There  was  a falling  off  in  the  returns  of  woollen  fabrics  from 
47,282/.  to  44,010/. 

This  article  is  imported  from  France,  Italy,  Austria,  and  from 
Great  Britain.  Goods  from  the  latter  country  reach  Tunis  in 
transit  either  over  Marseilles  or  Malta. 

A quantity  of  woollen  materials  of  North  African  manufac- 
ture are  imported  also  from  Algeria,  Tripoli,  &c. 

The  yarn  trade  valued  at  20,904/.  is  in  British,  French,  and 
Italian  manufactures.  Hemp  and  jute  yarns  are  chiefly  imported 
from  Italy.  Cotton  yarns  from  Great  Britain.  Cord  and  twine 
from  France,  Italy,  and  Malta. 


Timber  for 

building 

purposes. 


Wine. 


Woollen 

fabrics. 

British  and 
other  woollen 
goods  shipped 
in  transit  over 
Marseilles. 

Yarn. 


Exports. 

The  quantity  of  barley  exported  during  1892  amounted  to  Barley. 
169,886  quarters,  valued  at  176,318/.  Compared  with  the  ex- 
portation of  the  preceding  year  the  returns  show  a decrease  in 
value  of  232,374 /.  This  was  attributable  to  an  exceptionally 
poor  harvest  in  the  grain  districts. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  new  Customs  law  in  France  Increase  in 
favouring  Tunisian  products  the  barley  trade  with  that  country  exportation  of 
has  increased  considerably,  and  it  is  now  in  a position  to  compete 
with  the  Russian  and  Turkish  productions  which  are  subject  to  a 
duty  of  3 fr.  per  100  kilos,  at  French  ports. 

There  was  a marked  diminution  in  the  export  to  Great 
Britain  compared  with  previous  years. 
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Butter. 

Cattle. 


Cork  and  tan. 
Development 
of  the  cork 
and  tan 
trades. 


Dates. 


Esparto  grass. 


Slight 


increase  in 
the  esparto 
trade  with 
Great  Britain. 
Onerous 
export  duty. 
Fish. 


Hides  and 
«kins. 


Horses  and 
mules. 


Fresh  and  salt  butter  is  exported  to  France  and  Algeria. 

The  returns  for  1892  value  the  exportation  at  1,416/.,  against 
1.760/.  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  exportation  of  cattle,  valued  at  26,445/.  in  the  returns  of 
1891,  was  reduced  to  14,959/. 

The  trade  has  been  on  the  decrease  for  several  years  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  cattle  in  the  market. 

The  demand  in  Algeria  and  Malta  has  not  lessened. 

The  trade  in  sheep  and  goats  with  Algeria  amounted  to 
7,000/.,  against  12,000/.  in  1891. 

The  cork  and  tan  export  trades  have  prospects  of  great 
development  now  that  the  forests  are  under  the  management  of 
the  Government  of  the  Protectorate. 

The  exportation  of  cork,  which  was  almost  nil  in  1891,  is 
quoted  at  4,877/.,  and  that  of  tan  has  increased  from  69,100/.  to 
99,964/.  in  1892. 

A quantity  of  tan  extracted  from  the  forests  bordering  Algeria 
crosses  the  frontiers  to  that  country,  and  the  rest  is  chiefly  ex- 
ported to  Italy  in  Italian  craft  engaged  in  the  sardine  fisheries  off 
Tabarca. 

The  diminution  in  the  value  of  the  date  export  trade  from 
16,383/.  in  1891  to  12,923 /.  in  1892,  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
demand  for  home  consumption  consequent  upon  the  failure  of 
the  grain  crops. 

The  esparto  grass  trade  continues  to  be  monopolised  by 
Great  Britain.  The  returns  for  1892  amounting  to  76,820/.  show 
an  increase  of  12,911/.  on  the  exports  of  the  previous  year. 

A comparison  of  the  exportation  to  Great  Britain  for  the 
same  period  shows  72,416/.  in  1892,  against  60,825/.  in  1891. 

This  trade  would  develop  largely  and  regain  its  former 
standing  if  it  were  not  for  a heavy  export  duty  of  10s.  2d.  per 
ton,  which  is  persistently  maintained  by  the  Government. 

In  the  return  for  1891  the  articles  salted  fish  and  tunny  were 
grouped  under  one  heading  and  valued  at  27,063 /.  They  are  now 
quoted  separately  and  valued  respectively,  salt  fish,  22,585/.; 
tunny,  9,312/.,  making  a total  of  31,897/.,  and  an  increase  of 
4,834/.  on  the  returns  for  1891. 

Two  new  tunny  fisheries  have  been  started,  one  at  Pas  el 
Djebel,  close  to  Bizerta,  and  the  other  at  Monastir. 

The  former  is  owned  and  worked  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
Cape  Bon  fisheries,  an  Italian,  and  the  latter  has  been  taken  over 
by  a Frenchman. 

These  new  undertakings  have  not,  however,  met  with  remark- 
able success  since  they  were  set  on  foot. 

Hides  and  skins  were  exported  to  the  value  of  32,247/.,  against 
30,848/.  in  the  preceding  year. 

Hides  are  shipped  chiefly  to  Italy  and  goat-skins  to  France. 
A considerable  portion  of  the  latter  article  is  re-exported  from 
Marseilles  to  America. 

A trade  in  horses  and  mules  is  carried  on  with  Algeria,  Italy, 
and  Malta,  valued  in  the  returns  at  7,828/.,  against  3,615/.  in 
1891. 
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Zinc,  the  produce  of  Tunisian  mines,  is  quoted  separately  in  zinc:  anew 
the  returns  for  the  first  time,  having  attained  a value  of  9,806/.,  article  of 
against  187/.  in  1891.  The  shipments  were  to  Belgium.  e\por . 

Olive  oil,  valued  at  316,808/.,  was  exported,  mainly  to  France,  Olive  oil. 
This  trade  has  been  developing  steadily  with  that  country  since 
the  introduction  of  the  French  customs  laws  favouring  Tunisian 
products. 

The  exportation  of  oil  to  Great  Britain,  which  had  latterly 
fallen  off,  was  considerably  revived  during  the  year,  and  its  t“ade  with 
development  should  continue  now  that  direct  steam  communication  Great  Britain, 
has  been  established  between  Liverpool  and  Tunis. 

As  predicted  in  my  report  for  1891  the  trade  in  olive  husks,  Olive  husks, 
valued  at  16,545/.,  has  more  than  doubled  since  that  year.  This 
article  is,  with  trifling  exceptions,  shipped  entirely  to  Marseilles. 

Proper  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  oranges  and  lemons  Oranges  and 
would  in  due  course  of  time  open  up  an  important  trade  in  this  lemons, 
article,  now  quoted  at  2,430/.,  against  148/.  in  the  returns  for 
1891. 

Pulse  was  mentioned  in  the  returns  for  1891  under  the  heading  Pulse, 
of  dried  vegetables,  and  was  valued  at  83,808/. 

The  exportation  for  1892  amounted  to  117,178/.,  an  increase 
of  33,870/.  on  the  previous  year. 

The  trade  in  this  article,  composed  chiefly  of  beans,  is  with 
France  and  Algeria,  and  has  nearly  trebled  in  value  since  1890. 

The  returns  of  cotton,  silk,  and  woollen  textures  show  a Tissues, 
decrease  from  42,329/.  in  1891  to  32,593 /.  These  goods  are 

exported  to  Egypt,  Tripoli,  and  Algeria. 

In  the  returns  for  1891  cotton  and  silk  tissues  were  under  one 
heading. 

The  trade  in  soap  of  Tunisian  manufacture  increases  annually.  Soap. 

The  chief  shipments  were  to  Malta,  Italy,  and  Tripoli. 

The  sponge  fisheries  of  Sfax  and  Kerkinah  are  now  conducted  Sponges: 
under  a reformed  system  of  taxation.  Judging  by  the  returns  of  g^tem^of 
1892  the  trade  appears  to  have  profited  by  the  new  Jaw.  The  taxation, 
exports  are  valued  at  38,450/.,  an  increase  of  9,338/.  on  the 
returns  of  the  previous  year.  Washed  sponges  are  chiefly 
shipped  to  France,  and  certain  qualities  to  Malta,  Austria,  and 
Italy. 

The  partial  failure  of  the  grain  crops  in  1892  accounts  for  the  Wheat, 
decrease  in  the  wheat  exports  from  635,880/.  in  1891  to  320,498/. 
in  1892. 

The  trade  in  Tunisian  wine  showed  a marked  improvement.  Wine: 

The  quantity  shipped  amounted  to  47,502  hectolitres,  against  marked 
14,760  hectolitres  in  the  preceding  year.  improvement 

The  exportation  of  1892  is  valued  at  47,918/. 

Wool  exports  continue  to  decline  annually,  having  now  fallen  w00p 
to  the  low  figure  of  7,790/.  This  trade  was  valued  in  1889  at 
44,375/. 
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Number  and 
tonnage  of 
ships  entered. 


Number  and 

tonnage 

cleared. 


French  and 
Italian 
steamship 
companies. 


Italian 

shipping. 

New  Austro- 
Hungarian 
line  of 
steamers. 

Danish  line  of 
steamers. 

Regular 

steamship 

communica- 

tion 

established 
with  Great 
Britain  by 
Knott’s 
Prince  line 
of  steamers. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

A fair  comparison  of  the  shipping  returns  of  1892  with  those 
of  1891  cannot  be  made,  as  the  latter  represents  a period  of 
15  months  (explained  in  my  report  for  that  year),  dating  from 
October,  1890,  to  December,  1891. 

The  total  number  of  ships  that  entered  the  ports  of  the 
regency  during  1892  amounted  to  9,442,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  1,893,100  tons,  and  carrying  207,160  tons  of 
merchandise  and  58,166  passengers,  of  whom  9,090  were  military 
and  931  Mecca  pilgrims. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  ships  and  merchandise  cleared  and 
passengers  embarked  from  Tunisian  ports  during  the  same  period 
were  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Ships  . , 

Number  . . 

9,376 

Tonnage 

Tons 

1,883,042 

Merchandise  . . 

• • 

177,835 

Passengers 

Number  .. 

56,617 

The  navigation  of  Tunisian  ports  is  principally  in  the  hands  of 
two  French  and  Italian  subsidised  lines,  “La  Compagnie 
Generale  Transatlantique  ” and  the  “Florio  Eubattino  Steamship 
Company.” 

During  the  past  year  the  arrivals  of  French  vessels  were 
1,610,  of  1,111,834  aggregate  tonnage,  and  of  Italian  1,676,  of 
592,480  tons. 

“ La  Compagnie  Tonache  de  Navigation  Mixte  ” has  lately 
established  regular  weekly  services  between  Tunis  and  Marseilles, 
and  between  Tunis  and  Algeria. 

The  ports  are  also  visited  occasionally  by  ships  belonging  to 
“La  Societe  Generale  des  Transports  Maritimes,”  &c. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  Italian  shipping  is  composed  of 
sailing  vessels  trading  from  Sicily,  Sardinia,  and  Naples,  &c., 
besides  many  fishing  smacks. 

Austro- Hungarian  steamship  navigation  was  represented  for 
the  first  time  by  the  Hungarian  “ Adria”  Company’s  line,  whose 
ships  ply  bi-monthly  between  Tunis  and  Trieste. 

The*  Danish  line  of  steamers  of  the  “ Det  Forenede  Dampskils 
Selskab  Cy.,”  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has  now  a fairly  estab- 
lished fortnightly  trade  between  Tunis,  Antwerp,  and  Scandi- 
navia, especially  in  iron  and  wooden  goods. 

Lastly,  J am  able  to  announce  with  satisfaction,  the  establish- 
ment this  year  of  regular  steamship  communication  between 
Tunis  and  Great  Britain  by  Knott’s  Prince  line  of  steamers. 

They  sail  from  Liverpool,  touching  at  Antwerp,  and,  after 
discharging  cargo  at  Tunis,  proceed  to  Marseilles. 

The  depressed  state  of  trade,  owing  to  the  partial  failure  ol 
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the  crops  and  to  other  causes  already  mentioned  in  this  report,  Depressed 
do  not  tend  to  enhance  the  prospects  of  a commercial  enterprise  condition  of 
started  under  such  conditions,  but  the  crisis  is  merely  transient,  ^^eTtToT^ 
and  with  the  aid  of  a fair  agricultural  year  confidence  will  be  improvement, 
restored  in  the  country. 


New  Port  of  Tunis . 


Tunis,  hitherto  known  as  an  inland  town,  situated  on  a 
shallow  lake,  navigable  only  by  small  craft,  has  now  become  a 
seaport  by  the  construction  of  a canal  through  the  lake,  placing 
it  in  communication  with  the  Gulf  of  Tunis. 

The  undertaking  was  started  in  1885  by  “ La  Societe  des 
Batignolles,”  and  was  sufficiently  completed  this  year  to  open  the 
port  to  navigation.  The  formal  inauguration  took  place  on  May 
28  in  the  presence  of  the  Bey,  the  French  resident,  the  foreign 
representatives,  and  all  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  the 
place. 

Ships  belonging  to  the  French  and  Austrian  lines  have  since 
then  entered  the  Tunis  basin  regularly,  but  the  Italian  Rubattino 
line  of  steamers  and  many  other  vessels  continue  to  load  and  dis- 
charge at  Goletta. 

A plan  of  the  new  port,  giving  a general  idea  of  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  canal  and  basin,  position  of  lights,  buoys,  and 
moorage  is  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  portion  of  the  canal  before  entering  the  lake  is  1,750 
metres  in  length  by  100  metres  in  breadth,  and  is  dredged 
metres  in  depth  from  the  lowest  water-mark. 

Within  the  lake  the  canal  is  8,900  metres  in  length,  30  metres 
in  breadth,  and  6^  metres  in  depth. 

A space  500  metres  long  in  the  centre  of  the  canal  is  widened 
to  45  metres. 

The  depth  of  Tunis  basin  is  6*50  metres,  and  the  dimensions 
400  metres  by  300  metres. 

The  basin  at  Goletta  is  '2\  metres  deep,  and  communicates 
with  the  basin  of  the  old  canal. 

Buoys  are  anchored  in  pairs  along  the  banks  of  the  canal  and 
the  basins  at  distances  of  400  metres  on  the  outer  entrance,  of 
200  metres  on  the  curve,  of  500  metres  on  the  inner  channel,  and 
of  150  metres  on  the  basin. 

The  canal  is  lighted  on  the  following  system  : — 

A fixed  light  is  erected  at  the  entrance  of  the  northern  jetty 
at  Goletta  on  an  iron  pillar  painted  white  about  11  metres  above 
the  surface  of  the  sea,  visible  at  12  miles  distance. 

Four  hundred  metres  inside  the  jetty  a fixed  light  supported 
by  a small  tower  in  masonry  about  6 metres  high,  and  visible  at 
a distance  of  10  miles. 

A fixed  red  light  at  the  extremity  of  the  southern  jetty 
erected  on  a small  stone  tower  about  61  metres  high,  visible  at  a 
distance  of  5 miles. 


Tunis  a 
seaport. 


Completion  of 
the  canal. 

Inauguration 
of  the  new 
port. 


Many  ships 
have  not 
taken 

advantage  of 
the  port. 


Dimensions 
of  the  canal. 


Tunis  basin. 
Goletta  basin. 


Jetty  lights. 
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Goletta  light. 


Tunis  light. 
Canal  lights. 
Signals. 


Telephonic 

communica- 

tion. 


Submarine 
cable  between 
Tunis  and 
Marseilles. 


On  the  land  north  of  the  canal  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Goletta  basin  a fixed  light  is  erected  marking  the  axe3  of  the 
eastern  entrances  of  the  channel. 

At  the  further  end  of  the  Tunis  basin  a light  marks  the  axis  of 
the  channel  from  the  west. 

Six  pairs  of  lights  on  the  northern  and  southern  banks  of 
the  canal ; the  former  are  white  and  the  latter  red  lights. 

A signal  mast  is  erected  on  each  of  the  port  offices  of  Tunis 
and  Goletta,  and  also  on  the  guard-house  at  the  centre  of  the 
canal. 

These  three  posts  are  in  telephonic  communication  with  one 
another. 


Submarine  Cable. 

A submarine  telegraph  cable  was  laid  in  the  commencement 
of  this  year  between  Marseilles  and  Tunis,  and  opened  to  the 
public  on  February  19.  The  cable  passes  close  to  Bizerta,  but 
has  not  been  landed  for  the  present  at  that  port. 


Annex  A. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  the  Regency  of  Tunis  from 
and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

Great  Britain  and  Malta 
France 

Italy 

Austria  . . 

Belgium 
Other  countries 

£ 

142,734 

1,082,794 

123,911 

2,958 

12,707 

122,996 

£ 

265,780 

1,297,270 

135,297 

1,301 

45,086 

81,055 

£ 

230,671 

937,553 

186,918 

63,659 

43,868 

110,236 

£ 

349,662 

876,650 

157,422 

71,025 

36,170 

97,200 

Total 

1,488,100 

1,825,789 

1,572,905 

1,588,129 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  into  the 
Regency  of  Tunis  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

Yalue. 

1892. 

1891. 

# Alcohol  . . . . 

£ 

28,826 

£ 

Barley 

14,113 

Building  materials 

31,970 

13,076 

* China  and  pottery. . 

7,144 

Coals  

24,236 

24,310 

*Coffee  

30,465 

Cotton  tissues  . . . . . , 

193,158 

336,984 

Drugs 

14,522 

14,320 

Fish,  preserved 

4,911 

3,306 

Fruit,  dried  

12,001 

10,317 

Furniture  . . 

10,230 

11,035 

Glassware  . . 

12,122 

* Hides  and  skins,  tanned  . . 

43.328 

57,616 

*Iron  and  steel  bars  (including 

rails) 

17,615 

. , 

*Leather  goods 

10,833 

Linen  and  hemp  textures. . 

14,124 

10,012 

Machinery  . . 

17,735 

21,932 

Marble 

4,657 

, , 

*Metal  goods 

140,900 

Oils,  mineral 

13,551 

8,622 

* Pepper 

5,693 

* Potatoes 

9,092 

*Semolina  . . . , 

133,412 

# . 

Silk  tissues,. 

18,272 

15,933 

#Silks,  raw,  milled,  and  dyed 

42,350 

77,361 

, # 

*Sugar 

Timber  for  building  purposes 

47,902 

50,615 

Wearing  apparel  .. 

23,363 

26,449 

Wheat — 

Grain 

12,005 

27,747 

Flour 

50,956 

157,965 

* Wines  

43,133 

Woollen  fabrics 

47,282 

o 

r— 1 

Yarn 

20,904 

Sundries 

394,739 

753,880f 

Total 

1,572,905 

1,588,129 

# Articles  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were  under  different  headings  in  the 
return  for  1891. 

t This  amount  includes  several  articles  not  specified  separately  in  the  returns 
for  1891. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  the  Regency 
of  Tunis  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1892. 

1891. 

Barley 

£ 

176,318 

£ 

408,692 

^Butter 

1,416 

1,760 

Cattle  • • • • 

14,959 

26,445 

*Cork 

4,877 

4 

Dates 

12,923 

16,383 

Esparto  grass 

76,820 

63,909 

Fez  caps 

17,111 

21,846 

Fish.. 

22,585 

11,156 

Hides  and  skins 

32,247 

30,848 

Horses,  mules,  &c... 

7,828 

3,615 

* Indian  corn. . 

1,314 

2,787 

* Minerals  (zinc) 

9,806 

187 

*Oats. . 

3,506 

6,254 

Olive  husks. . 

16,545 

7,913 

Olive  oil 

316,808 

267,920 

* Oranges  and  lemons 

2,430 

148 

* Pulse  .. 

117,178 

83,308 

*Rags 

1,003 

887 

Soap 

3,904 

3,572 

Sponges 

38,450 

29,112 

*Tan  .. 

99,964 

69,100 

Tissues — 
Silk 

5,570 

Wool 

19,646 

Cotton 

7,377 

# # 

*Tunny 

9,312 

15,678 

*Wax.. 

4,993 

320,498 

6,067 

Wheat  . . 

635,880 

Wine 

47,918 

18,450 

Wool 

7,790 

12,858 

Sundries 

87,004 

81,030f 

Total  . . 

•• 

1,488,100 

1,825,789 

* Articles  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  were  under  different  headings  in  the 
return  for  1891. 

t This  amount  includes  several  articles  not  specified  separately  in  the  returns 
for  1891. 


Annex  C.— Return  of  Shipping  at  the  various  Ports  of  the  Regency  of  Tunis  during  the  Year  1892. 


TUNIS, 


13 
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It  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  out  of  the  above  total  of  vessels 
only  47  cleared  in  ballast,  and  15  out  of  that  number  went  to 
Buenos  Ayres  and  other  ports  of  the  Argentine  Republic  in  search 
of  cargo,  the  rest  probably  to  the  Uruguayan  River  ports  of 
Paysandu  and  Fray  Bentos,  where  the  great  extract  of  beef  and 
salt  meat  factories  are  to  be  found,  and  where  ready  cargoes  of 
hides,  grease,  bone  ash,  wool,  &c.,  are  obtainable. 

The  question  of  the  desirability  of  building  an  artificial  port  in 
the  Bay  of  Montevideo  has  been  revived  lately  in  the  Chambers. 
No  less  than  thirty  or  forty  different  schemes  have  been  presented 
to  the  technical  committee  appointed  at  various  times  to  inquire 
into  the  subject,  but  all  have  failed  to  select  a plan  for  a port  that, 
according  to  their  views,  would  satisfy  all  the  required  wants. 
They  agree,  however,  that  a serious  loss  arises  to  the  shipping 
interests  of  Montevideo  from  the  lack  of  a sheltered  harbour  and 
protection  for  vessels  against  the  heavy  seas  and  violent  gales 
that  blow  from  the  south  and  south-east,  called  pamperos.  The 
anchorage,  too,  is  not  secure,  owing  to  the  bottom  being  composed 
of  slack  mud,  so  that  vessels  are  liable  to  drag,  and  generally  do 
drag  whenever  it  comes  on  to  blow  hard.  It  is  rare  for  the  Bay 
of  Montevideo  to  be  visited  by  one  of  these  storms  without  a 
casualty  occurring  to  some  vessel,  either  on  account  of  her 
dragging  foul  of  another  craft  or  going  ashore  and  breaking  up  on 
the  rocks.  This  generally  happens  to  sailing  vessels,  but  steamers 
that  have  not  taken  the  precaution  to  get  steam  up  in  time  run  the 
sam  e risk. 

The  building  of  a simple  breakwater  would  make  the  harbour 
safe  for  shipping  against  the  effects  of  the  heavy  sea  which,  added 
to  the  force  of  the  wind,  causes  the  insecurity  of  the  anchorage. 

The  Council  of  Public  Works,  it  is  said,  estimate  the  cost  of 
building  a breakwater  at  1,000,000/.,  more  or  less,  and  some 
engineers  have  calculated  it  at  double  that  sum ; also  it  has  been 
estimated  that  to  build  a port  would  take  at  least  3,000,000/. 

In  the  Chambers  during  the  debate  on  the  port  scheme  the 
Minister  of  Public  Works — Senor  Alberto  Capurro — in  upholding 
the  plan  brought  forward  by  the  Government,  said  that  he 
thought  there  was  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  there  was  ground 
enough  for  undertaking  the  important  work  under  discussion. 

Statistics  and  experience  clearly  show  that  the  city  of 
Mondevideo  has  lost,  owing  to  the  want  of  a good  artificial  port, 
the  greater  amount  of  its  shipping  trade,  principally,  in  my  opinion, 
in  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  Buenos  Ayres  and  La  Plata 
ports  to  shipping.  She  has  aLo  lost,  owing  to  the  last-named 
cause,  much  of  the  transit  traffic  formerly  enjoyed  by  her,  and  it  is 
doubtful,  even  if  a port  were  built,  whether  she  would  regain  her 
supremacy  in  that  kind  of  business  now  that  ocean-going  steamers 
and  sailing  ships  can  load  and  discharge  their  cargoes  at  the  above- 
named  ports  with  every  facility. 

But  it  must  be  considered  on  the  other  hand  that  the  size  and 
consequently  the  draft  of  steam  shipping  is  being  very  much 
increased,  and  the  question  for  the  future  is  whether  a port  at 
(1627)  B 
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URUGUAY. 


La  Oriental 
and 

Argentina. 


Santa 

Barbara. 


Peru. 


Montevideo  will  not  be  more  advantageous  than  those  at  Buenos 
Ayres  and  La  Plata  for  heavy  draft  vessels,  owing  to  the  shallow- 
ness of  the  channels  of  the  River  Plate  leading  to  those  ports. 

Gold  mining  in  Uruguay. 

A very  interesting  report  has  been  made  by  the  Government 
Inspector  of  Mines  to  the  Minister  of  Public  Works,  and  which 
has  just  seen  the  light.  The  following  is  a summary  of  its 
contents : — 

The  mines  which  are  at  present  working  are  but  few  : the 
Oriental  and  Argentina,  at  Zapucay ; Santa  Barbara  at  Guaya- 
beras ; Peru  and  San  Gregorio,  at  Corrales.  Gold  is  being 
extracted  from  many  other  veins  and  beds,  but  these  workings 
are  of  little  importance  being  carried  on  by  gold-seekers  who  earn 
a living  with  hand-mills.  These  miners,  continually  moving  about 
from  spot  to  spot,  are  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cunapiru 
and  Corrales,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  the  gold  which  they  obtain. 

The  works  carried  on  in  these  mines  are  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  the  right  of  the  concession  and  for  the 
preservation  of  the  mills  belonging  to  the  company,  which  is  not 
provided  with  the  necessary  capital  for  developing  the  mine. 
Negotiations  with  the  object  of  obtaining  financial  resources  in 
Europe  are  now  being  carried  on. 

During  1892  quartz  to  the  amount  of  490  tons  was  extracted 
from  the  first  named  mines  and  crushed  in  their  mills  at  Zapucay, 
yielding  11,201  grammes  of  gold,  an  average  of  23  grammes  per 
ton.  The  Zapucay  mill,  which  has  20  stamps,  might  easily  have 
crushed  the  490  tons  in  15  days  instead  of  taking  a whole  year. 
This  clearly  shows  that  the  mine  is  not  being  worked  properly. 

The  important  workings  carried  on  in  this  mine  some  years 
ago  were  resumed  last  January.  The  quartz  extracted  from  this 
mine  is  at  present  being  crushed  in  the  mills  of  the  French 
company  at  Cunapiru,  yielding  an  average  of  15  grammes  of  gold 
per  ton. 

The  present  proprietor  of  this  mine  has  great  hopes  of  its 
future,  hopes  based  on  the  yield  of  the  milling  of  500  tons  of 
quartz  from  the  mine,  which  had  lain  for  years  in  the  yards  of 
the  Cunapiru  Mill,  giving  an  average  of  18  grammes  of  gold  per 
ton. 

This  mine  belongs  to  the  French  Gold-mining  Company  of 
Uruguay  at  present  in  liquidation,  and  the  work  carried  on  is  merely 
for  maintainingtherights  of  the  concession.  Thequartz  extracted  is 
crushed  in  the  company’s  mill  at  Cunapiru.  On  account  of  the 
failure  of  the  French  Company  this  mill  lay  idle  for  many  years, 
but  resumed  work  at  the  end  of  last  December.  Since  then 
the  30  stamps  which  it  possesses  have  been  working  regularly 
crushing  quartz  either  for  the  company  or  for  others.  To  the 
total  production  of  1892  it  contributed  114  tons  of  quartz 
crushed,  yielding  948  grammes  of  gold. 
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Of  all  the  mines  in  the  Department  of  Rivera  this  has  gan  Gregorio, 
been  worked  the  most  regularly.  It  may  be  said  that  it  has 
been  worked  constantly  since  initiated  by  General  Suarez  in 
1887,  but  only  on  a large  scale  since  1889  when  it  was  bought 
by  an  English  company,  The  Gold  Fields  Company  of  Uruguay, 

Limited.  Since  January,  1891,  this  company  has  confined  itself 
almost  entirely  to  crushing  the  surface  quartz,  called  by  the 
miners  (e  Guapeadas.” 

During  32  months  95,945  tons  of  quartz  were  crushed, 
yielding  544  grammes  of  gold,  valued  at  220,000  dol. 

(46,808/.  10s.  2d.)  or  an  average  of  2 dol.  29  c.  per  ton 
(9s.  8d.). 

This  is  a poor  yield,  but  the  cost  of  working  was  low,  as  it 
was  carried  on  above  ground.  This  quartz  being  exhausted  a 
shaft  was  sunk  in  the  veins  at  a depth  of  40  metres,  the  point 
to  which  works  carried  on  by  a previous  company  had  reached. 

This  shaft,  5 metres  by  4 metres,  is  being  sunk  in  the  direction  of 
the  vein,  the  richness  of  which  seems  to  increase  as  it  deepens. 

There  is  thus  being  formed  a large  cavern,  some  30  metres  deep, 

20  metres  wide,  and  4 metres  high,  of  the  same  width  as  the 
vein.  From  this  cutting  there  have  been  extracted  12,670  tons 
of  quartz,  which  yielded  97,700  grammes  of  gold,  of  the  total 
value  of  43,000  dol.  (9,148/.  18s.  7 c/.),  an  average  of  3 dol.  30  c. 

(14s.)  per  ton  of  quartz.  This  shows  a considerable  increase  on 
the  surface  yield. 

The  yield  of  3 dol.  30  c.  per  ton  just  mentioned  has  brought 
in  the  first  four  months  of  underground  working  a profit  of  723/. 
to  the  company,  whilst  during  the  previous  eight  months,  when 
only  surface  quartz  was  worked,  there  was  a loss  of  1,823/.  The 
company  proposes  sinking  a shaft  to  the  depth  of  100  metres,  and 
if  the  gold  does  not  give  out  to  continue  working  the  mine. 

The  mill  of  70  stamps,  which  the  company  possesses,  crushed 
15,865  tons  18  cwt.  4 qrs.  10  lbs.  of  quartz  in  1892,  yielding 
109,430  grammes  of  gold,  which  were  sold  for  47,683  dol.  67  c. 

(10,145/.  8s.  2d.). 

During  the  year  1892  there  were  crushed  in  the  Department 
of  Rivera  16,470  tons  of  quartz,  yielding  121,579  grammes  of 
gold,  sold  for  53,635  dol.  97  c.  (11,041/.  3s.  9c/.).  The  table  below 
gives  the  production  for  5 years.  As  will  be  seen,  the  production 
was  less  in  1892  than  in  1891.  This  is  due  to  the  paralysation  of 
the  works  of  several  companies,  which  are  waiting  for  the  passing 
of  the  mining  crisis  in  European  markets,  and  is  especially  due  to 
the  production  of  the  San  Gregorio  Mine  having  diminished,  owing 
to  the  exhaustion  of  the  surface  quartz.  In  the  underground 
working  no  great  production  can  be  obtained  until  the  works  are 
more  advanced ; but  the  table  also  shows  that  if  the  production 
has  decreased,  the  richness  of  the  quartz  has  augmented  consider- 
ably, for  the  53,635  dol.  (11,041/.  3s.  9 d.)  of  1892  were  the  yield 
of  16,470  tons  crushed,  whilst  the  90,743  dol.  (19,307/.  0s.  4 d.) 
of  1891  resulted  from  40,321  tons.  The  yield  of  1891  was 
2 dol.  25  c.,  against  3 dol.  25  c.  per  ton  in  1892,  the  latter  yield- 
ing an  increase  of  44*44  per  cent. 
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Table  of  Quartz  ^Extracted  and  Crushed  in  the  Department  of 
Rivera  for  the  last  Five  Years,  giving  Yield  in  Gold  and 
Value  thereof. 


Year. 

Quartz  Crushed. 

Yield  in 
Gold. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Ozs.  dwts. 

Dollars. 

£ s.  d. 

1888  

2,030  17  2 0 

827  6 

12,867 

2,737  13  0 

1889  

17,804  1 17  2 

4,467  4 

55,259 

11,757  4 8 

1890  

32,244  11  2 14 

6,677  7 

86,938 

18,497  8 9 

1891  

' 40,320  1 3 18 

6,874  7 

90,743 

19,307  0 0 

1892  

1 16,470  4 0 24 

3,908  15 

53,635 

11,411  14  0 

There  are  no  wet  docks  for  loading  and  discharging  cargo 
from  ships  at  Montevideo,  but  the  port  possesses  two  dry  docks, 
the  Mana  Dock  and  the  Jackson  Cibils  Docks,  both  private  com- 
panies ; the  former  belonging  to  the  Montevideo  Gasworks  Com- 
pany, and  situated  on  the  south-east  shore  of  the  town,  and  the 
latter  at  the  foot  of  the  “ cerro,”  or  mount,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  bay.  The  dimensions  of  the  Mana  Dock  are — breadth, 
51  feet;  draft  of  water  at  entrance  channel  from  12  feet  to  13 
feet;  length,  274  feet.  A vessel  of  273  feet  in  length  over  all 
has  been  lately  placed  in  this  dock. 

The  company  are  now  engaged  in  deepening  the  channel  that 
leads  to  the  dock  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  vessels  of  greater 
draft.  At  the  dock  a good  supply  of  materials  necessary  for 
repairs  is  constantly  kept,  and  there  are  also  workshops  pro- 
vided with  the  necessary  machinery  and  a competent  staff  of 
workmen  to  carry  out  any  work  required.  There  are  three 
sheer-legs,  capable  of  lifting  up  to  25  tons  weight,  also  divers 
and  apparatus  for  diving  operations  available  at  any  time. 

Vessels  arriving  at  Montevideo  drawing  over  18  feet  of 
water  anchor  at  from  2 miles  to  3 miles  from  the  town,  where 
there  is  a depth  of  from  20  feet  to  30  feet  of  water. 

At  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night  vessels  can  enter  the  port, 
but  are  allowed  no  communication  whatever  before  the  visit 
by  the  health  officials,  which  is  paid  only  between  sunrise  and 
sunset. 

The  rule  of  the  port  is  that  all  vessels  after  entering  at  the 
custom-house  and  obtaining  the  necessary  permits  are  allowed 
to  work  cargo  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  Sundays  and  holidays 
excepted.  Steamers  that  have  obtained  packet  privilege  at  the 
cost  of  20  dol.  may  commence  to  load  and  discharge  cargo  im- 
mediately after  the  health  visit,  and  can  work  at  all  hours  and 
every  day,  Sundays  and  holidays  included.  They  may  also  leave 
the  port  at  any  hour  without  clearing  at  the  custom-house,  the 
agents  of  consignees  being  held  responsible  for  this  and  all  pay- 
ments due  after  departure  of  the  vessel. 

All  expenses  incurred  upon  cargo  before  it  leaves  the  steamer’s 
deck  are  for  the  ship’s  account,  such  as  labour,  stevedore,  &c., 
and  all  expenses  attached  thereto  after  it  leaves  the  vessel’s  deck 


MONTEVIDEO. 


19 


are  for  the  account  of  the  consignees  of  the  cargo,  such  as  lighter- 
age, wharfage,  storing,  &c.,  but  as  the  customs  hold  the  steamer 
and  agents  responsible  for  the  true  and  correct  delivery  of  the 
cargo  to  the  customs  depot,  according  to  the  ship’s  manifest,  it  is 
the  rule  of  the  port  that  the  agent  employs  a trustworthy  lighter- 
man to  discharge  all  the  cargo,  avoiding  thus  the  delays  and 
confusion  which  would  ensue  if  each  consignee  sent  off  his  own 
lighterman  for  his  respective  cargo.  Although  the  lighterman 
is  selected  by  the  agent  of  the  vessel,  consignees  of  the  cargo 
have  to  pay  the  lighterman  for  the  cost  of  lighterage.  Lighters, 
stevedores,  and  labourers  are  plentiful.  The  customs  depots  are 
large,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  discharging  from  the  lighters 
to  the  wharves.  Outward-bound  cargo  is  placed  alongside  the 
vessels  in  lighters,  at  the  shipper’s  expense,  but  the  ship  sup- 
plies winches  and  labour  for  stowing  it  on  board,  giving  a receipt 
as  each  lot  comes  on  board. 

The  months  of  December  to  March  or  April  are  the  best 
shipping  months  for  wool,  sheepskins,  dry  and  salted  hides, 
tallow,  jerked  beef,  &c. ; freights  vary,  according  to  ports  of 
destination,  season,  and  amount  of  tonnage  offering. 

The  following  table  shows  approximately  the  expenses  of  a Tonnage  dues, 
steamer  of  1,500  tons  register  calling  at  Montevideo  for  repairs, 
orders,  provisions,  or  coaling  only : — 


Stamps  Entering  and  Clearing  at  Customs. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Bill  of  health 

Consular  fees,  as  per  port  of  destination 
Government  Agency  Tax  . . 

Clerk  for  clearing  goods  at  custom-house 

Total 

Equivalent  in  sterling 

Dollars  Gold. 
2*50 
4*00 
10-00 
10-00 

26-50 

. 51.  12  8.  9d. 

Approximate  expenses  of  a steamer  of  1,500  tons  register, 

entering  for  cargo  operations,  draft  20  feet : 

— 

Description. 

Amount. 

Stamps,  manifests,  entering  and  clearing 
at  custom-house 

Dollars  Gold.. 
12-00 

Bill  of  health 

4-00 

Consular  fees,  as  per  port  of  call  and 
destination 

Light  dues  on  registered  tonnage,  6£  c.  ' 
(2  c.  extra  if  bound  to  Buenos  Ayres 
or  other  Argentine  ports) 

Government  Agency  Tax 

101  -25 

10-00 

Clerk  for  clearing  goods  at  customs 

20-00 

Total 

147-25 

Equivalent  in  sterling 

3 \l.  6s.  Id. 
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Approximate  expenses  of  a sailing  vessel  of  1,500  tons 
register : — 


Description.  Amount. 


Dollars  Gold. 

Stamps,  manifest,  entering  at  customs  . . 44  *20 

„ clearing  „ . . 21  *00 

Bill  of  health  . . . . . . . . 4 *00 

Consular  fee,  as  per  destination  . . 

Lights  due  on  registered  tonnage,  6|  c.  . . 101*25 

Tonnage  in  and  out  of  harbour,  6 c.  per 

ton  register  (2  c.  extra  if  shifted)  ..  90  *00 

Port  pilotage  and  boat  attendance  . . 20*00 


Total  I 300  *45 


Finance . 

Public  Debt.  The  financial  position  of  Uruguay  has  altered  but  slightly 
since  my  last  report  for  the  year  1891  and  the  close  of  1892. 
The  total  amount  of  the  Public  Debt  was  104,288,975  dol. 
(22,189,101/.),  divided  as  follows,  shillings  and  pence  omitted: — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

Internal. 

Unified  internal  debt 

7,900,000 

1,680,851 

Guaranteed  debt  . . 

4,000,000 

851,063 

Total 

11,900,000 

2,531,914 

External. 

Consolidated  debt 

90,561,950 

19,268,500 

International — 

Italian  debt 

599,150 

118,968 

French  „ 

1,034,725 

220,111 

Spanish  „ 

233,150 

49,606 

Total 

92,388,975 

19,657,185 
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Summary. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Total  internal  debt  . . 
„ external  „ 

Dollars. 

11,900,000 

92,388,975 

£ 

2,531,915 

19,657,186 

Grand  total 

104,288,975 

22,189,101 

The  Unified  Internal  Debt  comprises  the  following: — 
Amortizable  Debt,  Central  Railway,  Indemnization  Debt  and 
Quotas  of  Amortization.  The  original  total  of  these  was 
7,246,153  dol.,  but  when  the  necessary  compensation  or  bonus 
has  been  added,  then  the  Interior  Debt  appears  as  7,700,000  dol. 

The  Consolidated  Debt  is  composed  of  the  following : — Unified 
Loan  (5  per  cent,  bonus),  10,624,400/.  ; Consolidated  Debt, 
11,153,620/.;  6 per  cent.  Loan  of  1888  (bonus  15  per  cent.), 

4,119,900/. ; Consolidated  Debt,  4,737,885/.;  6 per  cent.  Loan  of 
1890  (bonus  13  per  cent.),  1,980,000/.;  Consolidated  Debt, 

2,237,400/.  Total  in  original  Debts,  16,274,300/.  Total  in 
Consolidated  Debt,  18,130,905/.  To  the  latter  amount  must  be 
added  1,137,595/.  on  account  of  Railway  Guarantees  in  arrears 
and  commission,  making  the  full  total  of  the  Consolidated  Debt 
19,268,500/.,  equal  to  90,561,950  dol. 

From  the  general  total  of  the  Debt  may  now  be  deducted 
343,000  dol.,  equal  to  75,510/.,  for  amortization,  due  January  1, 
and  now  being  paid  on  the  Internal  and  International  Debts. 

Daring  the  year  1892,  therefore,  the  Internal  Debt  has  T 
increased  from  7,246,153  dol.  (1,541,712/.)  to  11,900,000  dol.  internal  ° 
(2,531,914/.),  an  increase  of  4,653,847  dol.  (990,192/.),  of  which  Debt. 
4,000,000  dol.  (851,063/.)  corresponds  to  the  Guarantee  Debt 
assigned  to  the  Mortgage  Bank. 

This  increase,  however,  is  only  nominal  with  regard  to  the  Reduction  of 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasury,  since  by  the  process  of  unifica-  service  of 
tion  the  yearly  service  of  interest  and  amortization  has  actually  Debt- 
been  reduced  from  697,219  dol.  (143,344/.)  on  the  original 
amount  to  595,000  dol.  (126,595/.),  or  a reduction  in  the  amount 
of  the  service  of  the  Debt  of  102,219  dol.  annually. 

The  External  Debt  has  likewise  increased  during  the  year  increase  of 
1892  from  16,724,300/.  to  19,268,500/.,  an  increase  of  2,544,200 /.  External 
But  here  also  the  increase  is  nominal,  so  far  as  regards  the  Debt- 
charge  on  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  reduced  rate  of  interest 
and  easier  terms  of  amortization. 

The  former  service  of  the  Foreign  Debt  (not  including  Rail- 
way Guarantee)  was  4,980,470  dol.  yearly,  whereas  at  the 
reduced  rate  of  interest,  3£  per  cent.,  the  annual  service  on  the 
Consolidated  Debt  is  only  3,169,668  dol.,  a reduction  of 
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1,810,802  dol.  yearly.  There  must  also  be  taken  into  account 
the  reduction  of  the  Railway  Guarantees  from  7 to  3J  per  cent., 
or  by  one-half. 

Taking  all  this  into  consideration,  the  yearly  service  due  on 
the  Public  Debt  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

External  debt. . . . . . . . 

3,169,688 

674,401 

Internal  „ . . 

595,000 

126,595 

International  debt  . . 

248,864 

52,949 

Railway  guarantees  (maximum) 

904,166 

192,375 

Total  . . 

4,917,718 

1,046,320 
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Mr.  Grenfell  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 


Mv  Lord.  Montevideo , July  12,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  a Report  on  the  Trade  of 
Uruguay  for  the  years  1891-92,  to  which  I have  appended  some 
observations  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  country,  together 
with  the  figures  relating  to  the  Public  Debt. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALFRED  GRENFELL. 


Report  on  the  Trade , Commerce , and  Finance  of  the  Republic  of 
Uruguay  for  the  Years  1891-92. 
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In  my  former  report  on  the  trade,  commerce,  and  finance,  &c., 
of  the  Republic  of  Uruguay  for  the  years  1890-91,  I stated  that 
no  official  statistics  had  been  published  for  the  year  1891,  they 
have  now  been  given  to  the  public  in  that  very  excellent  publica- 
tion, the  “ Anuario  Estadistico,5’  the  able  work  of  Senor  Don 
Honore  Roustan,  Director-General  of  the  Government  Statistical 
Department.  The  present  report  will,  therefore,  commence  from 
that  year.  As  far  as  figures  are  concerned  for  the  year  1892  no 
official  publication  has  as  yet  seen  the  light,  but  I have  been  able 
to  obtain  from  reliable  sources  data  that  may  be  accepted  as 
correct,  which  will  be  compared  with  those  of  the  two  preceding 
years. 

The  depression  of  trade,  consequent  on  the  financial  crash  of 
1890,  continues  to  exist  throughout  the  Republic,  but  the  falling 
off  has  not  been  so  marked  for  1892  as  it  was  for  the  previous 
year.  A feeling  of  want  of  confidence  as  to  the  immediate  future 
undoubtedly  prevails,  and  prevents  trade  resuming  its  normal 
activity.  The  diminution  in  the  figures  for  1892,  as  compared 
with  those  of  1891,  will  be  observed  to  be  some  7*04  per  cent,  in 
the  imports,  and  3*03  per  cent,  in  the  exports. 

There  has  been  a severe  fall  in  house  rents  since  1890, 
estimated  at  from  40  per  cent,  to  45  per  cent.,  but  land,  especially 
farm  land,  has  probably  maintained  its  value  better  than  any 
other  class  of  property  since  the  depression  commenced. 

, Unfortunately  for  the  country  it  has  experienced,  during  the 
last  2 years,  one  of  the  most  severe  droughts  on  record,  and  the 
loss  in  live  stock  has  been  very  great.  Agriculture  has  also 
suffered,  not  only  from  the  same  cause,  but  also  from  locusts,  and 
the  equally  destructive  insect  the  “ isoca,”  so  that,  although  at 
first  there  was  every  appearance  of  a remunerative  harvest, 
farmers  were  doomed  to  disappointment,  especially  during  1891, 
not  so  for  1892-93. 

Probably  the  effects  of  the  Baring  crisis  is  nowhere  more  felt 
in  Uruguay  than  amongst  the  labouring  classes,  for  those  who 
had  derived  such  a large  share  of  wages  from  the  spending  of 
British  capital,  when  the  catastrophe  came  suddenly  found  their 
source  of  income  withdrawn.  An  end  was  put  to  numerous 
undertakings  which  gave  employment  to  many  thousands  of 
people,  and  these  have  since  had  to  seek  their  livelihood  else- 
where. 

The  currency  in  Uruguay  is  the  silver  dollar  (100  cents),  the 
half  dollar  (50  cents),  the  20-cent  piece,  and  one  of  10  cents. 
The  foreign  gold  coins  are  the  only  ones  that  have  legal 
tender : — 
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Dol.  c. 

The  Brazilian  gold  piece  of  20  milreis  ..  ••  = 10  56 

„ „ 10  „ ..  ..  5 28 

Chilian  condor  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 8 82 

„ \ condor ..  ..  441 

.American  eagle  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  9 66 

1Z.  sterling  ..  470 

French  20  franc  piece  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 73 

Argentine  5 dollar  piece. . . . . . . . 4 66 

German  20  mark  piece  . . . . . . . . 4 60 


Note. — Throughout  this  report  in  reducing  dollars  into  1 1.,  4 dol.  70  c.  will  be 
taken  as  the  equivalent ; and  in  reducing  kilograms  to  lbs.,  2-203  lbs.  avoirdupois 
will  be  taken  as  equal  to  1 kilogram. 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  following  tables  that  the  customs  Customs 
revenue  of  the  country  has,  for  the  last  2 years,  varied  but  little,  revenue. 
This  is  undoubtedly  more  encouraging  than  if  there  had  been 
any  great  diminution,  but  it  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  the 
customs  tariffs  have  been  considerably  raised  to  meet  any  falling 
off  in  the  revenue  of  the  country  from  that  quarter  : — 


Customs  Revenue. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Import  and  export  duties.. 
»»  » • ♦ 

•• 

1891  .. 

1892  .. 

Dollars. 

8,648,509 

8,598,360 

Diminution  .. 
Equivalent  in  sterling 

•• 

59,149 

10,670 

Tables  comparing  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Years  1890-92. 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1890  

1891  

Dollars. 

32,364,627 

18,978,420 

Dollars. 

29,085,519 

26,998,270 

Diminution  . . 
Equivalent  in  sterling 

*£ 

13,741,610 

2,922,746 

2,087,251 

444,096 

(1627; 
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Year. 

Value. 

Imporis. 

Exports. 

1891  

1892  

Dollars. 

18,978,420 

18,40-1,296 

Dollars. 

26,998,270 

25,951,241 

Diminution  . . . • 

Equivalent  in  sterling 

i 

392,395 

83,477 

1 

1,047,027 

222,770 

Comparison  of  Totals  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Years  1891-92. 


Value. 

1891. 

1892. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Imports  . . . . . . . . i 

18,978,420 

18,404,296 

Exports  .. 

26,998,270 

25,951,241 

Total 

45,976,690 

44,355,537 

Statistics. 


Decrease  in 
exports. 


Increase  in 
imports. 
Totals 
decreased. 


No  official  statistics  have  as  yet  been  published  for  the  year 
1892,  those  for  1891  have  only  just  seen  the  light,  so  that  the 
figures  and  totals  for  the  former  have  been  obtained,  as  has  been 
already  stated,  from  private  sources,  but  may  be  relied  upon  as 
correct. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  tables  that  there  has 
been  a greater  falling  off  in  the  exports  for  the  year  1892  than 
in  the  imports,  probably  owing  to  the  restriction  of  the  cattle 
and  jerked  beef  trade  to  Brazil,  caused  by  the  high  tariffs  placed 
on  these  articles  of  commerce  by  that  country,  and  also  on  account 
of  its  present  unsettled  political  condition. 

In  the  imports  a certain  increase  will  be  observed  in  piece- 
goods,  raw  materials,  building  materials,  and  machinery,  but,  on 
the  whole,  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  totals  for  the  year 
1892  of  both  imports  and  exports. 
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Tables  showing  what  Articles  of  Import  and  Export  have  been 
most  affected  during  the  Year  1891. 

Imports. 


Value. 

1892. 

Class  and  Articles. 

1891. 

1 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

I. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Drinks  

2,998,361 

2,632,988 

... 

365,373 

... 

12*19 

II. 

Foods  and  cereals 

4,380,777 

4,245,150 

... 

135,627 

3*32 

III. 

Tobacco  and  cigars 

273,132 

330,601 

57,469 

' 

21  -04 

IV. 

Piece-goods  

2,561,546 

3,113,255 

551,709 

21  -53 

V. 

Ready-made  clothing 

996,119 

1,136,368 

140,249 

... 

14*08 

... 

VI. 

Raw  material,  building 
material,  machinery  ... 

3,846,337 

4,396,940 

550,603 

14  *30 

VII. 

1 

Charcoal,  sheep-dip,  sew- 
ing thread,  kerosene, 
paper  of  various  kinds, 
hay  and  lucerne 

3,157,659 

2,375,424 

782,235 

24*77 

VIII. 

Live  stock  ... 

764,489 

173,570 

... 

590,919 

,77  *29 

Total 

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

18,878,420 

4,037,961 

18,404,296 

3,915,807 

1,300,030 

276,602 

1,874,154 

398,756 

Less  increase ...  £ 

276,602 

Grand  total  ...  £ 

... 

122,154 
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Exports. 


Value. 

1892. 

Class  and  Articles. 

1891. 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

I. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Per  cent. 

Per  cent. 

Live  stock 

1,510,084 

1,114,926 

395,158 

... 

26*16 

II. 

Jerked  beef,  wool,  hides, 
horns,  hair,  and  sheep 
skins  

24,804.823 

24,337,741 

... 

467,406 

... 

1*88 

III. 

Agricultural  produce 

158,982 

136,752 

22,230 

... 

13*98 

IV. 

Miscellaneous  produce  ... 

391,033 

246,778 

... 

144,260 

... 

36  *89 

V. 

Food  supply  for  shipping 

133,343 

115,946 

... 

17,397 

13*04 

Total  

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

26,998,270 

5,744,312 

25,951,819 

5,521,663 

1 ::: 

1,046,451 

222,649 

3*87 

A certain  falling  off  will  be  noticed  in  the  live  stock,  jerked 
beef,  and  farm  produce  in  general,  but  otherwise  the  total  dimi- 
nution may  be  considered  of  no  great  importance,  amounting,  as 
it  does,  to  no  more  than  3*87  per  cent. 

The  diminution  in  the  imports,  caused  by  the  economical 
depression  during  the  year  1891,  was  so  great,  being  some  45  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  that  the  commercial 
out-look  for  the  year  1892  seemed  indeed  a poor  one,  and  fears 
were  entertained  that  there  might  be  a still  further  decline. 

That  these  fears  were,  to  a great  extent,  unfounded,  is  clearly 
demonstrated  by  the  smallness  of  the  difference  of  the  totals 
shown  in  the  foregoing  tables. 

The  following  figures  give  the  official  amounts  of  the  imports 
and  exports  subject  to,  and  free  from,  duty,  for  the  years 
1890-91.  For  the  year  1892  no  statistics  are  obtainable  on  this 
point. 


1890. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Subject  to  duty 
Free  from  duty  . . 

Dollars. 

26,42.1,206 

5,935,421 

81  *66 
18  -34 

Dollars. 
1,036,331 
| 28,049,188 

3*56 

96*44 

Total 

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

32,364,627 

6,836,090 

100*00 

29,085,519 

6,183,403 

100*00 
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In  the  succeeding  figures  it  will  be  observed  that  on  97*59  per 
■cent,  of  the  total  amount  of  the  exports  for  1891  duty  has  been 
levied,  whereas  only  3*56  per  cent,  of  the  exports  for  1 890  paid 
duty.  Probably  this  step  was  rendered  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  by  the  great  diminution  in  the  imports,  from 
whence  the  major  portion  of  the  income  is  usually  obtained  by 
the  heavy  duties  imposed  on  foreign  goods  of  all  classes  that  find 
their  way  to  the  country. 


1891. 


Imports. 

Exports. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Value. 

Percentage. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Subject  to  duty 

16,496,983 

86  *39 

26,347,153 

97-59 

Free  of  duty  . . 

2,481,432 

13*61 

651,117 

2-41 

Total . . . . 

18,978,420 

100*00 

26,998,270 

100-00 

Equiv.  in  sterling  £ 

4,037,961 

• • 

5,744,312 

•• 

These  new  duties  imposed  in  October,  1890,  the  principal 
articles  of  export  will  probably  be  no  small  factor  in  retarding  the 
growth  of  any  spirit  of  enterprise  and  desire  to  develop  the 
natural  resources  of  the  country,  already  heavily  taxed  by  the 
difficulties  and  expense  of  transport. 

The  succeeding  tables  show  that  Great  Britain  stands  first  on 
the  list  as  supplying  28  per  cent,  of  the  imports,  France  coming 
next  with  13  per  cent.,  Italy  third  with  some  12  per  cent.,  then 
Spain  and  Germany  with  10  per  cent.  each. 

As  regards  the  exports  the  positions  are  altered  : France  being 
first  with  23  per  cent.,  Great  Britain  takes  the  second  place 
with  18  per  cent.,  Brazil  third  with  17  per  cent.,  and  Belgium 
fourth  with  13  per  cent. 

In  the  grand,  total  Great  Britain  leads  with  22  per  cent.,  then 
comes  France  with  19  per  cent.,  Brazil  with  13  per  cent.,  and 
Argentina  with  11  per  cent. 


Duties  on 
exports. 


Percentage  of 
trade 

contributed 
by  Great 
Britain. 

Exports. 


Grand  total. 
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Tables  showing  the  Imports  and  Exports  Subject  to  or  Free  of 
Duty  for  the  Year  1891. 

Imports,  1891. 


Imports  Free  and  Subject  to  Duty. 


Country. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Total. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

j Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

Dollars. 

£ 

Dollars. 

£ 

Great  Britain 

... 

1 4,610,176 

980,889 

866,505 

184,363 

5,476,681 

1,165,252 

France 

... 

2,431,833 

517,411 

43,888 

9,388 

2,475,721 

526,749 

Brazil 

... 

1,642,514 

349,471  1 

136,255 

42,180 

8,975 

1,684,694 

358,445 

Belgium 

... 

640,398 

90,929 

19,347  1 

731,327 

155,602 

Argentina  ... 
United  States 

... 

704,417 

149,875  ! 

873,492 

174,828 

185,849  j 

1,577,909 

335,725 

... 

753,098 

160,233 

37,198  I 

927,926 

197,431 

392,434 

Germany  ... 

... 

1,577,412 

1,927,753 

335,620 

410,160 

267,025 

28,101 

56,814  | 

1,844,437 

Italy 

... 

5,979 

1,955,854 

416,139 

Cuba 

... 

208,923 

44,451 

... 

... 

208,923 

44,451 

Spain 

... 

1,753,342 

373,052 

72,802 

15,489  ! 

1,826,144 

388,541 

Other  countries 

... 

247,122 

52,579 

21,682 

4,613  | 

268,804 

57,192 

Total 

16,496,988 

3,509,997 

2,481,432 

527,965  1 

18,978,420 

4,037,962 

Gold  coin 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

6,417,405 

1,365,405 

Exports,  1891. 


Exports  Free  and  Subject  to  Duty. 


Country. 

Subject  to  Duty. 

Free  of  Duty. 

Total. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

! Sterling. 

Currency. 

j Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

Dollars,  i 

£ 

Dollars.  1 

£ 

Great  Britain 

... 

4,943,455 

1,051,798 

17,325  , 

3,686 

4,960,780 

\ 1,055,484 

France 

... 

6,185,839 

1,316,136 

98,187  1 

20,891 

6,284,026 

i 1,337,027 
1,002,630 

Brazil 

4,537,322 

965,387 

175,045 

37,243 

5,526 

4,712,365 

Belgium 

3,553,791 

756,126 

25,971 

3,579,762 

761,652 

Argentina  ... 
United  States 

... 

2,363,401 

502,852 

108,220 

23,025 

2,471,621 

525,877 

... 

1,806,933  ■ 

334,454 

42,423 

9,026 

3,498 

1,849,356 

393,480 

Germany  ... 

... 

1,456,904 

309,979 

16,440 

1,473,344 

313,477 

Italy 

560,857 

119,332 

1,272 

271 

562,129 

119,603 

74,067 

Cuba 

... 

347,379 

213,366 

73,911 

736 

156 

348,115 

Spain 

...i 

45,397 

13,465 

2,866 

226,831 

48,263 

Other  countries 

... 

377,906 

80,405 

152,033 

32,347 

529,939 

112,752 

Total 

... 

26,347,153 

5,605,777 

651,117 

138,535 

26,998,270 

5,744,312 

Gold  coin 

... 

... 

5,618,582 

1,195,442 

MONTEVIDEO. 
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Grand  Totals  of  Imports  and  Exports  Free  and  Subject  to 
Duty  during  the  Year  1891. 


Country. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

I 

! Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

Great  Britain 

10,437,461 

2,220,736 

France 

8,759,747 

1,863,776 

Brazil 

6,397,061 

1,361,076 

Belgium 

4,311,089 

917,254 

Argentina  .. 

4,049,530 

861,603 

United  States 

2,777,282 

590,911 

Germany  . . 

3,317,781 

705,911 

Italy 

2,517,983 

535,742 

Cuba  .. 

557,038 

118,518 

Spain 

2,052,975 

436,804 

Other  countries 

798,743 

169,944 

Total 

45,976,690 

9,782,274 

Gold  coin  . . . . 

12,035,987 

2,560,847 

The  increased  duties  on  wines,  spirits,  and  other  alcoholic 
liquors,  which  came  into  force  on  January  12,  1891,  caused  a 
diminution  of  nearly  one-third  in  the  total  value  imported.  This 
is  no  matter  for  surprise  when  it  is  considered  that  the  duties 
were  raised,  on  an  average,  50  per  cent.  At  the  same  time  the 
duties  on  cigars  were  doubled  ; those  on  cigarettes  sextupled ; 
those  on  leaf  and  cut  tobacco  were  increased  by  two-thirds  and 
three-sevenths  respectively ; with  the  result  of  diminishing  the 
total  importation  by  more  than  one-half.  A duty  of  1 dol.  30  c. 
(5s.  6c?.)  per  kilo.  (2-203  lbs.  avoirdupois)  imposed  at  the  same 
time  on  lucifer  matches  completely  put  an  end  to  the  importation 
of  that  article. 

The  following  table  illustrates  the  effect  of  these  new 
duties : — 


i 

Articles. 

1890. 

1891. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Alcohol . . . . . . 

Tobacco. . 

Matches 

Dollars. 

4,408,468 

589,595 

22,973 

£ 

937,972 

125,445 

4,888 

Dollars. 

2,998,361 

273,132 

802 

£ 

637,949 

58,113 

170 

The  general  result  has  been  a considerable  extension  in  the 
cultivation  of  tobacco  and  the  grape,  and  a great  development  of 
the  manufacture  of  matches,  in  full  accordance  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  promoters  of  these  protective  measures. 
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State  of  trade. 


Real  estate. 


Agriculture. 


Phylloxera.  7 


Importation 
of  vine 
cuttings  and 
plants 
prohibited. 


At  page  12  of  the  report  for  1889-91  (No.  1124)  an  analysis 
was  given  showing  the  articles  of  importation  in  which  each  of 
the  chief  commercial  countries  was  superior  to  the  others,  whether 
holding  a practical  monopoly  or  being  only  ahead  in  a more  or 
lees  close  competition  with  its  rivals.  It  is  only  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  state  what  changes  have  since  occurred.  Great  Britain 
maintains  her  relative  position  with  the  exception  of  the  following 
articles  : — Machines,  sheepwash,  and  dynamite,  where  Germany 
in  1891  supplanted  her;  arms  and  accoutrements,  in  which 
Belgium  has  overtaken  her ; and  lead,  the  larger  portion  of  this 
being  supplied  by  France  in  that  year.  In  the  article  of  mer- 
cantile books  she  has,  however,  displaced  France.  Of  the  following 
articles,  overlooked  on  a former  occasion,  Great  Britain  is  the 
principal  source  of  supply  : — Sweet  biscuits,  sewing  cotton,  hams, 
raw  hemp,  machine  oil,  and  iron  safes.  In  nearly  every  other 
branch  of  commerce  the  respective  positions  have  been  fairly 
maintained  by  the  competing  countries. 

The  state  of  the  foreign  trade  of  Uruguay  for  the  year  1892 
and  for  the  first  3 months  of  the  present  year,  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  year  1891,  shows  that  it  has  been  almost  stationary, 
and  although  no  new  disasters  have  occurred  to  still  further 
affect  the  commerce  of  the  country,  yet  there  seems  to  be  no 
sign  of  a return  of  confidence,  without  which  an  improvement 
in  the  situation  can  hardly  be  expected,  be  the  cause  what 
it  may. 

Beal  estate  has  also  receded  in  value.  This  has  been 
extremely  marked  in  urban  property;  mortgage  credit  has  almost 
disappeared,  and  loans  on  the  best  security  unobtainable  under 
12  per  cent. 

During  the  last  3 or  4 years  an  increased  interest  has 
been  shown  in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  and  it  has  assumed 
considerable  proportions  in  the  districts  of  Salto,  Paysandu,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  Montevideo.  The  country  generally  is  well 
adapted  for  the  growth  of  the  grape,  but  the  wine  manufactured 
as  yet  is  not  of  a high-class  character,  and  principally  of  the  red 
description.  Want  of  experience  and  knowledge  of  treatment 
may  be  the  cause  of  this,  but  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
improve  the  quality  and  extend  the  industry,  for,  on  account  of 
the  high  tariffs  on  all  imported  wines,  there  is  a ready  demand 
for  as  much  as  can  be  produced. 

The  appearance  of  the  phylloxera  ( filoxera  rastatrix)  has 
caused  a certain  alarm  amongst  the  vine-growers,  but  stringent 
measures  have  been  taken  by  the  Rural  Association  to  prevent 
the  propagation  of  this  justly-dreaded  scourge  of  the  vine.  The 
spread  of  this  pest  would  be  a serious  calamity  for  this  country 
just  at  a moment  when  the  wine  industry  is  assuming  important 
proportions,  with  every  prospect  of  a wide  development. 

Hitherto  the  phylloxera  has  been  unknown  in  Uruguay,  and 
it  has  doubtless  been  introduced  by  plants  or  cuttings  brought 
from  countries  where  the  plague  existed.  These  are  now  strictly 
prohibited  from  being  imported  from  Europe  in  either  shape,  with 
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the  hope  of  preventing,  if  possible,  the  further  multiplication  of 
the  blight  into  the  country. 

The  wheat  crop  for  the  year  1801  has  been  put  down  at  Wheat. 

900.000  fanegas  of  110  kilos,  each,  equal  to  97,187  tons,  all  of 
which,  vyith  the  exception  of  492  tons  exported,  was  consumed 
in  the  country.  This  was  an  exceptionally  bad  year,  and  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  there  is  a difference  of  nearly 

13.000  tons  in  the  amount  exported.  The  long  drought  no  doubt 
somewhat  interfered  with  the  prospects  of  the  harvest  of  1 892, 
and  there  is  a very  considerable  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
grain  produced.  The  crop  has  been  estimated  at  106,160  tons, 

54,017  tons  of  which  were  exported,  principally  to  Brazil. 

For  the  years  1892  and  1893  we  have  the  official  data  Amount  of 
collected  by  order  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Public  departments1^ 
Works,  and  which  give  the  amount  of  wheat  for  1892  as 
30,678  tons,  and  for  1893  52,411  tons,  in  the  four  departments  of 
Salto,  Minas,  Canelones,  and  Cerro.  Largo  only  showing  an 
increase  of  21,733  tons,  or  70  per  cent.,  for  the  latter  year,  and  in 
the  same  districts  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  splendid 
result  has  not  been  general  all  over  the  Republic.  On  this 
assumption  180,740  tons  may  be  calculated  upon  as  the  wheat 
crop  of  1893. 

The  McKinley  tariff  in  the  United  States,  added  to  the  Wool, 
effects  of  the  financial  depression,  with  the  increase  of  the 
amount  of  wool  produced  and  offered  for  sale,  have  been  combined 
factors  in  depressing  the  market  price  of  this  staple  as  compared 
with  that  obtained  in  previous  years,  but  the  increase  in  the 
quality  has  compensated  in  some  degree  for  the  fall  in  price. 

For  the  year  1890  the  amount  was  given  as  42,544,660  lbs., 
and  for  1891  it  is  declared  to  be  56,992,124  lbs. 

The  value  of  hides  has  increased  somewhat,  owing  to  the  Hides, 
reduced  number  of  cattle  slaughtered.  Fat  cattle,  fit  for  the 
production  of  meat  extract  and  jerked  beef,  were  difficult  to 
obtain  in  consequence  of  the  continued  drought. 

The  prices  obtained  for  the  different  productions  of  the  Rates  of 
countrv  during  the  years  1891-92  have  been  the  following  : — Dry  market 
ox-hides  of  21  lbs.  weight,  3 dol.  80  c.  (16s.)  ; salt  ox-hides  of  P 
67  lbs.  weight,  6 dol.  (1/.  9s.  4 cl.);  grease,  1 dol.  27  c.  (5s.  4 d.) 
per  pipe;  tallow,  5s.  per  pipe;  bone  ash,  12  dol.  (21.  10s.  6d.) 
per  ton ; wool,  3 dol.  50  c.  (14s.  9 d.)  the  arroba  (25  lbs.),  or,  say, 

7^(7.  per  lb.  of  the  best  quality;  wheat,  231  lbs.,  from  4 dol. 

(17s.  Id.)  to  6 dol.  20  c.  (1Z.  6s.  2d.)  ; Indian  corn,  3 dol.  (12s.  8 d.) 
the  225  lbs. 

The  rates  of  market  prices  of  the  staple  commodities  of  trade  Prices  and 
may  be  quoted  as  follows  : — Alcohol,  per  pipe  in  bond,  about  10Z.  ; fates  of 
Guiness,  Bass,  and  other  English  beers,  12s.  in  bond  and  21s.  imP0lts- 
duty  paid;  biscuits,  per  tin  box,  7s.  2d.;  brandy,  Hennessy  VO, 

21.  9s.  4d.  in  bond,  and  31.  14s.  4d.  duty  paid  ; British  tinned 
butter,  3s.  7d.  per  lb.  in  bond,  and  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  duty  paid  ; 

Jamaica  rum  extra,  per  case  of  1 dozen,  21.  13s.  2d.  in  bond,  and 
3 l.  3s.  9d.  duty  paid;  soda  caustic,  13s.  2d.  per  cwt.  duty  paid; 
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coal,  per  ton  on  board,  Cardiff  1/.  65.  4 d.,  Newcastle  nuts 
1/.  10s.  2c?.;  galvanised  iron,  16s.  7 d.  per  cwt.  duty  paid,  and 
12s.  7 d.  per  cwt.  in  bond  ; potash,  landed,  10s.  per  cwt.  ; Roman 
cement,  8s.  4 d.  per  barrel  duty  paid,  and  5s.  4c?.  per  barrel  in 
bond ; iron  wire  for  fencing  land,  Nos.  5 and  6,  6s.  per  cwt. ; 
steel  wire.  Nos.  7 and  8,  7s.  2d.  per  cwt. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  in  1891  more  produce  in  general 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Montevideo  from  the  interior  and  river 
ports  than  in  1890,  but  there  was  a diminution  in  the  number  of 
sheepskins,  amount  of  grease,  alcohol,  bricks,  lime,  and  stone. 
This  was  most  marked  in  the  four  latter  articles,  a fact  to  be 
accounted  for  by  the  paralysed  state  of  the  building  trade.  The 
increase  in  wool  was  considerable,  being  5,105,487  kilos. 
(11,282,071  lbs.)  ; and  in  alfalfa  (lucerne),  10,000  kilos. 
(24,200  lbs.)  ; and  in  Indian  corn,  5,865,045  kilos. 

(12,903,088  lbs.). 

The  amounts  for  the  year  1892  have  varied  little,  and  it  may 
be  proper  to  remark  here  that  the  excessive  import  and  export 
duties  and  heavy  taxes  that  are  imposed  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
revenue  of  the  country  works  in  a diametrically  opposite  direction 
as  far  as  trade  is  concerned,  and  if  increased  will  assuredly  end 
by  “ killing  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg.” 

The  current  rate  of  exchange  has  been  for  the  year  1892 
4s.  ZT\d.  to  4s.  3-Jc?.  to  the  dollar  gold. 

The  Government  made  a contract  with  Senor  Barriga,  a 
Chilian  gentleman,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1893  to  coin  in 
Chile  1,000,000  dol.  worth  of  various  coins  used  in  this  country, 
viz.,  the  dollar  piece,  the  50  c.  piece,  20  c.  piece,  and  10  c.  piece. 
The  Brazilian  2,000  milreis  piece,  which  had  previously  been  un- 
hesitatingly taken  at  1 dol.,  by  a decree  of  April  10  was 
demonetised,  and  heavy  loss  was  caused  to  the  public,  as  this 
coin  immediately  fell  to  half  its  value. 

Skipping  and  Navigation. 

The  amount  of  shipping  that  has  entered  and  cleared  from 
the  ports  of  Uruguay  considerably  diminished  in  1891.  The 
greater  facilities  offered  by  the  ports  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  La 
Plata  in  the  Argentine  Republic  for  loading  and  discharging 
have  no  doubt  helped  in  a great  measure  to  attract  vessels 
thither,  and  there  is  a difference  of  15*54  per  cent,  in  the  number 
as  compared  with  that  of  1890,  and  17*30  per  cent,  in  tonnage, 
as  will  be  seen  bv  the  following  figures  : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton*. 

: 

1890  

1891  

16,169 

18,670 

5,698,768 

4,74*2,260 

16,044 

13,537 

5,744,126 

4,740,384 
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The  above  figures  show  a falling-off  of  2,492  vessels  for  1891, 
of  a total  tonnage  of  856,508  tons  of  ships  that  entered,  and 
2,567  vessels  that  cleared,  of  a total  tonnage  of  1,003,742  tons. 
The  following  tables,  compiled  in  this  Consulate-General,  gives 
the  amount  of  British  shipping  cleared  and  entered  at  this  port 
during  the  year  1892,  and  show  that  out  of  a total  of  351  vessels 
124  were  employed  in  indirect  and  carrying  trade  from  and  to 
foreign  countries,  and  227  vessels  in  direct  trade  to  and  from 
Great  Britain  and  British  colonies  : — 


Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Montevideo  in  the  Year  1892, 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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* 

Mr.  Fane  to  the  arl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Belgrade,  August  24,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a full  and  interesting 
Report  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Ranald  Macdonald, 
Her  Majesty’s  Vice-Consul  for  Servia,  on  the  Trade  and 
Commerce  of  this  country  for  1891.  No  official  returns  later 
than  those  for  that  year  have  been  published. 

1 have 

(Signed;  EDMUND  FANE. 
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The  trade  of  Servia  in  1891  reached  a total  of  3,803,420/. 
Imports  were  valued  at  1,712,227/.,  and  exports  at  2,091,193/. 
The  former  had  increased  by  190,442/.,  and  the  latter  by  257,578 /. 

The  falling-off  previously  noticed  in  imports  of  agricultural  and 
garden  produce,  live-stock  and  farm  produce,  provisions,  drinks, 
groceries,  and  fatty  produce  had  continued,  and  a further  decrease 
is  recorded  under  the  head  of  machinery  and  implements.*  On 
the  other  hand  importations  of  paper,  metals,  silks,  and  ready-made 
clothing  had  increased. 

American,  Belgian,  French,  and  Swiss  trade  suffered  slightly, 
whilst  that  of  Bulgaria  had  fallen  off  by  36,323/.,  her  decrease  in 
cereals  alone  being  valued  at  23,000/.  Russian  trade  in  dried  and 
salted  fish,  tea,  and  petroleum  had  also  diminished  by  11,353/. 

On  the  other  hand  the  sum  of  imports  from  Austria-Hungary 
had  increased  by  132,858/.,  and  from  Great  Britain  and  Germany 
by  5,286/.  and  56,653 /.  respectively.  Italy  has,  by  means  of  a 
subsidised  agency  at  Belgrade,  increased  her  sales  to  Servia  from 
14,693/.  to  40,667/.,  chiefly  in  timber,  wool  and  hair,  paper, 
groceries,  cotton,  hemp  and  flax,  silk,  and  ready-made  clothes. 

The  harvest  of  1891  was  an  abundant  one,  save  in  the 
important  item  of  plums.  Owing  to  bad  seasons  in  other  parts  of 
Europe  Servia  secured  remunerative  prices  for  her  cereals,  and 
notwithstanding  a falling -off  at  the  end  of  the  autumn  her  export 
trade  was  very  active.  In  1892,  however,  a less  satisfactory  state 
of  things  was  recorded.  No  figures  are  at  hand  by  which  to 
estimate  the  proportionate  values  of  imports  and  exports  for  that 
year,  but  it  is  said  that  whilst  the  movement  of  the  former  was 
about  the  same  as  during  the  preceding  year,  the  latter  suffered 
to  a most  serious  extent  by  the  failure  of  the  vintage  and  grain 
harvest.  The  failure  of  the  vintage  from  drought  and  phylloxera 
was  so  complete  that,  instead  of  exporting  large  quantities  of 
wine,  Servia  has  been  compelled  to  import  considerable  supplies 
from  Italy  and  Macedonia.  In  addition  to  the  difficulties  arising 
from  low  prices  on  the  foreign  corn  markets,  Servian  cereals  were 
generally  of  so  poor  a quality  that  they  could,  for  the  most  part, 
only  be  disposed  of  by  sending  the  corn  to  Hungarian  mills  to  be 
ground  and  mixed  with  Roumanian  flour.  About  one-quarter  of 
the  last  year's  grain  still  remained  unsold  in  the  month  of  June, 
but  business  then  improved.  The  value  of  grain  exported  in 
1892  was  calculated  at  half  the  value  of  ordinary  years. 

The  disproportion  thus  suddenly  created  between  the  importa- 
tion and  exportation  of  the  country  has,  in  conjunction  with  its 
financial  difficulties,  occasioned  great  embarrassment.  The  agio 
rose  to  over  12  per  cent.,  and  the  banks*  rate  of  interest,  which 
had  been  lowered  in  1891  to  5J  per  cent,  for  silver  and  to 
7J  per  cent,  for  gold,  had  to  be  raised  in  1892  to  6^  per  cent,  and 
8^  per  cent,  in  order  to  check  the  unlimited  and  urgent  calls  for 
money  which  were  made  upon  it.  The  National  Bank  of  Servia 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  checking  a tendency  to  over- 

* The  classification  of  articles  in  this  report  follows  that  of  the  official  customs 
returns.  Values  assigned  to  goods  include  transport,  insurance,  and  other  chargea. 
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borrowing  and  keeping  down  the  indebtedness  of  merchants  and 
credit  institutions  to  the  previous  year’s  proportion.  Should  this 
year's  harvests  turn  out  deficient,  the  commercial  position  will 
undoubtedly  be  serious. 

The  opening  of  the  Sissek-Mitrovitsa  Railway,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  steamboat  service  between  Sissek  and  Brod  has  been 
discontinued,  has,  by  shortening  the  time  for  goods  sent  to  Belgrade, 
via  Fiume,  still  further  increased  the  disadvantages  under  which 
Salonica  labours,  as  an  alternative  route  for  our  trade  with  Servia. 
In  spite  of  a considerable  improvement  in  the  service  of  the 
Servian  railways  and  customs,  importers  prefer  the  Fiume  route, 
both  on  account  of  its  cheapness  and  because  they  cannot  rely  on 
their  goods  reaching  them  through  Salonica  without  damage  being 
sustained  at  that  port.  Harbour  and  magazine  accommodation 
are  as  essential  to  the  development  of  trade  through  Salonica  as 
the  lowering  of  rates  on  the  Oriental  Railway. 

The  following  is  a comparative  statement  of  the  published 
freights  of  the  two  routes,  according  to  class  of  goods : — 


Class  of  Goods. 

Fiume  to  Belgrade,  per 
Ton. 

Salonica  to  Belgrade,  per 
Ton. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

£ s.  d. 

Francs. 

£ s.  d. 

Francs. 

I.  (for  5 tons  or  10  tons) 

2 9 7 

62 

4 6 5 

108 

11. 

1 12  10 

41 

3 8 10 

86 

A.  „ ft 

18  0 

35 

2 12  0 

65 

B „ „ 

0 18  5 

23 

2 0 0 

50 

O ft  tt 

0 15  2 

19 

18  0 

36 

Certain  forwarding  agents  are  granted  special  terms  by  the 
Oriental  Railways,  and  can  forward  goods,  under  Class  I,  to 
Belgrade,  for  from  50  fr.  to  30  fr.  per  ton,  and  cotton,  rice,  and 
petroleum  (in  consignments  of  10  tons)  for  40  fr.,  whilst  cotton 
yarns  are  reduced  to  30  fr.  per  ton.  This  arrangement  is,  how- 
ever, a very  one-sided  and  unsatisfactory  one,  as  it  gives  all  the 
advantage  into  the  hands  of  the  forwarding  agent,  who  can,  on 
the  slightest  dispute  arising  between  himself  and  the  importer, 
refuse  to  the  latter  the  benefit  of  the  reduction,  and  force  him 
back  upon  the  higher  published  rates. 

The  “ Trgovinski  Glasnik,”  or  “ Commercial  Gazette’’  of 
Belgrade,  has  stated  that  the  Adria  Steamship  Company  carry 
Italian  wine  from  Barra  to  Fiume  for  80  c.  the  100  kilos., 
whereas  the  cheapest  British  vessels  ask  3 fr.  from  Barra  to 
{Salonica. 

The  privilege  under  which  customs  dues  were  waived  in 
favour  of  exporters  of  Servian  produce,  via  Salonica,  was  with- 
drawn by  the  Servian  Government  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year. 

The  internal  trade  of  Servia  is  much  hampered  by  the  ruinous 
(1628) 
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and  neglected  state  of  the  roads  ; these  are  so  bad  in  places  that, 
according  to  the  44  Commercial  Gazette,”  the  conveyance  of  goods 
from  one  part  of  the  country  to  another  is  at  times  nearly  im- 
possible. 

Imports. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  value  and  distribution  of  the 
import  trade  for  1890  and  1891 : — 


Country. 

Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

Austria-Hungary  . . 

912,775 

1,045,633 

"'America  . . . . . . . . . . 

64,821 

62,357 

Belgium 

8,446 

8,342 

Bosnia  . . . . . . 

2,786 

3,008 

Bulgaria 

47,695 

11,372 

Greece 

2,016 

3,098 

■-"Great  Britain 

195,534 

200,820 

— —Italy  

14,693 

40,667 

-Germany 

114,730 

171,383 

Roumania  ..  ..  ». 

39,084 

44,428 

’"'^Russia 

42,276 

30,923 

Turkey 

42,262 

47,994 

Prance  . . 

10,296 

10,285 

Switzerland.. 

24,371 

22,684 

Other  States 

•• 

9,333 



1,521,785 

1,712,227 

Paper. 


Agricultural 
and  garden 
produce. 


Wool  and 
hair. 


The  importation  of  paper  during  1891  was  slightly  over 
2,000/.  more  than  in  1890,  the  total  value  being  reckoned  at 
36,836/.  Of  this,  35,160/.  of  all  kinds  come  from  Austria- 
Hungary,  Germany  supplying  to  the  amount  of  1,324/.,  and  Great 
Britain  and  France  only  small  quantities  of  cigarette  and  tissue 
paper. 

The  importation  of  cereals,  fruit,  and  vegetables  in  1891  fell 
to  almost  half  the  value  of  the  previous  year,  Bulgaria  being  the 
chief  sufferer  in  wheat,  barley,  and  oats.  Austria,  however, 
increased  her  sales  by  5,568/.  The  total  value  of  importations 
from  all  countries  was  38,944/.,  of  which  27,081/.  came  from 
Austria-Hungary,  over  9,000/.  from  Turkey,  of  which  nearly 
8,000/.  was  in  wheat  flour,  and  some  2,000/.,  chiefly  in  cigars, 
from  Germany,  with  a new  importation  from  the  latter  country 
of  between  300/.  and  400/.  worth  of  heps.  Servia  imported  in 
all  about  1,500/.  worth  of  the  latter  article. 

Of  130,410/.  worth  of  wool  and  hair,  which  represents  the 
total  value  of  imports  during  1891,  about  33,413/.  was  in  raw 
material.  The  principal  importations  from  Great  Britain  were 
woollen  yarns  for  3,871/.,  Orleans,  lustres,  merinos,  &c.,  for  1,788/., 
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and  cloth  clothes  for  2,791 /.  Our  total  shows  a slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  there  being  an  improvement  in  almost  all 
woollen  goods  with  the  exception  of  Orleans,  lustres,  and  analogous 
articles.  There  was  also  a new  importation  of  about  200/.  worth 
of  British  flannels. 

Austria-Hungary  sent  for  over  84,000/.  of  all  sorts  of  woollen 
goods,  Bulgaria  for  6,000/.,  chiefly  in  raw  wool  and  coarse  home- 
spuns, Germany  for  over  15,000/.  of  yarns,  clothes,  flannels, 

Orleans,  lustres,  merinos,  &c. ; Roumania  for  nearly  8,000/. 
worth  of  raw  material,  and  Turkey  for  between  6,000/.  and 
7,000/.  Importations  from  France  and  Switzerland  were  small, 
and  consisted  mostly  of  the  finer  tissues,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
latter  country,  of  flannels. 

There  was,  on  the  whole,  an  increase  in  the  importations  of 
raw  wool,  clothes,  coarse  homespuns,  carpets,  druggets,  barege, 
blondes,  gauzes,  &c.,  and  a decrease  in  yarns,  rugs,  Orleans,  lustres, 
merinos,  and  plush.  The  total  increase,  as  compared  with  1890, 
amounted  to  41,820/. 

The  value  of  timber  and  wooden  articles  imported  was  Timber  and 
89,738/.,  of  which  77,000/.  came  from  Austria-Hungary.  The  wooden 
principal  items  were  firewood  and  building  timber  for  about ar  1C  es* 
44,000/.,  wheelwrights’,  coopers’,  and  Cartwrights’  articles,  garden 
tools  and  ploughs,  parqueterie  and  pegs  for  nearly  6,000/. ; 
furniture  and  carved  and  upholstered  goods  for  13,175/.,  of  which 
nearly  all  was  Austrian ; nearly  4,000/.  worth  of  plaited,  woven, 
and  basket  work.  Carts,  carriages,  boats,  pontoons,  and  water- 
mills, to  the  value  of  22,175/.,  for  over  half  of  which  Austria- 
Hungary  accounts.  Italy  sent  105  railway  goods  waggons  and 
trucks,  valued  at  between  11,000/.  and  12,000/. 

The  importation  of  live-stock  was  valued  at  9,335/.,  and  Live-stock  and 
poultry  over  400/.  Of  this,  Austria-Hungary  accounts  for  over  anl“al 
5,000/.,  and  Turkey  for  nearly  4,000/.  pro  uce* 

The  importation  of  fresh  fish  had  somewhat  increased,  but  Salt  fish, 
that  of  dried  and  salted  fish  had  decreased  by  over  12,000/.  The 
falling  off  in  Russian  fish  amounted  to  nearly  10,000/.  Austria 
is  the  chief  vendor  of  dried  and  salted  fish,  but  Italy  has  begun 
to  do  business  with  Servia  in  this  article. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  farm  produce  imported  came  from 
Austria-Hungary,  and  is  limited  to  the  frontier  districts. 

Whilst  the  values  of  articles  classed  under  the  head  of  pro-  Provisions 
visions  and  drinks  amounted  in  1890  to  the  sum  of  28,587/.,  the  and  drinks, 
figures  for  1891  show  a total  of  17,802/.  only.  This  diminution 
is  largely  attributable  to  the  heavy  octroi  duties  applied  at  the 
end  of  1890.  The  small  British  trade  in  confectionery  has 
virtually  disappeared,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Germany,  all 
foreign  countries  have  a loss  to  record  ; the  latter  country  has, 
thanks  to  her  sales  of  beer,  an  increase  in  her  favour.  The  bulk 
of  the  trade  in  provisions  and  drinks  is  in  the  hands  of  Austria- 
Hungary,  whose  total  amounted  to  14,557 /.  Wine  and  chick- 
peas form  the  chief  item  of  imports  from  Turkey,  and  sardines 
and  cheese  from  Switzerland,  but  the  values  of  these  are  trifling. 
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6 SERVJA. 

On  the  list  of  beverages,  red  wine  and  vinegar  are  the  only  items 
which  show  an  increase. 

Minerals,  pottery,  and  glass  were  imported  to  the  value  of 
88,456/.,  or  rather  more  than  9,000/.  in  excess  of  the  importation 
during  1890.  Of  this,  Austria-Hungary  sent  for  48,474/., 
chiefly  in  salt,  coal,  mill-stones,  earthenware,  crockery  and  glass, 
bricks  and  tiles.  Salt  from  Roumania  was  valued  at  33,000/., 
small  amounts  of  sea  salt  coming  from  Turkey  and  Italy.  British 
trade  is  confined  to  small  quantities  of  glass  and  porcelain. 
Germany  had  improved  her  position  as  regards  coal,  whetstones, 
and  porcelain,  but  had  lost  ground  in  glass. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  the  importation  of  coal  will  be  con- 
siderably lessened  in  the  future  by  the  opening  out  and  developing 
of  the  Government  mine  at  Senie,  of  which  mention  is  made  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 

There  was  a hardly  noticeable  increase  in  the  importation  of 
British  metals.  Belgian  metals,  after  making  a resolute  fight 
during  the  last  few  years,  have  again  decreased  in  favour  of 
Germany,  whose  total  for  1891  amounted  to  52,593/.,  or  nearly 
double  her  previous  year’s  figures.  The  result  of  her  energy  and 
low  railway  tariffs  are  visible  in  all  iron  and  steel  goods. 

Very  little  raw  material  is  imported  into  Servia,  the  total 
amount  for  the  year  being  valued  at  a little  over  1,000/. 

Wrought  and  pulled  iron  in  strips  and  bars  was  imported  to 
the  value  of  34,664/.,  or  nearly  9,000/.  more  than  during  the  pre- 
ceding year;  22,473/.  of  this  came  from  Austria-Hungary, 
1,536/.  from  Belgium,  1,142/.  from  England,  1,166/.  from  Bosnia, 
and  8,346/.  from  Germany;  Great  Britain  is  the  only  country 
which  has  a loss  to  record  under  this  head,  our  business,  small  as 
it  was,  being  below  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

Railway  lines  and  girders  amounted  to  7,000/.,  a considerable 
decrease  on  previous  importations.  Germany  secured  nearly  the 
whole  of  these. 

The  entire  value  of  plate-iron  and  wire  imported  was  reckoned 
at  nearly  10,000/.  Great  Britain  did  somewhat  better  in  these 
articles,  though  our  business  is  scarcely  worth  mentioning,  being 
under  1,500/. 

Unfinished  ploughshares  and  coulters,  to  the  amount  of  1,133/., 
nearly  all  came  from  Austria-Hungary. 

Nails,  hooks,  rivets,  pegs,  clamps,  &c.,  were  purchased  to  the 
amount  of  20,372/.,  more  than  half  coming  from  Austria-Hungary. 
A small  interest  in  this  trade  is  assigned  to  Great  Britain  and 
France ; it  is  only  about  100/.  in  each  case.  Germany  had 
nearly  doubled  her  business,  and  Belgium  had  improved  her 
position. 

The  importation  of  shoes  for  horses  and  cattle  fell  off,  trade 
with  Germany  having  ceased,  or  been  partly  transferred  to  Great 
Britain,  who  is  accredited  with  having  sent  134/.  worth  of  horse 
shoes  in  1891. 

Finished  ploughs  and  coulters  nearly  all  came  from  Austria- 
Hungary,  as  did  spades,  shovels,  picks,  forks,  rakes,  scythes,  &c., 
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the  total  importation  of  the  latter  implements  being  valued  at 
over  4,000/.  The  importation  of  these  tools  from  Great  Britain 
has  almost  ceased,  owing  chiefly  to  the  unwillingness  of  our  agricultural 
manufacturers  to  trade  on  the  Servian  terms  of  credit.  Our  implements, 
place  has  been  taken  by  Germany. 

Boilers,  coppers,  pans,  axles,  and  chains  came  chiefly  from 
Austria-Hungary,  and  were  valued  at  7,453/.  Winnowing 
machines  and  machines  for  cleaning  maize  were  imported  to  a 
small  extent  from  Austria,,  and  Germany  has  begun  to  do  a little 
business  in  these  articles. 

Locksmiths’,  tinsmiths’,  and  plumbers’  wares  were  imported  Locksmiths’ 
to  the  value  of  66,715/.  wares. 

Germany  sent  14,910/.  worth  of  water-pipes  for  Belgrade.  Water-pipes. 

The  importation  of  lead  in  bars  and  rolls  came  to  less  than  Lead  and 
500/.,  and  that  of  zinc  to  about  1,452/.  Of  this  over  800/.  came  zinc, 
from  Germany,  and  the  rest  from  Austria.  Lead,  worked  up 
into  cartridges,  shot,  pipes,  type,  &c.,  amounted  to  2,099/. 

The  amount  of  Britannia  metal  imported  from  Great  Britain  Britannia 
amounted  to  between  500/.  and  600/.,  a decrease  on  previous  metal, 
importations.  The  total  coming  from  all  countries  was  reckoned 
at  1,465/. 

Of  a total  importation  of  12,924/.  worth  of  copper  in  bars,  copper  and 
rods,  strips,  &c.,  and  copper-ware,  Austria-Hungary  sent  for  copper 
11,903/.,  and  Great  Britain  and  Germany  for  386/.  and  491/.  articles, 
respectively. 

Nearly  8,000/.  worth  cf  brass  (unworked  or  wrought  into  Brass, 
various  articles)  was  imported,  of  which  7,000/.  worth  came 
from  Austria-Hungary,  and  the  remainder  from  Germany  and 
Turkey. 

The  importation  of  German  silver  and  nickel  had  not  varied,  German  silver 
about  1,000/.  worth  having  come  from  Austria-Hungary.  and  nickel. 

The  importation  of  hides,  rubber,  gutta-percha,  and  oilcloths  Hides, 
was  valued  altogether  at  162,439/.,  showing  an  increase  as  com-  rubber,  &c. 
pared  with  the  preceding  year  of  52,399 /.  Italy,  Turkey,  and 

Switzerland  were  losers  to  a small  extent,  whilst  other  countries 
had  somewhat  improved  their  business  in  these  articles.  British 
trade  had  increased  to  the  extent  of  7,000/.,  and  importations  from 
Germany  had  nearly  doubled. 

Raw  hides  (ox,  horse,  and  sheep  ) amounted  to  51,934/.,  of  Raw  hides, 
which  America,  Austria-Hungary,  Germany,  and  Great  Britain 
sent  for  19,315/.,  18,392/.,  7,716/.,  and  2,593/.  respectively.  Our 
sales  of  ox  and  horse  hides  were  slightly  below  the  amounts  for 
1890. 

Dressed  hides  were  valued  at  31,420/.,  of  which  2,358/.  were  Dressed 
British  horse  and  cow  hides,  an  item  which  did  not  appear  amongst llide8- 
British  articles  imported  in  1890.  The  total  importation  of  dressed 
hides  had  increased  by  30,206/.  American  hides  were  valued  at 
7,735/.,  and  Austria,  who  sent  for  884/.  only  in  1890,  in  the  year 
under  notice  sent  up  to  the  value  of  13,645/  Germany  also,  who 
was  credited  with  only  329/.  worth  of  dressed  hides  in  1890,  sent 
for  6,000/.  in  1891.  A few  100/.  worth  also  came  from  Italy. 
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Raw  and  dressed  skins  of  wild  animals  form  a small  importa- 
tion to  the  value  of  a little  over  2,000/.,  which  is  divided  between 
Austria  and  Germany. 

The  importation  of  leather  was  as  follows 


Description. 

Value. 

£ 

Sandal  leather  . . 

566 

Sole  leather..  .. 

29,870 

Saddlers’ leathers  .. 

15,597 

Calf,  cowhide,  shagreen,  and  waterproofed 

20,514 

Morocco  and  other  similar  leathers,  dyed  and 

undyed  . . 

4,181 

Lacquered  and  bronzed  . . 

1,054 

America  sent  about  400/.  worth  of  sandal  leather ; Austria- 
Hungary,  51,69 6/.  worth  of  all  sorts  ; Greece  between  200/.  and 
300/.  worth  of  sole  leather ; Great  Britain,  8,893/.  worth  of  sole 
leather,  and  2,261/.  worth  of  other  sorts ; Italy,  between  800/. 
and  900/.  worth  of  sole  and  shoe  leather;  and  Germany  about 
5,923/.  worth.  French  dressed  leathers  were  valued  at  over 
1,000/. 

Rubber  and  guttapercha  were  imported  in  very  small  quan- 
tities, i.e.j  raw  material,  421/. ; rubber  slabs  and  tubing,  369/. ; 
wrought  into  tissues  and  coated  over  (with  the  exception  of 
clothes),  1,984/. ; and  oilcloths,  1,537/. 

The  value  of  importations  of  groceries  and  southern  fruits  fell 
from  164,766/.  in  1890  to  146,023/.  in  the  year  under  notice. 
This  loss  has  been  principally  borne  by  American,  Austro- 
Hungarian,  German,  and  Roumanian  produce.  Southern  fruits, 
such  as  oranges,  lemons,  figs,  cocoa  and  other  nuts,  dates,  almonds, 
raisins,  &c.,  were  valued  at  6,775/.,  and  came  chiefly  from  Italy, 
Turkey,  and  Greece. 

The  value  of  pepper  and  spices  amounted  to  4,399/.,  the  bulk 
being  from  Turkey.  The  value  of  British  pepper  has  fallen  to 

I, 004/. 

Raw  coffee  was  imported  to  the  amount  of  52,201/.,  being  a 
few  thousand  pounds  in  excess  of  the  previous  year’s  importation ; 
of  this  8,267/.  represents  the  value  of  British  coffee,  an  item 
which  is  nearly  four  times  higher  than  in  1890.  Less  American 
coffee  was  imported  by  12,624 /. 

Sugar  to  the  value  of  59,663/.  was  almost  all  imported  from 
Austria-Hungary.  The  burden  of  the  octroi  dues  had  diminished 
the  importation  of  this  commodity  by  17,520/.  Between  400/. 
and  500/.  worth  of  British  sugar  and  about  300/.  worth  of 
molasses  found  their  way  into  the  country.  The  importation  of 
German  sugar  had  decreased. 

The  rice  imported  in  1891  was  valued  at  16,351/.,  as  against 
18,388/.  in  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  British  rice  fell  from 

II, 980/.  to  9,494/.  Austrian  and  Italian  rice  also  show  a decrease, 
being  valued  at  1,910/.  and  2,848/.  respectively.. 


BELGRADE 


9 


The  value  of  pitch  and  gums  were  estimated  at  5,426/.  This  pitch  and 
importation  comprises  resin,  pitch,  Burgundy  pitch,  asphalte,  gums, 
incense,  myrrh,  and  some  finer  gums.  Great  Britain  is  credited  Asphalt, 
with  4,290/.  worth,  of  which  the  chief  item  was  asphalte. 

Drugs,  chemicals,  and  colours  were  valued  at  60,765/.,  being  Drugs, 
15,178/.  in  excess  of  the  figures  for  the  previous  year.  British  ^1e“^als>  and 
and  F rench  articles  showed  a falling-off,  whilst  most  other  countries, 
notably  Austria,  Italy,  Germany,  and  Russia,  had  improved  their 
position.  Our  largest  item  was  indigo,  which  was  valued  at 
1,663/.  We  also  sent  small  quantities  of  common  soda,  herbs, 
sugar  of  lead,  and  cochineal. 

Tea,  which  used  to  be  classed  under  the  head  of  groceries,  is  Tea  classed  as 
placed  in  the  Servian  statistics  for  1891  under  that  of  drugs  and  a drug, 
chemicals,  owing  perhaps  to  the  extremely  high  price  of  the 
commodity  and  to  the  fact  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  look  upon 
it  as  a beverage  to  be  used  only  in  times  of  illness.  The  value  of 
the  total  amount  imported  did  not  exceed  625/. 

Amongst  other  articles  of  import  are  acids  and  salts,  to  the 
amount  of  1,132/. ; saltpetre,  4,200/.  ; litharge,  1,025/.  ; green 
vitriol,  2,232/. ; soda,  1,702/. ; hydraulic  lime  and  cement,  4,913/. ; 
various  made-up  medicines,  6,764/.;  caps  and  fuses  for  guns  and 
cannon,  2,735/.;  matches,  6,690/.;  starch,  2,222/. 

The  value  of  unmade-up  dyes  amounted  to  8,297/.,  and  made-  Dyes, 
up  dyes  to  7,686/.  Amongst  the  former  was  509/.  worth  of 
cochineal,  and  2,50 6/.  of  indigo.  Of  these  Austria-Hungary  pro- 
vided the  greater  proportion,  Germany  contributing  to  the  extent 
of  3,000/. 

Many  of  the  articles  classed  under  “ fatty  produce  ” being  Fatty 
subject  to  octroi  dues,  there  was  a falling-off  in  the  importation  produce, 
to  the  amount  of  26,970/.  The  decrease  in  the  value  of  importa- 
tions from  Great  Britain  was  no  less,  than  18,327/.  The  total 
value  of  importations  was  80,574/. 

Olive  and  other  table  oils  were  valued  at  21,954/.,  or  less  than  Table  oils, 
half  the  amount  imported  in  1890.  Of  this  7,935/.  represented 
the  value  of  British  (principally  cotton)  oil,  of  which  26,119/ 
worth  had  been  imported  in  1890.  Other  countries  sent  for  the 
following  values: — Austria-Hungary,  7,786/.;  Turkey,  Greece, 
and  Italy,  for  1,987/.,  1,547/.,  and  1,390/.  respectively. 

Cocoa,  palm,  and  linseed  oils  were  imported  to  the  value  of  Cocoa,  palm, 
4,955/.  Of  this  1,000/.  was  for  British  oils,  the  remainder  beino*  and  linseed 
Austrian.  ° oils- 

Of  3,220/.  worth  of  turpentine  and  varnish,  Austria  sent  Turpentine 
for  2,214/.,  and  Germany  for  500/.  British  trade  is  almost  and  varnish, 
nil. 

Refined  petroleum  was  imported  to  the  value  of  1,474/.,  and  Petroleum, 
unrefined  to  the  value  of  26,799/.,  being  a decrease  on  the 
previous  year’3  figures.  This  is  nearly  all  Russian. 

The  value  of  other  mineral  oils  for  technical  purposes 
amounted  to  1,373/. 

Glycerine,  wax,  stearine,  and  paraffin  were  valued  at  6,351/.  Animal  and 
Of  these  nearly  the  whole  came  from  Austria-Hungary.  fish  fats- 
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Soap. 
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Machinery, 
instruments, 
and  arms. 
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and 

locomobile 

engines. 

Machinery. 


Agricultural 
and  industrial 
implements, 
&c. 

Sewing 
machines. 
Scientific  and 
musical 
instruments. 

Arms: 

revolvers. 


Cotton,  hemp, 
flax,  and 
other  textiles. 


Law  cotton. 


Cotton  waste. 
Cotton  yarns. 


The  value  of  common  unscented  soaps  was  estimated  at 
3,914/.,  and  scented  at  1,544/.,  against  7,023/.  and  5,440/.  in  1890. 

The  value  of  the  importation  of  stearine  and  paraffin  candles 
came  to  8,372/. 

The  value  of  the  importation  of  machinery,  instruments,  and 
arms  fell  between  2,000/.  and  3,000/.  short  of  the  previous  year’s 
figures.  The  total  amounted  to  53,574/. 

The  value  of  locomotive  and  locomobile  engines  is  given  at 
4,402/.,  or  less  than  a third  of  the  importation  in  1890.  Loco- 
motives came  exclusively  from  Germany.  Austria  is  credited  with 
portions  of  boilers  to  the  value  of  3,400/. 

Machinery  and  parts  of  machinery  for  mills,  boats,  mines, 
baths,  and  factories  amounted  to  26,387/.  Of  this  Austria- 
Hungary  sent  for  the  value  of  16,328/.  and  Germany  for  7,82 51. 
The  latter  country  seems  to  have  met  with  a fair  amount  of 
success  in  pushing  these  articles,  as  her  sales  during  1890  were 
valued  at  560/.  only.  Belgium  trade  has  declined.- 

Of  a total  importation  of  2,403/.  worth  of  agricultural  and 
industrial  implements  and  machines,  1,483/.  yvas  for  sewing 
machines,  of  which  Great  Britain  and  Germany  sent  for  under 
1,000/. 

Astronomical,  surgical  and  scientific  instruments  came  almost 
exclusively  from  Austria  and  Germany,  and  were  valued  at 
3,123/. ; musical  instruments  at  3,138/. 

Arms  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  revolvers,  came  from 
Austria,  Germany,  and  Belgium ; their  total  value  amounted  to 
5,111/.,  of  which  3,555/.  were  for  revolvers. 

The  importation  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax  and  other  textiles 
reached  a total  of  343,550/.,  being  an  increase  of  37,638/.  on  the 
figures  for  1890.  Of  this,  131,948/.  represents  the  value  of 
British,  and  159,359/.  of  Austro-Hungarian  trade. 

Of  a total  of  22,897 /.  worth  of  raw  cotton,  Austria-Hungary 
provided  to  the  amount  of  3,143/.  and  Great  Britain  to  the 
amount  of  18,636/.  Our  trade  in  raw  cotton  during  1890  was 
estimated  at  1,664/.  only — there  was  therefore  an  increase  in  our 
favour  in  1891  to  the  amount  of  16,972/.  Raw  cotton  is  exten- 
sively employed  in  Servia  for  lining  peasants’  coats  and  bed  quilts. 
A small  amount  was  also  imported  from  Turkey,  Germany, 
Bulgaria  and  Switzerland.  Nearly  5,347/.  worth  of  cotton  waste 
came  from  Austria. 

The  importation  of  cotton  yarns  during  1891  included  bleached 
and  unbleached  yarns  to  the  value  of  81,512/.,  of  which  our  share 
was  54,653/.  and  Austria-Hungary’s  25,722 /.  Compared  with 
the  previous  year  our  trade  in  these  yarns  had  diminished  by 
20,311/.  This  loss  has  been  explained  as  being  the  result  of  a 
combination  on  the  part  of  Belgrade  buyers  to  resist  the  higher 
prices  imposed  by  the  British  producers  of  a special  yarn  which 
had  secured  a temporary  monopoly  on  the  Servian  market.  Com- 
peting yarns  not  having  then  worked  their  way  into  general 
favour,  the  protesting  purchasers  were  forced  to  abstain  altogether 
from  sending  orders. 
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Dyed  yarns  were  estimated  at  12,956/.,  of  which  8,418/.  Dyed  yarns 
came  from  Austria-Hungary,  and  4,135/.  from  Great  Britain. 

The  small  quantities  of  German,  Italian  and  Swiss  dyed  yarns  had 
still  further  decreased. 

Much  injury  has  been  inflicted  on  our  trade  in  yarns  by  the  Short  reeling 
action  of  certain  foreign  competitors  who  have  introduced  what  is  frauds- 
known  as  the  “ short  reeling  ” fraud.  Their  yarns,  which  are  more 
coarsely  spun  than  ours,  contain,  in  some  cases,  50,400  yards  to 
the  5 lb.  bundle  instead  of  67,200  yards,  but,  being  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  genuine  article,  are  imposed  upon  the  unfortunate 
purchaser  as  of  full  length.  Under  the  system  of  “ad  valorem  99 
duties  these  yarns  were  taxed  on  the  declarations  of  value  made 
by  the  importers  who,  paying  less  at  the  customs  and  profiting 
to  the  extent  of  16,800  yards  per  bundle  were  easily  able  to 
undersell  legitimate  traders.  The  Servian  authorities  are  fully 
cognisant  of  these  abuses,  but  it  is  considered  that  the  remedy 
will  be  found  in  the  application  of  the  new  Customs  Tariff  of  the 
Treaty  with  Austria.  Under  this  tariff  goods  now  pay  a specific 
duty  by  weight  in  place  of  the  old  u ad  valorem”  charges. 

Knitting  threads  and  sewings  were  valued  at  16,028/.  distri-  Thread 
buted  as  follows  : — Austrian,  9,354/. ; British,  4,932/. ; and  sewings. 
German,  1,261/. ; the  small  remainder  coming  from  Belgium  and 
Italy. 

Unbleached  and  undyed  tissues  had  increased  to  the  value  of  Cotton  tissues. 
14,751/.,  of  this,  Great  Britain  sent  for  10,699/.  against  6,826/. 
in  1890,  Austrian  nnd  German  tissues,  the  importation  of  which 
had  also  increased,  amounted  to  4,849/.  Trade  in  these  tissues 
is  virtually  confined  to  three  countries  above  named. 

Fustians,  kalmucs,  and  similar  coarse  materials  were  valued  at  Fustians, 
27,524/.,  of  which  19,809/.  came  from  Austria-Hungary  and  kalmucs,  &e. 
5,520/.  from  Germany.  The  latter  country  is  improving  her 
trade  in  these  goods,  of  which  Great  Britain  sends  for  under 
1,000/. 

Rugs,  coverlets,  tickings,  linings  and  table  - covers  were  im-  Rugs, 
ported  to  the  value  of  10,104/.  Nearly  all  these  came  from  }J®^lnJ8^c 
Austria-Hungary.  Our  largest  item  was  table'covers  to  the  value  British  table 
of  1,282/.  covers. 

The  importation  of  kerchiefs  and  fichus  amounted  to  23,666/. ; Kerchiefs  and 
with  the  exception  of  about  500/.  worth  of  neck  cloths  and  fichus, 
pocket  handkerchiefs,  Great  Britain  has  no  share  in  this  trade. 

After  Austria,  who  supplied  to  the  value  of  over  10,000/., 

Switzerland  is  the  chief  provider  of  this  class  of  goods,  her  sales  Swiss  goods, 
to  Servia  being  valued  at  over  8,000/.  Imports  from  Germany 
were  under  2,000/. 

Oxfords,  twills,  canvas,  and  similar  bleached,  dyed  and  striped  Oxfords, 
materials  form,  next  to  yarns,  the  most  important  item  of  our  twills,  canvas, 
trade.  The  total  importation  was  valued  at  61,990/.  Of  this,  &c> 

27,739 /.  were  for  British  goods,  20,778 /.  for  Austro-Hungarian, 

3,67 61.  for  German,  and  about  2,700/.  for  Turkish  and  Swiss. 

Cotton  velvets  and  plushes  were  imported  in  small  quantities  Cotton 
from  Austria,  Great  Britain  and  Germany,  but  the  united  total  velvets  and 
did  not  reach  4,000/.  Plushes- 
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SERVIA. 


Jaconets, 
mull,  &c. 

Gauze, 
lace,  &c. 

Hemp,  flax, 
and  other 
textiles. 
Tissues. 


Sacking. 


Coarse  cloth 
Jute  sacks. 


Bed-ticking, 

cambrics, 

holland, 

liniugs, 

cordage. 

Silk  tissues. 

Fancy  goods. 


Personal 

ornaments. 


Cutlery. 


Ready-made 
clothing, 
embroidery, 
and  knitted 
goods. 


Hats. 


Pipings, 

embroidery. 


Jaconets,  leno  muslins,  mull  and  other  finer  open  woof  tissues 
to  the  value  of  7,653/.,  nearly  all  came  from  Austria. 

Gauzes,  blondes,  tulle  and  lace  were  also  of  small  value,  and 
the  import  is  decreasing. 

Servia  as  a hemp  growing  country  imports  little  raw  material 
or  yarn. 

The  total  value  of  hemp  or  flax  tissues  came  to  39,690/.,  being 
an  increase  of  over  10,000/.,  as  compared  with  the  previous  ye4r. 
Our  interest  in  these  articles  was  barely  over  4,000/. 

Thick  and  coarse  materials  for  woolsacks  and  made-up  sacks 
were  imported  to  the  value  of  7,702/.,  of  which  the  bulk  came 
from  Austria-Hungary.  Coarse  material  for  peasants’  clothes,  to 
the  amount  of  4,166/.,  came  from  Austria  and  Italy.  The  impor- 
tation of  coarse  cloth  for  soldiers’  clothes  was  valued  at  slightly 
over  5,000/. 

Jute  sacking  was  valued  at  1,342/.,  and  sacks  at  10,017/.,  our 
share  of  this  trade  being  1,200/.  I am  informed  that  certain 
Dundee  manufacturers  have  at  last  consented  to  improve  the 
stitching  of  their  sacks,  and  there  is  therefore  room  to  hope  that 
we  may  in  time  recover  our  former  position  with  regard  to  this 
article. 

Other  articles  imported  were  : bed  ticking  and  mattress 
canvas,  5,835/. ; cambrics  and  holland,  740/.  ; and  various 
materials  for  linings,  5,000/.;  cordage,  halters  and  nets,  6,188/. 

Silk  and  half  silk  tissues  were  imported  to  the  value  of  13,092/., 
and  silk  and  half  silk  velvets  to  the  value  of  4,703/. ; ribbons,  open 
woof  materials  and  lace,  6,561/. 

Under  the  head  of  fancy  goods  are  included  personal  orna- 
ments, clocks,  watches,  turnery,  cutlery,  pipes,  cigar  and  cigarette 
holders,  toys,  purses  and  haberdashery.  The  total  importation 
had  increased  to  75,802/.  Of  this,  Austria-Hungary  sent  for 
55,125/.  and  Germany  for  16,168/.  The  value  of  personal 
ornaments  imported  was  estimated  at  25,542/.,  an  increase  of 
15,534/.  over  the  figures  for  the  previous  year. 

The  importation  of  cutlery  is  very  small,  though  increasing. 
It  amounted,  in  1891,  to  a trifle  over  4,000/.,  and  of  this  scarcely 
any  was  British. 

Beady-made  clothing,  embroidery  and  knitted  goods  at 
145,950/.,  or  an  increase  of  about  40,000/.  Of  this,  Austria- 
Hungary  accounted  for  129,329/.,  Italy  and  Germany  for  over 
11,000/,  and  Great  Britain  for  2,222 Z.  The  principal  articles 
were  finer  cotton  and  woollen  clothing  to  the  amount  of  50,986/  * 
and  underclothing,  13,509/. 

Hats  of  coarse  felt  and  other  common  materials  were  valued  at 
5,881/,  and  hats  of  superior  quality  at  12,638/.  Great  Britain 
sent  a little  over  1,000/.  worth  of  the  commoner  sort,  and  Austria 
about  15,000/.  of  all  kinds.  Common  straw  hats  are  mostly 
brought  from  Austria  and  Germany,  whilst  Italy  does  a small 
trade  in  the  finer  goods. 

About  6,000/.  worth  of  pipings,  trimmings  and  embroidery 
were  imported. 
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Boots  and  shoes  and  saddlery  were  valued  at  20,160/.  and  Boots  and 
6,914/.  respectively.  saddlery. 


Exports. 


Servian  exports  in  1891,  as  shown  by  the  following  table, 
were  valued  at  2,091,193/. : — 


Country. 

Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

^Austria-Hungary  .. 

1,575,880 

1,825,310 

^America  . . . . 

3,193 

• » 

Belgium 

960 

Bosnia  . . 

17,190 

6,431 

Bulgaria 

32,306 

23,021 

** — ^Great  Britain  . . 

8,395 

218 

Italy 

777 

14 

— Germany  . . . • 

32,456 

40,071 

Roumania  .. 

11,077 

33,346 

’""'^Russia 

, # 

65 

Turkey 

133,535 

140,844 

^France 

14,109 

18,668 

Switzerland  .. 

3,697 

2,242 

Other  States 

•• 

3 

— Total  .. 

1,833,615 

2,091,193 

There  was  a very  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  agricultural  Agricultural 
and  garden , produce  exported  from  Servia  in  1891.  The  total  and  garden 
value  is  given  as  1,004,122/.,  the  increase  compared  with  the  produce, 
previous  year  being  265,720/. 

The  export  of  wheat  was  86,202  tons,  valued  at  586,176/. ; Qereais 
rye,  8,492  tons,  valued  at  50,951/.;  maize,  39,729  tons,  valued  quantity  and 
at  163,163/.;  barley,  7,740  tons,  valued  at  34,056/.  The  in- ▼alue 
creased  value  was — wheat,  271,571/.;  rye,  16,219/.;  maize,  exPorted* 
139,427/. ; and  barley,  14,278/.  There  was  a falling-off  of  about 
8,000/.  in  the  value  of  oats  exported,  the  total  exportation  of  this 
cereal  being  estimated  at  31,710/. 

The  increase  in  the  value  of  all  cereals  exported  (owing  to  increase  in 
scarcity  and  high  prices  abroad)  was  over  430,000/.,  and  had  this  value  of  all 
not  been  counterbalanced  by  a great  falling-off  in  the  export  of  cereals 
that  staple  Servian  article,  prunes,  the  year  1891  would  have  ®gj™rte(1  in 
been  one  of  altogether  remarkable  prosperity.  Plums,  however,  ^ailure  of 
suffered  so  severely  from  a visitation  of  caterpillars  that  the  piums. 
value  of  exports  fell  from  291,960/.  to  120,923/. 

Cereals  to  the  value  of  751,552 /.  were  exported  in  1891  to  Cereals 
Austria-Hungary,  84,212/.  to  Turkey,  small  quantities  to  where 
Roumania  and  Bulgaria,  and  about  22,1 14/.  worth  of  wheat  and  exported. 
2,232/.  of  maize  to  France. 
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SERVIA. 


Vegetables 
and  fruit. 
Rape,  hay, 
straw,  &c. 


Returns  of 
grain  harvest 
for  1892. 


Area  of  grain 
cultivation. 


Amount 

cultivated 


Value 

cultivated. 


The  value  of  vegetables,  fruit  (other  than  plums),  and  walnuts 
exported  amounted  to  12,802 /. ; of  vetches,  hempseed,  rape,  hay, 
straw,  and  reeds  to  1,192/. ; flour,  of  which  France  and  Belgium 
took  the  greater  part,  to  5,842/. ; tobacco  and  cigarettes  to  over 
1,000/. 

The  returns  of  the  harvest  in  1892  represent  the  quantity  of 
cereals  as  satisfactory,  but  the  quality  as  falling  far  below  the 
average.  According  to  official  calculations  the  average  yield  of 
wheat  per  acre  is  8 cwts.  2 qrs. ; barley,  8 cwts.  5 qrs. ; oats, 
6 cwts.  3 qrs. ; rye,  7 cwts.  3 qrs. ; maize,  9 cwts.  4 qrs.  16  lbs. 

The  best  wheat  came  from  the  Timok  Valley  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Schabatz  and  from  the  Morava  Valley  district 
between  Jagodina  and  Nisch. 

Rye  prospers  test  around  Jagodina,  Vranja,  and  Pirot. 

Of  all  cereals  maize  was  that  which  yielded  the  best  results 
in  1892. 

The  superficial  area*  under  cultivation  was  as  follows : — 


Description. 

Area. 

Acres. 

Wheat  . . 

637,260 

Barley  . , 

214,890 

Oats  . • 

180,310 

Rye 

185,250 

Maize  .. 

963,300 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

2,181,010 

The  entire  production  throughout  the  country  is  reckoned  at — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Wheat  . . 

Tons. 

296,700 

Barley  . . 

107,880 

Oats 

70,810 

Rye 

81,000 

Maize  . . 

530,400 

Total  . . 

..  ! 

1 

1,086,790 

The  value  of  the  whole  production  was — 


# The  area  of  grain  cultivation  is  said  to  have  increased  20  per  cent,  since 
1891,  but  this  estimate  is  probably  exaggerated. 
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Description. 

Value. 

£ 

Wheat . . 

• • • • 

1,780,200 

Barley  . . 

345,216 

Oats  . o 

226,592 

Rye 

« • • • 

% 9 

388,800 

Maize  .. 

1,272,960 

Total  .. 

4,013,768 

The  average  price  of  cereals  per  ton  franco  lighter  at  Belgrade  Average 


was — 


prices. 


Description. 

From — 

To 

>— 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

£ s.  d. 

Fr. 

c. 

*3 

09 

Fr. 

c. 

Wheat  . . 

6 14  10 

181 

0 

7 15  8 

209 

0 

Bye  . . 

6 2 6 

164 

50 

7 3 4 

192 

50 

Barley  .. 

3 15  2 

101 

0 

5 18 

136 

50 

Maize  . . 

3 18  6 

105 

50 

4 12  8 

124 

50 

Oats 

4 4 2 

113 

0 

4 18  0 

131 

50 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cereals  exported 
during  1892  in  tons: — 


Description. 

Destination. 

Hungary. 

Germany 
via  Passau. 

W estern 
Europe,  vid 
Ristovatz, 
Salonica. 

Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat  . . 

70,000 

6,000 

14,000 

90,000 

Rye 

4,500 

2,500 

2,000 

9,000 

Barley  . . 

3,500 

1,000 

4,500 

Maize  . . 

6,500 

3,500 

10,000 

Oats 

3,000 

500 

500 

4,000 

Total  . . 

87,500 

13,500 

16,500 

117,500 

The  small  exportation  of  wool  and  hair  had  decreased  to  Wool  and 
3,9 16/.,  there  being  a falling-off  of  over  3,000/.  in  the  export  of  hair, 
raw  sheep’s  wool.  A few  carpets  and  rugs  are  sent  to  Turkey, 
but  this  trade  is  almost  exclusively  carried  on  with  Austria- 
Hungary. 

The  value  of  timber  and  wooden  articles  exported  is  reckoned  Timber,  wood, 
at  54,947/.,  a falling-off  of  23,089/.  from  the  figures  for  1890.  and  wooden 
fL628)  b 


articles. 
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SEUVIA. 


Cask  staves. 


Live  stock  and 

farm 

produce. 


Poultry  and 
turkeys. 


Provisions 
and  drinks. 


# 


Amongst  the  exports  was  1,419/.  worth  of  walnut-wood,  and 
7,206/.  worth  of  building  timber. 

Cask  staves,  an  important  article  of  native  industry,  had  de- 
creased by  19,079/.,  the  total  value  exported  in  1891  being  esti- 
mated at  40,337/.  Of  these  Germany  purchased  for  2,621/. 

The  entire  amount  of  live  stock  and  farm  produce  exported 
was  valued  at  770,209/.,  which  is  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year’s  figures  of  more  than  50,000/.  Austria-Hungary  was  a 
purchaser  to  the  extent  of  743,451/. — that  is  to  say,  the  livestock 
passed  through  the  Steinbruck  market — and  Turkey,  Bosnia,  and 
Germany  to  the  extent  of  20,588/.,  2,942/.,  and  1,176/.  respec- 
tively. Exports  to  Germany  consisted  exclusively  of  salted  and 
dried  meat  and  fresh  pork  and  bacon. 


Table  showing  the  Number  and  Value  of  Live  Stock  Exported 
during  the  Years  1890-91. 


Description  of  Live  Stock. 

Number  of  Head. 

Increase  or 
Decrease  in 
Number. 

Value  in 
1891. 

Increase  or 
Decrease  in 
Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

Bulls  and  oxen 

57,962 

52,157 

— 

5,805 

374,857 

+ 

35,517 

Cows 

6,684 

6,163 

— 

521 

22,167 

_ 

7,296 

Buffaloes  

567 

1,161 

+ 

594 

5,340 

+ 

2,701 

Calves*  

324 

401 

+ 

77 

353 

+ 

111 

Horses  

1,997 

2,689 

+ 

692 

11,444 

+ 

3,856 

Mares  

991 

1,101 

+ 

110 

4,152 

+ 

720 

Foals 

133 

98 

— 

35 

134 

Mules  and  donkeys 

47 

86 

+ 

39 

164 

+ 

89 

Fat  swine  

108,789 

113,970 

+ 

5,181 

298,525 

+ 

26,160 

Lean  swine 

46,797 

25,035 

— 

21,762 

19,030 

14,312 

Porkers  up  to  22  lbs. 

249 

299 

+ 

50 

62 

+ 

10 

Bams  and  ewes  ... 

53,204 

57,916 

+ 

4,712 

19,995 

+ 

2,165 

Bucks  and  goats  ... 

8,736 

9,638 

+ 

902 

3,132 

+ 

245 

Lambs  and  kids  ... 

3,018 

3,791 

+ 

773 

746 

+ 

286 

* Mostly  under  six  months. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  exportation  of  almost  every  description  of  live  stock,  with 
the  exception  of  oxen,  which  had  diminished  by  nearly  6,000 
head.  The  value  of  the  stock  is,  however,  estimated  at  35,517/. 
greater  than  that  of  the  larger  number  exported  in  1890.  The 
average  price  of  horned  cattle,  with  the  exception  of  calves,  calcu- 
lated from  the  above  returns,  was  6/.  15s.  3 d.  per  head. 

The  value  of  poultry  and  turkeys  exported  was  2,242/.,  and 
of  fresh  and  dried  fish  and  leeches  1,566/.  Salted  and  dried 
meats,  bacon,  honey,  eggs,  feathers,  silkworms,  cocoons,  and  guts 
and  bladders  were  exported  to  the  amount  of  6,331/. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  exportation  of  commodities  classed 
under  the  head  of  provisions  and  drinks,  of  which  the  total  value 
is  reckoned  at  67,815/.  The  chief  items  were  plum  marmalade, 
to  the  value  of  24,340/.  (less  than  half  the  amount  exported  in 
1890),  sausages,  hams,  caviare,  fish  roes,  cheese,  butter,  and  fruit 
syrup,  amounting  together  to  11,022/.  Turkey  was  the  chief 
purchaser  of  these  latter  articles,  and  after  her  Austria-Hungary 
and  Bulgaria. 
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Wine  was  exported  in  the  following  quantities  : — 

Red  wine  in  barrels,  about  532,656  gallons,  valued  at 
24,211/.,  of  which  Austria-Hungary  purchased  for  20,098/.,  and 
Germany  and  Switzerland  for  1,756/.  and  1,420/.  respectively. 

France,  with  whom  trade  promised  two  years  ago  to  assume 
important  proportions,  has  found  the  Servian  wine  unsuitable, 
and  only  purchased  in  1891  to  the  value  of  396/. 

White  wine  in  barrels,  about  112,076  gallons,  valued  at  6,082/. 

Spirits  raki  *’),  valued  at  1,204/.,  of  which  the  greater  part 
went  to  Turkey,  who  also  took  small  quantities  of  beer,  vinegar, 
and  mineral  waters. 

Whilst  the  value  assigned  to  the  Servian  wines  exported  in 
1891  is  nearly  equal  that  of  1890,  the  quantity  of  red  wine  sold 
was  less,  there  having  been  a decrease  of  221,009  gallons  ; white 
wine,  on  the  contrary,  had  increased  by  110,625  gallons. 

The  surface  of  land  under  vineyard  in  1892  was — 


Description. 

Area. 

Acres. 

Healthy  vines  (about) 

27,810 

Attacked  by  phylloxera  (about) 

54,550 

Destroyed  „ „ 

24,599 

Total  . . 

106,959 

The  Servian  Government  are  arranging  for  the  plantation  of 
a considerable  tract  of  ground  near  Nisch  with  healthy  American 
vines. 

The  production  of  wine  and  must  throughout  the  country 
was — must,  14,410,000  gallons,  of  which  some  1,606,000  gallons 
were  consumed  unfermented  ; red  wine,  9,702,000  gallons  ; white 
wine,  3,091,000  gallons. 

472  tons  of  grapes  were  consumed  in  the  country.  The  average 
prices  were — 


Articles. 

Price. 

d. 

Grapes  (about) 

Per  lb. 

Of 

Must  „ 

Per  gallon  . . 

8f 

Red  wine  (about)  . . 

» • • 

9 

White  „ „ 

91  • • 

10 

The  value  of  the  whole  production  was — 


B 2 


Wine. 


(1628) 
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SERVIA. 


Minerals. 


Metals. 


Hides  and 
leather. 


Hemp  and 
flax. 


Articles. 


Value. 


£ 


Grapes  consumed 

• • 

3,776 

Must  „ 

, # 

, , 

58,400 

Red  wine 

406,180 

White  wine  . . 

134,880 

Total  . . 

603,236 

Servia  exported  minerals  to  the  value  of  20,406 Z.  Of  this 
18,970/.  represented  the  value  of  coal  in  briquettes,  of  which  the 
major  portion  went  to  Roumania,  Bulgaria  also  taking  a certain 
quantity.  About  2,000Z.  worth  of  common  undressed  building 
and  paving  stone  was  exported  to  Austria-Hungary,  and  slightly 
over  1,000/.  worth  of  coal  and  lignite. 

The  value  of  Servian  exports  in  metals  was  12,845/.,  of  which 
nearly  the  whole  was  taken  by  Austria-Hungary.  Copper,  the 
principal  item,  was  valued  at  9,488/.,  besides  about  2,000/.  worth 
of  old  useless  copper.  Quicksilver  and  antimony  were  also  ex- 
ported to  the  value  of  3,308/.  and  860/. 

Exports  of  hides  and  leather  showed  a slight  increase.  Austria- 
Hungary  purchased  nearly  the  whole  of  the  97,597/.  worth  of 
raw  sheep,  goat  and  lambskins,  which  represents  the  value  of  the 
trade,  Germany  and  France  taking  to  the  amount  of  17,368/.  and 
1,610/.  each.  There  was  scarcely  any  export  of  larger  hides. 

The  value  of  hemp  and  flax  sent  abroad  was  39,124/.  Picked 
hemp,  of  which  Turkey  was  the  chief  purchaser,  amounted  to 
4,635/. ; cordage,  halters,  and  other  ropework  to  34,334/.,  there 
being  a decrease  of  6,000/.  in  the  latter  articles,  of  which  Turkey 
purchased  for  17,966/.,  Bulgaria  for  12,153/.,  and  Austria  and 
Bosnia  for  4,137/. 


Transit. 


The  value  of  the  transit  trade  through  Servia  in  1891  was 
estimated  at  734,715/.,  an  increase  of  178,487/.  over  that  of  the 
previous  year.  The  direction  of  this  trade  is  as  follows : — 


From — 

To- 

Value. 

Austria-Hungary 

Bulgaria 

£ 

439,308 

„ 

Turkey 

150,038 

Roumania 

*>  • • • • 

2 

Bulgaria 

Austria  . . 

27,700 

Turkey  .. 

11,525 

» • • • • 

Other  States . . 

96 

Turkey 

Austria-Hungary  .. 

11,519 

8,785 

}}  • • * * 

Bulgaria 

Roumania 

988 

>1 

Other  States . . 

12,170 

Other  States  . . 

Bulgaria 

62,492 

J9  * * * * 

Turkey  . . 

10,092 

Total  . . . . 

734,715 
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The  percentage  of  customs  receipts  at  Vranja,  which  repre- 
sents the  trade  from  and  to  the  south  via  Salonica,  was  168  of 
the  whole,  showing  the  slight  increase  of  '43. 

The  straitened  financial  circumstances  of  the  country  have  Mineral 
hitherto  debarred  the  Servian  Government  from  applying  to  the  resources. 
development  of  its  mineral  resources  the  labour  and  attention 
which  their  importance  demands,  both  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  general  interests  of  the  country  as  well  as  from  a regard  to 
the  responsibilities  which  the  Government  has  taken  upon  itself 
in  reserving  to  the  State  the  exploitation  of  a number  of  what 
are  considered  to  be  the  largest  and  richest  groups  of  mines  in 
Servia.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  when  sufficient  money 
can  be  expended  on  the  necessary  works  in  connection  with  some 
of  these  mines,  the  returns  will  be  amply  remunerative.  In  the 
meantime,  although  adequate  funds  have  been  lacking,  proof 
exists  that  the  country  is  growing  keenly  alive  to  its  interests  in 
the  mining  department,  and  is  anxious,  if  it  cannot  at  once  devote 
unlimited  means  of  its  own  to  the  task  of  development,  to  insure 
that  foreign  capitalists  to  whom  mining  concessions  may  be 
granted  shall  undertake  bona  fide  work,  and  not  use  their 
privileges  as  an  opportunity  for  speculation  pure  and  simple.  The 
history  of  several  of  the  best  known  mines  is  a long  record  of 
loss,  for  which  incapacity  or  a reckless  spirit  of  gambling  is 
mainly  responsible. 

It  is,  for  instance,  calculated  that  between  the  years  1847 
and  1858  no  less  than  240,000 1.  were  expended  on  the  Maidanpek 
mine  in  addition  to  the  value  of  forced  labour,  which  is  estimated 
at  another  120,000/.,  the  results  for  all  this  outlay  being  nil. 

In  1891  the  Servian  Government  obtained  from  the  Skupsh- 
tina a vote  of  760/.  for  the  establishment  of  a complete  mineral 
and  chemical  laboratory  at  Belgrade.  A mining  chemist  was  Belgrade 
appointed  in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  and  suitable  ac-  laboratory, 
commodation  found  for  experimental  furnaces  in  the  basement  of 
the  Department  of  Mines,  and  for  a laboratory,  provided  with 
apparatus  for  dry  and  fluid  analysis,  in  the  upper  story  of  the 
same  building.  Work  was  commenced  at  this  laboratory  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1891,  when  an  analysis  of  soil  was  undertaken, 
with  a view  to  studying  the  agricultural  requirements  and  capa- 
bilities of  the  country. 

There  are  at  present  six  large  groups  of  mines  under  State  State  mines, 
management : — 

I.  That  of  Maidanpek,  which  u’as  known  to  the  ancient  Maidanpek 
Romans,  and  whose  varying  fortunes  have  been  touched  upon  in  coPPer  mine, 
a previous  paragraph  of  this  report.  British  and  French  companies 
have  turned  their  attention  to  this  mine  with  equal  ill-success. 

Servian  efforts  have  hitherto  been  confined  to  the  extraction  of 
copper  only,  with  such  small  quantities  of  iron  as  may  have  been 
required  for  the  arsenal  at  Kragujevatz.  A new  manager  has 
lately  been  appointed,  and  it  is  officially  stated  that  the  prospects 
of  the  undertaking  are  so  favourable  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
a new  era  of  hope  has  dawned  for  the  mine. 
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Senie  coal 
mine. 


Seni6 

railway  line. 


Kosmaj  lead 
mines. 


Alexar  coal 
mine. 


Podrina 
antimony  and 
lead  mines. 


II.  The  coal  mine  at  Senie  was  discovered  in  1853,  and 
a small  supply  of  coal  sent  the  following  year  to  Kragu- 
jevatz.  As  far  as  was  known  at  the  date  of  the  last  official 
report  the  coal  area  covers  a tract  of  country  30  kiloms.  long  by 
12  broad.  The  mineral  is  described  as  excellent  and  abundant, 
and  as  making  good  coke. 

The  mine  has  been  placed,  at  a cost  of  over  40,000/.,  in  con- 
nection with  the  main  Servian  railway  line  at  Tclmpria  (to  the 
north-east  of  which  it  lies),  by  a line  of  rail  between  20  and 
30  kiloms.  in  length.  After  encountering  many  impediments 
from  the  ill  will  of  the  peasants,  who  showed  themselves  unfriendly 
to  the  opening  up  of  the  mine,  and  from  the  difficulties  of  the 
road,  which  is  described  as  the  steepest  in  Servia,  arrangements 
have  been  made  for  the  output  of  coal  in  sufficient  quantities, 
not  only  for  the  supply  of  the  State  Railway,  but  also  for  private 
consumption.  As  a large  proportion  of  the  coal  hitherto  employed 
on  the  railway  has  been  purchased  abroad  the  development  of 
this  mine  should  prove  a source  of  considerable  saving  to  the 
country. 

The  line  to  Senie  was  furnished,  on  its  opening  in  December 
last  year,  with  two  locomotives  and  40  small  trucks.  Coal  is  sold 
at  three  prices  : — 


Description. 

Price  per  Ton. 

Francs. 

Best  coal 

12 

Nuts  .. 

10 

Slack  . . 

5 

The  price  per  waggon  delivered  at  Belgrade  is  quoted  at 
154  fr.  60  c.,  and  at  JSisch  140  fr.  30  c. 

III.  The  lead  and  silver  mines  at  Kosmaj  show  the  existence 
of  very  extensive  remains  of  Roman  and  Austrian  works.  Owing 
to  the  rude  conditions  under  which  the  ore  was  then  extracted, 
rich  quantities  of  mineral  still  remain  in  the  debris  which  was 
cast  aside  after  smelting.  The  Servian  Government  in  187 7 
offered  this  ore  for  sale  to  certain  capitalists,  but  were  unable  to 
grant  the  conditions  demanded  by  the  latter.  The  enterprise  was 
subsequently  taken  over  by  a private  company,  but  owing  partly 
to  the  difficulties  of  transport  caused  by  the  badness  of  the  roads 
was  shortly  abandoned.  Some  two  or  three  years  ago  the 
Skupshtina  voted  a sum  of  3,200/.  for  explorations  in  these 
mines. 

IV.  The  Alexar  coal  mine  is  situated  at  a distance  of  about 
6 kiloms.  from  Brza  Palanka.  Some  600/.  have  been  expended 
on  experimental  cuttings,  arid  the  prospects  of  the  mine  are  said 
to  be  favourable.  A good  road  to  the  Danube  will,  however,  be 
essential  to  its  successful  development. 

V.  The  Podrina  mines  of  antimony,  lead,  zinc,  and  litho- 
graphic stone  have  hitherto  been  undeveloped  for  want  of  means 
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In  1891  a sum  of  4,512/.  was  spent  upon  them,  and  lead  ore  was 
extracted  to  the  value  of  3,500/.  It  is  estimated  that  the  proper 
development  of  these  mines  will  necessitate  an  expenditure  of 
22,000 /.  Calculations  of  the  work  done  in  1891  showed,  at  the 


current  prices,  a profit  of  nearly  5,000/.  on  the  mineral  sold  and 
remaining  on  hand. 

VI.  The  coal  mine  of  Misach  is  now  being  explored. 

The  amount  of  coal  extracted  from  the  various  Government 
and  private  mines  in  1891  was  as  follows  : — 


Misach  coal 
mine. 

Total  amount 
of  coal 


Name  of  Mine. 

Quantity. 

Tchelijg 

Tons. 

790 

cwts. 

0 

Seni§  . . 

58,769 

18 

Sisevatz  Vrchitch 

• • • • 

730 

0 

Kraljevatz 

3,900 

0 

Jelashnitza  . . 

167 

10 

Podvis. . 

• • • • 

100 

3 

Dobra  Sretcha 

• • • • 

214 

17 

Yrska  Chuka . . 

• • , , 

20,434 

0 

Dobranski  Rudnik 

10,000 

0 

Kostolatz 

1,852 

3 

Alexander 

3,000 

0 

' Jeklov  Rudnik 

54 

16 

Kamenatz  . . 

.. 

250 

0 

Total 

.. 

•• 

•• 

100,263 

7 

extracted 
from  Servian 
mines  in  1891. 


The  above  statement  is  of  interest  as  showing  how  almost 
complete  an  absence  there  is  in  Servia  of  industries  requiring  the 
aid  of  steam  power,  as  well  as  of  the  slowness  with  which  the 
country  is  availing  itself  of  its  large  Dative  supplies  of  coal  as  an 
economical  fuel  for  domestic  purposes.  The  peasants  have,  as  a 
rule,  no  stoves  adapted  to  the  consumption  of  coal,  and  the  iron 
stoves  in  vogue  in  the  towns  are  ill  fitted  for  the  purpose.  The 
coal  or  lignite  has  hitherto  been  chiefly  taken  from  the  surface  of 
the  mines,  and,  when  not  quite  worthless,  often  emits  an  unpleasant 
odour  during  combustion.  The  high  price  of  firewood  and  its 
increasing  scarceness  in  Servia  must,  however,  press  forward  the 
inevitable  adoption  of  the  cheaper  fuel. 

Amongst  the  coal  mines  worked  by  companies  or  private  Private  coal 
capitalists  the  best  known,  perhaps,  is  that  of  Vrska  Chuka,  of  mines, 
which  mention  has  been  made  in  former  reports  on  Servia.  This  Vrska  Chuka 
property  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Servian  Industrial  Company  of coa  mmes‘ 
Brussels.  It  covers  an  area  of  262  mining  fields  (26,200,000 
square  metres).  In  1891  the  company  extracted  20,434  tons  of 
coal,  and  manufactured  20,293  tons  of  briquettes.  These  are  Briquettes, 
chiefly  used  on  the  Lower  Danube,  where  much  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  competing  with  English  coal,  which  is  better  and 
cheaper.  The  number  of  boats  at  the  disposal  of  the  company 
is  said  to  be  insufficient  for  the  transport  of  their  output. 

The  Dobra  Srctcha  mine,  with  an  area  of  10  mining  fields,  Dobra 
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Oil  shales. 


Podvis  coal 
mine«. 


Prospects  of 
Timok  coal 
mines. 


Kamenatz 
lignite  mine. 

Alexander 
lignite  mine. 


Kraljevatz 

shale. 


Abandoned 

British 

enterprise. 


Ko.-tolatz 
lignite  mine, 


Working 

colony. 

Sisevatz- 

Vrchitch 

mine. 


Sikole  and 
Jeklov  mines. 


is  the  property  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sibinovitch,  of  Knajevatz.  The 
barracks  and  forges  of  Knajevatz  consume  small  quantities  of  this 
coal,  which  is  also  sold  at  Nisch  and  Ivragujevatz.  The  mine  is 
within  a few  kilometres  of  the  main  road. 

The  mineral  is  easily  separated  by  hand  from  a very  rich  oil 
shale,  with  which  it  is  found  combined,  and  which  apparently 
contains  great  reserves  of  wealth  for  future  development. 

The  Podvis  mine  is,  like  the  former,  situated  near  Knajevatz, 
and  consists  of  24  mining-fields.  The  proprietor  is  Mr.  Michael 
Dgeordgevitch.  Two  galleries  were  cut  into  this  mine  in  1890 
to  a total  length  of  750  metres.  The  coal  is  sold  at  1 fr.  50  c. 
per  100  kilos.  This  property  is  also  very  rich  in  un worked  oil 
shale. 

Like  all  the  mines  (and  there  would  seem  to  be  many)  situated 
in  the  Timok  Valley  its  fortune  hangs  upon  the  eventual  construc- 
tion of  a line  of  railway  from  the  Danube  to  Nisch,  or  to  some 
other  point  of  junction  wTith  the  Servian  main  line. 

The  Kamenatz  lignite  mine  of  1,100,000  square  metres  belongs 
to  Messrs.  Baillon  and  Sons. 

The  Alexander  lignite  mine  of  10,200,000  square  metres  is 
worked  by  the  Pojarevatz  Shareholders  Company,  who  have  a 
capital  of  2,880/.  (72,000  fr.).  This  mine  is  situated  at  a distance 
of  only  8 kiloms.  from  the  Danube. 

The  Kraljevatz  mine,  belonging  to  Mr.  Apel,  of  Alexinatz, 
and  Dr.  Djoka  Dimitrijevitch,  of  Belgrade,  is  very  rich  in  oil 
shale,  and  has  been  the  object  of  attention  on  the  part  of  British 
capitalists,  to  'whom  a concession  for  the  extraction  of  paraffin  was 
granted.  The  enterprise,  however,  was  not  prosecuted,  and  the 
concession  lapsed.  The  mine  is  at  a short  distance  from  the 
town  of  Alexinatz,  and  within  easy  reach  of  the  main  railway 
line. 

The  Kostolatz  lignite  mine  belongs  to  Mr.  George  TVreiferf, 
the  well-known  brewer  of  Belgrade,  and  Governor  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Servia.  It  covers  an  area  of  4,100,000  square  metres, 
and  lies  close  to  the  Danube,  where  a quay  has  been  constructed 
for  the  shipping  of  the  mineral  direct  from  the  mining  waggons. 
The  buildings  attached  to  this  mine  are  of  solid  construction,  and 
shelter  a working  colony  of  44  men  and  34  women,  besides 
58  children,  for  whom  a school  ha3  been  erected. 

The  Sisevatz-Vrehitch  mine,  Messrs.  B.  Boshkovitch  and 
Company,  of  Paratchin,  has  an  extent  of  5,700,000  square  metres. 
No  deep  explorations  had  been  made  in  this  mine  as  late  as  1890, 
preliminary  surface  work  only  having  been  undertaken.  The 
coal  is  described  as  of  fairly  good  quality.  The  mine  is  situated 
close  to  the  main  road,  and  could  easily  be  placed  in  connection 
with  the  new  Senffi  Railway  by  a short  line  of  from  5 to 
6 kiloms. 

The  Sikole  mine,  of  1,000,000  square  metres,  and  the  Jeklov, 
of  4,900,000  square  metres,  are  both  in  the  hands  of  Belgrade 
concessionaires.  The  coal  is  of  the  tertiary  formation. 

The  Dobranski  mine  of  7,500,000  square  metres  wras  taken 


Dobraneki 

mine. 
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over  by  Mr.  Ozerovitch,  of  Belgrade,  in  1887.  The  coal  is  of  the 
lias  formation.  The  property  lies  on  the  Danube,  opposite  the 
Hungarian  mine  at  Drenka.  This  coal  is  of  so  friable  a nature 
that  it  will  be  necessary,  for  commercial  purposes,  to  manufacture 
it  into  briquettes.  Experiments  in  this  direction  have  already 
been  made. 

The  total  area  of  private  coal  mines  in  Servia  in  1891  was  Total  area  of 
96,400,000  square  metres,  i.e.,  964  mining-fields;  876  workmen  private  mines, 
were  employed  in  coal  mining,  and  600  workmen  in  other  mines, 
in  all  1,476  miners.  The  total  sum  expended  during  that  period  inY89l.mme8 
on  the  different  State  and  privates  mines  was  7,320/.  gum 

A concession  has  been  granted  to  M.  Erasmus  Maria,  an  expended  on 
Italian  subject,  for  the  establishment  of  a silk  factory  in  Servia.  ia 

The  duration  of  the  concession  is  fixed  at  15  years,  and  the  ehief  industries 
conditions  are  that  none  but  Servian  workmen  shall  be  employed,  Concession  for 
and  that  the  concessionaire  shall,  within  2 years,  erect,  at  least  silk  factory, 
one  efficient  silk  factory,  where  silkworms  shall  be  reared,  and 
the  art  of  practical  silk-making  taught.  The  concessionaire  is 
also  bound  to  distribute,  gratuitously,  to  the  peasants,  a sufficient 
number  of  silkworms’  eggs  per  annum,  and  to  purchase  his 
materials  at  reduced  prices  in  the  country,  these  prices  to  be 
settled  by  a Government  commission  of  three  members.  The 
chief  factory  is  to  be  built  as  soon  as  the  yearly  production  of 
cocoons  shall  have  reached  the  amount  of  60,000  kilos.  A tax  of 
3 cents  per  kilo,  is  to  be  levied  by  the  State  on  the  cocoons. 

A new  concession  for  the  manufactory  of  paper  was  given  to  Concession  for 
Messrs.  Kosta  Mihailovitch  and  Kosta  Jovanovitch  and  Company  PaPer 
of  Kragujevatz,  but  the  enterprise  fell  through  from  want  of  the  111 
necessary  capital.  Efforts  were  made  to  raise  the  required  funds 
in  Russia,  failing  which  equally  fruitless  attempts  were  made  to 
persuade  a “non-Slav”  syndicate  to  adopt  the  scheme. 

The  company  founded  for  the  development  of  the  carpet  Pirot  carpets, 
industry  at  Pirot  had,  in  1891,  only  succeeded  in  disposing  of 
973  shares,  which  was  insufficient  to  ensure  the  commencement 
of  work.  This  industry,  of  which  so  much  is  thought  in  Servia, 
is  apparently  in  a very  sluggish  condition,  for  complaints  are 
made  at  Belgrade  that  orders  given  remain  unattended  to  for 
more  than  6 months.  This  is  certainly  not  owing  to  the  pro- 
ductive powers  of  the  Pirot  industrials  being  overtaxed. 

The  Paratchin  Cloth  Factory,  which  turns  out  good  material,  Paratchin 
has  hitherto  been  unable  or  unwilling  to  lower  its  prices,  so  as  to  cloth  fact0I7* 
enable  its  products  to  triumph  against  Austro-Hungarian  com- 
petition. This  may  be  partly  owing  to  the  fact  that  its  mainten- 
ance, up  to  a certain  degree,  is  assured  by  Government  contracts 
for  the  supply  of  military  clothing. 

A War  Office  Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  its  War  Office 
organisation  and  capacity,  and  reported  that  the  factory  was  report  on 
furnished  with  new  machinery  and  modern  appliances,  and  was**TJ^hin 
one  of  the  best  equipped  in  Central  Europe. 

Comparatively  little  Servian  wool  is  used  at  Paratchin,  Wool 

owing  to  its  thickness  and  stiffness,  which  render  it  (except  in  the  employed  at 

factory. 
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case  of  some  of  the  Pirot  wool,  which  is  said  to  be  excellent) 
unsuitable  for  manufacturing  purposes.  A mixture  of  Hungarian 
and  Servian  wool  is  said  to  make  first-rate  cloth.  The  factory 
uses  every  year — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Servian  wool 

Kilos. 

140,000  to  180,000 

Roumanian  wool 

138,000 

Hungarian  „ . . 

60,000  to  80,000 

Russian  „ . . 

3,500 

Australian  „ . . 

3,000  to  5,000 

Total 

•• 

•• 

344,500  to  406,500 

Output  of 
cloth  per 
kilo,  of  wool* 


Tailoring 
union  at 
Belgrade. 


Soukno,  or 

native 

homespun. 

A limited 
domestic 
industry. 


Causes  of 
limitations. 


New  State 
monopolies. 


The  400,000  kilos,  of  raw  wool  make  about  250,000  metres  of 
cloth.  From  60,000  to  84,000  metres  of  military  cloth  can  be 
produced  in  the  year. 

With  its  numerous  privileges  the  factory  should  make  a much 
better  show  than  it  does  against  foreign  competition. 

In  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  cloth  it  may  here  be 
mentioned  that  the  trade  union  of  Belgrade  has  opened  a work- 
shop at  the  capital,  where  Servian  material  is  made  up  into 
wearing  apparel. 

Of  native  homespun,  or  “ soukno,”  the  best  is  said  to  be  made 
at  Knajevatz,  where  it  is  known  by  the  local  name  of  sha'iak. 
The  price  ranges  from  2 fr.  to  2-J-  fr.  (dinars)  per  metre. 
Superior  as  is  its  quality,  the  sale  of  the  cloth  outside  the  district 
of  Knajevatz  does  not  appear  to  have  exceeded  from  300 
to  400  metres  per  annum.  It  is,  in  fact,  a limited  domestic 
industry,  each  family  manufacturing  little  more  than  is  required 
for  its  own  consumption,  and  selling  only  the  surplus  material, 
which  is  also  the  worst  in  quality.  The  industry  is  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  town  of  Knajevatz,  the  surrounding 
villages  making  next  to  none.  The  total  yearly  surplus  uncon- 
sumed  by  the  makers  is  reckoned  at  3,000  metres. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  the  “ Commercial  Gazette  33 
(u  Trgovinski  Glasnik  ”),  from  which  these  particulars  are  drawn, 
for  the  non-development  of  the  industry,  are  the  narrowness  of 
the  material,  which  does  not  exceed  60  centimetres,  and  the  fact 
that  it  does  not  join  well ; also  the  want  of  good  presses,  com- 
bined with  the  disadvantage  that  such  small  portions  of  the 
material  as  are  made  expressly  for  sale,  are  the  work  of  the  poorest 
inhabitants,  who  can  only  afford  to  employ  the  cheapest  and 
inferior  wool. 

Attention  has  more  than  once  been  drawn  to  the  tendency  of 
successive  Governments  in  Servia  to  encourage  monopolies.  Four 
new  ones  are  now  in  contemplation,  in  addition  to  those  of  salt 
and  tobacco.  These  will  be  established  by  law  before  this 
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report  is  in  print.  The  articles  chosen  are  petroleum,  matches, 
cigarette  paper,  and  alcohol. 

A factory  for  matches  already  exists  in  Belgrade,  but  owing  Matches, 
to  the  competition  of  Austrian  cheap  matches,  which  the  country 
generally  prefers  to  the  better  but  more  expensive  productions  of 
the  Belgian  concessionaire,  the  output  had  rapidly  exceeded  the 
demand,  and  the  factory  had  to  suspend  work,  pending  the 
disposal  of  its  overabundant  stock. 

A permanent  committee  has  been  appointed  at  the  Ministry  Council  of 
of  Commerce  and  Agriculture  to  deliberate  and  advise  upon  all  Economy, 
questions  connected  with  the  elaboration  and  application  of 
economic  laws  in  Servia,  or  in  relation  to  institutions  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  Servian  industry  or  commerce,  as  well  as 
upon  all  information  or  proposals  of  an  economic  nature  which 
may  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Commerce  by  companies, 
trades  unions  or  individuals.  The  Minister  of  Commerce  presides 
at  the  sittings  of  this  committee  or  council  which  is  composed  of 
15  honorary  members  appointed  by  Royal  Warrant  for  3 years  on 
the  nomination  of  the  Minister.  The  council  may  itself  put 
forward  any  proposal  which  it  may  consider  conducive  to  the 
economic  interest  of  the  country. 

An  important  law  affecting  the  status  of  foreign  insurance  New  law  on 
companies  in  Servia  was  promulgated  in  April,  1892.  Under  its  foreign/ 
provisions,  all  foreign  companies  carrying  on  business  in  Servia  insuran?e 
are  required  to  register  their  firms  and  agents,  and  to  hold  real  F 
unencumbered  property  in  Belgrade  of  the  value  of  from  6,000/. 
to  8,000/.  They  are  also  required  to  deposit  with  the  Servian 
Government  a sum  of  4,000/.  in  gold  or  Servian  state  paper  as 
guarantee.  This  sum  is  liable  to  be  impounded  in  case  of  in- 
fringements of  the  law,  and  may  be  had  recourse  to  by  litigants 
who  succeed  in  obtaining  a judgment  of  the  courts  in  their  favour 
on  claims  against  the  company.  The  amounts  paid  out  of  the 
guarantee  to  the  claimants  must  at  once  be  replaced  by  the 
companies.  The  latter  receive  3 per  cent,  interest  on  deposits 
made  in  cash,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  do  business  in  Servia. 

Each  company  has  also  to  lodge  as  extra  security  one-fifth  of 
the  premiums  taken  by  it  during  the  year.  The  application  of 
this  law  has  so  far  been  modified,  that  the  companies  are  allowed 
to  deposit  a sum  of  6,000/.  with  the  Government  in  lieu  of  pur- 
chasing real  property. 

The  various  commercial  treaties  between  Servia  and  foreign  New 
States  having  either  expired  or  being  on  the  point  of  expiring,  commercial 
new  ones  have  been  or  will  be  negotiated.  Austria-Hungary  and  treaties. 
Germany"  have  signed  treaties  to  which  their  own  tariffs  are 
attached,  and  these  tariffs  form  the  basis  on  which  the  goods 
of  nations  which,  like  Great  Britain  and  France,  content  them- 
selves with  the  most-favoured-nation  clause,  will  be  taxed. 

Our  new  definitive  treaty  with  Servia  was  signed  at  Belgrade  New  British 
on  July  10,  and  secures  to  British  subjects,  ships,  and  goods  the  treaty, 
treatment  of  the  most-favoured-nation  until  December  31,  1903. 

The  Austro-Servian  Treaty  substituting  specific  duties  by  weight 
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for  the  old  “ ad  valorem”  dues  came  into  force  on  July  13.  The 
German  Treaty  is  awaiting  the  sanction  of  the  Reichstag,  but 
meanwhile,  German  goods  are  accorded  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  under  the  terms  of  a provisional  agreement  concluded 
to  that  effect  with  Servia. 

In  July,  1892,  Belgrade  was  provided  with  a supply  of  water 
from  a spring  known  as  the  “Bela  Yoda ” or  “whitewater” 
situated  about  8 kiloms.  from  the  capital,  and  close  to  the  exten- 
sive marshes  of  Makish,  whose  waters  are  said  to  be  prevented 
from  mixing  with  that  of  the  springs  by  the  intervention  of  a 
stratum  of  impenetrable  clay.  Five  wells  have  been  sunk  to  a 
depth  of  from  20  metres  to  25  metres,  and  have  been  cemented 
and  provided  with  fine  strainers.  These  wells  lead  into  a main 
tank  from  which  the  water  is  pumped  through  pipes  into  the 
reservoirs  of  Belgrade.  The  reserve  supply  of  water  at  command 
is  said  to  amount  to  75  per  cent.,  and  the  pumps  are  arranged  to 
give  a pressure  of  from  15  to  20  atmospheres,  from  7 to  8 
atmospheres  being  all  that  is  at  present  necessary  to  force  the 
water  into  the  Vrachar  reservoir  which  stands  at  a height  of 
about  80  metres.  The  pumps  can  be  worked  for  20  and  even 
22  hours  out  of  the  24,  and  can  supply  300,000  litres  per  hour,  so 
as  to  fill  the  reservoir  in  5 hours. 

In  addition  to  the  construction  of  the  new  waterworks,  the 
old  conduits  have  been  repaired,  and  hydrants  have  been  placed 
in  the  streets  of  the  town  at  intervals  of  150  metres.  Experience 
has,  however,  proved  that  the  pressure  from  these  hydrants  is 
too  great  to  allow  of  their  being  used  to  water  the  streets,  as  the 
rush  of  water  carries  away  the  sand  in  which  the  blocks  of  paving 
stone  are  embedded. 

Three  important  lines  of  tramway  have  been  constructed,  of 
which  the  first  was  opened  on  October  9,  1892.  The  concession 
for  these  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Franco-Servian  Town  Improve- 
ments Company,  who  are  to  enjoy  the  profits  of  the  working  for 
45  years,  after  which  the  tramways  are  to  be  taken  over  and 
worked  by  the  municipality. 

The  same  company  has  lighted  a part  of  the  capital  with  elec- 
tricity, whilst  the  concession  for  electrically  lighting  private 
residences  has  been  given  to  Messrs.  Ganz  and  Co. 

The  street  paving  is  still  incomplete,  and  is  proceeding  very 
slowly  owing  to  the  want  of  funds,  but  some  improvement  in  this 
direction  will  be  effected  before  the  winter. 

A Special  Commission,  appointed  in  1890,  drew  up  a report 
on  the  cost  of  the  improvements  which  it  was  considered  neces- 
sary or  desirable  to  undertake  in  Belgrade.  Their  estimate, 
reckoning  the  \l.  at  25  fr.,  was  as  follows: — 
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Description. 

Capital. 

Interest  per 
Annum. 

£ 

£ 

Schools  . . 

36,000 

2,880 

Slaughterhouses 

24,000 

1,920 

Water  supply 

80,000 

6,400 

Drainage 

120,000 

9,600 

Quays 

40,000 

3,200 

Entrepot . . . . . • 

20,000 

1,600 

Paving 

80,000 

6,400 

Total 

400,000 

32,000 

Putting  on  one  side  the  water,  drains,  quays,  and  slaughter- 
houses which  would  be  self-supporting,  the  yearly  interest  on  the 
capital  expended  would  be  9,280/.,  from  which,  however,  2 ,260/. 
should  be  still  further  deducted  as  the  amount  of  rental  at  present 
paid  by  the  municipality  for  the  buildings  occupied  by  the 
primary  schools.  This  would  bring  the  interest  down  to  8,020/. 

The  revenue  required  to  meet  this  would  be  derived  from  paving 
rates,  taxes  on  swine’s  flesh,  and  octroi  dues. 

In  order  to  assist  the  municipality  to  carry  out  their  various  Provisional 
plans,  the  National  Bank  of  Servia  granted  in  1892  a temporary  loan  from 
6 per  cent,  loan  ot  92,000/.,  on  account  of  the  loan  of  400,000/. 
which  the  town  is  authorised  to  raise.  The  town  pledged  to  the  mn 
bank  as  security  for  this  advance  the  revenue  derived  from  the 
consumption  duties,  to  be  paid  over  weekly.  The  debt  was  to 
be  discharged  by  bills  at  3 months’  bearing,  besides  the  signature 
of  the  municipality,  those  of  the  Institut  de  Credit  and  the  Caisse 
d^Epargne  et  de  Secours  Mutuel  of  Belgrade,  who  receive  1 per 
cent,  of  the  6 per  cent,  interest  on  the  loan. 
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TENERIFFE. 


Consul  Harford  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Teneriffe,  August  25,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
enclosed  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Commerce  and  Trade  of  the 
Canary  Islands  during  the  past  year. 

I have,  &c . 

(Signed)  S.  H.  HARFORD. 
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General  Review  of  Trade . 

While  the  export  trade  is  again  nearly  double  that  of  the 
preceding  year,  there  appears  a falling-off  in  the  import  trade. 
This  is  due  almost  entirely  to  the  cholera  epidemic  at  Hamburg 
and  the  stringent  quarantine  regulations  imposed  on  all  vessels 
arriving  from  Europe. 

The  increase  in  shipping  continues  steadily,  150  steamers  a 
month  being  now  the  average  in  Grand  Canary  against  90  in 
1891,  while  a proportionate  increase  is  noted  in  all  the  other 
islands. 

Considerable  progress  has  taken  place  in  both  Teneriffe  and 
Grand  Canary  in  this  direction. 


Trade  and  Commerce . 

The  export  trade,  which  (with  the  exception  of  specie)  is 
confined  to  fruit  and  vegetables,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
custom-house  returns,  is  nearly  double  in  value  that  of  1891, 
and  as  the  extent  of  land  cultivated  does  not  represent  one- 
half  of  what  may  be  made  productive,  the  value,  if  it 
continues  at  the  same  rates,  will  in  a few  years  exceed 
1,000,000/. 

The  increasing  popularity  of  the  islands  as  a health  resort, 
and  the  drain  on  the  natural  productions  of  the  country  by  the 
export  trade,  necessitates  increase  in  the  imports,  and  the 
decrease  of  last  year  cannot,  for  the  reason  I have  given  in  the 
general  review  of  last  year’s  trade,  be  regarded  as  any  indica- 
tion of  the  real  value. 


Industry  and  Enterprise . 

With  the  exception  of  the  tunny  fishing  establishment  in 
Gomera  I have  nothing  new  to  report  on  under  this  heading. 


Public  Works, 

Road-making  continues  to  progress  both  in  Teneriffe  and 
Grand  Canary,  and  though  the  work  goes  on  slowly  it  is  most 
excellent.  The  village  of  St.  Andres,  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  is  now  almost  connected  with  Santa  Cruz. 

In  the  Island  of  Palma,  to  the  west  of  Teneriffe,  the  town 
of  Santa  Cruz  is  already  lighted  by  electricity ; and  though  not 
yet  arranged  in  Teneriffe,  the  lighting  of  Orotava  will  probably 
be  commenced  in  the  winter. 

Several  new  buildings  have  been  finished  in  Santa  Cruz, 
Teneriffe,  and  a bull  ring,  costing  7,000/.,  has  been  opened. 
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General  Remarks. 

The  new  Italian  tunny  fishery  at  the  island  of  Gomera  Tunny 
appears  to  have  good  prospects.  The  fish  are  tinned  in  round  QSj^’a 
boxes  of  about  ^ lb.  in  weight,  and  are  opened  by  the  rolling 
key  system.  The  price  wholesale  is  about  Qd.  a tin.  At 
present  they  are  chiefly  exported  to  Italy,  and  last  year  1,500 
cases,  weighing  85  kilos,  each,  were  consigned  to  a Genoese 
firm. 

At  my  visit  in  the  winter  of  last  year  I found  20  men  and 
20  women  employed  in  the  factory,  most  of  them  Italian.  The 
fish,  which  are  very  plentiful  on  that  coast,  are  taken  by  the 
Spanish  native  fishermen,  and  the  company  have  a steam 
launch. for  conveying  the  tinned  cargoes  to  San  Sebastian  for 
the  intra-insular  steamers. 

Besides  this  new  industry,  and  the  general  increasing  pros-  General 
perity  of  the  islands,  I have  nothing  to  add  to  the  general  °f 

remarks  of  my  report  last  year.  It  may,  however,  be  interesting 
to  invalid  visitors  to  learn  that  the  rooms  in  nearly  all  the 
hotels  are  already  engaged  for  the  forthcoming  winter,  and 
applications  for  accommodation  are  arriving  by  every  mail. 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity  and  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Santa  Cruz  during  the  \ear  1892. 
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SFAIN. 


Annex  4. — Return  of  Foreign  Shipping  Engaged  in  the  Direct 
and  Indirect  Trade  at  the  Port  of  Santa  Cruz,  Teneriffe,  in 
the  Year  1892. 


Entered, 


Nationality. 

Direct  Trade. 

Indirect  or  Carrying 
Trade. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Spanish  

109 

100,996 

16 

22,086 

125 

123,082 

French  

70 

85,560 

95 

149,445  | 

165 

235,005 

German  

39 

44,924 

105 

144,005 

144 

1»8,929 

Italian  

6 

8,290 

9 

13,530 

15 

21.820 

Portuguese 

9 

2,934 

3 | 

2,837 

12 

5,771 

Norwegian 

3 

1,270 

2 

1,762 

5 

3,032 

American 

2 

524 

3 

1,091 

5 

1,615 

Russian  

2 

2,149 

2 

2,149 

Swedish  ...  ... 

*1 

863 

••• 

1 

363 

Peruvian  

1 

107 

1 

107 

Total 

239 

244,861 

236 

337,012 

475 

581,873 

Cleared. 


Nationality.  J 

Direct  Trade. 

Indirect  or  Carrying 
Trade. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels.  ! 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels.  I 

Tons. 

Spanish  

113 

106  114 

12 

16,968 

125 

123,082 

French  

110 

162,111 

55 

72,894 

165 

235,005 

German  

103 

143,083 

41 

45,846 

144 

188,929 

Italian  

7 

12,043 

8 

9,777 

15 

21,820 

Portuguese 

2 

1,527 

10 

4,244 

12 

5,771 

Norwegian 

d 

3,032 

5 

3,032 

American 

"l 

*695 

4 

920 

5 

1,615 

Russian  

2 

2,149 

2 

2,149 

Swedish  

... 

1 

363 

1 

363 

Peruvian  

1 

107 

1 1 

107 

Total  

336 

425,573 

139 

156,300 

475 

581,873 

Return  of  Spanish  Shipping  engaged  in  the  Coasting  Trade 
at  the  Port  of  Santa  Cruz,  Teneriffe,  during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Steam  . . 

183 

41,176 

4,280 

Sail 

621 

22,332 

9,942 

Total 

804 

63,508 

14,222 

Clfared. 


Description 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Cr.ws. 

Steam  . . 

183 

41,176 

4,280 

Sail 

672 

23,703 

10,007 

Total 

855 

64,879 

Id 

oo 

(1250  9 j 93 — H & S 1638) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1898. 

ANNUAL  SERIES. 


No-  1297. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


GERMANY. 


FINAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1892 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OE  STETTIN  AND  DISTRICT, 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Animal  Series  No.  1201. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty , 
SEPTEMBER , 1893. 


LONDON: 

FEINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTER8  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HRR  MAJESTY. 

And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  <fe  SPOTT1S WOODE,  East  Hardino  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and 
32,  Abtngdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZ1ES  & Co.  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 
HODGES.  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Gra  fton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  G855— 184.] 


1893. 

Price  Threepence. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her 
Majesty’s  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places, 
and  may  be  obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page : — 


No. 

1175.  Saigon 

Price. 

id.  | 

No. 

1236. 

Mannheim  . . 

Price. 

Id. 

1176.  Baltimore  .. 

l|d. 

1237. 

Dunkirk 

• o 

t*  • 

Id. 

1177.  Brest. . 

Id. 

1238. 

Macao  and  Timor 

• • 

Id. 

1178.  Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

' |d. 

1239. 

M adrid 

. , 

Id. 

1179.  Adrianople  .. 

• • 

Id. 

12-40. 

Port-au-Prince 

• • 

2d. 

1180.  Algiers 

• • 

2|d. 

1241. 

Frankfort  . . 

# • 

y # 

3d. 

1181.  Boston 

Id. 

1242, 

Erzeroum 

• • 

m # 

Id. 

1182.  Marseilles  . . 

lid. 

1243. 

Palermo 

3|d. 

1183.  Warsaw 

• • 

Id. 

1244.  Raples 

, # 

Id. 

1184.  Pirteus 

• • 

l|d. 

1245. 

Guatemala  . . 

, # 

Id. 

1185.  Callao 

Id. 

1246. 

Madrid 

Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  . . 

|d. 

1247. 

Gothenburg . . 

• A 

2d. 

1187.  Chefoo 

lid. 

1248. 

Brindisi 

, # 

2|d. 

1188.  Munich 

2d. 

1249. 

Fiume 

# # 

2d. 

1189.  Re  Jit.. 

Id. 

1250. 

Leghorn 

, # 

2id. 

1190.  Batavia  .. 

lid. 

1251. 

San  Francisco 

, # 

5jd. 

1191.  Batoum  .. 

lid. 

1252. 

Bushire 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

Id.  | 

1253. 

Nagasaki 

, # 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy 

Id. 

1 1254. 

Smj  rna 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

4d. 

1255. 

Yokohama  . . 

, , 

lid. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d. 

1256. 

Stockholm  . . 

## 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

..15id. 

1257. 

Lisbon 

l|d. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1258. 

Tientsin 

Id. 

1198.  Rice  . . 

lid. 

1259. 

Port  Said 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1260. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

• • 

. , 

2|d. 

1200.  Aleppo 

• • 

Id. 

1261. 

Dama'Cus  . . 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

• • 

44d. 

1262. 

Samoa 

• • 

• 4 

id. 

1202.  Swatow 

Id. 

1263. 

Pio  Grande  do  Sul 

• « 

2id. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

2|d. 

1264. 

J eddah 

• • 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1265. 

V ienna 

# , 

3d. 

1205.  Rew  Orleans 

2|d. 

1266. 

Shanghai 

3d. 

1206.  Suauin 

l|d. 

1267. 

Bangkok 

lid. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1268. 

M eshed 

• • 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id.  | 

1269. 

Cadiz..  .. 

2d. 

1209.  Rantes 

Id.  | 

1270. 

Cherbourg  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1271. 

Erzeroum  . . 

, # 

|d. 

1211,  Ichang 

3id.  1 

1272 

Christiania  . . 

, # 

5d. 

1212.  Wenchow 

Id. 

! 1273. 

Buda-Pesth  .. 

. # 

id. 

1213.  Havana 

2d. 

i 1274. 

Rew  York  . . 

3d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

Id. 

! 1275. 

St.  Petersburg 

7|d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

id. 

j 1276. 

Alexandria  . . 

lid. 

1216.  Foochow 

Id. 

1277. 

Tokio 

. , 

2id. 

1217.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1278. 

Bilbao 

• • 

, , 

3id. 

1218.  Vera  Ciuz  .. 

lid. 

1279. 

Beyrout 

• • 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

Id. 

1280. 

Pekin  .. 

• • 

, # 

2|d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

Id. 

1281. 

Salvador  .. 

id. 

1221.  Mogador 

2^d. 

1282. 

Malaga 

• # 

4d. 

1222.  Ber/in 

• ® 

l|d. 

1283. 

Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

# # 

8|<L 

1223.  Rome 

9 • 

Id. 

1284. 

Canton 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

• • 

6 |d. 

1285 

Washington . . 

• • 

lid. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

• • 

2|d. 

1286. 

Warsaw  .. 

id. 

1226.  Madeira 

• • 

5.1d. 

1287. 

Pekin 

, # 

|d. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

• • 

• • 

lid. 

1288. 

Amsterdam  . . 

, # 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1289. 

Manila 

, # 

2id. 

1229.  Rewchwang.. 

• • 

Id. 

1290. 

Bahia 

, # 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking  .. 

• • 

lid. 

1291. 

Munich  . . 

9 • 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

Id. 

1292. 

Tries!  e 

lid. 

1232.  Odessa 

• • 

2d. 

1293. 

Tunis 

, # 

4d. 

1233.  Chic.ig©  .. 

3d. 

1294. 

Montevideo . • 

# # 

lid. 

1234.  Taganrog 

• • 

« • 

2jd. 

1295. 

Belgrade  .. 
Teneriffe 

## 

2d. 

1235.  RiDgpo  .. 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1296. 

•e 

Id. 
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Import  Irom  the  United  Kingdom  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..44 

Export  to  the  United  Kingdom  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..44 

Importation  and  exportation  in  general  . . . . . . . . 45 

Grain  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..45 

Prices  of  grain  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..45 

Coffee  ..  ..  o . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..46 

Chicory  . . ..  ..  ..  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..46 

Sugar  46 

Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Petroleum..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..46 

Margarine  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..47 

Coals  . . . . .,  . . . . . . . . 47 

Industries..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,47 

Pommeranian  Iron  Foundry  and  Machine  Works,  Limited  . . . . . . 47 

Stralsund  Playing  Card  Factory,  Limited  ..  .♦  ..  ..  ..47 

Malt  factory  . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Breweries..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..47 

Gasworks  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..47 

Sugar  factory,  Stralsund. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..48 

Sugar  factory,  Barth  . . . . . . . . 48 


Note. — The  average  rate  of  exchange  has  been  during  the  month  of— 


January  . 

February  . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December. 


1 English  shilling 
6 „ pence 

1 „ ton 

1 meter  centner 
1 centner 
1 kilo.  .. 


1 mark. 

50  pfennigs. 
1,016  kilos. 
100  „ 

50 

2 lbs. 


M. 

pf. 

20 

36 

20 

39 

20 

40 

20 

41 

20 

41 

20 

38 

20 

38 

20 

40 

20 

37 

20 

36 

20 

35 

20 

34 

Through  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1892  expectations  were  Qrain 
very  depressed  in  regard  to  the  harvests  which  had  the  appearance  harvests, 
of  being  exceptionally  bad  throughout  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

This  expectation  was,  however,  much  modified  later  by  the 
abundant  crops  in  America.  And,  indeed,  wheat,  rye,  and 
potatoes  surpassed  all  expectations.  The  prices  consequently  fell, 
so  that  the  average  from  November,  1891,  to  December,  1892, 
was  for  wheat  85  marks  and  for  rye  113  marks.  This  unexpected 
(1632) 
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Iron  trade. 


Ship- 

OTrners. 


Cholera. 


Import. 


increase  of  crops  abroad  caused  several  heavy  losses  to  millers  and 
dealers,  but  agriculturists  suffered  far  less  than  was  expected. 

Early  in  the  year  (1892)  prices  were  falling  for  raw  material, 
at  times  slightly  interrupted  by  strikes  in  the  north  of  England. 
The  low  cost  of  raw  material  naturally  brought  down  the  sale 
prices  of  worked  iron. 

Owners  of  shipping  failed  to  increase  their  business,  which  was 
considerably  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  This,  however,  does 
not  appear  to  have  caused  any  general  reduction  in  shipbuilding, 
for  several  large  vessels  fitted  with  all  the  modern  contrivances 
were  ordered ; no  doubt  more  on  account  of  the  low  prices  for 
construction  and  coal  rather  than  for  the  amount  of  present 
business. 

Quarantine  precautions  against  cholera  were  great  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  commerce  and  shipping,  although,  no  doubt  they 
were  considered  necessary  by  the  authorities.  Still  a great  want 
is  felt  in  Germany  for  a Central  Board  of  Health,  with  executive 
powers  to  bring  the  various ' practices  at  the  different  places  into 
uniformity. 

The  import  to  Stettin  by  sea  for  the  years  3890-92  amounted 
to  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1890.. 

1,424,970 

1891.. 

. . 

1,408.813 

1892.. 

! 1,355,937 

The  total  import  to  Stettin  and  Swinemiinde  for  the  years 
1890-92  amounted  to  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1890  

1891  

1892  

Tons. 

1,771,650 

1,856,874 

1,762,042 

Coal  and  coke  discharged  at  Swinemiinde  : — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons 

1890 

252,956 

1891 

359,790 

STETTIN, 


5 


The  export  from  Stettin  by  sea  for  the  years  1890-92  Export, 
amounted  to  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1890.. 

617,967 

1891.. 

567,607 

1892.. 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

562,988 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Swinemiinde  during  the  lteturn  of 
Years  1892-91.  shiPPia*' 


Entered. 


1892, 

1891. 

1 Number  of 
j Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

3,030 

1,405,112 

3,190 

1,441,164 

Sailing  . . 

•• 

•• 

1,272 

119,306 

1,232 

139,622 

Total 

.. 

•• 

! 4,302 

1,524,418 

4,422 

1 1,580,786 

1 

Cleared. 


1892. 

1891. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

3,019 

1,399,531 

3,200 

1,446,452 

Sailing  .. 

•• 

•• 

1,152 

113,364 

1,198 

134,253 

Total 

•• 

•• 

4,171 

1,512,895 

4,398 

1,580,705 

Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Stettin  during  the  Years 

1892-91. 

Entered. 


1 

1892. 

1891. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Steam  . . 

2,578 

1,087,896 

2,649 

1,091,649 

140,172 

Sailing  .. 

•• 

•• 

1,317 

118,993 

1,288 

Total 

•• 

3,895 

1,206,889 

3,937 

1,231,821 
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At  the  port  of  Swinemiinde  174  of  the  above  were  British 
steamships  with  a tonnage  of  145,163,  with  crews  numbering 
3,219  men. 

At  the  port  of  Steitin  319  of  the  above  were  British  steamers 
with  a tonnage  of  342,997,  and  77  were  sailing  vessels  with  a 
tonnage  of  10,527,  with  crews  together  numbering  6,014  men, 
giving  a total  for  1892  amounting  to  570  British  vessels  of 
498,687  tons,  and  crews  numbering  9,233  men,  against  a total  of 
632  British  vessels  of  528,623  tons,  with  crews  numbering 
10,305  men  in  1891. 

The  grain  import  by  sea  amounted  to 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat . . 

3 2,890 

41,747 

Rye 

21,119 

88,806 

Oats  . . 

2,087 

25,797 

Barley.. 

8,687 

9,681 

Maize  ..  .. 

52,508 

8,990 

Total  . . 

•• 

92,291 

175,021 

The  customary  supply  of  rye  from  Russia  which  usually  finds 
its  way  to  the  interior  through  this  port  was,  during  1892,  very 
considerably  interfered  with,  owing,  not  only  to  the  prohibition 
of  export  (which  was  in  force  more  than  half  the  year),  but  also 
by  the  high  prices  ruling  in  Russia,  enabling  rye  to  be  in  a few 
cases  exported  from  here  to  Russia  with  profit,  but  the  grain 
which  formerly  was  forwarded  via  Stettin  to  the  interior  had  to 
be  purchased  from  other  countries  than  Russia ; and  naturally 
found  its  way  into  Germany  via  Hamburg,  whereby  the  Stettin 
and  Pomeranian  mills  were  placed  at  a disadvantage  in  regard  to 
the  extra  freight  which  had  to  be  paid  in  receiving  grain  by  rail 
from  the  North  Sea  harbours  rather  than  having  it  brought  to 
their  own  doors  by  sea.  Of  the  import  to  Stettin  by  sea  in  1892 
7,041  tons  came  from  Denmark,  and  5,838  tons  from  France.  In 
part  compensation  to  the  small  quantity  of  the  principal  kinds  of 
grain  was  the  unusually  large  supply  of  maize  which  was  partly 
utilised  for  distilling  and  also  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  oats. 

The  abundant  inland  crops  of  grain  and  potatoes  depressed 
the  prices  here,  in  comparison  with  the  market  prices  abroad. 

There  remained  a stock  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  (1892) 
of  5,571  tons  of  wheat  and  3,092  tons  of  rye. 
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The  monthly  average  prices  at  Stettin  were : — 


Month. 

Wheat. 

Eye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Maize. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

January  ...  t ... 

223 

24 

227 

08 

173 

162 

168 

February  

165 

156 

135 

March  

165 

• 150 

125 

April  

205* 

69 

201* 

03 

165 

151 

121 

May  

209 

42 

196 

17 

163 

148 

124 

June  

200 

66 

188 

90 

148 

127 

July  

189 

91 

186 

26 

153 

122 

September 

154 

65 

141 

95 

i*45 

138 

122 

October 

••• 

153 

25 

137 

98 

150 

142 

121 

November 

148 

85 

132 

22 

140 

135 

121 

December 

148 

36 

128 

45 

138 

133 

120 

The  grain  export  by  sea  from  Stettin  amounted  to  : — 


Year. 

Wheat. 

Eye. 

Barley. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1891  

2,595 

1,089 

3,395 

1892  

7,117 

4,856 

5,121 

Flour  was  only  imported  by  sea  from  the  Zollverein  ports,  Flour, 
viz.  : in  1891,  5,718  tons,  and  in  1892,  14,598  tons.  The  export 
by  sea  from  Stettin  to  foreign  countries  and  to  the  west  of 
Germany  amounted  in  1891  to  26,182  tons,  and  in  1892,  23,172 
tons.  To  the  Zollverein  ports  were  exported  in  1891, 10,549  tons, 
and  in  1892,  2,593  tons.  Prices  for  wheat  flour  moved  for  00 
between  16  marks  and  10  marks  50  pfl,  for  rye  flour  0/1  between 
16  marks  50  pf.  and  8 marks  90  pf.  per  50  kilos. 

The  import  of  bran  by  sea  amounted  to  12,085  tons  in  1892,  Bran, 
against  39,416  tons  in  1891.  The  export  by  sea  in  both  the 
above  years  was  insignificant.  Prices  receded  from  6 marks  50  pf. 
to  4 marks  50  pf.  for  rye  bran,  and  from  6 marks  25  pf.  to  4 marks 
40  pf.  for  wheat  bran  per  50  kilos. 

The  export  of  potatoes  from  this  has,  for  several  years,  ceased  potatoes, 
to  be  of  consequence. 

Prices  for  potatoes  in  Stettin  were  : — 


Month. 

Bert. 

White. 

Distilling. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

M.  pf. 

From  January  to  March 

70 

00 

62 

50 

42  50 

In  April. . 

67 

50 

57 

50 

# # 

May  . . . . 

60 

00 

45 

00 

J une  . . 

60 

00 

47 

50 

# # 

July 

55 

00 

50 

00 

August 

45 

00 

42 

60 

September  ..  .. 

30 

00 

26 

67 

, # 

October  . . . . 

26 

67 

23 

33 

22  50 

December  . . 

28 

33 

23 

33 

20  83 

Spirits. 


The  export  of  spirits  by  sea  from  Stettin  amounted  to  6,829 
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tons  in  1892,  against  8,521  tons  in  1891.  The  export  to  Spain 
amounting  only  to  396  tons  against  4,410  tons  in  1891.  This 
fall  off,  however,  was  fully  expected  on  account  of  the  high  import 
duty  of  160  pesetas  per  hectolitre  introduced  in  Spain. 

The  last  shipments  of  spirits  were  despatched  to  Spain  at  the 
beginning  of  January,  arriving  there  before  the  end  of  the  same 
month  these  were  received  under  the  old  tariff,  since  which  time 
nothing  has  been  done.  The  export  price  of  spirits,  without 
barrel,  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  48  marks  50  pf.,  on 
April  1,  4l  marks,  on  October  1,  34  marks,  and  on  December  31, 
29  marks  50  pf. ; under  these  depressed  conditions  consumers 
purchased  only  what  was  absolutely  necessary  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  and  refused  to  enter  into  any  business  for  future 
dates.  Stocks  on  hand  in  Stettin  distilleries  and  bonded 
warehouses  at  the  close  of  the  year  amounted  to  about  20,000 
hectolitres. 

Business  in  refined  sugar  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
showed  considerable  confidence  which,  however,  was  not  supported 
by  future  events ; many  purchasers  losing  severely  on  account 
of  the  fall  in  prices.  The  reserve  consequently  established 
amongst  buyers  continued  during  the  summer,  and  was  somewhat 
increased  by  the  cholera,  also  by  the  failure  in  the  fruit  harvest. 
Most  refineries  in  the  district  had  ceased  to  work  early  in  summer, 
awaiting  the  impending  changes  in  the  duties  to  come  into  force 
in  September,  as  this  would  make  the  delivery  of  white  goods 
1 mark  25  pf.  per  centner  cheaper  than  heretofore,  everybody  was 
trying  to  get  rid  of  their  stocks  before  the  arrival  of  the  new 
sugar.  The  average  prices  at  the  Magdeburg  Exchange  for  raw 
sugar  of  the  first  produce  (inclusive  of  bag  from  railway"  station) 
were  as  follows:— 


Months. 


January 
February 
March 
April  .. 
May  .. 
June  . . 

J uly  . . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Basis, 

92°. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

19 

05  to 

19 

70 

18 

90 

19 

35 

18 

20 

18 

90 

17 

80 

18 

65 

17 

50 

18 

00 

17 

90 

18 

35 

17 

20 

17 

85 

17 

50 

18 

00 

13 

65 

14 

15 

13 

80 

14 

85 

14 

35 

15 

00 

14 

35 

14 

85 

Basis, 

88°. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

18 

00  to 

18 

90 

18 

00 

18 

45 

17 

20 

18 

00 

16 

80 

IS 

00 

16 

65 

17 

00 

16 

90 

17 

50 

16 

40 

17 

00 

16 

75 

17 

10 

12 

95 

13 

45 

13 

10 

14 

25 

13 

65 

14 

50 

13 

70 

14 

20 

The  import  of  oil-seed  and  oil-producing  material  to  Stettin 
by  sea  amounted  to  20,853  tons  in  1892,  against  34,908  tons  in 
1891.  Of  these,  rape-seed  and  colza  14,745  tons  were  imported 
in  1891,  and  6,089  tons  in  1892  : also  linseed,  16,422  tons  in  1891, 
and  12,144  tons  in  1892.  In  1892,  however,  a considerable 
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quantity  of  Indian  rape-seed  was  imported  to  Stettin  via 
Hamburg,  so  that  the  total  supply  of  rape-seed  and  colza  may  be 
calculated  at  30,000  tons. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  (1892)  the  supply  from  India  Rapeseed 
covered  the  wants  of  the  market.  The  new  inland  crop  was and  colzs* 
abundant  and  of  good  quality.  The  price  of  the  new  inland  rape- 
seed  was  220  marks  at  the  commencement,  but  yielded,  on  the 
arrival  of  larger  supplies,  to  205  marks,  but  rose  as  offers  became 
weaker — towards  the  end  of  the  year— -to  225  marks.  Indian 
rape-seed,  during  the  course  cf  the  year,  fluctuated  between 
215  marks  and  195  marks  transitu  duty  paid. 

The  import  by  sea  of  all  sorts  of  oilcake  to  Stettin  amounted,  Oilcakes, 
in  1892,  to  15,909  tons  against  16,766  tons  in  1891,  and  export 
by  sea  amounted  to  5,627  tons  in  1892  against  6,155  tons  in  1891. 

The  greater  part  of  the  import  consisted  of  ground-nut  cakes  from 
France,  but  on  account  of  the  high  prices  demanded  for  the  ground- 
nut cake  there  was  a heavy  call  for  rape-seed  cake  throughout 
the  year,  prices  began  at  5 marks  90  pf.  per  50  kilos,  and  rose  to 
6 marks  30  pf. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  (1892)  the  market  was  very  Seeds, 
firm  on  account  of  the  large  purchases  France  had  made  from  Ked  clover. 
America  in  view  of  the  pending  rise  in  the  taxes.  Notices  were  : 
in  January,  38  marks  to  60  marks  per  50  kilos. ; February- 
March  business  was  at  first  dull,  but  became  more  lively  as  the 
warm  weather  set  in,  especially  in  American  red  clover,  of  which 
large  parcels  went  to  Silesia  and  Moravia,  and  even  in  some  cases 
back  again  to  America,  also  French,  Russian,  Polish  and 
Hungarian  red  clover  was  well  placed.  Notices  were : for 
American,  55  marks  to  60  marks,  for  European,  55  marks  to 
66  marks.  The  new  crop  was  deficient  in  quantity  in  America 
and  France;  Silesia,  Stiria  and  Italy  medium  crops,  whilst 
Bohemia,  Moravia,  Galicia  and  South  Hungary  were  reported  as 
abundant ; also  in  regard  to  the  inland  crops,  October  found 
abundant  offers  in  the  market.  Prices  stood  at  55  marks  to 
70  marks.  Notices  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  at  50  marks  to 
73  marks. 

White  clover  cost  in  January  40  marks  to  85  marks,  in  April  White  clov 
40  marks  to  80  marks,  in  October,  in  consequence  of  favourable 
reports  on  the  harvest,  prices  were  at  50  marks  to  80  marks,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  55  marks  to  80  marks. 

Swedish  clover  stood  in  April  at  65  marks  to  85  marks,  in  Swedish 
October,  on  account  of  good  harvest,  60  marks  to  80  marks,  and  clover, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  at  55  marks  to  75  marks. 

Yellow’  clover  in  April  stood  at  15  marks  to  30  marks,  in  Yellow 
October,  in  consequence  of  failure  of  crops  in  France,  at  18  marks  clover, 
to  28  marks,  and  later  at  18  marks  to  35  marks. 

Timothy  seed  was  abundant  at  the  commencement  of  the  Timothy, 
year  beginning  at  17  marks  to  24  marks,  in  April  at  17  marks 
to  23  marks,  in  October,  in  consequence  of  undervaluation  of 
inland  crops  and  high  demands  from  America,  prices  were  at 
18  marks  to  27  marks,  and  later  15  marks  to  28  marks. 
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Rye  grass  commenced  at  13  marks  to  22  marks  and  ended  at 
16  marks  to  25  marks. 

The  export  by  sea  from  Stettin  amounted  in  1892  to  8,296 
tons  against  7,911  tons  in  1891,  of  the  former  amount  1,287  tons 
went  direct  to  the  Zollverein  ports  and  1,991  tons  to  Holland. 
The  year  1892  commenced  in  this  market  with  relatively  high 
prices,  which,  however,  were  not  long  maintained  on  account  of 
reserve  on  the  part  of  purchasers  and  the  general  expectation  of  a 
good  harvest.  Commencing  with  the  price  of  59  marks  the 
values  fell  quickly  to  52  marks,  but  shortly  before  the  April-May 
delivery  the  price  rose  tor  a few  days  to  54  marks  50  pf.,  but 
continued  to  fall  again,  until  in  the  beginning  of  September  the 
lowest  price  was  attained  of  47  marks.  The  reason  of  this 
large  depression  in  prices  is  to  be  looked  for  in  the  abundant 
French  harvest.  Prices  rose  again,  however,  gradually  during 
September  from  47  marks,  in  November  being  52  marks  50  pf., 
and  then  fell  again  to  50  marks  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  estimated  import,  export  and 
stock  on  hand  of  rapeseed  for  the  last  four  years  in  met. 
centners. 


1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Stocks  on  January  1 . . 
Production  of  the 
Stettin  mills  . 

Supply  from  inland 

Met.  cwts. 
6,500 

77,000 

4,800 

Met.  cwts. 
5,000 

82,000 

5,200 

Met.  cwts. 
2,000 

79,000 

6,000 

Met.  cwts. 
1,500 

85,000 

2,000 

Total 

88,300 

92,200 

87,000 

88,500 

Exported  to — 

Western  Germany,  and 
Berlin 

Foreign  countries 
Town  and  province 
Sundries  and  refuse 

46,000 

25,500 

8,800 

4,000 

47,200 

28,000 

8,600 

1,900 

48,700 

24,000 

7,500 

1,800 

58.000 

23.000 
6,000 
4,500 

Total 

84,300 

85,700 

82,000 

86,500 

Stock  on  hand  . . 

4,000 

6,500 

6,000 

2,000 

Prices  per  100  kilos,  (inclusive  of  barrel  and  duty  paid)  on 
January  1 : — 


Year. 

Price. 

M.  pf. 

1892  

50  00 

1891  

58  50 

1890  

66  40 

1889  

60  50 

Note.— The  10  years’  average  was  54  m.  90  pf.  per  100  kilos. 
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Import  by  sea  of  fat,  oils,  and  grease  amounted  to  28,214  tons  Grease, 
in  1892  against  24,880  tons  in  1891. 

The  import  by  sea  amounted  in  1892  to  13,527  tons  against  Lard. 
11,488  tons  in  1891.  Prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were 
noted  for  u transitu  ” at  30  marks  to  33  marks  50  pf.,  in  February 
30  marks  to  34  marks  50  pf.,  in  May  28  marks  to  33  marks  25  pf., 
from  July  until  the  end  of  the  year  a very  nearly  uninterrupted 
and  steady  increase  in  prices  took  place  on  account  of  poor  offers 
from  America,  and  the  year  closed  at  39  marks  to  52  marks 
50  pf.  (per  50  kilos.). 

The  supply  by  sea  for  1892  amounted  to  3,339  tons  against  Linseed  oil. 
2,986  tons  in  1891.  The  price  for  English  linseed  oil  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  was  at  23  marks  25  pf.  per  50  kilos,  (duty 
paid),  but  came  by  May  to  22  marks,  and  moved  between  this 
price  and  22  marks  75  pf.  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Import  by  sea  was  2,469  tons  in  1892  against  1,623  tons  in  Train  oil. 
1891.  Notices  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  20  marks 
50  pf.  to  26  marks  50  pf.,  came  down  towards  the  end  of  July 
to  19  marks  23  pf.,  and  finished  the  year  at  19  marks  50  pf.  to 
23  marks  50  pf.  (per  50  kilos.). 

The  import  of  palmnut  oil  and  cocoanut  oil  by  sea  amounted  Palm  °H»  . 
in  1892  to  3,667  tons  against  3,534  tons  in  1891.  The  notices  an^cocoanut 
for  palm  oil  moved  (for  50  kilos,  duty  paid)  between  22  marks  oil. 

50  pf.  to  22  marks  75  pf.  and  26  marks  50  pf. ; for  palmnut  oil 
(per  50  kilos,  duty  paid)  between  24  marks  22  pf.  and  23  marks. 

Cocoanut  oil.  Cochin  (per  50  kilos,  duty  paid)  between  33  marks 
to  34  marks,  27  marks  to  28  marks  50  pf.  and  28  marks  to 
29  marks  25  pf.,  and  for  Ceylon  between  28  marks  to  29  marks 
50  pf.,  25  marks  to  26  marks,  26  marks  to  27  marks  and  25  marks 
50  pf.  to  26  marks  50  pf. 

Supplies  by  sea  amounted  to  1,608  tons  in  1892  against  1,201  Tallow, 
tons  in  1891.  Notices  (per  50  kilos,  duty  paid)  were  Russian 
tallow  from  38  marks  50  pf.  to  39  marks  up  to  40  marks  50  pf. 
to  42  marks.  Australian  from  29  marks  31  pf.  to  28  marks 
32  pf. 

The  business  in  petroleum  at  Stettin  has  had  a large  increase  Petroleum, 
in  consequence  of  the  erection  of  reservoirs  and  the  employment 
of  tank  steamers.  The  import  in  1892  amounted  to  99,411  tons 
against  47,785  tons  in  1891  ; of  these  amounts  96,708  tons  in 
1892  and  44,574  tons  in  1891  were  direct  from  America.  During 
the  last  2 years  no  petroleum  has  been  imported  here  by  sea 
from  Russia.  The  amount  of  imports  given  in  barrels  would 
represent  for  1892,  546,173  barrels,  and  1891,  223,784  barrels ; 
the  amount  for  1892  was  conveyed  here  in  21  sea-going  vessels 
(of  which  five  were  large  tank  steamers),  349,036  barrels  were 
discharged  into  the  reservoirs  of  the  Deutsch-American  Petroleum 
Gesellschaft,  and  197,137  barrels  into  the  reservoirs  of  the  Stettin- 
American  Company.  Stettin  notices  were  (per  50  kilos,  duty 
paid)  in  January  11  marks  20  pf.  to  11  marks,  remaining  at 
11  marks  until  March,  then  yielded  to  10  marks  and  standing  at 
that  figure  until  the  middle  of  July,  then  rose  to  10  marks  35  pf., 
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and  slowly  receded  from  the  end  of  September  back  to  10  marks, 
and  in  December  at  9 marks  80  pf. 

The  year  1892  shows  the  largest  catch  ever  known,  it  will 
perhaps  hardly  be  placing  the  figures  too  high  when  it  is  stated 
that  4.000,000  barrels  were  the  approximate  result.  Scotland 
may  be  ) >laced  at  1,000,000  barrels,  Norway  1,000,000  barrels. 
Holland  500, 000  barrels,  and  Sweden  at  from  1,250,000  barrels 
to  1,500,000  barrels.  The  Swedish  catch  was  imported  into  the 
market  in  a fresh  condition,  and  this  has  not  been  without  its 
effect  in  the  sales  of  the  salted  goods.  Of  the  latter,  Stettin 
received  49  per  cent,  of  the  total  import  to  the  Zoll  districts 
which  is  more  than  in  any  former  year. 


1 1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

1 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch 

342,379 

324,360 

371,560 

338,745 

Norwegian 

157,663 

117,513 

132,816 

164,600 

Swedish. . 

52,398 

54,547 

49,085 

48,974 

Dutch 

26,964 

12,560 

6,471 

9,447 

French 

, , 

2,210 

Bornholm 

•• 

260 

"84 

1,622 

Total 

579,404 

509,240 

560,016 

565,598 

The  large  number  of  offers  caused  curers  to  lower  their  prices, 
and  also,  owing  to  the  good  potato  crop,  the  sale  reached  the 
following  amounts  : — 


1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  . . . . 

347,594 

305,433 

396,260 

332,809 

Norwegian 

136,786 

117,714 

135,846 

157,296 

Swedish. . 

52,581 

52,210 

47,316 

47,115 

Dutch  . . 

19,629 

12,733 

5,653 

10,089 

French 

2,210 

Bornholm 

57 

221 

1,610 

643 

Total  . . 

556,647 

488,311 

586,685 

550,162 

Showing  an  increase  on  1891  of  68,000  barrels.  The  sale  would 
possibly  have  reached  the  figures  of  1890  had  it  not  been  for 
certain  obstacles  which  did  not  occur  during  that  year.  First 
may  be  mentioned  the  great  heat  experienced  in  August  and  the 
long-continued  low  water  in  the  canals  and  rivers  ; and  secondly, 
but  certainly  nut  less  troublesome,  were  the  prohibitions  on  the 
transit  of  goods  established  by  the  Austrian  and  Eoumanian 
Governments  on  account  of  the  cholera,  which  remained  in  force 
from  6 to  8 weeks.  The  main  consumption  is  naturally  in  the 
last  half  of  the  year,  and  both  Scotch  and  Norwegian  herrings  ex- 
perienced an  equally  good  sale,  although  Scotch  were  more 
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particularly  exposed  to  considerable  competition  by  tbe  cheaper 
Dutch  herrings.  In  the  earlier  half  of  the  year  the  sale  was  dull, 
owing  to  the  high  prices  of  potatoes  and  the  increased  consump- 
tion of  fresh  Swedish  herrings. 

On  January  1 the  stocks  on  hand  amounted  to  19,774  barrels  old  Scotch 
crown  and  unbranded  fulls,  and  29,239  barrels  of  smaller  sorts,  herrings. 
In  the  spring  came  small  consignments  of  5,876  barrels  in  total; 
but  by  March  and  during  Lent  a livelier  business  had  developed, 
especially  in  crown  fulls,  which  became  scarce,  and  therefore  rose 
in  price.  Subsequently,  however,  the  demand  became  weaker. 

Crown  and  unbranded  fulls,  also  crown  fulls,  were  towards  the 
end  of  April  nearly  all  sold.  About  7,000  barrels  of  unbranded 
matties  and  ihlen  went  over  to  the  new  season  and  found  pur- 
chasers at  very  low  prices.  Crown  fulls  fetched  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  from  35  marks  to  36  marks  (duty  unpaid)  ; later  on 
the  price  went  down  to  30  marks.  Crown  mat  fulls  fetched  at  the 
commencement  from  30  marks  to  32  marks,  but  came  down  by 
the  end  of  July  to  25  marks  to  26  marks;  at  the  same  time 
Crown  ihlen  yielded  from  25  marks  to  26  marks  down  to  15  marks 
to  16  marks  (duty  unpaid). 

The  first  consignments  of  matties  arrived  about  the  end  of  Matties, 
April,  15,143  barrels  being  sold.  The  demand  continued  lively 
during  the  whole  season,  and  the  new  supplies  found  purchasers 
mostly  at  ship^s  side.  Prices  were  for  good  Stornoway  cures  * 
between  25  marks  and  40  marks,  and  even  some  lots  at  55  marks. 

Small  supplies  arrived  from  Castle  Bay,  which  reached  from 
95  marks  to  110  marks. 

The  sale  of  Scotch  east  coast  herrings  attained,  next  to  the  New  east 
year  1890,  the  largest  known,  namely,  281,175  barrels.  At  the  coast 
commencement  of  the  season  prices  were  only  medium.  In  the  herrmSs* 
later  part  of  the  year  competition  with  the  cheaper  Dutch 
herrings  made  itself  felt. 

The  prices  are  shown  by  the  following  table: — 
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The  total  sale  of  old  Norwegian  fat  herrings  during  the  Old 
year  1892  amounted  to  37,312  barrels,  and  must  be  considered  as  Norwegian 
exceedingly  small.  The  stock  consisted  principally  of  the  smaller  fat  herrms‘ 
sorts — real  middle  and  middle — which,  on  account  of  the  high 
prices  demanded  by  the  holders,  did  not  obtain  much  notice. 

Business  in  these  herrings  was  not  at  any  time  to  be  called  lively, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  year  4,728  barrels  remained  on  hand 
unsold.  Prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were,  for  Kaufmanns, 

33  marks  to  36  marks ; large  middle,  28  marks  to  32  marks ; real 
middle,  20  marks  to  2r>  marks;  middle,  12  marks  to  15  marks; 
small  middle,  8 marks  1o  10  marks,  and  by  the  end  of  July  prices 
had  fallen  to — Kaufmanns,  22  marks  to  25  marks ; large  middle, 

21  marks  to  24  marks;  real  middle,  13  marks  to  15  marks; 
middle,  8 marks  to  9 marks  ; small  middle,  6 marks  to  7 marks 
(duty  unpaid). 

The  first  supplies  of  new  fat  herrings  arrived  about  the  ^ew  fat 
beginning  of  August  and  attained  to  good  prices,  and  in  conse-  herrings, 
quence  of  the  large  takes  the  quantity  in  the  market  was 
so  great  that  the  prices  became  depressed  to  a very  low  point. 
Favoured  by  the  low  cost,  as  well  as  by  very  fine  quality,  the 
demand  was  beyond  that  of  any  former  year. 

Prices  as  follows  : — 


(1632) 
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New  Sloe  herrings  were  again  caught  on  the  south-east  coast  New  Sloe 
of  Norway  in  considerable  quantities,  but  found  only  a limited  herrings, 
demand  at  prices  from  15  marks  to  19  marks  (duty  unpaid). 

About  41,000  barrels  of  old  and  9,000  barrels  of  new  Swedish  Swedish 
herrings  were  sold  during  the  year.  In  the  spring,  at  the  herrings, 
beginning  of  Lent,  a lively  demand  ensued,  and  large  sales  took 
place,  especially  in  ihlen,  at  prices  from  5 marks  to  10  marks  (duty 
unpaid).  Fulls  went  at  from  16  marks  to  25  marks  in  January, 
gradually  falling  to  14  marks  to  17  marks  in  April.  The  general 
demand  for  the  latter  was  small,  but  in  September  and  October 
a little  more  life  developed  at  prices  from  9 marks  to  14  marks 
(duty  unpaid).  Larger  shipments  of  the  new  catch  arrived  in  the 
latter  half  of  November,  when  the  demand  had  a good  deal 
slackened,  and  prices  were,  for  fulls,  17  marks  to  19  marks;  medium 
fulls,  14  marks  to  16  marks;  ihlen,  9 marks  to  10  marks  (duty 
unpaid).  The  stocks  amounted  at  the  end  of  the  year  to — 


Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  herrings 

44,092 

49,307 

Norwegian 

49,611 

28,734 

Swedish 

9,244 

9,427 

Dutch. . 

9,093 

1,758 

Bornholm 

31 

88 

Total  . . 

112,071 
* | 

89,314 

The  import  of  timber  by  sea  to  Stettin  amounted,  in  1892,  to  Timber. 
130,939  tons,  against  161,495  tons  in  1891.  The  export  by 
sea  from  Stettin  in  1892  amounted  to  56,071  tons,  against  56,912 
tons  in  1891  ; but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  wood  ordered  by  Stettin  dealers  last  year  for  1892  and 
destined  for  export  was  sent  to  l)antzic.  The  Stettin  stocks 
were  overfilled  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and  the  cost 
of  transit  was  too  high  in  regard  to  the  distressed  state  of  the 
markets  in  the  principal  purchasing  districts.  The  sale  to 
England  of  first-class  oak  plan^ons  had  a commencement  before 
the  end  of  the  whole  year  (1891),  and  considerable  concessions 
had  to  be  made  in  order  to  find  a market,  as  the  sale  of  1891  was 
so  terribly  bad.  In  the  second  half  of  the  year  (1892)  the  sale 
ceased  almost  entirely,  and  it  was  only  towards  the  close  of  the 
shipping  season  that  merchants  here  were  able  to  do  more  busi- 
ness by  making  further  concessions.  The  regress  in  prices 
during  the  year  amounted  to  about  5 per  cent. 

Prices  for  second  class  plan^ons  also  remained  very  low ; weak 
planpons  were  scarce  and  were  better  paid  for.  Oak  stem-ends, 
especially  Belgian,  were  in  great  demand,  and  improved  much  in 
price.  The  business  in  oak  boards  with  France  was  almost 

(1632)  B 2 
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entirely  at  a standstill,  as  buyers  had  purchased  abundant  supplies 
before  the  rise  in  duty  came  into  force.  Business  in  pine  shows 
a slight  increase  with  regard  to  the  preceding  year,  but  still 
prices  could  not  be  said  to  be  satisfactory.  The  sale  abroad 
remained  dull,  as  the  proportionately  cheap  prices  at  which  pine 
was  offered  from  Dantzic  and  Memel  had  a decided  influence  on 
the  market  here.  The  demand  from  England  for  long,  strong 
beams  could  not  be  supplied,  os  they  were  not  to  be  had,  the  bad 
business  done  in  this  article  in  former  years  having  kept  mer- 
chants back  from  new  ventures. 

The  Scotch  market  was  lost  for  long,  strong  Mauerlatten,  and 
France  had  ceased  to  purchase.  The  best  business  in  Mauerlatten 
was  done  with  Belgium. 

The  inland  markets  were  somewhat  livelier,  Berlin  allowing — 
especially  in  the  autumn — better  prices,  the  other  inland  markets 
following  suit. 

The  limited  stock  of  long  weak  pine  Mauerlatten  found  a good 
market  at  the  towns  on  the  Elb,  5-inch  and  6-inch  gained  about 
5 per  cent. ; 7-inch  rose  up  to  11  per  cent.  The  Stettin  home 
market  was  comparatively  healthy,  and  would  have  been  lucrative 
if  the  risk  to  capital  had  been  less  heavy.  This  was  owing  to  the 
continued  speculation  in  building  that  is  carried  on  with  great 
vigour  in  spite  of  the  fear  of  over-production. 

In  consequence  of  the  small  stocks  on  hand  of  firwood  in  Riga,. 
England  was  obliged  to  fall  back  on  the  less  approved  Galician 
firs,  which  were  exported  from  Dantzic  and  Stettin,  but  in  order 
to  do  business  in  the  latter  goods  it  wras  found  necessary  to  make 
a reduction  in  price  of  about  9 per  cent.  The  inland  markets 
showed  less  interest  in  fir,  and  the  reduction  was  as  much  a& 
13J  per  cent. 

In  oak  goods  the  competition  of  Dantzic  resulted  in  a very 
little  importation  to  Stettin,  the  oak  producing  forests  lying  much 
closer  to  the  former  city.  The  stock  on  hand  here  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  consequently  smaller  than  is  usually  the  case. 

The  stocks  in  pine  and  firs  were  largely  reduced  far  below  the 
ordinary  average. 

The  export  of  timber  for  1892  is  shown  by  the  following, 
table : — 


Stettin’s  Timber  Exportation  in  the  Year  1892. 
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Coffee  and 

southern 

fruit. 


The  import  of  coffee  amounted  to — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1892 

8,260 

1891 

5,816 

1890 

6,224 

1889 

6,153 

Of  the  import  in  1892,  4,111  tons  arrived  from  German 
harbours,  1,398  tons  from  England,  and  967  tons  from  Holland. 
Prices  during  the  year  were  on  a slowly  increasing  scale  in  which 
Brazilian  goods  gained  most. 

Stettin  notices  for  kilo,  (transitu)  were ; — 
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CERMANT. 


Sice. 


3pl'  C8. 
Pepper. 


Allspice. 

Cassia  lignea 

Southern 

fruit. 


Wine. 


Metals. 

iron. 


The  import  of  rice  to  Stettin  was  14,848  tons  in  1892,  against 
21,651  tons  in  1891.  Notices  during  the  year  did  not  show  many 
«*r  great  changes,  prices  at  the  end  remaining  the  same  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  (per  50  kilos,  transitu).  Cadangh  table 
rice,  28  marks  to  30  marks  ; Java  table  rice,  19  marks  to  20  marks ; 
Japan,  16  marks  to  19  marks  ; Patna  table,  1 6 marks  to  18  marks  ; 
Rangoon  and  Moulmain  table  rice,  15  marks  to  17  marks; 
the  latter  fell  to  11^  marks  to  14  marks,  and  later  to  10^  marks 
to  14  marks;  broken  rice  lrom  10^  marks  to  11^  marks,  and 
9 1 marks  to  Ilf  marks. 

Pepper  fell  in  price  until  June,  and  remained  until  September 
at  the  lowest  point,  but  recovered  by  the  end  of  the  year  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  season’s  loss.  Singapore  and  Tellicherry  (per 
50  kilos,  transitu),  in  January,  38  marks  and  40  marks;  in  June 
30  marks  50  pf.  and  31  marks  50  pf. ; in  November,  Singapore 
was  noted  36  marks ; and  in  December,  35  marks.  White 
Singapore  fell  steadily  until  July  from  65  marks  (per  50  kilos, 
transitu)  to  53  marks  and  50  marks,  but  regained  in  October  to 
58  marks. 

Allspice  rose  during  the  course  of  the  year  until  November, 
from  29  marks  to  32  marks  (per  50  kilos,  transitu)  up  to  34  marks 
to  36  marks,  and  noted  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  33  marks  to 
35  marks. 

Cassia  lignea  was  noted  throughout  the  year  at  50  marks 
(per  50  kilos,  duty  paid). 

The  prices  for  raisins,  currants,  almonds  (per  50 kilos.)  were: — 


Articles. 

July  1. 

October  1. 

In  December. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Raisins 

17‘50  to  25 

14  to  20 

16  to  21 -50 

Currants  . . 

19  00  23 

21  24 

24  26  -00 

Almonds  . . 

72  00  90 

72  90 

76  99-00 

The  import  of  wine  to  Stettin  during  1892  was  6,041  tons, 
against  5,822  tons  in  1891,  and  the  export  amounted  to  (so  far  as 
is  ascertainable)  to  4,252  tons  in  1892,  against  5,297  tons  in  1891, 
showing  a decrease  of  1,045  tons. 

French  wines  which  were  principally  imported  via  Copenhagen 
by  Danish  steamers  forms  the  largest  portion  of  the  wine  imported 
for  the  year.  The  notable  increase  of  219  tons  against  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  the  wines  received  here  is  attributable  to  the 
endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  wine  merchants  to  complete  their 
stocks  on  hand  with  the  good  Bordeaux  vintages  of  1889,  1890, 
and  1891. 

The  import  by  sea  of  raw  and  manufactured  iron  goods 
amounted  to  135,744  tons  in  1892,  against  116,929  tons  in  1891. 

Of  pig  iron,  69,285  tons  arrived  direct  from  England,  and 
26,377  tons  via  Belgium.  The  principal  exports  from  Stettin 
were:  wrought  iron,  11,121  tons  in  1892,  against  5,780  tons  in 
1891;  rough  ironware,  2,327  tons  in  1892,  against  2,769  tons  ?n 
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1891;  iron  ore,  slacken,  iron  pyrites  imported  l>y  sea  were 
195,957  tons,  against  170,501  tons  in  1891.  The  prices  for 
German  pig  iron  per  1,000  kilos.,  according  to  the  Imperial 
Statistical  Office,  were  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

| 

January,  j 

April. 

July. 

October. 

December. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

M. 

pf. 

Marks. 

Breslau  works — 

Puddled  pig-iron  

48 

00 

47 

00 

50 

50 

51 

00 

49 

Foundry  „ ... 

Dortmund — 

50 

00 

49 

00 

57 

50 

56 

00 

53 

Bessemer  pig-iron  

Westphalian  puddled  pig-iron 

58 

1 

00 

58 

00 

58 

00 

58 

00 

56 

No.  1 

51 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

49 

Thomas  pig-iron  

Dusseldorf — 

50 

00 

50 

50 

49 

00 

49 

00 

47 

Best  puddle  pig-iron 

51 

50 

51 

50 

51 

50 

52 

00 

50 

„ foundry  

69 

00 

65 

00 

65 

00 

65 

00 

63 

The  notices  for  German 'bar  iron  in  Stettin  were : January, 

16  marks;  March,  15  marks  ; June,  15  marks  50  pf . ; September 
and  December.  15  marks.  For  sheet  iron  in  January,  17  marks 
to  20  marks,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  16  marks  to 
18  marks  per  100  kilos. 

In  February,  the  lowest  price,  during  1892,  for  copper  was  Copper, 
noted,  viz. : 43 1.  Is.  3d.  (per  ton).  In  June,  however,  in  con- 
sequence of  arrangements  between  American  and  European 
producers  to  reduce  the  output,  prices  rose  to  48/.  Subsequently, 
in  view  of  the  weak  demand,  the  price  fell  to  46/.  17s.  3d.  In 
Stettin,  notices  for  raw  copper  in  January  and  March  amounted 
to  (per  100  kilos.)  120  marks  to  130  marks;  in  June,  110  marks 
to  120  marks;  in  September,  105  marks;  and  in  December 
115  marks. 

Tin  fetched  in  the  Banca  auction  (Holland)  : January,  54^  6. ; Tin. 
May,  58^  fl. ; July,  56 f fl. ; September,  55J  6.;  and  November, 

56}  fl. 

The  export  of  zinc  and  zinc  plates  from  Stettin  in  1892  was  Zinc. 
24,381  tons,  against  25,629  tons  in  1891.  Prices  were  at  first 
steady.  In  May,  London  notices  were  22/.  17s.  3d.  (per  ton); 
later,  the  price  fell  to  18/.  and  closed  at  18/.  10s.  In  Stettin, 
zinc  plates  were  /per  100  kilos.)  at  January,  53  marks  to  54  marks ; 

March,  52  marks  to  53  marks;  June,  54  marks  to  55  marks; 
September,  53  marks;  and  in  December,  50  marks. 

The  export  by  sea  from  Steitin  amounted  to  5,782  tons,  against  Lead. 
7,127  tons  in  1891.  The  price  was  at  the  lowest  stand  at 
0/.  16s.  3d.  (per  ton),  but  rose  toward  the  end  of  the  year  to  10/. 

In  Stettin  for  inland  lead  (per  100  kilos.),  was  noted  in  January, 

March  and  June,  28  marks,  in  September  and  December, 

26  marks.  Spanish  lead,  in  January,  35  marks ; March  and  June, 

34  marks  ; September  and  December,  33  marks. 

The  total  import  by  sea  to  Stettin  and  Swinemiinde  amounted  Coals  and 
to  : — coke. 
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Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Swinemiinde  . . 

326,130 

359,790 

Stettin  . . . . . . . . ! 

189,433 

207,655 

Total 

515,563 

567,445 

The  prices  at  the  pit’s  mouth  for  Silesian  coals  were,  from 
January  until  March,  9 marks  20  pf. ; from  April  to  July,  8 marks 
90  pf. ; in  August,  8 marks  80  pf. ; from  September  to  November, 
9 marks  20  pf. ; and  in  December,  9 marks  7 pf.  (per 
1,000  kilos.). 

Stettin  prices  were  (per  3,000  kilos,  of  English  coals  and  per 
50  kilos.  Silesian)  : — 


STETTIN. 


© <N  JO 
p O OO  W 

• 

« 

a 

uJ  ’ * Jr-  O O 

S co 

o 

. • O © O co 

p©  o o t-  ^ 

M ^ O)  OJ  O O 
i*3  ^ CS  CM 

O O © CO  <o 
P©  OOOOKJ 

May. 

ufflOOOOO 
^ CO  CO 

© 

• o O O 05  CO 
p©  O O t'-  -P 

uh‘  tH  05  05  O O 
^ Til  (M  IJ 

© ON® 

p o c oo  o 

l_j  OO  * CO  O O 

,*3  ^ CO 

Cl, 

© 

■+J- 

<1 

e - O O O © © 
0,0  OOOO® 

v-I  so  o o o o 
^ tjj  co  m 

^ooocoo 

PhO  O O 05  JO 

w <M  N »1  O O 
i*3  JO  CO  CO 

c5 

o 

uj  O O O <M  CO 
p©  © © OO  JO 

1=4  >-1  o o o o 

1*3  VO  CO  CO 

eP  O O O CO 

pL,0  OOON 

February. 

ujmciaoo 

1 JO  CO  CO 

o 

qj  o O O 05  O 
p©  oocot— 

HOffiOOO 
<i  O (M  W 

M-'  O © 'T*  -T* 

P,©  © © *- 

£ 

cS 

P 

P 

u-J  t'-  * © © o 

<3  JO  CO 

© 

c$ 

© © © H CO 
p©  © © © Jt- 

L ® -t  N O o 

CO  CO 

Large  Scotch 

Steam  small  . . . . 

Coke  . • • • . • 

Silesian  coals 
Brown  coals 

I 

ep  © O -rf 

p©  © © 

CO  © 

<X> 

rO 

r=3  JO  CO  .8 

a 

© 

o . . 8 

© 1 

- • © © eo 

« 

® 05 

wJ  CO  CM  O 

flweo 

t©  © © -rH 

Ph©  © © 

o 

^ CO  © 

^ JO  CO 

a 

o . 

<D 

©>  . 

o 

c«  © © © CO 

& 

p©  © © © 

1—4  — * r-H  CO  © 
JO  CO  CO 

1(^00  rtf  © 

p©  © © oo 

uj  <N  <N  © © 

5? 

*3-  »0  CO 

o 

3 

o 

/•s 

© © CO  CO 

w 

p©  © 00  © 

WHH  © © 

,*3  JO  CO 

p © © © © p, 
p©  © © © © 

<D 

O,  (N  © © © 

^ JO  CO  CO 

a 

o 

-2 

’+J 

Pi 

5 - © © © © CO 

02 

p©  © © OO  © 

u4  O H (N  O © 
rP  JO  CO  CO 

^ © O co  >o 

p.©  © © ■t'- 

^4  oi  © © © 

-g 

^ co  eo 

s 

o 

to 

-M 

o 

<{ 

© © © cq 

p©  © NW 

IcH  © © © © 

i*=i  CN  <M 

«*_•  © CO  tt* 

{P,  © OO  JO 

* " H<  © © 

»*3  CO 

o 

P © © © to  OO 

j P.O  O © tjj 

mooo©oo 

1*3  <m  PI 

Large  Scotch 
Steam  small 

Coke  

Silesian  coals 
Brown  coals 

26 


GERMANY 


Freights. 


The  year  1892  again  show©  a decrease  in  the  trade  by  sea  at 
this  port  as  compared  with  the  former  year,  both  as  regards  the 
number  of  vessels  as  weii  as  the  total  tonnage,  the  latter  showing 
the  considerable  decrease  of  24,905  tons  register.  This  loss  must 
be  accounted  for  principally  by  the  absence  ol  the  grain  imports 
from  .Russia,  also  the  cholera,  which,  although  attacking  Stettin 
but  slightly,  had  an  unfavourable  influence  on  the  trade  by  sea, 
mainly  in  consequence  of  the  quarantine  regulations. 

Freights  for  steamers  were  (April  inclusive) : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

London  

Zinc 

Per  ton 

7 6 to  6 0 

Sugar  

n •••  ••• 

9 6 8 0 

Hull  

Zinc 

))  •••  ••• 

7 0 6 0 

Sugar  

« •••  ••• 

9 0 8 0 

Oak  plangons  

Per  load 

11  o 

Leith  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

10  0 8 0 

Firth  of  Forth  ... 

Pit  props  

Per  load 

8 6 

Greenoek 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

9 0 8 0 

Liverpool  

...  ••• 

... 

9 0 8 0 

Cardiff  

Oak  plan^ons  

Per  load 

10  0 

Amsterdam 

Sugar  

Per  1,000  kilos. 

7 75  to  7 00 

Flour 

Jf 

7 75  7 50 

... 

Rotterdam 

Sugar  ...  

7 00  6 00 

Flour 

i* 

7 00 

Riga  

Clay 

Per  centner  ... 

0 20 

Geuoa  

Sugar  1 

Per  ton 

... 

12  0 to"  11  0 

The  freights  were  (including  August) 

Ports. 

Articles. 

. 

1 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

| M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

London  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

7 0 to  7 6 

Zinc 

99  ...  ••• 

I 

GO  6 6 

Hull  

Sugar  

99  •••  ••• 

... 

7 0 

Zinc 

99  ... 

... 

6 0 

Leith  

Sugar  

99  ... 

7 6 7 0 

Wheat  

Per  quarter  ... 

1 3 

South  Alloa 

Pit  props  

Per  load 

East  coast  of  Eng- 

8  6 

land  

,,  ... 

M 

J 

Greenock 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

7 9 8 0 

Liverpool  

Zinc 

,,  

7 6 8 0 

Sugar  

,9  ...  ... 

8 6 

Cardiff  

Oak  planqons  ... 

99  ... 

... 

10  0 

Fir  timber 

6 0 

Amsterdam 

Sugar  

Per  1,000  kilos!* 

6 50  to  7 00 

Hour 

6 50  8 00 

Malt 

7 00 

... 

Rotterdam 

Sugar  

6 00  6 50 

• •• 

Flour 

1 6 00  7 00 

Landscrona 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

1 4 50 

Stockholm 

Flour 

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 30  0 25 

Malt  ...  ...  ...  ... 

99  ... 

i 0 20  0 25 

Sugar  

1 0 25 

Riga  

Clay 

Per  ton 

4 50 

Dunkirk 

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos. 

15|  fr. 

Lisbon  

Chamotteware  

Per  ton 

16  0 ... 

Genoa  

Sugar  

99  •••  ... 

H 6 

New  York 

Zinc 

99  ••• 

8 0 8 6 

Cement  

... 

8 6 7 6 

Sugar  

99  ...  ... 

J 

8 6 

Rags 

,,  

12  6 14  0 

Farina  

” 

13  0 
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From  September  to  the  end  of  the  year: — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 

s.  d.  s.  J. 

London  

Sugar  

Per  ton 

7 6 to  9 0 

Zinc 

11  •••  ••• 

6 6 7 h 

Hull  

Sugar  

11  •••■  ••• 

7 6 9 0 

Zinc 

Per  quarter  ... 

6 0 7 0 

Grain  

13  16 

Sunderland 

Pit  props  

Per  load  ... 

9 6 

Leith 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

9 0 8 0 

Zinc 

Per  quarter  ..J 

8 0 

Grain  

13  1 

Firth  of  Forth  ... 

Pit  pi  op3  

Per  load 

9 6 1 1 0 

Greenock 

Sugar  

Per  ton 

8 0 8 6 

Liverpool  

11 

>l  ••• 

8 6 8 0 

Zinc 

))  ...  ... 

8 0 

Flour 

8 0 

Amsterdam 

Sugar  

Per  1,000  kilos. 

7 00  to  7 50 

Flour 

8 00  7 50 

... 

Rotterdam 

Sugar  

11 

7 00 

Flour 

7 00 

Wheat  

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

6 00 

Stockholm 

Flour 

0 25  0 40 

Sugar  in  barrels  

Per  1,000  kilos 

12  00 

Gefle  

Flour 

Per  centner 

0 30  0 50 

Sugar  

Per2,000  kilos 

0 70  0 80 

Dunkirk 

Molasses  

16  fr.  to  16^  fr. 

Zinc 

Per  ton... 

7 0 ■“  ... 

Bordeaux 

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos 

23*  fr. 

... 

Genoa  

Sugar  

Per  ton... 

n o 

New  York 

Zinc 

))  ••• 

... 

9 0 

Sugar  

11 

8 0 

Cement  

11 

"* 

9 6 9 0 

Cellulose  

11 

14  0 

Farina  

U ••• 

... 

1 

13  0 

The  regular  steamers  running  between  Stettin  and  London,  steamship 
Hull,  Leith,  Amsterdam,  Rotterdam  and  the  Rhine  obtained  communi- 
fairly  abundant  cargoes  at  the  fore  mentioned  low  rates,  with  the  catlon- 
exception  of  in  the  hottest  part  of  the  summer,  during  which 
time  the  water  in  the  River  Oder  was  low  and  the  arrivals  in 
Stettin  less. 

A slight  increase  in  rates  of  freight  took  place  in  autumn  for 
coals,  pig  iron  and  slacken.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
a number  of  steamers  from  Norwegian  and  Swedish  ports  arrived 
in  Stettin  with  cargoes  of  wood  destined  for  inland  manufactories, 
principally  the  Cellulose  and  Paper  Factories  of  Silesia. 

The  export  of  rags  to  England  and  America  ceased  during  the 
latter  months  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  cholera. 
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The  freights  for  sailing  ships  were  in  spring  (April  inclusive)  : — 


Ports. 

| 

i Oak  Platons, 
! per  Load. 

Fir  Timber, 
per  Load. 

Pit  Props, 
per  Load. 

| s. 

d.  s.  d. 

s. 

d.  s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Wisbeaeh 

.*  12 

0 to  12  9 

9 

6 to  10  0 

. . 

London  . . 

..1  11 

3 

8 

3 

Kings  Lynn 

.. ! ii 

0 11  6 

8 

6 9 6 

Grimsby. . 

..10 

3 10  0 

7 

6 

Hull  . . 

..  n 

0 

Hartlepool 

..  ! 9 

6 10  0 

• • 

Sunderland 

..  ! 9 

6 10  0 

, # 

• . 

River  Tyne 

7 

3 

. . 

Grangemouth 

* 1 1 

7 

3 

• • 

Pirth-ol-Forth 

• * 

. # 

8 0 

Methil  .. 

7 

3 * 

Newport. . 

..  ! 12 

9 

, , 

Cardiff  . . 

..12 

9 

9 

0 

. # 

Bristol  . . 

.. ! is 

6 14  6 

10 

6 11  0 | 

# m 

Lowen  . . 

• • 

12 

0 

Ostende . . 

8 

6 

. 9 

Delfzyl  .. 

..  14 

Dutch  fl.  per 

80  cubic  feet. 

Dieppe  . . 

. . j Fir  (Mauerlatten)  and  oak  boards,  20 

fr.  and  1 5 % per  1 ast. 

And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows  : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Dunkirk 

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos. 

Pfennigs. 

17*  fr. 

Christiania 

Cement  

Per  ton 

90 

Copenhagen 

Chamotteware  

Per  centner  ... 

m 

Cement 

Per  ton 

75 

Gypsum  stone  

Per  centner  ... 

20 

Ystad  

Chamotteware  

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

27£ 

Oil-cake 

m 

Landscrona 

Chamotteware  

22  hr 

Stockholm 

30 

Nykjobing 

Manure  salt  

25 

St.  Petersburg  ... 

Chamotte  stones  ... 

50  copecks 

Borga  

Loaf  sugar 

50 

Freights  during  the  summer  (including  August) : — 


Oak  PI  an  90ns, 
per  Load. 

Fir  Timber, 
per  Load. 

Pit  Props, 
per  Load. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

London  .. 

11 

6 

.. 

. . 

Grimsby. . 

8 

6 

. . 

Hull 

11 

3 

to  9 

’ 6 

Hartlepool 

8 

0 

8 

9 

Sunderland 

7 

9 

8 

9 

. . 

Belfast  . , 

, , 

10 

0 

Cardiff  . . 

11 

6 

13 

0 

1 

Newport 

11 

6 

. 

Plymouth 

11 

9 

11 

6 

8 

6 

. . 

Lowen  . . . . . . 

10 

3 

Antwerp.. 

12 

0 

• 

8 

0 

.. 

STETTIN. 
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And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

• Copenhagen 

Chamotteware  

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
0 30 

Aalborg-Randers 

Sugar  

f 1 ••• 

0 25 

Flour 

0 25 

Christiania 

Chamotteware  

?!  ••• 

0 40  to  0 32| 

Skien  

Cement  

Per  ton 

0 80 

Sornaes  

Glass  sand 

Per  50  kilos.  ... 

0 18 

Soderhamn 

Manure  salt  

,, 

0 22|  ... 

Malmo  

Chamotteware  

99 

0 35 

Kalmar  

Oil-cakes  

?>  •« 

0 30 

Chamotteware  

99 

0 25 

Soda 

0 20 

Glass  sand 

?> 

0 13 

Stockholm 

Manure  salt  

0 20 

Chamotteware  

,, 

0 30 

Oil-cakes  

?? 

0 35 

St.  Petersburg  ... 

Clay 

Per  1,000  kilos. 

4 75  4 50 

Tr6port  

Molasses  

Per  2,000  kilos. 

17  fr. 

Bordeaux 

» 

1 

22  fr. 

From  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  timber  freights 
were : — 


Ports. 

Oak  Plan5ons, 
per  Load. 

Fir  Timber, 
per  Load. 

Pit  Props, 
per  Load. 

s. 

d. 

S. 

d. 

s. 

d.  s.  d. 

s.  d. 

London  . . 

12 

0 

# 

, # 

Kings  Lynn 

12 

0 

# 

10 

0 

Grimsby.. 

11 

0 

. . 

Hull 

12 

0 

Sunderland 

9 

6 

to  11* 

0 

, m 

River  Tyue 

, # 

7 

6 

Cardiff  . . 

12 

6 

# 

# 

, # 

Newport,.  ..  .. 

9 

6 

Bristol  . . 

15 

0 

11 

9 

Plymouth 

11 

0 

12 

0 

9 

0 9 3 

•• 

And  for  the  undermentioned  articles  as  follows  : — 


Ports. 

Articles. 

Currency. 

Pfennigs. 

Aarhuus 

. . 

Soda  ..  .. 

Per  50  kilos.  . . 

35 

Flour.. 

• « 

40 

Copenhagen  .. 

. . 

Soda  . . . . 

If  • • 

25 

Iron  .. 

* * 

27! 

Bergen 

. . 

Chamotteware 

?»  • • 

50 

Halmstad 

.. 

Oilcakes 

yy  • • 

35 

Helsingborg  . . 

. . 

Manure  salt  . . 

99  • • 

20 

Malmo 

Salt  ..  .. 

99  • * 

25 

, Ystad.. 

. . 

Potatoes 

99  • • 

30 

Salt  .. 

99  * 4 

25 

Uil-cakes 

9t  • • 

30 

Carlscrona 

. . 

Potatoes 

if  • • 

30 

, Stockholm 

Oil-cakes 

35 

Uleaborg 

Tornea 

] 

Loaf  sugar  .. 

•• 

» 

80 

Bjorneborg  . . 

» • • 

» • • 

55 

*JRiga  •• 

,, 

20 

Dunkirk 

Molasses 

Per  2,000  kilos. 

18  fr. 

Bordeaux 

•• 

J>  * * 

99  9) 

22  „ 

30 
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Local 

requirements 
Lighting  of 
the  ricer,  &c. 


Customs 

flelavs. 


NeueDampfer 

Company. 


Although  the  Imperial  Government  has  in  a degree  complied 
: with  the  applications  made  by  the  shipowners  and  others 
interested  in  the  river  navigation  between  the  ports  of  Stettin 
and  Swinemiinde  by  erecting  some  fresh  lights  on  the  river,  it  is 
still  very  necessary  that  further  improvements  should  be  made  in 
this  direction,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  for  steamers  to  enter 
during  the  darkest  nights.  With  the  newly-erected  lights,, 
steamers  coming  through  by  night  can  only  reach  their  destined 
port  of  Stettin  (or,  vice  versa,  Swinemiinde),  if  they  are  able  to 
pass  the  buoys  and  beacons  in  the  Papenwasser  by  daylight.  It  is 
urgently  needed  that  the  Papenwasser,  if  not  entirely  lighted 
with  light-buoys,  should  at  least  be  supplied  with  leading  light- 
buoys. 

One  of  the  greatest  requirements  in  order  to  place  the  harbour 
of  Stettin  on  an  equal  footing  for  competition  with,  say,  the 
ports  of  Liibeck,  Kiel,  Swinemiinde,  &c.,  is  the  increase  of  the 
loading  and  discharging  hours  now  permitted  by  the  customs 
authorities — that  is  to  say,  from  9 hours  (present  time)  to  12 
hours.  This  increase  of  time  might,  according  to  good  authori- 
ties, be  easily  and  more  cheaply  attained  by  increasing  the 
number  of  customs  officers  than  by  increasing  the  number  of 
wharfs  for  loading  and  discharging,  as  an  increase  of  three  work- 
ing hours  would,  according  to  the  authority  of  experienced 
stevedores,  enable  the  regular  liners,  such  as  the  Hull  boats,  to 
be  despatched  in  three  days,  and  in  the  case  of  other  boats  would 
enable  them  to  leave  the  berths  with  such  despatch  that  a number 
of  berths  would  always  be  free  for  new  arrivals  and  the  great 
present  delay  avoided. 

The  year  1892  was  an  exceedingly  unfavourable  one  for  ship- 
owners, and  the  directors  of  the  Neue  Dampfer  Company  report 
that  the  result  of  the  year’s  trading  is  far  from  satisfactory. 

In  the  first  half  of  the  year  they  had  to  suffer  from  the  falling 
away  of  the  Russian  grain  supplies  and  the  strikes  in  the  Durham 
coal  industry,  also  the  quarantine  regulations  were  very  great 
drawbacks  to  rapid  business.  Later  on,  however,  business 
assumed  a more  lively  appearance,  but  even  then  great  incon- 
venience was  experienced  through  the  low  water  in  the  river,  and 
finally  the  season  closed  early.  Throughout  the  year  they  report 
that  they  had  to  contend  with  one  difficulty  or  another.  As  soon 
as  one  was  overcome  another  unforeseen  embarrassment  would 
spring  up. 

In  January  freights  were  so  low  that  the  ships  could  only  be 
worked  at  a loss.  They  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  lay  up  their 
smaller  steamers  trading  in  the  Baltic,  and  also  the  larger  boat& 
trading  in  the  North  Sea;  only  the  trade  between  Stettin  and 
London  was  carried  on  with  three  steamers  during  the  winter. 

The  smaller  boats  of  the  company  were  only  able  to  commence 
rnnning  very  late,  owing  to  the  Baltic  ports  being  closed  for  so 
long  with  ice. 

Trade  opened  with  the  following  ports  on  the  dates  below 
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Port. 

Date. 

Dantzic 

March  24 

Konigsberg. . 

March  29 

Stockholm 

. . 

. . 

. . 

April  9 

St.  Petersburg 

•• 

•• 

May  7 

And  from  Liibeck  to  Konigsberg  on  March  30. 

The  total  weight  of  cargo  carried  by  the  Neue  Dampfer  Com- 
pany during  the  year  1892  amounted  to  306,570  tons,  against 
383,559  tons  in  1891.  The  above  company  ordered  a new  steel 
steamer  of  about  2,300  tons  burden  (inclusive  of  bunkers)  to  be 
built  by  the  Stettin  Maschinenbau  Actien  Gesellschaft  “ Vulcan,” 
to  be  delivered  in  April,  1893.  The  company  paid  no  dividend 
for  1892. 

Mr.  Rud.  Christ.  Gribel,  who  is  mainly  interested  in  the 
development  of  the  regular  lines  of  steamers  between  Stettin  and 
Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  Kiel,  Flensburg,  Copen- 
hagen, Riigenwalde,  Colberg,  Stolpmiinde,  Dantzic,  Elbing, 
Konigsberg,  Riga,  and  Helsingfors  reports  that  the  16  steamers 
belonging  to  himself,  together  with  15  other  Stettin  boats  running 
to  the  above-mentioned  ports,  have  during  the  year  1892  had 
poor  results. 

He  also  reports  that  he  has  increased  his  fleet  by  one  steamer 
of  1,200  tons  dead  weight,  which  was  built  at  the  iC  Neptune 
Works  at  Rostock,  and  has  proved  satisfactory.  The  trade  at 
Stettin,  Mr.  Gribel  states,  is  injured  by  the  narrowness  of  the 
bridges  and  the  want  of  discharging  berths  even  forthe  smaller  boats. 

Wages  paid  in  Stettin  for  ships’  labourers  (lumpers) 
amounted  to  an  average  of  40  pf.  per  hour,  or  about  4 marks 
(3s.  lid.)  per  day.  Sailors’  wages  remain  unchanged  at  45  marks 
(21.  4s.  4 d.)  per  month.  Victualling  money  for  each  man 
amounted  to  1 mark  20  pf.  (Is.  2d.)  per  day. 

The  insurance  premium  for  the  east  and  northern  trips  was 
at  6J  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  eastern  trip  alone  5J  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  in  some  cases  5 per  cent,  per  annum. 
Coals  were  about  1 mark  less  per  ton  than  in  the  former  year. 

This  company  in  1892  despatched  16  steamers  with  general 
cargo  and  passengers,  and  three  steamers  with  cargo  only  from 
Stettin  to  New  York.  19  steamers  arrived  at  this  port  with 
cargo  from  New  York.  From  Stettin  3,429  passengers  left  by 
the  company’s  boats  for  New  York. 

With  regard  to  goods  for  America,  the  action  of  the  McKinley 
tariff  was  experienced  in  the  frequent  want  of  cargoes  by  which 
freights  had  to  suffer,  and  was  felt  most  particularly  in  the 
autumn  months,  aided  as  it  was  by  the  severe  quarantine  measures 
put  into  force  by  the  United  States  authorities  ; indeed,  at  times 
the  passenger  trade  was  completely  stopped,  as  well  as  several 
articles  of  export  being  prohibited. 

The  regular  fortnight  despatch  of  steamers  is  to  be  continued 
(1632;  c 
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during  1893,  but  in  some  months  steamers  will  be  run  every 
week  between  Stettin  and  New  York. 


Annex  A. — Table  showing  the  Number  of  Vessels  Eegistered 
as  belonging  to  Stettin  during  the  Years*  1888-92. 

o o o 


Tear. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ton3. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1888  

64 

25,200 

36 

11,641 

110 

36,841 

1889  

71 

29,007 

30 

10,078 

101 

39,085 

1890  

76 

32,071 

32 

11,719 

108 

43,790 

1891 

76 

32,033 

24 

7,435 

110 

39,468 

1892  

78 

33,002 

18 

5,629 

96 

38,631 

* For  former  years  see  Report  No.  603  for  the  year  1888, 


Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Number,  Tonnage,  and  Crews 
of  British  Vessels  Arrived  at  Stettin  and  Swinemunde 
during  the  Years  1888-92. 


Stettin. 


Steam. 

Sailing. 

Year. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1888  

368 

337,109 

6,012 

106 

17,163 

630 

1889  

393 

367,192 

362,804 

6,626 

6,317 

103 

13,937 

596 

1890 

361 

107 

16,629 

633 

1891 

345 

347,617 

5,974 

80 

12,661  . 

465 

1892  

319 

342,997 

5,571 

77 

10,527 

443 

Swinemunde. 


Year. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

j Crews. 

1888  

206 

157,892 

3,544 

1889  

209 

164,388 

3,678 

... 

1890  

161 

124,922 

2,992 

1891 

206 

168,201 

3,861 

*1 

144 

*5 

1892  

174 

145,163 

3,219 

... 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Number  of  all  Vessels  which 
Entered  and  Cleared  at  the  Ports  of  Stettin  and  Swine- 
munde from  and  to  Great  Britain,  with  the  Imports  and 
Exports  from  and  to  Great  Britain,  during  the  Years 
1888-92. 


Year. 

Number  of  Vessels. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Remarks. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

1888  

927 

389 

438,603 

157,045 

1889  

1,027 

452 

496,376 

147,736 

1890  

929 

499 

446,645 

202,050 

1891  

932 

351 

446,430 

157,128 

1892  

867 

443 

402,005 

148,203 

Cholera. 

Annex  D.— Table  showing  the  Number  and  Tonnage  of  ail  Vessels  (including  Coasting)  which  have  Entered  and  Cleared 

the  Port  of  Stettin  during  the  Years  1888-92. 
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Decimal  Average  of  Tonnage. 
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This  building  yard  has  delivered  during  1892  two  small 
steamers  together  of  320  indicated  horse-power. 

The  men-of-war  “ Brandenburg  and  “ Weissenburg  ” each 
of  8,000  indicated  horse-power,  the  Aviso  u Hohenzollern  51  of 
9,000  indicated  horse-power  and  “ Comet 39  of  4,000  indicated 
horse-power  remain  for  completion,  also  1 freight  steamer  of 
4,650  gross  register  tons  and  2,000  indicated  horse-power  for  the 
Austrian  Llovd,  1 freight  steamer  of  1,800  register  tons  and 
670  indicated  horse-power  for  the  Stettin  Neue  Dampfer  Com- 
pany ; 1 tank  steamer  of  3,500  gross  register  tons  and  1,850 
indicated  horse-power  for  the  German-American  Petroleum 
Company  in  Bremen,  and  a river  steamer  for  Lemberg. 

The  works  delivered  engines  and  boilers  for  2 stationary 
steam  engines ; 2 large  ships’  boilers,  12  boilers  for  stationary 
steam  engines  and  locomotives;  61  locomotives  were  delivered. 
Awaiting  completion  are  54  locomotives,  3 large  steam  engines,, 
and  sundry  large  and  small  boilers  and  machinery.  The  value  of 
the  deliveries  during  1892  amounts  to  12,596,243  marks  (at  20 
marks  30  pf.  = 620,504/.  12s.}.  The  greatest  number  of 
labourers  employed  during  the  year  were  3,562,  and  the  lowest 
number  3,047  men.  Wages  paid  amounted  to  3,24-1,154  marks 
(at  20  marks  30  pf.  = 154,884/.  9s.).  The  Company  declared  a 
dividend  of  9 per  cent. 

These  works  delivered  10  screw  steamers  together  of  833 
gross  register  tons  and  1,521  indicated  horse-power.  Two- 
floating  docks  with  engines  of  150  indicated  horse-power  each, 
a tank  lighter  of  989  gross  register  tons,  and  6 tug  lighters 
together  of  1,519  gross  register  tons.  There  remained  in  course 
of  construction,  1 steel  sailing  ship  of  1,750  tons  for  a Hamburg 
firm,  1 barque  of  775  tons  for  a Kostock  firm,  2 screw  steamers 
of  875  tons  each  and  650  indicated  horse-power  for  the  North 
German  Lloyds,  1 screw  steamer  of  510  tons  and  300 
indicated  horse-power  for  Altona,  and  5 river  steamers  together 
of  360  tons  and  460  horse-power.  The  Company  paid  no 
dividend  in  1892. 

Messrs.  Nuske  and  Co.  delivered  in  1892,  5 different  vessels 
together  of  246  gross  register  tons,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  remained  in  construction  2 screw  steamers  together  of  850 
gross  register  tons  and  of  425  hcrse-power. 

This  factory  is  chiefly  concerned  in  the  manufacture  of  sewing 
machines.  The  sale  of  these  articles  was,  in  spite  of  the  new 
Swedish  duties  introduced  in  the  middle  of  the  year  (1892)y 
fairly  good  ; the  loss  in  prices  was  completely  counterbalanced  by 
the  increased  sale  of  machines  which  the  firm  are  continually 
improving  by  new  inventions  and  systems,  so  that  the  year  could 
not  be  called  an  unfavourable  one.  The  factory  exported  more 
than  two-thirds  of  their  whole  production  to  all  parts  of  Europe 
and  also  to  the  Transatlantic  countries. 

The  ironfoundry  produced  not  only  the  work  for  use  in  the 
firm’s  own  factory,  but  also  received  orders  for  all  sorts  of 
castings.  At  the  end  of  1892  the  firm  commenced  producing 
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malleable  iron  and  steel  castings,  also  opened  a cycle  factory. 

The  factory  receives  half  of  the  pig  iron  used  from  England,  and 
the  other  half  is  German  iron.  , 

Wages  paid  to  labourers  are  about  the  same  as  last  year 
(1891),  but  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  delicate  machinery  and 
the  necessity  for  the  employment  of  experts,  the  average  of  the 
total  amount  has  somewhat  risen,  but  it  may  generally  be  stated 
a good  workman  may  earn  3 marks  60  pf.  daily  for  10  hours’ 
work  ; 474  persons  were  employed  during  the  year. 

The  report  from  this  factory  states,  that  at  the  beginning  of  Stem 
the  year  business  was  very  dull,  but  became  better  in  the  third 
quarter,  so  that  the  sale  may  be  stated  to  have  been  fairly  good,  factory. 
Prices  both  for  inland  as  well  as  abroad  were  continually  on  the  Toepffer, 
decrease.  The  Stettin  market  was  much  depressed  by  cheaper  Orawitz  and 
offers  from  Silesia.  °* 

The  export  to  Russia  has  become  very  much  more  difficult 
lately  owing  to  the  heavy  duties  ; it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 
importance  for  the  cement  industry  that  a Russian  Commercial 
Treaty  should  be  ratified  and  the  Russian  market  reopened. 

A steam  engine  of  500  indicated  horse-power  has  been  erected 
and  is  now  working  with  furnaces  fitted  to  consume  just  half  the 
amount  of  coal  formerly  used. 

The  Stettin  Portland  Cement  Factory  report  that  their  The  Stettin 
cement  was  subjected  to  very  heavy  competition  with  foreign  Portland 
cements  during  1892  and  to  a consequent  fall  in  prices,  but  owing  j:eifent 
to  obtaining  a large  field  for  their  goods  and  by  economy  in  L 
management,  their  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  not 
altogether  unsatisfactory.  Although  prices  were  reduced  to  the 
lowest  level  which  left  but  little  if  any  room  for  profits  in  many 
factories,  the  proposal  to  form  a s)7ndicate  to  uphold  prices  was 
without  success.  No  changes  have  been  made  in  respect  to  the 
duties  charged  on  cement  in  Sweden,  Russia,  Austria  and 
Hungary.  It  is  not  at  all  necessary  that  a protective  duty, 
which  at  present  does  not  exist,  should  be  placed  on  foreign 
cement  in  Germany,  but  they  hope  that  the  duties  abroad  may 
receive  attention  in  the  new  commercial  treaties  with  a view  to 
their  reduction.  They  employed  600  labourers  and  paid  an 
average  of  2 marks  75  pf.,  declaring  a dividend  of  20  per  cent. 

With  regard  to  their  business  for  1892  this  company  report  The  Stettin 
that  they  found  sufficient  markets  for  their  cement,  but  had  to  Bredow 
suffer  with  all  others  from  the  heavy  fall  in  prices,  and  if  this  Porfcland 
continues  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  will  be  little  profit  fa-tory 
remaining  to  the  shareholders  of  many  cement  factories. 

Their  brick  kilns  were  during  1892  fully  employed,  and 
found  plenty  of  purchasers  at  similar  prices  to  former  years. 

The  works  produced  in  1892  109,20 2 barrels  of  Portland  cement 
and  5,332,450  bricks.  They  employed  daily  290  labourers, 
including  women  and  children,  and  paid  204.3d  6 marks  27  pf. 

(at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  1/.  equals  10,066/.).  The  company  declared  a 
-dividend  of  2 per  cent. 

This  company  report  that  the  net  profit  front  their  various  stefctm 
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factories  at  Stettin,  Bodenbach,  Niederlahnstein,  and  gasworks  at 
Lobositz,  Delitzsch,  and  Niederingelheim  amounted  to  740,000 
• marks  (at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  1/.  equals  36,453 1.  5s.)}  and  declared  a 
dividend  of  15  per  cent.  The  output  consisted  of  8,122  earthen- 
ware retorts,  9,279  tons  of  ornamental  bricks,  4,554,000  various 
sorts  of  building  material,  2,773  tons  of  Chamotte  mortar.  The 
weight  of  raw  material  worked  up  amounted  to  37,284  tons ; 
16,000  tons  of  coal  and  coke  were  used,  and  the  number  of 
labourers  employed  was  510. 

This  company  report  that  the  year  1892  was  not  a very  satis- 
factory one  for  the  roof-felting  industry,  although  the  continual 
building  of  houses  in  Stettin  caused  a lively  demand,  but  in  the 
country  generally  the  requirements  have  been  small,  affected  by 
the  bad  crops  of  1891. 

Their  efforts  to  increase  the  export  to  England  have  been 
attended  with  a slight  improvement,  but  the  use  of  roof-felting 
there  is  far  from  universal.  The  market  in  Sweden  is  limited  to 
small  orders  owing  to  the  import  duty.  To  Denmark  and  Russia 
their  export  has  entirely  ceased,  tbe  import  duty  being  pro- 
hibitive. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pending  negotiations  with 
Russia  may  prove  successful  in  reducing  the  duties,  and  give 
facilities  for  a return  to  the  former  condition  of  trade. 

They  report  that  their  “ wood-cement  ” (holz-cement)  roofs  for 
tropical  climates  have  proved  extremely  successful,  showing  a 
great  superiority  over  other  roofing  material  for  maintaining  a 
cool  atmosphere  in  the  interior  of  buildings  and  a greater  resist- 
ance to  climatic  influences.  This  has  been  proved,  they  state, 
by  the  Government  buildings  in  the  Cameroons,  which  have  been 
fitted  with  their  new  wood-cement  ” roofs. 

The  raw  products  used  in  this  factory  were  cheaper  than 
last  year  (1891),  especially  tar.  Large  factories  for  the  produc- 
tion of  coal  tar,  without  any  intermediate  powers  of  gas-making, 
have  been  erected  in  Silesia,  from  whence  the  tar  is  forwarded  bv 
rail  in  tank-trucks  instead  of  barrels,  as  was  formerly  the  method, 
in  consequence  of  which  England . and  the  North  German  gas- 
works had  to  reduce  their  prices. 

From  information  supplied  by  the  police,  100  licences  have 
been  granted  from  April  1,  1892,  to  the  end  of  March,  1893,  for 
the  building  of  dwelling-houses  in  Stettin.  As  each  house 
contains,  on  an  average,  eight  separate  flats,  and  many  contain 
twelve  flats,  the  number  of  residences  may  be  said  to  have 
increased  by  at  least  1,000  dwellings.  Such  a large  number  of 
licences  have  never  before  been  issued  in  Stettin,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  population  of  this  city  is  increasing  in  pro- 
portion. One  reason  of  this  is  probably  the  nearness  of  Stettin 
to  Berlin,  and  also  to  the  Baltic  bathing  places,  which  makes  it 
convenient  as  a place  of  residence  to  many  who  have  occasional 
business  to  transact  in  Berlin  and  yet  prefer  to  live  near  the  sea 
and  in  the  country. 

The  Stettin  Steam  Flour  Mill  Company  report  that  the  year 
1892  has  been  a most  unsatisfactory  one  for  their  business.  For 
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25  years  they  have  been  employed  in  working  up  Russian  rye,  Actien 
and  this  year  it  has  been  absolutely  withdrawn  from  their  mills.  Company. 
Their  chief  support  being  unobtainable,  business  was  limited  and 
irregular,  and  expenses  ranged  considerably  higher.  They  report  . 
that  their  rye  mills  suffered  considerably  through  the  competition 
of  mixed  flour,  or  so-called  bread  flour,  which  is  3 marks  to 
4 marks  cheaper  than  our  pure  rye  flour.  Not  less  unfortunate 
was  their  business  in  wheat  flour,  as  the  inland  wheat  remained 
always  too  dear  for  delivery  at  prices  demanded  by  customers. 

This  will  be  seen  clearer  when  it  is  stated  that  during  the  whole 
summer  season  wheat  was  always  20  marks  dearer  in  Stettin  than 
in  Berlin. 

The  want  of  rye  in  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  when  they 
could  have  found  profitable  markets,  prevented  business  being 
done.  As  the  geographical  position  of  Stettin  is  against  it,  when 
the  Baltic  Russian  ports  are  unable  to  export  rye  (which  is 
always  more  expensive  than  the  rye  from  the  south  on  the  Black 
Sea)  it  can  easily  be  understood  that  Hamburg  and  Berlin  stand 
in  a much  better  position  for  Black  Sea  grain  than  Stettin. 

Amounts  ground  at  these  mills  were : — 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Wheat  . . 
Rye 

Tons. 

7,916 

9,254 

Tons. 
| 28,871 

Tons. 

30,235 

Tons. 

43,957 

Total . . 

17,170 

•• 

•• 

The  prices  of  our  fabricates  moved  for  : — 


Articles. 

From — 

To— 

M.  pf. 

M.  pf. 

Wheat  flour,  00  ..  *. 

16  00 

10  50 

Rye  flour,  0/1  . . . . 1 

16  50 

8 90 

Rye  bran 

6 50 

4 50 

Wheat  bran  . . 

6 25 

4 40 

Exports  were : — 


Flour. 


By  Sea. 

By  River. 

By  Train. 

Total. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Abroad  .. 

72,485 

72,485 

Inland  . . 

50,800 

56,560 

5,510 

112,870 

Grand  total . . 

•• 

•• 

185,355 
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milL 


Bran. 


By  Sea. 

By  River. 

By  Train. 

Total. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Ceetners. 

Inland  .. 

. 

40,755 

29.457 

70,212 

The  total  exports  were  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Centners. 

1892.. 

. ! 255,567 

1891.. 

• • 

545,614 

1890  . 

. ! 509,222 

1889.. 

734,700 

« 


l]z  This  company  report  that  the  heavy  fall  in  price  up  to  the 
summer  months  made  the  sale  of  flour  difficult ; indeed,  sales 
ceased  altogether  at  times,  and  the  company  were  often  obliged 
to  limit  their  employment,  but  from  the  month  of  August 
they  were  pretty  fully  employed,  owing  to  the  low  price  of  wheat 
and  the  extreme  dryness  of  the  rivers,  which  prevented  many  of 
the  water  mills  from  working.  There  also  appeared  a stronger 
demand  for  flour  from  abroad,  and  as  they  had  purchased  in  spring 
considerable  quantities  of  rye  from  France  they  were  enabled  to 
meet  the  demands  from  Sweden  and  Finland  at  a cheap  rate. 

The  sale  of  bran  remained  up  to  autumn  very  good,  but  in 
the  latter  months  of  the  year  the  demand  ceased  almost  entirely. 
Stocks  on  hand  increased. 

The  company’s  mill  ground  : — 


Articles.  * 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Rye  . . . . . . . . . . 

18,295 

AYheat 

6,779 

Total  .. 

25,074 

„ in  1891  

27,382 

Exported  were  : — 


Articles. 

By  Sea. 

j By  River. 

By  Land. 

Total. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Centners. 

Flour 

234,870 

47,753 

64,538 

347,161 

Bran  .. 

15,233 

40,482 

77,668 

133,383 
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This  company  declared  a dividend  of  15  per  cent. 

The  flour-mill  remained  closed  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  A.  II.  Zander’s 
on  accouut  of  insufficient  employment  and  poor  markets.  and  oil 
The  mill  ground  3,300  tons  of  grain,  and  paid  80,564  marks  (at 1111 
20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  1 /.,  equals  3,968/.  14s.)  for  labour. 

The  oil  mill,  however,  with  exceptions  of  May  and  June, 
remained  at  work  for  the  whole  year.  The  large  supplies  from 
India  during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  together  with  the 
abundant  inland  crops,  gave  sufficient  material  to  employ  the 
mills.  The  Indian  crop,  as  well  as  the  inland  seed,  appeared  to 
be  good  in  quality  and  condition,  yet  the  yield  of  oil  was  not  as 
large  as  was  expected. 

The  demand  for  oil  was  during  the  whole  year  unsatisfactory 
and  the  markets  dull ; in  consequence  the  mills  accumulated  large 
stocks  on  hand. 

The  oil-mill  worked  up  11,700  tons  oilseed,  and  paid  15,458 
marks  (at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  1/.,  equals  761/.  10s.). 

This  mill  worked  up  13,000  tons  of  colza  and  rapeseedin  1892  Oil  mill  of 
(against  13,700  tons  in  1891),  producing  4,600  tons  of  oil  and  Wm.  Dilger. 
8,000  tons  of  oilcake. 

The  Pomeranian  Provincial  Sugar  Refinery  Works  used  up  Sugar 
the  following  amounts: — refinery. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

1892 

1891 

1890. 

Centners. 

654,624 

621,450 

632,000 

and  sold  of  their  output  the  following: — 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Centners. 

1892 ' 

665,189 

1891 

609,700 

1890 

619,000 

The  factory  employed  an  average  of  411  male  and  120  female 
labourers,  together  531,  against  500  in  1891,  and  paid  514,486 
marks  (at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  1/.,  equals  25,344/.  3$.),  against 
483,334  marks  34  pf.  (23,809/.  12s.)  in  1891,  and  paid  a dividend 
of  7^  per  cent.,  against  13^  per  cent,  in  the  former  year. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Weiss  reports  that  the  chicory  root  crop  of  1892  was  chicory, 
again  insufficient  in  quantity,  partly  through  bad  crops,  and  partly 
through  the  small  quantity  cultivated  ; indeed,  he  states  that  the 
total  amount  of  reduction  in  all  the  chicory  growing  countries 
together  is  not  less  than  40,000  tons.  The  prices  consequently 
rose  very  high,  equal  to  quite  100  per  cent,  on  former  years,  and 
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Chemical 

works. 


The  “ Union ’ 
Chemical 
Manu- 
facturing* 
Compauy. 


Paper  and 
pulp  factories, 


Breweries. 


higher  than  have  been  known  for  20  years,  but  the  price  of  the 
manufactured  article  did  not  rise  in  proportion  to  the  raw,  and  is 
only  about  4 marks  per  centner  higher  than  last  year. 

The  sale  of  this  factory  is  250  tons  less  than  1891.  100 

labourers  (men  and  women)  were  employed  who  received  in  wages 
55,000  marks  (at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  1/.,  equals  2,709/.  85. ), 
against  62,800  marks  (3,098/.  135.)  in  1891. 

The  business  of  the  Chemical  Factory  at  Pomerensdorf  has 
been  very  active  daring  the  year  1892,  and  the  sale  of  goods  has 
been  larger  than  in  any  former  year  of  the  factory’s  existence,  but 
the  profit  has  been  often  interfered  with  by  regression  in  prices. 
80,150  tons  of  raw  material  and  fuel  were  used,  producing 
54,650  tons  of  various  goods. 

The  number  of  hands  employed  at  Pomerensdorf  and  Wolgast 
averaged  780  with  wages  amounting  to  787,851  marks  (at  20  marks 
30  pf.  to  the  1/.  equals  38,810/.  8s.). 

The  company  paid  a dividend  of  10  per  cent. 

This  company  employed  in  their  various  factories — 


Number  of  Labourers. 

Wages. 

j 

Male. 

Female. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Glienken 

175 

14 

Marks. 

159,583 

£ s. 

7,861  5 

Grabow  . . 

48 

2 

53,337 

2,627  9 

Memel  . . . . . . 

113 

12 

88,388 

4,354  2 

Konigsberg  . . . . ! 

30 

19 

28,871 

1,422  5 

Total  . . . . 1 

366 

47 

330,179 

16,265  1 

Paid  a dividend  of  10  per  cent. 

The  demand  for  artificial  manures  during  the  autumn  was 
very  considerable,  so  that  the  sale  of  the  compauy  amounted  to 
78,857  tons  valued  at  5,626,929  marks  (or  at  20  marks  30  pf.  to 
the  1/.,  equals  277,188/.  13s.).  The  sulphuric  acid  used  amounted 
to  29,365  tons  in  i 892,  against  25,516  tons  in  1891.  27,841  tons 

of  the  above  arrived  from  America  in  1892,  against  23,566  tons 
in  1891.  The  import  of  Thomas  Slacken  in  1892  was  54,383  tons, 
against  42,850  tons  in  1891. 

The  paper  mill  at  Hohenkrug  is  reported  to  have  made  no 
profits  on  their  work  during  1892. 

The  pulp  and  cellulose  factory  at  Alt-Damm  declared  a 
dividend  of  11  per  cent. 

The  Stettin  “ Bergschloss  ” brewery  declared  a dividend  of 
12  per  cent.  The  Stettin  “ Elisium  ” brewery  reports,  that  from 
October  1,  1891,  to  September  30,  1892,  the  consumption  of  their 
beer  amounted  to  some  thousand  hectolitres  more  than  in  the 
year  before,  and  that  they  paid  a dividend  of  4 per  cent. 

Prices  for  barley  were — for  a very  middling  quality  some 
marks  dearer,  whilst  hops  which  were  of  good  quality  were  far 
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cheaper  than  last  year.  Prices  for  fuel  and  provender  remained 
unchanged.  The  wages,  as  well  as  the  number  of  hands  employed, 
remained  the  same  as  in  1891,  viz. : — 17  brewers  and  coopers, 

29  waggoners  and  labourers  at  monthly  wages  averaging  from 
84  marks  to  130  marks  and  70  marks  to  80  marks. 

The  number  of  ready-made  clothing  factories  in  Stettin  is  26,  Ready-made 
and  the  total  value  of  their  production  amounts  to  about  clothing. 
16,000,000  marks  (or  at  20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  1/.,  equals  788,128/.). 

General  business  in  this  trade  has  been  better  than  last  year, 
because  the  demands,  especially  during  the  latter  months  of  the 
year,  increased  again  considerably,  indeed  exporters  were  not  in 
a position  to  meet  the  demands,  hence  the  activity  in  the  factories. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  so  great  was  the  demand  of  the  ready- 
made clothing  factories  here  for  the  cheaper  kinds  of  stuffs  that 
the  manufacturers  refused  to  take  any  more  orders  in  hand  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1893. 

In  consequence  of  this  dearth  of  the  cheaper  stuffs,  managers 
of  the  clothing  factories  have  been  obliged  to  fulfil  their  orders 
with  more  expensive  goods,  which  it  is  hoped  may  lead  to  a con- 
tinuance in  this  direction. 

There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  motive  power  of  the 
factories,  but  this  has  not  in  any  way  lessened  the  number  of 
hands  employed. 

There  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  spring  of  1893  will 
be  a good  season  in  this  industry. 

Small  exports  of  the  above  goods  are  made  from  Stettin  to 
Canada  and  Australia. 


Stralsund. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Rose  reports  as  follows  on  the  port  of 
Stralsund  : — 

The  navigation  opened  again  in  the  middle  of  March.  There  g^ippino-  in 
entered  at  the  custom-house  in  total  475  ships  (sailing  and  general T 
steam),  with  a tonnage  of  82,475,  against  519  ships,  of  89,080 
tonnage  in  1891. 

The  number  of  sailing  vessels  entering  the  port  is  decreasing 
from  year  to  year,  and  bigger  steamers  are  taking  their  place,  so 
that  it  is  probable  that  shortly  only  steamers  will  visit  the  port  of 
Stralsund. 
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Nationality 
of  ships. 


Countries 
ships  sailed 
from. 


'Countries 
ships  cleared 
for. 


Of  the  above-mentioned  ships  were : — 


Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

Sailing 

174 

10,085 

Steam 

SOI 

72,390 

Total 

475 

82,475 

Table  showing  Nationality  of  Vessels  visiting  the  Port  of 
Stralsund  during  the  Year  1892. 


Flag. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

, German 

334 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

96 

Danish.. 

28 

Dutch  . . . . . . 

13 

Italian.. 

1 

British 

3 

Total 

»• 

•• 

475 

Table  showing  the  Countries  from  which  the  Ships  Sailed. 


Country. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Germany 

167 

Great  Britain  . . 

38 

Sweden  and  Norway  . . 

217 

Russia  . . 

2 

Denmark 

47 

Holland  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

2 

France..  ..  ., 

1 

United  States  of  America  . . 

1 

Total  | 

475 

Cleared  from  Stralsund  were  478  ships  with  a tonnage  of 
82,790  tons,  of  which  300  were  steamers  with  a tonnage  of  72,935 
tons. 
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There  left  for  : — 


Ports. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

German 

222 

British.. 

7 

Swedish  and  Norwegian 

99 

Russian 

9 

Banish.. 

127 

Dutch  . . 

14 

Total 

478 

Only  three  British  steamers  entered  the  port,  coming 
Stettin  in  ballast  and  loading  sugar  for  Greenock,  namely  : — 


from  British 

shipping. 


Steamships. 

Registered 

Tons. 

Crews. 

St.  Fergus  . . 

283 

14 

Rosalird 

404 

13 

Mount  Park 

346 

j 

Total 

1,033 

41 

The  number  of  ships  belonging  to  Stralsund  at  the  end  ofShiPs 
1892  was—  " belonging  to 

Stralsund. 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing 

Steam 

42 

1 

9,589 

289 

Total  .. 

.. 

43 

9,878 

While  there  were  at  the  end  of  1891 : — 


Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Sailing  . . 

57 

10,452 

Steam  . . 

5 

458 

Total 

•• 

.. 

62 

10,910 

These  tables  prove  that  sailing  vessels  are  tending  to  disappear 
more  and  more,  there  being  already  a difference  of  15  sailing 
ships  within  1 year. 


Freights  paid 
from  and  to 
Stralsund. 
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Freights  paid  to  Stralsund  were: — 


From — ■ 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Articles. 

Sterling. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

£ s.  d. 

M.  pf. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

Kiga 

. . 

13  38 

. , 

2,000  kilos,  lin- 

seed 

London,  Hull 

0 6 6* 

10  00 

Linseed,  per  ton 

Rochester 

. . 

9 00 

- . . 

40  gall,  petroleum 

New  York  .. 

0 2 li 

. . 

. . 

Newcastle 

7 10  Of 

. . 

5 H to  6 0 

Per  ton,  coals 

Burntisland  . . 

6 G Of 

5 9 6 9 

Grangemouth 

5 5 Of 

. . 

. . 

Coals 

Shoreham 

0 6 0 

•• 

.. 

Per  ton,  coke 

* Coke.  f Per  keel. 


Freights  paid  from  Stralsund  were : — 


To  — 

Currency. 

Remarks. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Rotterdam 
Bremen 
Hamburg  . . 

Marks. 

6 to  6| 
6 

Marks. 
6*  to  7 

j Per  1,000  kilos,  of 
f wheat  or  rye 

Import  from 
the  United 
Kingdom. 


Importation  from  Great  Britain  in  German  and  foreign  ships 
was : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Remarks. 

Coals  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Tons. 

12,500 

Per  steamer 

Coke  . . 

386 

Per  sailing  vessel 

Fire-bricks 

21 

9}  9) 

Linseed 

1,708 

Per  steamer 

Linseed-oil 

1,263 

99 

Total 

15,878 

Export  to  the  The  export  to  Great  Britain  was  entirely  raw  .sugar,  namely, 

United  1,700  tons  to  Greenock. 

Kingdom. 
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Table  of  Imports  and  Exports  to  and  from  the  Port  of 
Stralsund  during  the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

. _ 

Imports. 

| 

Exports. 

Cotton  and  wool  . . 

Tons. 

Tons. 

41 

Metals — 

a.  Iron,  raw  and  worked 

21 

11 

«&.  Copper,  raw  and  worked 

13 

Coals,  coke.. 

12,886 

, , 

Cement,  clays,  ores. . 

1,316 

201 

Grain — 
a.  Wheat 

157 

l.  Bye  . . 

632 

c.  Barley 

249 

Seeds  and  potatoes. . 

2,784 

• • 

Sugar  ,« 

2,200 

Beer. . 

*21 

. , 

Petroleum,  oil 

3,747 

. . 

Hides  and  leather  . . 

63 

1 

Timber,  worked 

1,255 

121 

„ unworked . . 

10 

90 

Stones  and  bricks  . . 

6,273 

Groceries  and  molasses  . . 

908 

61 

All  other  merchandise 

23 

33 

Total 

30,345 

2,772 

Herrings,  fresh 

271 

Empty  petroleum  barrels  (Number)  | 

59,316  1 

# • 

Importation 

and 

exportation 
in  general. 


The  business  in  grain  was  very  bad,  and  many  merchants  Grain, 
have  suffered  considerable  losses.  The  large  quantities  that  had 
been  purchased  from  America  in  1891  on  account  of  bad  crops 
could  not  be  sold  again,  but  had  to  be  stored  until  1892,  and  this 
year  bringing  a good  crop  did  not  allow  the  foreign  grain  to  be 
placed  on  the  market,  so  that  the  prices  fell  rapidly. 

There  was  paid  for  1 ,000  kilos,  in — * Prices  of 


Month. 

Wheat. 

Bye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

Marks. 

M arks. 

1892— 

January. . 

210 

210 

167 

154 

February 

201 

199 

165 

147 

March  . . 

206 

199 

162 

147 

April  .. 

202 

185 

157 

142 

May 

205 

177 

153 

141 

June 

199 

173 

148 

139 

September 

148 

133 

131 

128 

October . . 

149 

135 

136 

132 

November 

143 

125 

132 

130 

December 

•• 

141 

121 

128  | 

124 
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Business  in  coffee,  chicory,  sugar,  and  rice  was  very  lively, 
and  the  prices  for  these  articles  favourable  in  general. 

Coffee.  There  was  paid  for — 


Coffee. 


Description. 

Currency. 

Remarks. 

Campinas  .. 
West  Indian 
Java, . 

Marks. 
63  to  84 
95  108 

100  118 

1 Per  50  kilos, 
j transitu 

% 

Chicory. 

Chicory. 

From — 

Remarks. 

January  to 

November  to 

October. 

December. 

Marks. 

Marks 

13  to  18 

17  to  18 

P«.r  50  kilos. 

Sugar.  * 

Sugar. 

Description. 

From — 

Remarks. 

January  to 
March. 

April  to 
October. 

November  to 
December. 

Loaf  sugar 
Powdered  sugar 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
32  00  to  32  50 
29  50  31  00 

M.  pf.  Mf.  pf. 
30  u0  to  30  50 
28  00  29  50 

M.  pf.  M.  pf. 
29  00  to  29  50 
27  00  28  50 

1 Per  50 
f kilos. 

From  — 


Description. 

January  to 
June. 

July  to 
December. 

Remarks. 

Java 

Rangoon 

Japan 

Patna 

Moulmain  ,. 

Marks. 
23  to  30 
14  18 

14  17 

Id  19 

It  16 

Marks. 
17  to  25 
11  16 
13  15 

13  17 

12  14 

1 

[ Per  50 

kilos. 

J 

Petroleum.  The  consume  of  petroleum  was  just  as  high  as  in  former  years, 

the  quantity  imported  being  15,000  barrels  at  40  gallons.  The 
price  was  lower  than  has  been  before  reached,  in  consequence  of 
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the  rival  war  between  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  of  New  York, 
and  the  Rothschild  Company,  Baku. 

Margarine  takes  more  and  more  the  place  of  butter,  the  prices  Margarine, 
being  proportionately  cheap.  Best  qualities  were  bought  at 
50  marks  to  65  marks  per  50  kilos. 

Coals  imported  to  Stralsund  are  mainly  used  by  the  factories.  Coals. 
Prices  were  stable.  There  was  paid  u c.i.f.”  Stralsund  for — 


Description. 

Price. 

t 

s.  d. 

Scotch  steam  coals. . 

, , 

14  3 

West  hartley  „ .. 

16  6 

There  are  a considerable  number  of  industrial  establishments  Industries, 
at  Stralsund.  Worth  mentioning  are — 

(1)  Die  Yereinigte  Pommersche  Eisengiesserei  und  Halle’sche  Pommeranian 
Maschienenbau  Anstalt  (the  Pommeranian  Iron  Foundry  and  Ir^n.f°^dry 
Machine  Building  Works)  report  that  they  worked  53 tons  ^or^c  me 
of  iron,  copper,  zinc,  and  steel,  and  used  410  tons  of  coals  and  coke.  Limited. 
They  manufactured — 


Description. 

Value. 

Ironware . . 

Marks. 

71,000 

Metalware 

12,000 

Agricultural  machines 

425,000 

Total  

508,000 

_Note. — At  the  rate  of  exchange  of  20  marks  30  pf.  to  the  H.  = 25.0 24^.  13s. 


90  labourers  are  employed,  whose  average  wages  were  3 marks 
10  pf.  per  day. 

(2)  Vereinigte  Stralsunder  Spielkarten-Fabriken  (The  Stral-  stralsund 

sund  Playing  Cards  Factory,  Limited).  The  value  of  cards  Playing  Cards 
manufactured  was  851,812  marks  85  pf.,  or  41,961 1.  5s.  The  Co’ 

profits  to  be  divided  among  the  shareholders  amounted  to  127,430  imi  e * 
marks  48  pf.,  or  6,277/.  85. 

(3)  Malt  Factory  of  Mr.  Otto  Sarnow,  produced  369  tons  of  Malt  factory, 
malt.  There  were  employed  16  men,  with  average  wages  of 

15  marks  a week  (nightwork  excluded). 

(4)  There  are  four  breweries  at  Stralsund,  of  which  special  Breweries, 
reports  could  not  be  obtained. 

(5)  Gas  works  used  2,134  tons  of  coals,  out  of  which  they  Gasworks, 
obtained  639,290  cubicmetres  of  gas  (that  is  0 2995  cubicmetres 

per  1 kilo,  of  coals),  30,162  hectolitres  of  coke,  and  20  tons  of  tar. 

The  total  profit  amounted  only  to  6,463  marks  45  pf.  or 
318/.  85.  3c/.,  because  a deficit  of  8,220  marks  31  pf.  or  404/.  19s. 
from  the  year  1891  had  to  be  covered. 

(1632) 
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Sugar  factory,  (6)  Tlie  Stralsund  Sugar  Factory  Company  report: — The  con- 
Stralsund.  struction  of  the  factory  was  decided  on  in  March  1892.  Work 
was  commenced  and  carried  on  so  quickly  that  the  factory  could 
start  working  on  the  6th  of  October  the  same  year.  There  were 
produced  within  the  last  3 months  of  1892,  2,920  tons  of  sugar 
(1st  class),  which  were  shipped  to  Greenock,  Gothenburg,  and 
Amsterdam.  Besides  there  were  produced  250  tons  of  sugar  (2nd 
class),  which  were  exported  to  London,  and  450  tons  of  molasses 
going  to  France  this  present  year  (1893). 

The  factory  used  2,800  tons  of  English  coals  and  about  1,250 
tons  of  coals  and  275  tons  of  Silesian  coke.  The  average  price 
of  beet  was  95  pfennigs  per  50  kilos.  The  factory  employed 
300  men. 

In  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  manufactured  within 
the  last  three  months  of  1892  the  amount  exported  within  the 
same  year  was  only  small ; the  remainder  of  last  year’s  produc- 
tion was  exported  in  spring  this  year.  Within  the  present  year 
the  factory  is  using  nearly  double  the  quantity  of  roots,  of  which 
a much  bigger  export  will  be  the  consequence,  and  Great  Britain 
will  receive  the  greatest  part  of  same. 

Sugar  factory,  At  the  town  of  Barth,  close  to  Stralsund,  a sugar  factory  has 
Barth.  been  started  in  1892,  and  is  also  exporting  to  England.  In  1892 

only  500  tons  went  there,  but  the  present  year  will  show  a much 
bigger  export,  which  is  shipped  via  Stralsund. 
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No. 

1180.  Algiers  *. 

Price. 
..  2id. 

No. 

1239.  Madrid 

Price. 
..  id. 

1181.  Boston  .. 

..  Id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

2d. 

1182.  Marseilles  .. 

, # 

..  Hd. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

. .. 

3d. 

1183.  Warsaw 

, # 

..  Id. 

1242.  Erzeroum  .. 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1184.  Piraeus 

# # 

..  lid. 

1243.  Palermo 

.. 

.» 

3 |<L 

1185.  Callao 

# , 

..  Id. 

1244.  Naples 

. . 

«. 

Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

..  id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1187.  Cliefoo 

# # 

..  lid. 

1246.  Madrid 

Id. 

1188.  Munich  .. 

. . 2d. 

1247.  Gothenburg.. 

. . 

.. 

2d. 

1189.  Resht 

..  Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

2Jd. 

1190.  Batavia  .. 

..  lid. 

1249.  Fiume 

. . 

2d. 

3191.  Batoum  .. 

e • 

..  lid. 

1250.  Leghorn 

. . 

2|d. 

1192.  Tainan 

. # 

..  Id. 

1251.  San  Francis cb 

. . 

5|d. 

1193.  Amoy 

..  Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

..  4d. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

..  2d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1196.  Algiers 

15|d. 

1255.  Yokohama  . 

. «. 

, . 

l|d. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

, . 

. , 

l|d. 

1198.  Nice. . 

..  lid. 

1257.  Lisbon 

l|d. 

1199.  Kiungchow.. 

, , 

..  lid. 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1259.  Port  Said  .. 

, , 

. . 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

, . 

2id. 

1202.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1261.  Damascus  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1203.  Charleston  . . 

# # 

..  2id. 

1262.  Samoa 

. , 

. . 

id. 

1204.  Syra . . 

..  Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . . 

. . 

2.Jd. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

, ( 

..  2*d. 

1264.  Jeddah 

, # 

Id. 

1206,  Suakin 

..  lid 

1265.  Vienna 

3d. 

1207,  Caracas 

t , 

..  Id. 

1266.  Shanghai 

. # 

. , 

3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

, , 

..  Id. 

1267.  Bangkok 

. . 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes  , . 

. . Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

, , 

lid. 

1210.  Tahiti 

..  2d. 

1269.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1211.  Ichang 

, , 

..  3id. 

1270.  Cherbourg  . . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1212.  Wenchow 

. . Id. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

, . 

id. 

1213.  Havana 

# , 

. . 2d. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

# , 

, , 

5d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1273.  BudaPesth.. 

, , 

id. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

..  id. 

1274.  New  York  . , 

, # 

, , 

3d. 

1216.  Foochow 

• • 

..  Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

7id. 

1217.  Wuhu 

• • 

..  Id. 

1276.  Alexandria.. 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz  . . 

. , 

..  lid. 

1277.  Tokio 

, , 

2id. 

1219  San  Jos6 

# # 

..  Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

, . 

..  Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

, # 

6d. 

1221.  Mogador 

t . 

..  2id. 

1280.  Pekin 

, # 

2id. 

1222.  Berlin 

f # 

..  Hd. 

1281.  Salvador 

Id. 

1223.  Rome 

..  id. 

1282.  Malaga 

, # 

4d. 

1224.  Constantinople 

. . 

..  6|d. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

8|d. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

, . 

..  2fd. 

1284.  Canton 

, , 

Id. 

1226.  Madeira 

• • 

..  5 id. 

1285.  Washington 

. , 

4|d. 

1227.  Soul  . . 

..  lid. 

! 1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

..  Id. 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1229.  Newchwang.. 

..  Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam,. 

, # 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

. . 

..  lid. 

1289.  Manila 

# , 

2id. 

1231.  Hankow 

..  Id. 

1290.  Bahia 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

i 1291.  Munich 

, , 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

1234.  Taganrog 

. . 

. . 3d. 

1292.  Trieste 

lid. 

..  2id. 

1293.  Tunis 

, # 

4d. 

1235;  Ningpo 

. . 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo 

# , 

lid. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

« t 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade  , , 

, , 

2d. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

, , 

..  Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe  .. 

Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor  .. 

..  Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

, # 

. , 

3d. 

No.  1298. 
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Consul  Franz  to  the  Earl  of  llosebery. 

My  Lord,  Rome,  August  31,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a Commercial 
Report  embodying  the  Returns  of  Trade,  &c.,  for  the  year  1892, 
and  containing  information  on  various  subjects  connected  with  my 
District  up  to  present  date. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  ALEX.  ROESLER  FRANZ. 


Repoid  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Rome  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Introductory  Remarks. 

The  prominent  event  affecting  local  interests  in  Rome  to 
be  recorded  in  this  report  is  the  recent  collapse  of  the  “ Banca 
Romana,”  and  this  matter  appeared  to  me  to  demand  some 
detailed  information  which  I have  tried  to  convey,  though  in  a 
very  condensed  form,  so  as  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  an 
adequate  opinion  of  the  case. 

Order  ot  This  disagreeable  subject  takes,  therefore,  the  lead  in  the 

subjects.  following  pages,  and  as  a corollary  to  it  I append  some  notes 
on  the  paper  currency  and  on  locked  up  capital  of  the  banks  of 
issue.  Next  follow  the  customary  returns  and  remarks  regard- 
ing population,  trade,  money  market,  public  works  and  other 
subjects  connected  with  my  district,  including  the  port  of 
Civitavecchia. 


The  i(  Banca  Romana 


Status  of  the 
bank. 


Charter 
confirmed  in 
1370. 


Increase  of 
capital  in 
1874. 


Notes  to 
circulate  as 
legal  tender. 


Confirmation 
of  privileges. 


Privileges 


The  “ Banca  Romana,”  a continuation  of  the  old  “ Banca 
dello  Stato  Pontificio,”  is  a joint  stock  company  operating  as  a 
bank  of  issue  and  discount. 

After  Rome  was  annexed  to  the  Kingdom  of  Italy  in  1870 
the  Italian  Government  with  a view  of  advancing  local  interests 
centered  in  this  bank,  although  its  position  was  far  from  being 
a sound  one,  confirmed  its  existence  and  endeavoured  to  give 
it  a new  start  under  a fresh  statute.  Its  capital  at  that  time 
amounted  to  10,000,000  lire  (400,000/.),  but  in  1874  it  was 
raised  to  15,000,000  lire  (600,000/.)  entirely  paid  up,  and  it  has 
remained  so  up  to  the  present. 

The  notes  of  this  bank,  as  well  as  those  of  all  the  other 
banks  of  issue,  were  granted  the  privilege  of  circulating  as 
legal  tender  in  the  provinces  where  the  banks  operate,  or  in 
those  provinces  where  they  keep  officially  appointed  agents  to 
effect  the  change  of  their  notes. 

The  charter  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” would  have  lapsed  in 
1881,  but  by  a resolution  adopted  by  the  shareholders,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  confirmation  of  its  privileges  granted  to  it 
by  Parliament  in  common  with  the  other  banks  of  issue,  it 
continued  in  existence  up  to  the  present  time.  The  said 
privileges  were  to  terminate  at  the  end  of  March,  1893;  but 
they  were  extended  to  the  end  of  June,  and  then  to  the  end 


terminate  end  of  August  of  the  current  year,  when  they  will  definitely  come 
to  an  end  in  so  far  as  regards  the  “ Banca  Romana.” 

The  amount  of  notes  in  circulation  payable  to  bearer  was 
not  to  exceed  for  each  bank  three  times  the  capital  paid  in, 
excluding  the  reserve  fund,  nor  three  times  the  coin  and  bullion 
in  hand  riserva  metallica,”  gold  and  silver.  That  rule  was 
subsequently  altered  in  divers  ways. 

In  1883  the  banks  were  authorised  to  go  beyond  the  said 
limit  of  circulation,  provided  that  the  excess  of  notes  wras 
circuit011  in  covered  by  a corresponding  amount  of  specie  in  hand,  subject 

loco.  A 


of  August, 
1893. 

Rules  as  to 
issuing  of 
notes. 


Extension  of 
limit  of 


ROME. 


3 


to  the  condition  that  the  extra  notes  in  circulation  should  not 
amount  to  more  that  40  per  cent,  of  the  capital  paid  in.  Then 
in  1891,  when  as  a matter  of  fact  the  note  circulation  was  no  Maximum 
longer  kept  within  the  legal  boundaries,  the  limit  was  by  limit  °f 
Parliament  raised  to  a fixed  maximum  for  each  bank.  As  fixed^law 
regards  the  “Banca  Romana”  the  limit  was  fixed  at  70,019,444  i89i, 
lire  (2,800,776/.),  which  represented  the  average  amount  of 
notes  kept  in  circulation  during  the  previous  year.  It  was, 
however,  made  compulsory  upon  the  banks  to  possess  a coin 
and  bullion  reserve  of  one-third  both  for  the  notes  and  for  their  Amount  of 
other  liabilities  payable  at  sight.  To  all  the  banks  of  issue  metalllc 
was  also  at  the  time  granted  the  power  of  deducting,  in  the  re86rve* 
returns  of  the  actual  amount  of  notes  in  circulation,  the  notes 
issued  in  respect  of  sums  advanced  to  the  exchequer  and  the 
power  of  issuing  to  an  unlimited  extent  notes  fully  covered  by 
an  equivalent  sum  in  species. 

Up  to  1891  the  “Banca  Romana”  had  no  provincial  branch  Branch 
offices,  but  it  had  agents  in  some  provinces  tor  the  change  of  offices, 
its  notes,  thus  the  notes  of  this  bank  could  circulate  as  legal 
tender  in  14  provinces.  In  1892  the  bank  established  two 
branch  offices,  one  in  Milan  and  the  other  in  Venice.  By  these 
means  it  was  able  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  circulation  of  its  Sphere  of 
notes,  for  which  the  province  of  Rome  alone  had  proved  to  be  circulation, 
too  restricted  an  area,  and  it  was  thus  better  able  to  conceal 
the  fact  of  having  unlawfully  issued  an  exorbitant  quantity  of 
notes,  particulars  whereof  are  given  further  on. 

From  the  returns  which  the  banks  of  issue  are  obliged  to  periodical 
send  in  every  10  days,  and  which  are  published  in  the  “ Gazzetta  returns. 
Ufficiale,”  the  position  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” on  December  20, 

1892,  appeared  to  be  this : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

£ 

Capital  fully  paid  in  . . 

, , 

15,000,000 

600,000 

Reserve  fund 

, , 

5,000,000 

200,000 

Notes  in  circulation  for  account 

of  the  bank 

69,402,069 

Notes  covered  by  extra  species 

in  reserve 

1,300,169 

Notes,  advances  to  the  ex- 

chequer 

2,000,000 

72,702,238 

2,908,088 

Current  accounts  and  other 

debts  payable  at  sight 

1,172,038 

46,880 

Current  accounts  and  other 

debts  at  maturity 

41,977,931 

1,679,116 

Sundry  liabilities 

* * 

4,105,632 

164,224 

(1634) 
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On  the  credit  side  appeared  the  following  items:  — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

£ 

Metallic  reserve,  coin  and 

bullion 

25,491,538 

Notes  of  other  banks  . . . . 

2,453,385 

27,944,923 

1,117,796 

Bills 

60,753,413 

2,430,136 

Loans  on  deposit  of  securities. . 

1,559,181 

62,364 

Real  property  . . 

6,146,027 

245,840 

Securities  and  public  funds  . . 

2,132,827 

85,312 

Credits  . . 

27,208,975 

1,088,356 

Outstanding  bills 

5,378,800 

215  152 

Sundry  credits  . . 

10,375,079 

415,000 

The  maximum  limit  of  the  circulation  assigned  by  Parliament 
to  this  bank  for  its  own  requirements  was  70,019,444  lire 
(2,800,776/.,)  as  stated  above,  with  a cash  reserve  of  one-third; 
therefore,  apparently  according  to  the  official  returns  its  position 
was  en  regie,*’  viz. : — 


Proportion. 

Proportion  between  capital  and  circulation 

1 to  4-760 

„ „ reserve  and  circulation 

1 2-951 

„ „ reserve  and  circulation  and 

other  debts  at  sight 

1 3 

However,  at  the  beginning  of  this  year  an  official  inspection 
of  all  the  banks  of  issue  having  been  effected  very  serious 
irregularities  came  to  light  respecting  the  administration  of  the 
“ Banca  Romana  ” when  the  deceptiveness  of  the  returns  sent 
to  Government  was  detected,  so  much  so  that  while  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Bank  Act  on  the  day  in  which  the  inspection 
of  its  cash  department  took  place,  that  is  to  say  on  January  10, 
1 893,  the  total  circulation  of  the  bank  might  have  amounted 
to  a maximum  of  72,546,683  lire  (2,901.864/.).  it  was  found  to 
amount  actually  to  137,089,913  lire  (5,483,596/.),  showing  an 
unlawful  issue  of  64,543,230  lire  (2,581,728/.). 

In  consequence  of  the  above  facts  the  official  returns  ofthe 
“Banca  Romana”  underwent  a notable  change,  and  the 
subsequent  return  published  shortly  after  the  inspection 
(January  31,  1893)  was  given  thus: — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Capital,  reserve  fund,  unaltered 
Notes  in  circulation  on  behalf  of  the  bank, 
were  set  down  at  . . 

(The  amount  represented  by  those  notes 
which  was  protected  by  a special  reserve 
was  naturally  cancelled.) 

Lire. 

20,000,000 

136,846,672 

£ 

800,000 

5,473,864 

Advances  made  to  the  exchequer,  a portion 
of  which  was  refunded,  amounted  only  to 
(The  full  amount  advanced  was  subse- 
quently repaid.) 

500,000 

20,000 

The  amount  of  the  current  accounts  and 
other  debts  at  sight  were  reduced  to 
The  amount  of  the  current  accounts  and 
other  debts  at  maturity  were  reduced  to. . 
Sundry  liabilities 

358,942 

3,894,597 

3,060,281 

14,276 

155,780 

122,408 

As  regards  the  credit  side — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

£ 

The  metallic  reserve,  coin,  and 

bullion  which  had  been  found 

in  order  was  set  down  much 

at  about  the  same  figure 

24,797,608 

Cash  . • 

753,440 

25,551,048 

1,022,040 

Bills,  very  little  altered 

57,003,340 

2,280,132 

Loans  on  deposit  of  securities. . 

1,540,877 

61,632 

Real  property,  amount  un- 

varied. . 

6,146,027 

245,840 

Securities,  in  order 

2,730,044 

109,200 

Credits,  amount  raised  to 

56,713,050 

2,268,520 

Outstanding  bills,  nearly  same 

amount 

6,027,172 

241,084 

Sundry  assets  . . 

9,372,607 

374,904 

The  excess  of  circulation  of  notes  beyond  the  lawful  limit 
had,  therefore,  risen  on  January  31,  1893,  to  66,827,228  lire 
(2,673,088/.). 


Proportion. 

The  proportion  between  capital  and  circulation 

stood  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 to  9' 156 

The  proportion  between  reserve  and  circula- 
tion ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 6 *538 

The  proportion  between  the  reserve  and  the 

circulation  or  other  debts  payable  at  sight  . . 1 5 -552 
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From  the  report  prepared  by  the  Government  official  who 
carried  out  the  inspection  alluded  to  above  we  learn  in  what 
manner  the  administrators  of  the  bank  succeeded  in  keeping 
for  a long  time  secret  the  grave  circumstance  of  the  illegal 
and  clandestine  circulation  of  its  notes  and  how  the  fact  was 
discovered. 

The  said  official  was  able  to  ascertain  that  the  notes  which 
had  been  issued  and  given  in  charge  of  the  cashier,  after 
deducting  the  amount  of  those  which  had  been  cancelled  and 
burnt,  amounted  on  the  day  of  inspection  (January  10,  1893) 
to  143,808,563  lire  (5,752,340/.),  while  the  cash  stock  amounted 
to  only  6,578,125  lire  (263,124/.);  therefore  the  difference  between 
those  two  figures  must  represent  the  amount  of  the  notes 
actually  in  circulation,  and  it  was  far  from  tallying  with  the 
figures  given  in  the  bank’s  official  returns. 

How  could  the  exorbitant  excess  of  circulation  escape  the 
notice  of  the  Accounts  Department?  In  order  to  show  an 
' increase  of  the  actual  resources  of  the  bank,  by  which  a corre- 
sponding amount  of  circulation  could  be  disguised,  the  managers 
had  resorted  to  the  expedient  of  causing  fictitious  deposits  to 
be  entered  in  the  bank’s  current  accounts.  They  were  thus 
able  to  counterbalance  a number  of  transactions  effected 
without  being  compelled  to  own  having  met  them  with  an 
unlawful  issue  of  notes.  These  fictitious  deposits  were  found 
by  the  inspector  to  amount  to  22,100,000  lire  (884,000/.). 

At  the  climax  of  the  whole  affair,  when  the  Government 
inspection  was  hanging  over,  the  managers  endeavoured, 
moreover,  to  conceal  an  actual  cash  deficiency  by  opening  new 
accounts,  some  of  which  were  opened  without  a previous 
deposit  or  with  a very  small  one,  and  even  fictitious 
accounts  were  opened  in  the  name  of  persons  who  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  their  name  was  being  made 
use  of. 

In  connection  with  these  fraudulent  practices  the  inspector 
was  able  to  ascertain  that  from  December  28,  1892,  up  to 
January  4,  1893,  various  cheques  had  been  drawn  in  respect 
of  such  accounts  amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  28,596,106 
lire  (1,143,844/.),  including  a cheque  drawn  in  favour  of  the 
governor  of  the  bank  for  4,900,228  lire  (196,008/.)  and  another 
for  a similar  amount  in  favour  of  the  cashier. 

Such  cheques  did  not  necessitate  any  real  handing  over  of 
notes,  because  they  were  given  receipted  to  the  clerk  at  the 
pay  office  in  lieu  of  notes  supplied  to  him  for  the  day  by  the 
cash  department,  and  the  amounts  thereof  were  entered  by 
him  as  cash  payments  for  that  day. 

Out  of  the  many  irregularities  discovered  by  the  inspector 
in  the  transactions  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” I shall  limit  myself 
to  mentioning  more  especially  those  which  refer  to  the  “ Bills  ” 
and  to  the  “ Credits.” 

On  January  10,  1893,  the  bills  amounted  to  61,067,315  lire 
(2,442,692/.)  ; but  those  of  a really  commercial  character  made 
up  only  a sum  of  9,194,218  lire  (367,768/.),  which  shows  how 
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limited  were  the  advantages  which  the  bank  rendered  to  the 
commercial  classes  in  Rome,  and  explain  the  almost  absolute 
indifference  which  the  latter  evinced  at  witnessing  the  collapse 
of  the  old  Roman  banking  establishment.  The  remaining  bills 
represented  veritable  loans  ot  large  sums  under  the  shape  of  Loans  by  bills 
bills,  which  loans,  as  the  inspector  remarks,  were  very  often  without 
granted  without  any  security  whatever  on  the  part  of  the 
acceptor  or  with  indifferent  and  ephemeral  securities.  The 
inspector  having  grouped  in  two  classes  the  liabilities  of  each  Classification 
single  acceptor,  viz.,  those  who  owe  to  the  bank  over  50,000  of  liabilities, 
lire  (2,000/.)  and  those  for  smaller  sums,  found  that  the 
average  amount  owing  by  each  single  acceptor  of  the  former 
class  was  441,611  lire  (17,664/.),  and  that  of  the  latter  class 
5,939  lire  30  c.  (237/.).  Amongst  the  acceptors  of  the  former 
class  there  are  14  persons  to  whom  a credit  had  been  granted  of 
over  1,000,000  lire,  and  whose  bills  amounted  to  the  total 
sum  of  34,331,627  lire  (1,373,264/.). 

As  regards  the  “Credits/’  which  on  January  10,  1893,  Amount  of 
amounted  to  53,095,436  lire  (2,123,816/.),  the  inspector  holds  credits, 
that  40,426,427  lire  (1,617,056/.)  out  of  them  were  granted 
without  any  special  security,  although  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  actually  constitute  debts  impossible  to  be  realised. 

They  are  sums  due  by  persons  who  had  the  benefit  of  Overdrawn 
over-drawing  their  current  accounts  with  the  bank,  in  some  accounts, 
cases  even  without  having  ever  lodged  at  the  bank  any  money 
to  draw  upon,  a system  which  had  been  styled  “ patriarchal,” 
and  had  been  long  prevalent,  as  far  as  I know,  even  to  benefit 
private  families  unconnected  with  business ; to  which  system 
a number  of  families  in  Rome  owe  their  fortunes,  or  the 
redemption  of  their  burdened  estates. 

There  were  34  such  overdrawn  accounts  for  sums  above  Amount  of 
50,000  lire  each  (2,000/.)  making  up  a total  sum  of  46,197,389  ditto, 
lire  (1,847,892/.),  wherein  are  included  28,596,106  lire 
(1,143,844/.)  represented  by  fictitious  cheques  drawn  with  the 
object  of  disguising  the  cash  deficiency  as  already  mentioned. 

Having  thus  briefly  recapitulated  the  ill  discovered,  I shall  Remedies 
relate  what  remedies  have  been  adopted  to  counteract  its  adopted, 
effects. 

On  January  18, 1893,  at  the  same  time  that  a convention  was  Convention 
being  signed  between  the  “ Banca  Nazionale,”  the  “BancaNazion-  with  other 
ale  Toscana,”  and  the  “ Banca  Toscana  di  Oredito  ” for  their  bauks  of  issue' 
amalgamation  so  as  to  constitute  one  single  joint  stock  bank  to  be 
styled  “ Banca  d’  Italia,”  the  representatives  of  the  said  three 
banks  signed  another  convention  with  the  delegates  of  the  “Banca 
Romana,”  whereby  it  was  agreed  that  the  “Banca  dT  Italia”  would 
undertake  the  liquidation  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” on  the 
basis  of  its  balance  sheet  of  January  10,  1893,  verified  by  the  Redcmpiion 
Government  inspector,  the  said  “ Banca  d’  Italia  ” binding  itself  of  shares, 
to  pay  450  lire  for  the  surrender  of  each  share  of  the  “ Banca 
Romana,”  and  in  general  to  take  up  all  the  assets  and  discharge 
all  liabilities  of  the  latter.  Moreover,  the  “ Banca  Nazionale,” 
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in  consequence  of  the  good  offices  of  Government,  and  as  soon 
as  the  notes  ot  the  “ Banca  Roman  a ” were  beginning  to  fall 
in  discredit  as  a natural  sequel  to  the  discovery  of  the  above 
facts,  began  to  withdraw  the  Roman  notes  and  stopped  circula- 
ting those  which  were  being  paid  in  through  its  counters. 
The  notes  thus  withdrawn  by  the  ‘‘Banca  Nazionale”  soon 
amounted  to  75,000,000  lire  (3,000,000/.).  On  the  other  hand 
the  Government  declared  themselves  morally  if  not  lawfully 
bound  to  safeguard  the  bearers  of  the  notes  of  the  “ Banca 
Romana,”  and  the  panic  which  would  probably  have  extended 
itself  to  the  circulation  of  all  the  other  banks  of  issue  was  with 
great  ability  promptly  stifled.  The  Government  further  brought 
in  a Bill  whose  object  was  the  re-organisation  of  the  various 
banks  of  issue  on  the  principle  of  amalgamating  the  three 
existing  joint  stock  banks,  as  well  as  the  winding  up  of  the 
“ Banca  Romana  ” and  the  final  withdrawal  of  its  notes. 

The  Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  by  whom  the 
scheme  was  examined,  pointed  out,  however,  that  should  the 
convention  agreed  upon  between  the  representatives  of  the 
banks  for  the  liquidation  of  the  “ Banca  Romana”  be  sanctioned, 
the  managers  of  that  bank  and  the  other  parties  connected 
with  its  administration  would  be  implicitly  released  from  the 
legal  responsibility  in  which  they  had  incurred.  It  was  also 
remarked  that  the  shareholders  would  not  trouble  themselves  to 
vindicate  before  the  Courts  the  responsibility  of  the  said  adminis- 
trators, and  that  they  would  most  likely  content  themselves  with 
the450  lire  offered  for  eachshare,  rather  than  face  the  uncertainties 
of  the  judgments  of  the  Courts. 

Such  proposals  were  consequently  negatived,  and  it  was 
finally  arranged  to  simply  declare  the  “Banca  Romana”  in 
liquidation  ; that  the  liquidation  should  be  undertaken  by  the 
State  which  would  delegate  the  new  “ Banca  d’  Italia  ” tor  that 
purpose,  subject  to  all  other  measures  and  provisions  connected 
with  the  complete  withdrawal  of  the  notes,  and  to  the  terms 
made  to  the  “Banca  d’ Italia”  wherewith  to  meet  the  losses 
deriving  from  the  liquidation. 

It  follows  that  the  shareholders  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” 
can  only  eventually  expect  to  receive  an  apportionment  of  the 
available  assets  of  the  liquidation,  taking  into  account  what 
may  be  recoverable  out  of  the  private  fortunes  of  the  re- 
sponsible administrators,  and  the  yearly  instalment  which  the 
“ Banca  d’  Italia  ” is  to  pay  in  to  the  credit  of  the  liquidation  as 
explained  hereafter. 

No  responsibility  derives,  however,  to  the  shareholders  from 
the  ownership  of  the  bank’s  shares,  which,  although  in  some 
cases  they  may  have  been  registered  in  the  name  of  single 
shareholders,  involve  no  further  liability,  being  paid  up  shares 
of  a limited  liability  company. 

By  the  Act  quite  lately  approved  by  both  houses  and  just 
promulgated  respecting  the  reorganisation  of  the  banks  of 
issue  the  fate  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” has  been  definitely 
decided  in  the  ensuing  manner : — 
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Art.  25.  “ The  4 Banea  Romana  ’ is  placed  in  liquidation,  Liquidation  to 
the  liquidation  to  be  undertaken  by  the  State  beginning  from  date  from 
the  date  of  the  publication  of  the  present  Act  (August  10,  fhe  Bank°Actf 
1893). 

44  The  State  will  delegate  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ to  the  effect  u Banca 
of  carrying  out  the  liquidation  with  the  conditions  set  down  in  ^ Italia  ” to 
the  following  articles.  effect 

Art.  26.  44  The  notes  of  the  ‘Banca  Romana’  shall  be  with-  hqmdation. 
drawn  from  circulation  by  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ which  shall  Withdrawn  ° 
give  in  exchange  for  them  notes  of  the  4 Banca  Nazionale  nel  fr0m 
Regno,’  the  maximum  limit  of  800,000,000  lire  (32,000,000/.)  circulation, 
assigned  to  the  circulation  of  that  bank  by  Article  2 remaining, 
however,  unaltered.” 

“ The  Government  will  deposit  with  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ Treasury 
Treasury  Bonds,  bearing  no  interest,  amounting  to  40,000,000  bonds  given 
lire  (1,600,000/.)  as  an  additional  security  for  the  unauthorised  38  additional 
circulation  of  the  4 Banca  Romana.’  security. 

Art.  27.  44  The  notes  of  the  4 Banca  Romana’  which  will  not 
have  been  presented  for  change  up  to  the  end  of  1898  shall  be  Forfeiture  of 
forfeited,  and  their  amount  will  be  devolved  to  the  assets  of  the  notes  not 
liquidation.  presented. 

“Its  coin  and  bullion  (riserva  metallica)  will  be  valued  Valuation  of 
according  to  the  current  premium  on  gold  in  Rome  on  the  coin  and 
day  in  wdiich  the  present  law  will  be  promulgated.  bullion. 

44  Exemption  is  granted  from  the  tax  on  circulation  in  respect  Exemption  of 
of  notes  unlawfully  issued  by  the  44  Banca  Romana,”  which  will  tax  on 
have  remained  in  circulation  since  January  10,  1893,  up  to  the  circulation. 
date  of  the  foundation  of  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia.’ 

Art.  28.  44  The  liquidation  shall  be  carried  out  under  the  Government 
control  of  a Government  Commissioner.  Commissioner 

44  The  shareholders  of  the  4 Banca  Romana  ’ have  the  power  *°  wa*ch 
of  appointing  a representative  in  order  to  watch  over  the  a I0n* 
liquidation  in  the  interest  of  the  creditors  and  of  the  share-  representative 
holders.  of  share- 

Art.  29.  44  The  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ shall  pay  every  year  ,. 

2,000,000  lire  (80,000/.)  to  the  account  of  the  liquidation  of  the  to°meetU  10Q 
4 Banca  Romana’  wherewith  to  cover  the  losses  resulting  losses, 
therefrom. 

44  Should  the  total  sum  thus  raised  not  be  needed  to  cover 
the  losses  connected  with  the  liquidation  of  the  4 Banca 
Romana,’  the  surplus  will  be  added  to  the  reserve  fund  of  the 
* Banca  d’  Italia.’ 

44  The  advances  which  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ is  to  make  in  interest  on 
respect  of  the  liquidation  of  the  4 Banca  Romana  ’ will  bear  sums 
interest  equal  to  half  the  current  bank  rate.  advanced. 

Art.  30.  44  The  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ will  institute  proceedings  Legal 
at  its  own  expense,  in  respect  of  the  responsibility  of  the  proceedings 
officials  and  administrators  of  the  4 Banca  Romana,’  as  well  as  to  be  ent?red 
against  any  third  parties  who  may  be  considered  responsible  responsible^ 
for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  bank,  and  it  shall  be  bound  to  parties, 
take  such  action  whenever  the  crown  advocate  shall  deem  it 
expedient  to  do  so. 
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Art.  31.  44  During  the  period  from  the  publication  of  the 
present  Act  to  the  day  in  which  it  shall  come  into  operation, 
the  4 Banca  Nazionale  ’ shall  act  in  lieu  of  the  4 Banca  d’  Italia  ’ 
respecting  the  liquidation  of  the  'Banca  Romana.’  ” 

It  should  be  noted  with  respect  to  the  enactment  embodied 
in  Art.  29  regarding  the  losses  deriving  from  the  liquidation 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  to  remain  in  operation  for 
20  years;  therefore  the  instalments  of  2,000,000  lire  a year, 
which  will  have  to  be  paid  in  for  the  whole  of  that  period, 
make  up  a total  of  40.000,000  lire  (1,600,000/.). 

These  instalments  which  are  intended  to  make  good  the 
losses  sustained  by  the  44  Banca  Romana,”  chiefly  representing 
money  which  it  had  unlawfully  paid  out  to  benefit  its  local 
clients,  shall  be  taken  from  the  general  profits  of  the  44  Banca 
d’  Italia  ” throughout  Italy,  irrespective  of  the  place  where 
such  profits  may  have  been  realised. 

In  consequence  of  the  transactions  recorded  above  the 
governor  of  the  bank  and  the  chief  cashier  were  arrested, 
and  they  have  to  answer  the  charges  of  4‘  frauds  and  forgery, 
embezzlement  and  misappropriation  in  their  capacity  of  public 
officials  of  the  sum  of  28,596,106  lire  (1,143,844/.)  of  which  by 
reason  of  their  office  they  were  in  custody,  as  well  as  of  forgery 
of  bank-notes  and  bribery  of  public  officers.” 

Other  panties  on  the  managing  board  will  likewise  be 
called  to  answer  the  charge  of  44  frauds  and  forgery  or  con- 
nivance in  the  frauds  and  forgeries  committed.”  Minor  charges 
are  imputed  to  officials  whose  duty  it  was  to  watch  over  the 
transactions  of  the  bank,  and  to  one  of  the  bank’s  agents 
and  to  three  clerks. 

Notes  on  Paper  Currency  in  Province  of  Rome. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  state  here  briefly 
what  will  be  the  position  of  the  holders  of  bank  notes  within 
the  province  of  Rome  when  the  new  Bank  Act  will  have  come 
into  operation,  as  I construe  its  provisions. 

The  notes  of  the  44  Banca  RomaMa 9>  will,  from  September  1 
next,  no  longer  enjoy  the  privilege  of  circulating  as  legal 
tender ; but  the  holders  need  not  be  in  any  apprehension  as 
to  their  real  value,  because  the  44  Banca  Nazionale  ” and  later 
on  the  44  Banca  d’  Italia  ” are  obliged  to  change  them  up  to 
the  end  of  1898,  after  which  date,  as  already  stated,  their 
validity  will  cease.  Practically  the  notes  of  the  44  Banca 
Romana  ” are  already  at  the  present  time  to  a great  extent 
suppressed,  there  being  a sum  of  over  105,000,000  of  such  notes 
stored  up  between  the  Treasury  and  the  44  Banca  Nazionale.” 
For  a period  of  five  years  from  the  day  on  which  the  new 
Act  shall  come  into  operation,  not  later  than  January  1,  1894, 
the  new  notes  of  the  44  Banca  d’  Italia,”  as  well  as  the  notes 
issued  by  the  '‘Banco  di  Napoli”  and  44  Banco  di  Sicilia,”  will 
have  to  be  received  as  legal  tender,  all  the  said  banks  having  a 
seat  or  branch  office  in  Rome  where  their  notes  can  be  changed. 
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The  notes  of  the  “ Banca  Nazionale  ” and  “ Banca  Nazionale  tender  for 
Toscana  ” at  present  in  circulation  will  continue  to  circulate  5 yeare. 
temporarily  as  legal  tender,  in  as  much  as  the  “ Banca  d’  ^^aie »» 
Italia,”  that  is  to  supersede  these  banks,  will  be  responsible  for  an(j  « Banca 
the  amount  they  represent.  Nazionale 

The  issue  of  the  last-named  notes  will  have  to  be  put 
stop  to  at  the  termination  of  two  years  from  the  publication  of  Final' 
the  Act,  August  10,  1895,  at  which  date  it  will  become  com-  withdrawal  of 
pulsory  on  the  “ Banca  d'  Italia  ” to  substitute  them  by  its  own  notes- 
notes.  At  the  same  date  it  will  also  become  compulsory  upon 
the  “-Banco  di  Napoli”  and  the  “Banco  di  Sicilia”  to  stop 
paying  out  their  notes  at  present  in  circulation,  and  to  substitute 
other  notes  which  will  have  to  be  issued  according  to  the  pro- 
visions set  down  in  the  new  Act. 

All  the  notes  at  present  in  circulation  of  the  various  banks 
of  issue  will,  indistinctly,  cease  to  circulate  on  December  31, 

1897,  and  those  which  shall  not  have  been  presented  to  be 
changed  up  to  December  31,  1902,  will  be  forfeited. 

The  notes  of  the  “ Banca  d’  Italia  ” and  the  new  notes  of  ^-ew  note3 
the  “ Banco  di  Napoli  ” and  “ Banco  di  Sicilia  ” shall  be  prepared  how  to  be 
jointly  by  the  Government  and  by  the  issuing  banks  in  such  a manufactured, 
manner  that  neither  the  Government  nor  the  bank  can  separately 
manufacture  a single  note. 

As  regards  payment  of  the  notes  by  the  i_ssuing  banks,  the  Cashing  notes 
Act  sanctions  the  principle  that  the  owners  thereof  have  the  subject  to 
right  of  demanding  the  “ change  ” in  species  current  in  the  special  rules- 
kingdom. 

Exemption  is,  however,  made  for  the  period  during  which 
the  notes  enjoy  the  privilege  of  circulating  as  legal  tender,  and 
the  Government  will  have  to  lay  down  special  rules  for  the 
change  of  the  notes  up  to  the  date  when  the  said  privilege 
shall  come  to  an  end. 

Until  we  know  what  rules  the  Government  will  adopt  N0t  yet 
respecting  the  “ change  ” operation,  one  cannot  say  whether  framed, 
any  benefit  will  derive  from  the  new  Act  to  the  holders  of  the 
notes  in  the  way  of  obtaining  species  change,  even  small  silver, 
from  the  banks  of  issue  which  at  present  supply  it  in  very 
limited  amounts. 

My  reason  for  not  having  alluded  in  the  preceding  paragraphs  Keason  for  not 
to  the  notes  of  the  “ Banca  Toscana  di  Oredito,”  which  is  also  having 
one  of  the  banks  of  issue  to  be  amalgamated  in  the  “ Banca  d’  al(Ja<le<ifto1  the 
Italia,”  is  that  the  said  notes  do  not  circulate  in  the  province  of  « Banca  * ° 
Rome.  Nor  have  I alluded  to  the  State  notes  of  5 lire  and  Toscana 
10  lire  each,  in  respect  whereof  no  alterations  have  been di  Credito.” 
introduced.  These  latter  are  issued  by  the  Treasury,  and  con-  te 

stitute  a debt  of  the  State,  which  effects  their  “ change  ” 5 lire  and 
through  the  State  treasuries.  10  lire. 

To  the  said  notes  are  to  be  added  the  small  warrants  ^rew  j 
(“  buoni  di  cassa  ”)  of  1 lira  each,  a kind  of  silver  certificates  notes, 
which  are  going  to  bo  issued  temporarily,  and  represent 
fractional  silver  coin  deposited  in  the  State  coffers.  This 
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Reason  given 
for  treating 
this  subject. 


Bills  held  by 
“ Banca 
Nazionale.” 


measure  was  adopted  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  small  coins  in 
circulation,  which  speculators  are  in  the  custom  of  sending  to 
France  and  Switzerland,  where  they  are  received  at  par,  and 
thus  make  a profit  on  the  “ agio  ” or  premium.  The  said 
warrants  will  also  be  legal  tender. 


Capital  Engaged  in  Lands  and  House  Property. 

As  the  loans  represented  by  bills  or  otherwise,  guaranteed 
by  real  property,  which  burden  the  position  of  the  banks  of 
issue  constitute  a matter  in  close  relationship  with  the  building 
undertakings  and  with  the  general  state  of  business  in  Rome, 
I have  deemed  it  advisable  to  embody  in  the  present  report 
some  information  bearing  upon  that  subject,  derived  from  the 
official  reports  on  the  inspection  of  the  banks  of  issue . alluded 
to  in  the  preceding  pages.  The  information  given  herein  will 
partly  answer  the  often-recurring  question  as  to  what  may  be 
the  amount  of  locked-up  capital  barring  the  action  of  the  banks 
of  issue  in  Italy. 

“ Banca  Nazionale  ” : It  is  stated  in  the  said  reports  that  an 
accurate  sifting  of  the  “ bills  ” held  by  this  bank,  effected  with 
the  object  of  ascertaining  what  amount  of  capital  had  been 
laid  out  by  the  said  bank  on  bills  not  likely  to  be  paid  at 
maturity,  but  which  were  protected  by  mortgages  giving  them 
the  character  of  loans  on  the  security  of  real  property,  led  to 
the  ensuing  results  : — 


Description. 

Amounts. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Lire. 

£ 

The  Banca  Tiberina  owe  bills  for  . . 

45,001,378 

1,800,052 

222,148 

Societa  Esquilino  „ „ 

5,553,746 

Compagnia  Fondiaria  „ 

18,598,783 

743,948 

Firms  connected  with  ditto  owe  bills  for 

8,675,757 

347,028 

Building  Company  in  Naples  „ „ 

15,759,000 

630,360 

Banca  Popolare  of  Turin  .,  „ 

1.784,312 

71,372 

Society  di  Credito  Meridionale  „ ,, 

Banca  Agricola  Industriale  of  Basilicata 
owe  bills  for 

1,899,000 

75,960 

7,281,300 

3,467,833 

291,252 

Diana  firm  owe  bills  for 

138,712 

Other  firms  or  persons  owe  bills  for 

1,500,000 

60,000 

Total  

109,521,109 

4,380,832 

To  this  latter  figure  should  be  added  the 
value  of  bank  premises  (the  new  offices 
in  Rome  cost  240,876?.,  not  including 
the  ground) 

12,197,106 

487,884 

Investments  in  real  property  (portion  only 
in  Rome)  .. 

1,279,635 

51,184 

Mortgage  loans  (not  in  Rome) 

19,643,239 

785,728 

Grand  total 

142,641,089 

5,705,038 

jROME. 
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As  regards  the  first  three  items,  which  are  more  directly 
connected  with  my  district,  the  following  remarks  are  made  : — 

“Banca  Tiberina  ” : With  the  object  of  effecting  the  salvage  Remarks  as 
of  this  company,  which  was  sinking  under  the  weight  of  its  to  accept- 
building  speculations  both  in  Rome  and  in  Naples,  the  “Banca  ances  of 
Nazionale  ” in  1889  granted  to  it  a subvention  of  30,000,000  lire  Tiberina.’’ 
(1,200,000/.)  ; other  subventions  followed,  making  up  a total 
figure  of  54,000,000  lire  (2,160,000/.).  An  agreement  was 
entered  upon  between  the  two  banks,  in  force  of  which  the 
“Banca  Nazionale”  might  gradually  recover  the  money  it  had 
lent.  That  agreement  governs  the  intercourse  at  present  existing 
between  the  two  banks. 

As  security  for  its  indebtedness  the  “ Banca  Tiberina  ” Security  for 
granted  mortgages  on  its  lands  and  buildings,  or  on  credits  of  ditto, 
a mortgage  character,  and  assigned  other  assets.  All  these  were 
at  first  valued  at  over  80,000,000  lire  (3,200,000/.),  but  a subse- 
quent valuation  reduced  the  value  of  the  security  to  a minimum 
ot  50,100,000  lire  (2,004,000/.),  as  against  a liability  on  account 
of  capital  amounting  on  January  10,  1893,  to  50,943,275  lire 
(2,037,728/.),  made  up  by  the  amount  of  bills  recorded  above 
plus  a balance  due  on  the  current  account. 

The  inspector  remarks  that  “ considering  that  to  the  real  Extent  of 
property  pledged  as  security  for  such  liabilities  was  attributed  guarantee, 
a minimum  value  it  maybe  inferred  that  the  ‘Banca  Nazionale’ 
is  very  nearly  guaranteed  to  the  full  extent  of  its  advances, 
and  that  it  will  have  to  look  to  the  eventuality  that  such 
property  may  realise  a higher  value  in  order  to  recover  any 
portion  of  the  additional  sum  accruing  on  the  interest  account.” 

This  latter  account  amounted,  up  to  January  10,  1893,  to  the  account 
large  sum  of  8,000,000  lire  (320,000/.).  It  should,  however,  be 
noted  that  the  “ Banca  Nazionale  ” does  not  include  such  item 
in  the  profit  and  loss  account. 

“ Esquilino  Company  ” : This  company  derives  its  name  from  Remarks  as 
the  vast  tract  of  ground  built  upon  by  them  in  Rome  on  the  to  acceP^‘ 
Esquiline  hill,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  central  railway  ^EgqUiiin0 
station  and  the  church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore.  The  com-  Company.” 
pany  has  also  constructed  large  buildings  in  Naples,  amongst 
which  the  “ Galleria  Umberto.”  It  is  now  in  liquidation  on 
behalf  of  a syndicate  of  creditors  who  represent  the  bulk  of  its 
liabilities,  amounting  to  35,000,000  lire  (1,400,000/.).  The  estate  yaiue  0f 
of  the  company,  after  deducting  all  debts  owing  by  them  on  estate, 
account  of  mortgages,  &c.,  was  in  1890  estimated  thus : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Real  property  in  Rome 
„ „ Naples  .. 

Lands  and  other  assets 

.. 

Lire. 

11,884,000 

4.069.000 

2.347.000 

£ 

475,360 

162,760 

93,880 
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This  estimate  represents  43*41  per  cent,  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  syndicate.  The  “ Banca  Nazionale  ” is  part  of  it,  and 
has  a claim  of  12,181,416  lire  (487,256/.)  ; at  the  said  rate  of 
percentage  the  security  for  this  claim  would  amount  to 
5,287,000  lire  (211,480/.).  The  debt  being,  however,  considered 
a bad  one,  the  bank  is  gradually  expunging  it  from  the  assets. 
7,000,000  lire  have  already  been  appropriated  to  that  special 
purpose  out  of  the  yearly  profits  of  the  bank. 

“ Compagnia  Fondiaria  Italiana”  and  other  parties  jointly 
to  acceptances  liable  : This  is  another  company  which  devoted  itself  to  land 

of  “ Com-  ' — 

pagaia 
Fondiaria. 


Security  of 
liabilities. 


Debt  being  £ 
bad  one  the 
bank  is 
expunging 
it  off. 
Remarks 


Total  amount 
of  loans 
granted. 
Value  of 


and  building  speculations  in  Rome.  Having  run  short  of 
capital  the  company  was  very  materially  assisted  by  the  “ Banca 
Nazionale,”  so  as  to  prevent  its  collapsing,  to  the  detriment  of 
house  property  and  public  credit.  The  amount  lent  by  the 
“Banca  Nazionale  ” is  27,741,811  lire  (1,109,672/.). 

The  value  of  the  assets  of  the  company  pledged  as  security 
assets  pledged  f°r  this  debt,  consisting  chiefly  in  buildings  and  mortgages, 
as  security.  was,  according  to  a recent  valuation,  set  down  at  27,000,000  lire 
(1,080,000/.).  They  had  previously  been  valued  at  34,000,000 
lire  (1,360,000/.).  According  to  that  estimate  the  debt  towards 
the  “ Banca  Nazionale”  on  account  of  capital  is,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  “Banca  Tiberina”  mentioned  above,  guaranteed  almost 
up  to  its  full  extent. 

The  interest  account  in  respect  of  over-due  interest  on  the 
said  loans,  which  amounts  already  to  over  4,000,000  lire 
(160,000/.),  is  not  so  guaranteed.  The  “Banca  Nazionale” 
does  not  reckon  even  this  item  amongst  the  profits  of  the 
bank. 

With  regard  to  the  probable  losses  which  the  “Banca 
Nazionale  ” may  have  to  sustain  in  recovering  the  sums  lent  on 
real  property,  both  in  Rome  as  in  other  towns,  their  amount  is 
calculated  to  range  close  to  8,000,000  lire  (320,000/.)  on  account 
of  capital,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  sums  due  for 
interest. 

“ Banca  Romana  ” : The  position  of  the  “ Banca  Romana  ” 
with  respect  to  capital  engaged  in  real  property  in  Rome  has 
been  indicated  in  the  general  outline  given  of  events  of  that 


Extent  of 
guarantee. 

Interest 
account  not 
included  in 
profits. 


Probable  total 
loss  on  real 
property. 


Position  of 
“ Banca 
Romana  ” 
in  regard  to 
capital  locked  bank, 
up. 

Ditto  of 
“ Banco 
di  Napoli  ” 
and  of  other 
banks. 


Table 

showing  total 
amount  for 
all  banks  of 
issue. 


“Banco  di  Napoli”:  It  does  not  appear  that  the  capital  of 
any  other  of  the  banks  of  issue  is  to  any  great  extent  so  locked 
up  in  the  province  of  Rome.  This  bank,  which  has  not  dealt 
much  in  transactions  of  the  above  description,  appears  to  have 
only  27,747,151  lire  so  engaged  throughout  all  the  provinces 
wherein  it  operates.  The  loans  granted  by  it  were  chieiiy 
given  to  help  agricultural  undertakings,  and  are  guaranteed 
either  by  mortgages  of  real  property  or  by  pledges  of  crops. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  total  amount 
of  locked-up  capital  for  all  the  banks  of  issue  throughout  the 
kingdom  in  January,  1893,  and  it  demonstrates  what  I said  in 
the  beginning  that  the  burden  derives  chiefly  from  the  opera- 
tions entered  upon  by  them  in  connection  with  building  under- 
takings in  Rome. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Amount  of  Locked-up  Capital  for  all 
Banks  of  Issue  in  January,  1893. 


Banks. 

Bills 

Guaranteed 

by 

Mortgages.  | 

Real 

Property. 

Mortgages. 

Other 

Items. 

Total. 

Banca  Nazionale  nel  Regno 

£ 

4,380,844 

£ 

539,068 

£ 

785,728 

£ 

£ 

5,705,640 

Banco  di  Napoli  

115,868 

738,144 

255, *863 

1,109,880 

Banca  Nazionale  Toscana 

430 

30,160 

237,640 

268,230 

Banca  Toscana  di  Credito 

15,026 

38,966 

53,992 

Banca  Romana* 

24*5,840 

483,160 

729,000' 

Banco  di  Sicilia  

57, *968 

612 

64,* 900 

123,480 

Total  

4,438,812 

901,818 

2,052,218 

597,374 

7,990,222 

* The  figures  regarding  the  Banca  Romana  will  he  considerably  increased  in  consequence  of 
recent  action  taken  for  the  recovery  of  loans  and  other  debts,  and  of  seizures  or  expropriations  to  be 
effected  on  land  and  house  property  belonging  to  parties  responsible  for  mismanagement. 


The  bulk  of  this  property  or  credits  should,  in  force  of  Realisation  to. 
Art.  13  of  the  new  law,  be  realised  within  a period  of  10  years,  ^t^C|Qd 
by  reason  of  one-fifth  every  2 years  ; failing  which,  and  as  far  ^ gargm 
as  the  “ Banca  d’  Italia  ” is  concerned,  fresh  capital  should  be 
called  in  from  the  shareholders  to  make  up  the  amount  not  so 
realised  at  any  period  of  two  years,  subject,  in  case  of  non-  Penalties  in 
compliance,  to  a curtailment  of  the  note  circulation  equal  to  ^ °iiance 
four  times  the  sum  not  realised.  This  penalty  applies  likewise  c mp  UD 
to  the  “ Banco  di  Napoli  ” and  “ Banco  di  Sicilia.”  It  will  be 
compulsory  upon  the  two  latter  banks  to  devote  the  whole  of 
their  annual  profits  towards  the  above  object.  They  have  no 
share  capital  to  allow  a dividend  upon. 

The  operations  of  a “ credit  foncier  ” character  which  are  Operations  of 
carried  on  by  some  of  the  banks  of  issue  must  not  be  confused  a “c.redit 
with  the  class  of  business  alluded  to  above,  as  these  constitute  character 
special  branches,  having  a particular  capital  for  that  purpose,  kept  distinct, 
and  they  ^are  of  a special  character  quite  distinct  from  the 
ordinary  transactions  of  the  banks  in  question. 

In  the  new  Bank  Act  upon  the  reorganisation  of  the  banks  Provisions  in 
of  issue  there  are  certain  provisions  by  which  Rome  can  par- 
ticularly  benefit,  as  they  may  be  conducive  to  a rise  in  the  transfer 
value  of  real  property,  which,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  capital  real  property, 
seeking  investment,  and  ot  the  numerous  compulsory  sales,  has 
reached  a very  low  depth  of  depression. 

One  of  these  provisions  is  contained  in  Art.  19  of  the  Act, 
and  is  of  the  following  tenor : — 

“ During  4 years  from  the  date  in  which  the  present  Act  Abatement  of 
shall  come  into  operation,  the  registration  tax  for  deeds  of  sale,  registration 
purchase  of  real  property  or  transfer  of  credits  effected  in  con- 
nection  with  the  realisation  prescribed  by  Art.  13  shall  be 
reduced  to  one-fourth.  The  banks  of  issue  may  employ  for  Formation  ot 
the  purpose  of  realising  the  whole  or  a portion  of  their  locked-  new  comPany 
up  capital,  a company  already  established,  or  one  to  be  estab-  contemPlated- 
lished,  with  a capital  of  not  less  than  40,000,000  lire  (1,600,000/.).  Facilitie3 
“la  that  case,  Do-ernment  will  have  the  power  to  grant,  oticred  to  new 
(1634^  j>  company. 
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Municipal 
returns 
embracing  a 
period  of  20 
years. 


during  4 years  from  the  date  when  the  present  Act  shall  come 
into  actual  operation,  an  abatement  of  three-fourths  of  the 
registration  tax  for  deeds  of  transfer  of  the  said  property,  Ac., 
from  the  banks  to  the  said  company,  and  during  the  10  years 
a similar  abatement  on  the  transfer  of  the  said  property,  &c., 
from  the  company  to  others.  The  company  will  also  have  the 
power  of  issuing  bonds  to  the  extent  of  double  their  capital  in 
shares.” 

It  is  obvious  that  the  object  of  these  facilities  is  to  render 
easier  and  speedier  for  the  banks  to  realise  in  a direct  manner 
the  operations  concluded  by  them  on  the  security  of  real 
property,  in  order  that  their  action  may  attain  greater  elasticity, 
and  also  to  attract  fresh  capital  for  investments  in  real 
property. 


Population. 


Return  of  Population  for  the  Years  1891-92. 


Tear. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Fema'e. 

Total. 

Total. 

1891  

1892  

Number. 

6,237 

6,021 

Number. 

6,047 

5,745 

Number. 

12,284 

11,766 

Number. 

10,099 

9,316 

These  figures  show  that  during  1892  there  were  born  518 
children  less  than  in  1891,  and  that  the  number  of  deaths  was 
likewise  788  less. 

The  total  population  of  Rome  was,  at  the  end  of  1892, 
returned  at  440,596  inhabitants,  showing  an  increase  of  4,417 
over  that  of  December  31,  1891  (436,179). 

The  municipal  office  of  statistics  having  recently  published 
certain  returns  of  births  and  deaths,  movement  of  population, 
causes  of  death,  &c.,  covering  a period  of  over  20  years  (1871 — 
92),  I am  on  this  occasion  able  to  give  more  exhaustive  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject  of  population  in  Rome  as  derived  from 
the  said  publication. 
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Movement  of  the  Population  from  the  Year  1872  to  1892 

inclusive. 


Year. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Difference. 

Population, 
December  3L# 

1872  .. 

Number. 

8,859 

Number. 

9,435 

Number. 
- 576 

Number. 

247,632 

1873  .. 

11,088 

8,100 

•f 

2,988 

250,620 

1874  .. 

14,547 

7,667 

+ 

6,880 

257,500 

1875  .. 

14,726 

9,096 

+ 

5,630 

263,130 

1876  .. 

18,528 

9,093 

+ 

9,430 

272,560 

1877  .. 

17,392 

7,738 

+ 

9,654 

282,214 

1878  .. 

16,036 

8,929 

+ 

7,107 

289,321 

1879. 

17,897 

8,258 

4- 

9,639 

298,960 

1880  .. 

16,643 

10,134 

+ 

6,509 

305,469 

1881  .. 

, . 

300,467f 

1882  

12,468 

8,477 

+ 

3,991 

300,458 

1883  .. 

20,405 

8,658 

+ 

11,747 

316,205 

1884  .. 

19,887 

11,443 

+ 

8,444 

324,649 

1885  .. 

29,026 

8,639 

+ 

20,387 

345,636 

1886  .. 

28,558 

9,083 

+ 

19,475 

364,511 

1887  .. 

29,053 

10,591 

+ 

18,462 

382,973 

1888  .. 

28,861 

10,790 

+ 

18,071 

401,044 

1889  .. 

26,020 

11,566 

+ 

14,454 

7,719 

415,498 

1890  .. 

23,017 

25,539 

15,298 

+ 

423,217 

1891  .. 

12,577 

+ 

12,962 

4,417 

436,179 

1892  .. 

19,735 

15,318 

+ 

440,596  • 

* Census  December  31,  1871,  248,208. 
f Census  taken  December  31,  1881. 


The  total  population  of  the  commune,  as  returned  by  the 
municipal  office,  is  made  up  by  three  categories,  viz. : — 

Ketukn  of  the  Total  Population  of  the  Commune  on 
December  31,  1892.* 


Category. 

Description. 

Population. 

Number. 

A 

Population  having  a fixed  residence 

404,158 

B 

Military  garrison. . 

7,673 

C 

Fluctuating  population  . . 

28,765 

* On  June  30,  1893,  the  population  amounted  to  449,739  souls,  including 
12,773  (military  garrison). 


The  population  coming  under  A is  reckoned  by  adding  to 
the  corresponding  figure  of  December  31, 1881  (date  of  census), 
the  number  of  births  since  that  date,  and  that  of  persons  who 
have  declared  to  have  taken  up  their  residence  within  the 
commune  (immigrants),  and  by  deducting  therefrom  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  all  persons  cancelled  from  the 
(1634)  B 2 
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municipal  register  of  population  on  account  ot  their  having 
abandoned  their  residence  in  the  commune  (emigrants^). 

As  regards  B,  military  garrison,  variations  thereof  are 
notified  by  the  military  authorities. 

With  respect  to  the  fluctuating  population,  C,  the  municipal 
office  is  compelled,  in  default  of  direct  means  for  ascertaining 
the  variations  which  happen  in  connection  therewith,  to  insert 
unchanged  the  figure  (28,765)  of  such  portion  of  the  population 
as  it  was  returned  when  the  last  census  was  taken  on 
December  31,  1881. 


Death  Rate  during  the  Years  1872-92. 


Year. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Average  Yearly  Rate  per 
1,000  of  Mortality  of  the 
Resident  Population. 

1872 

9,924 

41  -8 

1873 

8,479 

32-9 

1874 

'1 

8,693 

29*7 

1875 

9,376 

33-9 

1876 

9,563 

31  -3 

1877 

** 

8,476 

25  9 

1878 

. . 

8,429 

25  -4 

1879 

.. 

8,693 

25-1 

1880 

••  1 

10,588 

28  -8 

1881 

• • 

8,225 

22  *5 

1S82 

7,933 

23  -3 

1883 

8,510 

24-3 

1884 

8,727 

23-7 

1885 

8,599 

21-4 

1886 

9,297 

21  -0 

1887 

10,641 

22  8 

1888 

10,293 

21  -8 

1889 

10,394 

21*8 

1890 

| 9,731 

20  5 

1891 

| 10,099 

20-9 

1892 

9,316 

17*6 

Note. — Yearly  average  for  the  years  1871-92,  9,237  = 24  *6  per  1,000  of  the 
resident  population. 


In  calculating  the  death  rate  it  is  customary  with  the 
municipal  office  of  statistics  to  discriminate  between  deaths 
occurring  among  the  resident  population,  including  the  military 
garrison,  and  those  attributed  to  the  non-resident  population. 
Thus  in  the  figure  given  above  (9,316)  for  1892,  7,254  deaths 
apply  to  residents  and  2,062  to  non-residents  ; that  is  to  say,  to 
persons  who  were  only  temporarily  living  within  the  precincts 
of  the  commune  at  the  time  of  death. 

By  means  of  such  deductions  the  very  low  rate  of  17*6  per 
thousand  is  arrived  at,  which  speaks  very  highly  for  the 
healthiness  of  the  city  since  its  renovation. 

If,  instead,  the  total  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the 
year  were  taken  into  account,  and  if  that  figure  were  compared 
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with  the  total  number  of  inhabitants  returned  on  December  31 
of  the  previous  year,  without  discriminating  between  residents 
and  non  residents,  the  death  rate  for  1892  would  rise  to  21  per 
thousand,  viz. : — 9,316  deaths  on  436,179  inhabitants.  This  is 
the  rule  adopted  by  the  Government  Department  of  statistics 
in  preparing  their  annual  returns. 

The  system  adopted  by  the  municipality  seems,  however,  to  Seems  to  rest 
rest  on  good  grounds  considering  the  special  conditions  in  011 
which  Home  is  placed  as  surrounded  by  a large  area  which  is  sroun  ' 
decidedly  unhealthy  during  a part  of  the  year,  and  is  frequented 
by  a vagrant  population  of  peasants  all  the  year  round,  from 
both  which  facts  derives  a constant  influx  of  sick  people  to 
town,  thus  contributing  largely  to  increase  the  actual  number 
of  deaths  occurring  therein. 

In  1892,  for  instance,  the  deaths  deducted  as  applying  to 
u on-residents  were  made  up  by  the  following  cases: — 


Description. 

Number  < 
Deaths. 

Persons  living  in  Rome,  but  not  actually  resident 

546 

From  the  country  . . 

107 

Died  in  hospitals,  non-residents 

1,262 

In  other  establishments,  non-residents  . . 

113 

Homeless,  non-residents  . . 

34 

It  is  noticeable  that  contrary  to  prevailing  erroneous  ideas,  Decrease  of 
the  rate  of  mortality  descends  to  the  lowest  ebb  in  the  summer  mortality 
months,  and  that  from  May  to  October  the  total  number  ofdurin& 
deaths  is,  generally  speaking,  one-third  less  than  that  of  the  8ummerj 
other  months. 

I find  annexed  to  the  returns  of  the  Rome  municipal  office 
for  1892,  the  following  table  meant  to.  establish  a comparison 
between  the  birth  and  death  rates  in  Rome  during  that  year, 
and  those  of  other  large  continental  towns  : — 


Average  per  1,000. 

Towns. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Rome  

411,831* 

11,310 

7,254 

27  -5 

17*6 

Turin  

329,724 

7,811 

7,604 

23*7 

23  1 

Genoa  

197,403 

5,553 

5,420 

28-1 

27*5 

Paris  

2,424,705 

60,412 

53,791 

24-9 

22  -2 

Marseilles 

406,919 

11,512 

11,567 

28-3 

28 -t 

Vienna  

1,406,933 

45,853 

34,114 

32-6 

24  -2 

Buda-Pesth 

526,263 

18.300 

14,618 

34*8 

27  *7 

Berlin  

1,662,237 

47,741 

32,234 

28-7  i 

19 

Hamburg  

637,686 

22,834 

25,334 

35-8 

39  7 

Munich  

366,000 

286,200 

13,262 

9,644 

36*2 

26  *3 

Dresden  

9,449 

6,178 

33*0  I 

21-6 

Frankfort-on-Main 

188,050 

5,127 

3,719 

27*3 

19*8 

Amsterdam... 

406,302 

14,412 

8,517 

35-5 

21  0 

Copenhagen 

326,000 

10,172 

6,564 

31*2 

20-1 

Warsaw  

490,417 

21,097 

13,773 

43  -0 

28-1 

* Resident  population. 


20 


HOME. 


Average 
number  of 
births. 


Causes  of 
death. 


As  regards  the  way  of  calculating  the  average  number  of 
births  per  thousand  appearing  in  the  preceding  table,  the 
system  adopted  by  the  municipal  office  is  that  of  deducting  the 
number  of  children  born  of  non-resident  parents  from  the  total 
number  of  births  occurred ; the  average  is  then  arrived  at  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  applied  to  the  total  population  in 
respect  of  deaths. 

"in  the  said  municipal  return  there  is  a detailed  statement  of 
the  causes  of  death  during  1892,  divided  in  18  classes  and 
169  sub-heads ; but  I limit  myself  to  giving  the  total  and  per- 
centage per  class,  and  only  of  such  classes  as  show  the  highest 
figures. 


Table  showing  the  Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1892. 


Description. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths. 

Eemarks. 

Phetnl  and  congenital 
diseases  

246 

236 

482 

Per  cent. 
5-17 

423  cases  under  one 

Infectious,  miasmatic 
and  contagious  dis- 
eases   

474 

411 

885 

9*50 

month 

Of  which  114 

Constitutional 

208 

to 

CO 

05 

444 

4*77 

typhoid  cases ; 142 
diphtheria ; 179 

grip  or  influenza; 
139  malaria 
Of  which  137  cases 

Diseases  of  the  nervous 

S3rstem 

Diseases  of  the  re- 
spiratory organs 

847 

680 

1,527 

16-39 

of  tuberculosis 

1,651 

1,315 

2,966 

31-84 

Diseases  of  the  cir- 
culatory system 

420 

411 

831 

8-92 

Digestive  organs 

637 

628 

1,265 

13-58 

Various 

490 

426 

916 

9-83 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  subjoin  a return  of  cases  of  deaths 
in  Rome  of  British  subjects  during  the  years  1890-91-92  divided 
by  sex  and  showing  the  age  for  each  case. 

1890. 


Month. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Eemarks. 

January  .. 

Male 

42 

January  .. 

Male 

87 

March 

Female 

72 

M arch 

Female 

65 

March 

Female 

48 

March 

Female 

64 

April  

Male 

79 

Maltese 

April  

Male 

72 

M ay 

Female 

63 

May  

Female 

8 

Indian 

July  

Female 

28 

November.. 

Female 

70 

Total . . 

12 

•• 

4 males  and  8 females 
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1891. 


Month. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Remarks. 

January  .. 

Female 

59 

February 

Female 

36 

February 

Male 

74 

Maltese 

March 

Male 

64 

March 

Female 

70 

March 

Male 

80 

March 

Male 

51 

March 

Male 

74 

April 

Male 

59 

July 

Female 

72 

August 

Female 

60 

November. . 

Male 

60 

Maltese 

November. . 

Female 

76 

Total . . 

•• 

13 

7 males  and  6 females 

1892. 


Month. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Remarks. 

February  . . 

Female 

90 

March 

Male 

80 

April 

Male 

22 

Student 

May  ..  .. 

Male 

65 

May 

Female 

38 

July 

Female 

40 

October  . . 

Male 

33 

November. . 

Female 

74 

December . . 

Male 

82 

December . . 

Female 

69 

December . . . . 

Female 

56 

Total . . . . 

•• 

11 

•• 

5 males  and  6 females 

In  connection  with  the  preceding  table  I may  point  out  that  Cengug  0$- 
the  returns  of  the  census  of  British  subjects  in  Rome,  taken  on  British 
April  5, 1891,  on  the  occasion  of  the  general  census  throughout  subjects, 
the  British  Empire  and  abroad,  showed  a total  of: — 


Description. 

Number  of 
Souls. 

Males  ..  ••  ••  ••  .. 

770 

Females  .. 

930 

Total 

1,700 

The  average  number  of  British  subjects  visiting  Rome 
every  year  has  never  been  statistically  ascertained. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Importation  connected  with 
British  Trade  Cleared  at  the  Rome  Custom-house  in  1891,  as 
compared  with  1890.  (Values  not  given.) 


Quantities. 

Articles. 

1 From  Great  Britain. 

i 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

Compared 
with  1890. 

Sweetened  spirit 

| Gallons  ... 

j 4,688 

7,320 

766 

166 

Fixed  oils 

Cwts. 

87 

697 

45 

— 

280 

Mineral  oil,  oil  of  resin  and  tar.. 

21,202 

17,201 

124 

4- 

61 

Coffee  

8,839 

8,164 

8,379 

-t- 

512 

Sugar  

n ••• 

223 

236 

122 

— 

114 

Sweets  and  preserves  with  sugar 
and  honey  

u ••• 

119 

179 

52 

+ 

11 

Biscuits  

42 

58 

13 

— 

7 

Cocoa  

367 

404 

312 

— 

81 

Pepper  and  peppermint 

754 

955 

672 

— 

263 

Tea 

65 

52 

29 

— 

6 

Tobacco  

5,524 

2,586 

18 

— 

30 

Eaw  potash  and  caustic  soda  ... 

35 

35 

-f 

35 

Chemicals,  not  named  

151 

*239 

5 

— 

18 

Varnishes 

50 

37 

29 

+ 

11 

Ink  of  all  kinds  

143 

146 

13 

— 

1 

Jute,  tissues  

57 

98 

9 

— 

19 

Linen  and  hemp  tissues — 

Raw  and  plain 

29 

127 

11 

_ 

71 

Bleached  and  plain  

154 

158 

59 

-K 

16 

Coloured  or  dyed  plain 

U 

71 

63 

21 

— 

4 

Cotton  tissues — 

Plain  bleached 

832 

843 

707 

+ 

33 

Coloured  or  dyed  

J»  ••• 

850 

1,138 

656 

— 

171 

Printed 

1,610 

2,014 

1,170 

— 

231 

Patterned  and  damasked 

„ 

151 

347 

71 

- 

155 

Oilcloth 

,, 

53 

131 

17 

- 

54 

Mixed  

n ••• 

391 

434 

210 

58 

Woollen  tissues,  plain,  bleached, 
and  combed  

3,548 

3,802 

1,187 

189 

Felts  of  more  than  three  milli- 
metres in  thickness  

26 

12 

24 

+ 

22 

Covers  and  carpets  

ii 

614 

607 

167 

— 

61 

Wooden  rods  for  frames  

118 

fil 

7 

+' 

4 

Straw  hats 

Number  .. 

1,387 

6,454 

1,145 

— 

652 

Paper — 

White  or  coloured  

Cwts. 

463 

542 

51 

_ 

36 

Painted,  gilt  to  wall  or  coloured 

5?  ... 

1,251 

922 

48 

— 

16 

Books  and  music 

851 

1,260 

35 

— 

21 

Kid  gloves 

11  ••• 

84 

80 

20 

— 

38 

Iron  and  steel  scraps  and  filings 

>> 

17,521 

181,148 

— , 

115,973 

Pig-iron  for  melting  

11 

11,448 

1,027 

■4,938 

+ 

3,911 

Cast-iron  articles  ...  

11 

342 

961 

44 

— 

45 

Iron  and  steel  

!>  ••• 

262 

1,171 

— 

55 

„ ,,  in  pipes  1 

1)  ... 

1,307 

1,966 

*500 

— 

766 

,,  ,,  manufactured  ... 

Sheet  iron,  tinned  or  covered 
with  copper  or  oxidised 

|1  ••• 

3,302 

3,816 

960 

+ 

427 

11  ••• 

229 

38 

107 

+ 

107 

Dynamo  electric  machines 

4C6 

964 

— 

1)9 

Machines,  not  named  1 

n 

316 

607 

— 

7 

Detached  parts  of  machines 

• •• 

227 

599 

4 

_ 

261 

Coal,  natural  or  carbonised 
(coke)  

46,920 

23,300 

2,600 

+ 

2,600 

Crockery  

ii  ... 

1,037 

635 

152 

+ 

84 

Porcelain | 

u 

729 

690 

27 

_ 

24 

Panes  of  glass  and  crystal,  un-  | 
polished 

349 

3,275 

_ 

3,023 

Panes  of  glass  and  crystal,  j 
polished 

369 

1,273 

257 

488 

Glass  and  crystal  wares | 

ii  ••• 

4,719 

5,603 

85 

— 

147 

Fruit  and  vegetables  in  vinegar,  1 
salt,  or  oil  1 

175 

128 

40 

+ 

30 

Fish  preserved  in  oil,  not  in-  j 
eluding  tunny 

ii  ••• 

73 

5 

66 

+ 

63 

Cheese  

350 

920 

7 

— 

42 

Candles  of  paraffin  

n 

59 

151 

54 

— 

95 

Yellow  wax,  raw ; 

i» 

82  | 

221 

_ 

221 

Common  hosiery 

... 

940  | 

1,613 

‘‘*95 

— 

28 

Fine  hosiery  

n 

337 

420 

25 

— 

10 

Hats  of  all  kinds,  not  including 
6traw  ones  

ti  ••• 

45 

™ | 

37 

37 
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The  return  of  imports  of  foreign  goods  during  1891  shows  Falling-off  in 
a notable  faUing-off  for  most  of  the  articles  as  compared  with  the  imports, 
the  importation  of  the  previous  year. 

The  returns  for  1892  not  being  yet  published,  I am  not  in  Returns  for 
a position  to  state  whether  for  that  year  there  was  a revival  1892  not  yet 
of  foreign  trade  or  not.  At  all  events  these  returns  do  not  ^ t 
show  the  actual  advance  or  decline  of  consumption  of  the  actualL 
articles  therein  named,  because  not  all  foreign  goods  intended  advance  or 
for  the  Rome  market  are  cleared  at  the  local  custom-house,  decline, 
and  as  regards  certain  articles  national  production  is  supplant- 
ing foreign  importation. 

A positive  index  of  the  general  economic  conditions  of  the  Octroi  proper 
city  is  given  by  the  following  table  showing  the  consumption  index  of  the 
of  eatables,  drinks,  and  some  other  articles  subject  to  octroi,  conditions  of 
It  shows  that  during  the  last  3 years  there  was  no  considerable  Rome, 
decline  in  the  aggregate  quantities  of  eatables,  drinks,  &c.,  No 
imported,  but  on  the  whole  there  is  reason  to  conclude  that  ^ecl^e^f16 
the  consumption  was  in  1891  somewhat  inferior  to  that  of  the  eatables, 
previous  year,  and  that  in  1892,  excepting  wine,  it  scarcely  kept  drinks,  &c. 
the  same  level  as  in  1891. 


Table  showing  the  Consumption  of  Eatables,  Drinks,  &c., 
subject  to  Octroi  Duty  during  the  Year  1892. 


Quantities. 


Description. 

1891. 

Compared  1 
with  1890. 

1892. 

Compared 
with  1891. 

Wine  and  vinegar  in  casks,  &c 

Gallons 

13,711,236 

_ 

262,988  * 

14,570,534 

+ 

859,298 

„ ,,  bottles 

Number 

137,645 

+ 

1,404 

142,933 

+ 

5,288 

Oxen  and  veal  

Cwts. 

269,684 

— 

21,114 

259,726 

— 

9,958 

Cows  and  bullocks 

86,104 

_ 

6,868 

94,862 

+ 

8,765 

Calves  

14,993 

+ 

1,528 

14,884 

- 

109 

Kids  and  muttons 

3,472 

— 

322 

3,390 

— 

82 

Sheep  and  goats  

Head 

7,198 

+ 

• 1,458 

4,727 

— 

2,471 

Lambs  

Cwts. 

3,018 

— 

5,372 

4,666 

+ 

1,648 

Butchered  meat  

44,054 

— 

7,836 

52,562 

+ 

8,508 

Pigs 

96,494 

+ 

9,694 

72,906 

_ 

23,588 

Fowls,  pigeons,  &c. 

Head 

55,282 

+ 

3,085 

57,790 

+ 

2,518 

Poultry,  by  weight 

Cwts. 

28,736 

— 

396 

27,774 

962 

Venison  

1,608 

— 

170 

1,468 

_ 

140 

Cora  flour 

79,264 

+ 

8,818 

58,772 

_ 

20,492 

Flour 

932,012 

— 

47,550 

904,538 

_ 

27,474 

liice 

44,058 

_ 

1,056 

50,954 

+ 

6,896 

Oranges  and  lemons 

• 

33,334 

— 

10,834 

44,364 

+ 

11,030 

Cheese  

42,324 

— 

8,404 

46,152 

+ 

3,828 

Milk  and  cream  .. 

114,746 

+ 

7,962 

40,850 

_ 

73,896 

Egg*  

63,400 

+ 

84 

61,432 

_ 

1,968 

Fiesh  fish 

31,740 

+ 

848 

32,776 

+ 

1,036 

Vegetable  and  animal  oil 

70,536 

+ 

16,024 

78.194 

+ 

7,658 

Mineral  oil 

44,870 

_ 

1,870 

44,722 

_ 

148 

Sugar  ...  

49,742 

— 

2,192 

48,938 

_ 

804 

Coffee  

11,262 

— 

182 

11,712 

+ 

450 

.Surrogates  for  coffee 

2,340 

+ 

20 

2,108 

_ 

232 

Charcoal  

1,627,384 

+ 

546,254 

1,091,182 

_ 

536,202 

Lignite  

7,720 

+ 

3,810 

8,294 

+ 

574 

Candles  

3,602 

+ 

246 

5,156 

+ 

1,554 

Oats,  beans,  &c 

300,074 

+ 

29,134 

278,794 

_ 

21,280 

Hay 

” 

465, 7CG 

38,288 

421,768 

— 

43,938 

Note. — Vegetables  are  not  subject  to  octroi  duty. 


The  returns  from  which  the  above  table  was  prepared  are  Return*  made 
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ROME. 


out  for  solar 
year. 


Amount 
collected  up  to 
June,  1893. 


Consumption 
of  eatables  not 
in  proportion 
with  increase 
of  population. 


made  out  for  the  solar  year  ; they  do  not,  therefore,  extend 
beyond  December  31,  1892 ; but  additional  data  are  at  hand 
wherewith  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  respect  up 
to  the  end  of  June,  1893. 

Since  the  Rome  octroi  duties  have  been  collected  on  behalf 
of  Government  the  amount  thereof  appears  in  the  treasury 
returns.  From  these  I perceive  that  for  the  financial  year 
ended  June  30,  1893,  they  collected  17,719,644  lire  (708,784/.) 
as  against  17,569,640  lire  (702,784/.)  collected  during  the  year 
ended  June  30,  1892.  The  advance  is  only  a small  one  (6,020/.), 
and  considering  that  during  the  first  6 months  of  the  current 
year  a large  number  of  foreigners  and  visitors  came  to  Rome 
either  on  the  occasion  of  the  pilgrimages  or  to  attend  the 
festivities  of  the  silver  wedding  of  the  King  and  Queen  of 
Italy,  the  increase  is  fairly  attributable  to  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances. It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  consumption  of 
eatables  in  Rome  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of 
population.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  an  explanation  of 
that  fact. 
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Money  Market . 


Table  showing  the  Value  of  Stocks  and  of  the  Principal  Shares 
and  Bonds  at  the  Borne  Exchange  on  December  31,  189 1-92, 
and  June  30,  1893. 


Description. 

Capital,  j 

Paid  in. 

December 
31,  1891. 

December 
31,  1892. 

June  30, 
1893. 

Lire. 

Lire. 

Lire 

c. 

Lire 

c. 

Lire 

c. 

Stocks. 

Italian  5 per  cent . rente 

100 

100 

94 

25 

96 

35  1 

97 

10 

„ 3 „ 

100 

100 

56 

00 

59 

00 

60 

30 

Treasury  certificates.  1860-64  ... 

100 

100 

100 

50 

102 

00 

102 

75 

5 per  cent,  church  property 

bonds  

100 

100 

92 

00 

93 

30 

92 

00 

Municipal  and  Mortgage  Bonds. 

Borne  5 per  cent 

500 

500 

445 

00 

,,  4 „ 

500 

500 

420 

00 

430* 

00 

440* 

00 

Banco  S.  Spirito  5 per  cent. 

500 

50  > 

453 

00 

460 

00 

400 

00 

Banca  Nazionale  4 per  cent,  net 

500 

500 

479 

00 

493 

00 

485 

00 

4 A 

“ 2 jy  yy 

500 

500 

484 

50 

495 

00 

490 

00 

Society  Immobiliare  5 per  cent. 

net 

500 

500 

400 

00 

390 

00 

355 

00 

Society  Immobiliare  4 per  cent. 

net 

250 

250 

170 

00 

170 

00 

160 

00 

Shares. 

Mediterranean  Bailways 

500 

500 

490 

00 

537 

00 

534 

00 

Adriatic  Bailways 

500 

500 

645 

00 

655 

00 

686 

00 

Banca  Nazionale  ...  

1,000 

750 

1,340 

00 

1,245 

00 

1,290 

00 

,,  Bomana  

1,000 

1,000 

1,038 

00 

960 

00 

,,  Generale  

300 

300 

285 

00 

330 

00 

315* 

00 

Banco  di  Boma  

500 

450 

305 

00 

370 

00 

300 

00 

Banca  Industrial  e Commer- 

ciale  

500 

500 

750 

00 

410 

00 

125 

00 

Credito  Mobiliare  Italiano 

500 

400 

385 

00 

490 

00 

460 

00 

Soeieta  Immobiliare  

500 

500 

210 

00 

110 

00 

60 

00 

Navigazione  Generale  Italiana ... 

500 

500 

319 

00 

324 

00 

324 

00 

Acqua  Marcia  Company 

500 

500 

1,053 

00 

1,110 

00 

1,105 

00 

Gas  and  Illumination  Company 

500 

500 

'690 

00 

800 

00 

760 

00 

Condotle  (Water  Company) 

500 

500 

220 

00 

’ 320 

00 

260 

00 

Tramway,  Omnibus  

125 

125 

115 

00 

180 

00 

222 

00 

Sundry  Bonds. 

Italian  Bailways  (Government) 

3 per  cent.  

500 

600 

290 

00 

294 

00 

305 

00 

Tirreno  Bailways  5 per  cent. 

500 

500 

450 

00 

464 

00 

461 

00 

Aoqna  Marcia  5 per  cent 

500 

500 

500 

00 

500 

00 

512 

00 

Southern  Railways  Company 

3 per  cent.  

500 

500 

313 

00 

Note.— Amounts  not  called  in  should  be'deducted  from  the  above  figures. 


26 


ROME. 


Considerable 
increase  in 
rate  of 
exchange. 


Not  been  so 
high  for 
13  years  past. 


Consul 
refrains  from 
assigning 
reasons  for 
rise. 


Mentions  fact 
that  country 
has  stopped 
borrowing. 

Repurchase  of 
stock  by 
Italian 
investors 
presumed. 


Dividends  (including  Interest)  Paid  by  the  following 
Companies. 


Amount. 


Description. 


1891. 

1892. 

Mediterranean  Railways 

Lire 

26 

c. 

00 

Lire 

27 

c. 

50 

Adriatic  Railways 

36 

oo 

36 

00 

Banca  Nazionale 

• • 

53 

00 

43 

oo 

Banca  Generale 

7 

35 

17 

65 

Banco  di  Roma 

■ 

• « 

Banca  Industriale  e Commerciale  .. 

12* 

50 

12 

50 

Societa  di  Credito  Mobiliare 

24 

00 

24 

00 

Societa  Immobiliare 

15 

00 

5 

00 

Navigazione  Generale  Italiana 

* 

22 

50* 

Acqua  Marcia  . 

# . 

53 

50 

56 

CO 

Gas,  &c. 

60 

00 

55 

00 

Tramways,  omnibuses 

* 

7 

50 

* For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1892. 


Course  of  Exchange. 

The  principal  feature  to  be  recorded  in  the  money  market 
is  the  considerable  rise  of  the  rate  of  exchange  and  of  the 
premium  on  gold,  such  as  has  not  been  witnessed  since  the 
abolition  of  the  inconvertible  paper  currency  in  1883,  and  even 
for  some  time  previously. 

We  must  go  so  far  back  as  the  year  1880  in  order  to  find 
a similar  depreciation  of  the  Italian  paper  currency.  The  table 
which  I append  will  show  the  fluctuations  of  the  rates  of 
exchange  for  bills  at  90  days  on  Paris  and  London  and  of  the 
premium  on  gold  for  a period  of  over  20  years,  from  1872  to 
the  present  time. 

It  is  not  my  task  to  assign  reasons  for  the  rise,  which  may 
derive  from  a complexity  of  causes  both  natural  and  specula- 
tive ; but  there  is  one  point  which  evidently  has  a great 
bearing  as  affecting  the  balance  of  accounts  between  Italy 
and  foreign  countries,  and  in  which  the  present  position  of  the 
market  differs  from  the  former  state  of  things  in  that  respect. 
I allude  to  the  fact  that  the  country  having  to  a great  extent 
stopped  borrowing  abroad,  there  is  not  so  much  loaned  money 
to  draw  wherewith  to  counterbalance  payments  it  has  to  make 
abroad,  as  it  was  formerly  the  case. 

Another  reason  given  is  the  gradual  re-purchase  by  Italy 
of  stock  and  securities  from  foreign  markets,  fostered  by  the 
fall  in  the  prices,  but  I am  not  aware  that  sufficient  proof  is 
extant  with  regard  thereto. 


ITALY, 


27 


Date. 

1 

Paris,  90 
Days, 
Average 
Exchange 
per  100  Er. 

Bank  Rate, 
Palis. 

London,  90 
Days, 
Average 
Exchange 
per  £ 
Sterling. 

Bank  Rate, 
London. 

Gold, 
20  Fr. 

Lire 

0. 

Per  cent. 

Lire 

c. 

Per  cent. 

Lire  c. 

1872,  June  30  ... 

106 

95 

27 

22* 

21  57* 

.,  December  31 

109 

50 

28 

00 

22  26* 

1873,  June  30  ... 

110 

65 

28 

19 

22  62* 

,,  December  31 

114 

45 

29 

96 

23  09 

1874,  June  30  ... 

109 

15 

27 

60 

22  10 

,,  December  31 

109 

30 

27 

42* 

26  16 

187c,  June  30 

106 

10 

26 

82* 

21  61 

„ December  31 

106 

77* 

26 

95 

21  64 

1870,  June  30 

107 

65 

27 

33 

21  85 

,,  December  31 

108 

10 

27 

21 

21  77 

1877,  June  30  ... 

109 

37* 

27 

53* 

21  94 

,,  December  31 

108 

77* 

27 

25* 

21  82 

1878,  June  ;>0 

107 

27* 

26 

98 

21  63 

„ December  31 

108 

99* 

27 

47* 

22  02 

1879,  June  30 

109 

02* 

27 

57* 

21  98 

,,  December  31 

111 

44* 

28 

12 

22  47 

1880,  June  30 

109 

00 

27 

53* 

21  93* 

,,  December  31 

100 

72* 

25 

53* 

20  44 

1381,  June  30  ... 

99 

00 

25 

09 

20  11 

,,  December  31 

100 

82* 

25 

45 

20  48 

1882,  June  30 

101 

40 

25 

60* 

20  57 

,,  December  31 

100 

02* 

* 3* 

25 

16 

*5 

20  33 

1883,  Juue30  ... 

98 

95 

3 

24 

75 

4 

Par 

„ December  31 

99 

05 

3 

24 

96 

3 

1884,  June  30 

99 

10 

3 

25 

00 

2 

„ December  31 

99 

42* 

3 

25 

06 

5 

it 

I8s5,  June  30 

99 

47* 

3 

25 

14 

2 

,,  December  31 

99 

45 

3 

25 

04 

4 

1886,  June  30 

99 

10 

3 

25 

10 

2* 

,,  December  31 

97 

70 

3 

25 

17 

5 

18a7,  June  30 

99 

67* 

3 

25 

23 

2 

,,  December  31 

ICO 

95 

3 

25 

52 

4 

20  25 

1888,  June  30 

99 

65 

2* 

25 

18 

2* 

Par 

,,  December  31 

99 

77* 

4* 

25 

26 

5 

20  20 

1889,  June  30 

99 

55 

3 

25 

11 

2* 

20  10 

,,  December  31 

100 

25 

3 

25 

05 

5 

20  20 

1890,  June  30 

100 

15 

3 

25 

17 

4 

20  20 

,,  December  31 

100 

72* 

3 

25 

28 

5 

20  30 

1891,  June  30 

100 

07* 

3 

25 

33 

I 3 

20  26 

,,  December  31 

101 

50 

3 

25 

55 

3* 

20  40 

1892,  June  30  ... 

102 

27* 

2* 

25 

85 

20  60 

,,  December  31 

103 

32* 

2? 

25 

94 

3 

20  75 

1893,  June  30 

104 

42* 

2| 

26 

26 

2* 

20  95 

,,  August  25  ... 

no 

40 

2* 

27 

91 

6 

22  10 

Public  Works . 

In  my  report,  Annual  Series  No.  788,  1890,  I gave  detailed  Refer  to 
information  respecting  the  measures  adopted  by  Government  report 
in  aid  of  the  municipal  finances  and  for  the  completion  of  'No*  788‘ 
certain  works  which  had  been  initiated.  The  Act  embodying  Certain  works 
those  measures  did  not,  however,  provide  in  a definite  manner  to  be  executed 
the  ways  and  means  for  executing  the  works  which  Government  by  Govern- 
had  taken  upon  themselves  to  carry  out,  and  it  was  found  and 
necessary  to  submit  to  Parliament  a fresh  Bill  respecting  public  means  for 
works  in  the  capital  of  the  kingdom.  The  Act  was  approved  ditto, 
and  has  recently  been  promulgated.  In  force  thereof  the  p0iyClinic 
State  has  undertaken  to  complete  the  Polyclinic  Hospital  by  hospital  to  be 
the  year  1898,  assigning  for  that  purpose  an  annual  expenditure  completed, 
of  1,500,000  lire  (60,000/.),  and  to  lay  out  the  sum  of  34,500,000 
lire  (1,380,000/.)  for  the  following  public  works  at  fixed  periods, 
viz. : — 
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Other  works. 


Installation 

completed. 


Over-head 
wires  given 
up. 


Two  separate 
circuits. 

Which  streets 
are  lit  up  by 
electricity. 


Town  system 
completed. 


Central 
station 
“ Piazza 
Venezia.” 
Streets  where 
lines  are  laid 
down. 


Description, 

Amount. 

For  the  Courts  of  Justice  ; financial  years 
1893-94  to  1904-5  

£ 

80,000 

Completion  of  Via  Cavour  and  Piazza 
Venezia;  1903-4  to  1908-9 

436,000 

One  more  bridge  across  the  Tiber ; 1907-3 
to  1909-10  

144,000 

Electric  Lighting. 

The  installations  in  the  principal  streets  for  the  illumination 
of  the  town  by  electricity,  produced  at  Tivoli  in  the  works  of  the 
Anglo-Roman  Gas  Company,  of  which  I gave  a brief  description 
in  my  report,  No.  1151,  have  been  successfully  carried  out. 
The  system  of  branching-off  the  wires  from  the  receiving  station 
near  Porta  Pia  was,  however,  modified.  Instead  of  using 
overhead  wires  which  would  have  given  rise  to  a great  many 
inconveniences  and  complaints  from  the  owners  of  houses, 
the  underground  system  was  adopted,  both  for  the  distribution 
of  electricity  in  private  houses  as  well  as  for  public  illumination 
with  series  lamps. 

The  two  circuits  are,  however,  kept  separate  and  the  current 
is  conveyed  by  independent  cables. 

The  streets  which  have  the  benefit  of  being  illuminated  by 
electricity  are : Via  Nazionale  all  along,  from  the  Central 
Railway  Station  to  Piazza  Venezia,  including  the  branch  leading 
to  Piazza  del  Quirinale  and  Royal  Palace ; the  whole  of  the  new 
Corso  Vittorio  Emanuele ; Via  del  Corso ; the  streets  which 
from  the  railway  station  lead  by  Piazza  Barberini  to  Piazza 
Colonna.  including  the  said  square  and  that  of  klontecitorio 
where  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  is  placed. 


Tramways . 

The  tramway  service  has  now  reached  its  complete  develop- 
ment in  respect  to  the  present  requirements  of  the  town,  new 
lines  having  been  laid  down,  thus  completing  the  net  which 
had  been  fixed  by  the  communal  administration. 

The  central  starting  point  of  all  the  lines  is  Piazza  V enezia 
from  whence  they  branch  off:  east  by  Via  Nazionale  to  the  Central 
Railway  Station  ; by  Via  Nazionale  and  Via  Venti  Settembre  to 
Porta  Pia,  and  from  thence  to  Sant'  Agnese;  by  Via  Nazionale 
and  Porta  San  Lorenzo  as  far  as  the  Basilica  of  San  Lorenzo; 
by  Via  Cavour  and  the  Central  Railway  Station  as  far  as  Piazza 
San  Giovanni  in  Laterano ; by  the  Roman  Forum,  Porta  San 
Paolo  and  as  far  as  the  Basilica  of  the  same  name. 

To  the  west  the  lines  run  along:  the  Corso  Vittorio 
Emanuele  to  St.  Peter’s  ; Corso  Vittorio  Emanuele  and  Ponte 
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Garibaldi,  as  far  as  the  railway  station  in  Trastevere ; Corso 
Vittorio  Emanuele,  Via  Ripetta,  Piazza  del  Popolo,  and  from 
thence  along  the  Via  Flaminia  as  far  as  Ponte  Milvio. 

The  lines  are  all  worked  by  horses ; but  it  is  proposed  to 
use  electricity  for  some  of  them. 


Exhibitions. 

The  proposal  of  a General  Italian  Exhibition  and  Inter-  Qeneral 
national  Exhibition  of  Fine  Arts  and  Electricity  for  1895-96  Exhibition  for 
has  met  with  a great  many  obstacles,  and  the  locality  which  1895- 
had  been  chosen  for  the  purpose  near  “ Ponte  Milvio”  was 
given  up.  Various  other  sites  were  suggested  and  discussed,  gite  change^ 
and  the  committee  ultimately  decided  to  make  use  of  Villa  y-lla 
Borghese  by  entering  into  an  agreement  with  the  administrators  Borghese 
of  the  Borgliese  Estate.  The  definite  plan  of  this  Exhibition,  decided  upon, 
even  as  regards  the  locality,  is  still  under  consideration,  and  Platl  and 
I am  not,  therefore,  in  a position  to  state  if  the  Exhibition  will  ^trl^ngements 
actually  be  effected,  and  what  its  importance  will  be.  unsettled. 

Another  Exhibition  wdiich  is  being  organised  upon  plans  Exhibition  of 
already  established  and  with  proper  means,  is  the  International  medicine  and 
Exhibition  of  Medicine  and  Hygiene  to  be  held  in  Rome  on  the  J^ene  m 
occasion  of  the  XI.  International  Medical  Congress.  Both 
Congress  and  Exhibition  had  been  fixed  for  September  next,  but 
on  account  of  the  conditions  of  public  health  in  Europe  they 
were  deferred  to  April,  1894. 

The  Exhibition  is  to  take  place  in  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  in  gite  and  date^ 
Via  Nazionale,  and  in  the  adjoining  grounds.  From  the  pro- 
gramme which  has  already  been  distributed,  it  appears  that  the 
said  Exhibition  will  embrace  all  improvements  applying  to  the 
hygiene  of  towns  and  houses;  so  that  besides  a scientific 
interest  it  will  also  present  advantages  of  an  industrial  and 
commercial  character,  in  view  of  which  it  may  be  well  for  me  to  Attention  of 
call  to  it  the  attention  of  British  manufacturers  and  exporters 
by  embodying  a list  of  the  classes  in  which  the  Exhibition  will  aJuiTxpoHcra3 
be  divided  : — called  to  it. 

Class  I.  Apparatuses,  materials,  and  plans  of  buildings  for  List  of  classes 
scientific  and  technical  investigations  in  biology,  therapeu-  given, 
tics  and  hygiene. 

Class  II.  Apparatuses,  instruments,  and  materials  of  thera- 
peutic aid  in  all  branches  of  medicine. 

Class  III.  Prevention  of  diseases : first  aid  and  life  saving. 

Class  IV.  Plans,  models,  and  materials  for  the  drainage  of 
soil  and  sanitation  of  towns. 

Class  V.  Plans,  apparatuses,  and  appliances  for  the  hygiene 
of  towns. 

Class  VI.  Plans,  models,  and  materials  for  the  sanitary  con- 
struction of  buildings. 

Class  VII.  Apparatuses  and  appliances  for  the  hygiene  of 
lodgings  and  public  buildings. 
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Class  VIII.  Materials,  apparatuses,  and  objects  for  individual 
hygiene. 

Class  IX.  Plans,  models,  apparatuses,  and  institutions  for  the 
hygiene  of  workmen. 

Class  X.  Books,  atlases,  photographs,  prints,  charts,  &c.,  of 
recent  publication,  on  all  branches  of  medicine,  hygiene, 
sanitation,  and  cognate  subjects. 

Class  XI.  Retrospective  exhibition — surgical  instruments 
and  sanitary  appliances  of  the  past ; statues,  vases,  medals, 
coins,  inscriptions,  pictures,  prints,  &c. ; which,  by  their 
nature  or  subject,  are  connected  with  medicine  and 
hygiene. 

Special  class  for  hydrology  and  climatology. 


The  Port  of  Civitavecchia. 

In  furnishing  the  ensuing  returns  referring  to  the  trade  and 
shipping  at  Civitavecchia  for  1892,  the  Vice-Consul  at  that  port 
remarks  that  during  1892  the  total  number  of  vessels  entered 
was  so  very  little  inferior  to  that  of  the  previous  year  that  the 
decrease  cannot  really  be  considered  as  a falling-off  in  the  trade- 
of  that  port,  especially  if  we  take  into  account  that  in  1892 
there  was  a somewhat  notable  increase  in  the  total  tonnage  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year. 

The  increase  of  tonnage  is  partly  due  to  Italian  and  partly 
to  Greek  or  Austrian  vessels,  by  which,  almost  exclusively,, 
transports  of  corn  from  the  Black  Sea  were  effected. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Civita- 
vecchia during  the  Year  1892. 


Entebed. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of  j 
Vessels.  \ 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels,  i 

Tons. 

British  

6 

657 

89 

96,368 

95 

97,025 

Italian  

1,068 

69,420 

488 

163,968 

1,556 

| 233, 3»i 

Greek  

4 

1,355 

12 

15,279 

16 

16,634 

Norwegian 

20 

7,123 

20 

7,123 

Belgian  

7 

6,044 

7 

6,044 

Spanish  

’*23 

3,846 

2 

1,331 

25 

5,177 

Austrian  

4 

3,122 

4 

3,122 

German  

4 

3,098 

4 

3.098 

French  

l 

”i?3 

4 

1,413 

5 

1/86 

Dutch  

... 

2 

! 1,423 

2 

1,423 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

1,102 

75,451 

632 

299,169 

1,734 

1 374,620 

preceding 

1,224 

63,757 

588 

282,094 

1,812 

! 345,851 
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Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

7 

751 

90 

97,158 

97 

97,909 

Italian  

1,062 

68,538 

488 

163,987 

1,550 

232,525 

Greek  

3 

737 

11 

14,170 

14 

14,907 

Norwegian 

20 

7,123 

20 

7,123 

Belgian  

... 

7 

6,044 

7 

6,044 

Spanish  

23 

3,846 

2 

1,331 

25 

5,177 

Austrian  

4 

3,122 

4 

3,122 

German  

4 

3,098 

4 

3,098 

French  

"*1 

*173 

4 

1,413 

5 

1,586 

Dutch  

2 

1,425 

2 

1,425 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

1,096 

74,045 

632 

298,871 

1,728 

372,916 

preceding 

1,221 

64,179 

591 

285,741 

1,812 

349,920 

As  regards  British  shipping,  the  number  of  vessels  that  Arrival  of 
entered  the  port  of  Civitavecchia  during  1892  is  exactly  the 
same  as  that  of  the  previous  year.  A slight  decrease  is,  how-  J^me  i ® 
ever,  noticeable  in  the  total  tonnage  (1,527  tons  less  than  1891),  1891. 
but  the  total  imports  by  British  vessels  were  not  very  materially 
affected  thereby,  the  returns  showing  a total  importation  of 
164,928  tons  in  1892  as  against  165,104  tons  in  1891. 


Return  of  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Civitavecchia  by  British 
Vessels  during  the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

i 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Remarks. 

Steam  coal 

51,520 

28 

O OJ  'rt  o 

Gas  „ 

60,660 

31 

A xi  a ■*> 

Patent  fuel 

Coke 

Fire  bricks 
„ clay 

12,156 

873 

418 

60 

9 

1 

3 

2 

jetween 
stated  in 
hipping  j 
is  owing 
ing  brou 
f cargo. 

Pig-iron. . 
Codfish  . . 

34,915 

445 

19 

4 

o 

® h l a 

Orlrfl  2 CU 

cj  c;  . — ^ 

Wheat 

2,175 

3 

S 111.5 

Spiegel  iron 

1,406 

3 

§ 

Iron  girders 

296 

1 

3 o*s  S M % 

Zinc,  white 

4 

1 

g <d & 

Total  . . 

164,928 

105 

2 o j o> 
a ^ oq 

Examining  the  said  return  the  Vice-Consul  points  out  that  Falling-off  in 

the  importation  of  patent  fuel  in  1892  was  much  less  than  that  the 

of  1891 ; but  to  counterbalance  this  falling-off  there  was  a con-  ^ten^fuel11  °f 

siderable  increase  in  the  importation  of  steam  coal,  a fact  which  increase 

the  Vice-Consul  considers  quite  natural,  both  patent  fuel  and  in  the 

steam  coal  being,  with  slight  exceptions,  used  for  railway  importation 

° ° A J of  steam  coal. 

purposes. 

The  works  connected  with  the  new  quay  proceeded  uninter-  New  quay, 

(1 634)  0 progress  of. 
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ruptedly  during  1892,  and  it  is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  this 
year  the  whole  surface  of  the  quay  will  be  above  water.  The 
whole  work  will  be  completed,  as  far  as  it  is  foreseen,  in  two 
years  from  this. 

The  stores  for  goods  in  bond  (“punto  franco”)  alluded  to 
in  my  previous  report  are  now  completed,  and  a Government 
commission  is  to  examine  the  premises  and  ascertain  whether 
all  the  conditions  needed  for  its  purpose  were  complied  with. 
In  the  affirmative  case  it  still  remains  for  Government  and 
municipality  to  agree  upon  the  question  of  the  yearly 
expenditure  for  custom-house  officers  and  guards  in  connection 
therewith. 


Terni  and  Savona  Works. 

In  the  annual  report  for  1 892  submitted  to  the  shareholders 
at  their  meeting  no  figures  are  given  respecting  the  productions 
either  of  the  steel  works  or  of  the  foundry.  I am  not,  there- 
fore, able,  as  in  previous  years,  to  state  what  the  quantities  may 
have  been  and  the  cost  thereof. 

In  the  said  report  it  is  stated  in  general  terms  that  “ the 
Terni  Works  proceeded  on  the  same  system  as  in  the  previous 
year,  nor  was  it  to  be  expected  that,  persisting  the  same 
general  conditions  of  the  country  and  the  depression  of  the 
iron  trade  throughout  Europe,  there  could  have,  been  an 
increase  in  the  demand  of  our  articles,  or  of  the  profits  deriving 
therefrom.  By  persevering,  however,  in  the  plan  of  developing 
the  production  of  those  articles  which  demand  a higher  finish 
and  are  of  greater  value,  we  continue  almost  to  counterbalance 
the  falling-off  in  the  quantities.  With  that  object  in  view  we 
have  introduced  some  crucible  furnaces,  and  have  undertaken  to 
manufacture  projectiles  and  steel  for  utensils.” 

With  regard  to  the  Savona  establishment,  which  now  belongs 
to  the  same  company,  I find  in  the  report  alluded  to  above  that 
at  the  end  of  November,  1892,  work  was  started  afresh  by 
manufacturing  rails,  and  subsequently  shaped  articles  for  the 
navy,  and  that  it  is  contemplated  to  re-commence  manufac- 
turing steel  plates  and  to  start  manufacturing  iron. 

Almost  the  whole  body  of  workmen  for  Savona  was  taken 
from  the  Terni  Works,  realising  thereby  a notable  economy. 


• 

Amount. 

£ 

The  gross  profits  of  the  year  were 

145,796 

The  expenses,  including  50,768£.  interest  on  bonds,  &c.,  and 
47,650Z.  towards  the  wearing  out  of  the  machinery,  were. . 

123,436 

Net  profits 

22,360 

ROME. 
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Out  of  these  the  shareholders  received  15  lire  (12s.)  as 
dividend  per  each  share.  This  is  the  first  year  that  share- 
holders receive  a dividend. 

The  profits  of  the  five  previous  years,  amounting  to  more 
than  5,000,000  lire  (200,000/.)  were  devoted  to  cover  the  wearing- 
out  of  the  machinery,  and  make  up  for  the  losses  sustained 
during  the  first  year  'of  the  undertaking. 

The  company  is  constituted  with  a capital  of  16,000,000  lire 
(640,000/.);  plus  obligations,  11,000,000  lire  (Terni)  (440,000/.); 
plus  obligations,  4,000,000  lire  (Savona)  (160,000/.). 


Dividend  to 
shareholders. 


Amount  of 
profits  of 
previous 
5 years, 
how  devoted. 

Company’s 

capital. 
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Price. 
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, , 
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1241.  Frankfort 

, , 

3d. 

1183.  Warsaw 

, 4 

Id. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1184.  Piraeus  . 

f , 

lid. 

1243.  Palermo 

3|d. 

1185.  Callao  . . 

, , 

id. 

1244.  Naples  .. 

Id. 
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, , 

# # 

Id. 
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, % 

Id. 
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. , 
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• • 

lid. 
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2id. 
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• • 

, , 

Id. 

1251.  San  Francisco. . 

Sid. 

1193.  Amoy  . . 

Id.  ; 

1 252.  Bushire 

2d 

1191.  Zanzibar 

, , 

. . 

4d. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

, , 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1196.  Algiers , . 

15id.  j 

1255.  Yokohama 

lid. 
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, # 
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• • 

• • 
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• • 

• • 
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id.- ! 

12b  9.  Port  Said 

• « 

. . 

Id. 
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, . 
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• • 
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# , 
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, . 

2.id. 
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# # 
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, # 

lid. 
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# # 

# , 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1266.  Shanghai 

, , 

3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast  . . 

, . 

Id. 

; 1267.  Bangkok  .. 

, . 

, # 

lid. 
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, , 

, , 

Id. 
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# , 

# # 

lid. 

1210.  Tahiti 

t # 
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1269.  Cadiz  .. 

2d. 

1211.  Ichang. . 

Sid. 
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Id. 
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, . 

id. 
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# # 

, , 
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2d. 

1272.  Cli'.istiania 

5d. 
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Id. 
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id. 
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id. 
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m # 

# # 

3d. 
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id. 
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, , 
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# , 
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2i<l. 
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2id. 
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lid. 
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Id. 
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id. 
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4d. 
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. . 

6|d. 
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• • 

m m 

8id. 
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2id. 
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# # 

Id. 

1226.  Madeira 

5id. 
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. . 

4 id. 
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lid. 
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id 
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Id 

1287.  Pekin.. 

1229.  Newchwang  .. 
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lid 
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2 id. 

1231.  Hankow 

, . 
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, . 
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• • 

Id. 
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2id. 
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JDANTZ1G. 


Mr.  Hunt  to  the  Karl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Dantzig , August  31,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
mv  Report  on  the  Trade  of  Dantzig  for  the  Year  1892,  together 
with  Reports  for  the  ports  of  Konigsberg  and  Memel,  furnished  to 
me  by  the  Vice-Consuls  at  those  places. 

The  delay  in  forwarding  these  Reports  is  due  to  the  late 
period  statistics  are  available  in  this  part  of  Germany. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  H.  T.  C.  HUNT. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Dantzig  for  the  Year  1892. 
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GERMANY. 


Trade 

generally. 


Imports. 


Herrings. 


2 

In  the  year  1892  the  differential  system  of  duties  began  in 
Germany,  which,  although  known  before,  had  for  many  years 
been  abandoned.  The  commercial  treaties  with  Austria,  Italy, 
Switzerland,  and  Belgium  came  into  operation  on  February  1 
of  this  year,  and  materially  affected  the  trade  with  countries 
not  so  favourably  treated.  In  addition,  the  protectionist  policy 
which  was  inaugurated  in  1879,  by  which  the  western  part  of 
Germany  is  favoured  to  the  detriment  of  the  eastern  portion, 
has  continued  to  impoverish  the  mercantile  community  of 
Dantzig.  The  following  shows  to  what  extent  this  is  true. 
The  exports  from  this  port  in  1892  were  28  per  cent,  less  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  the  actual  figures  being  431,588  tons  in 
1892,  as  against  599,156  tons  in  1891.  1892  is  the  worst  year 

that  the  commerce  of  Dantzig  has  known  for  years.  The  im- 
ports by  sea  in  1892  were  a trifle  more,  522,303  tons,  as  against 
516,145  tons  in  1891.  This  increase  in  the  imports  is  due  to 
the  favourable  conditions  of  the  transit  trade  with  Russia.  It 
is  hoped  that,  when  a commercial  treaty  with  Russia  is  signed, 
the  falling  off  in  the  export  trade  will  also  cease. 

Of  the  imports,  petroleum  has  increased  nearly  16,000  tons 
this  year,  more  than  double  the  quantity  in  1891,  and  nearly 
treble  that  in  1890.  This  is  due  to  the  establishment  of  a 
Petroleum  Tank  Company,  which  has  already  become  the 
distributing  centre  of  the  oil  trade  in  this  part  of  Germany. 
Herrings  and  lard  also  show  an  increased  importation  due  to 
the  large  potato  crop  in  the  country  districts  where  these  two 
articles  are  mostly  consumed.  Raw  iron,  in  spite  of  the  high 
duties  in  Russia,  was  imported  to  a larger  extent,  and  found  its 
way  to  that  country  through  Poland. 

The  following  articles  show  a decreased  importation  as 
against  1891.  Coal,  on  account  of  the  large  stocks  remaining  on 
hand  from  the  year  before.  Rice,  because  the  potato  crop  was 
very  good  in  1892,  whereas,  in  1891,  the  lack  of  potatoes 
necessitated  an  increased  consumption  of  rice  amongst  the 
poorer  classes,  and  salt  because  the  Inowrazlaw  supplies  were 
preferred  to  the  foreign  article. 

With  regard  to  the  principal  articles  dealt  in  here,  I have  to 
offer  the  following  remarks  : — 

The  stock  of  herrings  which  remained  over  at  the  end  of 
1891,  amounting  to  37,853  tons,  was,  with  difficulty,  disposed  of 
on  account  of  the  unusually  large  catch  of  herrings  on  the 
Swedish  coast,  which  flooded  this  market,  this,  together  with 
the  smaller  demand,  caused  a drop  in  prices. 
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Prices. 


From— 

To— 

£ 8. 

£ 8. 

Crown  fulls.. 

1 18 

1 9 

„ matties 

1 15 

1 4 

„ mixed 

1 10 

0 19 

Swedish 

0 18 

0 11 

The  July  catch  from  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  reached  this 
port  before  the  preceding  year’s  fish  had  all  been  sold.  The 
supply  was  abundant,  but  the  quality  was  indifferent.  Holland 
and  Norway  also  competed.  Altogether,  the  catch  of  herrings 
in  1892  was  the  largest  known.  Sweden  heads  the  list  with 
an  autumn  and  winter  catch  of  1,500,000  barrels,  Scotland  and 
Norway  had  each  1,000,000  barrels,  and  Holland  500,000 
barrels  ; together,  4,000,000  barrels.  The  quality  all  round  was 
inferior.  It  was  also  thought  that  the  fish  would  not  keep  as 
well  as  in  former  years ; prices  therefore  ruled  low  with  the 
exception  of  the  brand  crownfulls  which  were  scarce.  The 
August  prices  were 


Price. 

£ s. 

Crown  fulls . . 

1 14 

„ matties  . . . . . . . . . . 

1 6 

„ mixed 

0 19 

These  prices  further  receded  2s.  or  3s,  as  the  year  went  on, 
until  December  when  the  August  quotations  were  resumed. 

The  low  prices  ruling  led  to  a large  local  consumption. 

Dried  codfish  from  Iceland  was  imported  in  small  quantities  other  cured 
for  local  requirements,  but  no  mackerel  or  other  cured  fish  as  fish, 
exported  from  North  American  ports  reached  Dantzig. 

The  increased  importation  of  petroleum  is  due  to  the  trade  Petroleum, 
in  this  necessary  article  having  been  taken  up  by  a number  of 
capitalists  who  have  built  several  large  tanks  in  which  the  oil 
is  stored.  These  tanks  are  filled  direct  from  the  tank  steamers 
that  bring  the  petroleum  from  the  oil  wells  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  way  of  treating  the  oil  saves  the  cost  of  barrels,  and  allows 
it  to  be  sold  at  a reduced  price  with  a larger  margin  of  profit 
than  formerly.  The  importers  of  petroleum  in  barrels  were 
unable  to  make  any  profit,  owing  to  the  competition  of  this 
German-American  Tank  Company. 

1,036  tons  of  lard  were  imported  from  England  as  against  Lard. 

558  tons  in  1891.  The  total  import  in  1892  was  4,338  tons 
valued  at  156,150 /.  as  against  2,764  tons  in  1891  valued  at 
(1636) 
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Raw  iron. 
Coal. 


Rice. 

Salt. 

Resin. 

Tallow. 

Asphalt. 
Roofing  slates. 


105,000/.  Prices  ruled  low  the  first  half  of  the  year  as  in  former 
years,  rising  in  the  summer,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  reached 
an  unexpected  figure.  Notwithstanding  the  high  price  the 
demand  was  good  and  lasting. 

The  importation  of  raw  iron  in  1892  exceeded  that  of  1891 
by  5,504  tons.  Great  Britain  furnishing  12,600  tons  ; most 
of  it  found  its  way  to  Poland  and  Russia. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  return  of  principal  articles  of  import 
to  Dantzig,  that  the  total  import  of  coal  and  coke  in  1892  was 
roughly  46,000  tons  less  than  in  1891.  English  and  Scotch  coal 
losing  15  per  cent.,  and  Silesian  12  per  cent,  in  quantity  as 
compared  with  1891.  The  smaller  consumption  of  Silesian  coal 
was  due  to  several  factories  closing  that  burnt  this  fuel,  and 
the  reduced  import  of  English  and  Scotch  coal  was  on  account 
of  the  small  demand  in  the  country  districts  which  this  port 
supplies.  For  bunker  coals  the  English  are  preferred  hereto 
the  German,  but  Upper  Silesian  coke  is  bought  in  preference 
to  the  English. 

7,946  tons  of  rice  were  imported  in  1892,  as  against  9,015 
tons  in  1891.  The  large  importation  in  1891  was  due  to  the 
bad  potato  crop  in  that  year,  which  necessitated  the  use  of  a 
substitute  in  the  diet  of  the  poorer  classes.  The  inferior 
qualities  of  rice  being  in  demand  fur  that  purpose.  Only  some 
10  tons  came  direct  from  England  in  1892.  The  larger  portion 
reached  this  in  transit  from  Bremen  and  other  German  ports. 

7,091  tons  of  salt  were  received  from  Great  Britain  in  1892, 
as  against  9,135  tons  in  1891,  and  10,720  tons  in  1890.  No  salt 
has  been  imported  from  Portugal  since  1887.  The  falling  off 
in  the  importation  of  foreign  salt  is  due  to  the  larger  use  in  the 
country  districts  of  Inowrazlaw  salt. 

The  greater  part  of  the  resin  imported  was  in  transit  for 
Poland.  In  1889, 1,108  tons  came  from  English  ports,  but  none 
in  1891,  and  only  about  5 tons  in  1892.  The  supply  is  nearly 
all  now  from  North  America,  which  out  of  a total  of  1,866  tons 
in  1892  sent  1,343  tons. 

In  1892,  415  tons  of  tallow  were  imported  from  England,  as 
against  574  tons  in  1891  and  1,248  tons  in  1890.  It  is  nearly 
all  of  Australian  origin,  and  comes  to  Dantzig  for  transmission 
to  Poland. 

The  trade  in  Trinidad  asphalt  was  brisk,  several  cargoes 
reached  this  either  direct  from  Port  of  Spain  or  from  London, 
and  were  sent  on  to  Poland.  Asphalt  of  French  origin  found 
no  buyers. 

Only  two  cargoes  came  to  Dantzig,  one  English  and  one 
French,  and  were  used  for  local  requirements.  Business  being 
unprofitable  in  this  article. 
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Return  of  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Dantzig  during  the 

Years  1892-90. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tons. 

£ 

1892 

431,587 

3,469,750 

1891 

599,156 

5,475,250 

1890 

525,200  ; 

4,642,300 

Every  article  shows  a decreased  export — the  wood  trade  Exports, 
being  affected  the  least.  Flour  and  molasses  come  next, 
decreasing  14  per  cent,  and  8 per  cent,  respectively.  Rape- 
seed  oii  lost  28  per  cent.,  and  oilcake  40  per  cent.  The  com 
trade,  once  the  leading  staple  of  Dantzig  and  the  principal 
source  of  its  wealth,  decreasing  nearly  50  per  cent.  The  order 
of  the  Russian  Government  prohibiting  the  export  of  breadstuffs 
from  Russia  on  account  of  the  famine  in  that  country  in  1891, 
stopped  all  trade  in  Russian  grain  during  the  first  months  of  the 
year  1892,  and  caused  much  loss  to  the  Dantzig  mercantile 
community.  The  export  of  sugar  also  decreased  one-half  as 
against  1891,  principally  on  account  of  the  bad  beetroot  crop 
in  Russia.  Of  bran  not  a fourth  of  the  1891  export  was  shipped, 
and  of  spirits  nearly  the  same  marked  decrease  is  shown.  The 
precautions  taken  here  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  cholera, 
also  tended  to  disturb  the  export  trade. 

Corn  at  one  time  the  principal  article  ot  export  from  Cora  and 
Dantzig  becomes  every  year  less  profitable  to  the  exporter,  grain. 
Not  quite  60,000  tons  were  shipped  in  1892  out  of  a stock  of 
208,000  tons.  This  is  the  smallest  shipment  on  record.  The 
reason  of  this  marked  decrease  in  the  export  of  corn  is  ascribed 
to  four  causes,  namely : — 1st,  the  onerous  identity  formalities  ; 

2nd,  the  railway  sliding  scale  rates ; 3rd,  the  differential  duties, 
and  4th,  the  Russian  export  prohibitions. 

Each  of  these  causes  was  sufficient  in  itself  to  severely 
check  the  exportation  to  the  English  and  Scandinavian  markets, 
which  are  the  chief  buyers.  The  German  grain  was  hampered 
by  the  1st  cause ; that  which  came  through  Austria  by  the 
2nd  cause  as  well  as  the  3rd  cause,  and  the  Russian  by  the 
4th  cause,  when  the  Russian  Government  did  away  with  the 
export  prohibition,  on  the  new  harvest  coming  into  the  market, 
the  German  differential  duty  system  placed  great  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  trade.  The  high  prices  ruling  in  this  market  in 
January  stopped  all  export  as  those  abroad  were  lower.  As 
the  year  went  on  things  mended  somewhat,  but  the  competition 
with  the  American  and  East  Indian  wheat  was  very  keen, 
and  the  millowners  took  advantage  of  this  to  the  detriment  of 
the  merchants. 

The  trade  in  wheat  suffered  most  of  all  the  different  kinds 
of  corn.  In  former  years  it  was  the  principal  article  of  export, 
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but  in  the  year  1892  only  15,435  tons  were  shipped,  being 
about  one-third  of  the  quantity  exported  in  1891,  the  year  that 
had  the  smallest  export  for  30  years.  The  export  to  Great 
Britain  in  1892  was  unusually  small,  only  5,600  tons  as  against 

17.000  tons  in  1891  and  22,500  tons  in  1890.  To  Denmark 
only  one-seventh  part  of  what  was  shipped  in  1891  was 
forwarded  in  1892.  The  shipments  to  Dutch  and  Belgian  ports 
were  unimportant. 

Rye  took  the  lead  this  year  in  the  amount  of  the  different 
kinds  of  com  exported  from  Dantzig,  being  more  than  half 
the  total.  The  supply  of  rye  available  for  shipment  in  1892 
was  48,000  tons  as  against  39,000  tons  in  1891.  Of  this  quantity 

32.000  tons  were  shipped.  Most  of  it  went  to  Sweden  and  the 
Netherlands.  4,000  tons  were  sent  to  Russia  for  the  famine 
districts,  being  the  first  time  that  rye  has  ever  been  forwarded 
to  that  country  from  this  port  within  memory. 

The  supply  of  barley  was  a little  larger  than  in  the  year 
1891,  but  the  export  was  much  smaller,  and  is,  in  fact,  the 
smallest  known ; 1,639  tons  went  to  Great  Britain  in  1892  as 
against  1,316  tons  in  1891.  The  chief  decrease  was  in  the 
amount  sent  to  Norway. 

Oats  only  come  here  for  local  consumption. 

Pulse  and  maize  were  not  prohibited  from  crossing  the 
Russian  frontier,  yet  less  reached  this.  In  all  15,000  tons  were 
dealt  with,  7,000  tons  less  than  in  1891,  only  a fifth  was 
exported. 

Oil  seeds  in  1892  show  a decrease  in  the  supply  of  6,400 
tons  as  against  1891,  and  16,400  tons  as  against  1890.  The 
export  in  1892  was  only  one  quarter  of  that  in  1891, 

Stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat  .. 

8,373 

16,676 

13,326 

15,488 

Rye 

7,991 

9,948 

2,076 

2,183 

Barley  . . 

2,929 

1,358 

2,367 

1,386 

Oats 

105 

197 

95 

22 

Pulse 

2,628 

1,305 

1,902 

933 

Oil  seeds 

470 

958 

1,360 

495 

Total 

•• 

22,496 

30,442 

21,126 

20,507 

The  export  of  spirits  in  1892  was  between  a third  and  a 
fourth  of  that  in  1891.  The  actual  figures  being  4,085  tons  in 
1892  as  against  14,826  tons  in  1891.  The  bad  potato  ci^ops 
in  those  2 years  had  much  to  say  to  this  decrease  and  in 
addition  but  little  Russian  spirit  found  its  way  here.  Spain, 
formerly  Dantzig’s  best  customer,  took  none;  the  high  duty  now 
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levied  on  foreign  spirits  in  that  country  having  destroyed  the 
trade  with  Germany.  New  markets  were  found,  however, 
by  lowering  the  prices  of  the  finer  qualities — 90  tons  going  for 
the  first  time  to  Japan.  The  competition  from  Austria  and 
Russia  is  also  very  great,  particularly  as  both  those  countries 
allow  a drawback  on  what  is  exported  from  their  own  ports. 
Many  distillers  discontinued  their  operations,  when  they  found 
prices  against  them,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the 
demand  increased  and  those  who  held  their  stocks  were  able 
to  dispose  of  them  to  advantage. 


Table  showing  Shipments  of  Spirits  from  Dantzig  during  the 

Years  1892-90. 


Country. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

1890. 

1889. 

Tons. 

Tods. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Japan  . . 

90 

Spain  .. 

1,882 

6,258 

3,996 

France  . . 

103 

192 

16 

Belgium 

83 

169 

157 

587 

Holland. . . , 

532 

954 

1,192 

372 

Great  Britain  . . 

114 

13 

361 

272 

Sweden 

1,487 

421 

173 

Denmark 

283 

718 

722 

950 

German  ports  . . 

2,880 

9,603 

6,935 

6,922 

Total 

4,085 

14,826 

16,238 

13,288 

A quiet  tone  prevailed  in  the  beetroot  sugar  trade  at  the  sUgar. 
beginning  of  1892.  Later  on  the  market  got  stronger  on  Italy 
becoming  a purchaser,  for  the  first  time,  on  account  of  the 
lower  duty  she  imposed  on  beetroot  sugar.  America  took 
some  thousands  of  tons  and  it  was  hoped  that  she  would 
become  a good  customer,  but  after  a time  cane-sugar  drove 
the  beetroot  out  of  the  United  States  markets.  In  April  the 
stocks  in  Germany  amounted  to  145,250  tons  against  186,300  tons 
in  the  same  month  of  1891.  In  the  district  of  which  Dantzig 
is  the  shipping  port  the  stocks  were  4,950  tons  as  against 
12,000  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  This  would  probably  have 
led  to  more  profitable  business,  but  the  failure  of  a large 
Austrian  firm  caused  prices  to  drop,  and  in  the  months  of 
May,  June,  and  July  almost  stagnation  prevailed,  Italy  alone 
buying.  At  the  end  of  July  business  revived,  especially  with 
the  United  States,  some  large  parcels  being  placed.  The 
small  stocks  were  nearly  cleared  out  and  prices  rose.  In 
September  speculation  began  in  the  new  beetroot  crop,  which 
the  dry  summer  and  autumn  was  against.  The  sugar  mill- 
owners  declining  to  sell  for  the  account  as  they  expected  high 
prices.  When  the  new  sugar  reached  the  market  business 
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became  brisk  with  an  upward  tendency  in  prices,  which  fell 
again,  however,  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  trade  in  wood  opened  with  good  prospects  in  1892, 
but  expectations  were  not  realised  and  the  transactions  for  the 
year  were  not  satisfactory.  Dantzig’s  best  customer,  England, 
bought  largely  in  January  and  early  in  February  as  our  building 
trades  were  prosperous.  The  strikes  in  England  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  affected  the  timber  trade  and  buying  nearly 
stopped,  which  lasted  most  of  the  year,  especially  for  fir  and 
pine  wood.  Oak  fared  better  as  our  railway  companies  were 
large  buyers. 

The  floating  of  the  timber  from  the  forests  to  this  port  was 
much  hindered  by  the  swollen  state  of  the  streams  in  the 
spring,  and  the  dry  summer  spoilt  the  wood  in  transit.  The 
supplies  from  Galicia  nearly  all  reached  this  place,  but  200  rafts 
of  the  Russian  had  to  winter  on  the  way  down. 

The  supply  of  this  speciality  was  limited  to  the  output  from 
the  mine  in  East  Prussia,  and  is  practically  a monopoly.  The 
small  quantities  found  at  other  spots  along  the  coast  between 
this  and  Memel  do  not  pay  the  working  expenses.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  induce  the  German  Government  to  cancel 
the  mining  concession  that  is  held  by  the  firm  who  have  the 
monopoly,  but  as  yet  without  success.  In  1892  about  60  tons 
of  raw  amber  came  to  Dantzig  to  be  worked  into  beads  and 
ornaments,  which  find  a sale  in  the  east  of  Europe  and  in 
some  parts  of  Africa.  The  new  process  ot  pressing  the  small 
pieces  of  amber  together  and  thus  utilising  what  was  formerly 
only  melted  down  for  varnish  has  much  disturbed  the  amber 
market,  and  it  is  now  not  so  sought  after  as  formerly.  The 
sales  at  the  Leipzig  Fair  were  unimportant,  and  the  whole  trade 
is  in  so  depressed  a state  that  many  employers  discharged 
their  workmen  in  1892  on  seeing  little  chance  of  any  improve- 
ment  in  their  business. 

Dantzig  spruce,  which  is  sent  to  England  to  mix  with  our 
porter,  shows  a decreased  shipment,  as  against  preceding  years. 
A very  desirable  state  of  things  for  those  who  prefer  their 
stout  pure. 

The  shipbuilding  yards  found  employment,  but  at  reduced 
prices.  Neiv  orders  were  scarce,  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the 
freight  markets.  Mr.  8 chi chau’s  extensive  yard,  a branch  of 
his  Elbing  works,  employs  a number  of  hands.  He  relies 
principally  on  the  orders  he  receives  from  the  German  and 
other  Governments  for  small  war  vessels  and  torpedo  boats. 

The  harbour  of  refuge  at  Hela,  in  the  bay  of  Dantzig,  some 
22  miles  to  the  north  of  this  port,  is  so  far  advanced  in  con- 
struction that  the  small  steamers  that  ply  between  this  and 
Hela  are  able  to  land  their  passengers  and  goods  at  one  of  the 
piers.  The  nearly  enclosed  basin  will  have  an  area  of  10  acres 
and  a depth  of  10  feet.  This  work  when  completed  will  be  a 
great  boon  to  the  fishermen  of  the  bay  of  Dantzig,  who  before 
during  strong  westerly  winds  were  unable  to  land  at  Hela, 
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owing  to  the  heavy  sea  running.  Formerly  also  passengers  by 
the  steamers  to  Hela  had  to  go  ashore  in  small  boats,  as  there 
was  no  landing  stage.  The  increased  facilities  for  landing  have 
already  induced  speculation  in  land  at  Hela,  with  a view  to 
turning  the  village  into  a fashionable  watering  place. 

The  work  of  excavating  the  new  channel  for  diverting  the 
chief  outlet  of  the  River  Vistula,  the  first  sod  of  which  was  cut 
at  Siedlerslahre  on  August  5,  1891,  progresses  satisfactorily,  the 
contractors,  a German  firm  from  the  Rhine,  having  kept  to  their 
time  well.  A glance  at  the  accompanying  map  will  show  that 
the  intention  is  to  make  a nearly  straight  channel  for  the  river 
to  the  sea,  a dam  being  thrown  across  the  old  river  bed,  which 
will,  however,  be  connected  with  the  new  outlet  by  means  of  a 
lock  at  Einlage.  The  contention  is  that  by  this  means  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  Vistula  will  be  kept  under  better 
control,  and  the  disastrous  inundations  which  have  occurred 
periodically  be  prevented.  This  new  mouth  of  the  Vistula  will 
be  270  yards  wide  at  the  point  where  it  commences,  namely,  at 
Siedlersfahre,  increasing  in  breadth  gradually  to  4 40  yards  at 
Schiewenhorst,  the  place  at  which  it  joins  the  Baltic.  The 
total  length  of  the  new  channel  will  be  about  4 miles  615  yards, 
with  a minimum  depth  of  10  feet  at  Siedlersfahre  and  16  feet  at 
Schiewenhorst.  The  earth  excavated  to  form  the  new 
channel  is  utilised  to  make  up  the  protecting  banks  on  each 
side  to  a height  of  25  feet.  The  cost  of  this  important  im- 
provement will  be  22,000,000  marks  (about  1,100,000/.). 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Dantzig  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Coffee  . . 

Tons. 

3,294 

£ 

247,050 

Tons. 

2,647 

£ 

231,650 

Rice  , . 

7,946 

773 

8,340 

9,015 

87,450 

Spice  . . 

25,050 

575 

28,550 

Fruit  . . . . 

922 

52,475 

2,000 

53,400 

Lard 

4,338 

156,150 

2,764 

105,000 

Wine 

2,446 

102,850 

2,051 

90,250 

Herrings 

24,296 

166,400 

19,614 

189,550 

Salt 

7,419 

22,250 

9,378 

9,375 

Petroleum 

30,644 

125,700 

14,755 

89,250 

Raw  iron 

13,834 

36,400 

8,335 

23,750 

Chemicals 

32,409 

326,700 

34,377 

345,150 

Resin  . . 

1,867 

11,200 

2,021 

20,300 

Cement . . 

4,839 

9,700 

5,366 

11,250 

Stone  ..  M 

20,795 

42,200 

20,071 

36,950 

Earthenware  . . 

7,959 

12,350 

9,173 

13,050 

Coal  and  coke  . . 

256,295 

194,450 

302,419 

216,600 

1,559,975 

Other  articles  . . 

102,060 

1,914,885 

74,583 

Total  . . 

•• 

522,303 

3,454,150 

516,144 

3,111,600 
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RETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Dantzig  during 
the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Wheat  . . 

• • 

5,435 

123,100 

49,977 

479,800 

Rye 

• • 

32,026 

243,400 

3,555 

115,900 

Barley  . . 

• • 

5,856 

36,900 

8,874 

68,800 

Oats 

139 

700 

945 

5,800 

Pulse  . . 

3,599 

26,500 

15,594 

142,200 

Oil  seeds 

2,601 

27,650 

9,910 

125,850 

Flour  and  bran 

28,135 

244,650 

48,649 

242,400 

Spruce  . . 

436 

9,800 

557 

13,100 

Sugar  . . 

68,281 

985,300 

136,000 

1,882,750 

Molasses 

20,321 

71,150 

23,553 

62,400 

Spirits  . . 

4,220 

97,850 

14,951 

401,650 

Wood  .. 

227,193 

1,028,850 

239,519 

1,085,350 

Rapeseed  oil  .. 

6,606 

168,500 

9,242 

277,250 

Oilcake . . 

6,556 

40,150 

11,000 

66,000 

Other  articles  , . 

20,184 

310,250 

16,830 

505,950 

Total  . . 

•• 

431,587 

3,419,750 

599,156 

5,475,200 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Dantzig  during  the  Year 

1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

30 

3,295 

182 

142,651 

212 

145,946 

German  ...  ... 

279 

58,385 

589  | 

238.619 

868 

297,004 

Danish  

104 

9,105 

81 

37,814 

185 

46,919 

Swedish  

22 

3,531 

87 

I 22,565 

109 

26,096 

Norwegian 

27 

10,261 

45 

17,389 

72 

27,650 

Dutch  

8 

1,171 

38 

18,360 

46 

19,531 

Russian  

6 

2,971 

2 

1,301 

8 

4,272 

French  

1 

79 

1 

79 

Austrian  

1 

422 

1 

422 

American 

2 

2,108 

... 

2 

2,108 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

480 

91,328 

1,024 

478,699 

1,504 

570,027 

preceding 

630 

108,739 

1,206 

531,293 

1,836 

640,032 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality, 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

1 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

30 

3,295 

179 

140,704 

209 

143,999 

292,335 

German  

286 

55,292 

579 

237,043 

865 

Danish  

104 

9,105 

82 

38,010 

186 

47,115 

Swedish  

23 

3,816 

88 

22,900 

111 

26,716 

Norwegian 

24 

5,187 

45 

19,389 

69 

24,576 

Dutch  

7 

774 

38 

18,360 

45 

19,134 

Bussian  

6 

2,989 

2 

1,301 

8 

4,290 

French  

1 

79 

1 

79 

Austrian  

1 

422 

1 

422 

American 

2 

2,108 

2 

2,108 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

484 

83,067 

1,013 

477,707 

1,497 

560,774 

preceding 

631 

104,851 

1,200 

529,266 

1,831 

634,117 

Konigsberg. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hay  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  year  1892  must  be  considered  one  of  the  worst  years  Trade 
that  the  Konigsberg  trade  has  passed  through.  generally. 

The  Russian  prohibition  of  the  export  of  the  different  kinds 
of  grain  remained  in  force  during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and 
when  it  was  at  last  abolished  it  appeared  that  just  those  Russian 
districts  which  are  principally  in  communication  with  Konigs- 
berg experienced  bad  harvests,  and  could  consequently  supply 
the  Konigsberg  market  with  very  little  material. 

Besides,  the  differential  treatment  of  Russian  products, 
owing  to  the  more  favourable  treaty  with  Austria,  made  much 
impression  on  the  corn  trade,  which  is  the  most  important  one 
at  this  place. 

All  this,  and  the  severe  restrictions  issued  by  the  local 
government  in  order  to  prevent  introduction  of  cholera  into 
Prussia,  have  very  much  limited  the  traffic  by  sea  and  rail,  and 
taken  away  the  necessary  material  for  the  activity  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  Konigsberg  trade. 

The  value  of  the  imports  in  1892  amounted  to  9,352,873 1.  Imports, 
against  11,01 5,652/.  in  the  preceding  year,  which  shows  a 
decrease  of  about  1,662,000Z.  Only  the  import  of  herrings  has 
increased,  there  being  a plus  of  about  80,000  barrels,  repre- 
senting a value  of  about  88,000Z.  The  reason  for  this  retro- 
grade movement  in  the  volume  of  import  at  this  place  lies 
principally  in  the  limited  traffic  with  most  of  the  countries, 
caused  by  quarantine  regulations  and  their  consequences  with 
regard  to  trade. 
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Herrings;. 


Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Stock  of  herrings  on  January  1, 

1892  

74,660 

48,548 

Imported  .. 

307,597 

248,488 

Total  

382,257 

297,036 

Stock  on  hand  December  31,  1892 

93,808 

74,660 

Sales  in  1892  . . . • 

288,449  j 

222,376 

As  will  be  seen  from  i lie  above  statement,  the  imports  of 
herrings  have  increased  in  the  year  under  notice  ; also  the  sales 
were  about  66,000  barrels  larger  than  in  the  last  year.  Never- 
theless, business  in  this  article  was  rather  unsatisfactory,  as  the 
stock  of  last  year  was  not  easily  to  be  realised  owing  to  the 
high  potato  prices,  and  when  there  was  better  demand  and  a 
good  crop  of  potatoes  prices  went  down  and  left  no  profit. 

Of  the  different  brands  were  imported : — 


Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Barrels. 

Barrels. 

Scotch  herrings 

156,425 

134,647 

Norwegian  Vaar  and  Sloe  herrings 

1,555 

1,329 

„ fulls,  old 

19,106 

13,598 

„ „ new 

77,384 

54,674 

Swedish  herrings,  old 

24,398 

28,798 

„ „ new 

24,517 

15,142 

Dutch  herrings  .. 

4,215 

300 

The  export  to  Russia  showed  the  following  numbers : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Barrels. 

1892  

147,432 

1891 

103,697 

1890  

152,420 

1889  

148,000 

1888  

121,500 

1887  

113,600 

DANTZIG. 
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Tn  town  and  province  consumed  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Barrels. 

1892  .. 

, # 

141,017 

1891  .. 

103,697 

1890  .. 

, # 

152,420 

1889  .. 

, # 

135,972 

1888  .. 

116,634 

1887  .. 

.. 

•• 

141,588 

The  prices  were  for 


Description. 

Price  per  Barrel. 
Prom — To  — 

£ s.  cl 

£ s.  d. 

Crown  fulls. . 

1 10  0 

1 13  0 

,,  matties 

110 

1 2 6 

„ mixed 

0 18  0 

1 5 0 

Shetland  matties  and  medium  fulls 

1 1 0 

14  0 

For  Norwegian  herrings  - 


Description. 

Price  per  Barrel  in  Bond. 

Prom  — 

To- 

£ s.  d . 

£ s.  d. 

Pulls 

0 15  0 

1 4 0 

Large  spents  and  selected 

0 8 0 

0 14  0 

New  mediums 

0 15  0 

10  0 

New  matties 

0 17  0 

Norwegian  KKK  .. 

1 0 0 

1 10  0 

MK ! 

0 16  0 

16  0 

Yaar  herrings 

0 8 0 

0 12  0 

Dutch  herrings  paid  : — 


Description. 

Price  per  Barrel. 

From— 

To— 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Matties 

0 13  0 

0 15  0 

Small  fulls  . . 

0 17  0 

0 18  0 
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Salt. 


Pig-iron. 


Chemicals. 


Tea. 


The  imports  amounted  to  5,062  tons  in  all,  of  which  about 
254  tons  came  from  the  interior  of  Germany,  250  tons  from 
Portugal,  and  all  the  remainder  from  Great  Britain. 

The  price  for  common  white  salt  was  10s.  3 d.  to  10s.  Qd.  per 
ton,  f.o.b.,  and  17s.  3 d.  to  17s.  6d  per  ton  to  Konigsberg.  The 
stock  of  salt  at  the  end  of  1892  was  845  tons.  The  diminution 
of  the  import  of  foreign  salt  of  about  850  tons  has  for  its  reason 
that  one  steamer  destined  for  this  port  could  not  reach  this 
port  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  navigation  by  ice  before  her 
arrival.  She  had  to  remain  at  Pillau,  where  the  salt  was 
stored. 

3,612  tons  of  pig-iron  were  imported  in  1892,  against 
4,089  tons  in  1891 ; 2,484  tons  came  from  Great  Britain,  against 
3,557  tons  in  the  preceding  year.  The  export  to  Russia 
amounted  to  165  tons  ; the  remainder  was  worked  here  in  the 
ironworks. 

The  consumption  of  these  articles  is  in  this  province,  poor 
of  industry,  of  no  importance.  The  chemicals  for  bleaching, 
dyeing,  soap-boiling,  &c.,  was  nearly  all  supplied  by  German 
manufactories,  as  the  German  duty  prevents  the  import  of  the 
cheaper  English  chemicals. 


Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Stock  of  tea  on  January  1 

375 

286 

Imported  . . 

1,315 

1,350 

Total  

1,690 

1,636 

Stock  December  31 

250 

375 

Sales 

1,440 

1,261 

The  transit  of  this  article  showed  1,850  tons,  against 
1,350  tons  in  the  preceding  year. 

Although  the  tea  trade  here  was  about  14  per  cent,  better 
than  in  1891,  it  did  not  reach,  however,  the  sales  of  the  former 
years.  It  is  to  be  taken  in  consideration  that  the  direct  import 
from  China  into  Russia,  via  Odessa,  in  the  year  under  notice 
amounted  only  to  half  the  quantity  of  the  preceding  year. 
A much  bigger  Russian  demand  from  Konigsberg  was,  there- 
fore, under  normal  circumstances,  to  be  expected.  The 
stock  of  tea  here  and  in  Moscow  was,  however,  owing  to  the 
depressed  state  of  the  tea  market  in  1891,  a very  large  one, 
and  answered  the  requirements  up  to  the  month  of  July. 
F urther,  the  prices,  until  the  arrival  of  the  new  tea,  were  of  a 
yielding  tendency.  The  consequences  of  the  bad  harvest  in 
Russia  were  of  bad  influence,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
consumption  of  better  qualities,  and  at  last  the  cholera  affected 
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the  tea  trade  as  well  as  the  whole  commercial  traffic  very 
badly. 

In  all,  the  result  of  the  tea  trade  here  cannot  be  designated 
especially  good,  but  is  not  to  be  considered  unfavourable, 
although  it  could  not  heal  yet  the  wounds  of  1891. 

The  import  of  grease  amounted  to  3,705  tons,  about  Grease. 

780  tons  more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  import  of 
American  bacon  amounted  to  168  tons  against  120  tons  in  the 
year  before. 

After  having  substituted  the  petroleum  stores  here  by  three  retrolemc. 
petroleum  tanks  in  connection  with  the  necessary  steam  pumps, 
tubes,  &c.  The  first  iron-tank  lighters  with  petroleum,  towed 
by  tug,  arrived  here  from  Dantzig  at  the  beginning  of  May, 
and  imported  in  this  way  8,235  tons  of  American  petroleum 
during  the  year  under  notice.  Owing  to  the  small  draft  o 
water  in  the  present  channel  between  Pillau  and  Konigsberg, 
the  principal  importers  of  petroleum  at  this  place  have  chosen 
Dantzig  as  the  port  for  the  import  of  petroleum  in  tank 
steamers,  whence  the  quantities  of  petroleum  required  here  are 
sent  by  tank  lighters  and  tank  railway  waggons. 

This  revolution  in  the  local  petroleum  trade  signifies  the 
abolishment  of  the  direct  import  by  sea  and  heavy  loss  for  the 
sea  traffic  to  Pillau  respecting  Konigsberg.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  new  sea  canal  may  soon  be  ready,  so  as  to  enable  the 
import  of  petroleum  by  tank  steamers  direct  from  America  to 
Konigsberg.  The  total  import  of  petroleum  is  to  be  calculated 
equal  to  the  contents  of  82,625  barrels,  of  which  54,891  barrels 
arrived  by  tank  lighters  from  Dantzig,  and  27,734  barrels  other- 
wise imported,  amongst  them  16,422  barrels  in  four  cargoes 
direct  from  America  by  sailing  ships.  The  chartering  of  these 
latter  ships  became  necessary,  as  not  sufficient  tonnage  could 
be  chartered  in  tank  steamers. 

The  import  of  these  articles  amounted  to  191,208  tons,  of  Coal  an  1 cake, 
which  176,023  tons  arrived  by  sea  and  15,185  tons  by  rail  from 
Silesia,  For  the  preceding  year  the  arrivals  were  193,660  tons, 
of  which  176,846  tons  arrived  by  sea  and  16,814  tons  by  rail. 

With  the  exception  of  7,000  tons  of  Westphalian  coke,  which 
arrived  by  ship  from  German  ports  in  the  North  Sea,  all  the 
remainder  arrived  by  ship  from  British  ports. 

Up  to  the  opening  of  the  navigation  business  in  this  article 
was  very  dull  owing  to  the  big  stock  remaining,  which  had  to 
be  sold  with  loss,  especially  as  coal  freights  from  England  went 
down  and  caused  cheaper  c.i.f.  prices.  Demand  for  coals  was 
better  in  summer,  and  prices  raised  and  reached  their  highest 
price  in  October  owing  to  strikes  in  England.  These  strikes 
had,  however,  only  influence  on  English  coals  ; the  Scotch 
market  was  not  touched  by  them.  Owing  to  the  strong  frost 
during  the  winter  it  is  to  be  expected  that  stores,  to  the  biggest 
part,  will  be  sold  in  the  spring  of  1893. 

The  sale  of  coals  in  lighters  from  Pillau  to  Konigsberg  was 
very  much  reduced  by  the  Dantzig  competition,  which  got  the 
(1636)  B 
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lighter  freight  from  Dantzig  to  Konigsberg  cheaper  than  the 
Konigsberg  merchants  could  get  the  same  from  Pillan  to 
Konigsberg.  Dantzig  merchants  obtained  this  reduced  lighter 
freight,  because  the  lighters,  which  came  with  stones  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Konigsberg  to  Dantzig,  accepted  a small 
freight  on  their  way  homewards. 

The  Konigsberg  traffic  lost  by  it  some  5,000  tons. 

Prices  of  sale  at  Konigsberg  were  as  follows 


Description. 

Per  Ton  c.i.f. 

Konigsberg. 

From — 

To— 

Scotch  steam  coals,  spring  and 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

summer 

Scotch  steam  coals,  autumn  and 

0 15  6 

0 16  0 

winter 

Enghsh  steam  remained  from 

0 17  6 

0 19  0 

spring  to  autumn  .. 

. . 

0 16  3 

Coke  paid  in  spring 

0.  . 

0 21  0 

„ autumn 

• • 

0 23  0 

The  exports  of  the  port  of  Konigsberg  during  the  year  1892 
showed  a decrease  against  1891  by  192,945  tons  in  quantity 
and  2,499,000Z.  in  value.  This  decrease  is  especially  caused  by 
the  depressed  state  of  the  principal  article  in  the  Konigsberg 
trade,  the  grain. 

The  corn  trade  had  especially  to  suffer  under  most  difficult 
circumstances  in  connection  with  it. 

The  supply  of  grain  from  Russia  was  very  small  during  the 
greatest  part  of  the  year  in  comparison  with  the  preceding 
year.  Even  with  the  cancelling  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
export  of  Russian  grain,  the  old  connections  with  the  neigh- 
bouring country  did  not  set  in  again,  as  those  districts  which 
are  of  importance  to  this  place  had  a more  than  middling 
harvest.  The  arrivals  of  the  second  part  of  the  year  had  their 
origin  in  Poland.  Prices  in  Russia  continued  to  be  so  high 
that  they  could  not  be  accepted  here  for  the  export,  besides  the 
differential  treatment  with  regard  to  duty  in  favour  of  Austria 
did  not  encourage  merchants  here  to  buy  Russian  corn,  as  they 
feared  not  to  be  able  to  compete  with  the  other  countries  in 
possession  of  more  favourable  treaties.  The  supplies  of  grain 
amounted  to  252,346  tons,  of  which  111,111  tons  from  the 
interior  and  141,235  tons  from  abroad,  against  409,487  tons  in 
1891,  of  which  84,868  tons  from  the  interior  and  324,619  tons 
from  abroad.  By  sea  were  shipped  210,034  tons  against 
335,733  tons  in  the  year  1891. 

Of  these  were  shipped  to  Great  Britain  : — 
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Description. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

Wheat.. 

# , 

9,838 

Rye 

• a 

# , 

217 

Barley.. 

690 

Oats  . . . . . . . . 

8,744 

Peas,  beans,  and  tares 

# # 

13,412 

Hempseed 

1,639 

Linseed 

535 

The  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  year  were — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1892. 

1891. 

• 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Wheat  

11,120 

20,500 

Rye 

7,028 

25,500 

Barley 

4,224 

2,480 

Oats.. 

3,740 

4,050 

Beans  and  peas 

7,175 

8,400 

Linseed  . . . . . . . . 

2,220 

3,400 

Hempseed  . . 

313 

2,250 

This  trade  suffered  very  much  under  the  retrograde  Flax,  hemp, 
tendency  and  did  not  leave  much  profit,  although  the  sale  of  codilla- 
flax  and  codilla  was  rather  lively  owing  to  the  small  stores  of 
jute  in  the  industrial  districts. 

The  imports  of  Russian  flax  is  estimated  at  15,000  tons,  of  Flax, 
which  8,800  tons  were  shipped  by  sea  and  5,000  tons  by  rail ; 
stock  1,200  tons. 

The  import  of  these  articles  amount  to  34,000  tons,  of  Hemp  and 
which  24,500  tons  were  shipped  by  sea,  550  tons  by  rail,  codil'a. 
remained  4,000  tons  stock.  Business  in  hemp  was  middling 
and  did  not  leave  much  profit ; business  in  codilla  was  larger 
than  in  the  preceding  year  owing  to  the  want  of  jute.  Big 
quantities  of  Russian  codilla  were  therefore  shipped  to  England 
and  Scotland. 

Although  the  export  of  wood  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  Wood, 
preceding  year  business  was  not  profitable,  owing  to  the 
depressed  tendency  of  the  market.  Buyers  in  the  interior  and 
abroad  report  prices  down,  which  in  spite  of  the  very  low 
rates  did  not  leave  any  profit  to  the  exporters ; important  sales 
were  therefore  not  contracted.  In  these  limits  business  was 
done  during  the  whole  year  and  got  even  more  difficult  in 
autumn  owing  to  the  raised  wood  rates. 

The  total  value  of  all  the  supplies  which  arrived  here  from 
Russia  amounted  to  346,531/.  against  352,774/.  in  1891. 

(1636)  B 2 
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The  export  of  the  principal  sorts  of  wood  was  as  follows: — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Tods. 

£ 

Boards  (all  kinds) . . 

34,948 

, , 

Fir  sleepers  . . . . . . 1 

66,510 

, . 

Oak  sleepers 

6,450 

Total 

169,174 

339,161 

„ in  1891  .. 

171,676 

| 

377,393 

Of  which  were  shipped  to — 


Country. 

Quantily. 

Great  Britain . . 

Tons. 

47,080 

Germany 

108,213 

4,170 

France  and  Belgium. . 

Holland  

7,890 

Denmark 

1,821 

The  year  1892  is  for  this  article  one  of  the  worst  which  lias 
passed.  Germany,  Austria,  England,  France,  Turkey,  Russia 
and  China  have  imported  about  20  per  cent,  less  than  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Only  in  the  United  States  of  America  the 
demand  has  been  about  the  same.  All  the  branch  offices  in 
Berlin,  Hamburg,  &c.,  worked  with  losses.  The  output  at  the 
mines  at  Palmnicken,  which  are  situated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pillau,  was  195  tons  against  150  tons  in  1891. 

The  different  branches  of  industry  in  town  and  province 
cannot  look  back  on  a satisfactory  result.  The  greatest  part  of 
the  flour  mills  had,  owing  to  the  want  of  Russian  supplies  in 
the  first  part  of  the  year  and  the  more  limited  consumption  of 
rye  bread,  a very  difficult  market  for  flour.  With  the  arrival  of 
the  new  crop  some  of  the  mills  had  more  satisfactory  results. 
The  principal  mill  in  this  district  is  the  Koenigsberger 
Walzmuhle  Actien  Gesellschaft,  situated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Konigsberg. 

The  woolwashing  works  here  had  to  work  against  a very 
difficult  market.  The  wool  washed  by  machinery  was  not 
much  demanded  up  to  the  close  of  the  year,  only  the  last  two 
months  showed  better  results. 

The  products  of  the  starch  works  obtained  rather  high 
prices  in  the  first  part  of  the  year.  These  works  were  conse- 
quently open  during  the  whole  year,  although  partly  with 
limited  power.  An  English  Company  in  connection  with  the 
different  spinning  works  in  England  has  bought  a plot  of  land 
in  this  town  situated  at  the  river,  and  will  build  thereon 
spinning  works  which  will  commence  working  in  the  course  of 
next  year. 
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Part  of  the  iron  foundries  and  engine  works  are  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  the  year  under  notice,  although  commands 
became  rather  scarce  in  the  last  part  of  the  year. 

In  the  year  1892,  204  British  steam  and  sailing  ships  with 
an  aggregated  tonnage  of  198,480  tons  entered  Konigsberg 
harbour,  showing  a decrease  as  compared  with  1891. 

This  diminution  is  chiefly  due  to  the  depression  of  trade 
and  also  to  the  severe  restrictions  issued  by  the  local  govern- 
ment against  the  introduction  of  cholera. 

Freights  were  low  and  shipowners  could  not  therefore  even 
cover  the  expenses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  13  steamers  containing  7,866  register 
tons  belonged  to  this  port. 

The  navigation  between  Konigsberg  and  the  seaport  Pillau 
closed  for  sailing  ships  on  the  20th  December,  1891,  whilst 
steamers  under  the  assistance  of  the  ice-breaker  reached  this 
port  up  to  the  15th  January,  1892.  Under  the  assistance  of 
the  ice-breaker  steamers  could  come  up  again  on  the  28th  of 
March  and  without  the  ice-breaker  since  the  5th  of  April. 
Navigation  for  sailing  ships  was  closed  again  on  the  28th  of 
November  and  for  steamers  on  the  28th  of  December.  In  this 
space  of  time  steamers  could  reach  this  port  only  under  the 
assistance  of  the  ice-breaker. 

There  exist  the  following  regular  lines  between  this  port 
and  Great  Britain  as  well  as  to  the  continent : — 

The  Leith,  Hull  and  Hamburg  Steam  Packet  Company, 
Leith,  Managers  Messrs.  James  Currie  and  Co.,  Leith  ; regular 
weekly  service  Konigsberg,  Leith  and  Scotch  ports ; also 
Konigsberg,  Rotterdam. 

Messrs.  Bailey  and  Leetham,  Hull,  Det  Forenede  Damp- 
skibs  Selskab,  Copenhagen — Konigsberg,  London,  Hull  and 
Copenhagen. 

Det  Forenede  Dampskibs  Selskab,  Messrs.  Sartori  and 
Berger,  Kiel — Konigsberg,  Hamburg. 

Messrs.  Sartori  and  Berger,  Kiel — Konigsberg,  Kiel. 

Liibeck  Koenigsberger  Dampfschiffahrts  Gesellschaft, 
Liibeck — Konigsberg,  Ltibeck. 

Neue  Dampfer  Compagnie,  Stettin,  Konigsberg  steamers — 
Konigsberg,  Stettin. 

With  reference  to  my  last  report  regarding  this  channel  the 
works  for  the  construction  of  it  have  made  very  good  progress 
in  the  year  1892,  having  been  favoured  by  fine  weather  during 
the  season.  A new  harbour  at  Zimmerbude  has  been  con- 
structed as  a refuge  for  fishing  people  in  bad  weather.  Dikes 
of  3,620  metres  near  Camstigall,  1,390  metres  near  Zimmer- 
bude, 2,040  metres  near  Heydekrug  were  newly  constructed. 
If  no  unforeseen  difficulties,  arise  there  are  all  hopes  that  this 
channel,  so  important  for  Konigsberg  trade,  will  be  ready  in 
1895. 


Shipping  and 
shipowning. 


Konigsberg 
sea  canal. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Konigsberg 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

\\  heat  . • . . . . 

Tons. 

65,119 

£ 

488,392 

Tons. 

134,928 

£ 

1,146,894 

Rye  . . . . . . 

36,026 

248,579 

46,600 

368,140 

Barley  . . 

11,317 

58,085 

19,470 

124,121 

Oats  . . . . . . 

23,163 

115,815 

47,060 

252,947 

Flour  . . 

24,463 

336,366  • 

38,980 

506,748 

Hemp  .. 

42,443 

1,167,182 

48,483 

1,236,316 

928,330 

Flax  • « . . . . 

25,648 

743,692 

32,573 

Oodilla  . . 

8,186 

122,790 

6,006 

114,118 

'Wood  .. 

140,979 

339,161 

143,065 

377,398 

Oilcakes 

13,273 

86,269 

6,348 

39,993 

Sugar  . . 

2,706 

40,592 

9,258 

146,687 

Rags 

6,916 

42,000 

8,670 

56,538 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Konigsberg  during 
the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

1 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tea 

Tons. 

3,168 

£ 

174,240 

Tons. 

2,711 

£ 

243,990 

Coffee  . . 

2,284 

216,980 

1,899 

170,940 

Rice 

4,460 

45,718 

19,867 

4,844 

53,287 

Spices  ••  .. 

464 

364 

15,665 

Fruits  .. 

716 

12,888 

845 

15,213 

Tallow  . . 

2,289 

108,770 

2,692 

127,893 

Coals  . . 

191,208 

133,845 

193,660 

174,294 

Salt 

6,926 

6,580 

13,914 

13,219 

Building  materials 

22,022 

33,034 

17,938 

26,907 

Iron 

4,255 

11,702 

4,419 

13,257 

Petroleum 

12,843 

80,268 

10,794 

67,462 

Wine  ..  .c 

2,299 

172,425 

4,046 

303,510 

Herrings 

46,139 

253,764 

37,273 

335,458 
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RETURN  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Konigsberg  during  the 

Year  1892. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
| Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

19 

2,532 

185 

195,949 

204 

198,481 

German  

249 

76,126 

680 

294,995 

929 

371,121 

Danish  

139 

18,315 

152 

133,794 

291 

152,109 

Norwegian 

. 16 

4,339 

73 

27,190 

89 

31,529 

Swedish  

13 

1,510 

90 

30,670 

103 

32,180 

Dutch  

27 

2,798 

28 

22,620 

55 

25,418 

Belgian  

... 

• 

3 

3,780 

3 

3,780 

Russian  

8 

2,313 

5 

1,492 

13 

3,705 

Total  

, , for  the  year 

471 

107,933 

1,216 

710,390 

1,687 

818,323 

preceding 

520 

54,065 

1,307 

558,434 

1,827 

612,499 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

j~ 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons, 

British  

20 

2,734 

185 

195,412 

205 

198,146 

German  

238 

24,203 

682 

194,515 

920 

318,718 

Danish  

135 

17,635 

152 

133,829 

287 

151,464 

Norwegian 

13 

2,831 

1,540 

76 

28,069 

30,953 

89 

30,900 

Swedish 

13 

91 

104 

32,493 

Dutch 

22 

2,354 

29 

23,115 

51 

25,469 

Belgian  

3 

3,780 

3 

3,780 

Russian  

* ”9 

2,509 

5 

1,492 

14 

4,001 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

450 

53,806 

1,223 

711,165 

1,673 

764,971 

preceding 

518 

53,534 

1,288 

549,641 

1,806 

603,175 

Memel. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Pietsch  reports  as  follows : — 

On  the  whole,  the  total  result  in  trade  during  the  year  Trade 
under  record  were  unfavourable.  Compared  to  the  year  pre-  generally, 
ceding  a pretty  considerable  decrease  in  shipping  took  place, 
amounting  altogether  to  103,000  tons,  both  in  imports  and 
exports.  The  same  is  to  be  reported  of  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports and  exports,  showing  a total  decrease  of  100,000/.  The 
leading  article  of  Memel  trade  being  wood,  this  principal  branch 
suffered  especially  from  the  general  depression  of  trade  ruling 
over  the  whole  commercial  world.  Of  the  other  branches 
cultivated  at  this  port  some  gave  more  satisfactory  results, 
whilst  some  others  did  not  satisfy,  and  the  profits  derived 
therefrom  were  insignificant.  ►Shipowning  did  scarcely  pay  the 
costs. 

The  total  value  of  the  import  amounted  to  1,223,708/.,  imports, 
against  1,140,256/.  in  the  year  preceding.  The  import  shows, 
therefore,  an  increase  of  more  than  80,000/. 
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Coals. 


The  commercial  welfare  of  Memel  is  depending  on  the 
wood  trade.  This  article  is  brought  down  from  the  interior 
of  Russia  and  Poland  by  river:  for  the  most  part  it  arrives  at 
this  place  in  rough  material,  and  here  it  is  to  be  sawn,  sorted, 
and  prepared  for  shipment.  The  total  value  of  all  the  supplies 
amounted  to  580,355/.,  against  491,615/.  in  the  year  preceding. 

Regarding  the  different  articles  of  import,  I have  to  offer 
the  following  remarks 

Business  in  this  article  yielded  but  moderate  profits,  and 
had  to  struggle'  with  great  difficulties  during  the  whole  season. 
Owing  to  the  strikes  commencing  in  the  middle  of  March  in  the 
English  collieries,  which  partly  reached  their  end  on  June  1 
only,  shipments  of  different  sorts  of  gas  and  Westhartly,  as  well 
as  forge-coals,  were  prevented  from  being  made,  and  con- 
sequently the  stock  therein  became  very  small  here.  F or  com- 
pensation some  cargoes  of  Westphalian  forge-coals  were 
imported  by  sea,  which,  however,  showed  a much  inferior 
quality  to  the  English  forge-coals.  Scotch  steam  coals  were, 
owing  "to  the  very  low  freights  in  the  first  part  of  the  year, 
sufficient  on  hand.  In  autumn  business  got  more  lively; 
larger  quantities  were  imported  at  rising  prices,  and  then 
shipped  for  the  most  part  by  river  into  the  province.  A very 
disturbing  effect  upon  the  business  exercised  the  cholera 
quarantine,  which  vessels  to  the  Baltic  ports  had  to  pass. 
Steamers  demanded  2s.  per  ton  more  freights,  to  which 
shippers  had  to  agree  at  last.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that,  owing 
to  the  increase  in  steam  shipping  and  in  fabrics  the  consumption 
of  coals  is  likewise  experiencing  a constant  increase  year  by 
year,  a large  import  of  coals  is  not  to  be  recorded  by  the  dealers 
here  since  the  last  three  years.  This  is  partly  owing  to  the 
competition  of  the  Silesian  coals,  which,  favoured  by  cheap 
railway  fares,  are  taking  their  way  into  this  province,  partly  to 
the  competition  of  Konigsberg  and  Dantzig.  Only  a favour- 
able tariff  with  Russia  by  means  of  which  the  merchants  here 
can  come  into  a position  to  take  up  old  connections  again,  and 
are  able  to  ship  their  coals  by  rivers  into  Russia,  and,  further,  a 
modification  of  the  railroad  fares  for  English  coals  can  contri- 
bute to  bring  more  life  into  the  coal  business. 

The  selling  prices  were  as  follows  : — 


For — 

Per  50  kilos,  f.o.b.  or  Waggon 
here. 

From — J To — 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

English  Westhartly  machine  coal 

0 10 

0 11! 

Hull  and  Scotch  steam  coal 

0 8! 

0 10 

Sunderland  forge  coal  . . . . 

0 m 

1 01 

Hartlepool  nut  coal 

0 10 

0 11! 

Newcastle  brick-kiln  .. 

0 6 

* 

0 71 
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The  total  import  of  English  and  Scotch  coals  consisted 
of:— 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1 

1 <N  i— i 

1 05  05 

1 OO  00 

pH  pH 

Tons. 

56,390 

54,717 

£ 

42,300 

43,775 

The  whole  return  amounted  to  36,517  barrels,  5,000  Herrings, 
barrels  more  than  in  the  year  before.  The  import  shows  an 
increase  of  about  6,000  barrels,  and  the  stock  at  the  end  of 
the  year  an  increase  of  about  2,000  barrels  compared  to  the 
year  1891. 

The  import  consisted  of : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barrels. 

£ 

Scotch  herrings 

5,520 

4,975 

Norwegian  herrings 

24,670 

17,275 

Swedish  herrings  . . . . 

8,190 

4,100 

Total  . . . . • . 

38,380 

26,350 

„ in  1891  .. 

33,297 

35,115 

Fishery  on  the  Norwegian  coast  gave  abundant  results, 
and,  therefore,  large  supplies  came  to  this  place,  owing  to  the 
moderate  prices  the  return  was  satisfactory.  Fishing  in  Scot- 
land gave  likewise  very  good  results,  consequently  the 
prices  were  moderate;  the  demand,  however,  was  not  very 
lively,  and,  therefore,  the  import  small. 

For  Scotch  herrings  the  following  prices  were  paid  : — 


For  — 

Per  Barrel  in  Bond. 

From — 

To- 

Crown  brand  matties 

£ s.  d. 
1 0 0 

£ s.  d. 
110 

„ „ ihlen 

0 17  0 

0 18  0 

„ „ mixed 

„ unbrand  matties  . . 

0 15  0 

0 16  0 

0 17  6 

0 15  0 

The  return  amounted  to  4,424  tons,  against  4,688  tons  in  Salt. 
1891,  and  against  3,948  tons  in  1890.  The  expectations  that 
the  opening  of  new  railway  lines  in  the  province  would  bring 
a fresh  animation  into  the  salt  trade  were  not  fulfilled.  The 
return  in  English  salt  has  even  decreased  by  about  250  tons. 
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Petroleum. 


Export, 


Wood. 


Shipments  o! 
woods. 


Fir  timber 
and  Mauer- 
latten. 


The  prices  were  10c?.  to  Is.  per  50  kilos.,  free  wagon  or  river 
craft  here.  The  import  of  English  salt  consisted  of  3,986  tons 
of  the  value  of  3,985/.,  against  5,650  tons  of  the  value  ot  5,090/. 
in  the  year  preceding.  Of  Cette  salt  nothing  has  been 
imported. 

1,650  barrels  remained  in  stock  at  the  end  of  1891 ; 
5,500  barrels  of  American  petroleum  were  imported  in  the 
course  of  the  year  1892,  against  5,400  barrels  in  1891.  Of 
these  about  1,800  barrels  were  sold  into  the  province,  about 
3,950  barrels  were  consumed  here,  and  about  1,400  barrels 
remained  in  stock  at  the  end  of  the  year  1892.  The  price 
ranged  between  13s.  to  11s.  8c/.  per  50  kilos,  duty  free.  The 
profit  was  small  and  the  return  quiet. 

The  value  of  the  export  amounted  to  1,170,098/.,  against 
1,345,401/.  in  1891.  Consequently  the  export  has  decreased  by 
about  175,000/.  whilst  the  import  shows  an  increase  as  stated 
before. 

The  expectations  entertained  at  the  close  of  the  year  upon 
a more  remunerative  business  have  not  been  realised,  on  the 
contrary,  the  results  proved  to  be  very  unfavourable.  In  spite 
o±  the  small  supplies  prices  could  not  .recover,  and  the  demand 
remained  dormant.  Nearly  in  all  articles  of  wood  considerable 
stocks  were  still  unsold  at  the  close  of  the  year,  only  sawn 
wood  could  be  disposed  of,  but  the  rates  which  could  be 
obtained  left  no  profit,  in  some  cases  even  a loss.  The  first 
shipments  of  oak  staves  left  moderate  profit,  but  in  autumn 
owing  to  the  large  new  supplies  prices  receded,  and  losses  had 
to  be  sustained  on  the  old  stocks.  Business  in  fir  timber  was 
very  heavy  ; the  stock,  although  very  small,  was  still  too  large 
for  the  demand.  On  fir  sleepers  the  demand  was  brisker,  but 
the  profits  made  moderate. 

The  value  of  all  shipments  amounted  to  723,950/.,  whilst  in 
1891  for  902,905/.  were  shipped.  The  shipments  took  place  in 
444  steamers  of  187,405  tons,  and  in  335  sailing  vessels  of 
47,405  tons,  together  234,810  register  tons ; in  the  year 
preceding  295,418  register  tons  of  wood  were  exported. 

Specialising  the  different  articles  of  wood  I have  to  offer 
the  following  remarks : — 

The  selling  prices  in  spring  were : — 


For — 

Per  Load  of  50  cubic  feet 
English,  f.o.b.* 

From — 

To- 

I middle  ..  . . 

£ 8.  d. 
2 7 0 

£ 8.  d. 
2 10  0 

II  middle  .. 

2 10 

2 4 0 

Building  timber  .. 

, # 

, . 

1 15  0 

1 17  6 

Mauerlatten  . . 

* * 

• * 

1 15  0 

1 17  6 

Average  length  25  to  27  feet. 
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During  the  whole  summer  the  demand  was  very  insignifi- 
cant; most  of  the  sales  were  effected  in  spring,  business  in 
autumn  was  likewise  dormant,  and  therefore  a change  in  price 
not  to  be  observed.  Unfortunately  the  old  stocks  could  not  be 
cleared  off  until  autumn,  and  even  the  fact  that  the  new 
supplies  were  very  small,  namely,  about  12,000  loads,  against 
20,000  loads  in  1801,  could  not  effect  any  improvement  in 
prices.  The  hard  competition  of  the  cheaper  pitch-pine  timber 
from  America  in  the  English  market  will  by-and-by  destroy  the 
once  so  flourishing  timber  business  at  this  place,  Of  timber 
and  timber-ends  together  25,200  loads,  value  47,890/.,  were 
shipped. 

The  return  in  this  article  was  very  small;  1,500  pieces  Oak  wainscots, 
arrived  here  from  Russia,  one  piece  is  measuring  18  feet, 

21.  15s.  to  3 l.  2s.  per  18  feet  according  to  quality  were  paid 
here,  and  3s,  9 d.  to  4s.  per  running  foot  were  fetched  as  selling 
price ; the  second  sort  was  sold  at  Is.  to  1 s.  3c7.  per  foot 
cheaper. 

Business  in  oak  staves  was  'pretty  lively,  moderate  profit  Oak  staves, 
was  left  until  autumn. 

The  supplies  coming  down  to  this  place  during  the  course 
of  the  year  amounted  to  1,580  mille  reduced  pipes,  against 
1,240  mille  in  1891 ; about  400  mille  remained  unsold  at  the 
end  of  the  season.  For  good  parcels  87.  5s.  per  Schock  of  GO 
pieces  were  paid,  but  later  in  summer  and  in  autumn  rates 
receded  to  77.  15s.  and  87.  per  Schock.  The  selling  prices  in 
spring  were  1907.  to  1987.,  but  in  autumn  only  1807.  per  mille 
c.i.f.  England  and  Scotland  could  be  obtained.  The  quantity 
shipped  amounted  to  1,344  mille,  of  the  value  of  221,760 7. 

501,291  pieces,  against  610,147  pieces  in  1891  came  down  Fir  sleepers, 
to  Memel,  for  which  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  10c/.  per  piece  of  usual  dimen- 
sions were  paid;  7 inches  surface  were  paid  with  5JcZ.,  and 

6 inches  surface  with  Is.  3|c7.  per  piece  less.  The  stocks  could 
be  cleared  off  nearly  entirely ; the  selling  price  ranged  between 
17.  7s.  per  load  and  17.  5s.  per  load  of  8 pieces  usuals.  For 

7 inches  surface,  17.  Is.  to  17.  2s. ; for  6 inches  surface,  16s.  per 
piece  to  17s.  per  piece  were  paid.  On  the  old  stocks  money 
has  been  lost ; the  new  arrivals  which  could  be  shipped  im- 
mediately, left  a moderate  profit. 

Business  in  this  article  moved  likewise  in  more  narrow  Fir  railroad 
limits  than  in  the  year  before,  414,000  pieces  came  dov  n from  sleepers, 
Russia,  whilst  in  1891,  574,134  pieces  arrived  here.  In  autumn,  6 x 10  incl>' 
the  demand  slackened  perceptibly,  prices  receded,  and  even 
no  buyers  were  to  be  found  for  the  stocks  still  on  hand,  losses 
are  surely  to  be  expected  on  thesei 

The  same  is  to  be  reported  of  oak  sleepers.  These  were  Oak  railroad 
paid  with  As.  per  piece  by  our  dealers ; the  demand  was  sleepers.  • 
dormant,  and  rates  declined  considerably.  Half  of  the  supply, 
consisting  of  58,000  pieces,  could  not  be  sold,  no  buyers  being 
found  therefor. 

The  supply  of  round  timber  had  been  very  small  in  1891.  Sawn  wood. 


26 


GEUMAXT. 


Redwood 

planks. 


Whitewood 

planks. 


Redwood 

deals. 


Whitewood 

deals. 


Grain. 


Wheat* 


In  qonsequence  thereof,  our  merchants  commenced  with  the 
purchase  of  fresh  round  timber  early  in  the  year  1892,  and  paid 
similar  rates  as  in  autumn  1891,  rates  which,  as  it  was  proved 
afterwards,  did  not  correspond  with  the  prices  to  be  obtained 
in  the  foreign  markets.  The  demand  for  broad  deals,  10  inches 
and  upwards,  was  very  brisk,  and  good  prices  were  paid  ; but 
for  the  small  deals,  5 inches  to  9 inches  broad,  few  buyers  were 
to  be  found,  and  cheap  rates  had  to  be  taken.  Now  it  is  to  be 
taken  into  consideration  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  round 
timber  is  giving  small  deals  only,  and  this  deficiency  did  suffice 
to  abolish  the  profit  made  out  of  the  broad  deals  ; therefore  the 
total  result  of  last  year’s  business  is  to  be  called  unfavourable. 

Redwood  planks  were  cleared  off  at  11.  10s.  to  SI.  for  first 
middle,  and  11.  less  for  second  sort  per  St.  Petersburg  standard, 
f.o.b.  transitory.  A lively  development  of  business  ,did  not  take 
place ; some  cargoes  were  shipped  to  South  America  during  the 
first  months  of  the  summer,  but  owing  to  the  political  and  liygeian 
situation  in  this  country,  the  shipments  to  there  discontinued 
completely  later  on.  The  total  quantity  shipped  were  4,039 
St.  Petersburg  standards,  of  the  value  of  27,100/.,  against  6,058 
standards,  value  37,865/.  in  1891. 

These  were  sold  at  6/.  10s.  to  11.  per  standard,  for  2\  inches 
by  11  inches  mixed,  and  10s.  less  for  9 inches  broad,  all  prices 
f.o.b.  transitory.  Late  in  autumn  prices  decreased  by  5s.  to 
10s.  per  standard,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  rates  took  an 
upward  tendency  again.  5,191  standards,  of  the  value  of 
32,210 /.,  against  5,683  standards,  value  32,390 /.  in  1891  were 
shipped. 

First  quality  10  inches  and  upwards  found  ready  customers. 
Is.  bd.  to  Is.  6d.  for  first  quality,  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3 d.  for  second 
quality  were  paid,  all  f.o.b.  duty  free,  per  cubic  foot  English. 
The  shipments  consisted  of  50,000  loads,  of  the  value  of 
104,495/.,  against  74,085  loads,  value  136,990/.  in  the  year 
preceding. 

The  broader  sorts  found  a good  market,  1 inch  by  10  inches 
were  sold  at  about  Id.  per  running  foot,  J inch  by  11  inches 
fetched  Is.  to  Is.  1 \d.  per  cubic  foot.  56,251  loads,  value 
115,965/.  were  shipped,  whilst  in  1891  the  shipments  amounted 
to  73,385/.  loads,  value  147,520/. 

Regarding  the  next  chief  article  of  the  Memel  export-trade, 
grain,  I have  to  offer  the  following  remarks:  — 

The  total  export  amounted  to  4,964  tons,  of  the  value  of 
34,500/.,  against  6,229  tons,  value  42,750/.  in  1891.  With  every 
year,  trade  in  grain  gets  here  more  insignificant;  also  the 
past  year  shows  a decrease  in  the  export,  and  the  result  was 
not  remunerative.  A direct  connection  by  railway  with  Russia 
would  be  the  only  remedy  to  bring  new  life  into  this  branch  of 
our  trade.  The  old  stocks  were  cleared  off'  in  spring,  partly 
under  heavy  losses.  In  summer  no  return  took  place,  in 
autumn  some  shipments  could  be  effected. 

The  price  was,  in  spring  9/.  to  9/.  10s. : in  autumn  11.  10s. 
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to  8/.  were  paid.  Of  wheat,  nothing  was  exported  in  1892. 

The  export  consisted  of  1,653  tons,  value  13,500/.,  against  Rye. 

1,319  tons,  value  11,000/.  in  1891.  SI.  10s.  to  9/.  10s.  in  spring, 
and  71.  to  71.  10s.  in  autumn  were  paid. 

3,180  tons,  of  the  value  of  20,200/.,  against  4,075  tons,  value  Oats. 
25,000/.,  in  the  year  preceding  were  shipped.  In  spring  71.  to 
71.  5s.,  in  autumn  6/.  10s.  to  71.  were  paid. 

The  above  quotations  are  all  per  ton  of  20  cwts.,  duty  free. 

Owing  to  the  small  supplies  no  important  transactions  could  Linseed, 
be  effected.  The  foreign  markets  prefer  East  Indian  and 
Russian  linseed  of  fine  quality,  and  as  the  markets  were  always 
richly  supplied  with  these  Memel  linseed  was  neglected.  On 
the  whole  the  sales  made  were  not  even  remunerative.  The 
export  amounted  to  4,131  tons,  value  35,000/.,  whilst  in  1891, 

4,994  tons,  value  45,000/.,  were  shipped.  The  prices  were  as 
follows: — In  spring  SI.  15s.  to  9/.  15s.;  in  autumn  91.  5s.  to' 

10/.  5s.  for  fine  quality;  71.  15s.  to  SI.  10s.  in  spring,  and  SI.  to 
9/.  in  autumn  for  middle  quality ; all  per  ton  of  20  cwts.,  duty 
free. 

Business  in  flax  was  brisk  and  the  results  can  be  called  Flax, 
satisfactory.  Grown  up  under  the  unfavourable  weather  in  the 
summer  1891  the  quality  of  the  new  crop  was  not  the  best. 

Therefore  the  reception  of  the  first  wagons  of  the  fresh  ware 
was  not  animating,  and  the  prospects  for  business  \vere  not 
very  promising  from  the  beginning.  A change  in  the  demand 
took  place  however,  especially  the  inferior  qualities  were  much 
asked  for,  and  considerable  transactions  were  effected,  and  the 
old  stocks  could  be  realised  entirely.  In  some  cases,  however, 
losses  had  to  be  sustained  on  the  old  stocks,  but  the  same  were 
cleared  off  as  scarcely  ever  before.  The  purchase  prices 
were : — 6s.  2d.  to  6s.  6d.  for  crown,  4s.  to  4s.  6d.  for  four  brand 
per  15 \ kilos.  The  export  took  place  by  railway  and  consisted 
of  4,188  tons,  of  the  value  of  82,300/.,  against  3,799  tons,  of  the 
value  of  73,000/.,  in  the  year  preceding. 

The  past  year  was  a very  unfavourable  one  to  shipping.  Shipping 
Most  of  the  sailing  vessels  had  to  suffer  losses  from  the  low  and  heights. 
freights ; likewise  the  steamer  company  made  no  profit,  and 
no  dividend  could  be  paid  to  the  shareholders. 

The  freights  for  sailing  vessels  ranged  between  7s.  and  9s. 
per  load  of  timber  to  London  and  to  the  east  coast  of  England, 
as  well  as  17s.  to  21s.  per  standard  of  planks  to  coal  ports  of  the 
east  coast  of  Great  Britain,  other  ports  in  proportion. 

Steamers  fetched  7s.  6d.  to  8s.  6d.  per  load  of  timber ; 6s.  6d. 
to  6s.  10 %d.  per  load  of  sleepers;  SI.  to  10/.  per  mille  of  oak 
staves  to  London,  as  well  as  17s.  6d.  to  1/.  Is.  per  standard  to 
coal  ports  of  the  east  coast  of  Great  Britain,  other  ports  in 
proportion. 

Import  freights  for  sailing  ships  ranged  between  3/.  2s.  6d. 
per  keel  and  6/.  per  keel  of  coals,  and  for  steamers  4s.  per  ton 
to  6s.  per  ton  of  coals  from  English  and  Scotch  ports. 

21  sailing  vessels,  containing  8,048  register  tons,  and  4 sea- 
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going  steamers,  containing  2,492  register  tons,  belong  to  this 
port. 

The  branch  establishment  of  the  Imperial  Bank  at  this  place 
had  the  following  return  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

In  the  Lombard  business 

£ 

1,082,850 

Bills  of  exchange  discounted 

. , 

2,349,765 

Cheque  and  Giro  transactions 

•• 

•• 

4,362,360 

Total 

7,794,975 

„ in  1891 

.. 

. . 

8,640,980 

The  manufactory  for  chemical  products  used  8,299  tons  of 
different  raw  materials,  and  produced,  therefore,  4,888  tons  of 
sulphuric  and  nitric  acid,  against  4,674  tons  in  1891,  and  10,083 
tons  of  artificial  manure,  against  11,613  tons  in  1891.  Owing 
to  the  hard  competition  in  chemical  products  prices  receded 
considerably.  On  the  whole,  the  demand  for  artificial  manure 
was  lively,  and  the  total  return  of  the  manufactory  at  this 
place  consisted  of  17,589  tons,  against  14,568  tons  in  1891. 
The  profit  made  was  smaller  than  in  the  year  preceding. 

Several  small  steamers  and  steamship  machines  were  built 
by  the  two  establishments  for  iron  foundry,  engineering,  and 
shipbuilding;  besides  these,  many  agricultural  machines  and 
other  implements  were  produced. 

From  spring  until  autumn,  steam-dredgers  were  employed 
keeping  the  channel  leading  from  the  Baltic  to  the  harbour,  as 
well  as  the  inner  part  of  the  harbour,  to  the  usual  sufficient 
depth. 

The  railway  line  from  Mem  el  to  Bajohren  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  given  over  to  the  public  communication  in  autumn, 
1892.  As  I wrote  in  my  last  year’s  report  Bajohren  is  a 
Prussian  tillage,  quite  close  to  the  Russian  frontier,  about 
12  miles  distant  from  Memel.  A direct  connection  from  there 
to  Russia  by  rail  does  not  exist.  A real  advantage  for  the 
commerce  of  Memel  is  only  to  be  expected  from  a continuation 
of  this  small  line  to  the  railroad  line  Libau-Romny  in  the  direc- 
tion to  Moscheiky.  Exertions  to  accomplish  this  project  are 
continually  made,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  exertions 
will  be  crowned  with  success  at  last. 

The  harvest  in  this  district  was  not  so  good  as  expected. 
Rye  was  not  satisfactory,  wheat  a little  better,  in  oats  scarcely 
a middle  crop  was  made.  Potatoes  yielded  pretty  satisfactory 
results,  and  were  good  in  quality.  In  hay  the  results  can  be 
called  richly,  prices  were  cheap.  Owing  to  the  extraordinary  dry 
weather  in  the  running  year  the  prospects  for  the  crop  . in  1893 
are  not  much  encouraging.  In  wheat  and  rye  the  results  will 
probably  be  pretty  good,  but  in  oats  and  hay  an  insufficient 
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harvest  will  be  made.  Oats  and  hay  are  very  high  in  price, 
namely,  for  oats  about  4s.  per  25  kilos. ; for  hay  3s.  6d  to  4s. 
per  50  kilos,  are  paid. 

The  rates  adopted  in  this  report  for  the  conversion  of 
German'  money  and  weights  into  English  equivalents  are 
20  marks  for  the  11.  sterling,  and  20  cwts.  for  1 ton. 


Annex  A. — Hetuun  of  all  Shipping  at  Memel  during  the  Year 

1892. 

Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

NumbeT  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

German  

Dutch  

Danish  

Swedish  

Norwegian 

Russian  

Austrian  

French  

1 

1 

1 

i 

. 

5 

- 343 

1,228 

50,364 

67 

453 

55,853 

160,857 

< 

I 

f 617 

48 

| 40 

! 40 

| 36 

I ‘i 

l l 

i 

1 

J 

I 

1 

jj 

57,081 

1 

211,221 

i 

t. 

i 

Total  

348 

51,592 

520 

216,710 

868 

268,302 

„ for  the  year 

I 

preceding 

437 

62,293 

647 

253,069 

1,084 

315,762  * 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

4 

850 

67 

55,853 

71 

56,703 

| 

German  

1 

1 

f 613 

] 

Dutch  

48 

1 

Danish  

| 40 

Swedish  

Norwegian 

► 339 

47,990 

453 

159,748 

40 

; 36 

I 

[ 207,738 

Russian  

I 

12 

Austrian  

French  

J 

1 

1 

J 

Total  

343 

48, £40 

520 

215,601 

863 

264,441 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

449 

62, 1C8 

653 

257,809 

1,102 

319,937 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Memel 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


1892. 

1891. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

| 

| Quantity. 

Value. 

Timber.. 

Flax 

Grain  . . 

Linseed.. 

Manure . . 

Other  articles  . . 

Tons. 

313,000 

4,188 

4,964 

4,131 

17,241 

60,000 

£ 

723,950 

82,300 

34,500 

35,000 

77,585 

216,763 

Tons. 

393,000 

3,799 

6,229 

4,994 

14,907 

53,000 

£ 

902,905 

73.000 
42,750 

45.000 
81,937 

199,809 

Total  . . 

403,524 

1,170,098 

475,929 

1,345,401 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Memel  during  the 
Years  1892—1)1. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons. 

£ 

Tons. 

£ 

Timber.. 

240,000 

580,355 

210,000 

491,615 

Coals 

56,390 

42,300 

64,717 

43,775 

Flax 

4,130 

75,890 

3,120 

60,060 

Herrinsrs 

• • 

3,000 

26.350 

3,500 

• 35,115 

Salt 

• • 

3,986 

3,985 

5,656 

5,090 

Linen,  woollen, 

and 

cotton  ware  . . 

277 

69,225 

260 

64,575 

Colonial  produce 

2,953 

66,208 

3,210 

76,920 

Rum,  wine,  spirits 

670 

49,595 

722 

53,373 

Other  articles  . . 

35,000 

309,800 

53,000 

309,733 

Total  . . 

346,406 

1,223,708 

334,185 

1,140,256 
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No. 

1184,  Piraeus  . . 

Page. 
..  lid. 

No. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

Page. 
..  Id. 

1185.  Callao 

, # 

..  Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

• . 

3^d. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

..  id. 

1244.  Naples 

• . 

Id. 

1187.  Chefoo 

..  lid. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1188.  Munich  .. 

..  2d. 

1246.  Madrid 

• ♦ 

Id. 

1189.  Resht 

# # 

..  Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . 

t . 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

• • lid. 

1248.  Brindisi 

• • 

2id. 

1191.  Batoum 

..  lid. 

1249.  Fiume 

, . 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan  . . 

..  Id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2^d- 

1193.  Amoy 

..  Id. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

• . 

5|d. 

1194.  Zanzibar  .. 

..  4d. 

1252.  Bushire 

. . 

2d. 

1195.  Corunna 

, , 

..  2d. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

, . 

Id. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 15|d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

• . 

Id. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

* 9 

..  Id. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

. , 

Hd. 

1198.  Nice 

..  lid. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

Hd. 

1199.  Kiungehow  . , 

..  Hd. 

1257.  Lisbon 

, # 

lid. 

1200.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1258.  Tientsin 

, . 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4 id. 

1259.  Port  Said 

# , 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow  .. 

, , 

..  Id. 

1280.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

% e 

2|d. 

1203.  Charleston  , . 

..  2id. 

1261.  Damascus  .. 

. , 

Id. 

1204.  Syra.. 

, # 

..  Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

• • 

2 dr 

1205.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

, # 

2|d. 

1206.  Suakin 

..  lid. 

1264.  Jeddah 

c ? 

Id. 

1207.  Caracas 

, # 

..  Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

..  Id. 

1266.  Shanghai 

, # 

3d. 

1209.  Nantes 

. , 

..  Id. 

1267.  Bangkok  .. 

• ♦ 

Hd. 

1210.  Tahiti 

..  2d. 

1268.  Meshed 

, , 

Hd. 

1211.  Ichang  .. 

..  3id. 

1269.  Cadiz.. 

2d. 

1212.  Wenchow 

, , 

..  Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg  . . 

# , 

Id. 

1213.  Havana  e , 

, # 

. . 2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

, , 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

. . Id. 

1272.  Christiauia  .. 

, # 

5d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

..  id. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth . . 

€ • 

id. 

1216.  Foochow 

..  Id. 

1274.  New  York  .. 

, # 

3d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

..  Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

, , 

7id. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz  . . 

..  lid. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

Hd. 

1219.  San  Jose 

, , 

..  Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

. , 

2id. 

1220.  Antwerp  . . 

..  Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

# , 

3id. 

1221.  Mogador 

..  2id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

. . 

6d. 

1222.  Berlin 

, # 

. . l|d. 

L280.  Pekin 

, , 

2id. 

1223.  Rome 

, # 

..  Id. 

i 1281.  Salvador 

, . 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

# , 

..  6.]d. 

1282.  Malaga  .. 

« # 

4d. 

1225.  Barcelona  .. 

..  2id. 

1283.  Buenos  Byres 

, , 

8 id. 

1226.  Madeira  . . 

, . 

..  5 id. 

| 1284.  Canton 

. , 

Id. 

1227.  Soul.. 

..  lid. 

1 1285.  Washington . . 

, , 

4.1d. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

. . Id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

, . 

id. 

1229.  Newcliwang,. 

# # 

..  Id. 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

, , 

..  lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam  . . 

# , 

Id. 

1231.  llankow 

, . 

. . Id. 

1289.  Manila 

, , 

2id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1290.  Bahia 

, # 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

..  3d. 

1291.  Munich  .. 

, # 

Id. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2id. 

1292.  Trieste 

, # 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

, # 

..  Id. 

1293.  Tunis 

• • 

4d. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

, , 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo.. 

lid. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

. „ 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade  .. 

, f 

2d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe 

, , 

Id. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1297.  Stettin 

. . 

3d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

9 9 

..  2d. 

1298.  Rome  .. 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort  , . 

.. 

..  3d. 

1299.  Dantzig 

7d. 
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BULGARIA, 

SOFIA. 

Mr.  Dering  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Sofia , September  15,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
Reports  concerning  the  General  Commercial  Progress  of  Bulgaria 
during  the  past  year,  which  have  reached  me,  for  transmission  to 
your  Lordship,  from  Her  Majesty’s  Vice-Consuls  in  this  country. 

Your  Lordship  will  notice  in  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hampson’s 
Report,  the  great  strides  made  by  Germany  in  its  Commercial 
intercourse  with  this  country,  both  as  regards  imports  and 
exports.  I have  reason  to  attribute  this  in  great  measure  to  the 
activity  and  energy  of  their  commercial  travellers,  and  to  the 
presence  of  a Permanent  Sample  Museum  established  at  Sofia, 
with  branches  in  various  other  large  towns  of  the  Principality. 

The  population  of  Bulgaria,  as  recorded  in  the  return  for 
1892,  amounted  to  over  3,300,000.  Statistics  on  all  subjects  in 
this  country  are  still  in  their  infancy ; but  an  eminent  Bulgarian 
has  reckoned  the  average  annual  income  of  the  country  for  the 
last  four  years,  derived  from  agriculture  and  industry,  to  amount 
to  825,000,000  fr.  (33,000,000/.).  Of  this  amount,  agriculture  is 
credited  with  550,000,000  fr.  (22,000,000/.),  which  includes 
grain  of  all  kinds,  tobacco,  cattle,  wine,  products  of  forest  and 
pasture  lands,  &c.,  and  industries  are  valued  at  275,000,000  fr. 
(11,000,000/.). 

Taking  the  amount  of  population  at  3,300,000,  this  sum 
would  give  an  annual  income  per  head  for  man,  woman  and 
child  of  some  250  fr.  (10/.).  When  the  low  cost  of  living  in 
Bulgaria  is  taken  into  consideration,  together  with  the  simple 
food  and  habits  of  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  population,  this 
would  account  for  the  fact  that  real  poverty  may  be  said  to  be 
absolutely  non-existent. 

According  to  the  most  reliable  calculation,  the  capitalised 
wealth  of  Bulgaria  may  be  stated  to  be  4,201,000,000  fr. 
(168,040,000/.),  including  land,  buildings,  railways,  and  other 
public  works,  cattle,  bullion,  &c.  From  this  should,  however,  be 
deducted  153,000,000  fr.  (6,120,000/.),  being  the  portion  of 
(1637)  a 2 
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Bulgarian  loans  held  by  foreigners,  leaving  a sum  of  4,048,000,000 
fr.  (161,920,000/.)  to  represent  the  capitalised  wealth  of  the 
country,  or  1,226  fr.  (a  little  more  than  49/.)  per  head  of  the 
population,  being  about  5 years’  value  of  the  average  national 
income. 

I have  &c. 

(Signed)  ' HENRY  NEYILL  DERING. 
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Sofia. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Hampson  reports  as  follows 
Introductory. 

There  are  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  general  trade  of  the 
Bulgarian  principality  during  the  year  1892.  Mr.  Vice-Consul 
Wratislaw  has  taken  advantage  of  the  Philippopolis  Exhibition  to 
review  generally  the  industries  of  the  country,  and  it  only 
remains,  therefore,  to  call  attention  to  the  few  points  worthy 
of  notice  in  the  statistics  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 
as  summarised  in  the  tables  annexed. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  the  commercial  year  was 
not  an  unfavourable  one,  in  spite  of  the  hindrances  to  trade 
which  resulted  from  the  long  quarantine. 

Exports. 

An  increase  of  about  40,000  tons  in  quantity,  and  of  about 
140,000/.  in  value,  is  observable  in  the  exports  from  Bulgaria 
during  1892  as  compared  with  either  of  the  two  preceding 
years.  This  increase  was  entirely  the  result  of  the  larger  value 
and  quantity  of  cattle  and  grain  exported,  in  the  latter  case 
Germany  being  more  than  accountable  for  the  whole  increase, 
of  the  value  of  nearly  200,000/. 

Turkey  in  1892  regained  the  position  of  the  leading  country 
of  import  from  Bulgaria,  which  she  had  ceded  to  France  for  the 
previous  year.  The  latter  country  is,  however,  not  far  behind. 

The  most  remarkable  point  in  the  statistics  of  the  Bulgarian 
exports  is  the  immense  increase  to  Germany.  This  country  in 
18'Jl  imported  merchandise  from  Bulgaria  to  the  quantity  of 
14,000  tons,  and  to  the  value  of  41,000/.,  while  in  1892  the 
quantity  rose  to  133,000  tons,  aud  the  value  to  520,000/.  Of 
this  latter  sum  nearly  514,000/.  was  the  cost  of  grain,  as  against 
only  32,000/.  in  the  previous  year. 

Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  1892  only  amounted 
to  69,000  tons  and  292,000/.,  as  against  168,000  tons  and 
671,000/.  in  1891,  being  a decrease  of  nearly  two-thirds. 

As  has  been  already  remarked,  the  export  of  grain  from  Grain. 
Bulgaria  increased  by  nearly  1,000,000  cwts.  and  by  nearly 
200,000/.  in  1892  as  compared  with  1891.  France  continues 
to  be  the  largest  importer  of  Bulgarian  grain,  taking  over 
3,000,000  cwts.  of  the  value  of  756,000/.  Germany  now 
occupies  second  place,  while  in  1891  she  was  only  sixth.  Then 
follow  Turkey  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  export  of  grain 
from  Bulgaria  to  the  latter  being  in  1892  only  1,386,000  cwts., 
of  the  value  of  287,000/.,  as  compared  with  3,357,000  cwts.,  of 
(1637) 
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Cattle  and 
live  stock. 


Other  exports. 


the  value  of  667,000/.,  in  1891.  The  value  of  the  grain 
exported  to  Italy  rose  from  53,000/.  in  1891  to  104,000/.  in 
1892,  and  to  Roumania  from  2,000/.  in  1891  to  15,000/.  in  1892. 

The  export  of  cattle  and  live-stock  from  Bulgaria  in  1892 
fell  off  in  number,  only  719,269  head  being  exported  in  1892, 
as  against  885,091  head  in  1891 ; but  the  value  of  the  animals 
exported  was  considerably  increased,  the  smaller  number  in 
1892  being  of  a value  of  270,256/.  as  against  a total  value  of 
244,759/.  in  1891. 

The  only  other  exports  of  any  importance  are  native  textile 
goods  to  the  value  of  125,000/.  (a  decrease  of  40,000/.  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year),  and  hides  and  animal  produce  to 
the  value  of  150,000/. 

Imports. 

Imports  into  Bulgaria  fell  slightly,  both  in  quantity  and 
value,  in  1892  as  compared  with  1891,  only  173,000  tons,  of  the 
value  of  3,092,000/.,  being  imported,  as  against  176,000  tons 
and  3,253,000/.  This  decrease  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for 
by  the  quarantine  which  existed  during  more  than  half  of  last 

year-  . 

Austria-Hungary  maintains  its  position  as  the  principal 
supplier  of  Bulgarian  requirements ; but  though  the  quantity 
of  merchandise  imported  has  increased  by  15,000  tons,  the 
value  has  fallen  by  230,000/.  as  compared  with  1891.  Of  the 
total  value  of  1,124,000/.  imported  from  Austria-Hungary  in 
1892,  216,000/.  was  due  to  textile  goods,  163,000/.  to  colonial 
goods,  and  127,000/.  to  timber,  &c. 

The  United  Kingdom  occupies  the  second  place  with  a total 
quantity  of  26,000  tons  and  a value  of  717,000/.  The  quantity 
is  nearly  identical  with  that  of  1891,  but  the  value  has  risen  by 
80,000/.  Of  the  total  value  of  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  textile  goods  represent  442,000/.  (an  increase  of 
58,000/.  over  1891),  metals  97,000/.,  colonial  goods  57,000/.,  and 
timber,  &c.,  18,000/.  (as  against  only  424/.  in  1891). 

Turkey  takes  the  third  place  with  409,000/.,  and  Germany 
fourth  with  331,000/.  as  against  only  196,000/.  in  1891.  The 
imports  from  the  latter  country  consist  chiefly  of  textile  goods, 
metal  and  metal  wares,  and  leather. 

The  imports  into  Bulgaria,  to  the  value  of  100,000/.  and 
upwards,  are  : — Textile  goods,  924,000/.  ; colonial  goods, 
282,000/.  ; metals,  253,000/.  ; machinery,  238,000/.  ; timber, 
furniture,  &c.,  177,000/.;  leather,  147,000/. ; and  oils,  candles, 
wax,  &c.,  136,000/. 

In  general,  then,  the  import  and  export  trade  of  Bulgaria 
for  the  year  1892  offers  but  few  salient  points  except  the  great 
advance  of  Germany’s  trade  with  Bulgaria.  The  United 
Kingdom  has  very  largely  reduced  its  consumption  of  Bulgarian 
products,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  has  made  a slight  advance  in 
the  value  of  the  goods  with  which  it  supplies  the  principality, 
amounting  to  about  half  the  total  value  of  the  increase  of  the 
imports  into  the  country. 


Table  A. — Keturn  of  Exports  to  the  following  Countries  for  Five  Years  ended  1892. 
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Table  C. — Return  of  Imports  from  the  following  Countries  for  Five  Years  ended  1892. 
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Table  D. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  for  Five  Years  ended  1892. 
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Table  E. — Values  in  £ Sterling  of  Principal  Imports  into  Bulgaria  and  Principal  Countries  of  Importation 
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Table  F. — Return  of  Bulgarian  Grain  Export  for  the  Years 

1890-92. 


Countries. 

1890. 

1391. 

1892. 

Quantity- 

Value. 

s 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

United  Kingdom  ... 

France  

Turkey  

Austria-Hungary ... 

Italy 

Germany  

Belgium  

Greece  

Boumania 

Servia  

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

Cwts. 

3,097,345 

2,761,107 

1,664,488 

1,095,476 

214,496 

90,645 

92,629 

53,613 

7,054 

13,349 

990,487 

£ 

I 591,171 
725,956 
401,530 
159,345 
52,872 
13,395 
25,557 
14,100 
1,066 
1,561 
187,388 

Cwts. 

3,357,420 

3,710,940 

796,120 

235,140 

202,100 

278,100 

128,940 

42,980 

11,740 

1,540 

828,420 

£ 

667,650 

946,007 

177,254 

55,280 

53,178 

32,196 

28,077 

8,564 

1,895 

239 

166,877 

Cwts. 

1,386.102 

3,030'844 

1,553,486 

272,430 

393,428 

2,667,384 

99,930 

9,990 

31,372 

1,402 

926,992 

£ 

286,949 

756,514 

384,153 

57,747 

103,711 

513,971 

24,873 

1,696 

15.583 

231 

172,299 

10,080,689 

2,173,941 

9,593,440 

2,137,217 

10,373,360  ! 

2,317,727 

Trade  Marks  Law. 

In  the  autumn  of  1892  a new  law  for  the  registration  of 
trade  marks  in  Bulgaria  was  passed  by  the  National  Assembly, 
to  come  into  force  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  1893. 
Several  modifications  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  make  this 
law  more  exact,  and  to  prevent  fraud ; but  it  is  a move  in  the 
right  direction,  and  many  British  and  other  foreign  trade  marks 
have  already  been  registered  at  Sofia. 


Public  Works. 

Considerable  activity  has  been  displayed  during  the  past 
year,  directed  towards  the  improvement  of  the  towns  and  the 
wider  extension  of  communications,  harbours,  &c.,  throughout 
the  country.  Schemes  are  under  consideration  for  the  proper 
drainage,  as  also  for  the  lighting  by  electricity  of  the  town  of 
Sofia. 

In  the  summer  of  1892  the  Government  advertised  for 
tenders  for  the  new  commercial  harbour  to  be  constructed  at 
Bourgas.  The  total  cost  was  estimated  at  about  30,000/.  No 
tender  which  was  considered  to  be  satisfactory  has  been  so  far 
received,  and  the  contract  is  still  open  for  competition. 

The  railway  from  Sofia  to  Pernik  is  well  advanced  towards 
completion,  and  recently  the  Ministry  of  Finance  has  asked  for 
tenders  for  the  construction  of  a line  from  Sofia  to  Roman,  a 
distance  of  some  108  kiloms.,  crossing  the  Balkans  to  the  north 
of  Sofia.  This  line  will  be  the  initial  stage  of  the  railway 
designed  to  connect  Sofia  with  the  Danube. 


Sericulture. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  cultivation  of  the  silk-worm  has 
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made  considerable  progress  in  Bulgaria,  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
and  Agriculture  having  distributed  large  quantities  of  egg s at 
a price  of  about  2s.  6e£.  per  ounce.  The  chief  centres  are  at 
Vratza  and  Stanimaka,  where,  under  careful  management, 
excellent  results  have  been  arrived  at,  an  ounce  of  eggs 
having,  on  an  average,  produced  about  100  lbs.  of  cocoons. 

The  figures  of  production  for  the  last  three  years  were  : — 


Year. 

Cocoons. 

1890  

1891  

1892  

Cwts. 

1,320 

3,340 

4,200 

The  primary  cost  of  the  eggs  and  the  expenses  connected 
with  rearing  come  to  about  11.  4s.  per  ounce,  and  calculating 
the  result  in  cocoons  at  100  lbs.  per  ounce  of  eggs,  and  the  sale 
price  of  the  cocoons  at  about  Is.  per  lb.,  this  leaves  a handsome 
profit  to  the  breeder. 


British  Commercial  Sample  Museum. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a Commercial  Sample  Museum, 
similar  to  those  of  Austria-Hungary  and  Germany  already 
existing  at  Sofia,  should  be  started  also  for  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  object  of  such  an  institution  is  to  have  in  the  capital  of 
the  country,  with  eventual  branches  at  other  important  com- 
mercial centres,  a depot  to  which  British  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers might  send  samples  of  their  goods,  so  that  the 
Bulgarian  importer  or  consumer  might  have  the  opportunity  to 
judge  for  himself  of  the  articles,  and  might  also  be  afforded 
greater  facilities  in  obtaining  the  same.  The  museums  already 
existing  have  much  benefited  the  commerce  of  the  countries 
which  they  represent ; and,  if  established  on  a proper  footing, 
a British  enterprise  of  the  same  nature  would,  doubtless,  prove 
of  great  assistance  to  British  trade,  more  especially  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  that 
trade  at  present  is  the  want  of  duly  qualified  agents  and 
travellers,  representing  British  firms,  in  foreign  countries. 


Population. 

A new  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bulgarian  princi- 
pality was  made  at  the  end  of  1892,  being  the  first  since  1888. 
The  result  gives  an  increase  of  150,000  in  the  total  population  ; 
males  having  increased  by  80,000  and  females  by  70,000,  the 
former  being  now  in  a majority  of  70,000. 

The  figures  are  as  below : — 
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1888. 

1892. 

Males 

Females 

Number. 

1,605,389 

1,548,986 

Number. 

1,688,688 

1,616,770 

Total 

. 

3,154,375 

3,305,458 

The  total  area  of  the  principality  is  37,860  square  miles, 
namely,  Bulgaria  proper,  24,360  square  miles,  and  Eastern 
Roumelia  13,500  square  miles.  The  population  is  divided 
between  these  two  divisions  as  follows  : — 


1888. 

1892. 

Number. 

Number. 

Bulgaria 

2,193,934 

960,441 

2,313,072 

Eastern  Roumelia . . 

992,386 

Total  

3,154,375 

1 

| 3,305,458 

The  present  distribution  in  districts  is : — 


District. 

1 

Number  of — 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Bulgaria — 

Yarna.. 

112,472 

102,741 

215,213 

Widdin 

62,704 

59,397 

122,101 

Yratza 

77,530 

73,381 

150,911 

Kustendje 

85,498 

81,677 

167,175 

Lorcha  . . 

62,725 

63,192 

125,917 

Lom  . . 

59,395 

55,953 

115,348 

Plevna  . . 

51,202 

48,674 

99,876 

Razgrad  . . 

65,987 

63,544 

129,531 

Roustchouk  . . 

84,420 

78,169 

162,589 

Sistov  . . 

47,858  1 

42,261 

94,119 

Scvlievo  . . 

46,693 

46,582 

93,275 

Silistria  . . 

57,358  | 

54,210 

111,568 

Sofia  . . 

128,642 

116,182 

244,824 

Trin 

41,000 

38,262 

79,262 

Tirnovo  . . 

110,952 

113,211 

224,163 

Shoumen  . . 

• • 

90,560 

86,610 

177,200 

Eastern  Roumelia  — 

Bourgas 

• • 

60,609 

55,637 

116.246 

Philippopolis. , 

• • 

117,269 

115,238 

232,507 

Sliven.. 

84,013 

107,808 

81,668 

165,681 

Stara-Zagora . . 

106,685 

214,493 

Tatar-Bazardjik 

70,101 

68,589 

138.690 

Haskeni 

63,892 

60,877 

124,769 

Total 

•• 

•• 

1,688,688 

1,616,770 

3,305,458 
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Table  showing  the  Towns  with  over  8,000  Inhabitants,  and 
the  Increase  or  Decrease  since  the  last  Census. 


Town. 

Inhabitants 
in  1883. 

Inhabitants 
in  1892. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

Sofia 

30,428 

46,593 

+ 16,165 

Philippopolis 

. . 

33,032 

36,033 

+ 

3,001 

Varna  . . 

25,256 

28,174 

+ 

2,918 

Boustchouk 

# . 

27,194 

28,121 

+ 

927 

Sliven  . . 

20,893 

23,210 

+ 

2,317 

Schoumen 

, , 

23,161 

22,507 

— 

654 

St.  Zagora 

16,039 

17,457 

+ 

1,418 

T.  Bazardjik 

g , 

15,659 

16,338 

+ 

679 

Plevna  . „ 

14.307 

15,544 

+ 

1,237 

Widdin  . . 

, , 

14,772 

14,544 

— 

228 

Haskovo. . 

14,191 

14,350 

+ 

159 

Yamboli. . 

# , 

11,241 

13,588 

+ 

2,347 

Bazgrad . . 

, , 

11,840 

13,295 

+ 

1,455 

Sistov  . . 

, # 

12,482 

13,212 

+ 

730 

Stanimaka 

, , 

. , 

12,191 

13,089 

+ 

898 

Tirnovo  . . 

, « ’ 

. . 

11,314 

12,559 

+ 

1,245 

Vratza  .. 

11,323 

12,258 

+ 

935  • 

Silistria  . . 

« • 

11,414 

11,808 

4. 

394 

Kustendil 

10,669 

11,383 

+ 

694 

Dobritch. . 

10,717 

11,087 

+ 

370 

Tcliirpan 

, . 

. . 

11,024 

11,069 

+ 

45 

Kazan  lik 

9,480 

10,765 

+ 

1,285 

Samokov 

9,658 

9,568 

— 

90 

Sevlievo . . 

# # 

8,859 

9,451 

+ 

592 

Panagouristh 

, « 

8,757 

9,003 

+ 

246 

Eski-djuma 

8,519 

8,840 

+ 

321 

Lom 

8,199 

8,444 

T 

245 

Bourgas  .. 

5,749 

8,425 

+ 

2,676 

Doubuitza 

, , 

7,919 

8,416 

+ 

497 

Toutrakan 

• • 

* * 

7,926 

8,063 

+ 

137 

Philippopolis. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Wratislaw  reports  as  follows : — 

The  principal  commercial  event  of  1892  was  the  holding  at  i>hiiippopolis 
Philippopolis  of  the  ‘'First  Bulgarian  Agricultural  and  In-  exhibition, 
dustrial  Exhibition,”  which  was  inaugurated  by  Prince 
Ferdinand  on  August  27.  The  exhibition  remained  open  for 
3 months,  and  was  visited  by  some  200,000  persons  (about 
7 per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  Bulgaria),  of  whom 
150,000  paid  at  the  door.  The  50,000  who  entered  gratis  were 
composed  principally  of  deputations  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  who  were  brought  to  Philippopolis  at  flic  public 
expense.  These  deputations,  mostly  consisting  of  peasants; 
were  organised  by  the  various  provincial  authorities,  and  came 
to  Philippopolis  in  special  trains,  or  by  such  other  means  of 
locomotion  as  the  geographical  position  of  their  homes  rendered 
available.  In  some  cases  the  journey  lasted  several  days,  and 
was  performed  entirely  on  horseback. 
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Industrial 

exhibits. 


The  excellence  of  their  behaviour  while  at  Philippopolis  was 
very  noticeable.  Though  a fairly  constant  visitor  to  the 
exhibition,  I neither  saw  nor  heard  of  a single  case  of  drunken- 
ness or  other  misconduct  on  the  part  of  any  of  them,  which 
speaks  well  for  the  sobriety  and  self-respect  for  the  Bulgarian 
peasant  and  the  controlling  influence  exercised  by  those  in 
authority. 

Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  neighbouring  countries 
and  the  consequent  institution  of  a strict  quarantine  on  the 
Bulgarian  frontier,  the  number  of  visitors  from  abroad  was  very 
small.  A rather  exaggerated  notion  had  been  formed  in  the 
country  of  the  interest  excited  throughout  Europe  by  the 
Bulgarian  exhibition,  and  of  the  number  of  foreigners  who 
would  be  attracted  to  Philippopolis  by  it,  and  numerous  hotels 
were  improvised  for  their  accommodation.  After  the  first  week 
these  did  little  business,  and  proved  an  extremely  unprofitable 
speculation.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  restaurants,  switch- 
back  railway,  shooting  galleries,  and  other  small  amusements 
provided  within  the  grounds  of  the  exhibition.  These,  having 
to  depend  entirely  on  the  custom  of  the  thrifty  Bulgarian 
visitors,  were  worked  at  a dead  loss. 

The  undertaking  was  originally  intended  to  be  on  an  un- 
pretending scale,  something  of  about  the  same  dimensions  as 
an  English  Agricultural  and  Cattle  Show ; but  by  degrees  the 
scheme  expanded,  and  the  final  result  was  an  International 
Exhibition  in  miniature.  While  it  may  be  thought  that  a less 
ambitious  plan  would  have  been  more  in  accordance  with  the 
resources  of  the  country,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the 
thoroughness  with  which  the  enterprise  was  carried  out. 
Every  corner  of  the  country  was  ransacked  in  order  to  make 
the  exhibition  complete,  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that  hardly 
an  article  grown  or  made  in  the  country  was  unrepresented. 

The  number  of  exhibitors  was  thus  large,  but  the  industrial, 
as  opposed  to  agricultural  exhibits,  though  generally  interesting 
were  as  a rule  of  small  commercial  importance.  A walk 
through  the  exhibition  left  no  illusions  as  to  the  extremely 
backward  state  of  Bulgarian  manufactures.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  only  manufacture  of  even  respectable  dimensions  is  that  of 
the  native  cloth  known  locally  by  the  name  of  “ Shayak.”  The 
three  centres  of  this  industry,  Slivno  and  Karlovo  in  Eastern 
Roumelia,and  Gabrovo  in  North  Bulgaria,  were  well  represented 
at  the  exhibition,  each  having  a building  of  its  own  stocked 
with  the  various  qualities  of  Shayak  as  well  as  the  braid 
(Gaitan)  and  miscellaneous  woollen  fabrics  which  are  also  pro- 
duced in  smaller  quantities.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  while  the 
coarser  qualities  of  Shayak,  which  are  excellent  for  rough  wear, 
are  universal^  used  by  the  peasants  in  Bulgaria,  and  are  even 
exported  to  Turkey,  the  finer  qualities  cannot  compete  with 
the  cheap  Austrian  ready-made  clothes  preferred  by  the  town 
population. 

Amongst  other  industries  represented  in  the  exhibition  are 
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spirit  distilling,  which  seems  to  have  a future  before  it,  but  is 
principally  in  the  hands  of  foreign  capitalists ; brewing,  soap 
making,  carriage  building,  and  furniture  making.  Most  of 
these  have  as  yet  hardly  passed  beyond  the  experimental 
stage,  and  their  growth  is  heavily  handicapped  by  the  almost 
unrestricted  competition  of  foreign  goods. 

The  smaller  handicrafts,  those  of  the  coppersmith,  tinker, 
shoemaker,  tanner,  furrier,  &c.,  are,  as  a rule,  languishing  under 
the  blighting  influence  of  foreign  competition.  They,  however, 
with  the  cotton  and  silk  stuffs,  embroideries,  and  other  home 
productions  of  the  Bulgarian  women,  supplied  a number  of 
quaint  and  interesting  exhibits. 

A number  of  carpets  from  the  districts  bordering  on  Servia 
were  shown,  some  of  which  were  pretty.  But  they  lacked,  as 
a rule,  the  richness  of  colouring  and  the  tasteful  design  which 
were  so  characteristic  of  similar  exhibits  in  the  Turkish  section. 

The  silk-spinning  factory  recently  erected  at  Stanimaka, 
though  opened  only  a few  weeks,  before  the  exhibition,  wao 
able  to  show  some  fine  samples  of  its  work,  which  were  mani- 
festly a great  improvement  on  the  home-spun  silk  exhibited  in 
small  quantities  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  Sericulture 
in  general  appears  to  be  rapidly  recovering  from  the  effects  of 
the  silk-worm  disease  which  had  all  but  destroyed  this  industry. 

The  cocoons  exhibited,  chiefly  from  Yratza  in  North  and  the 
Philippopolis  district  in  South  Bulgaria,  all  appeared  to  be  of 
excellent  quality. 

With  industries  to  create  and  a backward  system  of  agri- 
culture to  improve,  it  is  only  natural  that  little  attention  should 
. have  been  devoted  by  Bulgarians  to  the  fine  arts  during  the 
fifteen  years  which  have  passed  since  their  liberation.  Never- 
theless the  exhibition  contained  a gallery  full  of  pictures 
mostly  by  native  artists,  some  of  which,.  I am  assured,  evinced 
considerable  artistic  talent.  The  picture  which  attracted  most 
notice  was  one  of  Batak  on  the  “Night  after  the  Massacre.” 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  in  better  taste  to  have  let  by- 
gones be  by-gones  and  to  have  withheld  this  grewsome  con- 
glomeration of  blood,  flames,  and  corpses,  considering  the 
excellent  relations  which  now  exist  between  Mussulmans  and 
Christians  in  the  country. 

The  following  official  figures,  published  in  connection  with  Agricultural 
the  exhibition,  show  the  distribution  of  the  land  in  Bulgaria  : — exhibits. 


(1637) 
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Description. 

Area. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Land  under  cultivation. — 

Arable  land 

5,359,900 

Vineyards 

237,120 

Market  gardens,  &c. 

111,920 

Meadows 

770,640 

Woods  and  forests 

3,291,104 

9,770,684 

Area  uncultivated  but  fit  for  cul- 

tivation . . 

, , 

13,651,341 

Area  unfit  for  cultivation . . 

•• 

1,099,150 

Total  

24,521,175 

The  soil  is  generally  of  great  fertility,  and  with  an  improved 
system  of  cultivation  and  an  increased  population  would  yield 
an  infinitely  greater  return  than  it  does  under  existing 
conditions. 

The  staple  production  of  the  country  is  grain,  fine  samples 
of  which  were  exhibited  from  all  parts  of  the  principality. 
Wheat,  barley,  maize,  oats  and  rye  are  the  principal  crops 
raised,  the  quantity  of  wheat  alone  being  equivalent  to  all  the 
rest  together. 

The  importance  of  the  grain  cultivation  to  Bulgaria  may  be 
understood  from  the  fact  that  in  1891  more  than  a third  of  the 
State  revenue  was  realised  from  the  sale  of  the  grain  tithe,  and 
that  the  value  of  grain  exported  in  the  same  year  was  three- 
quarters  of  the  total  value  of  all  exports  from  Bulgaria  taken 
together. 

According  to  the  statistics  given  above,  the  total  area  over 
which  the  vine  is  cultivated  in  Bulgaria  is  nearly  240,000  acres, 
almost  every  department  of  the  country  possessing  vineyards 
of  greater  or  less  extent.  Of  the  numerous  samples  however 
displayed  in  the  exhibition,  almost  the  only  wine  which  can  be 
appreciated  by  a critical  palate  is  that  produced  by  the  State 
Agricultural  School  at  Sadovo,  near  Philippopolis,  which  is 
manufactured  on  scientific  principles  and  is  excellent.  The 
ordinary  wine  of  the  country  is  generally  speaking  barely 
palatable,  owing  to  the  rough  and  ready  methods  of  cultivation 
and  manufacture  in  vogue.  With  greater  care  and  more 
scientific  treatment  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  wine 
industry  from  becoming  a source  of  great  profit  to  the  country. 
Its  future  depends  however  on  the  success  of  the  measures 
taken  to  stamp  out  the  phylloxera,  which  has  already  begun  to 
ravage  the  vines  in  North  Bulgaria. 

The  few  phials  filled  with  otto  of  roses  which  were  exhibited 
gave  but  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  rose 
cultivation  in  Bulgaria ; but  so  large  a value  of  this  substance 
is  contained  in  so  small  a bulk — it  is  worth  about  11.  per  ounce 
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— that  large  quantities  could  naturally  not  be  spared  for  the 
-exhibition.  The  value  of  the  annual  exportation  of  otto  of 
roses  averages  70,000/. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  exhibits  was  that  of  Messrs. 
Stavrides,  tobacco  merchants,  of  Philippopolis,  who  illustrated 
in  two  small  kiosks  the  whole  process  of  tobacco  manufacture. 
Outside  the  green  plant  was  seen  growing,  while  within  opera- 
tives were  sorting  and  cutting  the  dried  leaves,  rolling  the 
cigarettes,  and  packing  them  in  boxes. 

The  tobacco  consumed  in  Bulgaria  is  entirely  of  native 
growth,  and  a small  quantity  is  exported,  but  the  quality  is 
much  inferior  to  the  better  kinds  of  Turkish  tobacco  though  in 
many  instances  raised  from  Turkish  plants.  The  localities 
where  the  cultivation  is  carried  on  lie  chiefly  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rhodope  range. 

Live  stock  was  poorly  represented,  no  doubt  owing  to 
transport  difficulties  and  to  the  fact  that  the  exhibition  was 
opened  at  harvest  time,  when  the  services  of  horses,  oxen,  and 
buffaloes  were  required  at  home.  The  Model  Farm  at  Sadovo 
was  to  the  fore  with  the  stud  animals  which  are  kept  there  for 
the  improvement  of  the  breeds  of  horses  and  cattle  in  the  sur- 
rounding districts.  No  striking  results  have  yet  been  obtained, 
and  the  owners  of  cows  and  mares  who  live  at  any  distance 
from  the  farm  appear  to  think  the  journey  thither  too  great  an 
exertion.  The  same  institution  showed  some  fine  pigs  of 
British  descent,  which  were  a great  contrast  to  the  gaunt, 
long-legged  animals  generally  met  with  in  Bulgaria. 

The  above,  with  a few  horses,  or  rather  ponies,  and  cattle 
from  Plevna,  and  a small  quantity  of  poultry,  practically  con- 
stituted the  whole  of  this  side  of  the  exhibition,  though  the 
live  stock  of  Bulgaria  is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  factor  in 
the  agriculture  of  the  country.  The  following  are  the  numbers 
as  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance : — 


Description. 

Humber. 

Horned  cattle.. 

1,680,983 

Horses 

325,526 

Sheep  .. 

7,060,353 

Goats  .. 

1,453,462 

Digs 

441,062 

Total  .. 

10,961,386 

The  fisheries  of  Bulgaria,  judging  by  the  exhibits,  are  of  Fisheries  and 
trivial  importance  and  the  appliances  of  a primitive  kind,  tauna. 
Stuffed  specimens  of  the  fauna  of  the  country  attracted  con- 
siderable interest,  consisting  of  bears,  lynx,  red  deer,  roe  deer, 
chamois,  wild  boar,  badgers,  and  smaller  animals.  These  are  to  be 
met  with  chiefly  on  the  Balkans  and  the  Rhodope.  Fine  collections 
of  the  birds  of  Bulgaria  were  also  shown,  the  best  being  that  of 
(1637;  ''b  2 
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exhibits 


Princo  Ferdinand  who  is  an  enthusiastic  naturalist.  The  varie- 
ties of  birds  of  prey  are  in  particular  very  numerous. 

A small  building  was  provided  by  the  Government  to 
contain  specimens  of  the  various  stones  and  minerals  found  in 
the  country.  The  only  mine  which  is  worked  with  any  success 
is  the  coal  mine  of  Pernik,  which  yields  annually  about  17,000 
tons  of  inferior  coal.  A large  block  of  this,  weighing  between 
3 and  4 tons,  was  exhibited,  and  virtually  represented  the 
mining  industry  of  the  country,  for  though  iron  is  extracted  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Samakov.  the  expenses  of  working  are 
so  great  that  imported  iron  can  be  bought  cheaper,  and  the 
workings  are  gradually  being  abandoned.  Bulgaria  is  said, 
however,  to  be  rich  in  minerals  of  various  kinds,  and  has  not 
yet  been  thoroughly  prospected. 

Many  of  the  specimens  of  marble  and  other  stones  were 
remarkably  fine,  but  the  quarries  are,  for  the  most  part,  at  too 
great  a distance  from  a railway  to  be  worked  at  a profit. 
Deficient  means  of  transport,  want  of  fuel,  and  lack  of  capital 
combine  to  render  the  development  of  the  mining  industry  of 
Bulgaria  a matter  of  considerable  difficulty  for  some  time  to 
come. 

The  values  of  the  exhibits  of  the  different  foreign  nations 
which  took  part  in  the  exhibition  are  stated  to  be  as  follows : — 


Country. 

Yalue. 

£ 

Austria-Hungary 

44,730 

Turkey  

4,050 

Germany 

1,715 

France.. 

1,650 

United  States 

140 

Great  Britain . . 

96 

While  I cannot  vouch  for  the  absolute  accuracy  of  the- 
above  figures  (which  were  published  by  a Philippopolis  news- 
paper), they  may  be  taken  as  giving  a fair  idea  of  the  relative 
contributions  of  the  countries  mentioned. 

In  view  of  the  considerable  falling-off  of  recent  years  in 
the  value  of  British  imports  to  Bulgaria,  it  seems  a pity  that 
our  manufacturers  did  not  take  an  active  part  in  the  exhibition 
and  profit  by  so  unique  an  opportunity  of  bringing  their  goods 
before  the  eyes  of  their  Bulgarian  customers.  As  it  Avas,  the 
only  British  exhibits  were  two  models  of  ships  of  war,  built  by 
Armstrong  and  Co.,  which  attracted  more  attention  and  interest 
than  perhaps  anything  else  in  the  exhibition  ; a plough  or  two,, 
and  a winnowing  machine.  The  last-named  were  not  shown 
by  the  manufacturers,  but  by  a local  dealer  in  agricultural 
implements  who  had  bought  them. 

In  marked  contrast  to  British  apathy  was  the  energy  shown 
by  our  Austro-Hungarian  rivals  in  the  Bulgarian  market.  Their 
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'exhibits  were  housed  in  two  large  and  imposing  buildings,  the 
one  for  Hungarian  and  the  other  for  Austrian  and  Bohemian 
productions.  While  the  Hungarians  confined  themselves  fairly 
strictly  to  the  original  conditions  on  which  foreigners  were 
invited  to  take  part  in  the  exhibition,  viz.,  that  only  agricul- 
tural and  industrial  machinery  and  appliances  should  be  shown, 
the  Austrian  manufacturers  stole  a march  on  their  fellow- 
subjects,  and,  with  a fine  disregard  of  all  restrictions,  exhibited 
nearly  every  article  produced  in  their  country,  from  ploughs  to 
harmoniums  and  cheap  jewellery.  This  led  to  complaints  on 
the  part  of  the  Hungarians  and  a small  family  quarrel. 

1 am  assured  by  competent  judges  that  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  machinery  in  general  was  of  poor  quality  and 
worked  unsatisfactorily,  and  that  the  immediate  orders  obtained 
were  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  expenses  incurred, 
which  must  have  been  considerable.  However,  so  extensive  an 
advertisement  will  doubtless  give  results  eventually. 

The  miscellaneous  Austrian  exhibits,  furniture,  hardware, 
glassware,  textiles,  musical  instruments,  pinchbeck  ornaments, 
paper,  biscuits  (the  last-named  packed  so  as  to  closely  imitate 
well-known  British  brands),  perfumery,  and  the  like,  seemed, 
with  few  exceptions,  rather  trashy.  Nevertheless,  a brisk 
retail  business  was  done  in  these  articles  in  the  Austrian 
section,  rather  to  the  disgust  of  the  Philippopolis  tradesmen, 
who  saw  the  extra  custom  which  they  anticipated  from  the 
exhibition  thus  diverted  into  a foreign  channel. 

Until  a very  short  time  before  the  opening  of  the  exhibition 
Turkey  seemed  determined  to  boycott  the  whole  aftair.  At  the 
eleventh  hour,  however,  orders  were  given  that  exhibits  should 
be  provided  representing  the  products  ot  Turkey,  and,  in  spite 
of  the  short  notice,  the  Turkish  Pavilion  became  quite  the 
show  place  of  the  exhibition.  The  principal  exhibits  were 
carpets,  embroideries,  jewellery,  silks,  and  inlaid  mother-of- 
pearl  work. 

The  numerous  agricultural  appliances  and  machinery  of 
German  make  quite  outshone  those  exhibited  in  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  sections,  being  evidently  stronger  and  better 
designed.  The  chief  exhibits  were  a light  railway  300  metres 
long,  with  trucks,  &c.,  complete  (Krupp),  grinding  machinery 
and  models  of  movable  turrets  from  the  Griison  works,  steam 
saws,  ploughs,  reapers,  &c.  Two  12  horse-power  steam  engines 
found  an  immediate  sale. 

The  French  exhibits  consisted  of  agricultural  machinery 
and  implements,  which  seemed  to  gain  the  approval  of  the 
Bulgarian  farmers  who  inspected  them,  but  I have  not  heard  of 
the  exhibitors  doing  any  business. 

The  American  agricultural  implements,  light  and  strong  and 
made  on  the  interchangeable  system,  are  old  favourites  in 
Bulgaria,  and  there  is  always  a fair  demand  for  them.  A 
number  of  American  sewing  machines  were  also  exhibited.  andUStr'aI 

In  connection  with  the  exhibition  an  “ Agricultural  and  Agricultural 
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Industrial  Congress  ” met  at  Philippopolis  during  tlie  month  of 
October,  1892.  This  congress,  composed  of  representatives 
from  the  various  departments  of  the  principality  and  certain 
officials  from  the  Ministry  of  Finance,  embodied  the  result  of 
its  deliberations  in  a series  of  recommendations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture  and  industries,  of  which  the  following  is 
a summary : — 

The  system  of  model  farms  and  agricultural  schools  should 
be  extended,  and  students  who  have  passed  the  course  should 
afterwards  be  employed  by  the  State  as  teachers  throughout 
the  country.  The  lithe  system  should  be  re-organised.  A law 
for  the  extermination  of  locusts  and  other  noxious  insects 
should  be  passed.  For  the  encouragement  of  viticulture 
Government  cellars  should  be  established  to  store  ' wine  in  ; 
foreigners  should  be  invited  to  engage  in  wine-making ; native 
wines  should  be  exempted  from  octroi  duties,  and  the  Govern- 
ment should  find  markets  abroad  for  them;  improved  imple- 
ments should  be  used,  and  American  vines  introduced  to 
combat  the  phylloxera.  Government  ought  to  encourage 
sericulture  by  bounties,  and  at  the  same  time  teach  improved 
methods  and  furnish  healthy  seed.  Market  and  fruit  gardens 
ought  to  be  exempted  from  taxes  for  a period  of  20  years,  and 
receive  bounties  on  exportation. 

With  regard  to  industries,  the  congress  states  that  private 
enterprise  being  unequal  to  the  task  of  reviving  them,  Govern- 
ment interference  is  necessary.  For  the  various  handicrafts 
self-governing  guilds  must  be  formed ; Government  should 
establish  public  workshops  for  the  training  of  skilled  workmen, 
and  send  the  most  promising  pupils  abroad  to  complete  their 
training  at  the  public  cost,  and  should  further  provide  machines 
and  tools. 

Coming  to  the  larger  manufacturing  industries,  the  congress 
recommends  that  agriculturists  should  sell  raw  materials  cheaper 
to  the  manufacturers,  and  that  a law  should  be  passed  for  the 
encouragement  of  industries  similar  to  the  one  in  force  in 
Roumania,  by  which  all  manufactories  in  which  a miniirum 
capital  of  1,000/.  is  engaged  enjoy  certain  privileges,  e.g .,  free 
sites,  15  years’  exemption  from  Governmental  and  municipal 
taxes,  and  from  custom-house  duties  on  imported  machinery 
and  raw  material,  low  rates  of  transport  on  railways,  and 
bounties.  Government  should  make  a point  of  giving  to 
native  manufacturers  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  uniforms  to 
soldiers,  police,  and  Government  servants  in  general,  and, 
finally,  should  raise  the  import  duties  on  foreign  manufactures 
while  inducing  other  countries  to  lower  theirs  on  Bulgarian 
manufactures ! 

The  following  general  observations  were  also  made, 
applicable  alike  to  industries  and  agriculture  : — It  would  be 
wise  to  create  a new  Ministry  for  Agriculture,  Industries,  and 
Commerce,  with  a special  newspaper.  The  facilities  afforded 
by  agricultural  banks  should  be  extended,  roads  and  railways 
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developed,  commercial  museums  opened,  and  the  present 
exorbitant  rates  on  the  Oriental  Railways  lowered. 

Acting  on  one  of  the  above  suggestions,  the  Minister  of 
Finance  laid  before  the  Sobranie  in  November  last  a Bill  for 
the  Encouragement  of  Native  Industries,  on  the  lines  of  the 
Roumanian  law  quoted  by  the  congress.  This  Bill  lias 
apparently  been  shelved,  at  least  for  the  time  being.  Beyond 
the  creation  of  a new  Ministry,  which  will  take  place  if  the 
Grand  Sobranie  approves  the  projected  changes  in  the 
Bulgarian  Constitution,  no  other  step  has  yet  been  taken  by 
the  Government  towards  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of 
the  congress,  some  of  which  would  obviously  entail  greater 
expenses  than  the  State  could  well  support. 


Imports. 

Judging  by  the  complaints  of  import  merchants,  1892  was 
by  no  means  a satisfactory  commercial  year,  and  I am  sur- 
prised to  find  that,  according  to  the  figures  given  by  the 
Philippopolis  custom-house,  the  value  of  all  imports,  instead  of 
falling  short  of  those  of  the  previous  year,  show,  on  the  con- 
trary, a slight  increase. 

The  respective  values  are — 


Year. 

Value. 

1891  .. 

1892  .. 

•• 

:: 

•• 

£ 

417,161 

418,476 

That  the  imports  should  have  increased  in  value,  in  spite  of 
the  serious  restrictions  imposed  on  trade  by  the  prolonged 
quarantine,  is  a proof  of  the  growing  importance  of  Philippopolis 
as  a distributing  centre  for  the  surrounding  districts. 

In  the  absence  of  detailed  statistics  from  the  custom-house,  British 
it  is  hard  to  say  accurately  the  exact  proportion  which  British  imports, 
imports  bear  to  the  total  amount.  In  1884)  they  were  esti- 
mated by  my  predecessor  at  35  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  but  they 
have  now  probably  fallen  to  rather  less  than  one-third,  ory 
roughly  speaking,  130,000/. 

Our  principal  articles  of  importation  are  cotton  piece-goods  w0oIien"au«I 
and  yarns,  woollen  goods,  and  linens.  All  of  these  have  of  cotton  goods, 
recent  years  suffered  to  some  extent  from  Austrian  competition, 
but  there  are  indications  that  the  tide  is  beginning  to  turn. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  with  British  woollen  stuffs,  which 
are  now  in  increased  demand.  Our  cotton  yarns  in  the  lowest 
numbers,  8 downwards,  are  undersold  by  yarns  from  Salonica, 

Trieste,  and  Constantinople,  but  the  higher  numbers  of  British 
yarns  hold  the  field  against  all  competitors.  In  cotton  piece-' 
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Expats. 

Uereals. 


goods  our  manufacturers  are  making  greater  efforts  to  suit 
native  taste  than  formerly.  For  instance,  1 hear  that 
“ Aladjas  ” are  now  being  imported  from  England,  and  that 
the  native  cotton  fabric  used  for  shirts  has  been  successfully 
imitated  at  Manchester. 

Colonials  to  the  value  of  about  4,000/.  were  imported  from 
Engl  and,  consisting  of  coffee,  incense,  tea,  spices,  and 
chemicals.  The  importation  of  coffee  from  England  is  de- 
creasing, for  the  rapid  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  this  article 
led  merchants  to  prefer  to  buy  it  from  the  nearest  markets, 
and  in  consequence  it  now  comes  principally  from  Genoa  and 
Marseilles. 

A certain  amount  of  tools,  in  which  good  quality  and  dura- 
bility are  essential,  are  still  imported  from  England,  e.g .,  saws, 
files,  lathes,  and  stone  breaking  and  cutting  hammers ; but  in 
general  carpenters’  tools  are  now  supplied  from  Germany,  as 
often  as  not  with  “Sheffield”  stamped  on  them.  The  im- 
portation of  British  iron  and  hardware  in  general  is  on  the 
decrease. 

The  importation  of  British  agricultural  implements  during 
1892  was  quite  insignificant,  not  amounting  to  100/.  There  is 
a greater,  though  still  unimportant,  demand  for  implements  of 
American  make,  as  well  as  Austrian  and  German,  and  these 
three  countries  seem  to  have  obtained  nearly  all  the  orders 
given  by  cultivators  who  visited  the  exhibition  in  the  autumn. 
For  this  result  our  manufacturers  have  only  themselves  to 
thank. 

Tin  and  copper  were  imported  from  England  to  a value  of 

8,000/. 

The  quantity  of  sacks,  new  and  old,  imported  from  Calcutta 
and  Dundee  was  95,000,  of  a total  value  of  nearly  2,000/.  The 
importation  of  this  article  is  increasing.  Small  quantities  of 
duck  for  lining  boots  and  canvas  for  packing  cocoons  were 
also  imported  from  England. 

Exports, 

The  value  of  the  goods  exported  through  the  Philippopolis 
custom-house  alone  was  92,000/.,  a decrease  of  6,000/.  com- 
pared with  1891. 

The  grain  crop  of  1892  in  the  department  of  Philippopolis 
was  very  abundant,  amounting  altogether  to  127,100  tons, 
against  94,500  tons  in  1891,  though  the  latter  was  regarded  as 
a good  year.  In  quality,  however,  the  1892  crop  was  much 
inferior  to  that  of  the  preceding  year,  and  was,  in  fact, 
wretchedly  bad.  The  very  heavy  rains  experienced  in  the 
early  summer  were  responsible  for  this  untoward  result. 
Prices  ruled  very  low  throughout  the  year,  and  of  the  60,000 
tons  of  grain  available  for  export  only  one-third  actually  left 
the  country,  the  rest  remaining  in  stock  in  merchants  hands,  in 
the  Government  tithe  stores,  or  still  unsold  in  the  villages. 
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Turkey  was  the  principal  buyer,  taking  8,000  tons,  of  which 
6,000  tons  of  soft  wheat  for  Constantinople  direct,  and  2,000 
tons,  chiefly  barley,  for  Adrianople  and  other  stations  along  the 
Constantinople  line.  The  shipments  for  Europe  were  made  via 
Dedeagatcli,  at  which  port  1,500  tons  still  remain  in  stock. 

Of  the  remainder,  6,000  tons  went  to  Marseilles,  2,000  tons  to 
Greece  and  the  Greek  islands,  about  2,000  tons  to  Holland,  and 
500  tons  to  various  European  ports. 

Both  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  the  wine  produced  in  Wine. 

1892  was  very  inferior.  This  state  of  things  was  due  to  a 
disease  (not  phylloxera)  which  attacked  the  vines,  and  to 
another  disease  which  caused  the  grapes  to  rot.  No  exporta- 
tion of  Avine  took  place  during  the  year.  There  is  still  a con- 
siderable amount  of  wine  in  stock,  but  as  the  greater  part  of  it 
was  frozen  during  the  \rery  severe  winter  it  is  anticipated  that 
it  will  turn  Avith  the  first  heat.  The  Avant  of  proper  cellars 
for  storing  wine  is  much  felt. 

200,000  lambskins  Avere  exported,  of  which  150,000  went  to  Skins. 
Austria,  the  remainder  to  Germany.  Prices  aATeraged  1$.  Id.  to 
Is.  Sd.  apiece.  All  the  kidskins  (120,000)  exported  Avere  for 
Paris — average  price,  Is.  lid.  each.  Most  of  the  30,000  goat- 
skins went  to  London  for  America,  and  fetched  1/.  9s.  a dozen. 

Both  kid  and  lambskins  Avere  inferior  to  previous  years  in 
weight  and  quality. 

The  tobacco  crop  of  1892  surpassed  that  of  the  previous  Tobacco, 
year  in  quantity,  but  the  quality  was  inferior.  120  tons  of  the 
lowest  qualities  Avere  exported  through  B our  gas. 

Owing  to  untimely  rains  just  before  the  rose  harvest,  the  Otto  of  roses. 
1892  yield  of  otto  was  very  small,  amounting  only  to  250,000 
miskals,  or  about  2,750  lbs.,  little  more  than  half  an  average 
crop.  On  the  other  hand  prices  were  high,  5 fr.  to  5-J  fr.  per 
miskal,  and  the  total  A^alue  of  the  yield  \A^as  approximately 
52,000/.,  the  average  being  betAveen  60,000/.  and  70,000/.  The 
principal  countries  of  export  were  England,  Germany,  France, 
and  the  United  States. 

It  is  feared  that  the  extreme  cold  of  the  past  winter  Avill 
result  in  another  small  crop  for  1893. 

A small  quantity  of  walnut  Avood  from  Karlovo  Avas  Wood, 
exported  to  Austria  to  be  made  into  gun-stocks. 

The  cocoon  crop  Avas  an  excellent  one,  and  good  prices  Cocoons, 
were  obtained.  About  60,000  kilos,  of  cocoons  Avere  exported, 
principally  to  Italy. 

Nine  bales  of  220  lbs.  each  of  silk  spun  by  the  neAv  Silk. 
Stanimaka  factory  Avere  also  exported  to  France,  Avhere  the 
silk  Avas  pronounced  by  experts  to  be  of  first-rate  quality  and 
equal  to  Broussa.  This  factory,  Avhicli  Avas  only  opened  in  the  New  silk 
summer  for  tAvo  or  three  months,  and  will  remain  closed  until  factory, 
the  coming  cocoon  season,  Avas  erected  by  Mr.  V.  Shopoff,  a 
gentleman  of  this  toAvn,  and  is  to  be  handed  OAmrby  him  to  a 
limited  liability  company,  the  “ Svila,”  Avith  a capital  of  8,000/. 
in  shares  of  8/.  each. 
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A few  skilled  female  operatives  were  brought  from 
Adrian ople  to  act  as  instructors  to  the  local  workpeople,  who 
have  shown  themselves  remarkably  apt  pupils.  Owing*  to  the 
intrigues  of  the  Adrianople  silk  spinners,  who,  jealous  of  the 
appearance  in  the  field  of  a rival  establishment,  induced  the 
Turkish  authorities  to  impede  the  departure  of  these  instructors, 
the  latter  had  literally  to  be  smuggled  across  the  frontier  into 
Bulgaria.  The  number  of  operatives  employed  will  exceed 
200,  and  the  maximum  annual  output  be  100  bales  of  100  kilos. 
(220  lbs.;. 

Starting  as  it  does  under  favourable  conditions,  in  the 
centre  of  the  most  productive  cocoon  district  of  Bulgaria,  and 
with  abundance  of  cheap  labour  to  hand,  there  is  every  reason 
to  expect  that,  if  intelligently  managed,  the  “ Svila  ” will 
successfully  inaugurate  a new  Bulgarian  industry. 


Varna. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Brophy  reports  as  follows : — 


Improvement 
in  trade. 


Direct  British 

imports 

increasing. 


Future 

prospects. 


Last  year’s 

harvest 

abundant. 

Stocks  of 
grain  still 
unsold.’ 


General  Review . 

The  result  of  a comparison  between  the  year  1892  and  the 
two  preceding  years  is  decidedly  satisfactory,  whether  it  be  as 
regards  British  trade  alone  or  else  the  recovery  of  the  commerce 
of  the  country  from  a fortunately  only  temporary  depression, 
the  totals  of  both  imports  and  exports  being  higher  than  in  any 
year  since  1887. 

From  the  shipping  tables  annexed  it  will  be  observed  that 
British  imports  landed  by  British  steamers  have  increased  con- 
siderably. 

This  does  not,  however,  mean  that  our  commerce  has  grown 
to  anything  like  the  same  extent,  but  simply  that  goods  from 
London  and  Manchester  are  being  now  more  and  more  shipped 
direct  from  London  and  Liverpool  instead  of  being,  as  formerly, 
transhipped  at  Constantinople  on  board  of  foreign  vessels. 
Still  this  tendency  seems  to  be  -steadily  increasing,  and  cannot 
but  have  a favourable  influence  on  the  development  of  our 
commerce,  for  not  only  has  the  number  of  direct  steamers 
increased,  but  they  also  bring  larger  quantities  of  cargo  than 
they  did  a year  or  two  ago. 

Whether  this  improvement  will  be  maintained  in  the 
current  and  next  year  depends  mainly  upon  the  result  of  next 
harvest. 

As  anticipated,  the  grain  crop  of  1892  was  very  bountiful, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  low  prices  ruling  there  would  have 
been  a still  larger  quantity  exported.  As  it  is,  those  growers 
who  are  in  a position  to  do  so  are  holding  back  their  surplus 
stocks  in  the  hope  of  a rise  later  on. 
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The  winter  of  1892-93  was  a very  severe  and  prolonged 
one,  and  autumn-sown  wheat  suffered  so  much  that  in  many 
cases  the  land  had  to  be  re-sown  in  spring.  Contrary  to  the 
experience  in  the  north-western  parts  of  Europe  the  spring 
hereabouts  has  been  very  cold  and  humid,  and  even  at  the  time 
of  writing — the  beginning  of  June — -vegetation  in  general  is 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  three  weeks  behindhand,  so  that  it  is 
difficult  to  forecast  the  result  of  the  next  harvest. 

This  much,  however,  may  safely  be  said,  that,  provided  With  favour- 
there  is  a fair  allowance  of  moisture,  with  forcing  weather,  ^ext  crop  a** 
during  the  next  fortnight,  and  if  towards  the  end  of  July  there  fair  average, 
is  a plentiful  rainfall — for  the  sake  of  the  maize  fields — the 
1893  cereal  crop  is  likely  to  come  up  to  a fair  average. 

Would-be  sellers  at  home  sometimes  do  go  as  far  as  sending  British 
out  catalogues  in  French  or  some  other  foreign  language,  but  ®^P?1r^er®v 
most  of  them,  even  then,  persist  in  retaining  the  intricate  the'meScal 
English  standards  of  weights  and  measures,  and  of  the  two  equivalents  of 
evils  restricting  possible  business  here,  the  English  language  or  En§lish 
the  English  system  of  measurements,  the  latter  is  almost  the  measuies- 
greater. 

The  metrical  system  is  the  one  now  employed  throughout 
Bulgaria,  and  it  is  useless  for  British  manufacturers — especially 
of  machinery  and  hardware — to  expect  that  their  potential 
foreign  customers  will  give  themselves  the  trouble  of  learning 
by  heart  our  avoirdupois  and  dimension  tables  in  order  to  be 
able  to  puzzle  out  quarters,  pounds  and  ounces,  yards  and 
inches,  gallons,  pints,  &c.,  into  their  metrical  equivalents. 


Imports. 

The  total  value  of  imports,  606,700/,,  exceeds  any  noted  of  Increase, 
late  years.  It  is  true  that  the  Bulgarian  official  statistics  for 
the  year  1889  gave  642,000/.  as  the  estimated  value  of 
merchandise  from  foreign  countries  landed  at  Varna.  But,  for 
reasons  indicated  in  my  Trade  Report  for  that  year,  a truer 
valuation  would  have  set  it  down  at  a considerably  lower 
figure.  I should  now  be  inclined  to  state  it  at  about  580,000/. 

The  quantity  in  tons  imported  is  slightly  inferior  to  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  but  that  is  attributable  to  the  fact  of  only 
one  cargo  of  coal  having  arrived  during  the  twelvemonth 
ended  last  December. 

The  largest  factors  in  this  augmentation  come  under  the 
heads  of  colonials  (12  per  cent,  increase)  ; metals  (28  per  cent.) ; 
and  textiles  (21  per  cent,  increase) — precisely  those  articles  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  chiefly  interested.  It  is,  therefore,  not  Great  Britain 
surprising  to  find  that  the  United  Kingdom  figures  for  47  per  6 *o  7 per 
cent,  of  the  total  imports  mto  Varna  during  last  year,  as  com-  on  grogs  total 
pared  with  40  per  cent,  in  1891,  and  42  per  cent,  in  1890.  of  imports. 

Austrian  trade  has,  if  anything,  gone  back  1 per  cent,  or  Participation 
2 per  cent.,  while  Turkish  imports  have  increased  by  about  the  of  foreign 

countries. 
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Classes  of 
goods. 


Colonials, 
metals,  and 
textiles, 
increase. 


Alcohol, 

provisions, 

petroleum, 

paper. 

Increase, 

mainly  due 

low  stocks. 


same  amount.  The  other  foreign  countries’  participation  in  the 
market  remains  very  much  as  it  was  before. 

As  mentioned  above,  colonials,  metals,  raw  and  worked,  and 
textiles  of  all  sorts,  including  yarns,  are  the  classes  that  most 
concern  the  British  exporting  houses,  and  in  these  there  has 
been  a marked  improvement. 

Unfortunately,  the  official  Bulgarian  statistics  at  present  to 
hand  do  not  enter  into  details  sufficient  for  an  examination  into 
the  various  branches  of  these  large  categories,  and  although 
much  more  complete  sets  of  statistical  tables  are  published 
Jater  on,  they  are  available  too  late  for  the  purposes  of  a Trade 
Beport,  unless  it  were  deferred  to  the  end  of  the  current  or 
the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year. 

Alcoholic  liquors,  preserved  provisions,  mineral  oils 
(petroleum  from  Batoum),  and  paper  products  show  an  increase 
of  from  12  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent.,  but  the  increase  is  mostly 
due  to  the  necessity  of  replenishing  diminished  stocks. 


Exports . 


Last  year  I had  occasion  to  point  out  that  the  value  of  the 
grain  exports  from  Varna  for  the  year  1891  had  been  under- 
stated by  the  Bulgarian  Statistical  Office  to  the  extent  of  about 
15  per  cent.  This  year  the  appraisement  is  about  right,  but 
confirms  the  fact  of  an  error  in  their  former  estimate.  Thus 
for  the  year  1891  the  ton  of  grain,  wheat  being  always  the 
principal  item,  was  valued  at  hi.  3.s.  4 d. ; this  time,  however,  it 
is  set  down  at  a fraction  more,  hi.  4s.  per  ton,  or  say  11.  2s.  3 d. 
per  quarter. 

The  average  spot  price  of  grain,  nevertheless,  was,  during 
last  year,  about  20  per  cent,  lower  than  in  1891. 

Thanks  to  an  extremely  abundant  harvest,  although  wheat 
was  light  in  weight  as  compared  with  the  quality  of  the  previous 
year,  there  was  a large  surplus  for  exportation,  and,  according 
to  all  accounts,  the  peasants  are  still  retaining  a certain  quantity 
in  their  hands,  which  is  of  course  a very  good  sign.  The 
maize  crop,  too,  was  a good  one,  but  its  shipments  will  not 
figure  till  next  year’s  returns. 

Poultry  used  to  be  and  still  is  an  important  article  of  export 
steady  “"decline  from  Varna,  but  of  late  years  the  quantity  raised  has  been 
steadily  dwindling  ; thus  within  the  last  2 years  alone  there 
has  been  a diminution  of  45  per  cent.  This  it  owing  mainly  to 
the  emigration  of  the  Mussulman  population  who  are  the  chief 
breeders  of  poultry. 


Abundant 

harvest. 

Wheat. 


Maize  : good 
crop. 

Poultry  trade 


in. 
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Mussulman  Emigration. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  country  that  the  outward  flow  of 
the  Turkish  peasant  element  still  continues,  although  they 
have,  of  recent  years,  nothing  to  complain  of  on  the  score  of 


SOFIA. 


27 


ill-treatment,  and  although  the  Government,  rightly  recognising 
them  as  a source  of  wealth  which  the  principality  with  its 
large  tracts  of  untilled  arable  land  can  ill  afford  to  lose,  does 
its  best  to  discourage  their  emigration. 

The  annual  official  report  on  the  department  of  Yarna  for  the 
twelvemonth  ended  July  1-13,  1891,  gives  a local  Mussulman 
population  of  96,000  out  of  a gross  total  of  212,000  inhabitants. 

No  trustworthy  statistics  were  obtainable  during  the  Turkish 
rule  in  these  parts,  but  the  number  of  Turks  resident  within  the 
same  area  before  the  Turco-Russian  War  was  roughly  calculated 
at  over  120,000. 

At  any  rate,  the  official  report  above  quoted  states  that  over 
5,300  Mussulman  emigrated  from  this  district  alone  during  the 
34  years  comprised  between  January,  1888,  and  July,  1891, 
and  the  same  exodus  is  going  on  from  the  Shumla,  Roustchouk, 
and  Silistria  departments  where,  also,  the  Turkish  villagers  are 
strongly  represented,  while,  naturally,  during  the  first  years 
after  the  war  the  number  of  emigrants  was  very  large. 

It  is  true  that  owing  to  the  increased  public  security — 
notably  the  non-existence  of  that  former  scourge  of  the  agri- 
cultural class — the  cattle  lifting  Circassians — the  Bulgarian 
peasants  do  take  up  a great  deal  of  the  land  thus  abandoned, 
but  their  numbers  and  means  cannot  keep  pace  with  the 
emigration  movement. 


Balance  of  Trade. 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  1892  at  the  Port  of  Varna  was 
imported  merchandise  to  the  value  of  606,700/.,  and  that  the 
exports  amounted  to  527,900 Z.  The  commercial  operations  at 
the  Port  of  Baltchik,  belonging  to  this  district,  have,  however, 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  The  amount  of  grain  shipped  Exports 
thence  was  44,080  tons,  value  216,000/.,  while  the  imports  were  exceed 
only  3,495  tons,  of  the  value  of  9,300/.,  thus  leaving  a balance  imports  bj 
of  exports  over  imports  of  130,000/.,  or  about  21  per  cent.  one-fifth. 


Shipping. 

For  the  first  time  upon  record  has  the  number  of  British  British 
ships  (75)  doing  business  at  Yarna  to  any  degree  approached  steamer 
that  of  the  Austrian  vessels  (78),  while  their  total  tonnage  greatf/than 
(83,000)  slightly  exceed*  the  Austrian  (81,172).  that  under 

This  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  quarantine  restrictions  during  any  otlier 
last  year,  preventing  the  Austrian  Lloyds  from  keeping  up  flag* 
their  regular  voyages  to  and  from  Constantinople ; but  then,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  must  be  remarked  that  43  British  steamers  Austrian, 
brought  nearly  as  much  cargo  as  the  78  Austrian,  that  is  to 
say,  7,500  tons  as  compared  to  8,034. 

10  steamers  of  Deutsche-Levante  line  from  Hamburg  and  German. 
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Antwerp  arrived  with  nearly  700  tons  of  cargo,  as  compared 
with  4 steamers  and  about  150  tons  the  year  before. 

There  seems  to  be  a growing  tendency  for  merchandise  to 
be  forwarded  direct,  so  that  in  the  future  the  Austrian,  Turkish 
and  Greek  lines  of  steamers,  which  have,  hitherto,  brought  on 
cargo  transhipped  at  Constantinople,  will  probably  find  their 
business  gradually  diminishing. 

Freights  on  grain  were  wretchedly  low  during  the  whole  of 
the  year  in  review,  and  varied  from  as  little  as  7s.  per  ton  to 
only  13s.  per  ton,  and  the  mean  may  be  taken  at  8s. 


Public  Works  and  Private  Enterprise. 

Although  the  Bulgarian  loan  for  the  construction  of  certain 
lines  of  railway  and  the  harbours  of  Bourgas  and  Yarna  has 
been  successfully  raised,  the  works  at  the  port  of  Bourgas  have 
not,  as  was  intended,  been  yet  commenced,  nor  will  they,  in  all 
probability,  be  set  about  at  all  this  year. 

The  original  plans  for  these  two  harbours  were  drawn  up 
by  Sir  Charles  Hartley,  the  eminent  marine  engineer,  who  in 
1889-90  was  employed  by  the  Bulgarian  Government  to 
survey  these  ports.  For  reasons  of  economy,  the  Sofia  autho- 
rities had  these  plans  modified,  and  invited  tenders  for  the 
construction  of  the  Bourgas  works. 

The  foreign  contractors,  however,  considered  the  specifica- 
tions (cahier  des  charges)  too  onerous,  besides  not  being  clear 
enough,  and  they  also  refused  to  guarantee  the  solidity  of  the 
structure  if  the  proposed  changes  were  carried  out.  The 
scheme,  therefore,  will  probably  have  to  be  remodelled,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year  will  see  the  inception  of  these 
useful  undertakings. 

This  Steamship  Company,  projected  some  years  ago,  has 
now  been  fairly  started,  although  actual  operations  are  not 
likely  to  commence  before  next  year. 

The  capital  is  2,000,000  fr.  in  5,000  shares  of  400  fr.  each, 
of  which  the  Government  engage  to  take  up  one-fourth,  and 
to  pay  a subsidy  of  9 per  cent,  on  the  paid-up  capital.  Already 
shares  to  the  value  of  1,300,000  fr.,  including  the  Government 
fourth,  have  been  subscribed  for,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  months  it  is  proposed  to  hold  a general  meeting  to  decide 
as  to  whether  the  order  for  the  steamers  is  to  be  given  at  once, 
or  else  not  until  the  subscription  list  has  been  filled  up. 

The  idea  is  to  have  built,  probably  ifi  the  United  Kingdom, 
two  first-class  steamers,  one  of  about  800  gross  tonnage  and  the 
other  about  1,200  gross  tonnage;  the  former  for  the  coasting 
trade  between  the  Bulgarian  Black  Sea  ports,  and  the  second 
for  the  service  between  Constantinople  and  Varna. 

A former  Trade  Report  of  Her  Majesty’s  agency  at  Sofia 
drew  attention  to  the  seemingly  innate  talent  of  the  Bulgarians 
for  social  co-operation. 
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This  trait  of  character  has  lately  been  exemplified  by  the  Bulgarian 
creation,  even  in  the  small  towns  and  large  villages,  of  societies  aptitude  for 
or  companies — the  capital  being  furnished  by  the  local  share-  Q°0'^^ytl0n' 
holders,  not  borrowed  from  outside — for  the  furtherance  of  districts, 
local  industries,  whether  technical  or  else  belonging  to 
agriculture. 

Rather  more  than  a year  ago  was  established  at  Roustchouk  a Bulgarian 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  having  branches  throughout  the  j^vance 
country,  and  the  experience  of  the  first  twelvemonth  was  so  Company, 
satisfactory  that  the  Company  decided  to  extend  their  opera- 
tions, and  issued  an  invitation  for  the  augmentation  of  the 
capital,  which  was  so  largely  responded  to  that  the  sum  applied 
for  was  several  times  covered. 

At  the  town  of  Shumla,  too,  within  this  consular  district,  a Shumla 
Company  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  occupying  itself  Genera^ 
with  big  contracts  and  public  undertakings,  and  having  in  its  Company, 
employ  competent  engineers,  architects,  &c.  Their  operations 
have,  I believe,  been  hitherto  successful  and  lucrative. 

Varna  has  not  yet  distinguished  itself  by  any  initiative  on 
these  lines,  except  it  be  for  the  Steamship  Company  before 
mentioned,  and  the  reason  of  this  backwardness  may  be 
ascribed  to  the  diversity  of  the  local  national  elements,  which 
at  present  do  not  always  pull  well  together,  but  there  are  not- 
to-be-mistaken  signs  that  in  the  near  future  the  indigenous 
Christian  population  will  form  a homogeneous  whole. 

The  Varna  vineyards  are  fairly  extensive,  covering  4,970 
acres ; the  quality  of  the  wine  is  considered  the  best  in  the 
principality,  and  the  yield  is  not  so  precarious  as  in  many  other 
wine-growing  countries. 

Last  year  the  yield  of  grapes  was  so  unexpectedly  great — Vintage, 
about  14,000,000  lbs.  of  fruit,  representing  about  840,000  gallons  3892> 
of  wine — that  all  kinds  of  old  and  queer  receptacles  had  to  be  ^undanf 
utilised  in  order  to  store  the  wine ; naturally  to  the  prejudice  * 
of  its  flavour  and  keeping  properties,  and  a good  deal  of  the 
grapes  were  sold  at  60  fr.  to  80  fr.  per  kadoss,  a measure  which 
would  bring  the  must  fo  the  value  of  about  4 \d.  per  gallon, 
though  the  average  price  wTas  about  7 \d.  per  gallon.  The 
quality  also,  although  rather  lighter  than  is  usual  in  good 
years,  say  9 degrees  to  11  degrees  of  alcohol  as  against  10 
degrees  to  13  degrees,  was  very  fair. 

It  is  therefore  strange  that  the  people  here  do  not  seem  to  R00m  for  a 
be  alive  to  the  profits  to  be  secured  by  starting  a Company  to  company  to 
build  proper  wine-cellars,  of  which  very  few  exist  at  present,  Promote. 
in  which  they  could  store  and  tend  the  must  bought  from  the  indTstr™6 
growers,  or,  still  better,  they  might  at  the  time  of  vintage  buy 
the  grapes  in  the  vineyards  and  have  them  rationally  collected 
and  sorted. 

At  a distance  of  only  a few  miles  up  the  railway  line  con-  Glassworks  to 
necting  this  place  with  Roustchouk  has  been  discovered  an be  started, 
extensive  tract  of  siliceous  sand,  which,  according  to  the 
analysis  of  the  European  scientists  to  whom  samples  were  sub- 
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mitted,  would  furnish  the  material  for  glass  of  superior 
quality. 

Private  individuals  have  acquired  from  the  Government 
the  right  to  work  the  bed,  and  a beginning  of  operations  for 
the  manufacture  of  bottles  is  to  take  place  this  summer. 

Proposal  to  It  is  very  much  to  be  regretted  for  the  welfare  of  the 
increase  the  country  that  the  Bill  introduced  last  year  by  the  former  Finance 
agricultural16  Minister,  M.  Natchevitch,  for  increasing  the  capital  of  the 
banks.  Agricultural  Banks  by  issuing  to  the  general  public  shares 

bearing  6 per  cent,  guaranteed  interest,  and  a prospect  of 
further  bonuses,  has  not  become  law. 

The  scheme  was  almost  universally  praised  as  offering 
sufficient  security,  while  the  peasant  borrower  was  released 
from  many  formalities  for  which  he  has  such  dread  or  disgust 
that  he  generally  prefers  to  go  to  some  private  usurer  who  will 
lend  him  the  money  wanted,  at  rates,  no  doubt,  three  or  four 
times  higher,  but  who  only  requires  from  him  his  signature  or 
cross  on  a piece  of  paper. 
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Return  of  Imports  and  Exports  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during 
the  Year  1892. 


Countries. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Quantity 

Value. 

Per  Cent. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Per  Cent. 

Great  Britain  ... 

Tons. 

7,427 

£ 

290,000 

*47 

Tons. 

33,248 

£ 

184,600 

•35 

Austria  

4,289 

94,000 

•16 

1,413 

11,200 

•02 

Belgium  | 

630 

9,200 

*02 

4,430 

22,000 

04 

France  

1,300 

28,400 

•05 

11,700 

61,300 

•11 

Germany  ! 

463 

23,200 

•04 

12,000 

47,800 

j *09 

Italy 

702 

11,400 

•02 

8,572 

45,200 

•09 

Russia  

2,044 

20,600 

•03 

Switzerland  . . i 

70 

7,200 

•01 

Turkey  1 

5,697 

118,700 

4,000 

•20 

18,500 

151,300 

'•30 

Other  countries  . | 

281 

i 

460 

4,500 

Total  | 

22,903 

606,700 

1 *00 

90,323 

527,900 

1 -oo 

,,  for  the  year 
1890  

26,790 

583,540 

68,000 

419,550 

Comparative  Table  showing  Average  per  Ton  of  Gross  Values 
of  Imports  and  Exports  for  the  Years  1892  and  1890. 


Year. 

Value  per  Ton. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1892 

1890  

£ s.  d. 
26  10  0 
22  7 6 

£ s.  d. 

5 12  6 

6 3 3 

Table  showing  Average  per  Ton  of  Value  oj  Imports  for 
the  Year  1892. 


Nationality. 


British 

Austrian 

Belgian 

Freuch 

German 

Italian 

Russian 

Swiss 

Turkish 


Average  Value 
per  Ton. 


£ 

40 

22 

15 
22 
50 

16 
10 

103 

21 


Table  showing  Average  per  Ton  of  Value  of  Grain  Exports 
for  the  Years  1892-91. 


Year.  1 Va,“e 

per  Ton. 

£ s.  d. 

1892.. 

5 4 0 

1891.. 

5 3 4 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Varna  during  the  Year 

1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

British 

75 

83,000 

75 

83,000 

£ 

185,800 

Austrian 

78 

81,172 

78 

81,172 

343,000 

Italian  

14 

20,700 

14 

20,700 

French 

11 

19,600 

11 

19,600  I 

640 

Greek  

*13 

3,275 

32 

9,419 

30,500 

45 

12,694  | 

6,000 

Turkish 

40 

3,500 

76 

116 

34,000 

50/00 

German 

10 

14,500 

10 

14,500 

17,500 

Others  

*"'  2 

245 

2 

1,800 

4 

2,045 

3,760 

Total 

,,  for  the 
year  pre- 

55 

7,020 

298 

260,691 

353 

267,711  I 

606,700 

ceding  ... 

49 

8,394 

327 

355,428 

376 

363,822  ; 

525,650 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels 

Tons. 

Number 

of 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Value 
of  Cargoes. 

British  ... 

75 

83,000 

75 

83,000 

£ 

294,540 

Austrian 

77 

80,688 

77 

80,688 

65,400 

Italian  ... 

14 

20,700 

14 

20,700 

81,500 

French  ... 

11 

19,600 

11 

19,600 

5,200 

Greek  

'*14 

3,642 

32 

9,419 

46 

13,061 

45,000 

Turkish  ... 

41 

3,580 

7b 

31,300 

119 

34,880 

25,000 

German 

10 

14,500 

10 

14,500 

6,800 

Others  

1 

100 

1 

1,100 

2 

1,200 

4,460 

Total  ... 

,,  for  the 
year  pro 

56 

7,322 

298 

260,307 

354 

267,629 

527,900 

ceding 

48 

8,027 

32b 

357,627 

376 

365,654 

460,280 
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Roustchouk. 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Dalziel  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  the  Roustchouk  district  for  the  year  1892  Trade  fairly 
must  have  suffered  as  a whole.  Most  certainly  Russian  and  g°0(k 
German  imports  have  sutler ed  severely  from  the  quarantine 
regulations,  although  in  other  respects  it  has  been  fairly  good ; 
indeed,  the  principal  British  imports  show  an  increase  in  British 

quantity,  viz. — imports 

J increased. 


Desci-iption. 

Per  cent. 

Manchester  cloth,  grey,  woite,  and  printed 

11 

„ yarns  ,,  dyed  . . 

28 

Cardiff  coals  for  public  consumption 

66 

Or  1,571  tons,  against  934  tons  last  year. 

The  Bulgarian  Government  Statistical  Office  now  publish  Bulgarian 
very  complete  statistics,  in  Bulgarian  and  French,  of  all  ex-  official 
ports  and  imports.  Unfortunately,  these  are  not  yet  ready,  and  statl8tlcs- 
we  cannot  at  this  time  of  the  year  compare  1892  with  1891. 

All  we  can  do  is  to  compare  1891  with  1890. 

I append  a table  of  the  general  imports  and  exports  for  all 
the  ports  in  my  Vice-Consular  district,  classified  under  27 
heads,  and  those  may  be  compared  with  the  tables  in  my 
last  report,  notwithstanding  that  the  latter  were  classified 
under  only  17  heads  and  a great  many  sub-heads.  Persons 
desirous  of  obtaining  more  exact  details  as  to  any  article  may 
procure  the  official  report  from  Sofia,  which  shows,  in  1892, 
about  800  sub-heads — in  fact,  almost  every  possible  article 
separately,  and  the  country  from  which  it  was  imported  or  to 
which  it  was  exported.  As  this  is  a work  of  enormous  detail, 
and  occupies  hundreds  of  pages  in  a closely-printed  quarto 
volume,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  it  cannot  be  given  here. 

Imports  of  Manchester  goods,  of  which  I have  given  Remarks  on 
statistics  obtained  from  the  merchants,  were,  as  before  stated,  imports. 

11  per  cent,  and  28  per  cent,  heavier  than  last  year,  and  1 1 iece-g°ods« 
understand  that  stocks  on  December  31  were  low. 

Coals  for  general  consumption  increased  by  two-thirds,  as  I Coals. 
hadforeseen,but  even  thatincrease  was  not  nearly  enough  for  the 
demand,  for  in  the  latter  part  of  winter  scarcely  a ton  remained 
in  stock,  and  the  price  rose  to  about  3 1.  4s.  per  ton  for  Cardiff, 
instead  of  the  normal  price  of  about  21. 

The  coal  for  Government  use,  in  railway  or  arsenals,  will  Government 
now  appear  in  the  Varna  report,  as  all  imports  are  made  there  coal, 
and  conveyed  here  by  rail. 

London-made  biscuits  were  imported  in  fabulous  quantity  Biscuits, 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  1 rather  think  the  business  was  a 
little  overdone,  but  no  doubt  direct  importation,  instead  ot 


Machinery. 


Want  of  local 

mechanical 

skill. 

Manufacturers 
will  not 
accommodate 
themselves  to 
Bulgarian 
necessities  for 
doing 
business. 


Absolute 
necessity  for 
good  agents. 

Exports. 
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being,  as  hitherto,  through  Roumania,  will  give  great  impetus 
to  the  consumption. 

Several  new-fashioned  oil  and  electric  motor  engines  have 
been  imported.  I took  a great  interest  in  trying  to  introduce 
these,  thinking  them  eminently  suited  to  the  needs  of  the 
country,  especially  in  those  large  districts  where  no  water- 
power can  be  had,  and  no  coal  exists  nor  can  be  introduced  at 
a reasonable  price.  I am  now,  however,  afraid  that  they  are 
too  complicated  and  easily  put  out  of  order  for  this  country, 
where  there  are  no  mechanical  workshops  nor  the  necessary 
skill  to  execute  repairs.  I am  also  sorry  to  say  that,  from  a 
business  point  of  view,  my  efforts  were  not  seconded  by  the 
makers.  F or  instance,  I asked  a British  house  of  high  standing 
to  undertake  the  agency,  and  to  keep  always  one  or  two  in 
stock,  and  also  extra  pieces  for  repairs.  This  would  have  been 
a sure  and  practical  means  of  selling  these  motors.  The 
makers,  however,  possibly  thinking  that  they  might  make  a 
few  extra  sales  to  outsiders,  refused  to  grant  an  exclusive 
agency,  and  I feel  convinced  that  they  have  sold  fewer,  instead 
of  more,  in  consequence,  for  of  course  the  agency  on  their  con- 
ditions was  not  worth  having. 

I also  persuaded  a banker  in  Constantinople  to  buy  one  for 
the  use  of  his  farm  near  this  place,  and  it  came  out  and  was 
worked  for  some  time,  till  something  went  wrong  and  repairs 
were  needed.  The  banker  ordered  several  articles  needed  for 
the  repairs,  amounting  to  about  40/.  in  value,  and  told  the 
makers  to  ship  them  to  care  of  my  Varna  colleague,  who  kindly 
undertook  the  forwarding,  and  to  draw  on  himself  at  sight  for 
the  amount  of  invoice.  The  goods  were  sent  to  the  care 
of  our  Vice-Consul  at  Varna,  and  a bill  at  sight  was  drawn  on 
him  for  the  40/.,  and  the  first  that  either  the  banker  or 
anyone  else  heard  of  the  expedition  was  a complaint  from  Mr. 
Vice-Consul  Brophv  that  he  had  had  advice  of  a bill  drawn  on 
him  of  which  he  knew  absolutely  nothing.  Luckily  the  farmer 
happened  to  be  in  town  when  Mr.  Brophy  wrote  to  me,  and  he 
called  on  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  to  ask  if  the  bill  might 
not  pass  through  them,  and  caught  it  here  in  the  act  of 
being  sent  to  Varna  for  presentation.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  this  was  not  business,  and  until  British  manufacturers 
go  to  work  more  methodically  they  may  complain  as 
they  like  about  foreign  competition,  but  they  will  be  beaten 
by  it. 

British  manufacturers,  as  a rule,  can  make  cheaply  enough, 
but  they  cannot  sell,  and  in  such  a country  as  this  they  can 
only  do  business  through  a good  agent. 

With  regard  to  exports  they  will  no  doubt  show  a falling- 
off,  but  the  crop  was  a good  one,  and  exists  still  in  the  granaries 
of  the  villagers.  It  has  in  part  been  withheld  from  the  market 
because  of  low  prices  ruling,  and  latterly  from  fear  of  a bad 
crop  in  1893 — a fear,  I hope,  now  dispelled  by  the  late  rains  and 
the  prospect  of  fine  weather. 
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As  I mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  a Bulgarian  Fire 
Assurance  Company  had  been  established  here.  Its  first  year’s 
working  was  so  favourable  as  to  show  a profit  of  nearly  16  per 
cent.,  of  which  they  divided  8 per  cent.,  and  in  order  to  add  a 
life  branch  they  decided  to  issue  500,000  fr.  (20,000/.)  extra 
capital  all  paid  up.  These  shares  were  issued  at  15  premium, 
and  were  subscribed  for  locally  to  over  four  times  the  amount, 
so  that  subscribers  who  applied  for  anything  from  1 to  4 shares 
got  1,  from  5 to  10  got  2,  and  so  on,  only  one-fifth  of  the  amount 
desired.  This  shows  that  money  exists  in  the  country  for  any 
enterprise  considered^good. 


Joint  Stock 
Fire 

Assurance 

Company. 


(1637) 
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—Exports  under  Category  11  are  probably  only 


Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 
(1250  9 | 93— H & S 1637) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1893. 

ANNUAL  SERIES. 


N°  1301. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


MEXICO. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEARS  1891  AND  1892 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OE  MEXICO. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  965. 


Issued  during  the  Recess  and  Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  Command  of  Tier  Majesty. 


LONDON: 

HUNTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 

BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTER8  IN  ORDINARY  TO  IIEK  MAJESTY. 

And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  & SPOTTISWOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZIES  & Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow  ; or 
HODGES,  FJGGIS,  & C>7.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[0.  6855—188.] 


1893. 

Price  Three  Halfpence . 


New  Series  of  Reports 


.Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following1  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1185.  Callao 

0 . 

. . Id. 

1243.  Palermo  .. 

3id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

1244.  Naples 

• . 

Id. 

1187.  Chefoo 

. . 

..  lid.  i 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1188.  Munich 

, . 

..  2d. 

1246.  Madrid 

• • 

Id. 

1189.  Resht 

.. 

..  Id. 

3247.  Gothenburg 

• • 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

# . 

..  lid. 

1248.  Brindisi  .. 

, 4 

2ld. 

1191.  Batoum 

.,  lid. 

1249.  Fiume 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan  .. 

, , 

..  Id.  | 

1250.  Leghorn 

2|d. 

1193.  Amoy 

. . 

..  Id. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

5id, 

1194.  Zanzibar 

. . 

, 4d. 

1252.  Bitshire 

* # 

2d. 

1195.  Corunna  .. 

, , 

..  2d. 

1253.  Nagasaki  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 

..15id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

• e 

..  Id. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

lid. 

1198.  Nice.. 

.,  lid. 

1256.  Stockholm  .. 

lid. 

1199.  Kiungchow.. 

, , 

..  lid. 

1257.  Lisbon 

lid. 

1200.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1258.  Tientsin  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin  , . 

s . 

..  4|d.  | 

1259.  Port  Said  .. 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow  .. 

..  Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2|d. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

..  2id. 

1261.  Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  . . 

, . 

. . Id.  1 

1262.  Samoa 

id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

0 . 

..  2id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  . 

2|d. 

1206.  Suakin 

..  lid.  1 

1264.  Jeddah 

, , 

Id. 

1207.  Caracas  .» 

..  Id. 

1265.  Vienna 

, e 

3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

. . 

..  Id. 

1266.  Shanghai  . . 

, . 

3d. 

1209.  Nantes 

..  Id. 

1267.  Bangkok  . . 

lid. 

1210.  Tahiti 

. . 

..  2d. 

1268.  Meshed 

lid. 

1211.  Ichang 

3id.  I 

1269.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1212.  Wenchow  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1213.  Havana  ., 

. . 2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

..Id. 

1272.  Christiania 

5d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

. , 

..  id. 

1273.  Buda  Pesth 

. # 

id. 

1216.  Poochow  . . 

..  Id. 

1274.  New  York.. 

, , 

3d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

..  Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

7id. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz  , . 

. . 

..  lid. 

1276.  Alexandria.. 

lid. 

1219.  San  JosS  .. 

. A 

..  Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

, , 

2|d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

, . 

. . Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

, . 

3|d. 

1221.  Mogador 

. . 

..  2id. 

1279.  Bevrout 

6d. 

1222.  Berlin 

• . 

..  I'd. 

1280.  Pekin 

2|d. 

1223.  Rome 

. . 

. . Id. 

1281.  Salvador  . . 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

, . 

..  6.'d. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1225.  Barcelona  .. 

..  2id. 

1 283.  Buenos  Ayres 

8|d. 

1226.  Madeira 

. . 

..  5 id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1227.  Soul.. 

..  lid. 

, 1285.  Washington 

, , 

4id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

, . 

..  Id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1229.  Newchwang 

. . 

..  Id. 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1230.  Chungking.. 

. . 

..  lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam 

, # 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

. . 

. . Id. 

1289.  Manila 

, , 

2id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1290.  Bahia 

, , 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

. . 

..  3d. 

1291.  Munich 

Id. 

1234.  Tagaurog  . . 

. . 

..  2|d. 

1292.  Trieste 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

. . Id. 

1293.  Tunis 

• l 

4d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

. . 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo 

# _ 

, lid. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade  .. 

, , 

2d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor  .. 

..  Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe  . . 

Id. 

1239.  Madrid 

. . 

..  id. 

1297.  Stettin 

, , 

3d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

. . 

. . 2d. 

1298.  Rome 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

. . 

..  3d. 

1299.  Dantzig 

, # 

7d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  .. 

.. 

..  Id. 

1300.  Sofia  .. 

• • 

, 2|d. 
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Mr.  Carden  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Mexico , August  31,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico  for  the  Years 
1891  and  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  LIONEL  CARDEN. 


Report  on  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico  for  the  Years 
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MEXICO. 


Population. 


Health. 


Chances  of 
employment 
for  foreigners. 


Wages. 


No  new  census  has  been  taken  since  that  of  August,  1889, 
the  results  of  which  were  given  in  my  report  for  the  year  1890. 
The  population  of  the  capital  was  then  329,535,  and  that  of  the 
whole  federal  district  443,181. 

The  mortality  in  the  capital  in  the  year  1891  was  15,339 
(46  per  1,000),  and  in  1892,  17,359  (52^  per  1,000).  The 
increased  mortality  in  1892  was  due  in  great  measure  to  an 
epidemic  of  typhus  which  visited  Mexico  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  lasting  till  May,  1893.  To  give  an  idea  of  its  severity  I 
may  mention  that  in  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December  of  1892  there  were  1,000  more  deaths  than  in  the 
three  corresponding  months  of  1891.  Though,  so  far  as  I can 
learn,  it  has  never  been  demonstrated  by  actual  statistics  that 
the  health  of  the  city  is  influenced  by  the  amount  of  the  rainfall, 
it  is  popularly  believed  that  a dry  year  means  a sickly  one.  This 
idea  is  certainly  borne  out  in  the  present  instance,  as  the  year 
1892  was  exceptionally  dry,  the  rainfall  amounting  to  only  17| 
inches  as  against  26  inches  in  1891. 

There  are  comparatively  few  openings  for  foreigners  in  the 
city  of  Mexico  unless  they  come  provided  with  capital  to  start 
for  themselves  in  some  business,  and  I cannot  too  strongly  advise 
young  men  on  no  account  to  come  here  in  speculative  search  of 
employment.  There  are  always  more  unemployed  clerks  than 
there  is  work  to  be  done,  while  the  native  artisans,  many  of  whom 
are  very  proficient  in  their  respective  trades,  are  willing  to  work 
for  so  much  smaller  wages  than  foreigners  that  they  are  usually 
employed  in  preference  to  the  latter,  in  spite  of  their  defects  of 
laziness  and  irregularity. 

In  view  of  the  recent  considerable  fluctuations  in  exchange, 
it  would  be  only  misleading  to  quote  rates  of  wages  and  cost  of 
living  in  their  sterling  equivalent.  I will  therefore  give  them  in 
Mexican  dollars,  which,  for  the  purposes  of  rough  calculation, 
may  be  set  down  as  worth  between  25.  Qd.  and  2s.  1 0d.,  or  from 
7 dol.  to  8 dol.  to  the  1Z. 
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Earnings. 


Description. 

Amount. 

Remarks. 

From — 

1 

To— 

Clerks  . . 

Dol.  c. 
70  0 

Dol.  c. 
200  0 

Per  month 

Native  artisans,  such  as 
masons,  carpenters, 
blacksmiths,  painters, 
&c 

0 75 

1 50 

Per  day 

Foreign  artisans,  in  the 
comparatively  few 

cases  in  which  they 
are  employed. . 

2 50 

5 0 

Per  day 

Common  labourers 

0 37* 

0 50 

Per  day 

Domestic  servants — 
Coachmen 

15  0 

50  0 

Per  month,  without  board. 

Cooks 

6 0 

30  0 

Other  domestic  servants 
usually  receive  board  and 
lodging  in  addition  to 
their  wages 
Per  month 

Men-servants. . 

10  0 

30  0 

Per  month 

Women-servants 

4 0 

20  0 

Per  month 

House  rent  is  dear  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  is  usually  paid  House  rent, 
by  the  month  in  advance,  the  landlord  defraying  the  taxes.  A 
small  house  of,  say,  five  rooms  with  kitchen,  in  good  repair,  will 
rent  for  from  40  dol.  to  80  dol.  per  month,  according  to  situation. 

Similar  accommodation  in  an  apartment  house  will  cost  about 
one- third  less. 

The  charge  for  board  at  the  principal  restaurants,  comprising  Cost  of  living 
coffee  or  chocolate  in  the  morning,  and  two  principal  meals,  is 
30  dol.  per  month,  but  the  same  amount  of  meals  may  be  obtained 
at  cheaper  establishments  as  low  as  15  dol.  per  month. 

The  following  are  the  prices  of  some  of  the  principal  Price  of 
necessaries  of  life  : — provisions. 


Articles. 

Prices. 

From — 

To— 

Dol.  c. 

Dol.  c. 

Beef 

Per  lb. 

0 15 

0 37* 

Bread  . . 

99  • * 

0 8 

0 12 

Butter  . . 

99  * * 

0 40 

1 0 

Milk 

Per  quart 

0 9* 

0 12 

Eggs .. 

Per  dozen 

0 24 

0 48 

Flour 

Per  lb. 

0 8 

0 10 

Coffee  

0 30 

0 40 

Tea  

99  ' ’ 

1 25 

3 0 

Kerosene 

Per  tin  of  5 
gallons 

2 50 

3 0 

(1641) 
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MEXICO, 


Municipal 

finances. 


The  following  table  shows  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the 
municipal  government  of  Mexico  for  the  calendar  years  1891  and 
1892. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  although  the  sterling  equivalents 
of  these  figures  appear  to  show  a considerable  falling-off  in  1892, 
the  depreciation  of  silver  does  not  really  affect  the  municipal 
revenue  to  any  considerable  extent,  as  all  the  expenses  are  payable 
in  silver  with  the  single  exception  of  the  service  of  the  foreign 
debt. 

The  basis  for  comparison,  therefore,  must  be  the  dollar,  and 
not  the  II.  sterling. 

Revenue. 


Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

Proportion  of  federal 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

£ 

£ 

duties 

1,693,480 

1,635,896  | 

266,370 

228,344 

Municipal  revenue 

1,261,014 

1,233,776 

198,347 

172,215 

Miscellaneous  receipts. . 

' 298,318 

325,764 

46,623 

45,471 

Total 

3,252,812 

3,195,436  j 

511,640 

446,030 

Expenditure. 


Yalue. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 



1891. 

1892. 

’ 

1891. 

1892. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

£ 

£ 

Cost  of  administration  . 

386,320 

343,490  1 

60,764 

47,945 

Schools  . . 

164,967 

206,130 

25,948 

28,772 

Police  . . 

65,339 

66,154 

10,277 

21,007 

9,235 

Prisons 

133,559 

151,196 

21,104 

Hospitals 

182,500 

183,000 

28,705 

25,544 

Public  lighting 

231,382 

244,445 

36,393 

34,120 

Public  works 

804,850 

360,815 

527,475 

126,596 

73,627 

Miscellaneous  . . 
Service  of  municipal 
debt— interest  and 

429,428 

56,753 

59,941 

sinking  fund 

923,080 

1,044,118 

145,197 

145,742 

Total  . . 

3,252,812 

3,195,436 

511,640 

446,030 

^ Note.— The  average  rate  of  exchange  in  1891  was  37 Id.  to  the  dollar,  and  in 
1892  it  was  33 \d. 
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The  increase  in  the  municipal  revenue,  which,  as  will  be  seen  Amount  of 
from  the  accompanying  table,  has  been  very  steady  during  the  municipal 
past  10  years,  was  checked  in  1892,  owing  to  the  financial  revenue- 
depression  occasioned  by  the  almost  complete  loss  of  the  maize 
harvest  throughout  the  country,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe 
that  the  falling-off  was  very  small. 


Revenue  of  the  Municipality  during  the  Years  1883-92. 


Years. 

Amount. 

1883  

Dollars. 

1,425,511 

1884  .. 

1,249,228 

1885  

1,401,970 

1886  

1,807,666 

1887  

1,911,308 

1888  

. . 

1,973,769 

1889  

2,152,241 

1890  

2,572,683 

3,252,812 

1891 

1892  .. 

3,195,436 

The  revenue  is  derived  from  two  principal  sources — -firstly,  gourceg  0f 
from  a proportion  of  certain  federal  duties  and  contributions  municipal 
collected  within  the  federal  district,  the  details  of  which  were  revenue, 
given  in  my  report  for  1886  ,■  and,  secondly,  from  the  proceeds  of 
purely  municipal  taxation.  The  most  productive  branches  of  the 
latter  are  licenses  for  the  sale  of  liquors,  revenue  from  markets 
and  slaughter-houses,  pawnbroking  licenses,  tax  on  carriages  and 
cab  licenses,  duty  on  house  frontages,  water  rates,  and  rents  from 
municipal  properties.  As  the  piping  of  the  water  has  been  prac- 
tically finished,  the  revenue  from  this  source  will  be  probably 
nearly  doubled  in  the  ensuing  year. 

The  miscellaneous  receipts  in  1891  and  1892  comprehended  the 
balance  on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  1891  amounting  to 
144,000  dol.,  and  about  500,000  dol.  which  remained  over  from 
the  1,000,000  dol.  of  the  proceeds  of  the  municipal  loan,  which  it 
was  decided  should  be  set  aside  towards  defraying  the  cost  of 
certain  public  works. 

The  administration  of  all  branches  of  the  municipal  govern-  Heads  of 
ment,  including  the  collection  of  taxes,  and  the  cost  of  the  expenditure- 
government  of  the  federal  district,  which  is  defrayed  out  of  the 
municipal  treasury,  amounted  in  1892  to  343,490  dol.  government 
(47,9452.). 

The  following  schools  were  maintained  by  the  municipalitv  in  School* 
1892 
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Number  of  Schools. 

For  boys 

51 

„ girls  

50 

Mixed  schools 

3 

Night  schools  for  adults 

9 

Total 

113 

The  inscription  of  pupils  was  21,159,  and  the  average  daily- 
attendance  was  10,178. 

The  cost  of  these  schools  was — 


Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

For  salaries 

108,686 

15,170 

Furniture,  books,  &c. 

62,423 

8,713 

H ouse  rent  . . 

35,021 

4,889 

Total  . . 

206,130 

28,772 

Police 


Prisons. 


Hospitals. 


Public 

lighting. 


Besides  these,  and  besides  the  schools  and  colleges  supported 
by  the  Federal  Government,  there  are  62  private  free  schools 
and  195  paying  schools,  with  an  average  attendance  of  10,355 
pupils. 

The  police  force  of  the  capital  is  directly  controlled  by  an 
inspector-general  appointed  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  the 
cost  of  its  maintenance  is  defrayed  principally  out  of  the  Federal 
Budget.  The  cost  of  that  part  of  the  force  paid  by  the  munici- 
pality was  66,154  dol.  (9,23 hi.)  for  the  year  1892. 

The  maintenance  of  the  city  jail  cost  during  1892,  151,196  dol. 
(21,104/.),  of  which  sum  about  one-half  represents  the  expense  of 
the  prisoners’  food.  The  average  cost  per  head  of  the  daily 
rations  was  6-^-  c.  (about  2d.). 

The  city  hospitals  are  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Federal 
Government,  the  municipal  treasury  contributing  500  dol.  per 
day  towards  their  maintenance. 

The  principal  public  hospitals  are  those  of  San  Andres,  Jesus, 
San  Pedro  y San  Pablo,  Churubusco,  and  Juarez,  the  latter  being 
reserved  exclusively  for  prison  service.  There  are  also  a lying-in 
hospital,  and  one  for  children’s  diseases,  and  two  lunatic  asylums, 
one  for  each  sex. 

The  public  lighting  of  the  city  is  supplied  by  208  gas  lamps, 
326  electric  arc  lights  of  2,000  candle-power,  and  151  of  1,200 
candle-power,  and  1.624  oil  and  naphtha  lamps. 

The  cost  of  each  clas3  of  lighting  per  hour  was  as  follows : — 
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Description. 

Amount. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Cents. 

d. 

2,000  candle-power  electric  light.. 

lit 

3t2o 

1,200  „ „ .. 

10i 

Oil  and  naphtha  lamps 

Q 49 
V 100 

Gas  . . 

It 

0-4-6- 

uioo 

This  heading  comprehends  the  paving  of  the  streets,  the  Public  works, 
laying  of  pipes  for  the  water  supply,  construction  of  and  repairs  to 
sewers,  and  alterations  and  repairs  to  municipal  buildings.  The 
expenses  under  this  head  were  527,4 75  dol.  (73,627 /.).  I may 
here  mention  that  the  system  of  paving  the  streets  with  asphalte 
blocks,  which  has  been  adopted  during  the  past  3 years,  has 
proved  to  give  far  better  results  than  the  wood  pavements. 

These  blocks  are  made  of  a mixture  of  pulverised  asphalte  and 
limestone  rock  cemented  together  under  heavy  pressure ; and 
laid  on  a foundation  of  rubble.  Under  the  existing  contract  the 
‘municipality  pay  8 dol.  60  c.  (1/.  4.<?.)  per  square  metre  of  the 
pavement,  the  contractors  being  obliged  to  keep  it  in  good  repair 
for  6 years. 

The  miscellaneous  expenses  comprise  the  cleaning  of  the  city,  Miscellaneous, 
the  conservation  and  administration  of  the  water  supply,  main- 
tenance of  the  public  cemetery  and  of  the  public  gardens  and 
promenades,  and  a host  of  minor  items,  the  total  cost  of  which 
amounted  in  1892  to  429,428  dol.  (59,941/.). 

The  municipal  loan  of  the  city  of  Mexico  was  issued  in  Municipal 
London  in  January,  1889,  by  the  Trustees  and  Executors  debt- 
Corporation. 

The  amount  of  the  issue  was  2,400,000/.  in  5 per  cent,  bonds, 
the  interest  being  payable  quarterly,  and  the  principal  to  be 
redeemed  at  par  by  a sinking  fund  of  1 per  cent,  per  annum 
applied  to  half  yearly  drawings.  The  amount  outstanding  on 
December  31,  1892,  was  2,363,100/. 

The  net  proceeds  of  the  issue  as  received  by  the  municipal 
government  amounted  to  9,621,197  dol.  in  Mexican  silver,  of 
which  8,621,197  dol.  were  turned  over  to  the  managing  committee 
of  the  drainage  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico,  and  the  remainder 
was  reserved  to  help  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  city  waterworks. 

The  service  of  the  debt  in  the  year  1892,  including  interest 
and  sinking  fund,  amounted  to  144,000/.,  which  was  equivalent 
in  Mexican  money,  at  the  actual  rates  of  exchange  on  the  days 
when  the  remittances  were  made,  to  1,042,099  dol.,  to  which 
must  be  added  2,019  dol.  for  general  expenses,  making  a total 
of  1,044,118  dol. 

The  municipality  has  no  other  debt  besides  this. 

The  great  work  of  the  drainage  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  is  now  Drainage  of 
within  measurable  distance  of  its  completion.  the  Valley. 


8 


MEXICO. 


On  May  16,  7,470  lineal  yards  of  the  tunnel  (6,895  metres) 
had  been  completed,  out  of  a total  of  10,857  lineal  yards  (10,022 
metres),  and  of  the  3,387  lineal  yards  (3,127  metres)  which  still 
remained,  983  yards  (907  metres)  of  heading — perhaps  the 
most  troublesome  part  of  the  work — had  been  already  done. 

In  the  grand  canal,  which,  when  finished,  will  be  51,545  yards 
long,  9,550,775  cubic  yards  (7,301,816  cubic  metres)  had  been 
excavated  on  that  date  out  of  a total  of  15,113,617  cubic  yards 
(11,554,752  cubic  metres). 

The  total  cost  of  the  tunnel  and  canal,  from  the  time  when 
the  present  committee  of  management  took  charge  in  1886,  down 
to  May  of  this  year,  has  been  9,189,295  dol.,  equivalent,  at  an 
average  rate  of  exchange  of  6 doh  50  c.  to  the  1/.,  to 
1,41 3,738b 

Though  a good  deal  of  money  had  been  expended  before  that 
date,  mostly  in  surveying  and  preliminary  work,  very  little  of  the 
tunnel  and  canal  had  been  actually  constructed,  so  that  the 
measurements  given  above  may  be  fairly  taken  to  represent  the 
work  done  for  the  foregoing  amount. 

The  cost  of  the  work  has  proved  to  be  heavier  than  was 
expected. 

Owing  to  the  unexpected  amount  of  water  which  was  cut  in 
making  the  tunnel,  as  mentioned  in  my  report  for  the  year  1890, 
the  cost  per  lineal  metre  has  averaged  475  dob,  or  about  73/.,  a 
sum  very  much  in  excess  of  the  contract  price.  Seeing  what  a 
heavy  loss  they  were  working  at,  the  committee  agreed  to  rescind 
their  contract  with  Messrs.  Read  and  Campbell,  and  continued 
the  work  for  their  own  account  under  the  administration  of  the 
former  contractors.  The  whole  tunnel  was  originally  estimated 
to  cost  approximately  2,350,000  dol.  (361,538/.),  but  will  probably 
really  cost  about  50  per  cent,  in  excess  of  this.  As  all  the  venti- 
lating shafts  are  finished  and  equipped,  and  as  the  water  is  now 
completely  dominated  along  the  whole  line  of  the  tunnel,  it  is 
probable  that  the  estimate  of  1,320,592  dol.  (203,168/.)  for 
finishing  the  work,  which  is  based  on  the  actual  average  cost  per 
metre  up  to  the  present  time,  will  be  found  to  be  within  the 
mark. 

When  the  contract  for  making  the  canal  was  concluded  with 
Messrs.  Pearson  and  Son  in  1889,  the  cost  was  estimated  at  about 
6,500,000  dol.  (1,000,000/). 

Under  this  contract  a sum  of  approximately  5,000,000  dol. 
has  been  already  spent,  and  estimating  the  5,562,840  cubic  yards 
(4,252,936  cubic  metres)  to  be  done  at  72Tr^-  c.,  or  about  2s.  3 d. 
(which  has  been  the  average  price  during  the  past  few  months), 
3,087,632  dol.  (475,020/.)  more  will  be  required  to  complete  it. 

Calculated  from  the  standpoint  of  the  original  estimates  for 
the  tunnel  and  canal,  about  34  per  cent,  of  the  whole  work  still 
remains  to  be  done,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  4,408,220  dol. 
(678,188/.),  which  being  based  on  the  results  obtained  from  actual 
experience  extended  over  a considerable  period,  is  probably 
sufficiently  accurate. 
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To  meet  this  outlay  there  remains  only  1,478,547  dol. 
(227,469/.)  of  the  original  fund,  so  that  about  3,000,000  dol. 
(461,538/.)  will  have  to  be  provided  in  some  other  way. 

In  view  of  the  innumerable  difficulties  which  it  is  impossible 
in  practice  to  anticipate  in  dealing  with  an  enterprise  of  such 
magnitude  (comprising  as  it  does  more  than  6 miles  of  tunnel 
and  30  miles  of  canal),  an  under  estimate  of  cost  of  one-third  of 
the  total  amount  cannot  be  considered  to  be  excessive. 

The  amount  coined  at  the  mint,  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  in 
1891-92  was  as  follows  : — 


Amount. 

1891. 

1892. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Gold  

177,826 

220,015 

Silver 

8,213,400 

9,565,000 

Copper  . . 

145,441 

129,076 

Total  

8,536,667 

9,914,091 

In  the  early  part  of  1893  the  Government,  by  arrangement 
with  the  lessees  of  the  mint,  rescinded  their  lease  and  assumed 
control  of  it  themselves.  Henceforth  it  will  be  administered  as  a 
Government  establishment. 

In  spite  of  the  poor  harvests  of  1890  and  1891  the  latter  year  was 
r.ot  an  unfavourable  one  for  the  commerce  of  the  capital,  judging 
from  the  introduction  of  merchandise,  which  showed  a small 
increase  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  due  in  the  case  of  the 
foreign  importations  to  the  favourable  rate  of  exchange  that  ruled 
during  the  first  8 or  9 months.  In  1892,  however,  the  loss  of  a 
large  proportion  of  the  maize  crop  throughout  the  country, 
coming  as  it  did  at  the  same  time  with  a very  considerable  fall  in 
the  price  of  silver,  produced  a great  tightness  in  the  money 
market,  and  had  the  effect  of  checking  the  introduction  of  foreign 
goods,  and  also,  but  to  a less  extent,  of  domestic  produce. 

Unfortunately,  no  statistics  have  been  published  showing  the 
values  of  the  foreign  goods  imported  during  1891  and  1892,  so  I 
shall  confine  myself  to  mentioning  the  duties  collected  in  the 
capital  on  the  introduction  of  such  goods  for  consumption,  as  the 
only  means  of  comparing  the  movement  of  trade  in  those  years 
with  that  of  the  preceding  one. 


Years. 

Duties 

Collected. 

Difference 
as  Compared 
with  1890. 

Dollars. 

Per  cent. 

1890  

426,422 

1891  

456,481 

7 (increase) 

1892  

343,768 

19  (decrease) 

Coinage. 
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The  domestic  produce  introduced  into  the  capital  in  the  past 
three  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Years. 

Value. 

Difference 
as  Compared 
with  1890. 

Dollars. 

Per  cent. 

1890  

22,635,207 

,, 

1891  

23,634,802 

4|  (increase) 

1892  

21,327,775 

6 (decrease) 

Few  people  realise  to  its  full  extent  the  extraordinary  vitality 
shown  by  Mexico  in  having  been  able  to  support  such  a combi- 
nation of  bad  luck  as  fell  to  its  lot  in  1892,  not  only  without  a 
financial  crisis,  but  even  without  the  occurrence  of  a single 
failure  of  importance,  a fact  which  affords  the  strongest  proof  of 
the  conservative  way  in  which  business  is  conducted  here. 

Unfortunately,  the  statistics  of  the  agricultural  produce 
raised  in  Mexico  are  so  defective  as  to  be  quite  useless  in  deter- 
mining the  actual  money  loss  to  the  country  by  the  failure  of  the 
maize  harvest.  I may  mention,  however,  that  the  proportion  of 
the  loss  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from  40  per  cent,  to  60 
per  cent,  of  a normal  year’s  crop,  while  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
amount  I may  say  that  one-half  of  the  population,  or  nearly 
6,000,000  people,  depend  almost  entirely  on  maize  for  their  daily 
food. 

About  14,000,000  dol.  were  spent  in  importing  maize  from 
the  United  States  to  feed  the  poorer  classes,  which  the  existence 
of  the  railways  happily  made  it  possible  to  distribute  about  in 
those  districts  where  it  was  most  urgently  needed,  thus  averting 
the  horrors  of  famine,  which  at  one  time  appeared  imminent. 
Besides  this,  the  loss  to  the  farmers  was,  of  course,  very  large, 
and  this  again  reacted  on  the  railways  by  curtailing  the  traffic 
receipts  on  the  movement  of  grain,  and  on  the  commercial 
classes  by  restricting  the  amount  of  sales.  At  the  same  time 
the  price  of  silver  fell  far  below  the  lowest  figure  it  had  ever 
reached  before,  thus  heightening  the  cost  of  foreign  goods,  and 
imposing  on  the  Government  a heavier  burden  in  the  payment 
of  interest  on  its  foreign  debt  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
conditions  of  the  country  were  least  able  to  meet  a fresh  call  on 
its  resources. 

The  Government  then  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  been 
able,  in  the  face  of  such  a disastrous  combination  of  circum- 
stances, to  meet  its  obligations  punctually,  the  more  so  that  the 
crop3  now  about  to  be  harvested  are  so  far  above  the  average  as 
to  ensure  a prosperous  incoming  year. 

The  exchange  on  London  for  bills,  at  60  days’  sight,  during 
the  past  three  years,  has  been  as  follows: — 


Exchange. 
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Years. 

Exchange  on  London  at  60  Days,  per 
Mexican  Dollar. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Mean. 

d. 

d. 

d. 

1890  .. 

45| 

36| 

40 

1891 

41i 

36 

37f 

1892  

36| 

31! 

33! 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  variation  between  the  highest  quota- 
tion in  1890  and  the  lowest  in  1892,  amounted  to  Is.  2 d.  in  the 
dollar,  from  which  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  element  of 
uncertainty  introduced  into  all  commercial  calculations. 

Although,  as  I have  already  said,  no  statistics  have  been  Nature  of  the 
published  of  the  imports  of  foreign  goods  into  the  capital  during  imports, 
the  past  two  years,  an  analysis  of  the  total  imports  into  the  whole 
Republic  in  the  fiscal  year  1890-91,  issued  quite  recently  by  the 
finance  department,  shows  the  countries  of  origin  of  the  different 
merchandise  introduced,  which  applies  equally  to  the  trade  of  the 
federal  district,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest. 

If  we  exclude  the  articles  entered  free  of  duty,  such  as  rail- 
way material  and  rolling  stock,  heavy  machinery,  steel  for 
mining  purposes,  coal,  quicksilver,  explosives,  live-stock,  &c., 
which  for  the  most  part  do  not  enter  into  the  federal  district 
for  consumption,  the  principal  imports,  according  to  the  classifica- 
tion of  the  customs  tariff,  and  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
magnitude,  are  as  follows: — 1.  Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 
cotton,  25  per  cent.  2.  Provisions,  including  wines  and  spirits, 

19  per  cent.  3.  Iron  and  steel,  and  manufactures  of  iron  and 
steel,  6^  per  cent.  4.  Wool,  and  manufactures  of  wool,  6^  per 
cent.  5.  Drugs  and  chemicals,  5J  per  cent.  6.  Paper,  and 
manufactures  of  paper,  4J  per  cent. 

Raw  cotton  is  imported  almost  exclusively  from  the  United  Cotton  goods. 
States. 

Piece-goods  represent  about  60  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports 
under  the  head  of  cotton.  The  inferior  grades,  both  in  plain 
goods  and  in  prints,  are  in  much  the  largest  demand.  About 
60  per  cent,  of  these  goods  come  from  England,  30  per  cent, 
from  the  United  States,  and  the  remainder  from  France  and 
Germany. 

Cotton  thread  and  elastic  come  almost  entirely  from  England. 

About  half  the  lace  imported  comes  from  England,  and  the 
remainder  from  France  and  the  United  States. 

Hosiery  and  passementerie  come  principally  from  France  and 
Germany. 

About  25  per  cent,  of  the  imports  under  this  head  represents  Provisions, 
wines  and  spirits,  which  are  imported  from  France  and  Spain  in 
nearly  equal  quantities,  together  with  a little  from  the  United 
States  and  from  Italy. 
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Three-fourths  of  the  beer  and  cider  imported  comes  from  the 
United  States,  and  nearly  all  the  remainder  from  Germany. 

Barley,  wheat,  maize,  Hour  of  all  kinds,  biscuits,  fresh  fruit 
and  vegetables,  potatoes,  and  lard,  which  together  amount  to  one- 
fourth  of  the  total  of  provisions,  are  introduced  almost  entirely 
from  the  United  States. 

Other  articles,  such  as  preserved  fish  and  meats,  cheese,  pre- 
served fruits,  sardines  (of  which  there  is  a very  large  consumption), 
and  condiments,  are  imported  principally  from  the  United  States, 
Spain,  and  France. 

Almost  all  the  iron  and  steel  in  a crude  form,  such  as  bar, 
angle,  sheet,  &c.,  come  from  the  United  States  and  England  in 
nearly  equal  proportions. 

Iron  beams  come  principally  from  Belgium,  but  some  also  from 
the  United  States. 

Three-fourths  of  the  corrugated  iron  roofing  comes  from 
England,  and  the  remainder  is  divided  between  the  United  States 
and  Belgium. 

The  United  States  supply  two-thirds  of  the  tools  and  imple- 
ments for  artisans,  England  coming  next  with  only  one-fifth,  the 
remainder  being  from  Germany  and  France. 

Two-thirds  of  the  nails,  screws  and  rivets  also  come  from  the 
United  States,  while  the  remainder  comes  from  Germany,  France, 
and  in  a smaller  proportion  from  England. 

Finally,  the  United  States  supply  two-thirds  of  the  unspecified 
manufactures,  and  Germany  somewhat  less  than  a fourth,  the 
difference  being  made  up  by  England  and  Franco. 

Piece-goods  represent  about  65  per  cent,  of  the  total  importa- 
tion of  woollen  goods,  the  lighter  cloths  being  the  ones  for  which 
there  is  the  greatest  demand.  Nearly  half  of  these  goods  come 
from  France  and  one-fourth  from  England,  the  remainder  being 
divided  between  Germany,  the  United  States,  and  Belgium. 

Hosiery  comes  principally  from  Germany  and  France,  and  a 
little  from  the  United  States. 

55  per  cent,  of  the  ready-made  clothing  comes  from  the  United 
States,  and  almost  all  the  rest  from  France. 

The  importation  of  woollen  carpets  is  comparatively  small. 
These  are  almost  all  of  English  make. 

Under  this  head  are  included  mineral  oils,  which  represent 
36  per  cent,  of  the  total,  and  come  entirely  from  the  United 
States,  and  paints  of  all  kinds  which  come  from  the  United 
States,  Germany,  France,  and  in  a lesser  degree  from  England. 

Of  the  drugs  and  chemicals  proper,  60  per  cent,  come  from 
the  United  States,  and  26  per  cent,  from  France,  and  the 
remainder  from  Germany  and  England. 

Packing  and  printing  paper  is  manufactured  in  considerable 
quantity  in  Mexico,  so  that  the  imports  are  proportionately  small. 
What  is  imported  comes  mostly  from  the  United  States  and 
Germany. 

A very  large  quantity  of  paper  for  making  cigarettes,  and 
also  of  writing  paper  of  a certain  kind  is  imported  from  Spain 
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Ordinary  foolscap  and  notepaper  comes  from  the  United  States, 

Germany,  France,  and  England. 

Printed  books  and  music  come  from  France,  Spain,  and  the 
United  States. 

Printed  forms,  of  which  a considerable  quantity  is  imported, 
come  almost  entirely  from  the  United  States. 

Finally,  playing  cards  come  from  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

From  a careful  study  of  these  returns  it  would  appear  that  Openings  for 
there  are  several  branches  of  trade  which  have  been  quite  British  trade, 
neglected  hitherto  by  English  manufacturers  and  exporters,  and 
in  which  they  might  be  able  to  compete  successfully  with  other 
nations,  at  any  rate  to  some  extent. 

As  examples  of  this  I may  mention  the  following: — 

1.  Earthenware,  glass,  and  china,  among  the  importations  of 
which  English  goods  scarcely  appear  at  all.  At  one  time  the 
glass  and  crockery  most  in  use  in  Mexico  was  of  the  commonest 
quality,  but  of  late  years  the  demand  for  a better  article  lias  been 
on  the  increase. 

2.  Carriages  and  carts  are  almost  exclusively  of  American  and 
French  make  (the  latter  in  much  smaller  proportion).  Owing  to 
the  similarity  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  as  regards 
the  badness  of  the  country  roads,  it  is  perhaps  only  natural  that 
the  class  of  vehicles  which  has  been  found  to  be  most  serviceable 
in  the  former  country  should  also  be  most  used  here.  There  is 
no  reason,  however,  why  English  carriages  should  not  be  imported 
for  town  use. 

3.  English  leather  goods,  such  as  saddlery  and  harness  and 
boots  and  shoes,  are  very  rarely  to  be  found  in  Mexico,  and 
although  they  are  much  dearer  than  American  or  French  goods, 
their  superior  quality  is  so  well  recognised  as  to  insure  their 
acceptance  among  certain  classes  if  properly  pushed. 

4.  Besides  these  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  English 
lamps,  furnishing  hardwares,  cutlery,  tools,  and  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, should  not  find  a market  here  as  much  as  American  or 
German  goods  of  a similar  kind. 

In  a previous  report  I called  attention  to  the  want  of  English  Want  of 
importing  houses  in  Mexico,  and  I think  there  is  little  doubt  that  English 
it  is  in  great  measure  due  to  this  that  English  goods  do  not  find 
a larger  market  here. 

Although  it  may  be  true  in  a general  way  that  patriotism  does 
not  enter  much  into  business,  and  that  English  goods  can  be  as 
well  sold  through  the  medium  of  a German  firm  as  through  an 
English  one,  I think  it  will  be  found  in  practice  that  a merchant 
will  take  a greater  interest  in  pushing  the  sale  of  the  products  of 
his  own  country,  probably  consigned  to  him  by  a firm  with  which 
lie  has  had  long  standing  relations,  than  he  would  in  recommend- 
ing foreign  goods  sent  him  by  a foreign  correspondent  of  whom 
he  knows  little  or  nothing. 

Catalogues  and  price  lists  are  no  doubt  valuable  up  to  a 
certain  point,  and  active  and  intelligent  agents  can  do  a great 
deal  for  trade,  but  there  is  no  question  that  in  order  to  get  people 
to  purchase  goods  which  are  new  to  them,  they  must  be  pushed 
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in  a way  which  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  that  old  established 
houses  will  do,  which  probably  have  somewhat  similar  articles  of 
their  own  to  sell. 

The  remedy,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  be  found  in  the  establish- 
ment of  some  kind  of  a co-operative  store  for  receiving  and  selling 
English  goods  on  consignment,  the  cost  and  profit  of  which  might 
be  shared  by  the  manufacturers  and  shippers  of  the  goods,  thus 
ensuring  a closer  attention  to  their  interests  than  they  could  get 
elsewhere,  and  probably  at  a less  expense. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  the  value  of  the 
domestic  produce  entered  into  the  city  of  Mexico  for  con- 
sumption showed  remarkably  little  falling  off  in  1892  as 
compared  with  1891,  considering  the  great  distress  which  existed 
throughout  the  country  in  that  year,  and  which  could  not  fail  to 
react  to  a certain  extent  on  the  capital. 

Makket  Value  of  Domestic  Produce  and  Manufactures  intro- 
duced into  the  City  of  Mexico  in  the  Years  1891-92. 


Articles. 

Value. 

1891. 

1892. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Food — 

Cattle,  sheep,  pigs 

4,174,467 

3,429,963 

Eggs,  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. . 

729,801 

692,902 

Wheat  and  wheat  flour. . 

2,014,492 

2,449,276 

Maize 

1,102,898 

1.237,631 

Beaus 

468,871 

252,349 

Sugar 

904,014 

939,479 

Coffee 

277,745 

181,679 

Bice  . . . . . . 

187,996 

193,759 

Peppers  . . 

315,209 

221,985 

Liquors  — 

2,713,747 

Pulque  .. 

2,563,511 

Spirits  . . 

739,314 

711,875 

90,882 

Beer 

41,630 

Tobacco — 

Leaf 

659,879 

973,003 

Manufactured  . . 

221,063 

219,234 

Building  materials — 

Lumber  . . 

924,417 

382,229 

767,582 

Bricks  and  stone 

368,537 

Lime,  sand,  and  cement 

296,045 

259,803 

Iron  and  marble 

115,063 

128,831 

Cotton — 

Baw 

154,825 

18,486 

Manufactures  of. . 

2,142,511 

1,990,669 

Wool— 

Baw 

239,180 

122,411 

284,028 

Manufactures  of. . 

415,554 

Miscellaneous 

4,413,852 

3,229,898 

Total  . . . . . . ! 

23,634,802 

21,327,773 

Note.— The  value  of  the  foreign  raw  cotton  imported  into  the  city  of  Mexico 
in  1892  was  576,762  dol. 
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Conclusion. 


In  conclusion,  I cannot  but  repeat  what  I have  maintained 
in  so  many  previous  reports,  that  the  trade  of  this  country  is 
well  worth  looking  after,  the  more  so  that  competition  is  each 
year  becoming  keener  all  over  the  world.  Mexico,  it  is  true,  does 
not  offer  the  prospects  of  such  large  profits  as  may  be  made  in 
some  other  countries,  since  the  tendency  both  in  commerce  and 
enterprise  is  perhaps  ultra-conservative,  but  neither,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  traders  obliged  to  take  heavy  risks  here.  If  proof  were 
wanted  of  this  and  of  the  high  standard  of  commercial  probity 
which  holds  throughout  the  country,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact 
that,  in  spite  of  the  widespread  distress  arising  from  three  bad 
harvests  running,  there  have  been  no  bankruptcies  of  any 
consequence. 

Moreover,  as  I have  pointed  out  in  my  report  on  the 
depreciation  of  silver,*  although  the  cost  of  foreign  goods  in  silver 
money  at  the  present  exchange  is  much  greater  than  it  was  two 
or  three  years  ago,  the  difference  is  more  than  compensated  by 
the  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports,  which  is  going  on 
steadily  year  by  year. 

Finally,  the  Finance  Minister  (Mr.  Limantour)  is  fully  alive 
to  the  necessity  of  removing  all  regulations  which  only  serve  to 
hamper  trade,  and  has  already  given  the  best  proof  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  convictions  by  the  abolition  last  April,  in  the  face 
of  bitter  opposition,  of  the  system  of  fines  for  errors  in  Consular 
invoices,  which  has  from  time  immemorial  been  the  stumbling 
block  of  foreign  importers. 
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FRANCE, 

PARIS. 


Mr.  Phipps  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Paris , September  15,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a Report  which  I 
have  drawn  up  on  French  Finance  for  1893.  The  pressure  of 
public  business  this  summer  has  necessitated  it  being  greatly 
abridged,  and  it  merely  professes  to  depict  the  salient  features  of 
the  Financial  Position  of  France. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  C.  H.  PIIIPPS. 
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FRANCE. 


Sum  of 
6,000,000?. 
unprovided 
for  in  Budget. 

Important 
fiscal  reforms. 


General  Remarks  on  French  Budget  for  1894. 

The  Budget  project  for  1894  submitted  to  the  Chambers  in 
May,  and  now  passed,  provides  for  receipts  amounting  to 
137,500,000/.,  and  the  expenditure  estimated  at  about  8,000/. 
less,  showing,  when  compared  with  1893,  an  increase  of  expendi- 
ture of  about  3,200,000/.  This  latter  amount  does  not,  as  the 
Minister  points  out,  convey  really  an  increase  of  that  extent,  for 
840,000/.  are  absorbed  by  the  liquidation  of  the  hitherto  existing 
funds  of  the  “ Chemins  Vicinaux,5’  or  roads,  the  maintenance  of 
which  has  been  obligatory  on  the  communes,  and  those  of  the 
schools.  This  expenditure  is  met  by  corresponding  excess  of 
receipts  ; therefore,  the  real  increase  of  expenditure  oniy  amounts 
to  2,360,000/.  This  sum  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Demanded  by  the  Ministry  of  Marine  for  defensive  works  on 

£ 

the  coast 

Demanded  by  the  Ministry  of  War  for  increase  of  the  effective 

480,000 

military  force  . . 

Demanded  for  increase  of  salaries  in  the  postal  and  telegraphic 

80,000 

department  . . . . . . . . . . (nearJy) 

Demanded  for  the  State  guarantee  of  interest  for  railway 

400,000 

companies 

1,360,000 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  a sum  of  2,000,000/.  in 
excess  of  that  required  for  last  year,  and  due  to  the  Lyons  Com- 
pany, does  not  figure  in  the  Budget,  but  is  thrown  on  the  Floating 
Debt. 

It  may  also  be  remarked  that  M.  Peytral  does  not  make  pro- 
vision for  a sum  of  6,000,000/.  on  account  of  sexennial  obligations 
falling  due  in  1894.  He  simply  renews  his  bills  and  leaves  the 
amount  unpaid. 

In  the  present  year  two  very  important  fiscal  reforms  are 
effected  in  France  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  Budget 
statement,  but  neither  is  incorporated  into  the  present  Budget : 
the  u Beforme  des  Boissons,”  or  modification  of  the  entire  inci- 
dence of  taxation  on  spirits,  wines,  &c.,  and  the  alteration  of  the 
tax  on  doors  and  windows.  The  object  of  the  “ Boissons”  reform 
may  be  briefly  stated  to  aim  at  relieving  so-termed  hygienic 
beverages,  such  as  wine,  beer,  and  cyder,  and  at  compensating 
the  Treasury  by  an  increase  of  the  charge  on  actual  spirits. 
The  taxes  on  the  former  articles  are  reduced  by  about  3,900,000/., 
whilst  the  increase  of  the  taxation  on  spirituous  liquors  amounts 
to  about  20,000/.  more  than  that  sum.  The  reform  being  self- 
compensating,  but  yet  being  in  its  details  of  a very  important 
character  and  calculated  to  interfere  with  many  important  vested 
interests,  the  Chamber  wisely  decided  on  leaving  it  outside  the 
orbit  of  the  Budget. 

The  suppression  of  the  tax  on  doors  and  windows  also  remains 
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outside  the  Budget,  and  is  compensated  by  a new  tax,  which  may 
be  defined  as  being  on  land  used  for  building  purposes,  and  which 
will  produce  about  26,000/.  more  than  the  abolished  tax . 

The  various  items  of  revenue  are  composed  as  follows  : — • 

1.  Direct  Taxes. — Slightly  over  20,000,000/.,  the  largest 
items  being  derived  from  “ patentes,”  or  trade  licences  (about 
4,900,000/.),  from  land  tax  4,700,000/.,  whilst  such  small  taxes  as 
those  on  clubs,  &c.,  produce  about  60,000/.,  on  billiard-rooms 
about  45,000/.,  on  velocipedes  about  60,000/.,  those  on  horses, 
carriages,  &c.,  yielding  500,000/. 

2.  Indirect  Taxes — 82,000,000/. ; taxes  of  registration  producing 
about  22,000,000/.,  which  include  legacy  and  succession  duties, 
about  8,000,000/.,  and  transfers  (transmission  entre  vifs),  about 
7,200,000/. 

Stamp  taxes,  under  this  heading,  produce  about  6,400,000/. ; 
the  4 per  cent,  tax  on  income  derived  from  real  property, 
2,800,000/.;  customs,  18,600,000/.  Various  miscellaneous  indirect 
taxes  produce  a total  of  24,000,000/.,  including  18,800,000/. 
derived  from  wines  and  spirits,  about  2,000,000/.  derived  from 
taxes  on  railway  tickets  and  goods  transports,  the  remainder 
being  made  up  by  sundry  smaller  licence  dues  and  taxes  on  the 
manufacture  of  certain  commodities.  Sugar,  a separate  item, 
produces  8,000,000/. 

3.  Monopolies  and  industrial  fabrication  undertaken  by  the  State 
produce  over  25,000,000/. 

Under  this  heading  is  comprised  gross  receipts  from  tobacco 
(15,000,000/.),  matches  (1,000,000/.),  postal  service  (about 
6,600,000/.),  telegraphs  (about  1,400,000/.),  telephones  (300,000/.). 
The  Mint  exhibits  only  a net  profit  of  20,000/.,  and  the  State 
Railways  a profit  of  only  320,000/. 

4.  The  State  Domains  ancl  Forests  produce  1,900,000/. 

5.  Miscellaneous  Budget  Receipts  amount  to  about  2,300,000/., 
and  include  such  items  as  reimbursement  of  advances  made  to 
the  communes  on  account  of  schools,  roads,  &c.,  nearly 
1,200,000/. ; reimbursement  of  the  expenses  of  control  and 
administration  of  railways,  about  1 70,000/. ; patents  of  invention, 
100,000/.;  profits  derived  from  the  fund  of  moneys  deposited, 
340,000/. ; and  those  derived  from  prison  labour,  175,000/. ; 
money  returned  to  the  Treasury  (conscience  money),  1,260/. ; 
whilst  about  38/.  represents  the  tribute  of  the  State  of  Andorra. 
About  27,000/.  figures  on  account  of  the  repayment  of  a loan 
made  in  1848  to  Uruguay ; 48,000/.  for  if  accidental  ” receipts ; 
1,280,000/.  for  repayment  by  the  communes  of  advances  on 
account  of  roads  and  schools,  none  of  which  should  fairly  come 
into  this  year’s  receipts. 

6.  Exceptional  resources , 1,186,000/. 

Under  this  heading  also  appears  the  balance  left  upon  the 
suppression  of  the  funds  for  roads  and  schools,  viz.,  about 
1,000,000/.,  balance  of  the  3 per  cent,  loan  of  1886,  80,000/. ; and 
available  balance  from  the  1889  Exhibition,  40,000/. 

7.  “ Recettes  d'ordre  ” about  3,000,000/. 

(1640) 
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FRANCE. 


Total 

expenditure 
for  1894. 


Public  debt 
funded. 


Terminable 

annuities. 


Pensions. 


Pouvoirs 

Publics. 


This  is  composed  of  various  deductions  made  from  military 
and  civilian  pay,  of  receipts  “ in  diminution  of  the  expenses  of 
the  floating  debt,”  of  payments  made  by  the  Government  of 
Tunis,  &c„,  &c. 

The  Algerian  receipts  finally  amount  to  nearly  2,000.000/. 

Thus  the  following  total  is  arrived  at  representing  the  gross 
receipts  on  account  of  revenue  : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

Direct  taxation 

£ 

20.040,771 

Indirect  taxation  and  revenue  . . 

82,020,347 

Monopolies  and  industries. . 

25,156,079 

State  domains 

1,897,225 

Sundry  receipts 

2,290,740 

Exceptional  resources 

1,186,776 

Recettes  d’ordre  (as  above) 

2,974,677 

Algeria 

1,931,646 

Total  . . 

..  137,498,261 

1 

National  expenditure  may  be  divided  as  follows:—- 
A.— Debt. 

1.  Funded  debt:  the  interest  on  the  funded  debt  necessi- 
tates a charge  of  30,466,688/.,  and  is  composed  of  \\  per  cent., 
which  will  shortly  be  converted  (involving  a reduction  of  the 
capital  estimated  at  80,000,000/.),  and  3 per  cent,  rentes. 

2.  Debt  reimbursable  at  fixed  terms  or  by  annuities,  causing 
an  annual  charge  of  12,050,433/.  This  amount  is  made  up  by 
the  3 per  cent,  renters  amortizable  by  annuities  nearly  6,000,0l>0/., 
and  various  annually  recurrent  payments  to  Railway  Companies 
nearly  3,000,000/.,  as  well  as  interest  on  the  floating  debt  about 
840,000/.,  &c. 

3.  Dette  Yiagere  in  which  is  included  the  enormous  pension 
list,  amounting  for  the  Army  to  annually  3,640,000/. ; for  the  Navy 
to  nearly  1 ,350,000/. ; and  for  the  Civil  Service  to  2,700,000/. 
The  whole  charge  for  pensions  is  8,860,000/.,  the  total  service  of 
the  Public  Debt  requiring  51,380,000/. 


B. — u Pouvoirs  Publics  ” or  Executive  Government. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  receives  24,000/.  annually,  but 
when  travelling  and  household  allowances  are  included  his  yearly 
salary  amounts  to  48,000/.  The  Senate  inclusive  of  senatorial 
salaries  costs  184,000/.,  and  the  chamber  of  deputies  similarly 
nearly  295,000/.  It  may  be  incidentally  observed  that  the 
Pouvoirs  Publics  in  Great  Britain,  including  the  Royal  Civil  List, 
the  payments  to  the  Royal  Family  and  the  whole  expenses  of  the 
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Houses  of  Parliament,  only  cost,  annually,  about  138,000/.  more 
than  the  Pouvoir  Publics  in  France  which  absorb  526,869/.  If 
the  expenses  of  the  Departmental  Prefectures  be  added  (which 
amount  to  over  200,000/.),  it  will  be  seen  that  the  British  tax- 
payer is  not  at  a disadvantage. 

C. — Expenses  of  Collection , &c.,  incurred  for  the  Public  Revenue . 

This  item  amounts  to  7,465,000/.  in  the  Budget,  and  may  be  Cost  of 
regarded  as  representing  the  cost  of  management,  collection  of  collection, 
the  Revenue  derived  from  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  State 
monopolies  and  industries,  and  State  domains,  and  amounting  to 
about  130,000,000/. 

D. — Service  of  Various  Ministries. 

r Continuing  the  examination  of  the  heading  of  Finance  Ministry 
in  the  Budget  (under  which  all  the  above  are  comprised),  it  will 
be  found  that  about  1,400,000/.  is  absorbed  by  repayments, 
allowances,  discounts,  drawbacks,  and  certain  bounties,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Central  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance 
being  about  780,000/. ; the  whole  amount  spent  by  the  Finance  Total  of 
Ministry,  including  the  Service  of  the  Public  Debt  and  the  J?.n^n.ce 
Pouvoirs  Publics,  being.  61,500,000/.  mis  ry. 

The  Ministry  of  Justice  spends  1,400,000/.,  including  the  Justice, 
whole  expenses  of  the  Administration  of  Justice. 

The  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs,  including  Diplomatic  and  Foreign 
Consular  representation  abroad,  costs  653,400/.,  this  includes  the  Affairs, 
service  of  those  countries  which  are  under  French  Protectorate. 

Similar  expenditure  incurred  by  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
607,914/.  in  the  Budget  of  1892-93. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  costs  2,880,000/.,  including  police  Interior, 
and  prison  expenses,  and  the  payment  of  the  prefects  and  depart- 
mental functionaries. 

The  Ministry  of  War  absorbs  25,468,000/.  of  which  over  War. 

2.000. 000/.  figures  as  extraordinary  expenses.  The  pay  of  the 
forces  amounts  to  about  8,400,000/.  of  the  whole  vote. 

The  Ministry  of  Marine  costs  10,700,000/.,  of  which  4,086,141/.  Navy, 
is  absorbed  by  the  expenses  of  naval  construction,  whether  in 
regard  to  salaries  and  wages  or  purchase  of  material. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  figures  for  9,308,872/.  It 
includes  the  fine  arts  and  religion ; by  far  the  largest  items  are  on 
account  of  primary  elementary  instruction  which  costs  nearly 

5.000. 000/. 

The  Ministry  of  Commerce,  Industry,  and  Colonies  costs  Commerce, 
10,580,000/.,  the  most  noticeable  items  being  420,000/.  paid  as  Colonie3>  &c» 
subvention  to  the  merchant  navy  ; 140,000/.  as  bounties  to  silk 
manufacture;  120,000/.  as  encouragement  to  maritime  fishing. 

Under  this  Ministry  are  included  posts  and  telegraphs.  The 
colonial  section  of  the  Ministry  costs  very  nearly  3,000,000/.,  of 
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FRANCE. 


Agriculture. 


Algeria. 


Total 

expenditure. 


which  just  one-third  is  absorbed  by  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  Tonkin  and  Annam, 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  costs  1,316,000/. 

The  Ministry  of  Public  Works,  which  controls  the  costly  and 
complicated  railway  administration,  costs  over  10,400,000/.,  the 
railways  absorbing  over  one-half. 

Algeria  costs  2,818,669/.,  and  its  receipts  amounting,  as  stated 
above,  to  1,931,64 6/.,  it  causes  a loss  to  the  State  of  about 
887,000/. 

The  following  recapitulation  shows  the  entire  expenditure  of 
France 


Item. 

Description. 

Amount. 

1 

Public  debt . . . . * . 

£ 

51,380,000 

2 

Pouvoirs  publics  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

526,689 

3 

Various  ministries  . . ..  ..  .. 

66,657,301 

4 

Expenses  of  collection  and  management  of 

taxation  and  the  public  revenue 

14,417,213 

5 

Reimbursements,  restitutions,  and  bounties  . . 

1,689,632 

6 

Algeria  . . . . . . 

2,818,669 

Total  . . 

137,489,504 

French  debt.  A statement  in  full  of  the  Public  Debt  of  France  is  not  con- 
tained in  the  Budget  volume,  but  it  may  be  derived  from  the 
figures  officially  published  in  compliance  with  a motion  made 
by  M.  Camille  Fouquet,  that  the  Government  should  annually 
publish  the  situation  of  the  State  Debt. 

The  French  Debt  amounted  on  December  31,  1889,  to 
1,202,187,840/.,  and  on  December  31,  1892,  to  1,228,000,000/., 
T f thus  exhibiting  an  increase  of  debt  during  the  just  expired 

inks?9  ° legislature  of  25,812,160/.  But  the  total  figure  at  the  end  of 

legislature.  last  year  does  not  properly  represent  the  entire  indebtedness  of 

France,  and  it  is  necessary  to  go  beyond  the  official  figures  to 
arrive  at  the  36,000,000,000  fr.  (1,440,000,000/.),  at  which  the 
Debt  of  France  is  generally  stated.  The  debts  of  the  departments 
and  communes  amounted  at  the  end  of  1890  to  146,000,000/., 
Departmental  whilst  the  estimated  capital  of  the  annual  charge  for  pensions  is 
and  communal  placed  by  financial  authorities  at  88,800,000/.,  whereby  a total  of 
debt.  1,462,800,000/.  is  arrived  at.  Pessimistical  financial  authorities 

even  add  to  this  sum  the  capitalised  amount  of  the  Treasury 
Bonds  at  long  terms,  estimated  at  9,500,000,000  fr.  (380,000,000/.). 
Floating  debt.  The  Floating  Debt  on  April  1,  1893,  amounted,  according  to 
official  figures,  to  42,126,000/. 

Expenditure  One  of  the  most  fertile  sources  of  French  indebtedness  is  the 
on  railways,  enormous  expenditure  on  account  of  railways.  An  addition  of 
all  the  items  incurred  for  railways  in  the  1894  Budget  gives  a total 
of  7,068,800/. ; whilst  the  receipts  on  account  of  railways,  in- 
cluding stamps  and  other  taxation  levied  upon  transport,  amounts 
to  3,028,247 /.,  leaving  a net  charge  on  the  taxpayer  of  over 
4,000,000/. 
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This  expenditure  requires  a few  words  of  explanation.  In 
virtue  of  the  conventions  of  1883  the  six  great  railway  companies 
of  France  have  a minimum  dividend  guaranteed  by  the  State, 
and  if  the  profits  of  the  current  year  do  not  suffice  to  enable  that 
dividend  to  be  distributed  the  difference  is  advanced  by  the 
Treasury.  In  1892,  the  accounts  of  which  are  published,  the 
Northern  Company  alone  abstained  from  having  recourse  to  this 
guarantee  payment,  the  Midi  Company  having  required  18*7 
million  fr..  the  Est  Company,  18*8  million  fr. ; the  Orleans, 
Company,  13*0  million  fr. ; the  Ouest  Company,  17*7  million  fr. ; 
and  the  Lyons  Company,  17*6  million  fr.  The  railways  of  France, 
however,  cost  a total  sum  of  16,000,000,000  fr.  or  640,000,000/. 
according  to  a recently  published  statistical  statement.  But  as  at 
the  expiration  of  the  concessions,  i.e.,  within  50  to  60  years,  the 
whole  system  of  railways  will  become  State  property,  the  French 
nation  will  come  into  an  inheritance  exceeding  in  value,  according 
to  some  authorities,  the  above-mentioned  sum. 


Deficits  in  Budgets  and  General  Deficits  during  Certain  Periods. 

It  only  remains  to  refer  to  an  instructive  table  published  in 
the  budget  volume  for  1894,  and  supplying  statements  of  the 
gradual  progress  of  French  indebtedness  at  various  periods 
during  the  present  century,  whether  by  excess  of  expenditure 
over  receipts  or  by  other  causes — deductions  being  made  for  such 
years  when  receipts  were  in  excess  of  expenditure  or  when  other 
resources  were  made  available. 


Periods. 


Net  Deficit. 


First  period  previous  to  1814 

Second  „ 1815-29  (Louis  XVIII  and  Charles  X) 

Third  „ 1830-47  (Louis  Philippe). . 

Fourth  „ 1848-51  (Second  Republic) 

Fifth  „ 1852 -69  (Second  Empire)  . 


£ 

3,987,139 

10,792,076 

20,762,683 

1,175,965 

3,756,479 


Total 


40,474,342 


The  Third  Republic  on  the  contrary  claims  to  show  an  excess 
of  resources  applied  for  the  extinction  of  deficits  during  the 
period  from  1870-91  amounting  to  7,236,320/.,  and  thus  re- 
ducing the  total  “decouvert”  to  a surn  of  33,238,022/. 
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No. 

Price. 

i No. 

Price. 

1187.  Chef oo 

..  lid. 

1245.  Guatemala  . . 

. Id. 

1188.  Munich 

2d. 

1246.  Madrid 

, Id. 

1189.  Resht. . 

, , 

. . Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . 

, 2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

..  lid. 

1248.  Brindisi 

. 2|d. 

1191.  Batoum 

..  lid. 

1249.  Flume 

. 2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

# , 

..  Id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

, , 

, 2id. 

1193.  Amoy. . 

..  Id. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

. 5|d. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

# # 

..  4d. 

| 1252.  Bushire 

, , 

2d. 

1195.  Corunna 

..  2d. 

| 1253.  Nagasaki 

, # 

Id. 

1196.  Algiers 

..  15id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

! 1255.  Yokohama  . , 

w. 

1198.  Nice  ..  .. 

..  lid. 

1 1256.  Stockholm  . . 

, # 

, , 

lid. 

1199.  Kiungchow  .. 

. # 

..  lid. 

1257.  Lisbon 

. , 

lid. 

1200.  Aleppo  .. 

..  Id. 

1 1258.  Tientsin 

, , 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4 Id. 

1559.  Port  Said  .. 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

# , 

2id. 

1203.  Charleston  ,. 

..  2id. 

1261.  Damascus 

# , 

, , 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  .. 

..  Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

, # 

t , 

id. 

1205.  New  Orleans. . 

..  2id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  .. 

, # 

2id. 

1206.  Suakin 

..  lid. 

1264.  Jeddah 

# # 

Id. 

1207.  Caracas 

. # 

..  Id. 

1265.  Yienna 

3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast,. 

..  Id. 

1266.  Shanghai 

, # 

3d. 

1209.  Nantes  .. 

..  Id. 

1267.  Bangkok  .. 

lid. 

1210.  Tahiti 

..  2d. 

1268.  Meshed 

, # 

€ # 

Ud. 

1211.  Ichang 

..  3 id. 

1269.  Cadiz.. 

2d. 

1212.  WOnchow 

, , 

. . Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg  .. 

, * 

Id. 

1213.  Havana 

,.  2d. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

, # 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

, , 

..  Id. 

1272.  Christiania  . . 

t # 

5d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar  . . 

..  id. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  . . 

id. 

1216.  Foochow 

..  Id. 

1274.  New  York  . . 

# , 

, # 

3d. 

1217.  Wuliu 

, , 

..  Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

7id. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz  . . 

« , 

..  lid. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

% # 

lid. 

1219.  San  Jos6 

..  Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

..  Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

• • 

# # 

3 id. 

1221.  Mogador 

..  2id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

, # 

6d. 

1222.  Berlin 

, , 

..  lid. 

1280.  Pekin 

2id. 

1223.  Rome. . 

1281.  Salvador 

, , 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

..  6id. 

1282.  Malaga 

t # 

4d. 

1225.  Barcelona 

..  2 id. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

t # 

8id. 

1226.  Madeira 

, # 

..  5 id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

* # 

..  lid. 

1285.  Washington.. 

, # 

, , 

4id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

..  Id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

, # 

id. 

1229.  Newcliwang  . . 

# . 

..  Id. 

1287.  Pekin 

, # 

id. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

..  lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

123  L.  Hankow 

..  Id. 

1289.  Manila 

# # 

2*d. 

1232.  Odessa 

, , 

..  2d. 

1290.  Bahia 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

..  3d. 

1291.  Munich 

o • 

Id. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2id. 

1292.  Trieste 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1293.  Tunis 

# 4 

# # 

4d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . , 

. , 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo . . 

f , 

lid. 

1237.  Dunkirk  , . 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade 

, # 

2d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe 

, , 

Id. 

1239.  Madrid 

t f 

. . id. 

1297.  Stettin  .. 

f m 

t • 

3d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

, t 

..  2d. 

1298.  Rome 

# , 

, , 

21d. 

1241.  Frankfort 

, # 

..  3d. 

1299.  Dantzig 

f # 

# # 

7d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  ,, 

t . 

..  Id.  | 

1300.  Sofia.. 

2id. 

1243.  Palermo 

, t 

..  3 id. 

1301.  Mexico 

_ # 

# , 

lid. 

1244.  Naples 

• • 

..  Id.  1 

1802.  Paris. , 

Id. 

No.  1803. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 

BUENOS  AYRES. 

Mr.  Pakenham  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

.My  Lord,  Buenos  Ayres , August  28,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Memorandum  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Findlay,  Second 
Secretary  in  this  Legation,  on  the  subject  of  the  Returns  of  the 
Foreign  Trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic  for  the  Half-year 
ended  June  30,  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  PAKENHAM. 


Report  on  the  Foreign  Trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic  for  the 
Half-year  ended  June  30,  1893. 

'1  he  returns  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  Argentine  Republic 
for  the  half-year  ended  June  30,  1893,  have  just  been  received 
from  the  Statistical  Department,  and  show  the  following  results, 
as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  1892  : — 


Table  ol  Imports  (Exclusive  of  Bullion)  during  the  Years 

1892-93. 


Amount. 

1892. 

1893. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Dollars  Gold. 

Subject  to  dutj' 

31,214,582 

41,349,127 

6,230,553 

Free. . . . . . . . . . 

6,701,966 

Total  

37,916,547 

47,579,650 

Kite. — The  value  of  imports  are  based  on  the  tariff  and  are  taken  as  gold, 
these  of  expoits  are  based  on  current  prices  reduced  to  gold. 
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ARGENTINE  REPUBLIC. 


Exports. 


Duties. 


Table  of  Exports  (Exclusive  of  Bullion)  during  the  Years 

1892-93. 


Amount. 

1892. 

1893. 

Subject  to  duty 
Free.. 

Dollars  Gold. 
44,877,050 
21,257,589 

Dollars  Gold. 
36,424,446 
33,793,437 

Total  . • 

66,134,639 

70,217,888 

Duties  of  all  categories  (including  additional  duties)  were 
collected  in  this  period  to  the  amount  of  16,160^919  dol.  gold, 
and  2,583,014  dol.  paper. 

The  total  trade  of  the  half-year  ended  June  30,  1893,  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1892,  was  approximately 
as  follows : — 


Table  showing  the  Total  Trade  during  the  Years  1892-93. 


Imports 

Exports 

Total 

Amount. 

1892. 

1893. 

£ 

7,583,300 

13,226,900 

£ 

9,515,900 

14,043,500 

20,810,200 

23,559,400 

The  above  figures  show  a total  increase  in  the  volume  of  trade 

amounting  to  2,749,200 /.  The  increase  in  imports  being  equiva- 
lent to  over  20  per  cent.,  and  in  exports  to  about  6 per  cent. 

The  imports  from  and  exports  to  the  various  countries  (exclu- 
sive of  bullion)  are  approximately  as  follows : — 


First  Half-year,  1893. 


Country. 

Amount. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom  . . 

Dollars  Gold. 
16,010,604 

Dollars  Gold. 
13,900,496 

France 

6,409,138 

14,715,203 

Germany  . . 

5,798,023 

8,424,979 

Belgium 

4,774,646 

8,843,813 

Brazil  . . 

1,038,133 

9,211,824 

Italy 

6,069,120 

3,573,620 

1,822,025 

United  States 

2,229,075 

Various 

4,906,396 

11,070,468 

Total  . . 

•• 

47,579,680 

70,217,883 

BUENOS  AIRES. 
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From  the  preceding  table  it  appears  that  the  total  volume  of 
trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  half-year  just  expired 
amounts  to  nearly  6,000,000/.,  and  is  far  greater  than  that  with 
any  other  country,  being,  in  fact,  25  per  cent,  of  the  total  trade 
of  the  Argentine  Republic. 

The  following  table  shows  the  figures  representing  the 
approximate  values  in  sterling  of  the  principal  articles  of  im- 
portation, in  which  there  has  been  either  increase  or  decrease  to 
any  marked  extent : — 


Imports. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

June,  1892. 

June,  1893. 

Groceries  . . 

£ 

1,320,000 

£ 

1,080,000 

Wines 

500,000 

840,000 

Dry  goods  . . 

2,680,000 

3,220,000 

Coal.. 

460,000 

640,000 

Hardware  . . 

1,060,000 

1,500,000 

Sundries 

1,560,000 

2,240,000 

Total 

•• 

•• 

7,580,000 

9,520,000 

Considerable  increase  is  shown  in  every  article  of  importa- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  groceries. 

The  following  table  giving  the  quantities  of  the  principal 
articles  of  importation  is  probably  more  reliable  than  that  giving 
the  values — 


Imports. 


Articles. 

Amc 

June,  1892. 

>unt. 

June,  1893. 

Sugar 

.. 

Tons  . . 

12,000 

5,000 

Coal 

230,000 

320,000 

Salt  

, # 

99  • * * * 

90,000 

280,000 

Yerba 

11,000 

10,000 

Wine 

Gallons 

4,700,000 

7,600,000 

The  importation  of  sugar  has  diminished  by  more  than  half, 
while  that  of  wine  and  salt  has  greatly  increased. 

The  following  table  gives  the  official  valuation  of  the  various 
exports,  given  approximately  in  sterling : — 
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Exports. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

June,  1892. 

June,  1893. 

Wool 

£ 

6,220,000 

£ 

4,420,000 

Grain 

3,100,000 

5,220,000 

Meat 

720,000 

740,000 

Sheep  skins. . 

700,000 

560,000 

Hides 

1,080,000 

1,240,000 

Sundries  . . 

1,420,000 

1,860,000 

Total 

“1 

13,240,000 

14,040,000 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  valuation  tariff  has  been 
altered  as  follows*  : — 


Articles. 

Amount. 

1892. 

1893. 

Wool 

Per  ton 

Dollars  Gold. 
300 

Dollars  Gold. 
250 

Linseed  . . 

60 

50 

Cow  hides 

Each  . . 

2 

2-20 

* If  the  quantities  given  as  exported  be  compared  with  the  valuation,  these 
figures  are  roughly  the  result,  but  no  such  change  appears  in  the  “ Tarifa  d’avaluos  ’* 
for  1893. 


Otherwise  1893  would  have  shown  a greater  increase  as  com- 
pared with  the  corresponding  period  of  1892. 

I am  also  informed  on  good  authority  that  large  quantities  of 
wheat  have  been  held  back  in  the  hopes  of  a rise  in  the  gold 
premium,  and  consequent  higher  prices  when  paid  in  currency, 
and  that  it  is  only  now  being  placed  in  the  market. 

The  quantities  exported  are  approximately  as  follows : — 

Exports. 


Articles. 

Amount. 

June,  1892.  June,  1893. 

Wool. 

Tons  . . 

104,000 

88,000 

Wheat  . . 

, , 

360,000 

690,000 

Maize  . . . . 

)f  • • • • 

120,000 

10,000 

Linseed 

}}  • • * * 

38,000 

68,000 

Meat 

1)  • • * * 

42,000 

40,000 

Minerals  . . . . . . 

}}  • • • * 

1,400 

700 

Timber  . . 

9}  • • • • 

26,000 

63,000 

Hay  (alfalfa)  ..  .. 

» * * # * 

15,000 

14,000 

Cowhides  . . . . . • 

Number 

1,820,000 

1,720,000 
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The  exportation  of  wool  has  fallen  off,  but  the  amount  of 
wheat  and  linseed  exported  has  enormously  increased.  There 
will  probably  be  considerable  exportation  of  alfalfa,  owing  to  the 
long  drought  in  Europe  and  the  consequent  scarcity  of  hay. 

The  trade  of  the  country  was  distributed  among  the  principal 
ports  as  follows  : — 


Ports. 

June,  1893. 

Buenos  Ayres  . . . . « , 

£ 

15,040,000 

Rosario 

3,360,000 

La  Plata 

1,300,000 

Bahia  Blanca  . , 

600,000 

San  Nicolas  . . 

420,000 

Various 

2,840,000 

Total 

•• 

•• 

23,560,000 

The  trade  passing  through  La  Plata  and  Bahia  Blanca  for 
1892  is  given  as  about  1,460, 000/.  and  700,000/.  respectively,  so 
that  it  appears  that  the  prosperity  of  these  ports  is  rapidly 
increasing.  This  may  be  partly  attributed  to  the  development  of 
the  southern  u camps/’ 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  again  observed  that  official  valua- 
tions are  arbitrary,  and  often  much  too  high. 

Quantities  are  a much  more  accurate  means  of  appreciating  the 
volume  of  trade.  This  has  been  constantly  pointed  out  in 
previous  reports,  but  perhaps  it  is  well  to  repeat  the  caution  to 
those  interested  in  the  subject. 
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TANGIER. 

Consul  White  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Tangier , September  9,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Tangier  for  the  year  1892.  I regret 
that  owing  to  the  usual  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  Returns  I 
have  not  been  able  to  prepare  the  Report  at  an  earlier  date. 

I have  &c. 

(Signed)  ’ HERBERT  E.  WHITE. 


Report  on  the  Trade , Commerce , of  Tangier  for  the  Year 

1892. 


Abstract  of  Contents. 


Tangier — 

Page 

Preliminary  remarks  . . 

2 

General  trade  . . 

2 

Imports  . * 

2 

Exchange 

5 

Exports. . 

6 

Shipping 

7 

Population  and  industries 

9 

Wages  . . 

9 

Steam  mills 

« . 

9 

Electric  light  . . 

9 

Telephone  . . . . 

9 

Public  works  . . . . 

9 

Agriculture 

9 

Cattle  • • • . • . 

10 

Statistical  tables 

10 

Tetuan — 

Statistical  tables 

13 

Laraiche — 

Imports 

17 

Exports 

17 

Shipping 

18 

Port  service  . . 

18 

General  trade  . . 

18 

Banking 

18 

Agricul  ture 

18 

Statistical  tables 
(1344) 

A 2 

19 

2 


MOROCCO. 


General 

trade. 


British 

trade. 


Imports 
at  Tangier. 


Abstract  of  Contents— continued. 

Rabat—  Page 

General  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 23 

Imports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Exports..  ..  ..  ..  ..  © • ••  ••  ••  ..23 

British  imports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

French  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . • ..23 

v German  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..24 

Spanish  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..24 

French  exports  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 24 

British  „ . . . . . . • • . . 24 

German  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  ••  ..24 

Shipping  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Steam  tugs  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 25 

Specie  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..25 

Agriculture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 25 

Statistical  tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 

Fez — 

General  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Imports  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . 29 

Exports  . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . 30 

Local  manufactures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Agriculture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . 31 

Cattle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Retrospect  on  year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

Exchange  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 32 


Preliminary  Remarks. 

In  reviewing  the  trade  and  commerce  of  Tangier  it  is  in 
great  measure  necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  a correct  idea  of  the 
commercial  position,  to  extend  the  range  of  inquiry  so  as  to 
embrace  the  other  ports  of  the  district,  as  Tangier,  Laraiche,  and 
Rabat  are  the  ports  through  which  Fez,  Mequinez,  and  the 
northern  and  eastern  provinces  of  Morocco  receive  their  foreign 
goods,  trade  being  diverted  from  one  to  other  of  these  ports  by 
various  local  causes,  such  as  state  of  roads,  or  the  prevalence  of 
strong  westerly  winds,  which  may  render  the  western  ports 
impracticable. 

The  year  1892  may  be  considered,  on  the  whole,  a very 
satisfactory  one  from  the  commercial  point  of  view,  especially  as 
regards  the  position  of  British  trade,  for  though  exports  in 
general  in  this  district  show  a diminution  in  both  bulk  and  value, 
the  value  of  exports  to  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies  has 
risen  from  191,262/.  to  213,100/.,  and  imports  show  a general 
increase  of  14  per  cent.,  and  if  British  trade  alone  is  regarded, 
of  15^  per  cent.  The  total  British  trade,  including  imports  and 
exports,  for  the  whole  district  has  risen  from  669,903/.  in  1891 
to  778,722/. 


Imports. 

On  examining  the  returns  of  imports  during  the  year  1892, 
and  comparing  them  with  those  for  the  preceding  year,  we  find, 
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if  confining  ourselves  to  the  port  of  Tangier,  that  they  have 
increased  in  value  from  490,789 /.  to  524,784/.,  or  nearly  7 per 
cent.,  the  gain  being  almost  entirely  on  British  imports,  which  British 
have  risen  from  252,997/.  to  291,157/.,  or  15  per  cent.,  other  imports, 
countries  remaining  nearly  stationary.  The  articles  which  show 
the  greatest  increase  are  cotton  manufactured  goods,  flour,  hard- 
ware, oils,  and  spices. 

If  we  extend  our  survey  to  the  whole  district  we  find  the  In  district, 
total  value  of  imports  has  increased  from  861,099/.  to  1,010,648/., 
or  14  per  cent.,  whilst  British  imports  have  risen  from  478,664/.  British, 
to  565,622/.,  or  15^  per  cent. 

The  principal  articles  imported  from  Great  Britain  are  Great  Britain, 
cottons,  tea,  candles,  hardware,  flour,  glass  and  chinaware,  cotton 
oil  and  tobacco  from  Gibraltar. 

From  France  come  loaf-sugar,  silks,  glass  and  chinaware,  France, 
hardware,  tiles,  flour. 

From  Germany  and  Austria  cloth,  hardware,  glass  and  china-  Germany  and 
ware,  and  loaf-sugar.  Austria. 

From  Spain  come  wines  and  spirits,  Barcelona  cottons,  a few  Spain, 
tiles  and  bricks,  &c. 

From  Belgium  iron  and  rafters  and  loaf-sugar.  Belgium. 

Proceeding  to  the  principal  articles  of  import  individually  Building 
we  find  that  building  materials  again  form  an  important  item  in  materials, 
the  return  of  imports  at  Tangier,  the  amount  introduced  at  the 
other  ports  of  the  district  being  insignificant,  as  Europeans  are 
not  allowed  to  build  there.  At  Tangier  the  total  value  of  such 
materials  was  12,146/.,  of  which  6,216/.  was  for  bricks,  roofing 
tiles  and  fancy  tiles,  all  of  French  origin  except  864/.  worth  from 
Spain.  There  would  be  a larger  importation  of  bricks  were  it 
not  that  considerable  quantities  are  now  made  locally.  Timber 
and  planks,  principally  of  Swedish  origin,  were  imported  to  the 
value  of  3,550/.  The  value  of  cement  imported  was  1,262/.,  but 
of  that  only  416/.  came  from  Great  Britain,  the  remainder  being 
mostly  French,  which  is  preferred  as  being  cheaper.  Gypsum, 
also  from  France,  figures  for  840/.  Iron  rafters  from  Belgium, 
to  the  value  of  nearly  2,000/.,  should  perhaps  have  been  included 
under  this  heading,  but  I have  omitted  them  here,  as  in  the 
return  they  are  classed  with  iron. 

The  quantity  of  building  materials  continues  to  increase,  as 
it  has  been  found  more  satisfactory  to  import  ready-made  wood- 
work and  other  materials  than  to  procure  them  locally. 

The  small  decrease  in  the  value  of  candles  imported  at  Candles. 
Tangier  is  more  than  compensated  by  the  increase  at  Laraiche 
and  Ilabat.  The  total  value  of  candles  imported  in  the  district 
amounted  to  30,109/.,  as  compared  with  20,234 /.  in  1891.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  Great  Britain  retains  the  market  in  this 
article,  29,640/.  of  the  total  value  figuring  amongst  British 
imports.  The  candles  that  meet  with  the  readiest  sale  are 
paraffin,  which  can  be  sold  at  a low  price;  but  I understand  that 
a small  demand  is  arising  amongst  the  wealthier  Moors,  more 
especially  amongst  court  officials,  for  a harder  candle  which  is  not 
(1644) 
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so  much  affected  by  the  heat,  and  a few  special  lots  of  stearine 
candles  have  lately  been  brought  from  "Prance  to  meet  this 
demand. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a decrease  of  about  17  per  cent, 
in  the  value  of  cloth  imported  in  the  district  during  1892,  the 
figures  being  33,183/.,  as  against  40,644/.  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  value  of  the  cloth  imported  from  England  was  only  8,238/.; 
it  is  bought  only  by  the  better  class  of  natives,  who  can  afford  to 
pay  85.  to  10s.  per  yard,  and  appreciate  the  difference  in  quality 
between  that  and  the  German  and  Austrian  cloths  sold  at  from 
2s.  6d.  to  4s.  the  yard.  English  “ army  cloth”  is  purchased  only 
by  the  Government  for  the  manufacture  of  uniforms  for  the 
troops. 

Cotton  manufactured  goods  show  a very  satisfactory  rise,  the 
value  imported  in  this  district  during  1892  being  375,207/.,  which 
is  in  excess  of  the  value  imported  during  any  former  year. 

Table  showing  the  Value  of  Cotton  Goods  Imported  during 
the  preceding  Eight  Years. 


1884  . 

1885  . 

1886  . 

1887  . 

1888  . 

1889  . 

1890  . 

1891  . 

1892  . 


Year. 


Value. 


£ 

225,738 

295,940 

310,138 

294,877 

277,978 

273,725 

329,265 

312,943 

375,207 


This  increase  is  the  more  gratifying  as  the  trade  is  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  British  manufacturers,  for  of  the  above 
total  336,903/.  represents  the  value  of  British  cottons,  croydons, 
long-cloths,  T-cloths,  shirtings,  muslins,  prints,  bordered  scarves, 
white  mulls,  cretonnes,  salampores,  flannelettes,  handkerchiefs, 
&c.,  whilst  France  and  Germany  sent  sateens  and  muslins  to  the 
value  of  20,990 /.  and  7,750/.  respectively,  the  former  amount 
including  Swiss  grenadines  and  the  latter  cottons  of  Austrian 
origin,  and  Spain  provided  1,950/.  worth  of  croydons,  towels, 
T-cloths,  and  hosiery  of  Barcelona  manufacture. 

The  total  value  of  these  goods  imported  in  the  district 
amounted  to  about  14,000/.,  which  may  be  classed  as  follows  : — 


Country. 

Value. 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . . . , . 

3,800 

France..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

5,000 

Germany 

Belgium  and  Spain  . . 

4,600 

700 
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The  chief  articles  under  this  head  are  earthenware  bowls, 
large  and  small,  cups  and  saucers  of  china,  and  smaii  fancy 
coloured  glass  tumblers  used  for  tea. 

Taking  hardware  in  its  broad  sense,  we  find  the  total  value  Hardware, 
imported  in  the  district  during  the  year  under  review  to  have 
been  about  19,200/.,  of  which  Great  Britain  provided  9,074/., 

France  4,767/.,  and  Germany  4,801/. 

The  principal  oil  imported  is  cotton-seed  oil,  which  is  largely  oils, 
used  for  adulterating  olive  oil. 

The  continually  increasing  foreign  population  of  Tangier  Provisions, 
causes  a corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  groceries,  &c.,  grocery,  &e. 
imported.  In  1892  the  total  value  for  the  district,  exclusive  of 
candles,  sugar,  and  tea,  amounted  to  upwards  of  51,000/.,  of 
which  about  16,000/.  was  for  flour,  coming  principally  from 
England,  Trance,  and  America ; 11,122/.  for  spices,  imported  in 
great  measure  from  England  ; and  7,000/.  for  coffee. 

The  manufactured  silks  imported  continue  to  come  principally  Silks, 
from  France,  and  to  consist  of  dress  material,  brocades,  satins, 
handkerchiefs  for  head  dress,  &c.  Silks  of  English  manufacture 
are  too  expensive  for  this  market. 

This  is  always  an  important  item  in  the  returns  of  imports.  Raw  silk. 

It  comes  via  Marseilles,  and  figures  amongst  French  imports  ; but 
it  is  in  great  measure  of  Italian  origin.  The  total  value  imported 
in  the  district  was  63,658/. 

After  cottons  loaf-sugar  is  the  most  considerable  of  the  Loaf-sugar, 
imports,  and  the  quantity  introduced  into  this  country  appears  to 
increase  every  year.  The  total  value  of  loaf-sugar  imported  in 
this  district  in  1892  was  about  150,000/.,  of  which  144,000/. 
came  from  France  and  the  remainder  chiefly  from  Belgium  and 
Germany.  So  long  as  sugar  bounties  exist  in  foreign  countries, 
we  must  resign  ourselves  to  see  this  trade  in  other  hands.  The 
average  retail  price  of  loaf  sugar  here  varied  from  22s.  6d.  to 
24s.  per  cwt.  British  refineries  cannot  compete  at  such  prices. 

Germany  and  Austria  supply  most  of  the  crushed  sugar,  some  Crushed 
of  which  is  reshipped  for  Spain.  sugar. 

Brown  sugar  comes  from  England,  but  owing  to  the  cheapness  Brown  sugar, 
of  loaf  and  crushed  sugar  the  demand  for  it  has  greatly 
decreased. 

The  returns  show  a slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  tea  Tea. 
imported  in  this  district,  the  value  being  40,715/.,  of  which 
39,279/.  came  from  England.  In  1891  the  total  amount  imported 
was  valued  at  37,345 /.  The  classes  of  tea  in  demand  remain  the 
same,  namely,  Hysons  at  from  7 d.  per  lb.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb.,  the 
demand  for  the  cheaper  kinds  having  increased  owing  to  the  poorer 
classes  taking  to  tea  drinking. 


Rates  of  Exchange . 

As  the  fluctuations  in  the  rates  of  exchange  affects  imports  Rates  of 
especially,  it  may  be  convenient  before  leaving  this  branch  of  our  exchanse- 
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Exports — 
General, 
at  Tangier. 


In  district. 

British 

exports. 


enquiry  to  toueh  on  that  subject.  The  rates  of  exchange  on 
London  during  th  year  were  as  follows : — 


Month. 

Per  Cent. 

January  ..  ..  .. 

• 3 

14* 

March . . 

19 

May 

15* 

June  .. 

14 

August 

17 

September  to  December 

17* 

The  rate  of  exchange  here  depending  upon  that  at  Madrid, 
its  rise  is  attributable  to  the  large  quantity  of  paper  put  into 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  Spain  without  a sufficient  reserve  fund 
of  gold,  and  to  the  depreciation  of  silver.  Until  1891  the  rate  of 
exchange  rarely  reached  5 per  cent.,  the  sudden  and  great 
advance  in  the  rate  has  naturally  had  a bad  effect  on  the  import 
trade,  as  natives  have  found  European  goods  dearer  by  from 
10  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.  On  the  other  hand,  the  high  rate 
has  enabled  grain  and  other  goods  to  be  exported  and  sold  at  a 
profit  in  Europe  at  a price  which  at  former  rates  of  exchange 
would  have  been  lower  than  purchase  price  and  expenses.  This 
and  other  causes  have  happily  in  some  measure  counteracted  the 
ill  effects  of  the  rise  in  the  rate  of  exchange ; but  I fear  that  I 
shall  have  to  record  a diminution  in  imports  in  my  report  for  the 
present  year,  as  the  rate  of  exchange  has  continued  to  rise,  and 
is  at  this  moment  at  23  per  cent. 


Exports . 

Passing  to  exports  we  find,  on  referring  to  the  returns,  that  at 
the  port  of  Tangier  they  have  fallen  from  321,823/.  to  250,471/., 
or  22  per  cent. ; the  British  share  has  fallen  in  a smaller  degree, 
namely,  from  68,251/.  to  52,495/.,  its  proportion  to  the  whole 
being  now  56  per  cent.,  whereas  in  1891  it  was  48  per  cent.  The 
Spanish  share  of  export  trade,  on  the  other  hand,  has  fallen  from 
56  per  cent,  to  19  per  cent./  and  the  French  share  from  23  per 
cent,  to  21  per  cent.,  or,  if  Tunis  and  Dakar  are  included, 
22  per  cent. 

The  principal  decrease  was  in  oxen,  goatskins,  slippers, 
fowls,  dates,  hides,  and  also  specie,  but  nearly  all  articles  show 
more  or  less  decline ; birdseed  and  woollen  stuffs  alone  show  an 
increase. 

If  we  embrace  the  whole  district  in  our  review,  we  observe 
that  the  total  value  of  exports  has  fallen  from  440,026/.  to 
378,172/.,  i.e.y  14  per  cent.,  but  that  British  exports  have  risen  in 
value  from  191,262/.  to  213,100/.,  an  increase  of  11 J per  cent. ; 
they  now  form  56  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  whereas  they  were  in 
1891  only  43  per  cent. 
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The  chief  item  in  the  table  of  exports  at  Tangier  is  oxen,  Oxen, 
and  it  is  under  this  head  that  the  greatest  decrease  is  observable. 

In  1891  there  were  18,833  head  of  oxen  exported,  valued  at 
112,998/.;  in  1892  the  number  was  only  10,690,  valued  at 
64,040/.  The  number  exported  to  Gibraltar  remained  about  the 
same,  but  the  exports  of  Spain  fell  from  7,070  head  to  1,130 
head.  To  Portugal  only  41  were  exported,  as  against  1,581  in 
the  preceding  year,  and  none  were  shipped  to  France  or  other 
countries.  The  cause  of  this  decline  is  easily  found.  Foot-and- 
mouth  disease  broke  out  at  Tangier  in  late  spring,  and  the 
Governments  of  Spain  and  Portugal  prohibited  the  importation 
of  Moorish  cattle.  Gibraltar,  whilst  imposing  certain  pre- 
cautionary restrictions,  continued  to  admit  the  cattle. 

The  quantity  of  birdseed  shipped  was  nearly  double  that  of  Birdseed, 
the  preceding  year,  the  value  being  3,528/.,  as  ngainst  1,733/. 

All  the  shipments  were  to  Great  Britain,  where  there  was  a great 
rise  in  prices. 

Of  the  10,338/.  worth  of  dates  exported,  Great  Britain  took  Dates. 
7,953/.,  and  Spain  2,226/. 

Dyes,  consisting  principally  of  zerguina,  were  exported  during  Dyes, 
the  year  to  a value  of  3,404/.  chiefly  to  Great  Britain.  In  1891 
the  value  was  4,710/. 

A considerable  decrease  is  also  noticeable  in  the  amount  of  Goaf  skins, 
goatskins  exported,  the  figures  being  as  follows  : — 

1891,  17,986/.,  of  which  11,505/.  to  Great  Britain;  1892, 

11,100/.,  of  which  4,400/.  to  Great  Britain. 

Most  of  the  skins  sent  to  England  are  for  transhipment  to 
America,  and  the  demand  for  Moorish  skins  in  the  United 
States  has  greatly  fallen  off,  as  better  skins  are  procured  from 
other  parts  of  Africa. 

The  quantity  of  eggs  exported  was  greater  in  1892  than  in  Eggs, 
the  preceding  year,  but  prices  ruling  lower  the  total  value  was 
somewhat  less.  The  total  shipments  are  estimated  at  about 
19,000,000  eggs,  valued  at  34,683/.,  of  this  amount  29,290 /. 
worth  were  sent  to  Spain,  and  the  balance  to  Gibraltar,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  shipments  to  England. 

The  trade  in  fowls  is  also  exclusively  with  Gibraltar  and  Fowls. 
Spain,  the  former  taking  last  year  to  the  value  of  39,000/.,  and  the 
latter  846/. 

Slippers  made  of  Morocco  leather  are  always  exported  in  con-  Slippers, 
siderable  quantities  to  the  other  Barbary  States  and  Egypt.  In 
1892  the  value  fell  from  27,840 /.  to  22,170/.,  of  which  16,260/. 
were  sent  via  Gibraltar. 

Woollen  textiles  form  the  only  item  in  the  returns  of  exports  Woollens, 
which  show  a considerable  increase — trade  in  this  branch  having 
been  particularly  brisk  in  1892.  Of  the  total  value  of  31,750/., 

7,700/.  were  shipped  to  British  ports,  18,100/.  to  French  ports, 
including  Tunis  and  Dakar,  2,300/.  to  Tripoli,  and  3,600/.  to 
Spain.  These  goods  consist  chiefly  of  haicks,  jelabs,  and 
blankets. 

The  shipping  returns  for  the  year  1892  show  a decrease  on  the  Skipping, 

general. 
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British. 


French. 


Spanish. 


preceding  year  of  45  entries,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of 
27,257,  of  which  amount  17  vessels,  with  28,088  tons,  are 
steamers,  whilst  sailing  ships,  though  28  less  in  number,  give  an 
increase  of  831  in  aggregate  tonnage.  The  decrease  in  steamships 
is,  as  will  appear  below,  almost  entirely  in  vessels  under  the 
French  flag,  British  shipping,  on  the  contrary,  showing  a small 
advance.  I should  observe  that  no  account  is  taken  of  the  coast- 
ing trade  in  the  annexed  tables,  which  only  include  entries  from 
and  clearances  to  foreign  ports. 

The  increase  in  British  shipping  is  22  vessels  and  9,425  tons, 
it  would  have  been  slightly  greater  had  not  three  “ Hadj  ” 
steamers  been  temporarily  transferred  to  the  Dutch  flag  so  as  to 
secure  the  J ava  mails.  British  shipping  is  composed  as  follows  : 
274  entries,  with  20,835  tons,  of  small  steamers  plying  between 
Gibraltar  and  Tangier;  23  entries,  with  19,935  tons,  of  the  Mersey 
Steamship  Company  running  from  London  to  Mogador,  touching 
at  Gibraltar  and  western  ports  of  Morocco ; 10  “ Hadj  ” boats, 
of  14,188  tons,  calling  to  take  pilgrims  to  Jeddah;  6 tourists' 
vessels  of  the  Orient  and  other  companies,  with  a tonnage  of 
10,086  tons ; 4 entries,  with  2,927  tons,  of  Eastern  Telegraph 
Company  vessels ; and  4 other  steamers  calling  for  cargo. 

The  decrease  in  French  shipping  is  attributable  to  the  fact 
that  at  the  end  of  April  the  subsidised  mail  boats  of  the  French 
Transatlantique  Company  ran  fortnightly  instead  of  weekly  as 
before,  and  no  longer  continued  the  journey  on  to  Cadiz,  thus 
making  only  one  entry  at  Tangier  each  voyage  instead  of  two, 
as  when  they  made  Cadiz  their  terminus,  touching  again  at 
Tangier  on  their  return  journey ; their  total  entries  for  the 
year  were  32,  with  27,660  tons,  as  against  75  entries,  with 
66,933  tons,  in  the  preceding  year.  The  other  entries  were  48 
vessels,  with  23,340  tons,  of  the  Paquet  line  of  Marseilles  visiting 
the  Moorish  ports  twice  a month  en  route  to  the  Canary  Islands ; 
13  steamers,  of  2,984  tons,  bringing  back  labourers  from  Algeria, 
and  one  “ Hadj  ” boat,  of  798  tons. 

Although  the  number  of  entries  of  Spanish  vessels  in  1892 
is  almost  the  same  as  in  the  former  year,  the  tonnage  has 
increased  by  24,683  tons  or  35  per  cent.  Sailing  vessels  show  a 
decrease  of  20  in  number,  but  an  increase  of  1,590  tons  in 
burthen,  the  vessels  that  visited  this  port  having  been  of  larger 
size  than  formerly.  Steamers  show  an  increase  of  22  in  number, 
and  of  23,093  in  tonnage.  The  majority  of  the  Spanish  steamers 
entering  this  port  were  the  subsidised  mail  boats  of  the  Trans- 
atlantica  Company,  which  are  credited  with  196  entries  and 
75,118  tons  ; they  ply  between  Cadiz  and  Tangier,  making  three 
voyages  a week  each  way,  and  once  a month  between  Cadiz  and 
Tangier,  the  Morocco  ports,  and  Barcelona.  The  Haynes’ 
Company  of  Cadiz  and  Gibraltar  have  24  entries,  of  8,832  tons. 
The  remaining  entries  were  2 steamers,  of  1,094  tons,  from  Gijon 
with  coals,  and  2 steamers,  of  810  tons,  which  took  cattle  for 
Barcelona. 

German  shipping  has  remained  stationary.  The  entries  were 
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as  follows : 12  vessels,  of  11,261  tons,  of  the  Woermann  Line 
running  from  Hamburg  to  West  Coast  of  Africa,  touching  at  the 
principal  Moorish  ports;  11  vessels,  of  10,238  tons,  of  the  Sloman 
Line,  visiting  the  ports  of  Italy  and  Spain ; and  9 vessels,  of 
5,716  tons,  of  the  Atlas  Line,  whose  itinerary  is  Hamburg, 

Antwerp,  Lisbon,  Tangier,  and  western  ports  of  Morocco. 

Of  the  9 Dutch  steamers,  3 et  Hadj  ” boats,  as  above  stated,  Dutch, 
of  4,532  tons,  were  English  steamers  transferred  temporarily  to 
the  Dutch  flag,  the  remaining  6 steamers,  of  3,831  tons,  belong 
to  the  “ Koninklijke  Nederlandsche  Stoomboot  ” Company  which 
ply  once  a month  between  Amsterdam,  Lisbon,  Tangier, 

Gibraltar,  and  the  ports  of  Italy. 

Population  and  Industries. 

The  population  of  Tangier  has  greatly  increased  of  late  years 
and  must  now  amount  to  about  30,000,  but  no  census  having 
ever  been  taken  it  is  impossible  to  give  accurate  figures.  The 
principal  increase  has  been  in  the  Spanish  residents  who  now 
number  upwards  of  6,000  almost  entirely  of  the  labouring  classes. 

The  total  foreign  population  probably  does  not  exceed  9,000. 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  in  the  supply  of  labour,  wages  Wages, 
have  risen,  and  now  vary  from  2s.  to  hs.  per  diem  for  masons, 
carpenters,  &c.,  and  from  10 d.  to  Is.  2d.  or  Is.  3 d.  for  labourers. 

There  are  four  steam  mills  in  work  at  Tangier,  three  of  them  Steam  mills, 
flour  and  saw  mills,  the  fourth  only  for  flour.  All  the  machinery 
came  from  Great  Britain. 

Electric  light  has  been  introduced  by  a Spanish  Company,  Electric  light, 
but  so  far,  I believe,  with  no  great  success,  subscribers  not  being 
sufficiently  numerous,  and  street  lighting  in  the  town  being  left 
to  the  initiation  of  private  persons. 

The  Spanish  Telephone  Company,  on  the  other  hand,  which  Telephones, 
started  operations  here  some  years  since  continues  to  obtain  an 
increasing  number  of  subscribers. 


Public  Works. 

A project  is  under  discussion  for  introducing  various  improve- 
ments at  Tangier  in  the  way  of  better  sanitation,  scavenging, 
repair  of  roads,  &c.  The  principal  work  to  be  undertaken  is  the 
supply  of  water  to  the  town.  Due  notice  will,  however,  be  given  Water  supply, 
when  tenders  are  invited. 

Agriculture. 

1892  was  a bad  year  for  cereals  on  account  of  the  excessive 
rains  in  the  preceding  winter.  The  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Tangier,  however,  rarely  produces  crops  sufficient  even  for  local 
wants;  and  land  transport  being  expensive,  whilst  sea  transport 
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is  prohibited,  except  on  payment  of  full  export  duties  or  by  the 
Sultan  on  his  own  account,  prices  rule  much  higher  than  in  other 
parts  of  Morocco.  Free  coastwise  trade  in  grain  has  occasionally 
been  permitted  for  limited  periods,  and  proved  of  the  greatest 
benefit,  especially  to  the  poorer  classes,  but  unfortunately  for 
the  last  3 years  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  the 
necessary  permission. 


Cattle. 

As  noted  above  there  was  a considerable  decrease  in  1892 
in  the  number  of  cattle  exported,  in  great  measure  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.  This  disease  appeared  in 
the  late  spring  and  spread  very  rapidly,  causing  at  first  great 
alarm,  both  amongst  the  owners  of  cattle  and  amongst  the 
general  public,  who  feared  to  eat  beef.  It  was  soon  found, 
however,  that  the  disease  was  very  rarely  fatal  except  to  young 
calves,  and  that,  after  running  its  course  during  two  or  three 
weeks,  it  left  the  animals  without  any  permanent  ill  effect.  It 
was  found  also  that  animals  that  had  once  passed  through  it 
w ere  not  liable  to  a second  attack,  and  some  owners  of  cattle 
purposely  introduced  the  disease  amongst  their  animals  early  in 
the  season  in  order  that  they  might  recover  before  the  great  heat 
of  summer.  The  disease  gradually  extended  into  the  interior 
in  an  ever  widening  circle,  but  still  with  little  or  no  mortality, 
and  having  attacked  nearly  all  the  cattle  gradually  died  out  and 
has  now  entirely  disappeared. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tangier 
during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

2 

83 

321 

68,892 

323 

68,975 

Spanish  

237 

5,407 

230 

88,374 

467 

93,781 

French  

1 

109 

94 

54,782 

95 

54,891 

German  

3 

314 

32 

27,215 

35 

27,529 

Dutch  

9 

8,363 

9 

8,363 

Portuguese 

"3 

'94 

3 

94 

Austrian  

*2 

2**214 

2 

2,214 

Swedish  

* *1 

*306 

1 

306 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

247 

6,313 

688 

249,840 

935 

256,153 

preceding 

980 

283,410 
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Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

1 

46 

318 

67,949 

319 

67,995 

Spanish  

235 

5,248 

230 

88,374 

465 

93,622 

French  

1 

109 

94 

54,782 

95 

54,891 

German  

1 

114 

32 

27,215 

33 

27'329 

Dutch  

9 

8,363 

9 

8,363 

Portuguese... 

*3 

‘”94 

... 

3 

94  - 

Austrian  

2 

2,214 

2 

2,214 

Swedish  

”’l 

"3O6 

1 

306 

Total  

242 

5,917 

685 

248,897 

927 

254,814 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

... 

954 

280,574 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tangier 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bird  seed  

Cwts. 

5,880 

£ 

3,528 

3,465 

£ 

1,733 

Beeswax  ...  

,,  ... 

987 

5,922 

1,006 

6,036 

Carpets  

Bales 

143 

2,145 

215 

3,225 

Crockery  

Boxes 

25 

250 

31 

316 

Dates  

Cwts. 

3,446 

10,338 

4,014 

12,042 

Dyes 

11  ••• 

1,702 

3,404 

2,360 

4,710 

Eggs 

Thousand... 

19,210 

34,583 

17,613 

35,227 

Fowls  

Dozen 

9,492 

4,746 

10,695 

6,417 

Goat-skins 

Cwts. 

4,040 

11,110 

5,139 

17,986 

Goat  hair 

II  ••• 

282 

452 

369 

635 

Hides  

II  ••• 

675 

1,214 

1,151 

2,072 

Leather,  filaly  

II  ••• 

54 

108 

35 

106 

Moorish  curiosities 

Packages... 

206 

• 2,060 

277 

1,985 

Oxen 

Head 

10,690 

64,140 

18,833 

112,998 

Slippers 

Bales 

739 

22,170 

928 

27,840 

Wool,  washed  and  greasy 

Cwts. 

80 

247 

126 

442 

Woollen  stuffs  

Bales 

645 

31,750 

278 

13,760 

Sundries  

... 

... 

3,804 

7,644 

Total  

201,971 

255,068 

Specie  

... 

48,500 

66,755 

Grand  total 

... 

250,471 

321,823 

12 
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Keturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tangier  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Bags,  empty  

Bales 

278 

1,945 

338 

2,290 

Bricks  and  tiles  

• •• 

6,272 

7,840 

Candles  

Cwts. 

3,251 

6,502 

3*471 

6,943 

Caps,  red  

Dozens  ... 

930 

930 

1,080 

1,080 

Cement  

Cwts. 

6,440 

1,262 

6,905 

1,399 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Packages ... 

1,099 

3,320 

689 

2,269 

Cloth  

Bales 

203 

21,370 

194 

25,140 

Coals 

Tons 

1,284 

1,963 

1,865 

2,798 

Coffee  

Cwts. 

1,096 

4,384 

761 

3,044 

Copper  and  brass 

712 

2,766 

716 

2,968 

Cotton  manufactured  goods 

Packages ... 

3,081 

196,020 

2,931 

184,240 

„ raw 

Cwts. 

494 

1,975 

384 

1,440 

Crockery,  china,  &c 

Packages ... 

452 

2,985 

675 

5,245 

Deal  planks  and  timber 

3,730  | 

4,405 

Dyes,  campeachy,  cochineal  ... 

Cwts. 

*175 

1,030 

*339 

2,065 

Firearms  

Packages... 

198 

1,320  1 

605 

1,308 

Flour  

Cwts. 

14,187 

14,187  1 

7,026 

7,032 

Furniture 

Packages... 

1,047 

3,778  1 

1,123 

3,951 

Glassware 

J ) 

1,513 

6,508 

991 

4,728 

Groceries  and  provisions 

*» 

7,C04 

11,140 

6,997  * 

11,832 

Gum,  benzoin  

Cwts. 

138 

690 

139 

695 

Gypsum 

,, 

8,390 

878 

12,292 

1,229 

Hardware  ...  

10,177 

... 

7,136 

Hides,  fresh  and  dry  

Cwts. 

”250 

315 

598 

743 

Incense  and  perfumery 

Packages ... 

152 

1,265 

173 

1,320 

Linen,  manufactured 

Cases 

12 

1,200 

85 

1,700 

Iron,  iron  rafters,  &c 

... . 

4,238 

9,320 

1 7,335 

Matches  

Gross 

18,300 

1,830 

11,900 

1,190 

Oils,  cotton  seed,  colza,  linseed, 

olive  

... 

5,124 

... 

1,392 

Oil,  petroleum  

Cases 

5*148 

1,796 

6,281 

1,643 

Paints  

Cwts. 

1,340 

1,116 

840 

698 

Silk,  manufactured  

Cases 

63 

5,040 

71 

5,680 

,,  raw  

Cwts. 

1,072 

42,880 

1,062 

42,480 

Spices  

Stationery,  paper,  &c 

n ... 

3,643 

7,765 

2,170 

4,878 

Packages... 

1,613 

2,945 

503 

2,057 

Sugar,  brown  and  crushed 

Cwts. 

3,408 

3,527 

4,852 

5,225 

Sugar,  loaf 

, , 

13,523 

17,499 

12,934 

16,737 

Tea 

Chests  ... 

5,436 

24,466 

5,018 

22,592 

Tobacco  

Cwts. 

4,813 

8,884 

2,255 

6,930 

Wine,  spirits,  ale,  &c 

10,274 

11,275 

Sundries  

25,588 

23,347 

Total 

Specie  

Grand  total 

... 

470,884 

53,900 

448,289 

42,500 

... 

524,784 

490,789 

TANGIER. 
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Annex  0. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  ol  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Tangier  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1892—91. 


Country. 


Great  Britain  and  Gibraltar 
ranee  and  Algeri 
ermany 
Spain 
Belgium 
-Italy 
Portugal 
"Holland 
Sweden 
"Russia 
Austria 
Tunis 
Tripoli 
Dakar 


'Total 


Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

141,645 

156,370 

291,157 

252,997 

52,495 

68,251 

162,635 

163,111 

671 

416 

51,091 

50,087 

47,196 

84,344 

13,128 

15,875 

48 

88 

4,033 

2,143 

2,781 

2,669 

1,285 

818 

9,685 

# , 

283 

840 

1,247 

. , 

1,900 

2,190 

. , 

, # 

1,248 

323 

355 

# # 

2,366 

. # 

2,596 

•• 

250,471 

321,823 

524,784 

490,789 

Tetcjan. 


Mr.  Consular  Agent  Nahon  reports  as  follows : — 

Annex  A. — Beturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tetuan 
during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

57 

985 

9 

479 

66 

1,464 

French  

6 

1,623 

6 

1,623 

Spanish  

”64 

623 

14 

4,224 

78 

4,847 

Total  

121 

1,608 

29 

6,326 

150 

7,934 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

... 

121 

3,861 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

55 

939 

9 

479 

64 

1,418 

1,623 

4,792 

French  

... 

6 

1,623 

6 

Spanish  

’*61 

568 

14 

4,224 

75 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

116 

1,507 

29 

6,326 

145 

7,833 

... 

122 

3,707 

14 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Tetuan 
during  the  Years  1891-92. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1892. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Almonds 

• •• 

Cwts. 

116 

700 

300 

900 

Basket,  empty 

Pieces 

3,600 

30 

3,500 

28 

Canary  seed 

Cwts. 

30 

21 

150 

63 

Eggs 

Thousands 

1,953 

3,400 

1,050 

1,575 

Fowls 

Dozens  ... 

215 

81 

110 

55 

Fresh  fruits... 

11 

280 

Goat-skins  ... 

Cwts. 

*"  3 

12 

‘lOO 

225 

Linseed 

,, 

196 

393 

1,350 

510 

Onions 

• •• 

1,500 

300 

Oranges 

Thousands 

... 

1,142 

1,900 

950 

Slippers 

• •• 

Pairs 

2,250 

225 

Snuff 

Cwts. 

36 

360 

Vegetables  ... 

“'97 

... 

110 

Walnuts 

Cwts. 

150 

112 

75 

45 

Wax 

>» 

120 

633 

525 

2,625 

Other  articles 

138 

600 

Total 

... 

6,770 

8,881 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Tetuan  during  the 
Years  1891-92. 


1891. 

1892. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Brass  and  copper 

Cwts. 

66 

239 

Building  materials  

*287 

660 

Candles  

Cwts. 

*430 

860 

*430 

860 

Cloth  

Bales  ... 

67 

4,352 

30 

2,880 

Coffee  

Cwts. 

170 

744 

175 

612 

Cotton  manufactures  

Bales  and 

boxes  ... 

440 

22,201 

400 

32,000 

Cotton,  raw,  and  cotton  thread... 
Crockery  and  glassware 

Bales 

Barrels, 

40 

98 

100 

3,4C0 

boxes, 

hampers 

336 

1,309 

250 

730 

Drugs  

180 

800 

Flour  

Bags 

1,200 

1,200 

Furniture 

Bales 

*386 

1,833 

1,060 

Hardware 

Barrels  and 

boxes  ... 

145 

2,000 

170 

2,550 

Hides  

Cwts. 

170 

484 

500 

1,000 

Iron 

Barrels  ... 

3,382 

1,454 

4,800 

1,230 

Olive-oil  \ 

150 

1,200 

Petroleum ) 

Boxes&  tins 

2,654 

1,144 

2,500 

625 

Rice 

Cwts. 

738 

597 

300 

270 

Saltpetre  and  salt,  common 

>1 

2,135 

329 

4,600 

375 

Silk 

Spices  

Bags, 

114 

5,709 

10 

500 

boxes, 
serous  ... 

165 

360 

150 

263 

Sugar- 

Loaf  

Crushed  and  brown  ...  $ 

Cwts. 

495 

6,206  £ 

3,500 

1,000 

4,200 

950 

Steel 

. ••• 

375 

300 

420 

315 

Tea 

Chests 

130 

186 

140 

420 

Wine,  spirits,  and  ale  

3,127 

750 

Other  articles  

8,680 

4,584 

Total  

... 

...  j 

62,440 

... 

68,663 

TANGIER. 
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Annex  C.— Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
T/xported  from  and  Imported  to  l'etuan  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-92.  c 


Countiy. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

Gibraltar 
Marseilles 
Spain  . . 

£ 

4,650 

2,1*20 

£ 

7,705 

1,176 

£ 

61,310 

1,1*30 

£ 

61,358 

350 

1,955 

Total  .. 

6,770 

8,881 

62,440 

63,663 

(1844) 
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Annex  D. — Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Tctuan  in  the  Year  1892. 
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Laraiche. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Forde  reports  as  follows 


Imports. 

The  imports  of  1892  exceed  those  of  any  previous  year  on  Great 
record  by  some  40,000/. ; but  Great  Britain  has  not  kept  its  Britain’s 
place  in  the  great  increase  of  these  last  10  years.  siare. 

In  the  decade  from  1873-82  Great  Britain  with  156,700/.  France, 
exceeded  the  imports  from  France  by  68,600/.,  whereas  from 
1883-92  the  former,  which  sent  640,800/.,  was  only  32,100/.  in 
excess  of  France.  This  progress  on  the  latter’s  part  is  due  to 
the  enormous  increase  in  its  shipments  of  sugar  ; in  fact,  it  may  Sugar, 
be  said  to  have  monopolised  this  trade  here,  seeing  that  in  1892 
it  sent  over  95  per  cent,  of  the  total.  Belgium  contributed 
4 per  cent.,  and  Germany  and  Great  Britain  per  cent.  each. 

Manchester  goods,  which  since  1888  had  fallen  off  seriously,  Manchester 
have  come  to  the  fore  again.  The  quantity  of  candles  imported  g°ods- 
is  about  double  that  of  any  previous  year,  98  per  cent,  coming  from  ^adiiterate 
England.  I learn  that  a considerable  portion  of  these,  which  are  beeswax, 
all  paraffin  of  inferior  quality,  are  diverted  from  their  legitimate 
use  in  Fez,  and  employed  in  adulterating  beeswax,  it  being  more 
convenient  to  use  paraffin  in  this  shape,  as  it  averts  suspicion. 

The  general  quality  of  teas  has  in  these  last  few  years  deterio-  Teas, 
rated,  this  being,  I believe,  owing  to  tea  drinking  having  become 
much  more  common  among  the  country  Moors,  who  are  content 
with  an  inferior  article. 

The  earthenware  trade,  which  was  in  former  years  a British  Earthenware, 
monopoly  almost,  has  been  allowed  to  pass  over  to  France  ; but 
Germany  is  now  trying  to  take  its  share.  The  latter  is  also 
beginning  to  send  thousands  of  cheap,  attractive  tea-glasses,  and  Tea-glasses, 
will  probably  wrest  this  trade  from  France. 

The  ammunition  which  came  from  Germany  was  for  the  Ammunition. 
Moorish  Government,  and  consisted  of  gunpowder  and  loaded 
and  empty  cartridges. 

Of  woollen  cloth  some  7,000  yards  were  from  Germany  and  Woollen 
5,000  yards  from  England ; the  former  was  a cheap,  well-got-up  cloth- 
cloth  of  wool  and  cotton,  and  has  become  rather  fashionable  among 
the  natives. 

The  machinery  was  for  the  Moorish  Government.  The  Machinery, 
rebate  in  duty  of  some  articles,  conceded  to  the  last  French 
mission,  is  not  likely  to  cause  any  perceptible  increase  in  imports 
if  the  items  affected,  for  the  simple  reason  that  jewellery,  silk  Silk  goods, 
goods,  &c.,  are,  as  a rule,  easily  smuggled  in,  and,  therefore,  are  jewellery,  &c. 
seldom  seen  at  the  custom-house.  I have  never  known  jewellery 
to  be  dutied  here. 


Exports. 


All  the  barley  and  10,600  quarters  of  beans  shipped  in  1892  Barley  and 
0644)  B 2 beans- 
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Birds  jed, 
great  increase. 


Wool. 


Lighterage 
service  of 
port. 


General 

trade. 


Branch  bank. 


Crops. 


Farley  and 

wheat. 

Leans. 

Chick  peas. 
Birdseed. 


belonged  to  previous  year’s  crops.  The  whole  of  the  former 
went  to  Gibraltar,  and  of  beans  64  per  cent,  was  for  Great 
Britain  and  Gibraltar,  24  per  cent,  for  Portugal,  and  12  per  cent, 
for  Spain. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  year  is  the  enormous 
quantity  of  birdseed  exported,  exceeding  that  of  any  previous 
year  by  nearly  4,000  quarters ; and,  owing  to  very  short  crops  in 
other  countries,  prices  in  the  second  half  of  the  year  ruled 
abnormally  high. 

The  quantity  of  wool  does  not  increase,  and  the  quality  ol 
that  shipped  seems  rather  to  deteriorate,  because  the  very  finest 
of  the  clip  is  bought  up  by  mountain  tribes  for  manufacture  of 
native  clothing,  besides  of  late  Babat  merchants  buy  largely  of  fine 
Aboudia  to  mix  with  and  improve  the  appearance  of  their  coarser 
wools. 


Shipping . 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  some  12,500  tons  on  that  of 
1891,  and  this  is  made  up  by  steamers.  The  lighterage  service 
of  the  port,  which  is  a Government  monopoly,  is  in  a very  back- 
ward and  inefficient  slate.  This  is  being  felt  more  acutely  'each 
year,  seeing  that  some  80  per  cent,  of  all  imports  have  to  be 
landed  from  steamers  anchored  outside  the  bar,  whereas  formerly 
the  imports,  which  were  insignificant,  and  all  exports  were  shipped 
in  sailing  craft  inside,  but  lighterage  has  not  been  increased. 
What  is  wanted,  and,  in  fact,  has  become  indispensable,  is  a steam 
tug  and  some  large  decked  lighters. 

Trade  has,  on  the  whole,  had  a healthier  tone,  having  accom- 
modated itself  to  the  high  rates  of  exchange,  which  have  not 
fluctuated  to  any  serious  extent,  as  in  1891  ; also  the  difficulty 
which  has  hitherto  existed  in  obtaining  bills  on  Europe  is  being 
obviated  by  the  recent  establishment  of  a branch  of  a Tangier 
bank. 


Agriculture . 

All  grain  crops,  which  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  gave 
promise  of  being  one  of  the  heaviest  ever  known  in  the  district, 
have  turned  out  much  under  the  average,  owing  to  the  torrential 
rains  which  fell  in  early  spring. 

Barley  and  wheat  were  not  sufficient  for  local  consumption. 

Beans,  which  from  the  quantities  sown,  should  have  yielded 
about  100,000  quarters,  only  reached  some  20,000  quarters. 

Chick  peas  were  also  much  under  the  average. 

Birdseed,  which  can  stand  any  quantity  of  rain,  yielded  the 
heaviest  crop  ever  gathered.  Several  farmers,  encouraged  by 
the  high  prices  lately  paid,  have  this  winter  departed  from  their 
hitherto  invariable  custom  of  sowing  small  quantities  among  their 
wheat,  and  have  sown  it  almost  alone,  mixing  with  the  seed  some 
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grains  of  wheat,  as  the  latter,  they  say,  having  a thicker  and 
stronger  stalk,  serves  to  protect  the  thinner  and  weaker  birdseed 
from  the  severity  of  the  weather. 

Millet  seed  and  dari  were  almost  totally  destroyed  also  by  Millet  peed 
the  heavy  rains.  This  neighbourhood  is  well  adapted  for  millet,  and  dari. 
and  it  would  be  extensively  cultivated  were  it  not  for  the  very 
heavy  export  duty  which,  as  a rule,  is  about  100  per  cent. 

The  locusts  of  1891  destroyed  this  year’s  oranges.  Oran«-es 

Cattle  and  sheep  have,  owing  to  the  abundance  of  pasturage,  an(i 
kept  in  good  condition.  sheep, 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects  for  coming  crops  are  progpectg 
satisfactory  on  the  whole,  a few  showers  of  rain  only  being 
required  for  the  late  wheats. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Laraiche 
during  the  Year  1892, 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

10 

531 

33 

21,583 

43 

22,114 

Danish 

5 

551 

5 

551 

French  

1 

59 

46 

22,698 

47 

22,757 

German  

3 

282 

8 

4,791 

11 

5,073 

Norwegian 

2 

248 

2 

248 

Fortuguese 

41 

1,935 

41 

1,935 

Spanish  

47 

1,996 

”i6 

13,482 

63 

15,478 

Total  

, , for  the  year 
preceding 

109 

5,602 

193 

62,554 

212 

68,156 

... 

240 

55,758 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

10 

531 

33 

21,583 

43 

22,114 

Danish  

5 

551 

5 

551 

french  

1 

59 

'46 

22,698 

47 

22,757 

5,073 

German  

. 3 

282 

8 

4,791 

11 

Norwegian 

o 

248 

2 

248 

l’ortuguese 

41 

1,935 

41 

1,935 

Spanish 

47 

1,996 

16 

13,482 

63 

15,478 

Total  

109 

5,602 

103 

62,554 

212 

68,156 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

240 

55,758 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Laraiche  during  the  Years  1892-91. 

O 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Barley  

Quarters  ... 

1,660 

£ 

2,347 

2,490 

20,853 

£ 

2,999 

Beans  

*"! 

28,912 
9,358  1 

... 

38,445 

28,890 

Birdseed  

.’j 

Thousands  1 

28,325 

3,662 

6,074 

Oranges  

... 

2,445 

1,467 

Peas 

Quarters  ... 

612 

1,596 

1,562 

4,407 

Wool  in  grease  

Cwts. 

6,537 

16,996 

6,506 

15,615 

Other  articles  

2,144 

2,131 

Total  

| ... 

89,853 

61,583 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Laraiche  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 

O C5 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Belgium 

, . 

4,221 

8,420 

France  .. 

15,4*15 

9,867 

112,778 

71,113 

Germany 

• • 

17,914 

1,221 

Great  Britain  . . 

52,701 

17,719 

91,244 

62,744 

Italy 

, , 

2,768 

, . 

Portugal 

15, *2*80 

9,899 

.. 

. , 

Spain  . . 

6,457 

24,098 

*345 

•• 

Total 

89,853 

61,583 

229,270 

143,498 

TANGIER 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Laraiche  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Ammunition  

Packages . 

1,355 

£ 

14,620 

£ 

Brass  and  copper 

Cwts. 

583 

2,097 

’380 

1*325 

Candles  

>» 

,,  ... 

6,920 

15,503 

3,592 

7,428 

Coffee  

297 

1,426 

117 

642 

Cotton,  manufactured  ... 

Bales 

597 

48,290 

449 

32,656 

,,  raw 

Cwts. 

541 

2,164 

171 

684 

Earthenware  

Packages... 

331 

1,408 

277 

977 

Firearms  

... 

1,092 

Furniture 

Packages ... 

243 

*1,145 

Groceries,  provisions,  &c. 

Cwts. 

1,161 

1,082 

Hardware 

Packages... 

197 

1,216 

*320 

2^296 

Incense,  perfumery,  &c.... 

Cwts. 

322 

1,084 

Iron 

••• 

Packages... 

4,319 

2,843 

4,284 

'2*613 

Machinery 

452 

4,105 

Paper  

Reams 

12,238 

1,193 

5,694 

*572 

Petroleum  ...  ’ 

Cases 

1,290 

496 

3,046 

1,218 

Sacks,  empty  

Bales 

119 

1,389 

... 

Silk,  raw  

Cwts. 

308 

18,480 

169 

8,009 

Spices  

1)  ••• 

822 

1,808 

1,132 

2,600 

Sugar  

»>  ••• 
Chests 

66,714 

94,913 

58,217 

69,855 

Tea 

1,731 

6,933 

709 

3,657 

Woollen  cloth 

Yards 

12,260 

2,267 

14,700 

2,940 

Other  articles  

4,808 

4,934 

Total  

229,270 

... 

143,498 

Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Laraiche  in  the  Year  1892. 

Direct  Trade  in  British  Vessels  from  and  to  Great  Britain  and  British  Colonies. 
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Rabat. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Frost  reports  as  follows 
General  Remarks . 

The  statistics  of  the  movement  of  commerce  at  this  port  for 
the  year  under  review  present  the  same  anomaly  as  those  of  the 
previous  year,  namely,  an  expanding  import  trade  contrasted 
with  a diminishing  export  trade. 

Imported  goods  have  reached  a total  value  of  192,931/.,  a Imports, 
figure  superior  to  that  of  any  previous  year,  and  showing  an 
advance  on  the  year  1891  of  28,559 /.  equal  to  17^  per  cent. 

On  the  other  hand,  exports  have  shrunk  to  an  almost  un-  Exports, 
preoedentedly  low  level,  having  attained  a total  of  only  28,967 /.,  a 
loss  of  20,883/.,  or  rather  more  than  40  per  cent,  on  the  already 
meagre  figure  of  the  previous  year.  In  the  aggregate  there  is 
a gain  of  7,676/.,  or  about  3^  per  cent,  on  the  year’s  trade,  which 
would,  however,  have  been  converted  into  a loss  of  equal  amount 
had  it  not  been  for  the  exceptional  import  of  a cargo  of  machinery 
for  Government  account  from  Germany. 


Imports  and  Exports. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  Great  Britain  with  imports  British, 
valued  at  121,863/.  gains  20,273/.,  or  20  per  cent.;  France  with  French,  and 
47,901/.  loses  3,644/.,  or  8 per  cent.;  and  Germany  with  21,705/. 
gains  11,708/.,  or  117  per  cent.  Deducting  the  exceptional  import lmp01 
above  referred  to  German  trade  would  stand  to  lose  2,292/.,  or 
.23  per  cent. 

In  exports,  Great  Britain  with  11,049/.  loses  1,474/.,  or  British, 

12  per  cent.  ; France  with  17,095/.  loses  17,442/.,  or  more  than  French,  and 
half;  and  Germany  with  669/.  loses  995/.,  or  60  per  cent.  Ge^m‘?uu 

From  these  figures  it  is  evident  that  British  trade  has  been  British  trade. 
well  maintained,  and  compares  favourably  with  that  of  other 
countries.  The  growth  in  the  entries  of  our  staple  manufacture, 
cotton  goods,  is  wonderfully  sustained  in  spite  of  serious  draw-  Cotton  goods, 
backs.  10  years  ago  (1882)  the  import  of  British  cotton  goods 
was  valued  at  25,340 /. ; last  year  the  amount  had  risen  to  95,059/., 
being  the  largest  hitherto  recorded,  and  showing  an  increase  over 
1891  of  no  less  than  22,129/.  No  doubt  the  remarkably  low 
price  of  this  class  of  goods  stimulated  their  sale,  as  well  as  the 
pressure  of  new  houses  striving  for  a share  in  the  trade. 

The  import  of  tea  is  slightly  less,  but  candles  improved  by  Tea. 
nearly  60  tons,  bringing  the  total  up  to  180  tons,  worth  7,244/.,  Candle, 
which  ie  far  in  advance  of  any  previous  figures. 

In  imports  from  France,  loaf-sugar  has  remained  stationary  French 
in  quantity,  but  slightly  lower  in  value.  France  continues  to  imports, 
hold  the  virtual  monopoly  of  the  supply  of  this  article,  the  only  Loaf  suSar* 


24 


MOROCCO. 


German 

trade. 

Cloth  and 
woollens. 

Machinery. 


Crane. 


Spanish 

imports. 


competitor  being  Belgium,  from  whence  a small  lot  of  20  tons 
was  received,  which,  having  arrived  in  a German  vessel,  appears 
in  the  returns  as  of  German  origin.  Other  articles  show  but 
trifling  fluctuations,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  candles  have  for  the 
first  time  entirely  disappeared  from  the  list  of  French  imports. 
The  cotton  goods  credited  to  France  are,  I believe,  almost  entirely 
of  Swiss  manufacture. 

German  trade  has  not  been  very  flourishing,  the  import  of 
cloth  and  woollens,  its  principal  item,  having  fallen  from  5,41 21.  to 
2,746/.  The  market  was  overstocked  with  these  goods  the  previous 
year,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  limited  almost  wholly  to  the 
townspeople.  The  item  of  machinery  which  contributes  14,000/., 
or  two-thirds  of  the  total  import,  consisted  of  material  for  the 
mounting  of  two  Krupp  guns,  and  includes  a crane  to  lift  40  tons, 
which  has  been  erected  at  the  waterport  by  German  engineers. 

The  imports  from  Spain  are  trifling,  reaching  1,462/.  in  value 
only,  and  consisting  of  wine,  building  material,  and  fruit. 


Wool  and 
goat  skins. 


French 

exports. 

Wool. 

Goatskins. 

British 

exports. 

Goatskins. 

Woollen 

goods. 

Exports  to 
Germany 
and  Spain. 


Navigation. 


British, 
French, 
German,  and 
Spanish 
shipping. 


Exports. 

Exports  have  been  adversely  affected  by  diminished  shipments 
of  wool  and  goat  skins,  the  former  having  fallen  from  8,795  cwts., 
value  26,371/.,  to  5,631  cwts.,  value  15,958/.,  end  the  latter  from 
2,005  bales,  value  13,578/.,  to  581  bales,  value  2,900/.  These 
two  items  show  a loss  of  21,091/.,  thus  fully  accounting  for  the 
reduction  in  the  total  exports.  Bad  markets  in  Europe  have 
made  the  wool  trade  an  unremunerative  one,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  goatskins  which  have  specially  suffered  from  the 
collapse  in  the  demand  for  the  United  States. 

French  export  trade  has  been  the  most  severely  affected,  the 
decline  in  wool  being  2,945  cwts.,  value  9,535/.,  and  in  goatskins 
1,093  bales,  value  8,216/.,  reducing  the  total  export  to  France  by 
more  than  one-half. 

British  exports  have  declined  in  wool,  178  cwts.,  value  789/., 
and  in  goatskins  (for  the  United  States),  88  bales,  value  820/., 
against  which  there  is  some  improvement  in  woollen  goods, 
carpets,  and  beeswax. 

Exports  to  Germany  and  Spain  have  been  insignificant, 


Navigation. 

The  return  of  navigation  presents  a total  of  just  100  vessels, 
of  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  57,554  register  tons,  which  is  in  excess 
of  any  previous  year,  and  superior  to  1891,  by  2 vessels  and 
3,612  tons. 

British  shipping  is  less  by  5 vessels  and  3,122  tons ; French 
shipping  has  increased  by  3 vessels  and  1,798  tons;  German 
shipping  has  increased  by  7 vessels  and  3,523  tons  ; and  Spanish 
shipping  has  decreased  by  3 vessels,  but  gained  in  tonnage 
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1,569  tons.  It  is  of  course  well  known  that  the  tonnage  under 
any  given  flag  frequenting  these  ports  is  no  index  to  the  import- 
ance of  that  nation’s  commerce  with  Morocco.  For  instance,  the 
13  steamers  under  the  Spanish  flag  which  called  off  this  port 
during  the  year  under  review  landed  goods  to  the  value  of  2,1842. 
only,  and  took  almost  nothing. 

The  decrease  in  British  tonnage  arises  from  less  frequent  British 
arrivals  of  steamers  on  their  homeward  voyages,  occasioned  by  the  tonnage, 
paucity  of  cargo  offering. 

The  most  noteworthy  circumstance  of  the  year  was  the  arrival  German 
inside  the  bar  of  the  German  steamer  “ Essidet  Turki,”  built  to  5^“^ 
the  order  of  the  Moorish  Government  for  the  transport  of  war  Turki.” 
material  from  Germany.  This  vessel  specially  constructed  to 
carry  a large  cargo  on  a light  draught  of  water,  and  measuring 
350  tons  register,  safely  crossed  the  bar  at  neap  tides  drawing 
7-^  feet  with  300  tons  dead  weight  on  board.  She  formed  at  her 
moorings  a striking  contrast  to  the  small  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
craft  which  for  so  long  have  been  the  sole  occupants  of  our 
river. 

At  the  same  time  the  steam  tug  destined  for  service  at  this  Steam  tug. 
port,  and  referred  to  in  my  last  report,  arrived  from  Hamburg. 

She  proves  to  be  a superior  little  vessel  of  good  power  and 
capable  of  crossing  the  bar  when  the  port  lighters  could  not 
venture  out.  She  is  not,  however,  adapted  for  carrying  cargo, 
but  is  intended  to  tow  the  lighters,  which  are  the  largest  used  on 
this  coast,  lifting  15  tons  to  20  tons  each.  Being,  as  Moorish 
Government  property,  under  the  control  of  the  Captain  of  the 
port,  the  vessel  has,  I regret  to  say,  hitherto  afforded  but  little 
assistance  to  the  work  of  the  port,  arising  from  ignorance  of  her 
capabilities,  coupled  with  a disinclination  to  encourage  any  im- 
provement initiated  by  Europeans,  displayed  by  that  officer ; and 
I much  fear  the  good  intentions  of  the  Sultan  in  providing  the 
steamer,  at  no  small  expense,  will  thus  be  nullified. 

Specie  to  the  value  of  1,0182.  was  imported,  and  the  export  Specie, 
amounted  to  13,50 21. 

Bills  on  London  and  Paris  ruled  at  from  12  per  cent,  to  Bills. 

20  per  cent,  premium  for  Spanish  coin. 


Agriculture. 

Agricultural  prospects  are,  as  I write,  far  from  encouraging. 
Clouds  of  locusts  have  appeared  from  time  to  time  greatly  damag- 
ing the  growing  crops,  and  although  all  might  be  repaired  by 
seasonable  rains,  these  unfortunately  have  been  wanting  of  late, 
and  with  a hot  sun,  vegetation  is  parched.  Last  year’s  crops  of 
wheat  and  barley  were  so  good,  that  the  dry  weather  has  not  as 
yet  affected  prices  which  remain  at  a moderate  level. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rabat 
during  the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tong. 

British  

18 

14,830 

18 

14,830 

Moorish  

1 

' 19 

1 

19 

French  

• •• 

37 

24,088 

37 

24,088 

Spanish  

6 

114 

13 

10,381 

19 

10,495 

German  

2 

173 

13 

7,694 

15 

7,867 

Portuguese 

10 

255 

10 

255 

Total  

,,  for  the  year 

18 

542 

82 

57,012 

100 

57,554 

preceding 

22 

658 

76 

53,284 

98 

53,942 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

I 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

18 

14,830 

18 

14,830 

French  

37 

24.088 

37 

24,088 

Spanish  

* *5 

‘**89 

13 

10,381 

18 

10,470 

German  

2 

173 

13 

7,694 

15 

7,867 

Portuguese 

10 

255 

10 

255 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

17 

517 

81 

56,993 

98 

57,510 

22 

658  1 

76 

53,284 

98 

53,942 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Rabat 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wool 

Cwts. 

5,631 

£ 

15,958 

8,795 

£ 

26,371 

Goatskins 

Bales 

581 

2,900 

2,005 

13,587 

Woollen  goods  

11  ... 
Quarters  ... 

206 

7,318 

103 

6,315 

Grain  (beans)  

798 

603 

805 

805 

Other  articles  

2,188 

2,772 

Total 

28,967 

49,850 

RETURN  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Rabat  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  goods  and  yarn 

Bales 

1,159 

£ 

98,897 

1,009 

£ 

73,846 

Loaf-sugar 

Cwts. 

26,768 

32,256 

26,753 

34,706 

Tea 

Chests 

2,290 

8,896 

2,732 

10,920 

Cloth  and  woollens  

Bales  and 
cases  ... 

163 

6,666 

218 

8,212 

Candles  

Cwts. 

8,622 

7,244 

2,501 

6,003 

Other  articles  

38,972 

31,685 

Total 

192,931 

164,372 

TANGIER. 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  Principal 
Articles  Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Rabat  from  and 
to  Foreign  Countries  duiing  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain 

11,049 

12,523 

121,863 

101,590 

France  . . 

17,095 

34,537 

47,901 

51,545 

Germany 

669 

1,664 

21,705 

9,997 

Other  countries 

154 

1,126 

1,462 

1,240 

Total 

28,967 

49,850 

192,931 

164,372 

Annex  D. — Return  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Rabat  in  the  Year  1892. 
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Fez. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Macleod  reports  as  follows  : — 

In  submitting  the  following  report  I would  remark  that  General 
owing  to  statistics  not  being  procurable  from  the  Moorish  autho-  remarks, 
rities,  and  to  this  being  the  first  trade  report  issued  from  Fez,  it 
is  necessarily  more  a general  survey  of  the  market  and  the 
existing  condition  of  trade  than  an  elaborate  statistical  analysis. 


Imports . 

The  goods  imported  from  abroad  comprise  the  same  articles 
used  in  other  Moorish  cities,  and  shown  in  the  consular  reports  of 
Tangier  and  Laraiche  with  the  addition  of  fine  woollen  yarn,  silk 
and  silk  waste  and  cotton  yarn  imported  for  the  “ haik”  looms 
and  native  silk  looms. 

On  examining  the  conditions  under  which  the  import  trade 
is  carried  on,  it  will  be  seen  that  they  present  such  difficulties 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  business  of  a merchant 
proper,  i.e .,  selling  his  own  stock,  is  almost  exclusively  in  native 
hands.  The  extremely  low  prices  current,  the  excessive  credits 
allowed  by  European  manufacturers,  and  the  keen  competition 
amongst  the  native  merchants  themselves,  all  conduce  to  this 
result. 

The  fluctuations  which  occur  in  the  rates  of  inland  transport 
of  goods  by  camels  and  mules,  and  the  large  percentage  which 
this  charge  bears  in  the  net  delivered  value  of  the  rougher 
staple  articles  of  trade,  further  harass  the  importer.  Very 
frequently  the  profit  or  loss  upon  merchandise  depends  entirely 
upon  whether  the  rate  of  freight  from  the  coast  has  been  cheap 
or  otherwise.  This  rate  is  affected  in  its  turn  by  the  price  of 
grain  and  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  mule  and  camel  tracks 
being  in  wet  weather  almost  or  wholly  impassable  for  heavily 
laden  animals,  and  the  rivers  being  frequently  in  flood  and  not 
having  bridges  cause  further  delays  and  hindrances  to  be  of 
frequent  occurrence  during  all  but  the  summer  months. 

The  obtainable  profit  on  the  staple  imports  being  so  largely 
dependent  upon  the  inland  transport  variation,  his  skill  in 
cheapening  this  charge  further  places  the  native  merchant  at  an 
advantage  in  competing  with  the  foreigner. 

The  supplying  of  the  market  is  consequently  almost  entirely 
done  by  commission  agents,  who  sell  to  the  native  merchants 
generally  by  contract,  on  sample,  delivering  goods  f.o.b.  at  a 
Morocco  or  European  port. 

To  the  different  ways  in  which  the  Germans  and  the  English 
conduct  this  commission  agency  may  in  a large  degree  be 
attributed  the  great  expansion  of  German  trade  in  this  district 
within  the  last  15  years. 

The  English  manufactures  are  as  a rule  bought  by  Moorish 
commission  agents  residing  in  London  or  Manchester,  or  by 
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colossal  concerns  to  whom  the  Fez  market  is  not  an  object  of 
importance  or  of  special  study,  and  who  do  not  send  representa- 
tives here  to  push  their  interests.  There  is  consequently  little  or 
no  enterprise  observable  in  the  English  commercial  relations  with 
this  district. 

On  the  ether  hand  the  French,  and  more  particularly  the 
German,  trade  is  done  by  travelling  or  resident  European  agents 
on  the  coast  or  in  Fez.  By  their  means  many  novelties  are 
introduced  and  demand  created  for  previously  unknown  articles, 
and  trade  springs  up  frequently  in  quite  unexpected  directions. 
Cheap  glassware,  cheap  cutlery,  cheap  clocks,  and  enamelled  iron- 
ware, cooking  utensils,  sewing  machines,  may  all  be  quoted  as 
instances  of  what  can  be  done  by  enterprise  and  careful  study  of 
the  wants  of  the  natives.  Formerly  such  articles  were  almost  or 
wholly  unknown,  but  since  the  advent  of  European  temporary  or 
permanent  agents  here  an  increasing  trade  is  being  developed. 
One  by  one  articles  of  which  England  previously  had  the  sale 
are  being  taken  up  by  continental  manufacturers,  and  imitations 
energetically  introduced  into  the  market.  In  competing  for  the 
sale  of  staple  articles  and  introducing  novelties,  the  knowledge  of 
the  native  tastes  and  requirements  gained  by  the  travelling  or 
resident  European  agents  of  continental  houses  is  obviously  of 
great  advantage  to  the  manufacturers. 


Exports. 


Dates. 


Exports. 

The  exports  from  Fez  comprise  Tafilett  dates  and  goat- 
skins for  London  and  Marseilles,  and  yellow  slippers,  and  haiks, 
of  local  manufacturers,  for  Egypt* 

These  dates  are  brought  by  camels  from  the  Tafilett  district, 
and  are  frequently  of  a very  fine  quality.  They  arrive  here  from 
the  beginning  of  October  till  the  middle  of  December,  and  mer- 
chants try  to  have  their  consignments  on  the  London  or 
Marseilles  markets  before  Christmas,  as  after  then  the  prices  fall 
enormously.  The  trade  is  of  a very  speculative  character.  Last 
year  the  crop  and  supply  were  good,  but  owing  to  the  high  rates 
of  exchange  at  the  time  there  was  a very  keen  competition 
amongst  purchasers  here  anxious  only  to  save  a whole  or  part  of 
the  cost  of  buying  bills  on  England  by  remitting  produce  instead. 
The  trade  is  said,  therefore,  to  have  turned  out  very  unprofit- 
able. In  connection  with  the  date  trade  I would  point  out  that 
if  the  French  Algeria-Sahara  liailway  is  extended  further  south 
or  south-west,  and  Tafilett  brought  nearer  to  it  than  to  Fez,  it  is 
possible  that  the  consignments  might  reach  Europe  in  the  future 
through  that  channel.  The  cost  of  transport  to  the  Algerian 
ports  by  rail  would  probably  be  much  cheaper  than  the  camel  or 
mule  hires  from  Fez  to  Tangier,  viz.,  35.  to  6s.  per  cwt. 

In  such  a contingency  Fez  would  lose  necessarily  the  sale  of 
the  European  or  local  merchandise  which  the  Tafilett  people  buy 
with  the  proceeds  of  their  dates. 


Tangier. 
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Local  Manufactures. 

The  only  industries  which  are  followed  in  Fez,  in  addition  to  Local 
those  of  every  Moorish  city,  are  slipper-making  and  haiks  of  fine  manufactures, 
qualities  for  export,  and  silk  fabrics  of  various  sorts — for  local 
use  or  sale  in  other  Moorish  towns — and  pottery  and  tiles  of 
various  sorts.  These  last  two  trades  would  probably  develop 
greatly  if  any  means  of  cheap  transit  to  the  coast  existed.  As 
it  is  the  transport  costs  as  mucli  as,  or  more  than,  the  goods 
themselves. 


A griculture. 

There  are  almost  no  crops  grown  for  export  in  the  district — Agriculture, 
wheat,  barley,  canary  seed,  and  beans  are  supplied  to  the  city  by 
the  neighbouring  provinces. 

in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  olives,  grapes,  and  all  sorts 
of  fruits  and  vegetables  are  grown.  The  abundance  of  water 
available  for  irrigation  and  the  variation  of  climate  during  the 
year,  the  temperature  ranging  from  as  low  as  30  degrees  in  the 
winter  to  114  degrees  in  the  summer,  enable  the  plants  of  almost 
any  climate  to  be  grown  at  some  time  of  the  year. 

The  past  year  yielded  good  average  crops  all  round.  Locusts 
which,  in  1891,  had  done  great  damage,  did  not  visit  this  district 
in  any  serious  numbers  in  1892. 

Foot-and-mouth  disease  broke  out,  and  was  very  prevalent  for  Cattle  plague, 
about  six  weeks  in  midsummer,  but  although  no  precautions  were 
taken  to  control  the  epidemic  it  gradually  disappeared. 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  the  Court  and  army,  thus  increasing 
the  local  population  by  20,000  to  30,000  persons  here  during  1892, 
the  prices  of  cattle  and  sheep  have  been  high.  Bullocks  ranged 
from  15  dol.  to  25  dol.  each,  and  sheep  1^  dol.  to  4 dol.  each 
according  to  quality. 


Retrospective . 

The  year  1892  was,  for  Fez,  the  most  eventful  period  since 
the  present  Sultan’s  accession. 

In  February,  a British  Postal  Agency  having  bi-weekly 
courier  service  to  Tangier  was  opened,  thus  for  the  first  time 
placing  Fez  in  direct  and  regular  communication  with  abroad, 
and  with  the  Moorish  ports. 

From  May  12  to  July  12,  Sir  Charles  Euan  Smith’s  Special 
Mission  was  in  residence  here,  and  on  the  5th  July  the  Vice- 
Consulate  was  instituted. 

In  the  end  of  July,  a French  firm  instituted  a bi-weekly 
Postal  Courier  Service  to  Tangier,  Elksar,  and  Laraiche  in  co- 
operation with  the  French  Post  Office  in  Tangier.  In  the 
beginning  of  1893  this  service  was  taken  over  by  the  French 
(1644)  C 
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Government,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Moorish  Government 
established  a post  of  their  own,  taking  letters  to  other  Moorish 
towns,  but  not  for  abroad,  so  that  whereas  in  January,  1892,  there 
was  no  official  mail  service,  now  six  couriers  per  week  leave  for 
Tangier  alone  under  the  control  of  the  Moorish,  British,  or  French 
Governments. 

The  Moorish  Post  Office  uses  no  adhesive  nor  date  stamps, 
but  an  inked  seal  bearing  the  name  of  the  Sultan  and  the  current 
Mohammedan  year. 

From  September  27  till  December  12  the  French  Special 
Mission,  under  Count  d’Aubigny,  visited  Fez  and  succeeded  in 
obtaining  several  reductions  in  import  duties  on  French  products 
and  other  concessions,  notably  the  right  to  export  minerals  from 
the  Moorish  Government. 


Exchange . 

The  currency  here  is  the  Spanish  dollar,  but  a considerable 
amount  of  French  money  finds  its  way  to  this  district  from 
Algeria  and  Oujdah.  During  1892  the  exchange  has  fluctuated 
here  in  the  same  degree  as  elsewhere. 

The  rates  have  varied  from  14 J per  cent,  to  21  per  cent,  for 
French  money,  and  15 J per  cent,  to  22  per  cent,  for  English 
Bills. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1185.  Callao 

, , 

# , 

Id. 

1245.  Guatemala  ., 

, . 

..  Id. 

1186.  Jerusalem  .. 

# , 

, , 

td. 

1246.  Madrid 

. , 

..  Id. 

1187.  Chefoo 

, , 

lid. 

1247.  Gothenburg . . 

. , 

..  2d. 

1188.  Munich 

, , 

2d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

, , 

..  2|d. 

1189.  Resht- 

, . 

Id. 

1249.  Fiume 

, . 

..  2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

, % 

ltd. 

1250.  Leghorn 

, . 

..  2td. 

1191.  Batoum 

. , 

# , 

lfd. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

, . 

..  5 Id. 

1192.  Tainan 

, , 

Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

..  2d. 

1193.  Amoy  .. 

. . 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

. . Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

. . 

. . 

4d.  , 

1254.  Smyrna 

..  Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

. . 

# , 

2d. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

..  ltd. 

1196.  Algiers 

, . 

..  15td. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

. . 

..  ltd. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

, , 

4 # 

Id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

. . 

..  ltd. 

1198.  Nice 

# , 

, , 

ltd. 

1258.  Tientsin 

. . 

..  Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow. . 

, , 

ltd. 

1259.  Port  Said 

..  Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

..  2id. 

1201.  Stettin 

, , 

4td. 

1261.  Damascus  .. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

, . 

..  td. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

2|d. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

..  2|d. 

1204.  Syra.. 

id.  : 

1264.  Jeddah 

..  Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

2td. 

1265.  Vienna 

, . 

..  3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

ltd. 

1266.  Shanghai 

..  3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1267.  Bangkok  .. 

..  ltd. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

..  ltd. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

..  2d. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg 

, . 

..  Id. 

1211.  Ichang 

. . 

3td. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

. . 

..  td. 

1212.  Wenchow  . . 

Id. 

1272.  Christiania  . . 

, , 

. . 5d. 

1213.  Havana 

. , 

. . 

2d. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth.. 

..  td. 

1214.  Cagliari 

. . 

Id. 

1274.  New  York  . . 

, , 

..  3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar. . 

• • 

id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

..  7td. 

1216.  Foochow 

• t 

Id. 

1276.  Alexandria  . . 

. . 

..  ltd. 

1217.  Wuhu 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

, , 

..  2td. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  .. 

• • 

ltd. 

1278.  Bilbao 

, , 

..  3td. 

1219.  San  Jose 

• • 

Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

..  6d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin 

..  2td. 

1221.  Mogador 

. . 

2td. 

1281.  Salvador 

, . 

..  Id. 

1222.  Berlin 

ltd. 

1282.  Malaga 

..  4d. 

1223.  Rome 

, , 

Id. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  8td. 

1224.  Constantinople 

# . 

• t 

6 id. 

1284.  Canton 

. . 

..  Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

• • 

2td. 

1285.  Washington . . 

• • 

..  4td. 

1226.  Madeira 

5td. 

1286.  Warsaw 

..  td. 

1227.  Soul.. 

ltd. 

1287.  Pekin 

. . 

..  td. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam  .. 

..  Id. 

1229.  Newchwang. . 

Id. 

1289.  Manila 

. . 

..  2td. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

ltd. 

1290.  Bahia 

.. 

..  Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

, , 

Id. 

1291.  Munich 

..  Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

# , 

# , 

2d. 

1292.  Trieste 

..  ltd. 

1233.  Chicago  . . 

, , 

v , 

3d. 

1293.  Tunis 

..  4d. 

1234.  Taganrog  . . 

. . 

2td. 

i 1294.  Montevideo  .. 

..  ltd. 

1235.  Ningpo 

9 . 

M 

Id. 

1 1295.  Belgrade 
1296.  Teneriffe 

. . 

..  2d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

Id. 

. . 

..  Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

..  3d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor  . . 

. . 

Id. 

1298.  Rome 

..  2td. 

1239.  Madrid 

, # 

, , 

td. 

1299.  Danlzig 

. , 

..  7d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

2d. 

1300.  Sofia  . . 

..  2td. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

3d. 

1301.  Mexico 

. , 

..  ltd. 

1242.  Erzeroum  .. 

Id. 

1302.  Paris 

. . 

..  Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

3id. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

..  td. 

1244.  Naples  .. 

.. 

1 • 

Id. 

1304.  Tangier 

..  2td. 
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Consul  Sealy  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Aden , September  12,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Somali  Coast  Protectorate 
for  the  year  ended  March  31,  1893. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  C.  YV.  H.  SEALY. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Somali  Coast  Protectorate 
for  the  Year  ended  March  31,  1893. 


Abstract  of  Contents. 

Page 
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State  of  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
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Berbera  and  Bulhar — 

Principal  articles  of  trade  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  3 

Zaila — 

Principal  articles  of  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cause  of  decrease  in  Zaila  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

General  remarks  on  trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Trade  between  flag  ports  and  Aden  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Jibuti — 

Rules  for  mining  concessions,  &c.  ..  . . ..  . . . . . . 6 


There  is  nothing  to  add  to  the  detailed  information  given  in  The  country, 
the  Report  for  1891-2  regarding  the  country,  people,  climate,  &c.,  people,  &c. 
and  trade  was  confined  to  the  same  articles  of  commerce  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

Several  causes  alfected  the  development  of  trade,  such  as  state  of  trade, 
cholera,  Abyssinian  raids  on  the  Ogaden,  effects  of  last  year’s 
famine,  &c.  Nevertheless,  on  the  whole,  there  was  an  increase. 

(1645) 


2 


AFRICA. 


Summary  for 
1892-93. 


Berbera  and 
Bulhar  trade. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  trade  for  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1893,  as  compared  with  1891-92,  including  treasure 
and  live-stock : — 


Description. 

Amount. 

1891-92. 

1892-93. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Imports — 

Berbera  and  Bulhar. . 
Zaila  . . 

£ 

167,561 

127,895 

£ 

254,501 

120,446 

£ 

86,940 

£ 

7,449 

Total  . . 

295,456 

394,947 

79,941 

— T 

Exports — 

Berbera  and  Bulhar. . 
Zaila 

162,594 

186,859 

191,106 

139,822 

28,512 

47,037 

T«tal 

349,453 

330,928 

•• 

18,525 

Grand  Total  . . 

644,909 

705,875 

60,966 

•• 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  export  and  import 
trade  of  Berbera  and  Bulhar  for  five  years  ending  with  1892-93, 
excluding  treasure : — 


Berbera  and  Bulhar. 


Year. 

Yalue. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1888-89 ' 

213,401 

207,373 

420,775 

1889-90 | 

157,239 

162,266 

321,505 

1890-91 I 

191,712 

141,279 

332,991 

1891-92 ' 

161,112 

119,553 

280,664 

1892-93 

218,145 

182,139 

400,284 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  that  notwithstanding 
several  occurrences  which  adversely  affected  the  trade  in  these 
ports  of  the  Protectorate,  the  imports  and  exports  show  con- 
siderable increases  in  comparison  with  the  year  1891-92. 


SOMALI  COAST. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  over  10,000/.  in  Value  Principal 

during  the  Year  1892-93.  articles  of 

° trade. 


Articles. 

"Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

American  grey  shirting 

38,441 

34,834 

Country  cloths,  miscellaneous 

13,578 

9,450 

Rice  ..  .. 

79,207 

30,423 

Dates 

53,815 

14,956 

J owari  . . 

8,278 

4,141 

Miscellaneous  . . 

11,626 

3,521 

f 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  over  1,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Europe,  white  long-cloth 

1,163 

. « 

7,495 

Country  grey  shirting  . . 

2,345 

, , 

34,083 

Grain,  other  kinds 

323 

, # 

1,229 

Flour  . . 

2,599 

1,046 

# # 

Sugar 

2,487 

835 

, # 

Tobacco 

1,659 

245 

* * 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  over  10,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Gums  and  resin 

25,221 

, . 

5,357 

Skins 

99,493 

50,259 

# # 

Cattle 

22,895 

1,454 

•• 
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AFRICA, 


Zaila  trade. 


Principal 
articles  of 
trade. 


Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  over  1,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Charcoal 

923 

346 

Coffee,  clean 

6,536 

3,640 

, # 

Yaras,  or  bastard  saffron 

1,370 

695 

, # 

Hides  . . 

2,014 

,, 

5,339 

Ivory 

669 

, . 

710 

Ghee 

8,593 

. . 

2,952 

Feathers. . 

9,751 

, . 

2,123 

Miscellaneous  . . 

2,272 

2,173 

Zaila  Trade. 


The  following  table  represents  the  trade  of  Zaila  for  five 
years,  ending  with  1892-93  : — 


Year. 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1888- 89  

1889- 90  { 

1890- 91  

1891- 92  

1892- 93  

£ 

104,435 

80,778 

104,313 

101,598 

94,680 

£ 

141,806 

142,149 

210,708 

151,721 

132,145 

£ . 
246,241 
222,927 
315,022 
253,319 
226,825 

Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  over  10,000/.  in  Value 


during 

the  Year  1892-93. 

Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Country  grey  shirtings. . 

7,963 

4,117 

2,094 

American  „ 

Cotton  piece  • goods,  miscel- 

22,058 

•• 

laneous 

15,980 

. . 

3,472 

Rice 

18,190 

. . 

13,637 

Jowari  ..  . ..  .. 

10,856 

2,093 

• • 

SOMALI  COAST. 
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Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  over  1,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

' £ 

Cloth,  eotton,  Europe 

1,119 

•• 

203 

Dates 

4,526 

53 

. . 

Flour 

1,999 

. . 

464 

Sugar 

654 

581 

Tonacco . . 

711 

343 

Miscellaneous  . . 

6,949 

344 

• • 

Beturn  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  over  10,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Coffee 

83,775 

19,791 

Skins 

29,137 

4,8*59 

•• 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  over  1,000/.  in  Value 
during  the  Year  1892-93. 


1 

Articles. 

Value. 

Total. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Hides 

1,823 

. , 

6,193 

Gum  ..  . , 

1,018 

1,169 

Ivory  ..  .. 

1,218 

. .. 

319 

Ghee 

456 

626 

Shells  (mother-o’-pearl) 

2,301 

1,7*04 

Varas,  or  bastard  sallron 

1,313 

381 

Civet 

2,177 

*62 

, , 

Gold  ingots 

2,616 

2,616 

Sheep  and  goats 

802 

1,284 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures,  there  has  been  a con-  Causes  of 
siderable  falling-off  in  the  Zaila  trade,  which  may  chiefly  be  attri-  decrease  in 
buted  to  the  effects  cf  last  year’s  famine,  Abyssinian  unrest,  and  Zaila  trade* 
cholera,  which  committed  fearful  ravages  in  Harrar  and 
Abyssinia,  where,  it  is  reported,  several  thousands  of  people  died. 

The  epidemic  spread  to  the  ports  of  Zaila,  Bulhar,  and  Berbera. 

The  following  is  a detail  of  the  number  of  cases,  &c. : — 
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AFRICA. 


General 
remarks  on 
the  trade. 


Trade  between 
flag  ports  and 
Aden. 


Jibuti. 


Rules  for 
mining 
concessions, 
&c. 


At— 

Number  of 
Persons 
Affected. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Zaila 

369 

277 

Bulhar 

826 

686 

Berbera 

13 

11 

It  is  not  known  what  the  mortality  in  the  interior  was. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a large  increase  in  the  impor- 
tation of  American  grey  shirting,  and  corresponding  falling-off  in 
that  of  country  grey  shirting.  The  decline  in  the  latter  is  owing 
to  its  being  so  flimsy  and  light  that  it  lasts  little  or  no  time*  and 
in  consequence  the  Somalis  prefer  the  heavier  American  cloth. 
The  manufacturers  of  the  latter  appear  to  hit  off  the  exact  weight 
and  consistency  in  the  product,  and  the  price  is  not  exorbitant. 

Rice,  dates,  jowari,  miscellaneous  goods,  flour,  and  sugar 
show  large  increases  under  Berbera  and  Bulhar.  The  decrease  in 
the  importations  of  these  articles,  except  jowari  and  dates,  at  Zaila 
is  attributed  to  cholera,  effects  of  last  year’s  famine,  &c. 

Under  exports,  skins  show  a large  increase  at  Berbera  and 
Zaila,  attributed  to  a larger  number  of  sheep  and  goats  being  con- 
sumed by  the  people  for  food,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle  on 
which  they  principally  subsist.  Hides  show  a large  decrease, 
owing  also  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle  the  result  of  the  epidemic  of 
cattle  disease  in  the  previous  year. 

There  is  a large  falling-off  in  the  exports  of  coffee  which  may 
be  attributed  to  the  causes  already  before-mentioned  in  this 
report.  And  there  is  no  doubt  these  causes  are  to  a more  or  less 
extent  answerable  for  the  decreases  in  the  other  articles. 

The  gold  ingots  exported  from  Zaila  were  the  private  property 
of  a Frenchman  who  died  at  Harrar. 

The  following  is  the  value  of  the  trade  registered  at  these 
ports  during  year  under  review  : — 


Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

£ 

£ 

Flag  ports  . . . . 

19,151 

19,381 

Mijertain  ports 

23  469 

11,407 

The  French  have  considerably  improved  Jibuti  by  laying  out 
the  town,  and  the  building  of  a causeway  connecting  the  pro- 
montory with  the  mainland,  but  the  main  trade  of  Zaila  has  been 
in  no  way  diverted. 

In  view  of  persons  applying  for  concessions  to  exploit  minerals 
or  to  export  heavy  timber  from  Somali  land,  the  Government  of 
Bombay  is  drawing  up  rules  to  regulate  the  grant  of  such 
concessions. 

(1250  10  1 93— II  & S 1645) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1893. 

ANNUAL  SERIES. 


N°-  1306. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


SPAIN. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1891 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OE  PORTO  RICO. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  968. 


Issued  during  the  Itecess  and  Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 
BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  Rom 
EYBE  & SP0TT1SW00DE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.O.,  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZ1ES  & Co..  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow,  or 
HODGES,  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited.  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  6855—193.] 


1893. 

Price  One  Penny. 


New  Series  of  Reports, 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page 


No. 

Price. 

No. 
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1186.  Jerusalem 

, # 

id. 

1246. 

Madrid  . . 

,, 

Id. 

1187.  Chefoo  .. 

lid. 

1247. 

Gothenburg  . . 

, . 

. . 

2d. 

1188.  Munich 

, , 

2d. 

1248. 

Brindisi 

. * 

. . 

2*d. 

1189.  Resht  .. 

Id. 

1249. 

Fiume  . . 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

# # 

lid. 

1250. 

Leghorn 

. . 

2R 

1191.  Batoum 

, # 

, # 

lid. 

1251. 

San  Francisco. . 

. e 

. . 

5 Jd. 

1192.  Tainan.. 

Id. 

1252. 

Bushire 

c * 

. , 

2d. 

1193  Amoy  .. 

Id. 

1253. 

Nagasaki  .. 

< . 

. . 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

# , 

4d. 

1254. 

Smyrna 

• • 

.. 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d. 

1255. 

Yokohama 

i. 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers.. 

• « 

. . 15|d. 

1256. 

Stockholm 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi.. 

Id. 

1257. 

Lisbon. . 

. . 

. . 

lid. 

1198.  Nice  .. 

lid. 

1258. 

Tientsin 

. . 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow 

lid. 

1259. 

Port  Said 

. . 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo.. 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1260. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

, . 

. . 

2£d. 

1201.  Stettin.. 

44d. 

1261. 

Damascus  . . 

, . 

. . 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

, f 

Id. 

1262. 

Samoa . . 

id. 

1203.  Charleston 

2id. 

1263. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

. , 

• • 

2 id. 

1204.  Syra  .. 

# , 

Id. 

1264. 

Jeddah  .. 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

2§d. 

1265. 

Yienna 

. . 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin.. 

lid. 

1266. 

Shanghai  . . 

, . 

. . 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

, , 

Id. 

1267. 

Bangkok  . . 

. . 

.. 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1268. 

Meshed 

. . 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes.. 

Id. 

1269. 

Cadiz  . . 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti  .. 

, # 

2d. 

1270. 

Cherbourg  . . 

. . 

. . 

Id. 

1211.  Ichang. . 

• » 

# , 

8*d. 

1271, 

Erzeroum  . . 

. . 

. . 

id. 

1212.  Wenchow 

1272. 

Christiania 

, . 

, , 

5d. 

1213.  Havana 

, # 

• • 

2d. 

1273. 

Buda  Pesth  .. 

, , 

. . 

id. 

1214.  Cag'iari 

Id. 

1274. 

New  York  .. 

, . 

. . 

3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

, # 

t , 

, , 

id. 

1275. 

St.  Petersburg 

. . 

, . 

7id. 

1216.  Focchow 

Id. 

1276. 

Alexandria*  . . 

, , 

. . 

lid. 

1217.  Wuhu  .. 

# # 

Id. 

1277. 

Tokio  . . 

2id. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz 

# # 

lid. 

1278. 

Bilbao  . . 

3id. 

1219.  San  Josg 

# t 

Id. 

1279. 

Beyrout  . . 

• • 

, . 

6d, 

1220.  Antwerp 

, , 

# # 

Id. 

1280. 

Pekin  . . 

• « 

. . 

2id. 

1221.  Mogador 

# # 

2]d. 

1281. 

Salvador 

# , 

,, 

Id. 

1222.  Berlin.. 

lid. 

1282. 

Malaga 

, , 

4d. 

1223.  Rome  .. 

. # 

Id. 

1283. 

Buenos  Ayres . . 

. . 

8id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

6id. 

1284. 

Canton. . 

.. 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona 

• , 

• • 

# . 

2 id. 

1285. 

Washington  .. 

. . 

4 id. 

1226.  Madeira 

• • 

5id. 

1286. 

Warsaw 

# # 

, , 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1287. 

Pekin  . . 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang 

# # 

Id. 

j 1288. 

Amsterdam  . . 

• 1 

, . 

Id. 

1229.  Newchwang 

, # 

, , 

Id. 

1289. 

Manila. . 

• • 

## 

2id. 

1230.  Chungking 

, # 

lid. 

| 1290. 

Bahia  ..  .. 

9 , 

, , 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

• « 

# ' 

Id. 

1291. 

Munich 

, # 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa.. 

Trieste . . 

lid. 

1233.  Chicago 

, , 

# , 

3d. 

1293. 

Tunis  . . 

4d. 

1234.  Taganrog 

# . 

# # 

2id. 

1294. 

Montevideo  . . 

.. 

. . 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

. . 

, , 

Id. 

1295. 

Belgrade 

, . 

. . 

2d. 

1236.  Mannheim 

, . 

, # 

# # 

Id. 

1296. 

Teneriffe 

, , 

, , 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1297. 

Stettin. . 

3d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

Id. 

1298. 

Rome  . . 

# , 

2id. 

1239.  Madrid.. 

id. 

1299. 

Dantzig  . . 

, # 

7d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

9 # 

2d. 

1300. 

Sofia  . . 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort 

. . 

# , 

, , 

3d. 

1301. 

Mexico 

, , 

, , 

lid. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

# , 

# # 

Id. 

1302. 

Paris  . . 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

, , 

# # 

3id. 

1303. 

Buenos  Ayres.. 

id. 

1244.  Naples.. 

Id. 

1304. 

Tangier 

2id. 

1245.  Guatemala 

• . 

. . 

Id. 

1305. 

Somali  Coast  . . 

• • 

id. 

No.  1308. 

Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  968. 


SPAIN. 

PORTO  RICO. 

Acting-Consul  Latimer  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Porto  Rico , September  12,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  my  Report  on  the 
Trade  and  Commevce  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  for  the  year 
1891. 

The  values  given  in  the  Tables  are  the  official  ones,  no 
allowance  having  been  made  for  the  difference  between  the  real 
and  official  values  for  the  coffee  export,  as  was  done  in  my  reports 
for  the  years  1889  and  1890,  because  no  other  articles  besides  coffee 
being  affected,  the  discrepancy  as  compared  with  the  Official 
Statistics,  which  form  the  basis  of  this  Report,  would  have  been 
very  great.  A comparison  between  the  real  and  official  values  is, 
however,  made  in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  Report. 

I much  regret  the  late  date  at  which  this  Report  is  sent 
forward,  which  is  due  to  the  Official  Statistics  for  1891  not 
having  been  published  until  March  of  this  year,  and  to  the 
subsequent  press  of  work. 

The  Official  Statistics  for  1892  have  not  been  issued  as  yet, 
either,  but  I shall  endeavour  without  them  to  prepare  the  Report 
for  this  year  at  an  early  date,  as  required  by  the  Consular 
Instructions. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  G.  LATIMER. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Porto  Rico  for  the  Year 

1891. 
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SPAIN. 


The  total  value  of  the  commerce  for  the  year  1891  shows  a 
falling  off  of  438,026/.  as  compared  with  the  official  figures  for 
1890,  but  is  greater  than  that  of  any  of  the  years  from  1886  to 
1889. 

The  official  figures  give  the  value  of  the  exports  at 
1,977,199/.  and  of  the  imports  at  3,372,953/.  It  would  appear 
however  that  the  official  value  assigned  to  the  exports  of  coffee 
is  750,212/.  less  than  the  real  value;  that  of  sugar  54,448/.,  and 
that  of  tobacco  104,276/.,  which  would  make  the  real  value  of 
the  exports  2,886,135/.  On  the  other  hand,  the  value  of  the 
imports  is  over-estimated  by  505,943/.,  thus  reducing  the  real 
value  to  2,867,010/.,  and  giving  a small  balance  in  favour  of  the 
exports  of  19,125/.,  instead  of  against  them  as  is  shown  by  the 
official  figures. 


Exports. 

These  show  a general  falling  off  with  the  exception  of 
tobacco,  which  has  increased.  The  amount  of  the  decrease  as 
given  by  the  official  figures  is  190,904/. 

Sugar.  The  falling  off  in  this  crop  as  compared  with  the  year  1890  is  of 

10,097  tons,  due  to  the  weather  and  reduction  of  the  cultivated  area. 

Molasses.  The  export  of  this  product  which  has  amounted  to  12,389 

tons  has  fallen  off  proportionately  to  that  of  sugar,  the  United 
States  having  taken  the  whole  amount.  The  English  possessions 
of  Canada  which  the  year  before  took  1,797  tons  has  imported 
none  in  1891. 

Coffee.  The  decrease  in  the  export  of  this  crop  has  only  been  991 

tons.  Cuba  has  taken  abaut  the  same  quantity  as  last  year,  while 
Spain  has  increased  her  consumption  from  3,404  tons  to  5,380 
tons,  thus  maintaining  the  second  place  to  which  she  had  risen 
from  fourth  in  1890;  France  follows  with  2,068  tons,  and 
Austria,  Germany  and  Italy  with  1,375  tons,  1,357  tons,  and 
1,266  tons  respectively. 

Tobacco.  This  is  the  only  article  of  export  which  shows  an  increase 

amounting  to  591  tons.  Spain  yet  leads  with  1,432  tons,  Cuba 
following  with  908  tons,  the  remaining  58  tons  being  distributed 
between  England,  the  United  States,  Denmark,  Germany,  and 
France. 

Cattle.  1,231  head  less  have  been  exported  this  year  than  in  1890. 

The  French  West  Indies  still  lead  with  2,027  head,  the  English 
come  second  with  1,130  head,  and  Santo  Domingo,  Danish  pos- 
sessions, Dutch  possessions,  and  Cuba  follow  with  114  head,  68 
head,  40  head,  and  12  head  respectively.  The  real  value  of  this 
export  is  33,910/.,  and  not  16,955/.  as  given  officially. 

Hides.  Spain  has  taken  303  tons  as  against  199  tons  in  1890 ; 

Germany  78  tons,  and  France  42  tons 

Guano.  The  export  of  this  article  has  risen  from  2,113  tons  in  1890  to 

8,686  tons  in  the  present  year,  destined  all  to  England. 

Other  articles.  The  principal  of  these  are  salt,  of  which  the  United  States 
took  511  tons,  and  English  possessions  159  tons.  Tallow,  107 
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tons  of  which  were  shipped  to  Spain,  and  15  tons  to  Cuba.  Com 
shipped  to  the  extent  of  125  tons  to  Venezuela  and  43  tons  to 
Spain  and  Cuba.  24,729  gallons  of  aguardiente  were  imported 
by  Spain,  7,509  gallons  by  the  Danish  possessions,  5,940  gallons 
by  the  United  States,  and  143  gallons  each  by  England  and 
France.  The  United  States  also  imported  5,425  gallons  of  bay 
rum.  121,000  cocoanuts,  valued  at  600/.,  were  sent  to  Spain, 
Other  fruits  were  exported  to  the  United  States  and  English 
possessions  to  the  value  of  1,503/. 


Imports. 

The  official  figures  show  a falling  off  in  the  imports  of 
273,122/.,  or  about  7 per  cent.,  which  corresponds  to  the  fall  in 
the  exports  to  within  a fraction  of  1 per  cent.  England  has  not 
only  maintained  the  second  place,  but  is  the  only  country  showing 
an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  all  others  have 
fallen  off,  but  keeping  the  same  relative  positions  in  the  impor- 
tance of  their  experts. 

There  has  been  a decrease  during  1891  of  292  tons.  Spain  Cotton, 
comes  first  with  1,238  tons,  valued  at  281,671/.  England  second 
with  1,116  tons  of  the  value  of  228,665/.,  and  France,  the  United 
States,  and  Germany  send  between  them  114  tons  of  the  value  of 
24,178/. 

These  also  show  a falling  off  of  41  tons  as  compared  with  Woollens. 
1890,  and  of  96  tons  as  compared  with  1889.  England  still 
holds  first  place  with  48  tons,  Spain  second  with  17  tons,  France 
third  with  14  tons,  and  Germany  fourth  with  6 tons.  The  total 
value  of  the  import  has  been  43,683 /. 

The  import  of  these  goods  has  slightly  advanced,  being  65  Jute,  flax, 
tons  more  than  in  1890,  making  the  import  nearly  the  same  as  and  hemp. 
1889.  England’s  share  of  the  increase  is  55  tons,  Germany’s  40 
tons,  the  United  States*  37  ton3,  whilst  the  imports  of  France  and 
Spain  have  fallen  off  73  tons.  The  total  amount  of  the  import 
has  been  1,885  tons,  valued  at  175,987/. 

27,630  tons  have  been  imported,  valued  at  497,355/.  Rice. 
England  holds  the  lead  with  about  the  same  quantity  as  last  year, 

12,671  tons,  valued  at  228,089/.,  whilst  Germany  has  fallen  off 
3,383  tons,  and  Spain  has  only  sent  2,180  tons. 

Its  import  has  decreased  3,085  tons.  The  United  States  Flour, 
continue  to  be  the  chief  source  of  supply  with  12,086  tons,  valued 
at  308,456/.,  and  Spain  is  second  with  2,250  tons,  of  the  value  of 
57,423/.  150  tons  of  the  value  of  4,148/.  have  been  furnished 

by  England  and  her  possessions,  Germany,  and  the  Danish 
possessions. 

2,058  tons  less  have  been  imported  this  year  than  1890.  The  Codfish, 
sources  of  supply  have  been  the  same,  except  that  none  has  come 
from  the  Danish  possessions,  which  last  year  furnished  144  tons. 

Canada  maintains  first  place  with  7,764  tons,  valued  at  77,646/. 

494  tons  more  have  arrived  than  in  1890.  The  import  from  P°rk  an(1 
(1647)  hams' 
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the  United  States  has  advanced,  whilst  that  from  all  other 
countries  has  declined.  The  quantity  and  value  of  the  import 
has  been  2,918  tons,  of  the  value  of  81,718/. 

The  quantity  imported  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  being 
1,885  tons,  of  the  value  of  81,215/.,  but  whereas  the  United 
States  furnished  the  whole  amount  last  year,  the  English  pos- 
sessions have  in  the  present  one  furnished  94  tons. 

184  tons  less  have  been  imported  than  in  1890.  Spain  leads 
with  161  tons,  valued  at  16,164/.  England  holds  third  place,  but 
with  an  increase  of  33  tons,  her  export  having  been  43  tons, 
valued  at  4,380/.  France  sent  60  tons,  and  the  United  States  39 
tons. 

This  import  has  increased  from  635  tons  to  693  tons,  valued 
at  55,507 /.  Germany  continues  to  hold  first  place,  but 
England  has  advanced  from  the  third  to  the  second  position  with 
225  tons,  of  the  value  of  18,055/.  The  other  countries  partici- 
pating in  the  trade  are  the  United  States,  France,  Holland,  and 
Spain,  in  the  order  named. 

These  amount  to  15,554  tons,  valued  at  260,34 6/.,  and  com- 
prise jerked  and  salted  beef,  butter,  olive  oil,  vegetables,  preserved 
fruits  and  sweetmeats. 

This  article  has  decreased  100  tons,  the  total  amount  of  the 
import  being  112  tons,  of  the  value  of  8,214/.  The  United 
States  send  38  tons,  Italy  24  tons,  Spain  22  tons,  Germany  14 
tons,  England  8 tons,  and  France  3 tons. 

The  import  of  olive  oil  has  increased  from  885  tons  in  1890 
to  1,008  tons  in  1891,  valued  at  32,29 21.  Spain  furnished  901 
tons,  England  88  tons,  and  France,  the  United  States,  and  Ger- 
many together  18  tons. 

7,633  tons  of  vegetables  have  been  imported,  as  against  8,293 
tons  the  year  before.  Of  this  quantity  Spain  has  furnished  4,634 
tons,  and  the  remainder  came  from  France,  England,  the  United 
States,  Germany,  Cuba,  and  Italy. 

1,728  tons  of  jerked  and  salted  beef  have  been  imported,  being 
760  tons  more  than  in  1890.  Uruguay  furnished  730  tons,  of  the 
value  of  20,662/. ; England,  456  tons,  of  the  value  of  12,954/. ; 
Spain,  246  tons,  valued  at  6,980/. ; the  Argentine  Republic,  240 
tons,  valued  at  6,792/.;  and  the  United  States  54  tons,  of  the 
value  of  1,538/. 

The  value  of  this  import  has  only  reached  7,527/.,  as  com- 
pared with  19,646Z.  last  year.  Germany  contributed  2,415/. ; 
England,  1,735/.;  Spain,  1,468/. ; the  United  States,  1,191/.;  and 
France,  626/. 

1,258,379  gallons  of  spirits,  valued  at  147,721/.,  which  is 
618,027  gallons  less  than  the  year  before,  have  been  imported 
during  the  year.  Spain  has  furnished  845,152  gallons  of  wine, 
valued  at  78,618/.;  France,  27,434  gallons,  valued  at  3,889/.; 
Italy,  10,054  gallons,  valued  at  7,499/. ; Germany,  3,085 
gallons,  valued  at  1,475/. ; and  England,  1,716  gallons,  valued  at 
1,373/. 

Of  285,714  gallons  of  beer,  valued  at  31,169/.,  190,872  gallons 
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have  come  from  Germany,  31,306  gallons  from  England,  28,292 
gallons  from  the  United  States,  20,702  gallons  from  France, 

8,954  gallons  from  Denmark,  and  5,588  gallons  from  Spain. 

Of  the  brandy  and  rum  France  has  furnished  42  per  cent., 
while  England  sends  only  10  per  cent.  Germany,  Cuba,  and 
Spain  also  supply  these  spirits.  The  total  quantity  and  value 
of  this  import  has  been  24,178  gallons,  valued  at  9,891/. 

This  import,  which  was  4,136  tons  in  1889,  and  advanced  to  Metals. 
7,896  tons  in  1890,  has  further  augmented  to  8,124  tons  in  the 
present  year,  with  a value  of  192,961/.  England  still  holds  first 
place  with  5,027  tons,  or  over  61  per  cent.  Belgium  follows 
with  1,285  tons,  and  Germany  comes  third  with  1,014  tons,  the 
United  States  fourth  with  663  tons;  Spain  and  France  furnish 
less  than  100  tons  each.  Besides  the  articles  included  in  the 
above  general  designation,  Belgium  has  supplied  2,187  tons  of 
railway  material,  and  Germany  120  tons. 

Only  17,111  tons  have  been  imported  this  year,  against  22,760  Coal, 
tons  the  year  before.  The  United  States  has  supplied  15.318 
tons,  or  more  than  88  per  cent.,  whilst  England  has  only  sent 
1,492  tons,  as  compared  with  11,443  tons  in  1890.  This  is  due 
principally  to  the  fact  that  the  Compania  Transatlantica  Epanola, 
which  is  the  largest  consumer,  importing  for  its  own  use,  has 
changed  its  source  of  supply  from  England  to  the  United 
States. 

Under  this  heading  the  principal  articles  are  petroleum,  glass-  other  articles 
ware,  stone  and  porcelain  ware,  oils,  drugs  and  chemicals,  soap, 
paraffin  and  stearine,  paper,  straw-paper  and  board,  lumber,  hoops 
and  staves,  and  shoes. 

The  United  States  has  furnished  2,581  tons  of  petroleum,  of 
the  value  of  41,857/.,  and  Cuba  35  tons. 

Of  glassware,  Germany  has  sent  167  tons;  the  United  States, 

83  tons  ; Spain,  81  tons;  England,  66  tons  ; and  France,  Belgium, 
and  Cuba  together  30  tons.  The  value  of  the  whole  import  was 
19,990/. 

281  tons  of  stone  and  porcelain  ware,  valued  at  12,419/.,  have 
been  imported.  Of  this  Germany  has  furnished  181  tons, 

England  54  tons,  and  France,  Spain,  and  Belgium  the  re- 
maining 44  tons. 

Oils,  principally  linseed  and  cotton,  have  been  imported  to  the 
amount  of  157  tons,  valued  at  7,879/.  64  tons  of  this  have  been 
contributed  by  England,  47  tons  by  the  United  States,  24  tons 
by  Spain,  and  19  tons  by  France,  Germany,  and  Italy. 

The  import  of  drugs  and  chemicals  has  amounted  to  80  tons, 
of  the  value  of  20,887/.  France  has  supplied  29  tons,  Spain  and 
the  United  States  each  14  tons,  Germany  10  tons,  England  7 
tons,  and  Belgium  3 tons. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  have  been  introduced 
1,976  tons  of  nitric,  muriatic,  and  sulphuric  acids,  valued  at 
27,699/.,  furnished  principally  by  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Of  the  total  import  of  soap  of  2,437  tons,  valued  at  63,357/., 

Spain  has  supplied  2,356  tons,  England  72  tons,  and  Cuba  7 tons. 
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Paraffin  and  stearine  amount  to  211  tons,  of  the  value  of  12,699 /., 
Spain  sending  135  tons,  Germany  43  tons,  England  10  tons,  and 
France,  the  United  States,  and  Holland  the  remainder.  Writing 
and  printing  paper  has  been  imported  to  the  extent  of  184  tons, 
of  the  value  of  7,742/.,  Spain  having  contributed  107  tons, 
England  23  tons,  the  United  States  21  tons,  Germany  18  tons, 
and  France  12  tons.  Of  straw  paper  and  board  the  United 
States  have  furnished  476  tons,  Spain  178  tons,  Germany  18 
tons,  and  England  and  France  7 tons  between  them.  The  total 
amount  of  this  import  has  been  681  tons,  of  the  value  of  15,042/. 
The  United  States  has  this  year  sent  10,510,960  feet  of  lumber, 
and  Canada  3,059,584  feet.  Spain  and  Germany  have  also  sent 
about  100,000  feet  each.  The  value  of  the  whole  import  has 
been  47,110/.  The  import  of  hoops  and  staves  has  amounted  to 
5,352  tons,  of  the  value  of  26,493/.,  of  which  the  United  States 
has  furnished  4,493  tons,  Spain  674  tons,  Canada  113  tons,  and 
France,  Germany,  England,  and  Cuba  together  67  tons.  Of  the 
total  import  of  227  tons  of  shoes,  valued  at  125,346/.,  Spain  has 
contributed  211  tons,  Germany  10  tons,  England  3 tons,  and  the 
United  States  2 tons.  Of  sugar  and  general  machinery,  England 
sends  three  times  as  much  as  the  year  before,  viz.,  1,492  tons,  the 
United  States  839  tons,  and  Germany  28  tons.  In  railway 
material  Belgium  takes  the  first  rank  with  2,187  tons,  whilst 
Germany  sends  120  tons,  and  England  5 tons.  Perfumery  has 
been  imported  to  the  value  of  18,834/.,  Spain  coming  first  with 
10,199/.,  France  second  with  4,068/.,  England  third  with  2,89 5/., 
the  United  States  fourth  with  1,343/.,  and  Germany  fifth  with 
728/.  The  value  of  the  importation  of  umbrellas  has  been 
13,626/.,  of  which  Spain  has  furnished  11,800/.,  England  870/., 
France  608/.,  and  Germany  347/.  In  hats  the  United  States  of 
Columbia  takes  the  lead  with  4,522/.,  England  is  second  with 
4,472/.,  France  third  with  2,710/.,  Italy  fourth  with  2,047/., 
Spain  fifth  with  1,679/.,  Germany  sixth  with  1,359/.,  and  the 
United  States  contributes  only  217/. 


Shipping. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  and  clearing  has  increased,  as 
compared  with  the  year  before,  by  only  nine,  and  the  tonnage 
by  81,204  tons,  this  increase  being  in  vessels  under  the  Spanish 
flag,  and  that  of  other  countries  not  specified,  whilst  those  under 
the  British,  French,  German,  and  American  all  show  a 
falling-off. 


General . 

This  institution,  although  restricted  in  its  business  by  reason 
of  its  charter  allowing  it  to  trade  only  in  Spanish  currency,  and 
that  in  circulation  being  the  Mexican,  has  nevertheless  done  a 
prosperous  business  during  the  year.  It  has  issued  notes  to  the 
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extent  of  455,000  dol.,  of  the  denominations  of  5 dol.,  10  dol., 

20  dol.,  50  dol.,  100  dol.,  and  200  dol , to  which,  in  order  to  meet 
the  fluctuations  of  exchange,  was  arbitrarily  assigned  a premium 
of  20  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  Mexican  currency.  The 
dividend  declared  for  the  year  has  been  3 dol.  75  c.  per  share,  of 
which  only  25  per  cent,  has  been  paid  up. 

On  July  1 the  establishment  of  the  coastwise  trade  between  Establishment 
Spain  and  her  colonies  of  Porto  Rico,  Cuba,  and  the  Philippine  of  coastwise 
Islands  was  decreed  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  July  20,  1892,  Spain  Wlt 
which  provided  that  a reduction  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  tariff 
should  yearly  be  made  from  the  date  aforesaid  for  the  first  9 
years,  and  of  15  per  cent,  for  the  years  1890  and  1891. 

A refinery  for  petroleum  has  been  established  in  the  vicinity  Petroleum 
of  this  capital  by  a North  American  company.  The  crude  refinei7- 
petroleum  is  imported  from  the  United  States,  thus  establishing  a 
monopoly  made  possible  only  by  the  increase  in  the  rate  of  duty 
on  the  importation  of  the  refined  article,  which,  under  these  con- 
ditions, is  unable  to  compete  with  the  products  of  this  factory. 

Health . 

The  health  of  the  island  has  been  good  throughout  the  year. 

Public  Works. 

The  dredging  of  the  harbour  of  St.  Johns  has  been  carried  Dredging  of 
on  with  considerable  activity,  over  140,000,000  cubic  feet  of  of John's 
material  having  been  removed  from  the  entrance  channel,  which 
has  been  enlarged,  and  from  other  shoals  which  were  an  obstacU 
to  the  manoeuvring  of  ships  in  the  harbour.  About  5, 000,000 
cubic  feet  of  the  material  extracted  has  been  employed  to  make 
new  ground  for  the  extension  of  the  wharfage  facilities  of  the 
port. 

On  March  8 there  took  place  the  official  inauguration  of  a Railway, 
section  of  the  railway  which  is  to  surround  the  island.  It  extends 
from  the  capital  to  Arecibo  with  a length  of  45  miles.  The 
stations  and  bridges  were  only  provisional,  and  the  work  has  not 
been  officially  received  by  the  Government,  which,  until  this  is 
done,  does  not  hold  itself  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  guarantee 
of  8 per  cent.,  as  agreed  in  the  concession.  From  the  fact  that 
the  terminal  stations  are  some  distance  from  the  capital  and 
Arecibo,  and  that  its  passenger  and  freight  rates  have  been  high, 
the  income  from  this  section  has  only  averaged  about  940/.  per 
month. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Porto  Rico  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

i 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar  :.| 

Tons 

48,094 

£ 

625,227 

58,191 

£ 

756,488 

^Coffee  1 

If  ••• 

18,926 

1,059,513 

19,917 

1,593,384 

Tobacco  

2,398 

156,374 

1.807 

117,879 

Molasses  

12,369 

59,375 

16,721 

80,311 

Hides  I 

431 

21,556 

Guano  

8,686 

17,372 

Cattle  

Head  !” 

3,391 

16,955 

’4*622 

27,732 

Other  articles  

20,827 

44,122 

Total 

1,977,199 

2,619,916 

Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Porto  Rico  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

.—Great  Britain  and 

possessions  . . 

115,102 

103,825 

913,980 

883,900 

Spain  and  possessions  . . 

1,013,588 

1,266,453 

1,147,317 

1,273,155 

— -United  States  . . 

472,303 

510,038 

721,123 

770,197 

|>ance  and  possessions 

132,135 

279,630 

110,330 

115,329 

^.-Germany 

80,892 

210,404 

396,952 

442,569 

Denmark  and  posses- 

sions . . 

8,728 

74,331 

9,192 

15,310 

Italy 

70,925 

107,520 

13,748 

15,760 

Other  countries 

83,526 

67,715 

60,311 

129,855 

Total 

1,977,199 

2,619,916 

3,372,953 

8,646,075 
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Annex  C. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Porto 
Rico  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

l 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  manufactures  

Tons 

2,471 

£ 

494,287 

2,763 

£ 

551,409 

Woollen  „ 

» ... 

86 

43,683 

127 

66,955 

Jute,  flax,  and  hemp  manu- 
factures   

1,885 

175,987 

1,820 

144,119 

Eice  ...  - 

27,630 

497,355 

30,751 

553,530 

Flour  

14,488 

370,028 

17,673 

448,462 

Codfish  

7,912 

79,125 

10,970 

99,707 

Pork  and  hams  

2,918 

81,718 

2,444 

67,890 

Lard 

1,885 

81,215 

1,879 

82,703 

Canned  goods  

313 

31,233 

507 

50,706 

Cheese  

693 

55,507 

635 

50,826 

Other  provisions 

13,816 

1,258,379 

211,439 

17,762 

300,998 

Beer,  wine,  and  spirits 

Gallons  ... 

147,721 

1,876,406 

218,916 

Metals,  raw  and  manufactured... 

Tons 

8,124 

192,961 

7,896 

166,504 

Coal 

... 

17,111 

29,087 

22,760 

38,692 

Other  articles  

881,607 

... 

804,658 

Total 

i 

3,372,953 

3,646,075 

Annex  D.~ Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Island  of  Porto 
Rico  in  the  Year  1891. 


1 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

312 

148,745 

388 

142,607 

Spanish 

664 

886,618 

606 

802,417 

American 

78 

29,036 

74 

34,586 

French  . . 

111 

67,854 

107 

67,410 

German.. 

111 

185,744 

112 

184,614 

Other  countries 

35 

9,195 

38 

12,851 

Total 

1,311 

1,327,192 

1,275 

1,244,485 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

1,294 

1,257,174 

1,273 

1,233,299 

Note. — 1,000  kilos.  = 1 ton;  1 litre  = 0*88  quart;  5 dol.  = 1J. 
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HODGES,  FlGGlS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 
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Price  One  Penny 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1187.  Chefoo 

, . 

..  lid. 

1247.  Gothenburg.. 

2d. 

1188.  Munich 

..  2d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

2|d. 

1189.  Resht 

..  Id. 

1249.  Fiume 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

..  lid. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2|d. 

1191.  Batoum 

..  Hd. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

5Jd. 

1192.  Tainan 

..  Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1193.  Amoy 

..  Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id, 

1194.  Zanzibar 

. . 4d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

..  2d, 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

Hd. 

1196.  Algiers 

, , 

. . 15|d. 

1256.  Stockholm  .. 

Hd. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

..  id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

Hd. 

1198.  Nice  . . 

. . Hd 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  .. 

..  l|d. 

1259.  Port  said 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

, . 

..  Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2|d. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4id. 

1261.  Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

|d. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

..  2 id. 

1253.  Rio  Grange  do  Sul 

2id. 

1204.  Syra  . . 

..  Id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1265.  Vienna 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

. . lid. 

1266.  Shanghai 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

..  id. 

1267.  Bangkok  . • 

Hd. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

..  Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes 

..  Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti 

..  2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg  .. 

Id. 

1211.  Ichaug 

..  Sid. 

1271.  Erzeroum  . . 

Id. 

1212.  Wenchow 

..  Id. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

5d. 

1213.  Havana 

..  2d. 

1273.  BudaPesth.. 

Id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1274.  New  York  .. 

2d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

..  id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

7|d. 

1216.  Foochow 

..  Id. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

lid. 

1217.  Wuhu 

. , 

..  Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2!d. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz 

..  ltd. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3|d. 

1219.  San  Jos6  ., 

, . 

..  Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

..  Id. 

12S0.  Pekin 

27  d. 

1221.  Mogador 

..  2Jd. 

1281.  Salvador 

l'd. 

1222.  Berlin 

. . 

..  Hd. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1223.  Rome 

. . 

..  Id. 

12S3.  Buenos  Ayres 

8. Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

-.  6|d. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  .. 

. . 2|d. 

1285.  Washington.. 

4|d. 

1226.  Madeira 

..  5|d. 

1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1227.  Soul.. 

, , 

..  lid. 

1287.  Pekin 

Id 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

. , 

..  Id. 

1 288.  Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1229.  Newcliwang.. 

..  Id. 

1289.  Manila 

2!d. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

..  Hd. 

1290.  Bahia 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow  .. 

, . 

..  Id. 

1291.  Munich 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1292.  Trieste 

lid. 

1233.  Chicago 

. . 3d. 

1293.  Tunis 

4d. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2|d. 

1294.  Montevideo . . 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

1296.  Teneritfe 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

..  Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

3d. 

1238,  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1298.  Rome 

2^d. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1299.  Dantzig 

Id. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

..  2d. 

1 1300.  Sofia.. 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

..  3d. 

1301.  Mexico 

H,d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

..  Id. 

1302.  Paris.. 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

..  31d. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1244.  Naples  .. 

..  id. 

' 1304.  Tangier 

2 id. 

124  5.  Guatemala  .. 

..  Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast 

|d. 

1246.  Madrid 

. . 

..  Id. 

1306.  Porto  Rico  . . 

Id. 

No.  1307. 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1108. 
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Mr.  Smith- Delacour  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Paramaribo , September  1,  J 893. 

Although  I assumed  the  duties  of  this  Consulate  too  late  in 
the  present  year  to  be  able  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Surinam  for  the  year  1892, 1 have 
the  honour  to  enclose  herewith  Statistical  Tables  showing  the 
Imports,  Exports,  and  Shipping  of  this  port  for  the  year  1892, 
together  with  a Report  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Weidner  on  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Nickerie  for  the  same  period. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  SMITH-DEL ACOUR. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Paramaribo  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Imports  and  Exports. 


Yalue. 

£ s.  d. 

The  total  value  of  cargo  imported  to  Paramaribo 

during  the  year  1892.  amounted  to 

436,533  8 4 

And  the  value  of  exports  to 

320,932  5 0 

Showing  an  amount  of  imports  over  exports  of. . 

115,601  3 4 

From  the  following  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United 
States  of  America  is  the  best  customer  of  Surinam,  receiving 
more  productions  than  the  mother  country  of  the  colony. 


Table  showing  Value  of  Exports  from  the  Colony  of  Surinam 
during  the  Years  1891-92. 


Value. 

Country  or  Port. 

1891. 

1892. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Netherlands 
Great  Britain 
United  States  of 

114,389  1 8 
4,097  10  0 

113,569  18  4 
44,000  6 8 

39,902  16  8 

819  3 4 

America  

Prance  

147,035  0 0 
1,487  3 4 

123,723  1 8 
2,126  8 4 

639  5 0 

23,311  18  4 

Demerara  

21,969  0 0 

20,496  6 8 

1,472  13  4 

Barbados  

1,482  16  8 

1,416  8 4 

36  8 4 

Curagao  

Trinidad  

25  13  4 

2,514  6 8 

2,488  13  4 

Cayenne  

1,2*13  8 4 

8,932  6 8 

7,718  18  4 

Various  

4,301  13  4 

4,123  1 8 

17811  8 

Total  

Increase,  1892... 

296,001  6 8 

320,932  5 0 

50,749  13  4 
24,930  18  4 

25,818  15  0 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  amount  of  staple  articles 
produced  in  the  colony  during  the  year  1892,  compared  with  the 
production  of  1891  : — 
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Articles. 

Quar 

1891. 

itity. 

1892. 

Bananas. . 

Bunches 

401,183 

547,207 

Cocoa  . . 

Lbs 

4,952,603 

3,671,203 

Cocoanut-oil 

Gallons 

7,413* 

10,473 

Cocoanuts  

Nuts 

487,725 

595,030 

Coffee,  cured  . . 

Lbs.  .. 

19,6071 

16,606* 

„ broken 

99  • • • • 

40 

Corn 

99  • • 

328,824| 

454,765 

Cotton  . . 

Ozs.  . . 

110* 

Gold 

38,497* 

33,714* 

Ground  fruits  . . 

Lbs 

414,803| 

1,367,673 

Lime-juice 

Gallons 

2,110* 

1,157* 

Molasses 

» ' ' 

300,700* 

338,006* 

Plantains 

Bunches 

10,565 

13,387 

Rice 

Lbs.  . . 

35,868 

53,284 

Rum 

Gallons 

86,768* 

114,417 

Sugar,  Muscovado 

Lbs.  .. 

2,204,551 

2,075,286* 

„ Vacuum-pan 

99 

15,144,414 

14,658,074* 

In  the  foregoing  table  a decrease  of  25  per  cent,  will  be  Cocoa, 
observed  in  the  amount  of  cocoa  produced,  compared  with  the 
output  of  1891.  This  decrease  was  due  to  prolonged  and  heavy 
rains. 

The  amount  of  Muscovado  and  u first  product sugar  obtained  Sugar, 
were  20  per  cent,  and  25  per  cent,  respectively  less  than  last 
year’s  production,  while  “ last  product  ” sugar  increased  60  per 
cent.  The  alterations  were  also  due  to  bad  weather. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  staple  productions  Amount  of 
exported  from  the  colony  during  1892,  compared  with  1891,  and  productions 
the  average  prices  obtained  during  the  latter  year  : — exported. 


Quantity. 

Articles. 

Price. 

1891. 

1892. 

£ s.  d. 

Balata  . • . . • • 

Lbs. 

21 0,67  3^ 

265,976* 

0 1 1* 

Cocoa  . . 

n • * 

4,872,371* 

3,722,941* 

0 0 5* 

Coffee  . . 

99  • • 

1,051* 

2,330* 

0 0 10* 

Gold 

Ozs. 

25,655# 

33,714* 

3 11  4# 

Molasses — 

Muscovado  . . 

Gallons 

47,4141- 

42,104* 

0 2 2f 

Vacuum-pan . . 

99  • • 

213,464* 

227,696 

0 0 7* 

Rum  . . 

77,856 

90,188* 

0 6 7* 

Sugar — 

Muscovado  . . 

Lbs. 

2,098,212* 

1,737,309* 

0 0 1 

First  product 

>> 

11,884,165 

9,058,968 

0 0 1* 

Last  „ . . 

» • • 

817,622* 

1,284,425 

0 0 1 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  pactions 

(1652)  exported. 
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of  produce  exported  from  this  colony  during  the  year  1892,  com- 
pared with  the  years  1890  and  1891 : 


1 

Articles. 

Value. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Balata  • • • • • • 

Bananas. . 

Cocoa 
Cocoanuts 
Coffee  . . 

Gold 

Molasses 

Bum 

Sugar,  Muscovado 
„ Vacuum-pan 

Total  . . 

£ 

9,541 

23,838 

108,470 

770 

892 

| 112,707 

9,741 
6,653 
22,910 
128,125 

£ 

11,948 
16,715 
112,355 
1,217 
1,117 
93,729 
11,688 
. 4,930 
11,669 
143,058 

£ 

15,085 

23,358 

91,597 

1,636 

753 

123,190 

3,544 

7,968 

10,218 

86,425 

423,647 

408,426 

363,774 

Table  showing  the  Imports  to  the  Colony  of  Surinam  during 
tne  Years  1891-92. 


Country  or  Port. 

Value. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1891. 

1892. 

Netherlands 
Great  Britain  . . 

U nited  States  of 
America 
France  . . 

Demerara 

Barbados 

Curasao.. 

Trinidad 

Cayenne 

Various  places . . 

£ 

224,222 

.35,606 

156,631 

2,411 

44,675 

15,481 

2,423 

1,308 

6,673 

£ 

228,203  1 

34,864  | 

105,691 

1,639 

40,077 

13,290 

3,479 

840 

8,450 

£ 

3,981 

1,056 

1,777 

£ 

742 

50,940 

772 

4,598 

2,191 

4*68 

Total 

Decrease,  1892 

489,430 

436,533 

6,814 

59,711 

52,897 

Shipping. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels,  according  to 
nationality,  which  entered  and  cleared  at  the  port  of  Paramaribo 
during  the  year  1892  : — 
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| 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Country. 

Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Netherlands 

51 

38,045 

54 

38,053 

Great  Britain  . . 

103 

16,508  | 

99 

16,312 

United  States  of  America 

15 

5,242  ! 

15 

4,810 

France  . . 

# . 

28 

13,914 

29 

14,018 

Sweden . . 

2 

466 

2 

466 

Denmark 

# # 

6 

1,155 

6 

1,155 

Norway.. 

7 

2,512 

393 

6 

2,088 

Italy 

• • 

1 

2 

699 

Portugal 

1 

163 

1 

163 

Germany 

1 

322 

1 

322 

Total 

•• 

215 

78,720 

215 

78,086 

The  following  table  shows  the  places  from  which  vessels  Movements  of 
arrived  and  to  which  vessels  sailed  during  the  year  1892  slllPs- 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Country  or  Port. 

Number  of 
V essels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 

V essels. 

Tons. 

Netherlands 

22 

19,517 

22 

19,371 

Great  Britain  . . 
London  vi&  British 

16 

4,699 

5 

2,345 

Guiana 

10 

8,732 

4 

3,538 

United  States  of  America 

14 

4,853 

11 

3,652 

New  York  via  Curafao 
Martinique  vi&  Dema- 

17 

18,316 

18 

18,419 

rara 

12 

6,678 

12 

6,816 

Martinique 

8 

1,228 

7,295 

9 

1,332 

Cayenne 

14 

13 

6.768 

Berbice  . . 

2 

98 

6 

^746 

Barbados 

23 

1,828 

29 

4,979 

Georgetown 

71 

2,041 

77 

4,942 

Calcutta 

2 

3,082 

. . 

Teneriffe 

1 

163 

. . 

Jamaica.. 

1 

82 

# # 

Venezuela 

2 

108 

Fiume 

. . 

3 

827 

Mexico 

. . 

2 

654 

St.  Domingo  . . 

. . 

1 

280 

Cuba 

1 

887 

Belize  . . . . . . 

. . 

1 

350 

Carthagena 

1 

180 

Total 

215 

78,720 

215 

78,086 

There  were  1,661  births  in  Paramaribo  during  1892,  of  which  Births  and 
834  were  males  and  827  females.  deaths. 

The  deaths  amounted  to  1,678,  of  which  913  were  males  and 
765  females. 
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Population, 


Marriages. 


Immigrants, 


Nickerie. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Weidner  reports  as  folio ws^: — 

No  improvement  is  observed  in  the  commercial  movement  of 
this  district ; on  the  contrary,  there  is  a decrease. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  population  of  this 
district. 

The  total  population  was : — 


Number. 

Total. 

On  January  1,  1892 

3,978 

Born  during  1892  

97 

Arrived  „ 

340 

4,415 

Died  „ 

212 

Departed  „ 

120 

332 

Total  on  December  31,  1992.. 

4,083 

Some  Indians  in  the  Corantyn,  in  the  Upper  Nickerie,  and  in 
the  Maratakka  districts  are  not  included. 

1 officer  and  34  soldiers,  and  18  balata  bleeders  from  Berbice, 
are  also  not  included. 

The  number  of  marriages  during  the  year  was  12. 

The  number  of  births  is  remarkably  small. 

The  increase  of  the  population  is  principally  due  to  the  arrival 
of  immigrants  from  British  India  and  from  Barbados. 

Total  immigrants  in  the  district,  from  British  India  and  from 
the  British  West  Indies,  819. 


Return  of  Shipping. 


Eutered. 

Cleared. 

Ports. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

From  and  to 
ports  . . 

foreign 

60 

2,501 

58 

2,221 

From  and  to 
ribo  . . 

Parama- 

58 

1,575 

55 

1,467 

Total 

.. 

118 

4,076 

113 

3,688 

PARAMARIBO. 
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Of  which  were  British  : — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Ports. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Yessels. 

Tons. 

From  and  to  foreign 

ports  . . 

From  and  to  Parama- 

46 

1,698*98 

45 

1,698*98 

ribo  . . 

3 

15T56 

3 

104*02 

Total 

49 

1,850-54 

48 

1,803-00 

It  was  rumoured  a few  months  ago  that  an  ordinance  would  Pilotage, 
soon  come  in  force  by  which  pilotage  would  be  compulsory.,  and 
by  which  the  rates  for  pilotage  would  be  fixed.  Competent  pilots 
would  then  be  appointed  by  the  Government. 

Up  to  now,  however,  nothing  definite  has  been  heard  of  this. 


Return  of  Produce  Obtained  and  Exported. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Balata 

Lbs 

218,650 

Cocoa 

99  • • • * 

337,3591 

Coffee 

Gallons 

1,115* 

Molasses  , . 

50,749* 

Rum 

yy  • • 

56,696^ 

Sugar,  Muscovado  . . 

Lb< 

1,352,374| 

„ Vacuum-pan 

9)  • • 

3,978,220 

Of  the  five  sugar  estates  two  only  are  in  good  condition.  Sugar 

One  Muscovado  sugar  estate  is  almost  abandoned.  estates. 

There  are  4 plantations  and  153  small  cultivations, 
c<  gronden,”  as  the  latter  are  generally  called  here,  producing 
cocoa,  coffee,  plantains,  corn,  and  ground  provisions. 

About  33,000  bunches  of  plantains  are  obtained  during  the 
year,  also  about  30,850  lbs.  of  corn,  cassava,  yams,  and  tannias. 

There  is  a decrease  in  the  production  of  sugar  and  cocoa ; the 
season  not  having  been  very  favourable. 

About  4,300  acres  of  land  are  in  cultivation.  Cultivation. 

Some  logs  of  cedar  wood  and  some  bully  tree  timber  have  Timber, 
been  shipped  to  Demerara  and  Barbados. 

Although  the  balata  exploitation  has  made  a steady  progress,  Balata. 
the  general  results  are  not  favourable,  owing  to  the  price  of  the 
article  having  gone  down  remarkably  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

Unless  an  improvement  in  the  price  of  this  article  takes  place 
very  little  will  be  done  during  the  next  year  in* the  exportation 
of  same,  which  will  be  a terrible  blow  to  the  district  in  general. 

It  is  expected  that  an  ordinance  will  soon  come  into  force 
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regulating  this  industry,  and  by  which  ordinance  it  shall  be 
enacted  that  the  grant  holder  has  to  pay  yearly  a certain  sum 
per  acre  of  land. 


Table  showing  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for  the  Years 

1892-91. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

1892 

1891 



£ s.  d. 
6,281  15  0 
8,254  5 0 

£ s.  d. 
4,912  4 9 
5,387  14  0 

Gold. 


Steam 

communica- 

tions. 


Roads. 


Various  payments  are  also  made  in  Paramaribo  on  behalf  of 
this  district. 

Again,  two  expeditions  have  been  sent  this  year  to  the  Upper 
Corantyn,  and  one  to  the  Upper  Nickerie  for  the  prospection  of 
gold.  The  men  returned,  however,  without  success. 

With  regard  to  communications  with  Paramaribo  and  with 
foreign  ports  there  is  great  room  for  improvement.  The  one 
Government  steamer  doing  the  mail  service  once  a fortnight  has 
undergone  considerable  repairs,  and  it  is  now  a little  more  com- 
fortable on  board  for  the  passengers.  The  communication,  how- 
ever, if  altered  into  a weekly  one,  would  be  very  advantageous  to 
the  district ; also  to  Coronie,  a district  situate  between  this  and 
the  River  Coppename. 

Great  necessity  is  felt  for  good  roads  to  the  sugar  and  cocoa 
plantations,  which  are  almost  unapproachable  in  the  rainy 
seasons. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1186.  Jerusalem 

c • 

# , 

..  |d 

1247.  Gothenburg  . . 

2d. 

1187.  Chefoo 

. . 

, # 

..  l|d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

2|d. 

1188.  Munich 

f # 

. . 2d. 

1249.  Fiume.. 

2d. 

1189.  Resht  . . 

..  Id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2|d. 

1190.  Batavia 

..  l|d 

1251.  San  Francisco 

5 |d. 

1191.  Batoum 

, , 

. . lid. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

, , 

# , 

..  Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy  . . 

..  Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

..  4d. 

1255.  Yokohama 

lid. 

1195.  Corunua 

, , 

# , 

..  2d. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

l|d. 

1196.  Algiers 

, f 

# . 

. . 15|d. 

1257.  Lisbon 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

..  Id. 

1258.  Tientsin 

Id. 

1198.  Nice  .. 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow 

. . 

..  lid. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

• • 

2|d. 

1200.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1261.  Damascus 

• • 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4|d. 

1262.  Samoa. . 

• • 

id. 

1202.  Swatow 

, , 

, , 

..  Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

2id. 

1203.  Charleston 

..  2|d. 

1264.  Jeddah 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  .. 

..  Id. 

1265.  Yienna 

3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

, # 

..  2|d. 

1266.  Shanghai 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

. . 

..  l*d. 

1287.  Bangkok 

lid. 

1207.  Caracas 

t # 

..  Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

..  Id. 

1269.  Cadiz  . . 

2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

, . 

. , 

..  Id. 

1270.  Cherbourg 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti . . 

. , 

..  2d. 

1271.  Krzeroum 

• • 

id. 

12  LL.  Ichang 

, , 

# , 

..  3 id. 

1272.  Christiania  .. 

• • 

5d . 

1212.  Wenchow 

..  Id. 

1273.  Buda  Pesth  . . 

• • 

• • 

id. 

1213.  Havana 

, , 

..  2d. 

1274.  New  York 

• • 

3d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

# , 

..  Id. 

1275.  St  Petersburg- 

7*d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

.,  id. 

1276.  Alexandria  . . 

lid. 

1216.  Foochow 

. . 

..  Id. 

1277.  Tokio.. 

2id. 

1217.  Wuhu  ,. 

# , 

..  Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3|d. 

1218.  Yera  Cruz 

..  lid. 

1279.  Beyrout 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

* , 

..  Id. 

1280.  Pekin . . 

2id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

..  Id. 

1281.  Salvador 

Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

. . 

, . 

..  2id. 

1282.  Malaga 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin.. 

..  l|d. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

8id. 

1223.  Rome  . . 

# # 

..  Id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

..  6id. 

1285.  Washington  . . 

t • 

4|d. 

1225.  Barcelona 

..  2|d. 

1286.  Warsaw 

J 4 

id. 

1226.  Madeira 

, , 

..  5|d. 

1287.  Pekin 

• • 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

c , 

, . 

..  lid. 

1288.  Amsterdam  .. 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang 

, # 

..  Id. 

1*89.  Manila 

21  d. 

1229.  Newell wang 

..  Id. 

1290.  Bahia 

id. 

1230.  Chungking 

. # 

..  lid. 

12yl.  Munich 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

# , 

..  Id. 

1292.  Trieste 

lid. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1293.  Tunis 

4d. 

1233.  Chicago 

..  3d. 

1294.  Montevideo  . . 

lid. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2|d, 

1295.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe 

Id. 

1236.  Mannheim 

..  Id 

1297.  Stettin 

3d. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

. . Id. 

1298.  Rome 

2id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

, . 

..  Id. 

1299.  Dantzig 

7d. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1300.  Sofia.. 

2|d. 

1240.  Poi  t au-Prince 

..  2d. 

1301.  Mexico 

lid. 

1241.  Frankfort 

..  3d. 

1302.  Paris  . . 

Id. 

1242.  Krzeroum 

..  Id. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

..  3|d. 

1304.  Tangier 

2|d. 

1244.  Naples 

..  Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast. . 

id. 

1245.  Guatemala 

, , 

..  Id. 

1306.  Porto  Rico  .. 

Id. 

1246.  Madrid 

. . Id. 

1307.  Paramaribo  . . 

Id. 
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General 

review. 


Railway. 


General  Remarks. 

In  1891  the  financial  crisis  which  had  been  long  impending 
over  the  country  took  an  acute  form,  and  in  May  of  that  year 
the  Government  published  a moratorium  for  three  months,  which 
was  subsequently  extended  and  still  exists,  exonerating  the  Bank 
of  Portugal  from  cashing  its  notes,  which  practically  became  a 
forced  paper  currency.  Inasmuch  as  this  financial  crisis,  which 
still  prevails,  is  general  and  affects  the  whole  country,  I will 
abstain  from  making  any  remarks  as  to  the  circumstances  which 
gave  rise  to  it,  and  will  only  refer  to  it  so  far  as  it  affects  trade  in 
this  district.  Apart,  however,  from  the  general  crisis,  some 
interests  in  this  city,  and  indeed  in  the  northern  provinces,  are 
suffering  severely  from  another  crisis  whose  cause  and  effects  may 
be  said  to  be  local  and  are  connected  with  the  banking  establish- 
ments in  Oporto. 

For  a considerable  number  of  years  past  the  city  of  Oporto 
had  attached  importance  to  a railway  line  which  should  follow 
the  course  of  the  River  Douro,  and  after  crossing  the  frontier, 
should  penetrate  into  the  Spanish  provinces  of  Salamanca  (the 
“ granary  of  Spain”),  Zamora  and  Valladolid,  so  as  to  place  them 
in  direct  communication  with  the  port  of  Oporto.  In  1867  a law 
was  passed  authorising  the  construction  of  a line  as  far  as  Pinhao 
in  the  centre  of  the  port  wine  district,  and  the  building  of  the 
railroad  was  soon  afterwards  commenced.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
idea  of  the  connection  with  Salamanca  by  rail  had  been  gaining 
ground,  and  urgent  petitions  were  made  to  Government  in  its 
favour  by  various  representative  bodies  in  this  city.  It  was  even 
stated  at  the  time  that  the  future  prosperity,  and  indeed  the  very 
existence,  of  Oporto  depended  on  the  prolongation  of  the  Portu- 
guese line.  In  1881  a Syndicate  was  formed  in  which  all  the 
Oporto  Banks  (with  one  exception)  took  part  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  the  contract  from  the  Spanish  Government  for  the 
building  of  the  line  from  Salamanca  to  the  Portuguese  frontier, 
which  was  being  approached  by  the  Douro  line.  This  Syndicate 
spent  about  2,500,000/.  sterling  on  the  construction,  which  for 
some  reason  or  other  proved  to  be  very  much  more  costly  than 
had  been  anticipated.  The  Government  had,  in  1882,  promul- 
gated a law  guaranteeing  to  the  Syndicate  the  complement  of 
5 per  cent,  on  the  sums  spent  on  the  construction ; but  this  is  not 
being  paid,  as  the  Government  is  holding  back  this  percentage  as 
a deduction  from  the  amounts  for  which  it  is  a creditor  in  regard 
to  moneys  advanced  to  the  Syndicate  to  enable  it  to  repay  loans 
raised  in  Palis.  Inasmuch  therefore  as  the  line  does  not  yield  a 
profit,  but  on  the  contrary  a deficit  has  occurred  every  year 
which  the  Government  is  making  up,  the  Banks  forming  the 
Syndicate  found  themselves  with  a large  portion  of  their  capital 
locked  up  and  unproductive,  and  their  situation  was  becoming 
one  of  growing  embarrassment  when  the  abortive  military  rising 
of  1891  and  the  troubles  in  Brazil  engendered  an  uneasiness 
among  investors  and  depositors  which  led  to  such  withdrawals  of 
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capital  from  the  Banks  that  the  crisis  became  more  and  more 
pronounced,  dividends  grew  smaller  or  ceased  to  be  paid,  and  in 
some  cases  an  actual  suspension  of  payments  took  place.  Local 
merchants  had  then  to  resort  almost  exclusively  to  the  Bank  of 
Portugal  for  discounts,  this  Bank  having  in  the  meanwhile  been 
authorised  by  Government  to  increase  its  note-issue.  The  imme- 
diate effect  of  the  Government  moratorium  was,  as  a matter  of 
course,  to  cause  a premium  on  gold,  the  sovereign  having 
hitherto,  and  for  many  years  past,  been  obtainable  at  par  for 
notes  or  silver. 

This  premium  rapidly  rose  until  it  reached  about  34  per  cent., 
it  then  declined,  and  for  some  time  past  has  remained  with  no 
very  great  oscillations  at  about  26  per  cent. 

A distinction  must  here  be  made  between  the  State  and  the 
Bank  of  Portugal  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  commercial  com- 
munity on  the  other,  for  while  the  former  were  failing  to  meet 
their  engagements,  the  latter  most  creditably  paid  their  liabilities 
at  home  and  abroad,  and  hardly  any  failures,  and  no  important 
ones,  took  place,  although  in  some  cases  remittances  in  respect  to 
large  transactions  entered  into  before  the  moratorium  must  have 
been  made  at  a considerable  sacrifice.  After  the  paper  currency 
had  been  once  established  it  became,  of  course,  easy  for  the 
foreign  manufacturers  or  dealers  to  exact  such  terms  as  they  thought 
fit  from  the  importers  here  in  order  to  secure  payment  of  their 
indents,  but  during  what  may  be  called  the  transition  period, 
although  gold  was  already  at  a considerable  premium,  Portuguese, 
traders,  as  intimated  above,  generally  fulfilled  their  obligations 
with  great  credit  to  themselves. 

This  abnormality  in  the  exchange,  if  on  the  one  hand  it  Exchange, 
affected  the  price  of  imports  to  the  detriment  of  the  consumer,  on 
the  other  hand,  and  as  a natural  consequence,  stimulated,  for  a 
time  at  least,  the  export  trade  of  the  country.  The  former  trade 
was  further  affected  by  the  new  customs  tariff  which,  apparently 
in  response  to  a cry  for  more  and  more  protection,  was  pro- 
mulgated, and  in.  virtue  of  which  the  duties  on  many  articles 
underwent  an  enormous  increase  and  in  many  cases  became 
prohibitive. 

As  has  been  very  frequently  stated  in  reports  from  this  office,  Statistics, 
no  official  local  returns  are  published  at  the  custom-house,  those 
kept  in  that  department  being  transmitted  to  Lisbon  to  be 
embodied  in  the  general  statistics  of  the  kingdom.  Such  statistics 
as  are  published  on  agricultural  matters  and  others  are  generally 
so  far  in  arrear  as  to  deprive  them  of  interest.  The  Oporto 
Commercial  Association  now  publishes  every  year  a mass  of  in- 
teresting data  taken  from  the  records  of  the  custom-house  (by  a 
gentleman  in  their  employ)  and  relating  to  the  trade  of  th’19  port, 
but  unfortunately  these  statistics  cannot  in  all  instances  be 
dissected  so  as  to  show  the  different  countries  to  which  the 
various  figures  refer,  and,  therefore,  in  making  the  following 
observations  on  such  matters  as  affect  British  commerce,  I can 
only  base  them  on  such  information  as  f have  been  able  to  obtain 
(1(U6) 
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from  private  individuals,  on  personal  observation,  and  in  a few 
instances  on  tables  specially  prepared  by  a gentleman  connected 
with  the  Oporto  custom-house. 


Trade  and  Commerce . 


Real  or  Declared  Value*  of  Imports  and  Exports  during  the 
Years  1890-92. 


Year, 

Value. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1890 

£ 

3,309,060 

£ 

2,466,880 

1891 

2,829,530 

3,859,700 

1892 

2,237,360 

3,198,120 

* All  values  given  in  this  report  have  been  converted  from  local  currency  into 
sterling  at  the  par  of  exchange,  as  it  is  at  that  rate  that  they  were  originally  con- 
verted into  reis  from  the  original  values  given  in  sterling  and  other  foreign  money. 


The  decrease  in  imports  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  financial 
crisis,  increased  duties,  and  adverse  state  of  the  exchange,  and  the 
increase  of  exports  by  the  last-named  factor. 

The  customs  revenue  naturally  shows  a decrease,  that  for  the 
year  1891  being  7 per  cent,  less  than  that  for  1890,  and  the 
receipts  for  1892  being  smaller  by  18*5  per  cent,  than  those  for 
the  preceding  year,  although  there  was  an  increase  of  about  22  per 
cent,  in  the  export  duties.  The  actual  figures  as  given  by  the 
Commercial  Association  were  the  following  : — - 


Revenue  of  the  Oporto  Custom-house  during  the  Years 

1890-92. 


Year. 

Amount. 

£ 

1890 

1,337,150 

1891 

1,239,660 

1892 

1,008,800 

An  important  and  increasing  decline  is  taking  place  in  British 
trade,  and  is  chiefly  due : 1st,  to  the  continuous  rise  in  the  import 
duties  for  the  protection  of  the  native  manufactories  which  are 
largely  on  the  increase;  and,  2ndly,  to  the  competition  of  other 
countries,  especially  Germany  and  Belgium.  In  respect  to  the 
first,  there  is  little  or  nothing  to  be  said,  it  being  a circum- 
stance entirely  out  of  the  control  of  the  producers  and  merchants 
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at  home.  Perhaps  this  is  not  so  much  the  case  in  regard  to 
foreign  competition.  It  has  been  a matter  of  general  remark  that 
foreigners  give  greater  facilities  and  show  themselves  more  willing 
than  our  people  to  meet  the  wishes  of  customers,  such  as  giving 
longer  credits,  making  quotations  in  currency,  e.i.f.,  readiness  to 
execute  small  orders,  &c.  In  many  cases,  again,  manufacturers 
and  merchants  at  home  are  not  represented  directly  by  agents,  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  trade  being  done  through  commission 
houses  whose  agents  here  also  represent  foreign  houses.  Should 
there  be  a difference  in  the  terms  given  to  the  agent  by  different 
houses  (and  this  has,  to  my  knowledge,  been  the  case),  it  is  only 
natural  that  if  the  agent  should  have  different  samples  at  the 
same  time  and  of  the  same  article,  say  sugar  or  rice,  to  offer  his 
customers,  he  should  exert  himself  more  on  behalf  of  the  firm 
from  whom  he  obtains  the  best  terms.  These  factors  may  now,  to  a 
certain  extent,  have  ceased  to  exist,  but  the  fact  that  they  did  at 
one  time  exist,  very  materially  assisted  the  foreigner  in  obtaining 
an  opening  for  his  goods  where  before  the  British  had  been  para- 
mount. 1 may  mention  that  although  it  has  been  stated  that 
latterly  some  falling  off  in  British  trade  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
ill  feeling  shown  against  anything  that  was  English  by  the  Press 
and  some  sections  of  the  community  here  at  the  time  of  the 
Anglu-Portuguese  African  negotiations,  J do  not  believe  such  to 
be  the  case.  It  is  true  that  in  March,  1890,  a kind  of  covenant 
was  entered  into  by  some  native  traders  binding  themselves  to 
import  no  more  goods  from  England  after  April  1 of  that  yeai. 
when  a watch  was  to  be  kept  at  the  custom-house  to  ensure  com- 
pliance with  the  agreement ; but  this  arrangement,  as  was  indeed 
foreseen  from  the  beginning  by  most  people,  never  came  to  any- 
thing, and  broke  down  before  the  time  arrived  for  its  coming  into 
operation. 

The  following  is  a table  of  the  values  of  the  imports  into 
Oporto  for  the  last  4 years,  in  which  those  from  Great  Britain  are 
specified  and  also  those  from  Germany,  as  being  our  most  im- 
portant trade  rival  in  this  market  : — 


Return  of  the  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Export  (in  which  those  from  Great  Britain  and  Germany  are  Specified) 

during  the  Years  1889-92. 
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Total  from  all  Countries. 

1892. 

£ 

85,780 

66,036 

48,577 

104,665 

54,629 

103,917 

189,919 

159,645 

734,205 

130,678 

40,937 

59,681 

435,367 

15,428 

7,914 

2.237,378 

' : 

1 

£ 

105,426 

161,367 
86,814 
, 244,840 

64,205 
96,036 

177,926 

199,508 

858,366 

171,416 

66,464 

89,693 

440,995 

52,605 

13,873 

2.829.534 

' : 

1890. 

£ 

117,113 

208,796 

114,420 

287,372 

89,577 

81,510 

219,697 

227,765 

813,216 

230,122 

76,520 

125,936 

544,108 

164,495 

8,435 

3.309.082 

‘ : 

1889. 

£ 

113,115 

197,013 

125,940 

311.162 
102,042 
117,976 

174,275 

241,181 

714,263 

214,020 

77,287 

117,731 

373.162 
354,703 

7,082 

3 240.952 

f : 
r 

Germany. 

1892. 

£ 

23,420 

27,323 

9,160 

14,675 

17,691 

8,310 

13,444 

34,139 

73,260 

25,891 

6,931 

15,890 

25,432 

1,780 

9Q7  J44.fi 

; M 

1891. 

£ 

37,921 

68.763 
15,723 

36.764 
18,989 
17,767 

21,960 

44,246 

106,205 

55,164 

11,500 

33,517 

52,015 

2,067 

*99  Kfll 

\ 

r 

1890. 

£ 

48,994 

85,030 

18,608 

35,470 

18,548 

16,315 

24.518 

54.518 
146,516 

59,515 

15,232 

51,014 

57,112 

2,244 

K33  RSI 

! ° 
[ 

1 

£ 

37,333 

75,603 

15,537 

33,049 

15,380 

6,977 

17,680 

53,493 

133,652 

51,666 

12,609 

30,458 

50,637 

529 

2,345 

! 

r 

Great  Britain. 

1891.  1892. 

£ 

13,345 

12,480 

8,897 

74,499 

11,249 

21,319 

86,216 

82,151 

220,203 

70,698 

12,544 

7,440 

92,175 

5,657 

2,855 

701  7 OQ 

54,947 

£ 

9,217 

28,332 

11,149 

165,447 

15,528 

3,674 

88.059 
95,096 

271,034 

58,737 

22,066 

10,884 

53,108 

34.060 
5,178 

£3*7  1 KCn  1 

i 

S 8 

1890. 

£ 

14,837 

32,658 

12,982 

203,558 

19,834 

3,312 

108,270 

98,652 

294,172 

71,757 

19,350 

11,415 

93,812 

163,118 

3,356 

§ 

1 

£ 

16,507 

40,280 

15,134 

245,050 

22,695 

15,813 

85,283 

112,315 

353,560 

88.359 
22,515 

23.360 

51,344 

342,186 

3,664 

I 

i 

] 

E 

j 

: 

| 

1 

1 . Animals  (living)  and  animal  products  

2.  Wool  

3.  Silk) 

4.  Cotton  

5.  Linen  and  similar  substances 

6.  Wood  

7.  Mineral  substances,  glass,  crystals,  and  ceramic 

products 

8.  Metals  

9.  Food  substances 

10.  Instruments,  machinery,  and  apparatus  used  in 

science,  arts,  industry,  and  agriculture 

11.  Miscellaneous  substances  and  products  

12.  Miscellaneous  manufactures 

Goods  free  of  duty,  but  subject  to  a tax  of 

2 per  cent 

Goods  free  of  duty  and  any  other  tax*  

Tares  

Total 

Coal  (included  in  Class  7)  j 

* Includes  bullion,  of  which  the  amounts  imported  from 
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As  regards  manufactured  goods,  I will  now  enumerate  some 
of  the  articles  which  used  to  be  imported  from  Great  Britain, 
and  whose  importation  has  either  ceased  or  is  carried  on  in 
diminished  quantities,  adding  such  remarks  as  may  be  applicable 
to  each  case. 

In  Manchester  and  Glasgow  goods,  heavy  grey  cottons,  in 
which  a considerable  trade  was  done,  are  entirely  shut  out, 
owing  to  protective  duties,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  grey 
and  white  sheetings.  Light  grey  and  white  (bleached)  printers 
continue  to  be  imported,  and  are  printed  in  the  country  from 
designs  coming  from  abroad*  ; but  this  trade  must  be  considered 
in  a precarious  state,  as  importation  is  likely  to  come  to  an  end 
or  be  greatly  reduced  owing  to  the  setting  up  of  native  bleach 
works,  two  of  which  are  nearly  ready  to  begin  working.  White 
shirtings  also  still  come  in.  Velvets  and  velveteens  continue  to 
be  imported,  but  on  a smaller  scale,  on  account  of  duties  and 
adverse  exchange.  In  prints,  the  cheap  and  lower  qualities  have 
ceased  to  be  imported  as  they  are  made  in  the  country,  but  better 
class  prints  and  new  designs  still  come  in,  and  in  this  particular 
branch  there  has  been  a certain  revival  during  the  last  year. 

Of  yarns  only  the  high  numbers  are  imported,  the  lower 
counts  being  manufactured  here.  In  coloured  handkerchiefs  (used 
by  the  lower  class  women  as  a head-covering)  a small  trade  is  still 
done  in  new  designs. 

In  Leeds,  Galashiels,  and  Dundee  goods,  hessians  used  to  be 
imported  in  large  quantities,  but  the  trade  is  a thing  of  the  past 
and  not  likely  to  be  renewed.  Yarns,  however,  have  lately  been 
coming  in  in  comparatively  large  quantities. 

In  Bradford  goods  importers  have  been,  since  the  last  tariff 
of  1892,  relying  on  their  stocks,  but  it  is  not  improbable  there 
may  be  some  improvement  later  on.  In  the  meanwhile,  attempts 
are  being  made  in  the  country  in  this  direction. 

In  cutlery  a fair  amount  of  trade  was  done,  but  for  some 
time  past  our  manufactures  have  been  supplanted  here  by  those 
of  German  origin.  Files  are  in  this  class  the  chief  article  of 
English  manufacture  sold  here. 

The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  cutlery  of  English 
and  German  manufacture  : — 


* la  this  connection  it  may  be  interesting  to  reproduce  here  the  words  used 
some  time  ago  by  Sir  F.  Leighton : “ Art  is  every  day  becoming  more  important 
in  relation  to  certain  sides  of  the  waning  material  prosperity  of  the  country.  For 
the  industrial  competition  between  this  and  other  countries— a competition  keen 
and  eager,  which  means,  to  certain  industries,  almost  a race  for  life— runs,  in  many 
cases,  no  longer  exclusively  or  mainly  on  the  lines  of  excellence  of  material  and 
solidity  of  workmanship,  but  greatly,  nowadays,  on  the  lines  of  artistic  charm  and 
beauty  of  design.”  In  the  matter  of  designs  for  prints  and  coloured  handkerchiefs 
England  is  successfully  competed  with  by  the  French. 


8 


PORTUGAL; 


Steel  Goods  (Scissors! 


Year. 

England. 

Germany. 

Quantity. 

Yalue 

Quantity.  1 

Yalue. 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

1889  

18 

14 

2,360 

933 

1890  

39 

35 

2,979 

1,088 

1891 

17 

30 

2,602 

916 

1892  

21 

23 

1,325  | 

468 

Steel  Cutlery  (not  Specified). 


Year. 

England. 

Germany. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

1889  

12,758 

3,106 

14,998 

2,992 

1890  

11,796 

2,946 

14,736 

3,155 

1891 

7,786 

2,186 

14,304 

3,225 

1892  

2,387 

752 

7,345 

1,624 

In  bottles  and  safety  fuse,  both  of  which  articles  used  to 
come  in  considerable  quantities  from  England,  the  trade  has  been 
transferred  for  the  greater  part  to  Germany.  As  regards  metals, 
importation  continues  to  be  made  from  the  United  Kingdom,  but 
there  is  a strong  competition  from  Belgium,  which  is  also  sending 
larger  quantities  of  hoop-iron,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  casks 
for  the  port  wine  trade.  In  bar-iron,  nail-rods,  pig-iron,  lead,  and 
tin-plates  we  continue  to  hold  our  own. 

With  regard  to  colonial  goods,  the  most  important  article  of 
consumption  is  salted  codfish,  and  until  a little  over  20  years  ago 
Newfoundland  fish  monopolised  the  market,  which  is  perhaps 
second  to  none  in  Europe  in  importance.  Gradually,  however, 
popular  prejudice  against  an  innovation  in  the  shape  of  Norway 
fish  was  overcome,  and  its  sale  has  by  degrees  increased  in  this 
market  to  such  an  extent  as  to  very  nearly  approach  the  quantity 
shipped  from  Newfoundland.  This  can  be  accounted  for  chiefly 
owing  to  its  lower  price,  also  to  the  falling-off  in  the  curing  of  the 
Newfoundland  fish,  which  again  is  due,  it  is  said,  to  a different 
system  of  catching  with  nets  which  is  now  carried  on,  and  which 
is  also  supposed  to  have  had  an  effect  in  diminishing  the  catch. 
An  advantage  is  also  enjoyed  by  Norway  in  being  able  to  place 
new  fish  here  about  two  months  before  even  winter-cured  fish  of 
Newfoundland  origin  can  reach  it.  Although  complaints  are 
heard  of  the  latter  fish,  as  compared  with  that  of  former  times,  it 
is  to  be  observed  that,  especially  as  regards  the  shore-cured  fish, 
it  always  obtains  the  preference  over  and  commands  a higher 
price  than  the  Norwegian  one. 
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The  following  table  can  be  relied  on  as  showing  the  importa- 
tion for  the  last  10  years  ■ 


Year, 

Quantity. 

Newfoundland. 

Norwegian. 

Total. 

Cwts. 

Cwfs. 

Cwts. 

1883  

133,058 

42,374 

175,432 

1884  

182,953 

58,053 

241,006 

1885  

188,366 

58,729 

247,095 

1886  

180,735 

64,926 

245,661 

1887  

149,247 

52,630 

201,877 

1888  

163,908 

63,933 

j 227,841 

1889  

181,054 

95,150 

277,104 

1890  

103,191 

134,405 

238,596 

1891 

133,262 

98,693 

1 231,955 

1892  

123,211 

93,352 

216,563 

I was  once  told  in  London  by  a partner  in  one  of  the  most  Rice, 
important  export  commission  houses  doing  business  with 
Portugal  that  rice  was  considered  to  be  the  backbone  of  the 
London  trade.  This  was  at  one  time  almost  exclusively  in  British 
hands,  but  of  late  there  has  been  an  important  change  to 
Germany,  and  the  latter  country  now  sends  this  article  in  larger 
quantities,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table 


Return  of  Rice  Imported  into  Oporto  during  the  last  4 Years. 


Year. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany. 

Total  from  all  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

1889  

2,860,571 

30,210 

8,245,421 

. 85,389 

11,252,121 

117,237 

1390  

3,713,101 

40,907 

7,681,468 

83,555 

12,118,358 

131,646 

1891 

4,819,411 

51,484 

6,304,912 

64,163 

11,658,850 

121,570 

1892  

4,931,932 

55,456 

4,214,361 

44,178 

9,315,580 

101,261 

On  inquiry  of  several  of  the  leading  importers,  I was  informed 
that  the  rice  from  Germany  is  considered  better  milled,  and  is 
generally  cheaper  in  price,  and  that  there  is  greater  regularity 
in  the  weights  of  the  bags  than  in  those  of  rice  sent  out  from 
England. 

The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  sugar: — Sugar. 


Year. 

Great  Britain. 

Germany. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

1889  

1890  

1891  

1892  

Kilos. 

6,909,614 

6,409,230 

5,177,084 

4,146,508 

£ 

108,867 

89,150 

75,577 

57,193 

Kilos. 

1,939,352 

3,081,052 

2,105,377 

1,642,197 

£ 

31,504 

47,546 

30,809 

24,176 
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Butter. 


Wine. 


Cattle. 


Fruit. 


The  imports  of  Cork  butter  show  a considerable  decrease. 
This  is,  to  a certain  extent,  owing  to  the  higher  duty  and 
adverse  exchange,  and  also  to  increased  and  improved  production 
in  the  country,  but  it  is  also  due  to  false  statements  about  foul 
adulteration  made  in  the  lower  class  papers  at  the  time  of  the 
anti-English  agitation,  statements  which  have  somehow  got  a 
certain  hold  on  the  people  and  caused  a strong  prejudice  against 
this  butter.  This  forms,  I believe,  the  one  exception  to  the 
remark  made  above  in  regard  to  the  effect  on  trade  of  that 
agitation. 


Table  showing  Imports  of  Butter  for  last  4 Years. 


Y ear. 

Great  Britain. 

Total  from  all  Countries. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

1889  

60,341 

6,577 

64,705 

7,167 

1890  

42,067 

4,845 

67,890 

7,869 

1891 

29,970 

3,339 

59,471 

5,989 

1892  

15,571 

2,548 

28,455 

3,882 

Turning  to  exports,  and  not  taking  into  account  the  chief  one, 
i.e.,  port  wine,  as  to  which  I reported  a short  time  ago,*  I am  not 
able  to  give  any  exact  data,  but  the  following  information  may 
be  taken  as  approximately  correct. 

Next  to  wine  the  most  valuable  export  trade  was  that  done 
in  fat  cattle,  but  this  has  been  for  some  time  suspended,  owing 
to  the  prohibition  of  its  importation  into  England.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  northern  provinces  of  Portugal  have  been 
for  some  time  officially  declared  free  from  foot-and-mouth  disease. 
In  the  meantime  no  export  in  carcase  takes  place. 

Onions,  apples,  and  oranges  are  the  goods  sent  in  the  largest 
quantities  to  the  British  fruit  markets.  London,  Hull,  Bristol, 
and  Liverpool  are  the  ports  to  which  these  articles  are  shipped,  the 
last  named  taking  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  amount  exported. 
The  onion  season  generally  commences  about  the  end  of  June,  and 
shipments  are  made  up  to  February,  though  the  bulk  is  made  up 
from  July  to  the  end  of  September.  The  yearly  exportation  of 
these  onions  (for  the  good  quality  of  which  Oporto  enjoys  a 
certain  reputation)  may  be  taken  roughly  at  about  120,000 
cases  in  an  ordinary  season.  A fair  quantity  is  also  sent 
to  Brazil.  The  crop  this  year  was  a large  one,  and  shipments 
may  possibly  reach  150,000  cases.  The  apple  crop  begins  about 
the  end  of  June,  and  the  average  exports  may  be  put  down  at 
between  15,000  and  20,000.  This  season,  however,  owing  to  the 
crop  having  been  an  unusually  large  and  early  one,  and  there 
having  consequently  been  more  time  for  the  shipment  before 
the  English  fruit  was  ready  for  the  market,  the  export  of  apples 

* Miscellaneous  Series  No.  304. 


OPORTO. 


11 


during  the  latter  part  of  June,  July,  and  August  was  about  30,000 
cases.  The  shipment  of  oranges  from  this  place  has  been  for 
some  years  on  the  decline,  as  the  fruit  is  of  a poor  kind  and  unable 
to  compete  successfully  with  that  from  Valencia  and  other  sources; 
the  exports  being,  therefore,  limited  to  a few  thousand  cases  during 
the  months  of  December  to  March. 

Slate  and  marble  (both  said  to  be  of  excellent  quality)  occur 
in  this  district,  and  a certain  trade  is  done  in  exporting  them,  but 
in  both  cases  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  development 
of  the  trade  arising  out  of  want  of  facilities  for  shipping. 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  bar  of  Oporto  has  of  late  years  been  much  improved,  and 
a striking  proof  of  this  improvement  is  afforded  by  the  great 
diminution  in  the  number  of  wrecks  which  were  in  former  times 
of  such  frequent  occurrence. 

The  port  of  Leixoes  (pronounced  Layshowings)  is  now  com-  Leixoes 
pleted,  at  any  rate  as  a harbour  of  refuge,  and  it  is  contemplated  harbour, 
to  make  considerable  improvements  in  the  way  of  providing  it 
with  mooring  buoys,  discharging  quays,  &c.  In  the  meantime  it 
is  resorted  to  by  a considerable  amount  of  shipping  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report,  whereby  it  will  also  be 
seen  what  a large  preponderance  there  is  of  shipping  under  the 
British  Flag  over  that  of  all  other  nations.  A fixed  red  light 
(visible  about  5 miles)  has  been  placed  on  the  south  pier  head. 

Last  year  I sent  home  a translation  of  the  Harbour  Regulations. 

These  have  been  since  somewhat  modified,  but  they  are  still  of 
a provisional  character,  and  are  at  present  in  course  of  revision. 


Population  and  Industries. 

The  last  census  of  the  population  of  the  country  was  taken  in  population  of 
1891,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  been  published.  The  penultimate  Oporto, 
was  in  1878,  and  the  antepenultimate  in  1864,  the  population  of 
Oporto  having  been  returned  at  108,346  and  85,256  inhabitants 
respectively.  These  figures,  however,  give  no  proper  idea  of  the 
present  commercial  and  social  importance  of  Oporto,  because  not 
only  is  it  very  evident  that  the  population  has  increased  very 
considerably  since  they  were  obtained,  but  also  because  they 
refer  only  to  the  city  within  barriers,  and  no  account  is  taken  of 
the  large  number  of  neighbouring  villages  and  hamlets  where  a 
great  many  workmen  reside,  and  whither  they  come  into  town 
for  their  daily  labour,  and  also  of  the  increasing  number  of  people 
who,  taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  of  tram  conveyance,  also 
have  their  dwelling  houses  out  of  town.  No  account  is  taken 
also  of  that  portion  of  Oporto  which  lies  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Douro,  and  where  all  the  port  wine  stores,  cooperages,  and  some 
other  industries  are  located. 

Emigration  is  a subject  which  is  occupying  and  has  for  a long  Emigration. 
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Portugal. 


time  occupied  the  attention  of  Portuguese  statesmen.  It  is  re- 
garded by  some  people  as  a very  great  evil  for  the  country,  but 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  this  is  so  to  such  an  extent,  if  at  all, 
as  is  generally  made  out  in  the  Press.  As  the  last  census  returns 
have  not  been  published,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  whether,  in  this 
case,  emigration  has  been  followed  by  the  increase  in  the  popula- 
tion which  is  supposed  to  follow  it;  but  it  is  curious  to  note  that 
this  would  appear  to  have  begun  to  be  observed  in  respect  to  this 
very  country  at  the  time  she  was  extending  her  conquests  and 
her  colonies.  It  takes  place  to  Brazil,  and  differs  from  emigration 
in  the  generally  accepted  meaning  of  the  term,  in  that  the  people 
leaving  home  for  Brazil  do  not  go  for  the  purpose  of  colonising 
a new  country  or  permanently  settling  abroad,  but  with  a view 
to  endeavouring  to  obtain  wealth  with  which  to  return  to  the  old 
country.  At  any  rate  this  was  the  case  until  quite  recent  times. 
Circumstances  are,  to  a certain  extent,  changing  in  this,  that 
whereas,  formerly,  only  men  emigrated,  now  it  is  quite  a common 
thing  to  see  whole  families  leaving  this  country  for  Brazil.  By 
far  the  greater  number  of  emigrants  are  from  the  northern 
provinces  of  Portugal,  and  their  departure  is  owing  to  a diversity 
of  causes,  among  which  are  the  following  : — Poverty,  aggravated 
by  the  financial  crisis  and  increased  taxation ; the  horror  shown 
by  most  classes  for  the  military  conscription,  this  being  applicable 
more  especially  to  clandestine  emigration ; the  force  of  example, 
as  in  almost  every  village  in  the  north  there  are  one  or  more 
wealthy  a Brazilians”  as  returned  emigrants  are  called  ; the  well- 
known  cause  of  over-population,  a factor  which  applies  to  a special 
degree  to  the  province  of  Minho,  which  furnishes  a very  large 
proportion  of  the  emigrants,  and  where  it  may  be  said  that  every 
spare  yard  available  for  agriculture  is  already  taken  up — in  fact, 
as  far  back  as  1700  this  province  was  called  “a  cidade  continuada1’ 
(the  continued  city)  owing  to  the  density  of  its  population ; the 
fact  that  passages  to  Brazil  can  be  obtained  free,  and  also  the 
efforts  and  arguments  of  the  paid  emigration  agents.  A committee 
of  the  House  of  Deputies  is  at  work  on  the  subject,  and  has  just 
issued  a set  of  queries  to  various  authorities  and  corporate  bodies 
with  a view  to  obtaining  information  on  which  to  enact  remedial 
measures.  It  has  been  suggested,  too,  that  the  rural  clergy 
should  be  urged  to  make  an  anti-emigration  propaganda  among 
their  parishioners.  In  the  meanwhile,  certain  restrictive 
measures  have  been  adopted,  such  as  the  imposition  of  a heavy 
duty  on  passports,  and  a high  tax  on  emigration  and  steamship 
agents.  While  earning  an  increase  on  clandestine  emigration,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  all  coercive  measures  may  have  a tendency  to 
deter  a large  number  of  emigrants  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  frequent  voyages  backwards  and  forwards  from  returning 
to  Portugal,  at  any  rate  for  a number  of  years.  This  emigration 
varies  very  considerably  in  different  years  ; the  following  figures 
were  supplied  to  me  for  the  two  last : — 
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Number  of  Persons  going  from  Leixoes  and  Lisbon  to  the 
Southern  Ports  of  Brazil  (Pernambuco,  Bahia,  liio  de  Janeiro 
and  Santos),  and  returning  therefrom. 


1891. 

1892. 

Number. 

Number. 

Outwards  .«  ..  .. 

28,584 

17,759 

Homewards  ..  .. 

11,906 

15,513 

Difference  • . . . 

16,628 

2,246 

This  year  the  number  outwards  is,  1 believe,  greatly  in  ex- 
cess of  that  in  1892,  and  in  connection  with  the  above  figures  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  is  a notorious  fact  that  a large 
quantity  of  persons  embark  clandestinely  at  Vigo  and  other 
places. 

In  1891  the  Government  made  an  effort  to  divert  this  current 
of  emigration  to  the  Portuguese  possessions  by  providing  free 
passages,  but  the  attempt  ended  in  failure.  The  desirability  has 
also  been  suggested  that  the  Government  should  endeavour  to 
direct  migration  to  the  southern  province  of  Alemtejo,  but  there 
seem  to  be  great  drawbacks  to  this  scheme  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  soil  and  low  rainfall. 

The  people  all  over  the  country  have,  of  course,  suffered  Cost  of  living, 
severely  from  the  financial  crisis,  and,  as  has  been  said,  Oporto  is, 
in  addition,  suffering  from  the  effects  of  another  one.  Individual 
incomes  having  so  materially  decreased  and  expenditure  so 
sensibly  increased  owing  to  the  enormous  rise  in  the  cost  of 
living,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  considerable  opposition  is 
being  shown  to  a measure  of  the  Government  whereby  Oporto  is 
placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  Lisbon  as  regards  taxation.  It 
is  contended  that  the  people  here  are  already  being  taxed  quite 
up  to  the  point  of  endurance,  and  that  special  advantages  are 
enjoyed  by  the  capital  which  do  not  obtain  in  the  northern  city, 
and  although  the  law  respecting  the  new  taxes  has  passed  in  the 
Cortes,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  last  word  has  not  been 
said  on  the  subject.  It  would  only  come  into  operation  in  1895, 
and,  according  to  the  latest  reports,  the  Government  are  showing 
signs  of  an  inclination  to  listen  to  complaints  against  the  increase. 

It  is  a remarkable  fact,  that  to  a casual  observer  the  effects  of  a 
simultaneous  decrease  in  income  and  increase  in  expenditure 
should  be  more  openly  perceptible.  Everything  would  appear  to 
go  on  in  the  same  way  as  before ; public  amusements  patronised 
by  the  lower  classes  have  been  as  well  patronised  as  heretofore, 
and  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  pinch  must  be  severely 
felt  by  many  people. 

I have  it  on  the  authority  of  a gentleman  who  is  in  municipal  Economy  in 
office  that  in  the  consumption  of  beef  alone  there  was  a diminu-  food- 
tion  in  1892,  as  compared  with  1890,  of  693,763  kilos.,  repre- 
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Industries. 


Matches. 


Wood-pulp. 


Fishing. 


senting  52,416/.,  and  that  this  could  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
way  than  by  forced  economy  as  a result  of  reduced  means. 

In  the  matter  of  industries  there  has  been  a considerable 
development,  there  being  a good  many  cotton  mills  at  work,  and 
some  new  manufactures  have  lately  been  started.  It  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  in  some  cases  the  goods  turned  out,  if,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  dearer  than  those  of  foreign  manufacture, 
are,  at  all  events,  of  good  quality,  some  kinds  of  grey  cloths  being 
specially  remarkable  for  excellence  of  manufacture  and  absence 
of  excessive  sizeing. 

As  much  cannot  be  said,  however,  for  all  manufactures,  the 
matches  obtainable  here,  for  instance — on  the  production  of  which 
a heavy  tax  is  levied — have  become  wretched  in  quality  and 
higher  in  price,  and  nothing  is  so  common  as  to  see  smokers  in 
the  streets  and  public  conveyances  making  use  of  the  old-fashioned 
flint  and  tinder-box  in  preference  to  matches. 

A steam-mill  has  recently  been  set  up  by  an  English  Com- 
pany, about  20  miles  to  the  south  of  Oporto,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  wood-pulp  for  paper-making,  from  the  u Pinus  Mari- 
tima/’  which  grows  in  great  abundance  along  the  north  coast  of 
Portugal.  The  produce  of  this  factory,  which,  I understand,  is 
steadily  increasing,  is  consumed  in  the  country  and  also  sent 
abroad,  some  of  it  even  finding  its  way  to  the  United  States. 

With  reference  to  the  large  importation  of  codfish  mentioned 
above,  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  Portuguese  should  have  to  import 
cured  fish  from  such  a distance  and  in  such  large  quantities  when 
account  is  taken  of  the  facilities  which  their  comparatively  exten- 
sive coast  line  gives  them  for  procuring  fish  for  themselves. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  very  much  more  fish  could  be  caught 
than  is  the  case  at  present,  although  of  late  greater  enterprise  is 
being  shown  in  this  respect.  A few  years  ago  steam  trawling 
was  started  from  this  port  (owing  to  English  initiative),  and  this 
industry  was  bidding  fair  to  become  an  important,  remunerative, 
and  a very  useful  one,  when  the  Government,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  and  apparently  before  any  thorough  and  practical  investi- 
gation was  made  into  the  matter,  placed  such  restrictions  on  the 
trade  as  to  prevent  the  industry  from  developing  or  flourishing 
much.  The  trawling  was  proving  to  be  an  inestimable  blessing  to 
the  community,  as  fish,  especially  flat  fish,  was  becoming  more 
plentiful  and  cheaper.  It  has,  I believe,  been  contended  that  the 
continuance  of  trawling  would  have  the  effect  of  eventually 
diminishing  the  supply  of  fish  by  depleting  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  country.  Such  an  argument  should  be, 
on  the  face  of  it,  too  absurd  to  be  seriously  entertained.  Large 
fixed  nets,  also  an  innovation  in  this  district,  have  been  laid  down 
for  the  catch  of  sardines  and  sprats  near  the  coast,  and  large 
quantities  are  caught.  With  regard  to  sardines,  a certain  trade  is 
carried  on  in  exporting  them,  sprinkled  with  salt,  to  Spain,  and 
at  first  sight  it  would  appear  that  such  a trade  might  be  done 
with  advantage  to  England.  I know,  however,  that  a small  ex- 
perimental consignment  having  been  made  to  London  last  year,  an 
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unfavourable  report  was  made  on  the  same  by  a large  firm  of  fish 
salesmen  and  importers,  who  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  im- 
portation of  Portuguese  sardines  into  England  would  never  be  a 
paying  business,  chiefly  because  they  would  not  suit  English 
taste.  The  fact  is,  nevertheless,  that  they  are  an  article  of  food 
which  appears  to  be  much  appreciated  by  residents  and  visitors 
here. 

Off  Vianna,  about  30  miles  to  the  north  of  Oporto,  a trade  has 
sprung  up  within  the  last  few  years  in  the  catch  and  sale  to  French 
vessels  of  Cray  fish.  Lobsters  are  uncommon  off  this  coast,  and 
apparently  not  so  highly  valued  by  the  French  and  Portuguese. 

The  following  are  the  figures  relating  to  this  industry  : — 


Year. 

Number  of 
Vessels 
Employed. 

Number  of 
Crayfish. 

Value. 

£ 

1889  

17 

50,937 

2,264 

1890  

30 

64,864 

2,883 

1893  

17 

36,366 

2,020 

In  the  years  1891  and  1892  the  catch  was  more  or  less  of  the 
preceding  year.  During  the  months  of  August  and  September 
fishermen,  and  in  some  cases  farmers,  are  employed  along 
the  northern  coast  in  the  catch,  from  boats,  of  very  large 
quantities  of  a small  kind  of  crab,  Portunus  puber  {cancer 
puber — Linn.)  Fr.  crabe  a laine , which  is  in  great  demand 
by  the  farmers  for  use  as  manure.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this 
manure  is  not  properly  applied,  as  it  is  left  on  the  fields  uncovered 
and  so  loses  by  evaporation  part  of  its  properties.  A factory  has 
just  been  completed  for  the  artificial  preparation  of  these  crabs 
also  for  manure ; but  it  is  too  early  to  pronounce  on  its  effects  as 
a fertilizer  in  this  form. 


Public  Works . 

By  far  the  most  important  event  in  this  respect  is  the  comple- 
tion of  the  port  of  Leixoes,  of  which  mention  has  already  been 
made.  It  is  expected  that  a considerable  development  will  take 
place  in  the  shipping  when  the  recently  concluded  treaty  with 
Spain  comes  into  operation,  whereby  goods  intended  for  Spain 
are  allowed  free  transit  through  Portugal,  and  it  is  also  anticipated 
that  large  quantities  of  goods,  especially  cereals,  will  be  sent  from 
certain  parts  of  Spain  to  Leixoes  in  preference  to  Santander  for 
exportation  abroad,  and  that  this  will  also  apply  to  some  intended 
for  Barcelona,  as  the  shorter  railway  distance  to  be  covered  would 
allow  of  an  economy  in  the  price  of  carriage,  even  taking  the 
expenses  of  transhipment  into  account.  The  distances  are  the 
following : — 

(1646) 
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Distance. 

Kiloms. 

Salamanca  to  Santander 

386 

„ Oporto. . 

335 

Difference  in  favour  of  Oporto 

51 

Salamanca  to  Barcelona 

936 

„ Oporto  . 

335 

Difference  in  favour  of  Oporto  . 

601 

The  port  is  not  yet  connected  directly  by  rail  with  the  main 
lines,  and  pending  the  carrying  into  effect  of  such  connection 
goods  will  have  to  be  carried  from  the  river-side  railway  station 
in  covered  lighters  as  is  the  case  at  present,  or  as  far  as  the 
station  of  Famalicao,  which  is  connected  with  Leixoes  by  a narrow 
gauge  line,  or  from  the  above-mentioned  river-side  station  at 
the  custom-house  along  a tram  line  which  passes  it  at  a distance 
of  a few  yards  and  runs  to  the  harbour. 

A railway  line,  mostly  underground,  is  partly  constructed 
from  the  present  station  to  another  which  it  is  intended  to  build 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  a proposal  is  at  present  before  the 
Government  for  the  completion  of  these  works  at  the  expense  of 
the  proponents  in  exchange  for  certain  concessions. 

A new  road,  which  is  called  the  “ Circumvallation  road,”  and 
which  is  being  made  partly  with  municipal  and  partly  with 
Government  funds,  is  in  the  course  of  completion.  It  embraces  an 
area  of  3,600,000  hectares  and  is  divided  in  the  middle  by  a ditch 
or  dike,  and  is  intended  to  serve  as  a boundary  to  the  city  for 
octroi  purposes.  It  is  anticipated  that  in  addition  to  being  an 
improvement  to  the  city,  it  will  be  the  cause  of  a rise  in 
municipal  duties,  and  of  a decrease  in  the  amount  expended  in 
their  collection. 


General  Remarks. 

During  the  course  of  this  year  an  action  was  decided  at  the 
Commercial  Court  of  this  city,  arising  out  of  the  present 
abnormality  in  the  exchange,  which  may  be  of  some  value  as  a 
precedent.  The  issue  was  between  the  receivers  of  a cargo  of 
sulphur  and  the  owner  of  the  vessel  which  carried  it  here.  It 
appears  that,  in  making  out  the  accounts  in  relation  to  the 
consignment  of  the  cargo,  the  firm  in  question  converted  the 
amount  of  their  disbursements  into  sterling  at  the  par  of  exchange, 
taking  no  account  of  the  premium  on  gold  which  then  obtained. 
On  a claim  being  made  by  the  shipowner  for  the  difference  in 
the  exchange,  it  was  refused  by  the  receivers,  who  alleged  that 
by  the  Law  of  Portugal  the  equivalent  of  sovereigns,  which  were 
a current  coin  in  this  country,  had  been  fixed  at  4$500  reis  per 
1/.  An  Association  of  steamship  owners  thereupon  took  the 
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matter  up  and  caused  proceedings  to  be  taken  against  the 
Portuguese  firm  with  the  result  that  they  obtained  a favourable 
verdict  for  the  shipowner,  a decision  which  was  not  appealed 
against.  The  result  was  not,  perhaps,  quite  so  satisfactory  as  it 
might  have  been,  because,  owing  to  the  practice  of  Portuguese 
Courts  of  allowing  only  a very  trifling  sum  for  the  costs  of  a 
successful  suitor,  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  received  an  amount 
considerably  under  that  which  the  defendants  had  to  pay,  the 
rest  having  been  swallowed  up  in  counsel  and  solicitors’  charges, 
court  fees,  &c.  Mention  is  made  of  this  case  because,  as  above 
stated,  it  may  possess  some  value  as  a precedent. 

Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Oporto  during 

the  Year  1892. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

52 

8,285 

279 

155,620 

331 

163,905 

Portuguese 

55 

21,794 

21 

21.314 

76 

43,108 

,,  coasting 

190 

15,700 

35 

12,702 

225 

28,402 

German  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

6 

3,743 

115 

61,245 

121 

64,988 

wegian  

12 

3.686 

52 

19,690 

64 

23,376 

French  

3 

852 

14 

5,895 

17 

6,747 

Spanish  

6 

1,370 

6 

2,865 

12 

4,235 

Danish  

1 

194 

10 

5,608 

11 

5,802 

Italian  

11 

5,478 

11 

5,478 

Russian  

5 

1,198 

" *4 

2,606 

9 

3,804 

Austrian  

3 

2,644 

3 

2,644 

Brazilian  

1 

293 

1 

293 

Greek  

American 

Belgian  

Dutch  

::: 

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

342 

62,593 

539 

290,189 

881 

352,782 

„ for  1891  ... 

378 

66,963 

560 

292,720 

938 

359,683 

„ for  1890  ... 

408 

66,789 

64  i 

308,994 

1,049 

377,783 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels 

Tons. 

British  

50 

7,286 

275 

153,236 

325 

160,522 

Portuguese 

54 

22,615 

21 

21,314 

75 

43,929 

,,  coasting 

198 

16,590 

34 

12,246 

62,801 

232 

28,836 

German  

Swedish  and  Nor- 

5 

2,529 

117 

122 

65,330 

wegian  

10 

3,059 

51 

18,935 

61 

21,994 

French  

2 

197 

14 

5,895 

16 

6,092 

Spanish  

6 

1,370 

6 

2,865 

12 

4,235 

Danish  

1 

194 

10 

5,594 

11 

5,788 

Italian  

10 

5,129 

10 

5,129 

Russian  

5 

1,198 

4 

2,606 

9 

3,804 

Austrian  

3 

2,644 

3 

2,644 

Brazilian  

1 

293 

1 

293 

Greek  

American 

Belgian  ... 

Dutch  

Other  countries  ... 

Total  

342 

60,460 

535 

288,136 

877 

348,596 

„ for  1891  ... 

385 

69,282 

575 

301,908 

960 

371,190 

,,  for  1890  ... 

402 

67,805 

629 

301,118 

1,031 

368,923 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Leixoes 
(Oporto)  during  the  Year  1892. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number 
of  Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

15 

138,228 

159 

138,228 

174 

! 141,307 

Portuguese 

16 

8,820 

22 

27,410 

38 

36,230 

„ coasting 

146 

11,013 

10 

3,293 

156 

14,306 

German  

3 

2,051 

52 

43,608 

55 

45,659 

American 

1 

668 

1 

668 

Austrian  

*'  1 

1**149 

1 

1,149 

Belgian  

5 

8,318 

5 

8,318 

Brazilian  

”*1 

293 

1 

293 

Danish  

’’*7 

3,302 

7 

3,302 

French  

*”l 

*655 

13 

22,528 

14 

23,183 

Spanish  

2 

578 

1 

46 

3 

624 

Dutch  

Italian  

“6 

3,207 

*6 

3,207 

Russian  

1 

125 

*'"l 

*668 

2 

793 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

3 

530 

12 

4,847 

15 

5,377 

Total  

195 

31,019 

283 

253,397 

478* 

284,416 

,,  for  the  year 

preaeding 

197 

26,232 

241 

230,635 

438 

256,767 

* Of  the  vessels  appearing  on  this  return  1 1 1 made  use  of  the  port  in  1892  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  in  and  discharging  passengers  and  cargo;  the  remainder  resorted  to  it  as  a harbour  of 
refuge,  or  for  the  performance  of  quarantine. 


Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

14 

2,952 

161 

139,888 

175 

142,840 

Portuguese 

16 

8,820 

22 

27,410 

38 

36,230 

,,  coasting 

145 

10,896 

10 

3,293 

155 

14,189 

German  

3 

2,051 

52 

43,608 

55 

45,659 

American  ... 

... 

Austrian  

1 

1*149 

1 

1**149 

Belgian  

5 

8,318 

5 

8,318 

Brazilian  

*1 

*293 

1 

293 

Danish  

*7 

3,302 

7 

3,302 

French  

*1 

’*655 

13 

22,528 

14 

23,183 

Spanish  

2 

578 

1 

46 

3 

624 

Dutch  

Italian  

*6 

3,207 

”*6 

3,207 

Russian  

1 

125 

1 

*668 

2 

793 

Swedish  and  Nor- 

wegian   

3 

530 

12 

4,847 

15 

5,377 

Total  

192 

30,107 

285 

255,057 

477 

285,164 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

194 

26,065 

239 

228,875 

433 

254,940 

LONDON : 

Printed  for  Her  Majesty’s  Stationery  Office, 
By  HARRISON  AND  SONS, 
Printers  in  Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty. 
(1250  10  | 93— H & S 1646) 


FOREIGN  OFFICE. 

1893. 

ANNUAL  SERIES 


N°-  1309. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  REPORTS  ON  TRADE 

AND  FINANCE. 


ITALY. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1892 

ON  THE 

TRADE  OE  THE  CONSULAR  DISTRICT  OF  NAPLES. 


REFERENCE  TO  PREVIOUS  REPORT,  Annual  Series  No.  1244. 


Issued  during  the  Recess  and  Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  HER  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE, 
BY  HARRISON  AND  SONS,  ST.  MARTIN’S  LANE, 

PRINTERS  IN  ORDINARY  TO  HER  MAJESTY. 


And  to  be  purchased,  either  directly  or  through  any  Bookseller,  from 
EYRE  & SP0TT1S WOODE,  East  Harding  Street,  Fleet  Street,  E.O.,  and 
32,  Abingdon  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.;  or 
JOHN  MENZ1ES  & Co.,  12,  Hanover  Street,  Edinburgh,  and 
90,  West  Nile  Street,  Glasgow;  or 
HODGES,  FIGGIS,  & Co.,  Limited,  104,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin. 


[C.  6855—196.] 


1893. 

Price  One  Halfpenny. 


New  Series  of  Reports 


Reports  of  the  Annual  Series  have  been  issued  from  Her  Majesty’s 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  Officers  at  the  following  places,  and  may  be 
obtained  from  the  sources  indicated  on  the  title-page  : — 


No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1189.  Resht 

Id.  ; 

1249.  Fiume 

2d. 

1190.  Batavia 

lid.  | 

1250.  Leghorn 

• • 

2|d. 

1191.  Batoum 

lid. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

# , 

5id. 

1192.  Tainan 

10.  | 

1252.  Bushire 

, # 

2d. 

1198.  Amoy 

Id. 

1253.  Naga^ki 

, . 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

. . 

4d. 

1254.  Smyrna 

, , 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna 

2d.  ! 

1255.  Yokohama  . . 

. , 

lid. 

1196.  Aiders 

..  15R 

1256.  Stockholm  .. 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

, , 

Id. 

1257.  Lisbon 

9 , 

lid. 

1198.  Rice  . . 

lid. 

1258.  Tientsin 

, # 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  . . 

. , 

, , 

lid.  | 

1259.  Port  Said 

• , 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

# , 

Id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

2id. 

1201.  Stettin 

4 id. 

1261.  Damascus  .. 

# f 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

id. 

1262.  Samoa 

, , 

id. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

2id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

# # 

2id 

1204.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1264.  Jeddah 

# , 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

, , 

, . 

2id. 

1265.  Vienna 

# , 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

, , 

lid. 

1266.  Shanghai 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1267.  Bangkok 

, # 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed 

, , 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

, ; 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1270  Ch  rbourg  . . 

# # 

Id. 

1211.  Ichang 

, , 

3id. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

• • 

id. 

1212.  Wenchow 

Id. 

j 1272.  Chiistania.. 

• . . 

5d. 

1213.  Havana 

, , 

2d. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth  . . 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1274.  New  York  .. 

3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

. . 

id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

, # 

7id 

1216.  Foochow 

Id 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

# # 

lid. 

1217.  VVuhu 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2id. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  .. 

# , 

lid. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3id. 

1219.  San  Jos6 

, , 

Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

# , 

6d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin 

# # 

2id. 

1221.  Mogador 

, , 

, # 

2id. 

1281.  Salvador 

Id. 

1222.  Berlin 

lid. 

1282.  Malaga 

• 9 

4d. 

1223.  Rome 

Id. 

1233.  Buenos  Ayres 

8id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

, # 

, # 

6id. 

1284.  Canton 

, , 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  .. 

. , 

2id. 

* 1285.  Washington 

• • 

4id. 

1226.  Madeira 

5 id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

lid. 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam.. 

Id. 

1229.  Newchwang . . 

Id. 

1289;  Manila 

. # 

2 id. 

1-30  Chungking  . . 

lid. 

1290.  Bahia 

Id. 

1231  Hankow 

Id. 

1291.  Munich 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

2d. 

1292  Trieste 

. . 

lid. 

1 233.  Chicago 

3d. 

1293.  Tunis 

# # 

4d. 

1234.  Taganrog 

, , 

2^d. 

1294.  Montevideo.. 

, , 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

Id. 

1295.  Belgrade 

• • 

2d. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe 

, , 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

3d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

Id. 

1298.  Rome 

2*d. 

1239.  Maliid  .. 

id. 

1299  Dn.tzig 

# , 

7d. 

1240  Port-a  i Prince 

2d. 

! 3 *0.  Sofia  . 

, , 

21d. 

1241.  Frankfort 

# , 

3d. 

1301.  Mexico 

lid. 

1242.  Erzeroum 

Id. 

1302.  Paris 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo  .. 

3 id. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1244.  Naples 

, , 

Id. 

13U4.  Tangier 

2id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast 

id. 

1246.  Madrid 

Id. 

>306.  Porto  Rico  . . 

. , 

Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg . . 

. , 

. , 

2d. 

1307.  Paramaribo.. 

• « 

Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

•• 

•• 

2id. 

1308.  Oporto 

•• 

lid. 

No.  1309 


Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Series  No.  1244. 


ITALY. 
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Consul  Hartwell  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Naples , October  10,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
Supplementary  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  this 
Consular  District  for  the  year  1892,  together  with  Reports 
received  for  the  same  year  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parlender  on 
the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Barletta  and  from  Mr.  Vice-Consul 
Kerrich  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Reggio  (Calabria). 

1 am,  &c. 

(Signed)  E.  H.  B.  HARTWELL. 


Supplementary  Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular 
District  of  Naples  for  the  Year  1892. 
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ITALY. 


Imports  and  Exports , 

The  total  value  of  imports  in  the  year  1892  amounted  to 
4,537,198/.,  showing  a decrease  of  2,021,403/.  against  the  previous 
year,  this  difference  arises  from  an  importation  of  precious  metals 
of  about  that  value  in  1891  and  its  omission  in  the  following 
year.  The  exports  were  of  the  total  value  of  1,573,541/.,  showing 
an  increase  of  422,277/.  against  the  previous  year;  the  increase  in 
the  exportation  of  wine,  hemp  and  flax,  and  also  276,000/.  of 
silver  coins,  sent  to  Fiance,  account  for  the  difference. 

Particulars  are  given  in  the  annexed  Tables. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Naples 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine,  oil,  and  spirits  

Gallons  ... 

3,342,684 

f 

248,321 

2,110,438 

£ 

212,799 

Drugs,  colonials  and  tobacco  ... 

Tons 

2,263 

173,467 

3,361 

195,944 

Chemicals,  medicine,  and  per-  j 
fumery  | 

5,578 

97,135 

4,605 

96,273 

Colours  and  dyes ! 

4,649 

92,127 

1,276 

43,847 

Hemp,  flax,  and  manufactures  of 

950 

56,455 

779 

59,531 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of 

5,993 

436,134 

4,425 

399,960 

Wool,  hair,  and  manufactures  of 

• 768 

2.2,592 

780 

1 289,229 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

... 

46 

111,655 

30 

97,571 

Timber  and  straw  ... 

,, 

18,363 

69,358 

23,272 

*588,916 

Paper  and  books 

880 

32,958 

1,060 

37,531 

Curriery  

3,702 

283,849 

2,110 

217,752 

Metals  

19,862 

442,516 

22,864 

471,821 

Stones,  earthenware,  and  glass  ... 

,, 

288,392 

324,567 

418,287 

478,838 

Cereals  

178,793 

1,493,862 

61,037 

857,394 

Live  animals  and  animal  produce 

... 

15,501 

335,923 

7,451 

230,518 

Sundries  

1»  ••• 

170 

65,055 

167 

57,084 

Precious  metals  and  specie 

„ 

1,224 

h 

2,223,593 

Total  

... 

545,910 

4,537,198 

551,504£ 

6,558,601 

* The  discrepancy  between  weight  and  value  is  due  to  a clerical  error,  calculating  the  value 
given  on  kilos,  instead  of  tons. 
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Annex  B.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Naples  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Wine,  oil,  and  spirits  

Gallons 

3,878,512 

£ 

194,816 

1,876,370 

£ 

141,771 

5,959 

Drusrs,  colonials,  and  tobacco  ... 

Tons 

720 

57,867 

69 

Chemicals,  medicine,  and  per- 
fumery   

5,555 

205,464 

4,590 

203,325 

Colours  and  dyes 

43 

9,622 

28 

6,376 

Hemp,  flax,  and  manu- 
factures of  

8,379 

294,910 

5,219 

188,935 

Cotton,  and  manufactures  of  ... 

19 

3,174 

163 

8,997  • 

Wool,  hair,  and  manufactures  of 
Silk,  and  manufactures  of 

253 

33,401 

311 

33,842 

n 

17 

2,260 

1 2*0 

4.475 

Timber  and  straw 

3,436S  ° 

16,207 

5,320 

24,868 

Paper  and  books 

9f 

2,103 

31,939 

2,582 

41,316 

Curriery  

248 

61,370 

1,530 

101  724 

Metals  

65 

14,255 

193 

29,979 

Stone,  earthenware,  and  glass  ... 

8,731 

13,851 

3,291 

7.168 

Ceieals  

. f 

6,259 

124,766 

10,124 

114,473 

Live  animals  and  animal  pro- 
duce   

76 

217,868 

397 

224,114 

Sundries  

n 

14 

15,771 

229 

13,932 

Precious  metals  and  specie 

M 

m°o 

276,000 

Total  

35,936^ 

1,573,541 

34,047^ 

1,151,264 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported 
from  and  Imported  to  .Naples  from  and  to  Foreign  Countries 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

'"""-Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

218,337 

£ 

276,009 

£ 

1,258,982 

£ 

1,521,202 

— Erance  . . 

679,327 

323,086 

501,248 

2,596,851 

""-United  States  of  America 

214,595 

237,177 

360,467 

450,847 

South  America . . 

136,249 

53,215 

80,240 

71,208 

Egypt  . . 

70,620 

42,715 

31,374 

72,141 

Belgium 

45,713 

41,784 

104,460 

54,331 

"""Austria  . . 
'"""Germany 

70,743 

31,8U0 

193,553 

510,062 

50,854 

63,250 

368,149 

321,756 

Africa  . . 

20,724 

21,985 

15,520 

32,216 

Turkey  . . 

18,399 

23,258 

100,196 

338,446 

Spain  . . 

18,853 

5,165 

25,479 

10,524 

'''"•Holland. . 

6,838 

20,244 

68,304 

76,2*29  ‘ 

Greece  . . 

8,184 

8,986 

4,928 

53,741 

Swiizerland 

4,383 

1,267 

62,319 

69,300 

’‘"HRus.sia  . . 

1,660 

1,532 

1,249,490 

87,188 

Koumania 

2,508 

14,470 

239,524 

Sweden  and  Norway 

104 

559 

82,757 

39,858 

Other  countries 

5,450 

9,232 

12,262 

23,177 

-Total 

1,573,541 

1,161,264 

4,537,198 

6,558,601 
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Imports. 

Exports. 

Wine  trade. 

Agriculture. 
Public  works. 

Shipping. 


Barletta. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Parlender  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  total  imports  (luring  the  year  1892  were  25,670  tons, 
value  79,224/,  consisting  chiefly  of  wood,  coals,  flour,  and  wine 
casks,  while  the  exports  amounted  to  57,092  tons,  value  451.420/., 
consisting  of  wine,  spirits,  and  tartaric  acid.  The  total  amount 
of  imports  of  the  previous  year  was  16,319  tons,  value  32,348/., 
showing  an  increase  of  9,351  tons,  value  46,876/.,  while  the 
exports  increased  30,788  tons,  value  135,148/.,  owing  chiefly  to 
the  new  commercial  treaties  entered  into  with  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, and  Austria-Hungary,  which  greatly  favoured  the  exporta- 
tion of  Italian  wines. 

Great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  twro  years  in 
the  preparation  of  wine  for  foreign  markets.  The  inferior 
qualities  are  now  turned  into  brandies.  White  wines  especially 
have  been  made ; their  production  was  formerly  wholly  unknown 
in  this  district. 

The  crops  of  the  most  important  articles,  such  as  wine,  beans, 
wheat,  olive  oil,  and  almonds,  have  been  rather  below  the 
average. 

The  works  for  the  construction  of  a railway  line  from  Barletta 
to  Spinazzola  have  been  commenced,  and  it  is  expected  to  have 
the  line  opened  in  the  year  1895.  This  line  will  bring  the  port 
of  Barletta  in  direct  communication  with  the  province  of 
Basilicata. 

Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Barletta  during  the 

Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Nationality. 

Tons. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

British  . . 

31 

39,594 

Italian  . . 

529 

338 

241,068 

Austrian..  ..  ..  .. 

18 

53 

31,736 

Other  countries 

4 

30 

18,954 

Total 

551 

452 

331,352 

„ in  1891  . . 

559 

335 

282,108 

NAPLES. 
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Cleared, 


Number  of  Vessels. 

Nationality. 

Tons. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

British  . . 

.. 

31 

39,594 

Italian  .. 

523 

336 

237,776 

Austrian. . 

17 

63 

31,572 

Other  countries 

4 

30 

. 18,954 

Total 

544 

450 

327,896 

„ in  1891  . . 

553 

335 

281,461 

The  statistics  of  the  municipality  give  the  number  of  population, 
inhabitants  on  December  31,  1892,  as  41,248,  against  40,578  in 
1891,  showing  an  increase  of  670. 


1892. 

1891. 

Number. 

Number. 

Births  

1,746 

1,652 

Deaths 

978 

918 

Marriages  . . 

282 

283 

Reggio  (Calabria). 


Mr.  Vice-Consul  Kerrich  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries  of  this  Vice-Consular  Foreiirn 
district  was  11,000  tons,  valued  at  420,000/.,  for  the  exports,  exports  and 
and  of  11,667  tons,  valued  at  40,000/.,  for  the  imports,  showing  an  imports, 
increase  of  about  99,000/.  as  compared  with  1891. 

The  direct  or  foreign  trade  of  this  district  is  more  important 
than  shown  by  the  foregoing  figures;  but- owing  to  the  port  not 
being  large  enough  to  admit  steamers  of  large  tonnage,  the  greater 
part  of  the  foreign  exports  and  imports  go  by  way  of  Messina. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  all  nations  that  entered  the  shipping  and 
port  of  Reggio  in  the  year  1S92  was  1,254,  measuring  342,055  navigation, 
registered  tonnage.  The  number  of  British  vessels  that  entered 
the  port  of  Reggio  in  the  year  1892  was  4,  measuring  4,026  net 
regi>tered  tons 


This,  one  of  the  principal  industries  of  this  district,  has  given  gijk  deling 
in  the  year  1892  very  satisfactory  results:  the  owners  of  the  silk 
reeling  factory  having  nearly  doubled  the  capital  invested. 

The  works  of  enlargement  of  the  port  will,  it  is  stated,  be  fjar})0ur 
commenced  towards  the  beginning  of  November,  1893.  accommoda- 

1 he  prolongation  of  the  Via  Marina,  which,  when  finished,  will  tion. 
greatly  shorten  the  distance  between  the  port  and  the  town,  is  Public  works, 
progressing  satisfactorily. 
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ITALY. 


General 

remarks. 


A new  railway  station  is  being  constructed  on  the  north  side 
of  the  town,  on  the  Reggio  Eboli  line  in  place  of  the  temporary 
one. 

This  district,  which  nature  has  favoured  with  all  its  blessings, 
offers,  in  my  opinion,  several  openings  to  foreign  capitalists. 

Many  and  profitable  industries  might  be  established  with  great 
financial  success,  and  that  at  a comparatively  short  distance  from 
their  mother  country ; land  could  be  bought  on  easier  and  more 
remunerative  terms  than  in  the  far  regions  of  California  or  other 
parts  of  the  United  States. 
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1253. 

Nagasaki 

( • 

9 • 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy  . , 

..  Id. 

1254. 

Smyrna 

• * 

. . 

Id. 

1191.  Zanzibar 

. . 4d. 

1255. 

Yokohama  . . 

• « 

lid. 

1195.  Corunna 

..  2d. 

1256. 

Stockholm  . . 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 15£d. 

1257. 

Lisbon 

, # 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

. . Id. 

1258. 

Tientsin 

Id. 

1198.  Nice  . . 

• • 

..  lfd. 

1259. 

Port  Said  . . 

# # 

Id. 

1 199.  Kiungchow  . . 

e • 

..  lid. 

1260. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

# , 

2id. 

] 200.  Aleppo  . „ 

. . Id. 

1261, 

Damascus  . . 

, # 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

..  4id. 

1262. 

Samoa 

, , 

id. 

1202.  Swatow 

..  Id. 

1263. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

2£d. 

1203.  Charleston 

..  2id. 

1264. 

Jeddah  . . 

• • 

# , 

Id. 

1201.  Syra.. 

..  Id. 

1265. 

Vienna 

• • 

# , 

3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

..  2id. 

1266. 

Shanghai 

• • 

, , 

3d. 

1206,  Suakin  . . 

..  lid. 

1267. 

Bangkok 

. C 

lid. 

1207.  Caracas 

..  Id. 

1268. 

Meshed 

# # 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

. . Id. 

1269. 

Cadiz 

, 4 

2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

. . Id. 

1270. 

Cherbourg  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti 

. . 2d. 

1271. 

Erzeroum  . . 

, , 

id. 

3211.  Ichang 

..  3gd. 

1272. 

Christiania  . . 

, , 

5d. 

1212.  Wenchow  .. 

. . Id. 

1273. 

Buda-Pesth. . 

, , 

id. 

1213.  Havana  c. 

..  2d. 

1274. 

New  York  . . 

# , 

3d. 

1211.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1275. 

St.  Petersburg 

, , 

7id. 

1215.  Old  Calabar. . 

..  id. 

1276. 

Alexandria  • . 

l£d. 

1216.  Foochow 

Id. 

1277. 

Tokio 

# , 

2£d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

. . Id. 

1278. 

Bilbao 

3id. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  . . 

j # 

..  lid. 

1279. 

Beyrout 

# # 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

• • 

. . Id. 

1280. 

Pekin 

2id. 

1220.  Antwerp 

• • 

. . Id. 

1281. 

Salvador 

, , 

Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

2id. 

1282. 

Malaga 

, , 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin 

..  lid. 

1283. 

Buenos  Ayres 

, , 

8id. 

1223.  Rome 

• • 

. . Id. 

1284. 

Canton 

Id. 

1221.  Constantinople 

c • 

..  6id. 

1285. 

Washington. . 

# # 

4id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

t • 

..  2id. 

1286. 

Warsaw 

, # 

id. 

1226.  Madeira 

..  5id. 

1287. 

Pekin 

, , 

id. 

1227.  Soul.. 

..  lid. 

1288. 

A msterdam . . 

# , 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

. . Id. 

1289. 

Manila 

, # 

2id. 

1229.  Newchwang, . 

..  Id. 

1290. 

Bahia 

c . 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking  .. 

..  lid. 

1291. 

Munich 

, # 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

. . Id. 

1292. 

Trieste 

, # 

lid. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1293. 

Tunis  . . 

, # 

4d. 

1233.  Chicago 

> . . 3d. 

1294. 

Montevideo. . 

# , 

lid. 

1231.  Taganrog  . . 

..  2id. 

1295. 

Belgrade 

. , 

2d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1296, 

Teneriffe 

, , 

Id. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

..  Id. 

1297. 

Stettin 

3d. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

..  Id. 

1298. 

Rome 

2£d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1299. 

Dantzig 

# # 

7d. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id’ 

1300. 

Sofia 

2£d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

. . 2d. 

1301. 

Mexico 

l£d. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

..  3d. 

1302. 

Paris. . 

, # 

Id. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

..  Id. 

1303. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1243.  Palermo 

..  3£d. 

1304. 

Tangier  , . 

2£d. 

1244.  Naples 

..  Id. 

1305. 

Somali  Coast 

id. 

1245.  Guatemala  . . 

..  Id. 

1306. 

Porto  Rico  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1216.  Madrid  . , 

..  Id. 

1307. 

Paramaribo . . 

Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg 

. . 2d. 

1308. 

Oporto 

l£d. 

1248.  Brindisi 

..  2£d. 

1309. 

Naples  , • 

• • 

id. 
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SALONICA. 

Consul-General  Blunt  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Salonica , September  30,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  enclosed  my  Report 
on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Salonica  for  the  years  1891-92, 
together  with  Reports  by  the  British  Vice-Consuls  at  Cavalla, 
Monastir,  and  Prevesa,  and  Consular- Agent  at  Janina. 

In  my  Report  I refer  to  the  extension  of  railway  communica- 
tion in  Macedonia,  and  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Shipley’s  Report  contains 
some  interesting  observations  on  the  probable  effect  on  Trade  of 
the  opening  next  year  of  the  Salonica-Monastir  Railway. 

I regret  that  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  and  the  limited 
staff  at  this  Consulate- General,  Mr.  Consular-Assistant  Monahan 
having  been  absent  as  Acting  British  Vice-Consul  at  Tripoli 
during  9 months  of  the  year  1 892,  I was  unable  to  send  a 
separate  Report  for  1891,  and  that  I have  been  prevented  from 
completing  the  enclosed  Report  sooner  by  the  frequent  visits  of 
Her  Majesty’s  Mediterranean  Squadron,  and  by  the  additional 
duties  thrown  upon  me  as  Acting  Bslgian  Consul-General,  not 
to  mention  the  difficulty  always  experienced  in  obtaining  any 
accurate  statistical  information  in  this  place. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  E.  BLUNT. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Salonica  for  the  Years  1891-  92. 
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Abstract  of  Contents — continued. 
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Shipping  and  Navigation. 

General  The  total  number  of  merchant  sailing  vessels  of  all  nationalities 

shipping.  that  entered  the  port  of  Salonica  in  1892  (vide  Annex  A)  was 
3,876,  of  83,155  tons,  andof  steam  vessels  \ 90,  of  859,998  tons, 
making  together  4,666  vessels,  of  943,153  tons.  These  figures, 
compared  with  those  of  1891,  show  a decrease  of  330  sailing 
vessels,  of  6,198  tons,  and  an  increase  of  39  steam  vessels,  of 
77,883  tons,  or  together  a decrease  of  291  vessels,  and  an  increase 
of  71,685  tons  (Annex  B).  The  increase  in  steam  tonnage  is  in 
a great  measure  due  to  German,  Greek,  and  Russian  steam 
navigation  companies  having  established  regular  services  to  this 
port. 

British  121  British  steamers  of  217,451  tons  entered  this  port  in 

shipping.  1892,  showing,  as  compared  with  1891,  a decrease  of  26  vessels, 
but  an  increase  of  24,451  tons. 

The  falling-off  in  the  number  of  steamers  was  due  to  the 
British  coasting  company,  Joly  Victoria,  having  suspended  their 
steam  service  to  this  port. 

Direct  or  57  British  steamers  of  99,420  tons,  fully  or  partially  laden, 

carrying  trade  entered  during  1892,  or  2 steamers  and  341  tons  less  than  in 
in  British 
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1891.  Of  these  steamers  40,  of  72,759  tons,  brought  general  vessels  from 
cargo;  14,  of  21,161  tons,  coal,  and  3,  of  5,500  tons,  rice,  while  and  to  Great 
in  the  year  preceding  46,  of  77,728  tons,  brought  general  cargo,  and 

10,  of  16,110  tons,  coal,  and  3,  of  5,923  tons,  rice.  colonies. 

30  steamers  of  55,545  tons  cleared  with  cargoes,  or  12  of 
16,860  tons  less  than  in  1891.  A large  proportion  of  these 
cargoes,  consisting  chiefly  of  cereals,  went  to  Malta  or  Gibraltar 
for  orders. 

37  British  steam  vessels  of  68,760  tons  entered  with  cargoes,  Indirect  or 
as  against  52  of  33,843  tons  in  1891,  chiefly  from  Turkish,  f^^and^o^6 
Belgian,  and  Russian  ports.  The  clearances  with  cargoes  show  a other 
decrease  of  43  vessels  and  13,321  tons,  as  compared  with  1891.  countries. 

42  vessels  of  75,262  tons  cleared  with  cargoes  for  Turkish,  7 
of  13,057  tons  for  German,  and  1 of  1,3 14  tons  for  Italian 
ports,  as  against  93  of  102,741  tons  for  Turkish,  and  1 of  2,500 
tons  for  French  ports  in  1891. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  Ottoman, 
sailing  vessels,  but  an  increase  in  steamers  of  13  vessels  and  7,691 
tons.  The  Kourdji  Steam  Navigation  Company  has  organised 
and  keeps  up  a direct  service  between  Constantinople  and 
Salonica,  and  its  steamers  now  perform  the  voyage  in  32  hours 
from  port  to  port. 

Shows  a decrease  in  sailers  of  2 vessels  and  1,203  tons,  but  Austrian, 
an  increase  in  steamers  of  13  vessels  and  7,691  tons. 

Both  show  a decrease,  the  Danish  of  1 steamer  and  1,328  Danish  and 
tons,  and  the  Dutch  of  4 steamers  and  2,805  tons.  utc  ' 

The  numbers  and  tonnage  under  the  French  flag  show  a French, 
decrease  of  23  steamers  and  22,354  tons.  This  decrease  was 
chiefly  a consequence  of  the  cholera  in  France,  and  the  rigid 
quarantine  enforced  in  Turkey  against  arrivals  from  there. 

The  low  through  railway  and  maritime  freights  established  German, 
last  year  between  Germany  and  the  Levant  ports  have  given 
an  impulse  to  German  shipping  at  Salonica.  Before  1890, 

German  steamers  very  rarely  called  at  this  port.  In  that  year, 
however,  17  steamers  of  18,716  tons  arrived  here  with  cargoes 
chiefly  from  Hamburg. 

In  1891  the  arrivals  increased  to  31  steamers  of  37,136 
tons,  and  in  1892  to  38  steamers  of  45,621  tons. 

German  steamers  now  call  here  regularly,  bringing  German, 

Belgian,  and  Austrian  goods,  and  shipping  cargoes,  chiefly  of 
cereals,  chrome  ore,  skins,  and  poppy  seed,  at  low  freights  for 
Antwerp  and  Hamburg. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  and  tonnage  of  sailers,  Greek, 
amounting  to  32  vessels  and  4,218  tons,  but  an  increase  in 
steamers  of  8 vessels  and  6,243  tons. 

Shows  a decrease  in  sailers  of  5 vessels  and  1,587  tons,  also  Italian, 
a decrease  in  steam  tonnage  of  4,424  tons,  although  the  same 
number  of  steamers  entered  as  in  1891. 

The  number  of  Norwegian  steamers  trading  to  Salonica  in-  Norwegian, 
creased  from  2 of  1,491  tons  in  1891  to  6 of  7,560  tons  in  1892. 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers  under  this  flag  show  an  Russian. 
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Progress  of 
British  and 
foreign  steam 
shipping. 


Carrying  trade 
in  British  and 
foreign 
steamers. 


Ordinary 
disbursements 
for  unloading 
or  loading 
steam  vessels, 
and  port  dues. 


increase  over  1891  of  21  vessels  and  28,971  tons.  The  steamers 
of  the  Russian  Navigation  Company  now  call  regularly  twice  a 
month  at  Salonica  on  their  outward  and  homeward  voyages 
between  Odessa.  Constantinople,  Mount  Athos,  Piraeus,  and 
Alexandria,  and  are  gradually  extending  their  operations  in  the 
Levant,  especially  in  the  passenger  traffic,  consisting  chiefly  of 
Russian  monks  and  pilgrims  to  and  from  Mount  Athos. 

The  following  condensed  table  of  Annex  C.  shows  a very 
considerable  progress  in  British  and  foreign  steam  shipping  at 
this  port  during  the  last  10  years,  caused  chiefly  by  the  impulse 
which  the  Salonica-Uscub  Railway  and  its  junction  with  the 
Servian  system  have  given  to  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
Macedonia,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  progress  will  be 
maintained  owing  to  the  railway  extensions  under  construction 
in  this  province. 


Statement  of  Steam  Shipping  at  Salonica  in  1892  as 
compared  with  1883. 


Nationality. 

Steam  Tonnage. 

Increase  in 
1892. 

1892. 

1883. 

British* 

Foreign 

217,451 

725,702 

132,785 

358,368 

84,666 

367,334 

Total  . . . . . . 

943,153 

491,153 

452,000 

* I can  only  give  this  gross  registered  tonnage,  as  most  of  the  British  steamers 
trading  to  this  port  have  no  occasion  to  deposit  their  agreements  at  Her  Majesty’s 
Consulate- General,  and  I have  to  compile  my  returns  from  data  furnished  by  the 
shipping  agents  who  generally  give  the  gross  tonnage. 


Annexes  D and  E show  that  110,762  tons  of  goods  were 
imported  and  154,755  tons  were  exported  in  steam  vessels  in 
1892,  or  an  increase  of  21,254  tons  in  imports  and  of  7,502  tons 
in  exports  as  compared  with  1891. 

Of  the  total  imports  in  1892,  51  per  cent.,  and  of  the  exports 
41  per  cent,  were  carried  in  British  vessels. 

Inquiries  having  occasionally  been  made  at  this  Consulate- 
General  by  owners  and  masters  of  British  vessels  with  regard  to 
heavy  charges  made  by  certain  shipping  agents  and  brokers  for 
unloading  and  loading  steamers  and  for  ships’  supplies  at  this 
port,  I have  prepared  a statement  (Annex  .F)  on  the  subject, 
also  a table  (Annex  G)  showing  the  port  dues  levied  at  Salonica. 

The  rates  for  unloading  or  for  loading  and  trimming  cargoes 
vary  from  3 \d.  to  6d.  per  ton,  according  to  the  amount  of 
business  in  the  port ; and  the  agents’  commission  for  transacting 
a ship’s  business  from  3/.  to  51. 
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The  labourers  employed  in  the  above  operations  are  mostly  Labourers. 
Jews.  They  are  plentiful,  fairly  cheap,  and  work  well  and 
quickly. 

Open  lighters  are  used,  consequently  the  goods  occasionally  Lighterage 
are  damaged  through  rain  or  bad  weather.  These  lighters, 
made  at  Salonica  at  a cost  of  about  4 51.  with  a capacity 
of  25  tons  to  30  tons  each,  are  owned  and  worked  principally 
by  Jews. 

The  trade  at  this  port  also  suffers  serious  inconvenience  and  Absence  of 
injury  from  the  absence  of  efficient  and  proper  appliances  for  {aciJlties  fo5’ 
landing  or  clearing  goods  at  the  custom-house.  It  frequently  ioading  goods, 
happens  that  loaded  lighters  in  waiting  their  turn  to  be  dis-  and  inaction 
charged  have  to  lie  at  anchor  during  the  night  and  are  exposed  ^^matter 
to  bad  weather,  especially  in  the  winter  months,  with  the  result 
of  loss  to  the  consignees  or  the  Marine  Insurance  Companies. 

This  state  of  things  accounts  for . the  complaints  made  by  the 
merchants  of  Belgrade  as  to  the  damaged  condition  of  the  goods 
forwarded  to  them  by  the  Salonica  route. 

The  Ottoman  Government  has  on  more  than  one  occasion 
promised  Her  Majesty’s  Ambassador  that  it  would  attend  to  the 
necessities  of  the  port,  but  so  far  no  steps  have  been  taken 
to  my  knowledge  to  afford  any  of  the  facilities  most  urgently 
needed  at  present,  not  even  to  restore  the  three  old  landing 
stages  which  were  partially  destroyed  by  a storm  four  or  five 
years  ago. 

This  apparent  inaction  may  be  due  to  the  pending  negotiations  Proposed 
of  the  Ministry  of  the  Sultan’s  Civil  List  with  a French  engineer  construction 
(M.  Dufour),  representing  a Syndicate  in  France,  for  the  con-  commercial 
struction  of  a commercial  harbour  at  Salonica,  the  concession  for  harbour  at 
which  is  held  by  the  above  Department.  Salonica. 

The  form  of  contract,  with  the  details  of  the  proposed 
works  and  of  the  tariff  of  dues  to  be  levied  on  shipping  and  goods, 
having  been  forwarded  to  the  Governor-General  of  Salonica  for 
his  views  on  the  subject,  his  Excellency  requested  the  Salonica 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  have  these  papers  examined  and 
reported  upon  by  a Commission  composed  of  the  leading 
merchants  in  the  place.  According  to  the  proposed  contract  or 
convention  the  cost  of  the  works  is  estimated  at  6,000,000  fr. ; 
and  the  tariff  of  dues  is  more  or  less  similar  to  the  one  in  force  at 
Smyrna,  and  does  not  contain  any  thing  differential  against  British 
trade. 

I may  mention  with  respect  to  this  proposed  harbour  that  an 
experienced  English  engineer,  who  has  visited  and  examined 
this  port,  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  soundness  of  the 
scheme. 


Exports. 

The  prohibition  against  the  exportation  of  rye,  oats,  barley,  Cereals, 
and  wheat  from  Russia,  and  the  failure  of  the  crops  in  some  of 


6 


TURKEY 


Wheat,  barley, 
and  maize. 


Eye,  oats,  and 
millet. 


Flour  and 
bran. 

Grain  exports 
from  Servia. 


the  other  corn-producing  countries  developed  an  active  and 
remunerative  grain  trade  at  this  port  in  the  two  years  under 
review ; and  as  the  yield  of  the  principal  crops  in  Macedonia  was 
above  the  average  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  orders  for 
foreign  markets  were  promptly  executed. 

Annex  H.  is  a return  of  the  shipments  of  grain,  flour, 
and  bran  in  British  and  foreign  steamers  during  1892  as 
compared  witli  1891.  By  far  the  largest  proportion  of  these 
shipments,  as  is  shown  in  the  table  below,  was  made  in  British 
steamers,  most  of  which  cleared  with  full  cargoes  direct  for  Malta 
or  Gibraltar  for  orders. 


Return  of  Grain  Shipments  during  the  Year  1892. 


Nationality. 

Per  Cent,  of 
Total. 

British 

44-50 

German  . . . . , . 

9-00 

French..  •. 

13-00 

Greek  . . 

7*50 

Italian. . 

13-75 

Other  nationalities  . . 

12-25 

The  quantities  of  grain,  flour,  and  bran  exported  in  1892 
amounted  to  2,630,329  cwts.,  against  2,703,380  cwts.  in  1891. 
The  average  prices  of  the  several  descriptions  are  given  in 
Annex  H. 

Most  of  the  shipments  of  wheat  were  for  France  and  Italy, 
and  those  of  barley  and  maize  for  Great  Britain  and  Continental 
ports. 

Rye  was  chiefly  exported  to  Germany,  and  oats  to  Great 
Britain.  Before  the  Russian  prohibition  the  oats  of  Macedonia 
were  almost  exclusively  exported  to  France. 

Millet  was  not  so  largely  sown  as  in  former  years,  and  conse- 
quently a small  quantity  was  exported,  chiefly  to  France  and 
Italy. 

Most  of  the  export  of  flour  was  to  Bengazi,  Crete,  and 
Tripoli.  The  bran  was  shipped  for  England,  France,  and 
Germany. 

Although  most  of  the  grain  exported  from  Salonica  was  pro- 
duced in  Macedonia,  a considerable  quantity  came  down  from 
Servia  in  transit  for  the  United  Kingdom  and  Continental  ports. 

Before  the  junction  of  the  Turkish  and  Servian  railways  at 
Vranja,  in  1888,  very  little  grain  was  exported  from  Servia,  and 
most  of  the  Servian  products  took  the  Fiume  or  the  Danube 
route. 

Even  in  the  two  years  after  this  junction  was  completed  no 
grain  was  sent  down  to  Salonica  owing  to  the  high  rates  charged 
on  both  railways,  and  it  was  only  in  1890,  when  these  rates 
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were  reduced,  that  the  Servian  export  trade  by  the  Salonica 
route  began  to  assume  some  importance. 

The  crop  of  1892  was  superior  in  quantity  and  in  quality  Cocoon?, 
to  that  of  1891. 

Exports  amounted  to  about  8,900  cwts.  in  the  former,  against 
6,100  cwts.  in  the  latter  year. 

Average  price  in  1892,  4s.  9 d.  per  1 lb.  f.o.b, 

Macedonia  is  supplied  with  foreign  eggs,  particularly  French, 
with  the  Gamier  and  Fabre  marks.  In  1892,  59,453  boxes, 
containing  If  oz.  to  6§  oz.  each,  were  imported  from  France. 
Nevertheless,  Messrs.  Allatini  Brothers  have  for  the  last  two  years 
carried  on  a factory  of  native  eggs,  under  the  direction  of  an 
Italian,  which  seems  to  promise  well. 

As  the  silk  farmers  in  Macedonia  have  been  encouraged  by  Progress  of 
the  disappearance  of  the  disease  which  in  former  years  attacked  sericulture  in 
the  worms,  as  well  as  by  the  facilities  rendered  by  the  Council  ^^facifiSes 
of  the  Ottoman  Public  Debt,  which  administers  the  silk  tax,  to  rendered  to 
invest  more  capital  in  sericulture,  the  production  of  cocoons  and  silk  farmers 
concurrently  the  revenue  derived  from  the  tax  have  considerably  of  j^Counci1 
increased  during  the  last  four  years.  For  instance,  the  silk  tax  ottoman 
of  the  district  of  Salonica  for  the  year  1888,  before  it  was  Public 
assigned  to  the  above  Council,  barely  fetched  9,000/.,  whereas  Debt- 
in  1889  it  yielded  11,000/. ; in  1890, 14,000/. ; in  1891, 12,300/. ; 
and  in  1892,  20,000/.  The  estimated  yield  of  this  tax  for  the 
present  year  is  23,000 /. 

The  agents  of  the  Ottoman  Public  Debt  at  Salonica  are 
doing  their  best  to  foster  this  important  industry,  whether  by  ,,- 
granting  all  possible  facilities  to  those  engaged  in  it  or  by  ex-  plantations, 
tending  and  improving  the  culture  of  the  mulberry  tree.  extension  of. 

In  1891  they  distributed  to  the  farmers  5,000  plants,  and  in 
1892,  24.000  plants,  which  they  imported  from  Brussa,  and 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Ottoman  Government  they  exempt  from 
fiscal  charges  all  new  mulberry  plantations  during  a period  of 
three  years. 

Somewhat  similar  facilities  and  improvements  have  also  been  Improve- 
introduced  by  the  Public  Debt  with  like  results  into  the  adminis-  Pent® 
tration  of  the  other  taxes  which  are  entrusted  to  it,  more  th^ Council^ 
particularly  of  those  affecting  viticulture.  In  proof  of  this,  I the  Ottoman 
need  only  point  out  the  progressiveness  of  the  revenue  derived  pubIic  Debt 
from  the  wine  and  spirit  tax.  Under  the  old  system  the  amount  administra- 
collected  from  this  tax  by  the  provincial  authorities  averaged  tion  of  other 
about  13,000/.  per  annum,  whereas  under  the  administration  of  tax.es 
the  Public  Debt,  since  1880-81,  the  amount  annually  increased, 
and  produced  in  1892  about  53,000/.  revenue  from 

The  equitable  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  Council  ofwinean<l 
the  Ottoman  Public  Debt  administers  the  revenues  assigned  to  ^x'  • 
it,  and  the  changes  and  improvements  it  has  effected"  in  the  tration  ^ the 
system  of  their  collection  have  relieved  Macedonia  of  some  of  Public  Debt, 
the  crying  abuses  which  were  practised  by  the  farmers  of  the  Organisation 
taxes,  and  the  hope  is  now  generally  entertained  by  the  in-  manage^nt 
habitants,  by  the  agricultural  classes  in  particular,  that  the  of  its  service 

at  Salonica. 
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Ottoman  Government  will  be  induced,  by  the  experience  and 
advantages  it  has  gained  from  this  good  management,  to  entrust 
this  Council  with  the  administration  and  collection  of  the  tithes 
of  cereals,  which  form  by  far  the  most  important  source  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  this  province. 

[ should  also  add  that  great  credit  is  [due  to  the  chief  agents 
of  the  Public  Debt  at  Salonica,  namely,  Riza  Bey,  a Turk,  the 
Director-General,  and  Mr.  Oscar  Edwards,  a British  subject, 
the  chief  Comptroller,  for  the  careful  and  intelligent  manner  in 
which  they  have  organised  and  direct  the  service  under  their 
management.  Their  jurisdiction  extends  over  the  Vilayets 
{provincial  administrations)  of  Salonica  and  Cossova,  and  the 
Sandjack  of  Gumuldjina,  which  is  in  the  Vilayet  of  .Adrianople ; 
and  the  personnel  under  their  orders  comprises  12  mudirs 
(directors),  46  meimours  (sub-directors),  101  clerks,  and  96 
guards,  in  all  255  officials,  of  whom  246  are  Ottoman  Mussul- 
mans, 6 Ottoman  Christians  (4  Greeks  and  2 Bulgarians),  and  3 
Europeans. 

The  yield  of  the  crops  in  1891  and  1892  proved  abundant  and 
of  superior  quality.  Most  of  this  product  is  consumed  in  local 
factories,  and  only  about  4,720  cwts.  were  exported  in  1892, 
against  4,330  cwts.  in  the  previous  year,  chiefly  to  Italy  and 
France,  at  prices  ranging  from  11.  11s.  6d.  to  lZ.  14s.  Qd.  per 
1 cwt.  f.o.b. 

An  average  yield  in  both  years,  and  small  quantities  were  ex- 
ported chiefly  to  France  and  America,  as  most  of  this  product  is 
consumed  in  local  industries  and  mainly  in  the  manufacture  of 
carpets  and  rugs,  as  well  as  “ Abbas  ” and  u Shayak  ” cloths, 
much  used  by  the  natives. 


Exports. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cwts. 

1892  

4,100 

1891 

5,300 

At  the  following  prices : — 


Description. 

Price  per 

Cwt.  f.o.b. 

Prom — 

To- 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Unwashed  .. 

2 10 

2 5 0 

Washed  .. 

3 9 0 

3 18  6 

Opium. 


In  1891  the  yield  amounted  to  181,250  lbs.,  172,550  lbs.  of 
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which  were  exported  to  England  principally,  at  about  9 s.  per 
lb.  f.o.b. 

In  1892,  owing  to  unfavourable  climatic  conditions,  it  de- 
creased to  152,250  lbs.,  of  which  only  130,000  lbs.  were  exported 
at  85.  6d.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  The  crop  of  the  present  year  has  pro- 
duced about  80,000  lbs.,  owing  to  a large  percentage  of  the  poppy 
plants  having  been  destroyed  by  frost  in  March  and  April. 

The  news  that  was  circulated  in  Constantinople  in  October,  Proposed 
1892,  that  a syndicate  of  bankjers  was  trying  to  obtain  from  the  monopoly  of 
Ottoman  Government  a monopoly  of  opium  caused  considerable  0£>lum' 
anxiety  to  the  mercantile  community  of  Salonica,  and  some  mer- 
chants, who  are  interested  in  the  opium  trade  with  England, 
addressed  a petition  (Annex  I.)  to  this  Consulate-General  setting 
forth  the  great  injury  this  trade  would  suffer  from  such  a 
monopoly. 

His  Fxcellency  Her  Majesty’s  Ambassador,  to  whom  the 
petition  was  forwarded,  at  once  took  action  in  the  matter,  and 
received  the  formal  assurance  of  the  Sublime  Porte  that  no 
decision  on  the  subject  will  be  taken  without  consultation  with 
the  Department  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  in  no  case  will  the 
decision  arrived  at  be  contrary  to  treaty  stipulations. 

About  4,900  cwts.  were  exported  in  1892,  against  4,300  cwts.  Poppyseed, 
in  1891,  chiefly  to  Germany,  at  prices  ranging  from  12s.  2d, 
to  12s.  Id.  per  cwt.  f.o.b. 

Business  in  skins,  taking  it  all  through,  was  very  brisk  in  both  Skins, 
years,  especially  in  lamb  skins  for  Germany,  and  the  trade  for 
that  market  is  now  greatly  facilitated  by  direct  steam  communica- 
tion which  the  “Deutsche  Levante  Linie  99  Navigation  Company 
has  established  between  this  port  and  Hamburg. 

A considerable  quantity  of  lamb  and  lad  skins  of  Upper 
Macedonia  and  Albania,  which  were  formerly  exported  through 
the  port  of  Salonica,  is  now  forwarded  by  the  railway  from  Uscub 
to  Buda-Pesth  and  Vienna. 


Statement  showing  the  Approximate  Quantities  and  Average 
Prices  of  the  various  kinds  of  Skins  which  were  Exported 
from  Salonica  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


1891. 

I 

1892. 

Description  of  Skins. 

Number  of 
Pieces. 

Price  per 
Pair  f.o.b. 

Number  of 
Pieces. 

Price  per 
Pair  f.o.b. 

Destination. 

Lamb 

700,000 

Fr, 

4 

, c. 
50 

600,000 

30,000 

Fr.  c. 
4 25 

Austria,  Germany 

Sheep 

90,000 

4 

50 

4 50 

Hungary,  Ameri- 

Goat... 

150,000 

6 

25 

180,000 

7 00 

ca,  England 
France,  America 

Kid  ... 

280,000 

4 

50 

550,000 

4 90 

] France,  America 

Hare ... 

160,000 

1 

20 

150,000 

1 25 

France 

Fox  ... 

12,000 

9 

50 

15,000 

8 50 

Germany 

Wolf... 

700 

8 

60 

1,000 

8 50 

Germany 

Badger 

8,000 

5 

00 

4,000 

4 50 

Germany 

Otter... 

1,400 

23 

00 

1,000 

20  00 

Germany 

Germany 

Marten 

!!!  !j 

10,000 

20 

00 

9,000 

20  00 
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Tobacco.  The  yield  of  the  tobacco  crop  of  Macedonia  in  1891,  which 

was  exported  in  the  following  year,  was  superior  in  quantity  and 
in  quality  to  that  of  1890. 

Exports  in  1892,  chiefly  from  Cavalla,  amounted  to  about 
107,460  cwts.  against  64,940  cwts.  in  1891. 


Table  showing  the  Average  Prices  during  the  Year  1892. 


Province. 

Price  per  Lb.  f.o.b. 

From — 

To— 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Ghiubek  ,«  .. 

1 3 

4 4 

Kir  . . . . . . . . 

1 0 

2 6 

Pursucian  . . 

0 6 

0 11 

Drama 

0 21 

0 7 

The  crop  of  1892,  the  produce  of  which  is  being  exported  in 
the  present  year,  is  estimated  at  about  equal  to  that  of  1891. 

The  Macedonian  tobacco  exported  from  Salonica,  Cavalla,  and 
Pcrto  Lagos,  is  chiefly  shipped  for  Austria-Hungary,  Roumania, 
Great  Britain,  Germany,  Egypt,  France,  and  Italy.  A small 
quantity  is  sent  by  the  railway  to  Servia. 

Manufacture  A good  deal  of  the  produce  is  secured  by  the  Ottoman  Tobacco 
of  cigarettes.  Regie  Company  chiefly  for  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes,  of  which 
large  quantities  are  consumed  in  the  country  and  exported  to 
foreign  markets. 


Table  showing  Regie  Prices  of  Tobacco  and  Cigarettes. 


Description. 

Price  per  Kilogramme  or 
2-204  Lbs. 

Cut  Tobacco. 

Cigarettes. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Extra 

• • 

2 5 5 

2 10  10 

First  quality 

• • . 

17  3 

1 12  6 

Second  quality 

• • • 

0 18  0 

13  8 

Third  quality 

• 

0 14  6 

10  0 

I 


22,000,000  cigarettes  were  manufactured  in  the  factory  of  the 
Regie  Company  at  Salonica  in  1892,  against  19,000,000  in  1891  ; 
16,000,000  in  1890;  14,000,000  in‘l889;  and  10,000,000  in 

i888. 

Regie  tobacco  This  factory  is  under  the  management  of  a specialist  (Mr. 
factory.  Gregory  Lucas,  British  subject)  who  is  assisted  by  a staff  of 
15  foremen,  clerks  and  employes,  330  manipulators,  270  of  whom 
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are  Jews  (70  men  and  200  girls),  60  Greeks  and  Bulgarians 
(10  men  and  50  girls),  and  5 Turks  as  guards.  The  male  opera- 
tives are  paid  at  the  rate  of  2s.  <od.  to  3s.  3d.,  while  the  female 
receive  Is.  to  Is.  4 d.  per  day  of  nine  working  hours. 

The  female  operatives,  especially  the  Jewesses,  are  very 
skilful  and  quick  in  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes. 

The  production  and  sale  of  tobacco  in  the  Sandjack  of  Salonica  Regie 
and  the  Yilayets  of  Cossova  and  Monastir  are  under  the  super-  Company, 
intendence  of  a “ Nazir  ” (Director)  at  Salonica  (M.  Marechal, 
a Frenchman),  who  is  assisted  by  a large  permanent  staff  com- 
posed of  87  inspectors,  comptrollers  and  clerks,  1 1 of  whom  are 
foreign  and  76  Ottoman  subjects.  The  company  also  employs 
480  guards,  all  Mussulmans,  for  the  prevention  of  smuggling. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  receipts  and  expenses  of 
the  company,  including  those  of  the  tobacco  factory  for  the  year 
1891 


Amount. 

Receipts. 

Expenses. 

£ 

£ 

Sandjack  of  Salonica 

85,000 

19,000 

Vilayet  of  Monastir  . . ,.  j 

25,000 

8,500 

„ Cossova 

9,000 

5,500 

Total  . . . . . . 

119,000 

33,000 

The . revenue  which  the  company  derives  from  its  monopoly 
would  considerably  expand  but  for  the  smuggling  which  is  ex- 
tensively carried  on  in  the  interior,  more  particularly  in  Upper 
Albania. 

About  5,200  tons  of  chrome  ore  were  exported  from  Macedonia  chrome  ore. 
in  1892,  and  2,600  tons  in  the  previous  year,  chiefly  to  Great 
Britain  and  Germany,  average  price  31.  10s.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

Of  antimony  there  was  exported  in  1892,  425  tons  at  11/.  Antimony, 
per  ton,  and  210  tons  in  1891  at  13/.  per  ton  f.o.b. 

The  aggregate  quantities  of  the  wine  and  brandy  produced  in  Wine  and 
the  Vilayet3  of  Salonica  and  Cossova,  and  the  Sandjack  of  brandy. 
Giumuldjina  are  estimated  as  follows: — 


Description. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1892. 

W ine 
Raki 

Kilogrammes. 

29,000,000 

3,750,000 

Kilogrammes. 

35,000,000 

4,215,000 

1,235,830  kilos,  of  wine  were  exported  in  1892,  against 


12 


TURKEY* 


Other  articles 
of  export. 


Imports  in 
steam  vessels. 


In  sailing 
vessels. 

Proportion  of 
imports 
carried  in 
British 
steamers. 


British  goods. 


176,158  kilos,  in  1891.  This  large  increase  in  the  export  is  due 
to  the  orders  from  Servia  to  supply  the  deficiency  caused  by  the 
almost  total  failure  of  the  vintage  there  in  1892.  Average  prices 
in  the  producing  districts,  Is.  2d.  for  the  first  quality,  44  Niausta”; 
9 d.  to  1(M  for  the  medium  quality,  Giumendje;  and  5d.  to  7 d. 
for  the  ordinary  wines,  per  1 gallon. 

The  Niausta  and  Giumendje  are  considered  very  palatable  and 
wholesome  wines. 

Very  little  of  the  native  brandy  is  exported,  as  most  of  it  is 
consumed  in  this  and  adjoining  provinces,  and  is  sold  from  lit?, 
to  2s.  4 d.  per  gallon,  according  to  quality. 

The  grapes  in  Macedonia  this  year  are  in  a forward  state,  and 
their  exceptional  size,  quality,  and  quantity  promise  a far  more 
abundant  vintage  than  last  year’s  crop. 

These  include  native  spun  cotton  yarns,  fennel  seed,  bones, 
rags,  red  pepper,  Shayak  and  Abbas  woollen  cloths,  oak  and  pine 
sleepers,  charcoal,  honey,  butter,  cheese,  poultry,  eggs,  pigs, 
leeches,  and  sheep’s  dung. 


Imports  Generally . 

The  quantity  of  goods  imported  in  steam  vessels  at  Salonica 
during  1892  amounted  to  110,762  tons,  against  89,508  tons  in 
the  previous  year  (vide  Annexes  D and  E). 

The  quantity  imported  in  sailing  vessels  is  estimated  at  about 
23,000  tons  and  19,000  tons  in  1892  and  1891  respectively. 

The  following  table  shows  that  of  the  total  of  imports  in 
steamers  in  1892  50*50  per  cent,  was  carried  in  British 
steamers : — 


Nationality. 


Per  Cent. 


British 

50-50 

Austrian  . . 

10-00 

Danish 

2-61 

Dutch 

3-42 

French  . . 

7-50 

German 

6*66 

Greek  . . 

5-31 

Italian 

6-31 

Norwegian  . . 

3-32 

Ottoman  .. 

3-09 

Russian 

1 -15 

Of  the  total  quantity  of  the  goods  imported  under  the  British 
flag  in  1892,  57*38  per  cent,  came  from  Great  Britain  and  British 
colonies,  and  the  remainder  from  foreign  countries,  principally 
Belgium. 

32,197  tons  of  these  goods  were  imported  in  British  vessels  in 
1892,  against  26,000  tons  in  the  previous  years.  Also  3,230  tons 
were  imported  in  foreign  steamers  in  the  former,  against  2,578 
tons  in  the  latter  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  the  principal 
goods  which  were  imported  under  the  British  flag  from  Great 
Britain  and  British  colonies  : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

1891. 

1892. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Coals  . . 

17,600 

24,376 

Cotton  manufactures,  piece-goods, 
and  yarns 

2,319 

2,588 

Bice. . 

1,267 

1,855 

Iron,  and  articles  manufactured 
therefrom 

1,640 

907 

Chemicals  .. 

500 

605 

Jute  sacks  and  cloth 

748 

478 

Other  articles 

686 

486 

Goods  in  transit,  Bulgaria  and 
Servia 

1,240 

832 

Total 

26,000 

32,127 

There  was  a sustained  demand  for  these  goods  due  to  the 
favourable  harvests  in  1891  and  1892  having  improved  the 
position  of  the  agricultural  classes.  Besides  the  quantity  im- 
ported in  British  steamers  in  1892,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing 
table,  874  tons  were  brought  in  French  steamers  from  London  by 
transhipment  at  Marseilles. 


Table  showing  Average  Prices  of  Cotton  Goods  during  the 

Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Prices. 

From — 

To— 

T-cloths 

Per  piece  of 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Grey  shirtings 

24  yards  . . t 
Per  piece  of 

in 

4 6 

White  madapolams  . . 

1 36  yards 

Per  piece  of 

2 9 

6 3 

40  yards  . . \ 

3 10 

9 3 

Twist  mule  grey  No.  4/14. . 

Per  lb.  . . 1 

0 8 

„ „ 16/24. 

y>  •• 

0 8$ 

„ extra  hard  No.  4/14  .. 

.. 

0 81 

„ „ 16/24.. 

„ ..! 

0 82 

„ „ 30/32  . . 

}f  • • i 

1 1 

„ „ 40/42  . . 

))  • • 

1 6 

, „ 60  .. 

)f  • • 

2 6 

70  .. 

3 3 

Sewing  cottons  . . • . 

j Per  gross  reels 

13  0 

16* ' 6 

Cotton  piece- 
goods  and 
yarns. 
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Burmah  rice. 


Iron,  and 
articles 
manufactured 
therefrom. 


Chemicals. 


Copper. 


Tinplates. 

Jute  sacks  and 
sacking. 


Coffee. 


Leather. 


Oilcloth  and 
linoleum. 


Imports  in  1892,  1,855  tons,  against  1,267  tons  in  the  previous 
year.  Average  price  : from  1/.  Os.  2 d.  to  1Z.  Is.  6d  per  bag  of 
2 cwts. 

The  bulk  of  these  articles  consisting  chiefly  of  bars,  hoops, 
girders,  horse -shoe  roofing  and  dish  sheets,  nails  and  cutlery 
which  was  formerly  imported  from  Great  Britain,  now  comes  from 
Germany,  Belgium  and  Sweden  via  Hamburg  and  Antwerp. 

This  is  due  partly  to  the  long  credits  offered  by  the  German 
and  Belgium  firms,  and  partly  to  the  comparatively  low  through 
railway  and  maritime  freights  between  Germany  and  Belgium 
and  the  Levant  ports  which  enable  producers  in  those  countries  to 
compete  favourably  against  the  English.  British  iron  bedsteads 
and  galvanised  iron  goods,  such  as  buckets,  and  other  hollow  ware, 
chains  and  carpenters’  tools,  continue  to  hold  their  own  in  this 
market. 

Owing  to  the  above-mentioned  facilities  Belgium  and  Germany 
are  gradually  gaining  ground  for  these  articles  in  the  Salonica 
market. 

Belgium  alum  is  now  preferred,  although  inferior  in  quality  to 
the  English. 

Though  there  is  an  increasing  competition  from  Belgium, 
most  of  the  copper  imported  at  Salonica  is  English — about 
350  tons  were  imported  from  England  in  1892.  Average  price, 
3/.  3s.  per  1 cwt. 

Imports  from  Great  Britain  about  4,500  cwts.  in  1892,  against 
3,220  cwts.  in  1891  ; average  price,  12s.  to  13s.  per  cwt. 

Continue  to  be  imported  in  increasing  quantities  from  Dundee 
notwithstanding  Italian  competition.  1,088  tons  were  imported 
in  1892,  478  tons  of  which  came  in  British  and  610  tons  in 
French  steamers. 

A considerable  quantity  of  Calcutta  gunny  bags  which  have 
been  used  in  the  packing  of  goods  exported  from  India  to  France 
is  also  annually  imported  from  Marseilles. 

The  Dundee  sacks  are  generally  used  in  the  cotton,  wool  and 
silk  trades,  and  the  Indian  in  the  grain  trade.  The  former  are 
sold  from  2s.  11  d.  to  3s.  6d .,  and  the  latter  from  I0c^.  to  Is.  per 
pair,  according  to  size  and  quality. 

About  180,000  yards  to  220,000  yards  of  Hessian  and  striped 
Hessian  cloth  are  annually  imported  here— one-third  from  Dundee, 
and  the  remainder  from  Italy — average  price,  If d.  to  3j d.  per 
yard  according  to  width  and  quality. 

Annual  consumption  about  21,000  sacks,  and  only  about  one- 
third  is  imported  from  England,  the  remainder  comes  from 
Marseilles  and  Trieste.  Average  prices,  4/.  4s.  to  51.  3s.  per  1 sack 
of  1 cwt. 

British  leather,  including  belting  for  fly-wheels,  is  gaining 
ground  in  the  Salonica  market.  About  7,000  cwts.  were  imported 
from  Liverpool  and  London  in  1892.  Average  price  8 d.  per  lb. 
to  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Although  some  competition  has  appeared  from  Belgium,  the 
preference  is  decidedly  given  to  cloths  of  British  origin  and 
style.  Average  price  Is.  2d.  per  yard  to  2s.  6r/.  per  yard. 
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Continue  to  be  imported  from  Great  Britain,  though  in  Paints  and 
varnishes  and  dry  colours  Belgium  is  competing  and  taking  much  oils, 
of  the  business.  Prices  from  10s.  per  cwt.  to  21.  per  cwt. 

British  codfish,  salted  and  dried,  has  only  been  recently  Codfish, 
introduced  in  Macedonia,  and  appears  to  be  appreciated  by  the 
natives,  especially  by  the  monks  of  Mount  Athos  and  other 
districts  of  this  province.  Prices  Ad.  15s.  to  5/.  per  cask  of 
4 cwts. 

Formerly  foreign  alcohol,  chiefly  Austrian,  German,  Roumanian,  Rum. 
and  Russian,  watered  down  to  a strength  of  24  degrees,  and  then 
coloured  with  some  essence  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  rum, 
was  chiefly  imported  at  Salonica,  but  since  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment began  to  levy,  about  2 years  ago,  an  extra  heavy  duty  on 
such  adulterated  compounds,  the  importation  of  British  rum  has 
increased,  and  is  likely  to  develop  in  the  future. 

About  600  barrels,  containing  from  20  gallons  to  35  gallons 
each,  were  imported  from  Liverpool  and  London  in  1892  against 
400  barrels  in  1891,  and  the  quantity  imported  in  the  present 
year  up  to  July  31  is  estimated  at  about  650  barrels.  Average 
prices,  Is.  Ad.  to  Is.  9 d.  per  gallon  in  barrels. 

The  coals  consumed  in  the  Salonica  district  all  come  from  Coals. 
Great  Britain  in  British  steamers.  24,376  tons  were  imported, 
chiefly  from  Cardiff,  in  1892,  against  17,000  tons  in  the  previous 
year.  Average  prices,  1/.  3s.  6d.  per  ton  to  1/.  4s.  per  ton. 

The  demand  increases  annually  in  consequence  of  the  extension 
of  railways,  and  the  progress  of  industrial  enterprises  in  Macedonia, 
such  as  gas  and  waterworks,  cotton  and  flour  mills,  soap,  and  brick 
factories. 

There  is  a steadily  growing  demand  for  British  made  shoes  Articles  of 
and  boots,  felt  and  straw  hats,  men’s  flannel,  cotton  and  linen  personi^use 
shirts  and  vests,  handkerchiefs,  ties,  stockings  and  socks,  and P 
men's  and  women's  underclothing  in  general,  as  well  as  woollens 
and  worsteds. 

Before  I proceed  further  I would  venture  to  impress  upon  Caution 
British  manufacturers  and  merchants  who  trade  with  Salonica  the  aSamst  }ocal 
importance  ot  making  careful  inquiries  into  the  standing  and  afrents  of  no 
solvency  of  local  firms  and  commission  agents  from  whom  they  recognised 
receive  orders  for  goods,  as  in  the  course  of  the  past  and  present  staQdinff- 
year  more  than  one  house  in  England  and  Scotland  have  applied 
to  this  Consulate-General  for  assistance  in  prosecuting  for  fraud 
and  swindling  certain  individuals  to  whom  they  had  imprudently 
confided  their  interests.  In  one  recent  case,  an  English  firm 
which  had  executed  a considerable  order  for  shopmen  in  the 
bazaars  was  subsequently  informed  by  its  agent,  who  procured 
the  order,  that  the  goods  were  refused  as  being  of  inferior  quality; 
and  upon  inquiry  into  the  matter  it  transpired  that  the  agent  had 
sold  the  goods  and  appropriated  the  proceeds.  As  such  cases  now 
frequently  occur  at  Salonica,  British  houses  would  do  well  to 
apply  to  the  Imperial  Ottoman  Bank  or  the  Banquc  de  Salonique 
for  information  as  to  the  means  and  integrity  of  local  agents  who 
may  seek  to  do  business  with  them. 

(1649) 
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Catalogues 
and  price 
lists. 


Austrian 

goods. 


French  goods. 


Belgian 

goods. 


I would  also  venture  to  suggest  that  British  manufacturers, 
who  are  trying  to  introduce  their  goods  into  Macedonia,  should 
forward  their  catalogues  and  price  lists  printed  in  the  French  or 
Italian,  instead  of  in  the  English  language.  Numerous  catalogues 
in  English  are  sent  to  this  Consulate- General  for  distributing, 
but  they  attract  little  or  no  attention.  The  few  British  firms 
who  now  forward  catalogues  printed  in  French  are  gradually 
extending  their  business  in  this  province. 


Foreign  Imports. 

11,006  tons  were  imported  in  Austrian  steamers  in  1892 
against  8,994  tons  in  1891.  These  goods  consisted  chiefly  of 
sugar,  coffee,  hardware,  cigarette  and  packing  paper,  ready  made 
clothes,  gold  braid  and  thread,  lucifer  matches,  house  furniture 
chiefly  bent  wood,  petroleum  lamps,  and  picture  frames.  Austria 
also  sends  to  Upper  Albania  and  Macedonia  by  the  railway  via 
Belgrade  and  Uscub,  alcohol,  ready  made  clothes,  woollen  and 
worsted  stuffs  and  hardware,  the  consumption  of  which  articles, 
especially  of  ready-made  clothes,  annually  increases  in  the  interior. 

Owing  to  the  quarantine  against  arrivals  from  French  ports 
the  imports  in  French  steamers  amounted  to  8,329  tons  in  1892 
against  14,791  tons  in  1891,  and  included  2,695  tons  in  the  former 
and  2,113  tons  in  the  latter  year,  of  British  goods  brought  from 
London  in  the  Messageries  steamer  via  Marseilles. 

Low  freights  and  a regular  fortnightly  service  from  London 
via  Marseilles  enable  this  company  to  compete  successfully  with 
British  steamers  trading  between  Great  Britain  and  this  port. 

The  goods  of  French  origin,  which  are  imported  here  consist 
chiefly  of  silk  stuffs,  Rouen  fancy  figured  muslins  and  woollen 
prints,  hosiery,  cement,  Arles  stone,  door  and  window  fittings, 
iron  shutters  and  screens,  wines  and  liqueurs,  novelties,  preserved 
sardines,  glass  and  glassware,  books  and  stationery,  and  railway 
material : 2,431  tons  of  the  latter,  mostly  rails,  were  brought  in 
British  steamers  in  1892,  against  1,634  tons  in  1891. 

The  quantity  imported  has  notably  increased  within  the  last 
2 years,  and  consisted  chiefly  of  materials  for  the  railways, 
tramways,  and  waterworks,  iron  girders,  glass  and  glassware, 
candles,  hardware  and  chemicals,  most  of  which  were  brought  in 
British  steamers  from  Antwerp,  viz.,  21,407  tons  in  1892  against 
8,679  tons  in  1891.  The  first  total  comprises  4,769  tons  of 
waterpipes,  15,207  tons  of  material  for  the  Salonica-Monastir 
Railway  under  construction,  and  1,431  tons  of  general  mer- 
chandise. 

Belgium  will  also  furnish  most  of  the  materials  required  for 
the  construction  of  the  Salonica-Constantinople  railway,  the  works 
of' which  were  inaugurated  on  June  22  last;  and  I am  informed 
that  arrangements  have  already  been  made  with  the  shipping 
agents  for  the  discharging  and  warehousing  of  about  80,000  tons 


SALONICA. 


17 


of  these  materials*  the  bulk  of  which  is  to  be  carried  in  British 
steamers. 

These  include,  salt,  salted  fish,  olives  and  olive  oil,  soap,  Turkish 
oranges,  dates,  raisins,  granite  stone  for  pavements,  timber,  fire-  goods, 
wood  and  charcoal ; also  silk  and  cotton  stuffs  and  mother-of- 
pearl  goods  from  Damascus  in  Syria,  for  which  there  is  a growing 
demand  in  Macedonia.  Most  of  the  above  goods  were  brought 
in  sailing  vessels,  under  the  Turkish  and  Greek  flags. 

Chiefly  comprised  red  yarns,  woollen  and  worsted  stuffs,  German 
sewing  thread,  iron  and  ironware,  glass  and  glassware,  cutlery,  goods, 
jewellery,  petroleum,  lamps,  beer,  stockings,  steel  and  steelware. 

The  red  yarns  are  superior  to  the  English,  and  their  importa- 
tion here  increases  annually. 

The  imports  are  not  considerable,  and  comprise  rice,  sacking,  Italian  goods, 
leather,  lead,  maccaroni,  Marsala  wine,  talc,  marble,  and  lava  stone 
for  pavements. 

Italy  takes  more  goods  from  than  she  sends  to  Macedonia. 

Sugar,  alcohol,  sacerdotal  vestments,  and  sacred  utensils,  Russian 
haviar,  and  petroleum  are  the  chief  imports  from  Russia.  325,000  g°°ds. 
cases  of  petroleum  were  imported  in  1892  against  310,000  cases 
in  1891.  Average  price,  4s.  per  case. 

They  comprise  oranges,  lemons,  olives  and  olive  oil,  salted  Greek  goods, 
fish,  vegetables,  and  marble. 

Some  of  the  Greek  small  sailing  vessels  engaged  in  this  trade 
exchange  these  goods  for  sugar,  coffee,  petroleum,  and  cigarette 
paper,  which  they  eventually  smuggle  into  Greece. 

These  goods  continue  to  maintain  their  superiority  in  the  Swiss  goods. 
Salonica  market.  They  consist  chiefly  of  woollen  and  worsted 
stuffs,  cotton,  yarns  and  prints,  jewellery,  coloured  handkerchiefs, 
watches  and  clocks. 

Public  Works  and  Enterprises. 

Annex  J.  shows  a continued  expansion  in  the  general  traffic  Salonica- 
of  this  railway  during  the  last  two  as  compared  with  the  previous  Jp.trov’ltza 
years,  but  the  increase  in  the  passenger  and  goods  traffic  was  less  General 
marked  in  1892  than  in  1891  and  1890  as  compared  with  1889,  traffic, 
owing  to  the  disturbing  effects  of  the  quarantine  which  was 
rigidly  enforced  against  all  arrivals  across  the  Bosnian  and 
Servian  frontiers. 

Salt,  cereals,  building  materials,  charcoal,  fire-wood,  cotton 
goods,  wine,  alcohol,  petroleum,  and  colonials  are  the  principal 
articles  carried  on  in  this  line. 

This  traffic  has  gradually  developed  after  the  uniform  tariffs  Transit 
of  through  rates  were  arranged  by  the  International  Conference 
at  Constantinople  in  April  1889,  and  its  increase,  especially  with 
Servia,  has  been  accelerated  since  1890  when  the  Oriental 
Railways  reduced  their  grain  tariff. 

According  to  the  return,  Annex  J,  issued  by  the  manager  of 
the  Salonica-Mitrovitza  Railway,  the  aggregate  quantity  of 
goods  carried  in  transit  on  this  line  to  and  from  Servia,  Bulgaria, 
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Effect  of 
reduced  rates, 
especially  on 
Servian  grain 
exports. 


British  direct 
trade  with 
Servia  vi& 
Salonica. 


Austria-Hungary  and  Germany,  amounted  in  imports  and  exports 
together  to  4,531  tons  in  1889  ; 24,000  tons  in  1890,  26,000  tons 
in  1891,  and  28,180  tons  in  1892. 

The  ret  irn  iocs  not  specify  the  relative  shares  of  the  above- 
named  countries  in  this  transit  trade,  but  I am  assured  that  the 
bulk  of  it  is  with  Servia  and  Austria-Hungary,  and  that  there  is 
little  direct  railway  traffic  between  Macedonia  and  Bulgaria  or 
Germany. 

A noteworthy  feature  in  the  above  trade  is  the  impulse  which 
the  reduction  of  the  Oriental  tariff  has  given  to  the  grain  exports 
from  Servia  by  the  Salonica  route,  as  is  shown  by  the  following 
table : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

1889 

752 

1890 

12,837 

1891 

14.700 

1892 

13,600 

Most  of  this  produce  was  in  transit  for  England,  Belgium,  and 
other  foreign  markets  ; and  when  the  recent  Russo-German  tariff 
war  broke  out,  some  Salonica  merchants  made  considerable  pur- 
chases of  Servian  grain  for  Germany. 

Notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  the  through  rates,  and 
certain  other  advantages  and  facilities  offered  by  the  Oriental 
Railway  administration,  and  the  removal  of  some  vexatious 
custom-house  formalities  at  Salonica  and  on  the  Turcc-Servian 
frontier,  the  direct  trade  with  Servia,  so  far  as  British  imports 
are  concerned,  does  not  seem  to  make  any  appreciable  headway 
owing  partly  to  the  keen  competition  of  the  Eiume  route,  and 
partly  to  the  absence  of  harbour  facilities  at  the  port  of  Salonica, 
as  well  as  to  the  comparatively  high  through  rates  still  in  opera- 
tion on  the  Oriental  and  Servian  railway  systems. 

These  through  rates  compare  as  under  with  those  on  the 
Fiume  route : — 


Per  1,000  Kilogrammes. 

Class. 

Salonica  to 

Fiume  to 

Belgrade. 

Belgrade. 

Fr.  c. 

Fr.  c. 

I 

10  80 

6 20 

II 

8 66 

4 00 

A 

6 80 

3 50 

B 

6 00 

2 35 

C 

3 65 

1 90 
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The  through  tariff  on  goods  carried  from  Salonica  to  Servia 
favour  Belgrade  as  a distributive  centre,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  other  Servian  towns.  For  instance,  the  rate  applicable  to 
certain  goods  going  from  this  port  to  Belgrade  is  4 c.  per  ton  per 
kilom.,  whereas  8 c.  are  charged  on  goods  which  are  carried  to 
any  other  town  served  by  the  railway.  The  development  of 
British  trade  to  Servia  is  thereby  hindered,  especially  in  imports 
of  rice,  iron,  hardware,  chemicals,  and  colonials,  of  which  there 
seems  to  be  a growing  demand  in  that  country. 

I may  also  observe  that  British  trade  with  Macedonia  and 
Servia  would  improve  if  Messrs.  Johnston’s  Steamship  Company, 
whose  steamers  now  call  regularly  at  Salonica  from  Liverpool 
three  times  a month,  and  the  administrations  of  the  Oriental 
and  Servian  Railways  combined  to  establish  a direct  mixed  mari- 
time and  railway  service  with  reduced  rates,  on  the  same  basis  as 
the  one  which  has  been  organised  by  the  Austrian-Lloyd  and 
German  Deutsche  Levante  Linie  Steamship  Companies  and  the 
Oriental  Railways  for  Austrian  and  German  goods,  and  which  by 
all  accounts  is  advancing  the  trade  of  those  countries  by  the 
Salonica  route. 

The  first  section  of  90  kiloms.  of  this  line,  the  construction  of  Railway 
which  was  commenced  in  June,  1891,  has  been  completed  and  Jh^sXnfca 
opened  for  traffic  on  December  6,  1892.  It  is  divided  into  six  an(j  Monastir 
stations,  viz.,  Salonica,  Kirdjelar,  Guida,  Cara-feria  (ancient  line. 

“ Veria*’),  Niausta  (ancient  “Augusta”),  and  Vertekop,  which 
are  now  served  by  a daily  train  each  way,  taking  4 hours  to 
do  the  distance,  and  carrying  a considerable  traffic  in  pas- 
sengers and  goods.  It  seems  not  improbable  that  the  remaining 
section  to  Monastir,  about  128  kiloms.  long,  will  be  opened 
for  traffic  by  the  end  of  next  year. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Shipley’s  report  on  the  trade  of  Monastir 
furnishes  some  interesting  information  on  the  prospects  of  this 
railway. 

The  concession  for  this  railway  was  granted  on  September  The  Salonica- 
10,  1892,  to  M.  Rene  Baudouy,  a French  banker  at  Constant!-  n°niSj^i'wa 
nople,  and  the  inauguration  of  the  works  took  place  on  June  22  nop  e 81  way’ 
last  at  a spot  close  to  the  Salonica-Mitrovitza  Line,  and  about 
3 miles  distant  from  the  town  of  Salonica. 

The  total  length  cf  the  railway  will  be  about  480  kiloms., 
including  its  branches  to  the  ports  of  Salonica  and  Dedeagatch. 

The  mainline,  about  415  kiloms.  long,  will  join  the  Oriental 
Railways’ system  at  Kara-Souli  at  its  western  and  Feredjik  at  its 
eastern  extremity,  and  be  connected  by  branch  lines  with 
Salonica  and  D6deagatch,  the  first  63  kiloms.  and  the  second 
8 kiloms.  long.  Three  other  branch  lines  will  also  be  made  to 
the  iEgean  Sea,  viz.,  1,  from  Serres  to  Orfano  ; 2,  Gumouldjina 
to  Laos  ; 3,  Drama  to  Cavalla. 

The  districts  through  which  this  new  railway  will  run  are 
exceptionally  fertile,  well  populated,  and  cultivated.  They  con- 
tain numerous  prosperous  towns  and  large  villages,  whose  in- 
habitants, mostly  Bulgarians  and  Turks,  are  actively  engaged  in 
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agricultural  and  commercial  pursuits,  and  produce  rich  crops  of 
cereals,  tobacco,  silk,  wool,  wine,  and  opium,  besides  large 
quantities  of  timber,  charcoal,  and  fire-wood. 

The  total  length  of  these  tramways  will  be  about  10  kiloms. 
It  comprises  a main  line  of  5^  kiloms.,  which  starts  from  the 
Allatini  Flour  Mills,  and,  after  running  through  the  town,  joins 
the  Salonica  Railway  Terminus ; and  two  branch  lines,  together 
4-J  kiloms.  long,  one  of  which  will  pass  close  by  the  custom-house 
and  join  the  other  which  now  runs  along  the  Salonica  quay  wall. 
Nearly  half  of  the  length  of  these  tramways  was  completed  and 
opened  for  traffic  on  May  8 last,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
remainder  will  be  finished  before  the  end  of  this  year.  These 
tramways  are  being  constructed  and  worked  by  a company  with  a 
capital  of  1,500,000  fr.,  which  the  concessionnaire,  Hamdi  Bey,  a 
well-to-do  and  enterprising  Turkish  notable  of  Salonica,  succeeded 
in  forming  in  Belgium. 

The  works  are  in  charge  of  M.  Kaul,  an  intelligent  engineer 
from  Luxemburg,  and  the  rails  and  most  of  the  materials  and 
plant  have  been  imported  from  Belgium.  The  company  possesses 
120  horses,  chiefly  Russian  and  Hungarian,  and  45  cars  made  in 
Belgium,  for  which  it  has  built  commodious  stabling  and  housing, 
with  the  necessary  accessories. 

I should  remark,  however,  that  as  the  rails  are  laid  simply  on 
dry  ballast,  it  is  likely  that  in  those  streets  where  there  is  con- 
siderable vehicular  traffic,  the  ways  will  get  out  of  order  soon, 
more  especially  after  a period  of  wet  weather,  and  this  will  entail 
frequent  repairs  and  renewals,  and  thereby  increase  the  cost  of 
maintenance. 

This  concession  has  also  been  granted  to  the  above-named 
Hamdi  Bey.  It  comprises  three  distinct  features,  namely,  1,  pre- 
vention of  floodings ; 2,  irrigation  ; 3,  navigation.  The  necessary 
surveys  have  been  carried  out  by  the  English  engineer,  Mr. 
Walter  Kinipple,  M.Inst.C.E.,  who  has  also  projected  a scheme 
of  works,  and  prepared  the  plans,  sections,  reports,  estimates,  &c., 
for  presentation  to  and  approval  of  the  Minister  for  Public 
Works. 

The  concessionnaires  are  negotiating  with  parties  in  London 
for  the  necessary  capital  for  the  works,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
is  about  472,000/. 

The  concessionnaire  was  Nemli-zade  Hamdi  Eflfendi,  of 
Constantinople,  but  he  ceded  the  concession  to  some  Belgian 
capitalists,  who  have  constituted  a company,  entitled  “ Com- 
pagnie  Ottomane  des  Eaux  de  Salonique/’  with  a capital  of 
5 000,000  fr.  The  water  is  found  in  the  plain,  at  about  an 
hour’s  distance  to  the  westward  of  Salonica. 

It  is  brought  to  the  waterworks  situated  outside  this  town, 
close  to  the  Beshtchinar  public  gardens.  From  these  works  the 
water  is  sent  by  steam  power  to  the  reservoirs  situated  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  town,  and  from  these  reservoirs  it  will  be  dis- 
tributed when  the  works  are  finished,  probably  in  October  next. 

Along  the  channel  there  are  fire-hydrants  at  intervals  of 
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200  meters,  besides  seven  public  fountains,  which  will  be  sup- 
plied gratuitously. 

All  the  necessary  materials  and  plant  for  these  waterworks 
have  been  imported  from  Belgium,  although  a French  company 
at  Ardennes  offered  to  supply  them  at  6 per  cent,  less  than  the 
price  charged  by  the  Belgian  manufacturers.  This  ia  a further 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  a concession  for  public  works  in 
Turkey  is  a twofold  source  of  profit  to  the  country  whose 
capitalists  obtain  it. 

This  establishment  has  recently  been  set  up  by  local  capitalists  Salonica 
on  the  site  of  their  distillery,  which  latter  has  been  lying  idle  brewery, 
for  several  years  past  on  account  of  Government  premiums 
granted  to  Austrian,  Roumanian,  and  Russian  alcohols,  It  is  a 
steam  brewery  and  has  all  the  latest  improvements.  The  plans 
were  drawn  up  in  Munich,  where  the  brewery  apparatus  properly 
so  called  has  been  obtained.  On  the  other  hand  the  steam 
engine  and  the  refrigerating  machine  (“Linde”  system)  come 
from  Winterthur  in  Switzerland. 

The  establishment  comprises : — 

1.  A brewery  producing  about  440,000  gallons  of  beer  a 
year. 

2.  The  malt  factor}^. 

3.  The  ice  factory  producing  66,000  cwts.  of  ice  a year. 

4.  Departments  for  barrel  making,  bottling,  &c. 

This  brewery  began  work  on  July  11,  1893,  and  the  con- 
sumption of  beer  in  Salonica  was,  up  to  that  date,  about  66,000 
gallons  in  barrels  from  Munich,  and  23,000  gallons  of  bottled  beer 
from  Trieste,  Marseilles,  Servia,  and  Germany,  per  annum. 

Imported  beer  is  sold  at  2d.  the  i litre  glass,  and  11  d.  to  Is.  1 d. 
the  bottle  of  ’60  litre  to  *70  litre. 

The  local  beer,  called  “ Olympos  ” is  sold  retail  at  5 d.  per 
litre  ; 1 d.  and  1 \d.  the  glass,  and  5 \d.  the  bottle  of  *70  litres. 

After  the  new  brewery  had  been  working  a month,  the 
consumption  of  beer  in  Salonica  and  neighbourhood  had  trebled, 
which  promises  well  for  the  success  of  the  new  industry. 

The  native  beer,  however,  pays  a duty  of  15  per  cent,  to  the 
indirect  contributions  (Public  Debt)  and  8 per  cent,  when  exported 
by  sea,  whether  to  foreign  or  Ottoman  ports,  whereas  foreign 
imported  beer  pays  only  the  import  duty  of  8 per  cent. 

There  are  two  cotton  mills  in  the  town  of  Salonica.  One  of  Cottou  mills 
them  was  built  in  1878,  and  enlarged  in  1884;  the  other  was  in  Macedonia, 
built  in  1884,  and  was  also  enlarged  in  1886  and  again  in  1890. 

The  whole  of  the  spinning  machinery  and  apparatus  in  both  mills 
is  by  Messrs.  Howard  and  Bullough,  of  Accrington,  in  England ; 
the  openers  (scutchers)  and  lap  machines  by  Crighton  of  Man- 
chester, and  the  engines  and  boilers  and  gearing  by  Messrs. 

Galloways,  Limited,  also  of  Manchester. 

These  mills  contain  10,224  throstle  spindles  and  8,576  ring 
spindles  and  work  from  daylight  to  dark  all  the  year  round,  or 
about  15  hours  in  summer  and  10  hours  in  winter,  35  minutes 
being  allowed  for  dinner  only  and  no  time  for  breakfast. 
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The  average  production  of  both  mills  is  63,000  lbs.  of  yam 
in  summer  and  62,000  lbs.  in  winter  per  week  of  6 days.  The 
difference  in  the  production  between  summer  and  winter  is  not 
in  proportion  to  the  difference  in  time  worked,  this  is  accounted 
for  by  the  excessive  heat  in  summer,  which  causes  the  operatives 
to  be  very  lax. 

Coarse  counts  only  are  spun,  ranging  from  No.  3 to  No.  16. 
The  yarn  is  made  up  in  10  lb.  packets.  About  one-third  of  the 
total  annual  production  is  consumed  in  Macedonia  and  Albania, 
and  the  remainder  is  exported,  exempt  from  all  fiscal  charges,  to 
Bulgaria,  Servia,  Asia  Minor,  and  the  islands  in  the  iEgean. 

The  cotton  used  is  grown  in  the  country  within  a day’s 
journey  from  the  mills,  and  is  only  suitable  for  coarse  counts, 
being  very  short  in  staple  and  hard  in  quality.  The  waste  in 
spinning  is  from  15  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent.  It  is  treated 
separately  and  sold  in  the  country  at  a fair  price  for  padding  bed- 
quilts,  clothing,  &c. 

The  coal  is  imported  from  Cardiff  and  costs  11.  4 s.  to  1/.  5s.  per 
ton  delivered  into  stores  adjoining  the  mills. 

The  total  number  of  hands  employed  in  the  two  mills  is 
640,  all  Jews,  of  whom  160  are  men  and  boys  and  480  girls. 
The  men  are  paid  from  9 s.  to  12s.  per  week  ; boys,  of  14  to  IS 
years  of  age,  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  per  week;  and  girls,  of  12  to  18  years 
of  age,  from  Is.  9 d.  to  5s.  8d.  per  week,  winter  and  summer. 
The  Jewish  girls  are  very  skilful  ; they  work  till  they  marry, 
which  at  Salonica,  takes  place  from  the  age  of  15  and  upwards, 
or  as  soon  as  they  raise  by  their  savings  a small  dowry  of  from 
18/.  to  25/.,  besides  the  necessary  clothing.  But  no  recognised 
scale  of  wages  exists,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  there  is  no 
Factory  Act  in  force  to  protect  the  operatives  against  their  hard 
taskmasters. 

These  Salonica  mills  are  well  managed  and  kept  in  good 
working  order  by  three  Englishmen,  who  are  lodged  and  paid 
at  the  rate  of  350/.  each  per  annum. 

Two  smaller  cotton  mills  have  also  been  advantageously 
established  at  Niausta,  a thriving  township  at  about  3 hours’ 
distance  by  rail  from  Salonica,  and  inhabited  chiefly  by  Greeks. 

They  contain  4,200  spindles  worked  by  water-power,  employ 
180  hands,  and  produce  annually  about  800,000  lbs.  of  coarse 
yarn  (Nos.  4 to  16),  which  is  made  up  into  bundles  of  10  lbs. 
each  and  sold  to  the  peasants  in  the  neighbouring  villages. 


Concluding  Remarks. 

The  excellent  grain  harvests  in  the  2 years  under  review 
and  the  successful  revival  of  the  silk  industry,  together  with  the 
construction  of  new  railways  and  other  public  works,  which 
have  given  abundant  employment  to  the  poorer  classes,  have 
materially  improved  the  economic  condition  of  Macedonia  and 
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contributed  to  the  d:minution  of  crime  generally,  and  to  the 
comparative  public  security  which  now  prevails  in  this  province. 


Annex  A.—  Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Salonica 
in  the  Year  189?. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

121 

217,451 

121 

217.451 

Ottoman  

3,532 

6*0*495 

198 

88,144 

3,730 

148,639 

Austrian  

2 

2sl 

102 

103,587 

104 

103,868 

Danish  

... 

13 

15,419 

13 

15.419 

Dutch  

10 

18,075 

19 

18,075 

French  

127 

185,959 

127 

185.959 

German  

38 

45,621 

38 

45,621 

Greek  

335 

21,104 

60 

18.829 

395 

39,933 

Italian  

7 

1,275 

53 

86,924 

60 

88,199 

Norwegian 

6 

7,560 

6 

7.560 

Bussian  

53 

72,429 

53 

72,429 

Total  

„ for  the  pre- 
ceding year  ... 

3,876 

83, 155 

790 

859,998 

4,666 

943,153 

4,201 

89,353 

751 

782.H5 

4,957 

871,468 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

120 

215,715 

120 

1 215,715 

Ottoman  

3,506 

60 j 105 

197 

87,824 

3,703 

147,929 

Austrian  

3 

463 

102 

103,587 

105 

104,050 

Danish  

13 

15,419 

13 

15,419 

Dutch  

19 

18,075 

19 

18,075 

French  

127 

185,959 

127 

185,959 

German  

37 

44,356 

37 

44,356 

Greek  

341 

1*9*413 

61 

21,824 

402 

41,237 

itali  m 

9 

1,302 

53 

86,924 

62 

88,226 

Norwegian 

6 

7,560 

6 

7,560 

Russian  

53 

72,429 

53 

72,429 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

3,859 

81,283 

788 

859,672 

4,647 

940,955 

preceding 

4,206 

89,334 

752 

783,156 

4,958 

872,490 
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Annex  B.— Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Salonica 
during  the  Year  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  1 

147 

193,100 

147 

193,000 

Ottoman  

3,822 

59,582 

167 

67,662 

3,989 

127,244 

Austrian  

4 

1,484 

89 

95,896 

93 

97,380 

Belgian  

... 

1 

1,764 

1 

1,764 

Danish  ' 

!!! 

12 

14,091 

12 

14,091 

Dutch  

15 

15,270 

15 

15,270 

French  

150 

208,313 

150 

208,313 

German  

31 

37,136 

31 

37,136 

Greek  

367 

25,322 

52 

12,586 

418 

37,908 

Italian  

12 

2,862 

53 

91,348 

65 

94,210 

Norwegian 

... 

2 

1,491 

2 

1,491 

Bussian  

1 

103 

32 

43,458 

33 

43,561 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

4,206 

89,353 

751 

782,115 

4,957 

871,468 

preceding 

3,600 

71,523 

685 

741,599 

4,285 

813,122  ‘ 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  j 

147 

193,100 

147 

193,100 

Ottoman  

3,822 

59,582 

167 

67,662 

3,989 

127,244 

Austrian  

4 

1,467 

89 

95,896 

93 

97,363 

Belgian  

1 

1,764 

1 

1,764 

Danish  

12 

14,091 

12 

14,091 

Dutch  1 

15 

15,270 

15 

15,270 

French  

150 

208,313 

150 

208,313 

German  

31 

37,136 

31 

37,136 

Greek  

367 

25,322 

52 

12,586 

419 

37,908 

Italian  

12 

2,860 

54 

92,389 

66 

85,249 

Norwegian 

2 

1,491 

2 

1,491 

Bussian  

*"l 

*103 

32 

43,458 

33 

43,561 

Total  

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

4,206 

89,334 

752 

783,156 

4,958 

872,490 

3,590 

73,274 

685 

741,336 

4,275 

814,610 

Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Tonnages  of  British  and  Foreign 
Shipping  which  Entered  the  Port  of  Salonica  in  the  10 
Years  ending  December  31,  1892. 


Year. 

Torn 

British. 

iage. 

Foreign. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

1883 

• • • • • • 

132,785 

358,368 

491,153 

1884 

• • . • . . 

168,056 

406,159 

574,215 

1885 

123,749 

458,698 

582,447 

1886 

• • • • • • 

171,260 

553,782 

725,042 

1887 

• • M 

171,752 

461,165 

632,917 

1888 

189,963 

543,790 

733,7 53 

1889 

126,356 

600,560 

726,916 

1890 

• # • • • « 

186,629 

626,493 

813,122 

1891 

• • • • | | 

193,100 

678,368 

871,468 

1892 



217,451 

725,703 

943,153 
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Annex  D. — Table  showing  the  Numbers  and  Tonnages  of  British 
and  Foreign  Steamers  which  Entered  and  Cleared  at  Salonica 
during  the  Year  1892,  together  with  their  Cargoes  and 
Passengers. 

Entered. 


| Total  Quantity  of  Goods  Imported. 

Nationality. 

Total 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

1 From  the 
United 
| Kingdom 
and 

Colonies. 

From  other 
i Countries. 

Total 

Imports. 

Total 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

British  

121 

217,451 

Tons. 

32,197 

Tons. 

23,908 

Tons. 

56,105 

18 

Ottoman  

198 

88,144 

51 

3,378 

3,429 

8,550 

Austrian  

102 

103,587 

450 

10,556 

11,0C6 

2,979 

Danish  

13 

15,419 

... 

2,900 

2,900 

105 

Dutch  

19 

18,075 

3,791 

3,791 

201 

French  

127 

185,959 

2,695 

5,634 

8,329 

4,098 

German  

38 

45,621 

7,375 

7,375 

112 

Greek  

60 

18,829 

... 

5,880 

5,880 

2,905 

Italian  

53 

86,924 

34 

6,960 

6,994 

3,020 

Norwegian 

6 

7,560 

3,683 

3,683 

Russian  

53 

72,429 

1,270 

1,270 

1 395 

Total  

790 

859,998 

35,427 

75,335 

110,762 

23,383 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

. 751 

782,115 

28,578 

60,930 

89,508 

25,164 

Cleared. 


Total  Quantity  of  Goods  Exported. 

Nationality. 

Total 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

' Total 
Tonnage. 

To  United 
Kingdom 
and 

Colonies. 

To  other 
Countries. 

Total 

Exports. 

Total 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

British  

120 

215,715 

Tons. 

37,435 

Tons. 

26,141 

Tons. 

63,576 

960 

Ottoman  

197 

87,824 

... 

6,603 

6,603 

7,291 

Austrian  

102 

103,587 

7,500 

7,500 

2,690 

Danish  1 

13 

15,419 

2,925 

2,925 

155 

Dutch  | 

19 

18,075 

643 

643 

358 

French  

127 

185,959 

*686 

29,129 

20,814 

3,357 

German  

37 

44,356 

... 

15,042 

15,042 

263 

Greek  

61 

21,824 

12,988 

12,988 

1,040 

Italian  

53 

86,924 

7,560 

*97 

20,305 

20,402 

2,149 

Norwegian 

6 

• to 

2,492 

2,492 

Russian  

53 

72,429 

1,770 

1,770 

1,030 

Total  

788 

859,672 

38,217 

116,538 

154,755 

18,293 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding  ...! 

752 

783,156 

46,630 

100,623 

147,253 

24,586 
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Annex  E. — Table  showing  the  Numbers  and  Tonnages  of  British 
and  Foreign  Steamers  which  Entered  and  Cleared  at  Salonica 
during  the  Year  1891,  together  with  their  Cargoes  and 
Passengers. 

Entered. 


Total  Quantity  of  Goods  Imported. 

Nationality. 

Total 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

From  the 
United 
Kingdom 
and 

Colonics. 

From  other 
Countries. 

Total 

Imports 

Total 

Number  of 
Passengers. 

1 

1 

British  

147 

193,100 

Tons. 

26,000 

Tons. 

11,821 

Tons. 

37,821 

I 

3,000 

Ottoman  

167 

67,662 

4,949 

4,949 

7,845 

Austrian  

89 

95,896 

'*200 

8,794 

8,994 

2,916 

Belgian  

1 

1,764 

... 

1,471 

1,471 

Danish  

12 

14,091 

2.594 

2,594 

Dutch  

15 

15,270 

1,162 

1,162 

French  

150 

208,313 

2**113 

12,678 

14,791 

4,428 

German  

31 

37,136 

3 816 

3,816 

250 

Greek  

52 

12,586 

6,542 

6,542 

2,785 

Italian  

53 

91,3-18 

”*15 

5,800 

5,815 

3,000 

Norwegian 

2 

1,491 

250 

655 

905 

Russian  

32 

43,458 

648 

648 

*960 

Total  

751 

782,115 

28,578 

60,930 

89,508 

25,164 

Cleared. 


Total  Quantity  of  Goods  Exported. 

j 

Nationality. 

Total 

Number  of 
Steamers. 

Total 

Tonnage. 

To  United 
Kingdom 
and 

Colonies. 

To  other 
Countries. 

| 

Total 

Exports. 

j Total 
i Number  of 
Passengers. 

British  

147 

193,100 

Tons. 

46,250 

Tons. 

41,750 

Tons. 

83,000 

! 2 000 

Ottoman  

167 

67,662 

4,577 

4,577 

| 8,548 

Austrian  

89 

95,896 

... 

4,257 

4,257 

| 3,047 

Belgian  

1 

1,764 

... 

Danish  

12 

14.091 

1,824 

1**824 

1 *165 

Dutch  

15 

15,270 

817 

317  1 

1 173 

French  

150 

208.313 

*355 

24,747 

25,102  ! 

! 3.871 

German  

31 

37,136 

7,045  1 

7,045  | 

336 

Greek  

52 

12,586 

6,015 

6,015 

3,238 

Italian  

54 

92,389 

’**25 

7,765 

7,790 

2,Q4i 

Norwegian 

O 

1,491 

706 

706 

Russian  

32 

43,458 

1,120 

1,120 

1,1*67 

Total  

752 

783,156  j 

46,630 

100,623 

147,253 

24,586 
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Annex  F. — Statement  of  the  Ordinary  Disbursements  of  a 
British  Steamer  Discharging  or  Loading  at  Salonica. 


Description. 

Amount. 

.<?.  d. 

Sanitary  dues 

0 1 

Per  ton  register  up  to  500  tons 

0 Of  I 

On  every  additional  ton 

Light  dues. . 

0 1 1 

Per  ton  register  up  to  800  tons 

0 0* 

On  every  additional  ton 

British  Consular  fees 

2 6 

For  endorsement  on  agreement 

Labourers  for  discharging  or 

10  0 

For  bill  of  health 

loading 

id.  to  5 d. 

Per  ton  of  goods* 

Tally  clerks  on  board 

i 3s.  6d.  to 
l 4s.  Qd. 

Per  day 

Boat  hire  . . 

4 0 

Per  day 

Brokerage  . . 

31.  to  5 1. 

Per  vessel,  according  to  agree- 
ment with  ships’  owners 

* Average  quantify  of  coal  discharged  per  day  about  300  tons  ; average 
quantity  of  cereals  loaded  per  day  about  650  tons. 


Table  showing  Average  Prices  of  Provisions. 

O O 


Prices. 

Articles. 

1 

From  — 

To- 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Beef 

Per  lb. 

0 3* 

0 4 

Bread,  soft 

0 1 

o H 

Vegetables,  fresh,  mixed 

0 1 

o H 

Poultry — 

Fowls .. 

Each  . . 

0 6 

0 8 

Turkeys 

„ . . . . 

1 6 

2 0 

Geese 

99  • • • • 

1 0 

1 4 

Ducks. . 

Per  dozen 

0 6 

0 9 

Eggs ! 

0 6 

0 7 

Fresh  water 

Per  ton 

1 0 

• • 
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Annex  H. — Table  showing  the  Quantities  of  Cereals  Exported  from  Salonica  in  British  and  Foreign  Steamers 

during  1892,  as  compared  with  1891. 
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Annex  L— Petition  of  Merchants  of  Salonica  against  proposed 
Opium  Monopoly. 

Monsieur  le  Consul-General, 

Uh  groupe  de  financiers  a Constantinople  ay  ant  demande  au 
gouvernement  ottoman  le  monopole  de  l’exportation  des  opiums 
turcs  auxquels  le  commerce  et  l’industrie  anglaises  sont  directe- 
ment  interesses,  les  soussign^s  ayant  en  mains  les  interets  des 
importateurs  anglais  ont  l’honneur,  Monsieur  le  Consul-General, 
de  vous  exposer  ce  qui  suit : 

L’opium  dont  la  culture  a fait  de  grands  progres  depuis 
quelques  annees  en  Macedoine,  est  principalement  exporte  pour 
l’Angleterre  et  PAmerique,  pays  qui  partagent  a eux  deux  seuls 
la  presque  totalite  de  la  recolte  com  me  l’atteste  le  tableau 
suivant : — 

En  1889-90  il  a ete  exporte  pour  l’Angleterre  435  caisses  sur 
une  recolte  de  1,035  caisses.  En  1890-91  il  a ete  exporte  pour 
l’Angleterre  560  caisses  sur  une  recolte  de  1,000  caisses.  En 
1892,  350  caisses  ont  ete  dirigees  sur  Londres  sur  un  total  de 
600  caisses  exportees. 

La  plus  grande  partie  importee  par  l’Angleterre  en  opiums 
turcs  est  destinee  soit  a la  pharmacie  pour  la  preparation  de 
certains  medicaments  dont  cette  gomme  est  la  base  principale, 
soit  a la  fabrication  de  la  morphine,  industrie  presque  exclusive  a 
l’Angleterre  par  suite  des  procedes  perfectionnes  qu’elle  y a 
apportes.  Une  partie  de  ces  opiums  donne  egalement  lieu  a des 
transactions  d’exportation  anglaise  dont  le  centre  principal  est  le 
marche  de  Londres.  On  pourrait  evaluer  a 3o0,000  livres 
sterling  le  chiffre  total  des  importations  d’opiums  faites  en 
Angleterre  tant  de  Smyrne  que  de  Salonique. 

Ceci  pose,  nous  nous  permettons,  Monsieur  le  Consul-General, 
de  vous  resumer  quelques  unes  des  consequences  qu’entrainerait 
pour  le  commerce  avec  PAngleterre  d’abord  et  pour  la  culture  de 
ce  produit  ensuite  la  concession  d’un  pared  privilege. 

Comme  tous  les  autres  produits  du  sol,  l’opium  est  greve  en 
Turquie  de  2 taxes  : 

1.  L’impot  de  la  dhne  paye  par  le  cultivateur. 

2.  Le  droit  de  douane  de  1 pour  cent  paye  a Fexportation, 
soit  12J  pour  cent. 

Or  les  maisons  de  Constantinople  qui  s’efForcent  d’obtenir 
le  monopole  font  entrevoir  au  gouvernement  imperial  une 
redevance  annuelle  bien  superieure  au  chiffre  que  le  tresor 
encaisse  comme  produit  des  taxes  susmentionnees. 

Les  concessionnaires  du  monopole  pour  couvrir  cet  excedent 
de  recettes  dont  ils  offrent  la  garantie  au  gouvernement,  et  pour 
se  reserver  un  profit  dans  leurs  operations  dont  la  gestion 
exigerait  des  frais  relativement  clevis,  doivent:  — 

1.  Ou  grever  le  produit  d’une  taxe  bien  superieure  a celle  de 
la  ddne  per9ue  actuellement. 

2.  Ou  exiger  un  droit  de  douane  exorbitant  k la  sortie. 
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3.  Ou  faire  payer  aux  acheteurs  des  prix  bien  plus  eleves  par 
la  libre  concurrence  qui  serait  dtouffee  par  cette  simple  raison 
que  la  compagnie  aurait  concentre  entre  ses  mains  la  vente 
exclusive  et  arbitraire  da  produit. 

Dans  le  premier  casle  cultivateur  qui  deja  retire  un  bien  faible 
profit  de  la  culture  de  l’opium,  les  prix  pratiques  dans  les  deux 
dernieres  campagnes  etant  tombes  a leur  plus  extreme  limite  de 
baisse,  finira  rapidement  par  se  desint6resser  de  la  culture  d’un 
produit  qui  ne  lui  donnerait  que  de  mauvais  resultats,  a moins 
cependant  que  la  compagnie  concessionnaire  n’achete  le  produit 
au  cultivateur  a des  conditions  proportionnees  au  nouvel  impot 
ce  qu’elle  serait  obligee  de  faire  pour  ne  pas  s’exposer  et  voir  la 
production  diminuer  rapidement. 

Dans  le  second  cas,  celui  d’un  droit  a la  sortie,  les  prix  de 
vente  s’en  ressentiront  egalement  en  raison  du  taux  qu’on 
aura  fixe. 

Dans  le  troisi&me  cas,  et  c’est  le  resultat  auquel  vise  le  projet 
de  la  societe,  la  compagnie  exigera  des  importateurs  en  Angleterre 
des  prix  fixes  a son  gre  et  qu’aucune  consideration  ne  pourra 
limiter. 

Quelle  que  soit  la  methode  qu’adopte  le  monopole,  ce  sont 
toujours  les  consommateurs  a l’etranger  et  ceux  de  l’Angleterre 
en  premier  lieu  qui  auront  a souffrir  du  rencherissement  de  la 
matiere  premiere,  motive  d’abord  par  la  redevance  annuelle  a 
laquelle  le  monopole  devra  se  soumettre,  par  le  benefice  que  la 
compagnie  entend  retirer  et  par  les  frais  de  son  administration  et 
par  ceux  indispensables  au  controle. 

Et  malgre  tout,  la  consommation  etrangere  ne  pourra  pas  se 
soustraire  aux  exigences  des  concessionnaires,  car,  bien  que  la 
Perse  produise  annuellement  une  recolte  moyenne  de  5,000 
caisses  presque  lamoitie  de  cette  quantite  se  dirige  vers  la  Chine 
et  2,500  a 3,000  caisses  ne  represented  qu’une  faible  part  de  ce 
que  demande  la  consommation. 

Comme  conclusion  de  ce  qui  precede,  la  concession  de  ce 
monopole  qui  est  encore  a l’etat  de  projet  et  contre  laquelle  il  est 
de  l’interet  du  commerce  et  de  Findustrie  anglaises  de  faire  a 
temps  les  objections  qu’elle  comport  e,  la  concession  de  ce 
monopole  ne  peut  etre  que  prejudiciable  aux  transactions  com- 
merciales  entre  la  Grande- Bretagne  et  la  Turquie. 

Des  requetes  formulees  dans  le  meme  sens  ont  et4  adressees 
aux  Consulats  des  Etats-Unis,  de  llollande  et  d’Espagne,  pays 
Egalement  int£ress6s  a differents  degres  k ce  produit. 

Nous  avons  jug6  de  notre  devoir,  Monsieur  le  Consul-General, 
de  porter  a votre  connaissance  les  considerations  qui  pr6c&dent,  et 
dans  l’espoir  que  vous  voudrez  y accorder  votre  attention,  nous 
vous  pr^sentons,  Monsieur  le  Consul-General,  l’assurance  de  notre 
haute  consideration. 

Salonique,  4 decembre  1892/ 

Les  signatures  suivent : 

&c.,  &c. 
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Annex  J. — Return  of  the  Passenger  and  Goods  Traffic  on  the 
Salonica-Mitrovitza  Railway  during  the  Four  Years  ended 
December  31,  1892. 


Passenger  Traffic. 


1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

dumber  of  passengers. . 

89,133 

93,875 

110,454 

116,368 

Goods  Traffic. 


Traffic. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891. 

1892. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Local  . . 

123,862 

124,500 

182,000 

186,000 

Transit  . . 

4,531 

24,000 

26,000 

28,180 

Total 

128,393 

148,500 

208,000 

214,180 

Cayalla. 


Steamship 

communica- 

tion. 


Imports. 


Mr.  Yice-Consul  Pecchioli  reports  as  follows  : — - 

Four  regular  lines  of  steamers  touch  at  Cavalla,  viz: — 

The  Austro-Hungarian  Lloyd  ; the  English  “ Joly  Yictora”; 
the  Ottoman  Mahsousse;  the  Greek  Pantaleon. 

The  English  Company,  Joly  Yictora,  of  Smyrna,  though 
running  one  small  boat  to  Cavalla,  does  good  business,  importing 
oil,  wine,  fruit,  flour,  metals,  &c.,  from  the  islands  in  the  JEgean, 
Smyrna,  Salonica  and  other  ports  of  Turkey,  and  exporting 
cereals  and  especially  tobacco  for  different  ports  of  Europe  and 
Africa  (vide  Annexes  A,  B,  and  C). 

The  Pantaleon  Hellenic  Company  does  business  in  the  same 
articles. 

The  Ottoman  Mahsousse  Company  does  very  little,  while  the 
Austrian  Lloyd  Company  does  most  work  in  imports  and  exports. 

The  French  Fraissent  Company  has  recently  started  a regular 
weekly  service.  It  is  expected  to  be  chiefly  used  for  importing 
railway  material  for  the  new  Salonica-Constantinople  line,  the 
construction  of  which  has  been  commenced. 

Ttiese  are  continually  increasing  with  the  population  and  the 
rise  in  its  standard  of  comfort.  English  imports  have  for  some 
time  been  from  15,000/.  to  17,000/.  in  value  (vide  Annex  C). 
They  consist  of  the  following  articles : manufactured  cotton  and 
woollen  goods,  yarns,  metals,  and  Dundee  sacks.  English  yarns 
of  coarse  counts  are  losing  ground  on  account  of  the  Greek  and 
Ottoman  mills. 
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English  steamers  export  cereals  and  tobacco  for  different  Exports, 
ports  of  Europe,  and  other  articles  for  Turkey. 

The  exports  carried  in  British  steamers  during  1892  amounted 
to  38,600/.,  against  26,576/.  in  1891.  The  difference  is  entirely 
represented  by  the  increased  exports  of  cereals  and  tobacco. 

The  crops  of  cereals  and  tooacco  promise  to  he  excellent  this  Agriculture 
year.  Agricultural  art  makes  slow  progress,  still  several  Beys  0r  aud  croP3- 
landed  proprietors  have  imported  reaping  machines,  &c.,  from 
England  and  America;  and  in  certain  districts  of  Drama  and 
Serres  the  manufacture  of  cognac  and  improvements  in  the  wines 
are  projected. 

Public  Works . 

There  is  much  to  be  done  under  this  head.  The  repairing  of 
the  provincial  roads  has  happily  been  necessitated  by  the  new 
railway  works  which  will  bring  about  other  improvements  of  the 
same  kind. 

The  bridge  over  the  River  Karasou  between  Cavalla  and 
Xanthi  is  in  a seriously  dangerous  state. 

The  branch  line  of  the  new  railway  will  run,  it  is  rumoured, 
to  Porto-Lagos  and  not  to  Cavalla.  The  latter  place  is  thus 
threatened  with  extinction,  to  escape  which  its  inhabitants  should 
offer  certain  pecuniary  advantages  to  the  railway  company. 

The  construction  of  a small  port  is  also  much  to  be  desired. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  brigand  chiefs,  Stuico  and  publie 
Hassandjik,  public  security  has  been  perfect  in  district  of  Cavalla  security, 
and  in  tnat  of  Drama. 

The  dispute  between  the  tobacco  growers  and  the  u Regie, or 
Government  monopoly,  has  given  rise  to  some  disturbance  at 
Xanthi. 

The  growers  relying  on  the  u Cahier  des  Charges  ” ( the  rules 

p y O O n 

under  which  the  Regie  works)  tried  to  force  their  tobacco  on  the 
Regie,  which,  being  overstocked  already,  did  not  see  its  way  to 
buying  any  more  of  the  expensive  tobaccos.  Regie  officials  were 
threatened  and  telegrams  sent  to  the  Sultan.  For  the  present  the 
growers  have  been  quieted  by  promises. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Cavalla 
during  the  Year  1892. 

Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

73 

10,450 

73 

10,450 

Ottoman  

1,353 

10**004 

45 

35,5'2 

1,398 

45,526 

102,318 

Austrian  

20 

3,003 

98 

99,315 

118 

French  

... 

1 

1,311 

l 

1.311 

Greek  

135 

2*, 204 

51 

9,926 

18G 

12,130 

Samian  

5 

94 

5 

94 

Total  

1,513 

15,305 

238 

156,624 

1,781 

171,829 

C 2 
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Cleared. 


Nationality. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

73 

10,450 

73 

10,4:0 

Ottoman  

1,350 

9,930 

45 

35,522 

1,395 

45,452 

Austrian  

20 

3,003 

98 

99  315 

118 

102,318 

French  

1 

1 311 

1 

1,311 

Greek  

135 

2,204 

51 

9,926 

186 

12,130 

Samian  

5 

94 

5 

94 

Total  

1,510 

15,231 

268 

156,524 

1,778 

171,755 

Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Cavalla  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Cotton  . . 

Tons. 

• • 

£ 

50,000 

Tons. 

£ 

30,000 

Cereals  . . 

• • 

32,000 

• • 

19.250 

Flour  .. 

5,292 

• * 

15,600 

Wool  .. 

3,850 

• • 

3,722 

Tobacco  . 

440,000 

• • 

323,508 

Other  articles  . . 

15,000 

“ 

26,458 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

546,142 

* ‘ 

418,538 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Cavalla  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Sugar  . . 

Tons. 

£ 

26,000 

Tons. 

£ 

23,000 

Cotton  goods  . . 

39,440 

32,000 

Petroleum 

10,000 

8,220 

19,000 

Cereals  . . 

8,400 

10,600 

Coffee  . . 

9,350 

Salt 

17,200 

8,400 

Rice 

1,120 

4,530 

Soap 

1,200 

780 

Metals  . . 

720 

890 

Oil 

24,460 

24,000 

Other  articles  . . 

37,360 

44,275 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

176,500 

•• 

174,445 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  cf  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Cavalla  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain 

38,600 

26,576 

17,600 

16,000 

Turkey 

.90,692 

73,000 

12,800 

16,600 

Austria-Hungary . . 

290,000 

215,850 

85,000 

80,000 

France  . . . . 

9,500 

20,400 

10,000 

9,000 

Germany  . . 

15,000 

14,660 

9,000 

10,145 

Italy  

30,500 

15,310 

8,900 

8,000 

Eoumania . . 

12,000 

11,124 

20,000 

11,200 

Eussia  .. 

21,500 

14,418 

7,000 

6,500 

Spain 

9,300 

7,200 

500 

200 

Other  countries  . . 

29,050 

20,000 

5,700 

16,800 

Total  

546,142 

418,538 

176,500 

174,445 

Janina. 

Mr.  Consular-Agent  Kipriotis  reports  as  follows: — 

Exports. 

The  export  trade  was  greater  than  in  the  preceding  year,  as 
the  district  of  Avlona  exported  a certain  amount  of  native  pro- 
ductions. 

Imports. 

The  import  trade,  too,  was  larger,  which  is  attributed  to  its 
having  received  a greater  impulse  in  that  market. 

These  were  the  same  as  those  of  the  preceding  year,  but  some  Prices  of 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  bills  in  consequence  of  the  Soods* 
non-circulation  of  foreign  silver  and  copper  coins. 

British  trade  is  yearly  increasing,  and  surpasses  that  of  any  British  trade, 
other  country  on  account  of  the  better  quality  of  the  goods,  and 
the  decrease  shown  in  Annex  B is  only  apparent  as  hides  are  not 
comprised  as  in  former  years,  because  the  greater  part  were 
imported  from  Trieste  and  not  from  Aden  via  Malta. 

The  transport  of  goods  continues  to  be  carried  on  by  pack  Communica- 
animals  to  and  from  the  ports  of  Salahora,  Prevesa,  Sayada,  and  tion- 
Santi-Quaranta. 

The  principal  port  for  the  present  is  Salahora,  as  the  distance 
is  shorter  and  the  ground  more  level.  Besides  the  carriage  roads 
that  lead  respectively  to  Prevesa  and  to  Monastir,  a new  one  was 
added  last  year  leading  to  Santi-Quaranta.  But  these  roads  are 
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Cotton. 


only  made  use  of  by  wealthy  people  because  conveyance  is  very 
expensive,  there  being  no  regular  communication  by  “diligence,” 
the  roads  not  being  quite  finished. 

The  cultivation  of  cotton  has  been  commenced  in  the  district 
of  Avlona,  and  according  to  information  received  therefrom  it 
seems  that  it  will  prosper. 


Annex  A.— Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Janina 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


1891. 

1890. 

Articles. 

Quantity.  1 

Value. 

Quantity.  | 

Value. 

Skins 

Number  ... 

700,000 

£ 

28,000 

800,000 

£ 

30,000 

Olive  oil 

Lbs.  ... 

4,000,000 

60.000 

5,000,000  ' 
900,000  j 

68,000 

Wool 

950,000 

19,000 

18,000 

Butter 

J! 

150,000 

4,500 

200,000 

800,000 

... 

4,500 

Cheese 

840,000 

12,600 

12,000 

Citrons 

... 

10,000 

12,000 

Woollen  stuffs 

Bales 

"*340 

8,500 

400 

3,000 

Catile 

... 

14,000 

12,000 

Euckthorn  ... 

Lbs."*  ... 

3,000,000 

4,500 

2, 50*6!  000 

4,000 

Valonea 

,, 

1,500,000 

7,500 

1,200,000 

7,000 

Wheat  (Avlona) 

1,200,000 

9,000 

1 - 

Barley  and  oats 

2,090  000 

4,725 

Maize 

,, 

1,350,000 

3,375 

Linseed 

” 

45,000 

157 

Sesame 

66,000 

198 

Charcoal 

1,200  000 

1,200 

Total 

1 

... 

187,255 

170,500 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Janina 
during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

| 

Quantity.  [ 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Hides  ...  

Number  ... 

13.0C0 

£ 

22,250 

12,000 

£ 

20,000 

Cotton  goods  

Pieces 

150,000 

33,750 

140,000 

33,000 

,,  printed  

Sugar  

Lbs. 

32,000 

12,800 

30,000 

13.000 

2,900,000 
250,  LOO 

29,000 

2,500,000 

25,000 

Coffee  

,, 

12,500 

200,000 

12,500 

Woollen  goods  

Pieces 

1,250 

4,000,000 

1?,5C0 

1,300 

12,500 

Flour  

Lbs. 

25,500 

5,000,000 

25,000 

Petroleum 

boxes 

18,000 

7,200 

16,000 

6,600 

Copper  

Tons 

35 

2,520 

40 

3,400 

Leather  

3,200 

3,500 

Medicines  and  paint  

5,600 

5,000 

Ironware  

Tons 

"300 

3,000 

"*250 

2,500 

Silks 

Pieces 

220 

J ,540 

200 

1,500 

Rice 

Lb-. 

1,060,000 

8,745 

1,100.000 

8,100 

Rum  and  spirits 

,,  ... 

40'  ,000 

3,500 

350,000 

3,100 

Handkerchiefs  

Dozen 

18,000 

3,060 

le, 000 

3,000 

Thread  

Packets  ... 

4,500 

1,800 

4,300 

1,720 

Crockery  and  glass  

3,200 

3.000 

Fezes  

Dozen 

3,000 

1,200 

3",500 

1,400 

Nails 

Lbs. 

5C  0,000 

3,750 

400,000 

3,000 

Paper — 

Cigarette 

Reams 

500 

700 

500 

720 

Brown  

520 

580 

Writing 

800 

820 

Flannel  

Pieces 

"*420 

840 

*’*400 

780 

Other  articles  

41,233 

26,713 

Total  

227,898 

... 

216,433 

SALONICA. 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Janina  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Exports. 

Imports. 

Country. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  ..  .. 

, # 

103,000 

110,000 

Austria-Hungary 

52,000 

60,000 

France 

13,000 

11,000 

Roumania 

600 

1,500 

Switzerland 

, # 

4,100 

5,000 

Italy 

11,400 

10,000 

Russia  . . 

9,000 

5,000 

Germany 

• • 

7,000 

6,000 

Greece  . . . . 

8,220 

6,000 

America 

18,000 

. , 

Other  countries 

1,578 

1,933 

Total 

187,255 

170,500 

227,898 

216,433 

Mona  stir. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Shipley  reports  as  follows  : — 

As  will  be  seen  by  Annex  A there  has  been  an  improvement  Exports  and 
in  Monastir  trade  in  1892,  both  as  regards  exports  and  imports,  imports. 
Generally  speaking  this  improvement  is,  I find,  due  largely  to 
the  fact  that  in  1892  there  was  a somewhat  brisk  movement  in 
the  export  of  agricultural  produce,  especially  of  rye,  which  in 
turn  reacted  favourably  upon  the  purchasing  power  of  the  land- 
owners  and  peasants  generally.  I would,  however,  beg  to  repeat 
the  observation  made  in  a former  report,  viz.,  that  the  figures 
given  for  the  imports  under  Annex  A,  especially  as  regards  the 
quantities,  can  only  be  taken  as  approximate,  no  official  statistics 
being  procurable.  It  should,  moreover,  be  remarked,  with  regard 
to  Annex  B,  that  as  almost  the  whole  of  Monastir  trade  with 
foreign  countries  is  carried  on  through  the  port  of  Salonica,  it  is 
difficult  in  every  case  to  ensure  strict  accuracy  as  to  the  particular 
country  from  which  goods  may  have  originally  come,  this  being 
especially  so  with  regard  to  Austrian  and  German  imports. 


Exports. 

The  briskness  in  the  demand  for  rye  in  1892,  to  which  I have 
alluded  above,  was,  I am  told,  due  to  the  prohibition  by  the 
Russian  Government  in  that  year  of  the  exportation  of  that 
article  of  produce,  and  the  consequent  increased  demand  in  the 
north  of  Europe. 
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Coffee. 


Chemicals. 


Twist. 


Co!  ton  goods. 


Woollen, 
linen,  and 
silk  goods. 


Imports . 

The  principal  articles  of  English  import  in  1892  were — (1) 
coffee;  (2)  chemicals;  (3)  cotton  and  woollen  goods;  (4)  iron 
and  other  metals ; and  (5)  hardware  and  general  ironmongery. 

A slight  decrease  was  observable  in  the  importation  from 
England  of  this  article  in  1892,  3,941/.  worth  having  been 
imported  in  that  year,  as  against  4,197/.  worth  in  1891.  Austrian 
importation,  on  the  other  hand,  increased  from  486/.  in  189  i to 
1,156/.  in  1892.  Austrian  coffee,  though  adulterated  and  a much 
inferior  article,  recommends  itself,  it  appears,  by  its  greater 
cheapness.  The  French  importation  of  coffee  is  comparatively 
insignificant,  and  is  decreasing. 

1,780/.  worth  from  England  in  1892,  as  against  2,850/.  worth 
in  1891,  or  a decrease  of  some  13  per  cent.,  due,  I am  informed, 
to  Austrian  and  German  competition,  especially  the  latter, 
freights  from  Hamburg  being  particularly  favourable  to  this  class 
of  goods. 

This  article,  the  importation  of  which  had  entirely  ceased  in 
1891  owing  to  the  establishment  of  factories  at  Salonica  and 
Niausta,  has  again  made  its  appearance  among  English  imports  in 
189^  to  the  amount  of  1,415/. ; a certain  quantity,  it  appears,  of 
the  very  finest  quality  which  is  made  in  England  only  having  been 
in  demand. 

The  trade  in  these  goods  with  England  is  a particularly  satis- 
factory one,  52,675/.  worth  out  of  a total  of  53,020/.,  or  practically 
the  whole,  having  been  imported  from  the  latter  country  in  1892. 
This  result  is  the  more  encouraging,  as  Austrian  competition 
which  had  begun  to  make  itself  felt,  especially  in  cotton  prints, 
has  not  been  able  to  maintain  itself,  the  latter  country  exporting, 
in  1892,  only  345/.  worth  of  goods  as  against  no  less  than  10,000/. 
in  1891.  The  reason  of  this,  I am  informed,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
great  superiority  of  the  colours  of  the  prints  sent  out  from 
England ; the  colours  in  those  sent  out  from  Austria  though  un- 
doubtedly pretty  to  look  at  at  first  sight,  becoming  totally  un- 
recognisable after  having  been  once  or  twice  washed. 

The  greater  part  of  the  trade  in  these  goods  is  in  the  hands  of 
Austrian  and  German  manufacturers,  who,  in  1892,  sent  some 
35,000/.  worth  out  of  a total  of  50,985/.  Switzerland  and 
England  coming  next  with  6,510/.  and  6,300/.  respectively. 
A feature  in  connection  with  the  Monastir  trade  in  cloth  stuffs  is 
that,  contrary  to  what  is  usually  the  case,  it  is  the  inferior  article 
which  is  supplied  by  England.  The  latter  country,  it  is  true, 
furnishes  an  article  of  very  superior  make  also,  but  only  in  very 
small  quantity,  owing  to  the  high  price  demanded  for  it.  The 
trade  in  the  medium  quality  of  cloth  stufis,  which  are  most  in 
demand,  seems  to  be  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Austrian  and  German 
manufacturers. 

I am,  however,  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  a representa- 
tive of  an  English  finn  of  shippers  and  exporters  has  recently 
visited  Monastir  with  the  object  of  endeavouring  to  introduce  an 
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English  cloth  of  somewhat  the  same  quality  and  price  with  a fair 
prospect,  that  gentleman  has  informed  me  of  ultimate  success. 

Before  leaving  this  class  of  goods  it  may  not  be  without  interest 
to  note  that  the  reason  of  the  preference  shown  for  one  kind  of 
Austrian  cloth  stuffs  is  the  brilliancy  of  colour  which  manu- 
facturers of  the  latter  country  succeed  in  imparting  to  their  goods, 
and  which,  it  appears,  is  in  great  request  among  Turkish  buyers. 

An  instance  of  this  is  the  well-known  red  Turkish  fezes  or  caps, 
of  which  considerably  more  than  3,000/.  worth  were  imported 
from  Austria  in  1892. 

The  importation  of  raw  iron  from  England  rose  slightly  in  !ron  ancl 
1892,  being  4,670/.  in  that  year,  as  against  3 ,5y2/.  in  1891.  The  other  mefcals- 
statistics,  however,  with  regard  to  this  article  cannot  be  regarded 
as  altogether  trustworthy,  owing  to  the  difficulty  already  alluded 
to  of  distinguishing  the  country  of  origin,  it  being  very  possible 
that  some  of  the  iron  put  down  to  England  may  in  reality  be 
from  Belgium.  The  importation  of  copper  which  is  an  exclusively 
English  article  diminished  slightly  in  1892,  2,190/.  worth  having 
been  imported  in  that  year  as  against  2,298/.  in  1891. 

The  demand  for  this  class  of  goods,  as  will  have  been  seen  from  Hardwareand 
Annex  B.,  remained  practically  the  same  in  1892  as  in  1891.  Of  general 
the  total  quantity  imported  in  1892,  about  50  per  cent,  came  from  ironmonSeiy* 
Austria,  25  per  cent,  from  England,  15  per  cent,  from  Germany, 
and  the  remainder  from  France  and  Belgium.  Of  English  origin 
were  sewing  machines  (2,448/.),  pumps  of  the  smaller  kind,  a few 
tools  such  as  saws  of  the  better  quality,  iron  bedsteads  and 
machinery  fittings.  The  trade  in  what  may  be  called  the  small 
articles  of  general  ironmongery  is  entirely  monopolised  by 
Austrian  and  German  manufacturers,  the  reason  given  for  the 
absence  of  English  competition  being  the  usual  one,  viz.,  the  ex- 
cessively low  price  of  the  Austrian  and  German  article  which 
tempts  buyers,  notwithstanding  the  shoddy  nature  of  the  goods 
themselves. 

Amoug  these  may  be  mentioned  alcohol,  sugar,  and  paper,  in  Other 
ail  of  which  Austria  enjoys  a practical  monopoly.  Leather,  of  imPorts- 
which  the  better  quality  comes  from  France  ; clocks  and  watches 
from  Switzerland  ; crockery  and  porcelain  from  Italy  ; and  tobacco, 
salt,  soap,  and  drysalteries  from  other  parts  of  Turkey. 


The  Salo7iica-Mo7iasiir  Railway . 

This  line,  of  a total  length  of  slightly  over  218  kiloms.,  will, 
it  is  now  stated,  be  opened  for  traffic  on  the  1st  of  April  next, 
though  this  would  appear  to  be  somewhat  doubtful  judging  by 
the  reports  which  have  been  recently  circulating  to  the  effect  that 
a further  extension  of  time  has  been  applied  for  by  the  Company 
undertaking  the  work  of  construction.  As  regards  the  effect 
which  the  opening  of  the  new  line  may  be  expected  to  exercise 
upon  the  development  of  the  trade  of  the  Monastir  Vilayet  it  is 
too  soon  to  attempt  to  speak  with  any  certainty.  One  of  the 
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results,  however,  will  of  course  be  to  enormously  increase  the 
facilities  of  communication  between  this  town  and  Salonica.  At 
present  by  far  the  greater  part  of  all  goods  for  Monastir  are  con- 
veyed in  the  first  place  by  rail  from  Salonica  to  Gratzko  on  the 
Salonica-Belgrade  line,  a distance  of  some  167  kiloms.,  whence 
they  are  further  transported  by  road  to  their  destination  at 
Monastir,  the  whole  time  occupied  on  the  journey  varying  from 
8 days  to  3 and  even  4 weeks  according  to  the  season  of  the  year. 
On  the  other  hand,  by  the  new  direct  line  from  Salonica  to 
Monastir,  of  which  the  length,  as  already  stated,  will  be  slightly 
over  218  kiloms.,  goods  should  net  under  ordinary  circumstances 
occupy  much  more  than  a day  in  actual  transit.  The  cost  more- 
over of  transport  under  the  present  system  may  be  expected  to 
be  considerably  reduced,  though  to  what  extent  this  may  be  the 
case  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  say  until  it  is  known  what  tariff 
will  be  applied  by  those  responsible  for  the  management  of  the 
new  Salonica-Monastir  line.  The  rates  by  the  existing  Gratzko 
route  for  the  three  main  categories  of  English  goods  are  as  follows, 
viz. : — 

Class  1.  (Raw  iron  and  other  metals)  As.  7f d.  per  100  kilos., 
of  "which  the  railway  charge  from  Salonica  to  Gratzko  amounts 
to  Is.  l/o d.,  the  remainder  being  for  conveyance  by  road  from 
Gratzko  to  Monastir. 

Class  II. — (l  olonial  produce  and  general  ironmongery) 
4s.  11  \d.  per  100  kilos.,  of  which  the  railway  charge  as  above 
amounts  to  Is.  4§-| d. 

Class  III. — (Manufactures  of  all  kinds,  woollen  and  cotton 
goods,  &c.)  5s.  per  100  kilos.,  of  which  the  railway  claims 
Is.  8 ^d. 

The  above  rates  it  should  be  noted,  as  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  railway  between  Salonica  and  Gratzko,  are  applicable  to 
quantities  of  5,000  kilos,  and  upwards  only,  for  quantities  under 
5,000  kilos,  an  additional  charge  per  100  kilos,  is  made  of  8 d. 
for  goods  under  Class  I,  of  4-i-fd.  for  goods  under  Class  II,  and 
4 \d.  for  goods  under  Class  III. 

As  the  new  Salonica-Monastir  line  with  a length  of  slightly 
over  218  kiloms.  will  only  be  some  51  kiloms.  longer  than  the  portion 
of  the  railway  from  Salonica  to  Gratzko,  over  which  goods  for 
Monastir  have  already  to  pass,  and  which,  as  above  stated,  has  a 
length  of  167  kiloms.,  and  as  the  journey  by  road  from  that  station 
to  Monastir  "which  forms  such  a serious  item  in  the  cost  of 
transport  will,  of  course,  be  entirely  done  away  with,  it  is  evident 
that  with  the  opening  of  the  new  line  a not  inconsiderable  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  transport  maybe  looked  tor.  In  fact,  if 
the  same  tariff  were  to  be  applied  on  the  new  line  as  the  one  now 
in  force  on  the  existing  line  from  Salonica  to  Gratzko,  goods 
could  be  conveyed  from  Salonica  to  Monastir  at  almost  one-third 
of  the  present  cost,  viz.,  for  goods  under  Class  I,  l.v.  b\d.  per  100 
kilos,  instead  of  4.9.  7 \d.  as  at  present  paid.  Similarly  for  goods 
under  Classes  II  and  III  the  charges  would  be  Is.  10 d.  and 
2s.  3 d.  per  100  kilos,  respectively,  instead  of  4s.  11  \d.  and 
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5s.  6^d.  per  100  kilos,  as  now*  charged,  the  length  of  the 
Salonica-Monastir  line  being  reckoned  for  tariff  purposes  at 
219  kiloms.  In  all  estimates,  however,  as  to  what  the  goods  rates 
are  in  reality  likely  to  be  on  the  new  Salonica-Monastir  line,  the 
fact  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  that  the  tariff  on  the 
Salonica-Gratzko  section,  which  I have  taken  above  as  a basis,  is 
not  the  ordinary  scale  adopted  by  the  company  working  that 
section,  but  is  an  exceptionally  low  one  forced  upon  the  company 
in  question  by  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  competition  by  the 
old  trade  route  from  Salonica  to  Monas tir  by  road,  through 
Vodena.  The  latter  consideration  will  evidently  lose  a great 
part  of  its  weight  when  the  rates  on  the  new  direct  line  between 
Salonica  and  Monastir  come  to  be  finally  decided  upon,  and, 
therefore,  although  a reduction  in  the  tariff  is  certainly  hoped  for 
by  Monastir  merchants  it  is  extremely  unlikely  to  be  anything  so 
considerable  as  the  comparison  which  I have  drawn  above  would 
lead  one  to  suppose.  I may  perhaps  mention,  as  I have  referred 
to  the  old  trade  route  by  road  between  Salonica  and  Monastir, 
and  which,  of  course,  will  always  exist  though  likely  to  be  little 
used  when  the  new  line  has  been  opened,  that  it  is  principally 
used  for  the  transport  of  the  raw  produce  exported  from  the 
Vilayet,  and  that  the  rates  payable  for  goods  from  Salonica  to 
Monastir  vary  somewhat  according  to  the  number  of  pack-horses 
or  waggons  available  at  Salonica  for  the  return  journey  to 
Monastir.  On  an  average,  however,  the  rates  for  the  route  in 
question  may  be  put  down  in  the  aggregate  as  about  the  same  as 
those  by  the  Gratzko  route,  the  charges,  nevertheless,  for  the 
transport  of  goods  by  pack-horses  being  a little  higher  owing  to 
the  shorter  time  occupied  in  transit. 

With  the  completion  of  the  Salonica-Monastir  line  it  is  hoped  Establish- 
that  the  Imperial  Government  may  be  induced  to  consent  to  the  ment  of 
establishment  of  a custom-house  at  Monastir,  thus  enabling  goods  ^tg°emafc 
from  abroad  to  be  brought  direct  to  the  latter  place  without  the  Monastir. 
usual  stoppages  at  Salonica,  thereby  effecting  a saving  of  1J  per 
cent.,  and  in  some  instances  as  much  as  3 per  cent,  in  commission 
charges.  The  advantages  of  this  saving  to  Monastir  merchants 
are  too  obvious  to  need  much  recapitulation,  but  I might  point 
out  that  it  becomes  a matter  of  additional  importance  to  the 
latter  to  secure  them  owing  to  the  fact  that  under  the  new  state 
of  things  (I  refer  to  the  opening  of  the  new  line)  Monastir  is 
expected  to  serve  as  a sort  of  general  emporium  for  other  centres 
of  the  Vilayet,  such  as  Perlepe,  Dibra,  and  possibly  also  Kortcha 
(Korytza),  the  greater  part  of  the  trade  of  which  places  now 
finds  its  way  to  Salonica  through  other  channels.  The  establish- 
ment of  a custom-house  would,  moreover,  be  of  direct  benefit  to 
English  trade  with  Monastir,  not  only  by  the  increased  facilities 
in  transit  which  would  thereby  ensue,  but  also  by  the  impulse 
which  it  might  be  expected  to  give  to  the  establishment  of  direct 
business  relations  between  English  firms  and  Monastir  merchants, 
of  the  necessity  of  which  I have  spoken  in  a former  report. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  such  a custom-house 
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would  be  the  opposition  which  it  would  be  likely  to  meet  with 
from  certain  of  the  Salonica  firms  whose  interests  would  thereby 
be  affected,  but  if  this  can  be  overcome  there  is,  as  far  as  I am 
aware,  no  other  reason  why  the  privilege  in  question  should  not 
be  granted. 

At  Uscub,  I learn,  which  is  some  4 hours’  distant  by  rail 
from  the  Turco-Servian  frontier,  a custom-house  has  already  been 
established,  a precedent  which  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  use  of 
as  an  argument  in  favour  of  conferring  a similar  boon  upon 
Monastir. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Monastir  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Rye 

Corn 

Flour 

Hides  and  skins  

Miscellaneous  

Lbs. 

n ••• 

Pieces 
Lbs.  ..  j 

5,779,470 

798,780 

3,582,520 

220,000 

26,455 

£ 

14,950 

2,384 

12,500 

16,255 

1,030 

4,232,880 

723,120 

4,478,150 

200,000 

26,000 

£ 

12,350 

2.350 

15^625 

14,772 

1,000 

Total  

... 

47,119 

46,097 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Monastir  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Lbs. 

£ 

Lbs. 

£ 

Alcohol . . 

458,080 

4,036 

414,250 

6,001 

Coffee  . . . . . . 

157,190 

5,321 

154,590 

5,233 

Sugar  . . 

1,86^510 

15,357 

1,690,730 

13,181 

Tobacco  . . . . j 

21 1,640  : 

48, "00 

198,420 

44,975 

Salt  . . . . . . | 

2,173,100 

4,300 

1,849,680 

4,123 

Petroleum  . . . . I 

1,52*,  820 

3,6  80 

1,867,320 

305,530 

5,119 

Soap  . . . . . . | 

Groceries  and  dry- 

745,050 

8,300 

4,081 

salteries 

906,420 

20,017 

1,009,280 

19,396 

Chemicals  . . . . 

287,510 

10,880 

251,990 

9,536 

Leather  . 

171.850 

13,336 

113,980 

8,036 

It  iw  skins  . . . . 

34,540 

1,300 

74,960 

5,400 

Cotton,  raw  . . . . 

27,780 

283,520 

381 

48,280 

722 

twist  .. 

9,616 

116,400 

4,988 

Iron  and  other  metals. . 
Hardware  and  general 

1,411,370  | 

9,173 

1,089,530 

10,955 

ironmongery  . 

620,450 

18,340 

717,600 

18,460 

Paper  . . 

276,000 

7,600 

198,410 

7,100 

58,550 

Cotton  goods  . . 
Woollen,  linen,  and  silk 

854,000 

53,020 

916,460 

goods’. . 

822,000  ! 

50,985 

378,310 

23,550 

Glassware 

263,350  ; 

4,620 

161,380 

3,356 

Other  articles  .. 

620,450  1 

7,450 

499,570 

9,958 

Total 

13,752,530 

296,212 

12,116,670 

262,720 
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Annex  B. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Monastir  from  and  to 
Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

i 

1892. 

1891. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Inland  * . . . . . . 

47,119 

45,097 

92,974 

83,220 

Great  Britain 

78,448 

68,060 

Austria 

74,980 

68,997 

France 

17,973 

15,423 

Germany 

14,181 

4,294 

Switzerland  . . . . 

7,860 

4,539 

Russia  ..  .. 

3,823 

5,582 

Belgium  . . 

2,954 

5,562 

Italy  

1,800 

. . 

Greece 

799 

1,455 

Other  countries 

420 

5,588 

Total 

•• 

47,119 

45,097 

296,212 

262,720 

Prevesa. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Blakeney  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  last  year  was  much  about  the  same  as  that  of 
the  preceding  year  (1890),  but  with  a slight  falling-off  both  in 
exports  and  imports. 

As  regards  exports,  the  severity  of  the  winter,  and  later  on 
the  small-pox,  destroyed  a great  number  of  sheep,  and  this 
naturally  diminished  the  amount  of  wool  and  cheese,  as  well  as 
the  number  of  skins  which  are  yearly  exported.  On  the  other 
hand,  however,  the  fisheries  produced  a great  deal  more  fish  and 
fish-roe,  so  that  the  total  value  of  exports  was  not  so  small  as  it 
would  have  been,  besides  500  barrels  of  olive  oil  were  exported 
more  than  in  1890  (vide  Annexes  B and  C). 

Conveyance  by  carriage  to  and  from  Janina,  the  capital  of 
Epirus,  is  only  available  to  those  who  can  afford  it,  as  the  price 
for  a carriage  is  very  high,  and  goods,  as  a rule,  are  carried  on 
horseback;  but  one  or  two  carts  drawn  by  horses,  and  one  or  two 
more  drawn  by  buffaloes,  are  sometimes  employed. 

The  Austrian  Lloyd’s  steamers  have  ceased  to  call  at  Salahora, 
as  all  the  trade  of  that  port,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  trade  of 
Prevesa,  is  carried  on  by  the  Greek  steamers,  and  were  it  not  for 
the  mails  I believe  they  would  cease  to  call  even  at  Prevesa. 


Trade  in 
general. 

Exports. 


Communica- 

tion. 
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Annex  A. —Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Prevesa 
during  the  ^ear  1891. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Ottoman  

604 

3,882 

24 

25,187 

628 

29,069 

Austro-Hungarian 

2 

243 

96 

49,962 

98 

50,210 

Italian 

4 

380 

4 

380 

Greek  

408 

6,550 

223 

59,120 

636 

65,670 

Montenegrin 

1 

280 

1 

280 

Total  

1,019 

11,360 

318 

134,269 

1,367 

145,609 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

1,227 

177,235 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Ottoman  

589 

3,700 

27” 

25,187 

613 

28,887 

Austro-Hungarian 

2 

248 

96 

49,962 

98 

50, no 

Italian  

4 

380 

4 

380 

Greek  

401 

6,340 

228 

59,120 

629 

65,460 

Montenegrin 

401 

280 

1 

280 

Total  1 

„ for  the  year 
preceding 

997 

10,928 

348 

134,269 

1,345 

145,217 

... 

1,227 

177,235 

Annex  B.  — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from 
Prevesa  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 


Wool 

Lbs. 

Skins 

Number  ... 

Butter 

Lbs. 

Olive  oil 

Barrels  ... 

Cheese 

Lbs. 

Fish 

t } ••• 

Fish-roe 

• •• 

Valonea 

»»  ••• 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

150,000 

150,000 

£ 

2,600 

6,500 

180,000 

200,000 

£ 

2,900 

7,000 

L000 

200,000 

150,000 

7,000 

80,000 

14*000 
2,440 
2,000 
1,000 
. 800 

6^500 

270.000 

110.000 
6,000 

80,000 

13^000 
3,  .100 
1,500 
1,000 
800 

29,340 

... 

29,500 

Total 
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Return  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Import  to  Prevesa  during 
the  Years  1891-90. 


Articles. 

1891. 

1890. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

£ 

Leather  

|M 

2,000 

2,000 

Cotton  goods 

Pieces 

*8,000 

4,000 

fooo 

3,500 

Woollen  goods 

,, 

2,500 

2,500 

2,000 

2,000 

Sugar  

Lbs. 

400,000 

3,500 

400,000 

3,500 

Coffee  

)) 

50,000 

3,500 

50,000 

3,500 

Flour  

2,000,000 

9,000 

2,200,000 

10,000 

Petroleum 

Boxes 

5,000 

2,000 

5,500 

2,100 

Paper  

600 

Timber  

• •• 

1,1C0 

Other  articles 

... 

4*000 

4,500 

Total 

... 

32,300 

32,800 

A.m»ex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles 
Exported  from  and  Imported  to  Prevesa  from  and  to  Foreign 
Countries  during  the  Years  1891-90. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1890. 

1891. 

1890. 

Great  Britain  . . 

£ 

1,800 

£ 

1,300  i 

£ 

6,000 

£ 

5,500 

Austria-Hungary 

8,600 

9,000 

12,500 

13,000 

France  . . 

1,700 

1,500 

8,000 

9,000 

Italy  . . 

1,800 

1,800 

1,200 

1,000 

Greece  . . 

1,800 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

Roumania 

1,600 

2,000 

11,900 

1,000 

1,500 

Other  countries 

12,040 

1,600 

800 

Total 

•• 

29,340 

29,500 

32,300 

32,800 
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9 9 

, , 

id. 

1252.  Bushire 

..  2d. 

1310.  Salonica 

.. 

.. 

21  d« 
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Consul-General  Joel  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Valparaiso , September  10,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  to  your  Lordship  a 
Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  District  of  this 
Consulate-General  for  the  year  1892. 

I regret  my  inability  to  furnish  this  Report  at  an  earlier  date, 
it  being  impossible  to  obtain  the  necessary  statistics,  as  the 
Government  Returns,,  in  detail,  for  a given  year,  are  seldom 
published  until  the  termination  of  the  succeeding  year. 

If,  when  the  Government  Returns  are  published,  there  should 
be  any  matter  of  interest,  not  embodied  in  this  Report,  I will 
transmit  to  your  Lordship  a supplementary  Report. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  LEWIS  JOEL. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  the  Consular  District  of 
Valparaiso  for  the  Year  1892. 
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Cost  of  the 
civil  war. 


Introductory . 

The  civil  w:ir  which  was  inaugurated  on  January  7,  1891, 
terminated  with  the  battle  of  the  Heights  of  Valparaiso  on 
August  28,  1891,  and  the  subsequent  abdication  of  the  Dictator 
Balmaceda  placed  the  entire  country  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
victorious  Constitutional  party.  The  establishment  of  the  new 
regime  was  looked  upon  by  the  mercantile  community  as  an 
augury  of  coming  prosperity,  and  a largely  augmented  trade,  in 
the  near  future,  was  considered  assured.  Large  orders  for 
merchandise  of  all  kinds  were  consequently  sent  to  Europe,  and 
the  first  10  months  of  the  year  saw  the  fulfilment  of  these  ex- 
pectations. Then  a reaction  set  in,  brought  about  by  an  over- 
stocked market,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  ordering  of 
merchandise  from  Europe  after  the  wants  of  the  market  had  been 
supplied.  The  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency,  and  the 
violent  fluctuations  in  exchange  on  Europe,  were  no  doubt  con- 
tributory causes  to  the  decline  in  trade  during  the  last  2 months 
of  1892. 

The  purchase  power  of  the  paper  dollar  in  payment  of  bills  of 
exchange  on  Europe  was,  in  January,  1891,  2s.  During  the 
civil  war  it  fell  at  one  time  as  low  as  Is.  3 d.,  but  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  it  stood  at  Is.  4 \d.  Then  a better  feeling  pre- 
vailed, and  from  then  till  the  end  of  the  year  the  value  fluctuated 
between  Is.  6d.  and  Is.  8 d.  The  value  of  the  dollar  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1892  was  Is.  l\d .,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  after  serious  fluctuations,  it  was  quoted  at  Is.  5d. 

The  Government  which  had  recentl}’  acceded  to  power  had  to 
encounter  the  great  difficulty  of  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  the 
civil  war.  The  expenditure  of  the  Government  of  Balmaceda  on 
account  of  the  war  was  about  72,000,000  dob,  and  that  of  the 
Constitutional  party  about  30,000,000  dol.  The  total  sum  had 
to  be  provided  for. 

(Note. — The  equivalent  of  these  figures  in  sterling  cannot  be 
given  as  the  value  of  the  paper  dollar  at  the  commencement  of 
the  civil  war,  January,  1891,  was  2s.,  whereas  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  it  had  declined  to  Is.  4 £d.) 
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When  the  first  issue  of  28,000,000  of  Government  paper 
dollars  was  made,  in  1878,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Peru- 
Chilian  War,  the  silver  dollar,  then  in  circulation,  had  a value  of 
3s.  2d.,  and  the  paper  dollar  was  issued  as  its  equivalent.  During 
the  recent  civil  war  Balmaceda  issued  a further  20,000,000  of 
paper  dollars. 

To  meet  the  pressing  demands  on  the  recently  installed 
Government  a loan  in  Europe  was  resorted  to,  but  this  was 
absorbed  in  liquidating  the  enormous  indebtedness  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  banks  at  Santiago  and  Valparaiso,  in  the  partial 
retirement  of  the  over  issue  of  paper  dollars  by  Balmaceda,  and 
in  payment  of  munition  of  war. 

The  financial  policy  of  the  Government  of  President  Moutt  is 
to  resume  specie  payment  on  July  1,  1896,  by  the  coinage  of 
gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  value  of  2s.  to  the  dollar.  English  and 
Australian  sovereigns  to  pass  current  as  ten  such  dollars.  The 
date  given  above  for  the  redemption  of  the  paper  currency  may 
be  anticipated  by  6 months,  if  the  average  rate  of  exchange  during 
the  previous  6 months  should  not  have  been  below  Is.  10 d.  to  the 
dollar.  This  contingency  is  extremely  problematical,  as  the  value 
of  the  paper  dollar  has  continued  to  decline  since  the  publication 
of  this  law. 

If  holders  of  paper  currency,  at  the  date  of  this  proposed 
redemption  of  specie  payment,  decline  to  convert  their  paper 
currency  at  that  rate,  they  will,  by  waiting  till  December  31, 
1899,  be  entitled  to  convert  at  the  equivalent  value  of  the  silver 
dollar  of  25  grams  -^ths  fine,  identical  with  the  silver  dollar  in 
circulation  when  the  original  issue  of  the  paper  dollar  was  made, 
which,  at  that  time,  had  a value  of  3s.  2d .,  but  the  serious  decline 
in  the  value  of  silver  since  then  would  render  doubtful  the  value 
of  the  silver  dollar  on  December  31,  1899,  so  that  it  is  very 
probable  that  the  holders  of  paper  currency  will  elect  to  convert 
on  the  gold  base  of  2s.  to  the  dollar,  rather  than  wait  till 
December,  1899,  fora  doubtful  increase  in  the  value  of  the  paper 
dollar  at  that  date. 

From  January  1,  1897,  the  paper  currency  will  cease  to  be  a 
legal  tender. 

Imports. 

Valparaiso  is  the  commercial  centre  from  which  a large  portion 
of  the  merchandise  imported  is  distributed  to  the  ports  on  the 
coast,  and  the  towns  in  the  interior.  The  principal  British 
imports  are : printed,  white,  and  unbleached  cotton  goods,  woollen 
manufactures,  carpets,  hardware,  rails  and  railroad  iron,  coal,  bags 
for  grain  and  minerals,  candles,  tea,  boots  and  shoes,  beer,  spirits, &c. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  of  the  .Republic  fcr  the  year 
1892  was  12,350,491/.,  as  compared  with  10,083,416/.  in  1891, 
and  with  10,749,106/.  in  1890. 

The  imports  at  the  port  of  Valparaiso  during  1892  were  to 
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the  value  of  8,474,855/.,  as  compared  with  6,477,960/.  in  1891, 
and  7,412,327/.  in  1890. 

(In  consequence  of  the  custom-house  statistics,  in  detail,  not 
having  yet  been  published,  I am  unable  to  give  a statement  of 
the  quantities  and  values  of  each  particular  article,  except  as 
regards  coal,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  Messrs.  Jackson 
Brothers,  and  their  tabulated  statement  is  hereunto  annexed  marked 
A.) 


Exports . 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  from  all  ports  in  the  Republic  in 
1892  was  10,165,797/.,  as  compared  with  10,402,786/.  in  1891,  and 
10,828,635/.  in  1890.  These  figures  show  that  there  was  an 
excess  of  imports  over  exports  in  1892  to  the  amount  of 
2,245,694/.,  as  compared  with  a balance  of  trade  in  favour  of  this 
country  of  319,370/.  in  1891,  and  of  79,529 /.  in  1890. 

The  table  annexed,  marked  B,  gives  a detailed  statement  of 
the  articles,  quantities  and  values  of  the  exports  of  the  .Republic 
during  the  3 years  under  review. 

The  cultivation  and  export  of  cereals,  especially  wheat,  in  the 
southern  part  of  Chile,  is  a most  important  and  increasing  industry. 
Comparatively  large  as  the  production  is  at  present,  in  view  of  the 
area  eligible  for  cultivation,  it  could  be  considerably  increased  by 
the  use  of  modern  agricultural  machinery  and  appliances. 
Talcahuano  is  the  principal  port  of  shipment,  and  except  in  winter, 
when  northers  prevail,  which  is  unfortunately  the  wheat  shipping 
season,  it  is  an  excellent  and  safe  port  of  embarkation.  The 
quantity  of  wheat  exported  in  1890,  according  to  official  figures, 
was  28,521  tons  of  the  value  of  185,386/. ; in  1891,  the  quantity 
had  increased  to  175,244  tons  of  the  value  of  1,216,738/.,  but  it 
declined  to  143,506  tons  of  the  value  of  858,036/.  in  1892.  The 
decreased  export  in  1892,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year, 
was  not  caused  by  a lesser  area  under  cultivation,  nor  by  a lesser 
yield,  but  was  consequent  on  the  unfavourable  weather  at  harvest 
time,  which  rendered  much  of  the  grain  unfit  for  shipment. 

(Note. — The  values  given  above  differ  from  the  official  values 
which  are  calculated  at  a fixed  price.  Those  I have  given  repre- 
sent the  fluctuations  of  the  market.) 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  barley  exported  i3  in  about 
the  same  ratio  as  wheat  for  the  years  under  review.  In  1890, 
it  was  5,961  tons  of  the  value  of  35,769/.,  and  this  rose  to  13,634 
tons  of  the  value  of  65,383/.  in  1891,  and  in  1892  it  was  12,944 
tons  of  the  value  of  72,670/.  The  barley  produced  is  almost  ex- 
clusively shipped  to  ports  in  Atacama  and  Tarapaca  where  it  is 
used  as  fodder  for  animals  in  the  mining  and  nitrate  districts.  It 
is  only  when  there  is  an  unmanageable  excess  in  the  production  of 
this  cereal  that  it  is  exported  to  Europe,  although  there  is  always 
a small  quantity  of  the  variety  called  Chevalier  barley  shipped  to 
Great  Britain  which  is  used  by  maltsters. 
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The  total  number  of  British  ships,  steam,  and  sail,  entered  at  British  ships 
the  port  of  Valparaiso  during  1892  was  465  of  the  aggregate  and 

tonnage  of  588,557  tons.  While  438  vessels  cleared  of  the  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  590,771  tons. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  of  ail  nations  entered  at  this  port  Total 
in  1892  was  1,258  of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  1,343,047  tons.  ^nnation^ 
Those  cleared  were  1,254  of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  1,344,729 
tons. 

The  table  marked  C gives  the  number  of  vessels,  their  Tabulated 
nationality  and  tonnage,  entered  and  cleared  at  this  port  in  1892.  ^aeijnent  m 

Freights . 

The  shipping  interest  was  very  depressed  during  1892,  as  Low  freights 
freights  ruled  low  throughout  the  year.  ruled  in  1892. 

The  following  is  a comparative  statement  of  the  average  rates 
during  the  years  1891  and  1892  - 


1891. 

1892. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Cargoes  of  wheat — 

Orders,  United  Kingdom  . . 

1 11  3 

17  6 

Continent  . . 

1 16  3 

1 12  6 

Nitrate  of  soda — 

Hampton  Roads  .. 

1 10  0 

14  0 

United  Kingdom  .. 

2 0 0 

1 5 0 

Continent  . . 

2 2 6 

1 7 6 

General  Review . 

Although  the  year  1892  closed,  as  1 have  before  stated,  with  Depression  in 
a marked  depression  in  trade.  I believe  that  this  depression  is  trade  with 
temporary,  and  that  when  the  over-stocked  market  is  relieved,  we^cios(ul 
trade  will  improve.  The  country  is  sound,  and  its  resources  are  beHeved^to  be 
great,  but  the  effects  of  the  civil  war  are  still  seriously  felt  by  the  temporary, 
mercantile  community.  Ido  not  presume  to  give  advice  to  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  engaged  in  trade  with  the  coast,  as  1 

they  are  well  represented  by  their  branch  houses  or  agents  here,  Merchants 
but  there  is  one  point  I desire  to  suggest  to  them,  and  it  is  that  should  observe 
they  should  observe  the  greatest  prudence  in  their  transactions  ^“irence  111 
with  this  country  until  the  vexed  question  of  the  paper  currency  transactions 
is  finally  set  at  rest.  with  this 

country. 


Annex  A. — Return  of  Import  of  Coal  during  the  Year  1892. 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Articles  of  Export  during  the  Years  1890-92. 
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Caldera. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Beazley  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  province  has  suffered  extremely  from  the  want  of  labour. 
Many  mines  are  only  able  to  work  at  less  than  half  their 
capacity  in  consequence  of  this  dearth  of  men.  It  is  at  the  same 
time  very  natural  that  the  Peones  should  prefer  the  easier  life  of 
the  south  to  that  of  the  incessant  toil  of  a miner. 

The  lowness  of  exchange,  although  preventing  the  merchant 
from  holding  large  stocks,  is  very  favourable  to  the  miners, 
buyers  being  able  to  offer  very  high  prices  in  dollars.  The  pro- 
duction of  copper  has  been  maintained.  The  smelters  have  had 
the  advantage  of  exceptionally  low  freights  to  Europe,  shipments 
having  been  made  by  steamer  in  bulk  at  16s.  per  ton. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  importation  from  Germany  has 
increased  enormously  in  proportion  to  former  years.  The  imports 
consist  mostly  of  sugar — in  fact,  all  the  consumption  of  that 
article  is  monopolised  by  German  production. 

The  trade  in  cattle  with  Argentine  has  also  been  exceptionally 
large,  owing  to  the  Copiapo  Valley  being  better  provided  this 
year  with  pasturage,  the  effects  of  the  drought,  so  much  felt  in 
the  south,  being  nil  in  .the  district.  The  great  feasibility  of  the 
road  over  the  mountains  was  manifested  in  a striking  manner  by 
the  passage  across  of  a Copiapo  merchant  in  eight  days  from 
Tinnogasta  to  the  port,  travelling  in  a heavy  coach  the  whole  of 
the  distance. 

The  banks  of  Edward’s  and  of  Santiago  have  opened  offices, 
thus  facilitating  the  commerce  in  a very  great  degree.  The  rail- 
way company  has  done  fairly  well,  paying  a dividend  of  4 per 
cent. 

Of  the  mining  industries  the  u Dulcinea  ” is,  as  usual,  to  the 
fore  with  its  steady  production.  Important  opening  up  work  is 
being  carried  on  in  the  Lomas  Bagu  district,  giving  great  pro- 
mises for  this  long-neglected  group.  The  production  of  gold  is 
steadily  on  the  increase,  and  there  is  little  doubt  but  that  some 
day  it  will  prove  the  best  of  the  industries. 

An  attempt  was  made  by  a company  of  Italian  amateurs  to 
lift  the  “ Blanco  Encalada,”  but  it  proved  a complete  failure. 
The  vessel  is  lying  in  6 fathoms,  and  on  a hard  surface.  She  has 
not  imbedded  herself  at  all,  and  chains  can  be  passed  round  her 
from  fore  and  aft  almost  to  midships,  her  battery  keeping  her  free 
from  the  ground.  It  is  a pity  that  the  Government  do  not  put 
the  matter  into  competent  hands,  as  she  spoils  the  port  com- 
pletely, and  is  a great  danger  to  shipping,  being  neither  buoyed 
or  lighted  at  night. 

The  Chilian  squadron  passed  most  of  the  winter  at  the  port, 
and  will  make  headquarters  here  for  the  future  winter.  The 
rations  were  supplied  at  same  price  as  those  at  Coquimbo. 


Keturn  of  British  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Caldera  for  the  ear  1892. 
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Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Caldera  during  the 
Years  1890-92. 


Nationality. 

1690. 

1891. 

1892. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Chilian  

43 

25,732 

24 

12,683 

23 

14,322 

British 

20 

23,782 

22 

25,888 

33 

55,251 

French  

7 

13,823 

6 

7,467 

1 

1,278 

German  

12 

17,365 

21 

26,050 

7 

11,973 

Spanish  

1 

365 

4 

836 

... 

• •• 

American 

2 

2,974 

1 

758 

Dutch  

’l 

1,375 

• •• 

... 

Norwegian 

2 

2,7 1 1 

Total  

84 

82,442 

79 

73,898 

67 

84,293 

Coasting 

Steamers. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Y essels. 

Tons. 

Chilian 

151 

178,267 

British  . . . . 

1 

123 

166,171 

Total  , . 

274 

1 

344,438 

Return  of  the  Value  of  Imports  at  the  Port  of  Caldera  for  the 

Year  1892. 


Country. 

Value. 

Dollars. 

Argentine  Republic 

• 0 

6 * 

1,036,013 

Great  Britain 

t * 

, , 

305,170 

Germany  . . 

• « 

118,288 

France 

# , 

5,749 

United  States 

26,674 

Spain 

1,597 

Peru 

1,358 

Ecuador 

1,127 

Uruguay 

. . 

1,967 

Belgium 

2,971 

Total  . . 

•• 

•• 

1,500,914 

Table  showing  the  Exports  from  the  Port  of  Caldera  during 
the  Years  1889-92. 


Year. 

Gold. 

Silver. 

Copper. 

Value. 

Weight. 

Value. 

Bar. 

Eegulus. 

Metals. 

£ 

Kilos. 

£ 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

J 889  

13,142 

131,150 

908 

2,416 

6,400 

1890  

11,830 

15,144 

120,631 

2,724 

067 

15,463 

1891  

9,440 

16,783 

107,710 

2,793 

43 

13,674 

1892  

14,619 

16,174 

97,800 

265 

4,472 

10,870 
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Talcahuano. 

Mr.  (J.  S.  McKay,  late  acting  Vice-Consul;  lias  furnished 
me  with  the  following  report : — 

During  the  year  which  has  just  closed  the  imports  to  this 
port  have  considerably  surpassed  those  of  other  years,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  particulars  of  the  duties  collected  in  this 
custom-house  during  the  last  few  years  : — 


Year. 

-Amount. 

1879  

Dol.  c. 
127,179  30 
1,318,771  28 

1888  

1889  

1,500,562  00 

1890  

•• 

1,608,104  01 

1891  

1,345,316  68 

1892  (approximately)  ..  .. 

" 

2,200,000  00 

This  increase  has  in  part  been  due  to  the  partial  cessation  of 
imports  during  the  revolution  of  1891  ; to  the  unusually  cheap 
freights  which  have  ruled  this  season,  and,  finally,  that  merchants 
during  the  past  2 months  have  been  despatching  as  many  goods 
as  possible  in  order  to  avoid  the  increased  duties  which  come  into 
force  next  year. 

But  after  making  allowance  for  all  these  circumstances,  the 
fact  remains  that  the  import  trade  of  this  port  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  as  the  frontier  becomes  more  populated  it  will  continue 
to  do  so,  as  this  is  by  a long  way  the  most  suitable  harbour  for 
shipping  and  discharging  operations. 

The  export  trade  remains  almost  stationary,  wheat  being  as 
formerly  the  principal  staple. 

The  wheat  exports  this  season  only  amounted  to  1,175,000 
hectolitres  of  76*36  kilos,  each,  as  compared  with  1,980,000 
hectolitres  for  1891  crop,  the  reason  of  this  shortage  being  that 
the  wheat  was  much  damaged  by  rain  in  the  harvest  time. 

The  corning  crop  which  should  commence  to  arrive  here  about 
February  next,  promises  well,  and  farmers  predict  a good  out- 
turn for  the  frontier  crops,  whilst  those  of  the  north  are  not 
expected  to  yield  so  well  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  rain. 

The  wool  clip  has  been  an  average  one,  viz.,  13,000  8ths  sp. 
of  common  wool,  and  4,500  8ths  of  the  finer  grades. 

The  former  quality  is  almost  entirely  shipped  to  the  United 
States,  whilst  the  mestiza  and  merino  are  distributed  between 
New  York,  Havre,  and  Liverpool. 

The  Government  dry-dock  works  are  being  pushed  along  with 
more  activity,  but  they  will  not  be  completed  before  the  end  of 
1894. 

Although  the  import  business  of  this  port  has  increased  to 
such  a large  extent  during  the  last  10  or  15  years,  still  the 
custom-house  facilities  for  discharging  the  goods  have  not  kept 
pace  with  this  increase. 
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The  same  may  be  said  of  the  shipping  and  receiving  appliances 
in  vogue  here. 

The  Government  fur  years  past  have  proposed  filling  in  the 
fore-shore,  so  as  to  provide  the  much-needed  space  for  warehouses 
or  other  buildings,  but  apparently  there  is  no  immediate  hope  of 
these  plans  being  realised,  and  meantime  all  classes  of  work  are 
hampered  for  want  of  space. 

Possibly,  once  the  dock  is  completed,  the  authorities  may 
seriously  take  up  this  question,  otherwise  there  will  be  no  space 
either  for  arsenals  or  dockyards. 

Messrs.  Duncan,  Fox,  and  Co.  have  built  a large  warehouse 
in  Penco,  as  although  it  is  not  such  a convenient  port  as  this 
there  was  no  choice  but  to  go  there  as  there  is  no  more  available 
land  here  with  a sea  frontage. 

In  order  to  be  able  to  attend  to  the  traffic  of  wheat  and  goods, 
these  merchants  have  also  bought  up  the  Penco  Railway  for 
about  20,000/. 

A concession  has  been  granted  for  a railway  between  Penco 
and  Tome,  and  in  course  of  next  year  it  is  expected  that  the 
works  will  be  commenced,  which  will  further  contribute  to  con- 
centrate trade  to  this  port. 


Lota. 


Imports  and 
exports. 


Copper. 


Hides. 

Conversion  of 
weights. 

Conversion  of 
values. 


Mr.  Consular-Agent  Matthew  J.  Wilson  reports  as  follows  : — 

Lota  is  a minor  port,  and  dependent  upon  Coronel ; conse- 
quently, it  has  no  foreign  importation.  Nevertheless,  generally 
one  vessel  per  year  comes  from  England  with  bricks,  coke,  iron, 
and  mining  material  for  the  Lota  Company’s  establishment, 
calling  first  at  the  major  port,  Coronel,  where  the  cargoes  are 
accounted  for  to  the  custom-house  authorities  of  said  port. 

The  exports  of  copper  in  1892  exceed  1891,  in  quantity 
2,971  tons  9 cwts.  2 qrs.  3 lbs.,  and  in  value  118,829/.  2s.  8d., 
owing  to  the  establishment  having  returned  to  its  former  vigour 
and  activity  since  the  revolution  of  1891. 

The  exports  of  hides  in  1892  exceed  1891,  in  number  116,  and 
in  value  62/.  8s.  2\d.}  owing  to  difference  in  price. 

Bar  copper,  &c.,  from  kilogrammes  to  avoirdupois  weight 
are  calculated  at  1,015*22  kilos,  per  ton. 

The  average  rates  of  exchange  of  the  Chilian  dollar  were  : — 


Year. 

At  3 Days. 

d. 

In  1891  

18*1489 

1892  

18*5735 

Agriculture.  The  population  of  Lota  is  principally  comprised  of  coal 
miners,  mechanics,  mason3,  copper  smelters,  &c.,  and  as  the 
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greater  portion  of  the  land  in  its  vicinity  is  very  inferior,  and 
for  several  leagues  north,  east,  and  south  is  the  property  of  the 
Lota  Company,  who  occupy  same  principally  for  rearing 
cattle,  there  is  nothing  of  importance  anywhere  near  Lota  to 
report  under  this  head  interesting  to  British  agriculturists. 

Lota,  with  a population  of  about  12,000,  is  situated  in  the 
province  of  Concepcion,  at  the  east  side  or  south-east  corner 
of  the  large  Bay  of  Arauco,  which  bay  is  inclosed  by  the 
mainland  from  north-east  to  south,  and  is  also  sheltered  by  the 
Island  of  Santa  Maria  to  the  west,  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
bay  ranging  from  4 fathoms  to  16  fathoms,  with  good  bottom 
all  over  for  anchorage.  Vessels  bound  to  Lota  during  the 
summer  months — say  from  September  to  March  inclusive — 
generally  take  with  precaution  the  south  passage  between  Santa 
Maria  Island  and  Point  Rumena  on  the  mainland ; but  this 
entrance  is  principally  used  by  coasters  and  others  acquainted 
with  the  passage.  A lighthouse  exhibiting  a revolving  white 
light  is  situated  at  the  north  end  of  the  island,  which  is  about 
7 miles  long  by  1 mile  and  less  wide,  distant  from  Lota  18 
miles  west  north-west,  but  should  not  be  approached  nearer  than 
at  least  3 miles  distance.  A sandy  spit,  called  Delicada  Point, 
is  formed  on  east  south-east  side  of  the  island,  and  is  constantly 
increasing  in  the  same  direction.  Its  length  is  abeut  1 league, 
and  width  about  } mile,  with  a heavy  sea  roaring  at  extreme 
point.  Mariners  are  cautioned  that  several  vessels  have  mistaken 
the  revolving  white  light  on  Santa  Maria  Island  for  the  re- 
volving white  light  on  Quiriquina  Island,  and  through  this 
error  have  stood  into  Arauco  Bay,  instead  of  Concepcion  Bay, 
in  some  cases  with  disastrous  results  to  themselves,  owing  to  the 
small  difference  in  the  position  of  the  two  lights  and  the  simi- 
larity of  appearance.  In  Lota  a lighthouse  is  situated  on  its 
north  point  of  entrance  exhibiting  a revolving  white  light,  which 
can  be  approached  to  within  three  cables  length.  The  revolu- 
tions of  these  lights  have  been  published  by  the  Chile  Government. 
Lota,  as  aforesaid,  is  a minor  port,  therefore  loaded  vessels 
arriving  from  foreign  countries  must  first  touch  at  Coronel,  about 
5 or  6 miles  distant  to  the  north,  in  order  to  obtain  a custom- 
house permit  to  enter.  Lota  is  a good  seaport,  has  good  anchor- 
age near  to  shore  in  from  4 to  7 fathoms,  and  is  considered  safe 
all  the  year  round;  lat.  37°  Y 20"  S.,  long.  73°  1 V 55"  W. 
Extensive  coal  mines  exist  and  coal  is  largely  exported  by  the 
Lota  Company  for  the  coast  of  Chile  and  for  steamers  consump- 
tion, &c. 
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chile. 


Quantity. 


1891. 


1892. 


Shipments  to  Chile  ports  . . 

„ per  steamer’s  consumption  on  coast 
and  those  destined  to  foreign  countries 


Tons. 

134,021 


29,489 


63,809 


Total 


86,971 

110,859 


Difference  in  favour  of  1892 


Total 


197,830 


197,830 


There  are  also  extensive  copper  smelting,  fire-brick,  &c.,  ami 
glass  bottle  works  ; all  are  the  property  oP  the  Lota  Company, 
“ Compania  Esplotadora  de  Lota  y Coronel.” 

The  principal  exports  are  bar  copper  to  England,  France,  and 
Germany,  by  said  Company,  and  half-hides,  tanned  by  Messrs. 
Sharon  and  Hart  wig,  successors  to  M.  Gleisner  and  Co.,  to 
Germany.  In  summer  the  prevailing  winds  are  southerly ; in 
winter  north  and  north-westerly,  with  rain  and  cold  weather. 
During  the  winter  months  vessels  sometimes  cannot  load  for  days 
owing  to  the  heavy  sea  and  weather.  In  summer  they  are  some- 
times unable  to  load  after  2 p.m.,  as  the  southerly  winds  set  in 
fresh,  and  the  lighters,  when  used,  cannot  lie  alongside  in  a heavy 
sea  ; yet  the  port  has  every  facility  for  coaling  steamers  and 
sailing  vessels  of  all  sizes.  The  Lota  Company  have  an  iron  mole 
where  they  are  able  to  load  1,000  tons  of  coal  in  10  working 
hours,  with  two  vessels  alongside  at  once.  Low-water  depth 
20  ft.  Wood  mole  combined  with  iron  mole  with  shoots  for 
loading  launches  which  carry  14  tons  and  are  able  to  ship  about 
1,000  tons  in  10  working  hours.  Wood  mole  apart  from  afore- 
said for  shipping  copper,  able  to  load  500  tons  in  10  working 
hours.  Drop  apparatus  for  discharging  metals  from  lighters 
capable  of  discharging  400  tons  in  10  working  hours.  Iron  mole, 
Government  property,  for  loading  and  discharging  small  crafts 
measuring  up  to  40  tons,  one  at  a time.  Low-water  depth 


The  Lota  Company  are  carrying  out  a breakwater  which  they 
are  forming  with  waste  of  metals  from  their  copper  smelting 
works,  with  the  intention  to  load  five  vessels  at  once ; but  it  will 
take  some  years  to  complete  this  work.  Up  to  the  present  they 
have  arrangements  for  discharging  and  loading  one  vessel.  There 
are  no  facilities  for  repairing  the  hull  of  a vessel,  further  than  for 
coal  or  steam  launches.  The  Lota  Company  have  three  of  the 
latter  which  are  used  for  towing  lighters  when  loading  and 
discharging  sailing  vessels  or  steamers.  The  facility  for  repairs 
to  machinery  are  not  many,  the  machines  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Lota  Company  being  constantly  occupied  in  works  for  the 
coal  mines  and  other  branches  of  the  establishment. 


14  ft 
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Harbour  pilotage  rates  are  as  follows,  viz. : — Vessels  up  to 
100  tons,  5 dol. ; i00  tons  to  200  tons,  7 dol. ; 200  tons  to  300 
tons,  9 dol. ; 300  tons  to  400  tons,  11  dol. ; 400  tons  to  500  tons, 

13  dol.;  500  tons  to  600  tons,  15  dol.;  600  tons  to  700  tons, 

17  dol.;  700  tons  to  800  tons,  19  dol.;  800  tons  to  1,000  tons, 

21  dol.;  1,000  tons  to  2,000  tons,  23  dol.,  and  above  2,000  tons, 

25  dol. ; but  as  Lota  is  situated  in  an  open  bay,  it  is  a very  rare 
occurrence  for  any  vessel  to  employ  a pilot. 

There  are  no  hospitals  except  a private  one  maintained  by  Hospital, 
the  Lota  Company  on  their  establishment  exclusively  for  their 
workmen. 

There  are  no  sailors’  home,  bank,  or  advocate. 

Compania  Esplotadora  de  Lota  y Coronel,  bar  copper  and  Merchants’ 
coal ; Messrs.  Sharon  and  Hartwig,  successors  to  M.  Gleisner  exporters, 
and  Co.,  half-hides  tanned,  salted  and  dry  hides. 

Lota  Company,  generally  one  vessel  per  year,  on  conditions  Merchants’ 
stated  under  head  “Imports  and  exports.”  Messrs.  Lea  and  imPorters* 
Co.,  successors  to  Fred  Peede,  Duhart  Brothers,  and  Guillermo 
A pel  also  import  sundry  dry  goods  from  England,  France,  and 
Germany,  through  Coronel,  which  are  despatched  at  the  custom- 
house there,  and  then  forwarded  in  carts  by  land  or  per  railway 
to  Lota. 

Juan  Thores,  Browne,  and  Walker  also  shipping  butchers ; Shipping 
Duhart  Brothers,  William  Apel,  Alfonso  Coppelli,  Lea  and  Co.,  a8ents- 
and  Francisco  de  B.  Juarez,  dealers  in  dry  goods,  provisions, 
crockery  and  naval  stores;  Sharon  and  Hartwig,  successors  to  M. 

Gleisner  and  Co.,  German  tanners. 

Juan  Thores,  Kosmos  Line;  Alfonso  Coppelli,  Compania  steamship 
Armadores  Valdivia  (coasters);  Browne  and  Walker,  Pacific,  agents. 
South  American,  and  Gulf  Lines ; Duhart  Brothers,  Lamport 
and  Holt,  and  French  Line  (Compagnie  Maritime  de 
Pacifique). 

Water,  1 dol.  50  c.  per  ton  ; beef,  35  c.  to  38  c.  per  kilo. ; Provisions, 
bread,  7 c.  to  9 c.  per  lb.;  fowls,  80  c.  to  1 dol.  50  c.  each.  All 
kinds  of  provisions,  fresh  and  salt,  and  good  fresh  water  obtain- 
able from  one  or  other  of  the  above-mentioned  firms.  Vegetables 
in  general  obtainable  in  moderate  quantities. 

There  are  telegraphs  to  the  whole  world.  A railway  north  to  Means  of  com- 
Coronel  and  Concepcion  three  times  daily,  and  from  there  to  “animation. 
Valparaiso  via  Santiago  once  daily.  Railway  south  to  Laraquete, 

Arauco,  Colico,  and  Curanilahue  twice  daily. 

Laraquete,  a small  place,  with  a population  of  about  500,  is  laraquete. 
situated  in  the  Bay  of  Arauco,  say  5 miles  south  of  Lota.  Coal 
is  transported  from  the  Kaquegna  Coal  Mines,  distant  12  miles 
to  south  by  railway  to  this  place,  and  shipped  from  lighters 
loaded  at  a wcod  mole  to  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  which  are 
loaded  throughout  the  year;  but,  as  the  anchorage  is  exposed  to 
the  north  and  north-west  gales  which  prevail  during  the  winter 
months,  it  is  not  a very  safe  place,  and  the  loading  is  often 
prevented  by  wind  and  sta.  Nevertheless  when  weather  permits 
they  are  able  to  ship  with  lighters,  which  carry  25  tons  to  30 
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tons  each,  500  tons  in  10  working  hours.  The  coal  is  all 
shipped  for  the  west  coast  of  South  America,  and  notes  of  the 
shipments  rendered  by  a custom-house  officer  to  the  head  custom- 
house in  Coronel,  upon  which  port  Laraquete  depends.  Coasting 
vessels  go  there  direct  to  load,  without  calling  for  permit  at 
Coronel,  and  all  vessels  are  despatched  there  by  said  officer,  who 
acts  also  as  captain  of  the  port. 

The  Maquegna  Coal  Mines  are  the  property  of  the  Arauco 
Company,  who  are  also  working  extensively  in  coal  mines  at 
Colico  7 1 miles,  and  Curanilahue  15  miles  south  of  Maquegna, 
and  this  portion  of  their  production  is  transported  by  a separate 
railway,  which  was  finished  and  traffic  opened  on  April  1,  1890, 
from  Curanilahue  to  Concepcion  for  consumption  by  Chile 
Government,  &c.  The  remainder  of  this  production  is  shipped 
in  Coronel  in  lighters  from  an  iron  mole,  property  of  the  Arauco 
Company,  to  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  for  the  coast  of  Chile  and 
consumption  of  the  former.  The  extension  of  the  mole,  in  order 
to  load  sailing  vessels  and  steamers  alongside  of  it,  is  at  present 
under  consideration. 


Shipments  in  Coronel  and  deliveries  in  Concepcion  for  the 
Chile  Government,  &c.,  from  Colico  and  Curanilahu6  coal 

Quantity. 

Tons. 

mines  during  the  year  1892  . . 

120.000 

Shipments  at  Laraquete,  from  Maquegna  coal  mines 

1 4,000 

Total  . . . . . . . , 

134,000 

VALPARAISO. 
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Annex  A. — Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Lota  during 

the  Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

! Tons. 

I 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British,  from 

foreign  ports  ... 

4 

4,418 

5 

7,859 

9 

12,277 

British,  from 

Chilian  ports  ... 

6 

5,081 

79 

118,636 

85 

123,717 

Chilian,  from 

Chilian  ports  ... 

91 

16,327 

242 

170,452 

333 

186,779 

Chilian,  from 

foreign  ports  ... 

... 

German,  from 

foreign  ports 

14 

21,661 

14 

21,661 

German,  from 

Chilian  ports  ... 

1 

955 

61 

57,109 

62 

58,064 

French,  from 

Chilian  ports 

18 

36,605 

18 

36,605 

French,  from 

foreign  ports  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Total  

102 

26,781 

419 

412,322 

521 

439,103 

,,  for  the  year 
preceding 

83 

22,732 

218 

202,400 

301 

225,132 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British,  to  foreign 

ports  

British,  to  Chilian 

... 

25 

43,094 

25 

43,094 

ports  

Chilian,  to  Chilian 

9 

7,399 

59 

83,401 

68 

90,800 

ports  

Chilian,  to  foreign 

88 

13,466 

242 

170,452 

330 

183,918 

ports  

German,  to  foreign 

... 

... 

... 

ports  

German,  to  Chilian 

... 

... 

23 

37,061 

23 

37,061 

ports  

French,  to  Chilian 

1 

955 

52 

41,701 

53 

42,656 

ports  

French,  to  foreign 

... 

2 

4,631 

2 

4,631 

ports  

... 

16 

31,974 

16 

31,974 

Total  

98 

21,820 

419 

412,314 

517 

434,134 

„ for  the  year 

preceding 

88 

25,108 

220 

203,850 

308 

228,958 
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Annex  B. — Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lota 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Articles. 

1892. 

1891. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Tons  c.  qr.  lb. 

£ s.  d. 

Tons  c.  qr.  lb. 

£ a.  d. 

Bar,  copper  ...  ... 

Ingot  ,,  

5,368  5 3 15 

231,975  5 6 

3,224  12  1 15 

146,059  9 2 

1,925  5 3 22 

89,246  14  11 

1,097  9 3 19 

56,333  8 7 

Total  

7,293  11  3 9 

321,222  0 5 

4,322  2 1 6 

202,392  17  9 

Half- hides,  tanned  ... 

60  15  1 2 

4,982  6 10 

61  9 1 24 
Number. 

5,190  10  0£ 

Dry  hides 

... 

... 

150 

22  13  8* 

Salted  hides  

9 11  2 11 

324  5 3 

82 

Tons  c.  qr.  lb. 

31  0 H 

Beans  

29  11  0 0 

226  17  3 

Hair  

0 3 3 5 

6*14  8 

0 5 3 18 
Lb.  oz.  dw.  gr. 

11  6 10* 

Gold,  in  powder 

Bones  

Bark  for  tanning  hides ... 
Maqui  seed  for  colouring 

wine  

Horns  

13  *'i  0 23 

14  13  2 3 

11  5 3 12 
Not  obtainable 

25*12  4 
46  8 8 

88  15  4 
27  1 8 

13  4 15  0 

529  6 10J 

Grand  total 

Difference  in  favour 
of  1892  

7,403  3 0 9 

326,723  5 2 
118,318  12  7 

... 

208,404  12  7 

Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  from  Lota  during  the  A ear  1892. 
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Annex  C. — Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from  Lota  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the 

Years  1892-91. 
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Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  all  Articles  Exported  from 
Lota  and  Imported  to  Lota  from  and  to 
during  the  Years  1892-91. 


Foreign  Countries 


Country. 

Exports.  j Imports. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

England 
France  . . 
Germany 
Peru 

Montevideo 
Total . . 

Difference  in 
favour  of  1892 

£ s.  d. 
239,805  12  7 
22,225  10  3 
64,346  17  8 
256  9 4 
88  15  4 

£ s.  d. 
136,941  12  9 
32,926  18  2J 
38,188  4 6f 
347  17  1 

•• 

326,723  5 2 
118,318  12  7 

208,404  12  7 

(1054) 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1192.  Tainan 

# # 

Id. 

1252.  Bushire 

. . 

2d. 

1193.  Amoy 

, . 

. , 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki  . . . 

, , 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar  . • 

. , 

. . 

4d. 

1254.  Smyrna  . . . 

• . 

Id. 

1195.  Corunna  . , 

# # 

2d. 

1255.  Yokohama  .. 

. . 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

. . 15id. 

1256.  Stockholm  ..  . 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1257.  Lisbon  ..  . 

# # 

l|d. 

1198.  Nice.. 

lid. 

1258.  Tientsin  ..  . 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  . . 

. . 

lid. 

1259.  Port  Said  . . 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

• . 

Id 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka  . 

# . 

2id. 

1201.  Stettin 

, . 

, , 

4id. 

1261.  Damascus  . . . 

# # 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow  . , 

# # 

Id. 

1262.  Samoa 

# , 

id. 

1203.  Charleston 

2 |d. 

1263  Rio  Grande  do  Sul. 

2id. 

1204.  Syra.. 

Id. 

1264.  Jeddah  . . . 

, * 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

# . 

# , 

2id. 

1265.  Vienna 

, # 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

# , 

. . 

l|d. 

1266.  Shanghai  . . . 

, * 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas  . . 

. . 

. , 

Id. 

1267.  Bangkok 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

, # 

# , 

Id. 

1268.  Meshed  ..  . 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes  .• 

, , 

• • 

Id. 

1269.  Cadiz 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti 

, . 

2d. 

1270.  Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1211.  Ichang 

, . 

. . 

3id. 

1271.  Erzeroum  .. 

• . 

id. 

1212.  Wenchow  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1272.  Christiania  ..  . 

, , 

5d. 

1213.  Havana  . . 

• • 

, # 

2d. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth. . 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1274.  New  York  .. 

. , 

3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar  . 

• • 

, # 

id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

• . 

lid. 

1216.  Foochow 

• • 

, , 

Id. 

1276.  Alexandria  .. 

l|d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

• • 

, # 

Id. 

1277.  Tokio 

2|d. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  .. 

• • 

, # 

lid. 

1278.  Bilbao 

3id. 

1219.  San  Jose 

, , 

Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

, , 

6d. 

1220.  Antwerp  . . 

, # 

. . 

Id. 

1280.  Pekin 

2id. 

1221.  Mogador 

, * 

2 id. 

1281.  Salvador  ..  . 

* . 

Id. 

1222.  Berlin 

, # 

lid. 

1282.  Malaga  ..  • 

r>  • 

4d. 

1223.  Rome 

# , 

Id. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

8|d. 

1224,  Constantinople 

, . 

• • 

6id. 

1284.  Canton 

Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

• • 

2|d. 

1285.  Washington  . 

• . 

41d. 

1226.  Madeira  .. 

5id. 

1286.  Warsaw 

id. 

1227.  Soul  . . 

lid. 

1287.  Pekin 

## 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

• * 

## 

Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam,. 

a 

Id. 

1229.  Newchwang.. 

# # 

Id. 

1289.  Manila  . . . 

• , 

2|d. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

lid. 

1290.  Bahia  .. 

, # 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow  .. 

Id. 

1291.  Munich  .. 

# , 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

, , 

, # 

2d. 

1292.  Trieste  ..  . 

, , 

lid. 

1233.  Chicago 

, . 

, # 

3d. 

1293.  Tunis  .. 

, # 

4d. 

1234.  Taganrog 

, # 

* . 

2id. 

1294.  Montevideo . . 

, # 

l|d. 

1235.  Ningpo  .. 

# # 

Id. 

1295.  Belgrade 

• • 

2d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

, # 

, # 

Id. 

1296.  Terieriffe  .. 

Id. 

1 237.  Dunkirk 

# # 

Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

# # 

3d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

# # 

Id. 

1298.  Tunis  ..  . 

# , 

2id. 

1239.  Madrid 

, # 

id. 

1299.  Dantzig 

, , 

7d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

9 # 

# # 

2d. 

1300.  Sofia 

2|d. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

, # 

3d. 

1301,  Mexico 

l|d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

# , 

Id. 

1302.  Paris 

# , 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

# , 

3 |d. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

# # 

id. 

1244.  Naples  .. 

Id. 

1304.  Tangier  .. 

2|d. 

1245.  Guatemala  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast  . 

, # 

id. 

1246.  Madrid 

. # 

Id. 

1306.  Porto  Rico  ..  . 

Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg. . 

, # 

2d. 

1307.  Paramaribo . . 

, , 

Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

# # 

2id. 

1308.  Oporto 

l|d. 

1249.  Fiume 

« # 

, , 

2d. 

1309.  Naples 

, # 

id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2|d. 

1310.  Salonica  ..  . 

. . 

2|d. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

• • 

5|d. 

1311.  Valparaiso  .. 

• • 

2d. 

No.  1312. 

Reference  to  previous  Report , Annual  Seines  No.  995. 
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MOZAMBIQUE. 

Consul  Churchill  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Mozambique , September  24,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  my  Trade  Report 
for  the  year  1892. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  CHURCHILL. 


Report  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Mozambique  for  the  Year 

1892. 
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PORTUGAL. 


Imports  and 
export?. 


Causes  of 
decrease. 


Trade  and  Commerce. 

No  detailed  statistics  have  been  published  here  on  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  port  and  province  for  several  years  past, 
and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  obtaining  accurate  statistics 
as  published  by  other  colonies  and  countries. 

The  following  figures  wei'e  obtained  from  the  local  official 
bulletin  : — 


Port  of  Mozambique. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

1892  

1891 

£ 

107,096 

215,655 

£ 

66,297 

111,493 

£ 

173,393 

327,148 

Decrease  in  1892 

•• 

108,559 

45,196 

153,755 

The  total  imports  and  exports  of  the  whole  province  are  as 
follows  : — 


Port. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Mozambique 

107,096 

66,297 

173,393 

Palma  . . 

1,407 

2,0(4 

3,411 

I bo  

32,220 

36,646 

68,866 

Antonio  Ernies . . 

1,013 

17,320 

18,333 

Quilimane 

114,263 

95,134 

209,397 

Inhambane 

26,261 

16,094 

42,355 

Delagoa  Bay 

148,039 

7,557 

155,596 

„ „ (in  transit) 

58,436 

•• 

58,436 

Total  trade,  1892 

488,735 

241,052 

729,787 

The  trade  of  Beira  between  July  18  and  December  31,  1892, 
the  period  during  which  the  Mozambique  Company  have  ad- 
ministered their  territory,  amounts  to  52,719/.,  being  35,842/.  for 
imports  and  16,877 /.  for  exports. 

A considerable  shrinking  ot  trade  is  observable  at  this  port 
during  the  year  1892.  It  is  believed  the  decrease  in  the  imports 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  during  the  previous  year,  the  unusually 
large  amount  of  goods  imported  proved  to  be  in  excess  of  the 
demand.  It  must  also  be  mentioned  that  last  year  was  remark- 
able for  disturbances  caused  by  the  natives  in  various  parts  of  the 
colony.  On  these  occasions  British  Indian  traders  suffered  heavy 
losses.  And  they  now  feel  discouraged  from  keeping  large  stocks. 

The  decrease  in  the  exports  is  also  in  a measure  due  to  the 
disturbances  above  referred  to,  and  to  an  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  crops. 
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It  in  ay  be  interesting  to  notice  what  import  dues  are  paid  on 
goods  imported  from  foreign  countries  in  comparison  with  those 
from  Portugal. 


Goods  imported  from  Portugal  . 
„ „ foreign 


countries. . 


Value. 

Import  Duty. 

£ 

£ 

21,398 

230 

85,698 

17,399 

The  imports  consist  of  cotton  goods,  barter  goods  (including 
beads,  brass,  and  iron  wire,  &c  ),  powder,  wines,  spirits,  preserved 
provisions,  hardware,  guns,  petroleum,  cement,  &c. 

The  principal  articles  exported  are  ground  nuts,  sesame  seeds, 
ivory,  rubber  and  timber. 

Practically  there  is  no  direct  trade  between  Great  Britain  and 
Mozambique,  but  indirectly  Mozambique  has  been  a consumer  of 
British  manufactures  for  a long  time  pact.  British  Indian  traders 
are  the  mediums.  It  is  said  that  no  Europeans  can  compete  with 
them  here  in  their  particular  business  Besides  being  born 
traders,  they  are  economical  and  frugal  in  their  habits,  and,  lastly, 
the  greater  part  of  their  merchandise,  is  derived  from  Bombay, 
at  sales  of  old  stocks,  bank  consignments,  &c.,  whence  they 
obtain  what  they  require  at  exceedingly  low  prices.  This  places 
their  competitors  here  at  a great  disadvantage. 

A profitable  trade  might,  it  is  believed,  be  carried  on  in 
timber.  There  are  several  varieties  of  excellent  wood  to  be 
found  near  the  coast  to  the  north  of  this  port.  They  are  suitable 
for  house  and  shipbuilding,  cabinet  making,  mining,  railway 
eleepers,  &c.  The  wood  is  extremely  durable. 

There  is  practically  no  local  production,  either  industrial  or 
agricultural  in  this  district.  The  chief  employment  of  the  natives 
is  in  growing  market  produce  and  fishing.  The  exports  from 
the  custom-house  at  Mozambique  are  derived  principally  from 
Angoche,  Mocambo  Bay  and  Lurio. 

The  new  tariff  for  this  province  was  promulgated  here  on  the 
8th  of  March,  1893.  The  duties  have  been  greatly  increased, 
and  appear  to  be  prohibitive  on  some  articles.  The  tariff  will  be 
found  in  the  appendix. 

Undoubtedly  there  is  a market  here  for  British  manufactures, 
as  this  colony  has  been  a consumer,  as  already  stated,  of  British 
goods,  conveyed  here  second-hand  through  India  for  many  years 
Past. 

It  is  believed  that  the  market  may  be  greatly  improved  by 
the  establishment  of  British  trading  houses  on  the  coast. 

There  is  very  little  exportation  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

All  the  ivory  goes  to  Bombay  and  London. 

A little  rubber  is  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

France,  Germany,  and  Holland  consume  the  hulk  of  the 
exports  of  Mozambique. 

(1655) 
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PORTUGAL. 


Currency  and 
exchange. 


Steam  com- 
munication. 


Return 

freights. 


Loading  and 

landing 

facilities. 


Lights  and 
lighthouse. 


Ground  nuts  come  first  in  the  rank  of  exports,  and  are  sent 
principally  to  Marseilles,  Rotterdam,  and  Hamburg. 

British  Indian  rupees  and  Maria  Theresa  dollars  form  the 
principal  silver  coinage  of  this  port  and  district.  The  former 
however  predominate.  The  official  values  are  as  follows  : — 

1 rupee  . . . . . . . . . . = 450  reis 

1 dollar*. . , « ..  . . ..  860  „ 


Shipping  and  Navigation. 

The  Portuguese  Royal  Mail  Navigation  Company  failed  last 
year,  and  discontinue  sending  their  steamships  to  this  colony. 

The  Union  Company  have  entered  into  a contract  with  the 
Portuguese  Government  this  year  to  establish  a four-weekly 
service  of  steamers  between  Lisbon  and  Mozambique  via  the 
Cape  of  Good  hope,  calling  at  Delagoa  Bay,  Inhambane,  Beira, 
Tshinde,  Quilimane,  and  Mozambique  and  back,  calling  at  the 
same  ports  as  mentioned  above. 

Also  a fortnightly  mail  service  between  Lisbon  and  Delagoa 
Bay. 

This  line  has  commenced,  and  the  steamers  proceed  from 
Mozambique  to  Zanzibar,  where  they  connect  with  the  British 
India  steamers. 

Besides  the  Union  Company,  Mozambique  is  visited  by  the 
steamers  of  a German  company — Deutsche  Ost-Afrika  Linie. 

This  line  is  also  four  weekly,  and  starts  from  Hamburg. 

Ground  nuts,  sesame  seeds,  and  rubber,  and  one  or  two  other 
articles  are  exported  in  bags.  The  annual  export  from  this  port 
is  about  5,000  tons,  or  70,000  bags.  Besides  the  above,  timber 
and  other  merchandise  amount  to  about  1,000  tons. 

There  is  a small  pier  built  in  shallow  water.  A wharf  for 
loading  and  unloading  small  vessels  is  in  course  of  construction. 

Loading  and  landing  operations  are  performed  in  lighters. 
These  lighters  are  made  here,  and  there  exists  a sufficient  number 
for  present  requirements. 

The  hire  of  a lighter  costs  1 1.  per  day.  Each  lighter  requires 
a crew  of  about  10  men,  who  are  paid  1 r.  per  day,  with  rations, 
each.  The  lighters  have  a capacity  of  from  15  tons  to  25  tons. 

There  is  an  excellent  lighthouse.  The  light  is  “ fixed  ” and 
visible  15  miles.  It  stands  on  a stone  tower  66  feet  high.  The 
lighthouse  is  situated  on  St.  George  Inland  (Portuguese  name, 
“Uha  de  Goa  ”). 

Besides  the  above  there  are  two  green  beacons  on  St. 
Sebastian  Fort,  on  the  north  extremity  of  the  Island  of 
Mozambique,  and  two  red  beacons — one  on  the  mainland,  opposite 
the  Governor-General’s  country  house  at  Cabaceira,  and  the 
other  in  the  bay.  These  two  sets  of  beacons  lie  parallel  with 
each  otner,  and  are  intended  to  indicate  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour  at  night.  These  and  the  light  on  the  lighthouse  are 
perfectly  reliable. 
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The  following  is  the  tariff : — Sailing  vessels  1 50  reis  (6d)  per  Tonnage 
ton,  or  2 83  cubic  metres;  steamers,  50  reis  (2d ) per  ton ; dues* 
steamers  sailing  regularly  from  Lisbon  to  Mozambique,  25  reis 
(Id)  per  ton;  coasting  vessels,  150  reis  (6d)  per  ton,  once  only 
in  12  months. 

The  return  is  given  in  the  appendix.  Return  of 

shipping. 

Miscellaneous . 

No  census  is  ever  taken  here. 

It  is  believed  that  if  one  were  taken  the  result  would  be  Population, 
nearly  as  follows  : — 

Census  of  the  Population  of  the  Island  of  Mozambique  during 

the  Year  1 892. 


Description. 

Number. 

Europeans 

200 

Goanese  and  half-castes. . 

300 

Africans  . . . . . . . . . . 

6,000 

Asiatics  . . . . . . . . . . 

500 

Total 

7,000 

Rate  of  Wages  per  Day. 


Amount. 


From  — 

To- 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Carpenter  (native). . . . . . ! 

1 4 

3 4 

„ (Chinese) 

. . 

10  0 

Ma^on 

0 8 

1 8 

Painter  . . . . . . . . 

0 8 

1 8 

Boatman  . . 

0 6 

0 8 

Porter 

0 8 

1 6 

Servants,  per  month 

4 rs. 

12  rs. 

Cooks  „ 

15  rs. 

25  rs. 

There  is  no  drainage  system,  properly  so-called,  all  refuse  Public  health, 
being  thrown  on  the  beach  and  carried  away  by  the  sea.  The 
streets  are  kept  clean,  the  result  is  that  there  is  comparatively 
little  sickness  among  the  crowded  inhabitants  of  this  islet. 

The  prevailing  diseases  are  bilious  and  malarial  fevers  and 
dysentery. 

The  unhealthy  season  commences  about  the  end  of  December,  Unhealthy 
and  finishes  about  the  end  of  April.  season. 

The  rainy  season  also  occurs  at  this  time. 

The  European  houses  are  built  of  coral  rag.  Rents  vary  Dwelling*, 
from  15/.  to  100/.  per  annum. 

There  are  two  Portuguese  hotels,  with  indifferent  cooking,  Hotel*, 
accommodation  and  attendance. 


Rates  of 
Wages. 


Number. 
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Tariff  for  the  Province  of  Mozambique. 


1 


4 


5 


7 


y 


10 

li 


12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


Ibo  and 

Louienqo 

Classification. 

District  of 
Cape 

Marques  or 
D .lagoa 

Other  Ports. 

Delgado. 

Bay. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Tar,  pitch,  and  coal  tar  ...  j 

Firearms — 

(a)  Guns,  flint-lock  and  per- 
cussion, not  rifled  (such  as 
those  called  ‘‘Lazarinas  re- 
unas,”  &c.(  imported  for 
trade  with  natives),  and 

Per  cent.  ad.  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

*20 

barrels  for  the  same 

(6)  Guns  not  otherwise  speci- 

Each  

1,500 

1,500 

1,500 

fied  

(c)  Revolvers,  pistols,  and 

II  ••• 

3,500 

3,500 

3,500 

barrels  for  the  same 

II  •••  ... 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

Sugar  of  any  quality  ...  j 

Miscellaneous  manufactures — 

(a)  Needles,  pin?,  walking-") 
sticks,  cigar-holders,  pipes,  | 
capsules  for  bottles,  clasps,  )■ 

Per  cent.  ad.  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

*40 

*40 

Per  cent.  ad.  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

200 

brushes,  percussion  caps,  j 
paint-brushes,  and  combs  J 

(ft)  Ornaments,  such  as") 

brooches,  rings,  earrings,  j 
watch  - chains,  bracelets, 

| and  the  like  (except  those  ! 

of  precious  metals),  j 

buttons  (except  those  of 
precious  metals),  toys,  and 

Per  cent.  ad.  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

500 

perfumery  ] 

I Olive  oil,  and  any  other  oil ) 
employed  with  food  ) 

Per  cent.  ad.  val. 
Per  decalitre 

5 

5 

1,000 

Fermented  beverages — 

(A)  Beer,  cider,  and  any  other 

kind  unspecified  

(B)  Wines,  liqueurs,  and 

Per  decalitre 

400 

400 

400 

vinegar — 

(a)  In  casks  

Per  decalitre 

600 

600 

600 

( b ) In  bottles 

» ••• 

800 

8^0 

800 

(c)  Sr  arkling  wines 

1*  ••• 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

Common  Portuguese  wines  ... 
Distilled  beverages — 

(а)  Plain  spirits,  less  than  24° 

Cartier 

(б)  Alcohol  and  plain  spirits  of 

24°  or  more,  Cartier 

(c)  Prepared  spirits,  cognac, 

M ••• 

2C0 

1,200 

200 

1,200 

200 

1,200 

3,000 

3,000 

3,  COO 

gin,  liqueurs,  <fcc. 

II 

2,500 

2,500 

2,500 

Lime  and  cement ^ 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

*4 

j Boots — 

(a)  Boots  or  common  shoes  i 

for  trade  with  natives,  ( 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

weighing  more  than  700  1 
1 grammes  / 

Per  kilo 

... 

200 

200 

! (6)  Other  qualities  ...  | 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

1,000 

1,000 

Rubber  manufactures  not  speci  ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

* 5 

fied  j 

Per  kilo 

500 

500 

Tea  J 

t. 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

' *5 

5 

500 

Hats 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

’’*5 

25 

Beads / 

V »» 

Per  kilo 

5 

j ICO 

100 

Foreign  vessels,  sail  or  steam, 

not  measuring  more  than  200 
cubic  metres  

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

12 

12 

12 

Hoes  for  use  of  natives  

Each  

60 

60 

60 

Mirrors  (including  frames)  -j 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

200 

200 

Uniforms  and  clothing,  second  ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

*5 

hand,  for  trade  with  natives  j 

Per  kilo 

*60 

"io 

Felt  (plain,  dyed,  or  printed)  in  , 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

* 5 

pieces  or  made-up  articles  ) 

Ya  in- 

Per kilo 

200 

200 

to)  Cotton,  single  (warp  and\ 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

10 

weft)  J 

Per  kilo 

*80 

(ft)  Cotton,  twisted  ...  i 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

ft 

10 

i’ftO 

Number. 
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Tariff  for  the  Province  of  Mozambique — continued. 


Ibo  and 
District  of 
Cape 
Delgado. 

Lourengo 
Marques  or 
Delagoa 
Bay. 

Other  Ports. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

...6 

i"oo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

Per  kilo 

... 

"20 

”20 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

”20 

*20 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

i’6o 

100 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo.  ... 

5 

5 

*70 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

200 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

ft 

10 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

Per  kilo 

”io 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

Per  kilo 

*60 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

Per  kilo 

... 

200 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

*5 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

*60 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

***5 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

Per  kilo 

... 

60 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

Per  kilo 

... 

***3 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

0 

15 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

’*30 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

*5 

150 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

ft 

*80 

21 


Classification. 


Yarn— continued — 

(c)  Linen,  wool,  silk,  or  any~) 
other  filaments,  single  or  /• 
twisted  ) 

Articles  of  food — 


(а)  Eice  and  cod-fish  ...  j 

(б)  Potatoes,  ship’s  biscuits,  ) 
onions,  and  wheat  flour  j 

(c)  Butter,  and  its  imit  tions,  1 
cheese,  lard,  grease,  bacon, 
preserved  meats,  preserved 
food  of  any  kind  (includii  g [ 
the  tare),  spices,  driedfruits,  ( 
biscuits  and  cakes,  and  any 
other  articles  of  food  not  | 
specified  J 

Canvas  and  sail  cloth  of  duck') 
or  drill,  cordage,  and  articles  [ 
made  of  cord  J 

Medicines,  simple  or  compound,') 
and  any  drug  employed  in  ( 
pharmacy  ) 

Metals — 

(A)  Precious  metals  in  bars, 

or  manufactured,  including 
articles  containing  precious 
stones  

(B)  Copper  (pure),  brass,  bronze 
and  similar  alloys — 

(a)  Cast,  wrought  or  rolled  "I 

(bars,  plates,  sheets,  rods,  )• 
Ac.)  J 

( b ) Wire  and  tubes  ...  j 

(c)  Manufactured  articles^ 

not  specified  (plain,  ( 
tinned,  nickeled,  silvered  ( 
or  gilt)  ) 

(C)  Lead— 

(a)  jCast  or  rolled  (.bars, 
plates,  sheets,  and  sticks),  > 
and  shot  ) 

(fi)  Manufactured  articles  not  1 
specified  J 

(D)  Tin  and  zinc— 

(a)  Cast  or  rolled  (bar,  plates,  \ 

sheets,  and  sticks)  j 

(b)  Manufactured  articles  not  I 

specified  ] 

(E)  Iron  and  steel — 

(a)  Cast,  wrought,  or  rolled  ] 

(bars,  rods,  hoops,  sticks,  I 
brackets,  beams,  T-iron  and 
angle  iron,  wire,  p’ain  or  ! 
corrugated  sheets  ; plain  or  f 
coated  with  zinc,  copp  r,  or  i 
tin),  chains,  grapnels,  and  | 
anchors  J 

(b)  In  columns,  tubes,  beams,') 

network,  railings,  tanks,  | 
and  other  articles  not  sped-  i- 
fled  but  u.-ed  in  building  | 
(plain  or  galvanised)  J 

(c)  Iron  castings  not  specified  ^ 

(d)  Manufactures  of  tin  plate  j 

( e ) Locks,  bolts,  hinges,  door- ) 
handles,  ornaments,  and  i 
otter  small  articles  used  in  | 
building,  tools  and  imple- 
ments (with  or  without 
handles),  for  use  in  trades 
and  industries,  and  any 
other  goods  manufactured 
of  wrought  or  rolled  iron  or 
steel  (including  cutlery 
with  or  without  handles),  I 
plain,  coloured,  or  coated  | 
with  zinc,  tin,  or  enamel  J 


Number. 


3 


PORTUGAT 


25 


26 


27 

28 

29 

30 


31 


33 

34 


35 


Tariff  for  the  Province  of  Mozambique — continued. 


Ibo  and 

Lourengo 

Classification. 

District  of 
Cape 

Marques  or 
Delagoa 

Other  Ports. 

Delgado. 

Bay. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Reis. 

Papers — 

(a)  Writing  paper  and  enve- 1 
lopes,  even  if  containing  > 
printed  matter J 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo.  ... 

5 

200 

200 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

(6)  Paper  of  other  kinds  £ 

Per  kilo 

100 

ioo 

Nails— 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

(a)  Of  copper,  brass,  and  j 

5 

5 

similar  alloys ( 

Per  kilo 

300 

(6)  Of  any  other  metal.  Those] 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

”5 

used  in  shipbuilding  ...  j 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

"5 

"5 

40 

Petroleum  < 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

20 

Phosphorus  and  matches  ...  ^ 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

120 

120 

Gunpowder | 

China  and  earthenware— 

Per  kilo 

300 

300 

Per  cent  ad  val. 

5 

(a)  Tiles  and  bricks  ...  -j 

Per  kilo 

* *2 

*2 

(6)  Glazed  tiles £ 

Per  cent,  ad  val . 

5 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

**io 

*’io 

(c)  Pipes  of  earthenware  •< 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

”5 

( d ) j,  stoneware  ...  4 

Per  kilo 

15 

15 

(e)  Dishes,  plates  and  such ) 
wares  ...  j 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

25 

*25 

Time  pieces — 

(a)  Watches  

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

10 

10 

10 

(5)  Clocks 

c 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

25 

25 

25 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

Soap j 

Per  kilo 

#50 

’*50 

Salt  -J 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  decalitres  ... 

5 

250 

250 

Tobacco — 

(A)  Portuguese  tobacco — 

Per  cent  ad  val. 

5 

(a)  Leaves,  rolls,  or  cakes  < 

Per  kilo 

25 

*25 

c 

(6)  Cigars  { 

(c)  0 therwise  manufactured  £ 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

*5 

150 

150 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  lulo 

5 

ioo 

100 

(B)  Foreign  tobacco — 

( 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

(a)  Unmanufactured ...  ■< 

( 

Per  kilo 

Per  cent  ad  val. 

*5 

1,800 

1,800 

(6)  Manufactured  ...  -j 

Per  kilo 

3,600 

3,600 

Tissues — 

(A)  Silk  tissues,  pure  and'l 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

mixed,  in  the  piece  or  in  [■ 
made  up  articles  ...  J 

Per  kilo 

... 

2,500 

(B)  Woollen  tissues,  in  the 

piece  or  in  made  up  articles— 

(a)  Cloths  and  cashmeres,  ^ 
pure  or  silk,  or  containing 
silk  ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

700 

(6)  Flannel  of  pure  wool  | 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

600 

(c)  Flannel  and  wool  and  j 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

*5 

*’*5 

cotton  ) 

Per  kilo 

400 

(d)  Shawls  and  handkerO 
chiefs  of  pure  wool  and  > 
cotton  J 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

700 

(e)  Knitted  goods  and  ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

5 

5 

hosiery  J 

Per  kilo 

700 

(/)  Woollen  goods  of  pure  j 
wool  or  wool  and  cotton  > 
not  specified  J 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

5 

400 

(C)  Colton  goods  of  any  kind, 

in  the  piece  or  in  made  up 
articles — 

(a)  Unbleached  or  bleached^ 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

10 

200 

(6)  Dyed  or  printed  ... 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

*5 

*10 

350 

(D)  Linen  goods  not  specified  i 
in  the  piece,  or  in  made  up  ^ 
articles  J 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

... 

10 

300 

MOZAMBIQUE. 
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Tariff  for  the  Province  of  Mozambique — continued. 


Ibo  and 

Lourengo 

& 

a 

Classification. 

District  of 
Cape 

Marques  or 
Delagoa 

Other  Ports. 

Delgado. 

Bay. 

Reis 

Reis. 

Reis. 

35 

Tissues — continued — 

(E)  Sackcloth  and  sacks  ...  | 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

10 

’*30 

36 

Paints  in  powder,  and  colouring  ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

*5 

earths  jf 

Per  kilo 

10 

"fo 

37 

Paints  prepared  in  any  way  ...  £ 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

’*5 

*20 

20 

38 

Umbrellas  and  parasols — 

(a)  Made  of  silk  ...  -| 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

1,500 

1,500 

(6)  Made  of  any  other  •) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

*5 

material  j 

Per  kilo 

200 

200 

39 

Candles  

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

5 

70 

”70 

40 

Window  glass,  and  common ) 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

"5 

black  or  green  glassware  ) 

Per  kilo 

1*00 

100 

41 

Glassware,  not  specified  ... 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 
Per  kilo 

*5 

150 

150 

42 

Goods  not  specified 

Per  cent,  ad  val. 

*5 

5 

10 

Merchandise  Free  of  Import  Duty. 


o 

,0 


a 


s 


Classification. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 


Staves 

Mineral  waters 

Live  animals  (except  oxen) 

Coal 

Foreign  gold  coin 

For  uguese  coin,  coming  from  Portuguese  ports 

Sail  or  steam  vessels,  Portuguese  or  foreign,  exceeding  200  cubic  metres 
measurement,  with  their  appurtenances,  and  Portuguese  sailing  or  steam- 
ships not  exceeding  200  cubic  metres  measurement,  together  with  their 
appurtenances 
Felt  for  covering 

Twine  for  fishing  nets  (of  Portuguese  origin 
Ice 

Vegetables  (from  Portugal) 

Books  printed  in  any  language 
Sewing  machines 

Agricultural  and  industrial  machines  and  implements,  and  their  ap- 
purtenances, and  mathematical  and  sc  entitle  instruments  and  apparatus 
Appurtenances  or  paits  of  vehicles  (of  Portuguese  origin) 

Plants  and  green  fruit 

Fishing  nets  (of  Portuguese  origin) 

Sacks  and  sackcloth  (of  Portuguese  origin) 

Bricks  and  stone  (of  Portuguese  origin) 

Casks,  complete  or  in  parts  (of  Portuguese  origin) 

Glass  or  earthenware  vessels  containing  imported  merchandise 
Waggons,  trucks,  and  railway  cars 

j Vehicles  of  any  kind  (complete),  entire  or  in  parts  (of  Portuguese  origin) 


10 


PORTUGAL. 


Export  Dues. 


Number. 

Classification. 

For  Foreign 
Ports. 

For 

Portugal. 

1 

Groundnuts  and  other  oil  seeds,  except  sesame 
seeds ; pol  s,  beam3,  boards,  and  timber, 
unspecified 

Per  cent, 
ad  val. 

2 

Per  cent, 
ad  val. 

1 

2 

Sesame  seeds,  Calumba  root,  gums,  except 
copal,  hides,  and  leather,  and  native 
tobacco  . 

4 

2 

3 

Indiarubber,  pepper,  rhinoceros  horns,  hippo- 
potamus tusks,  tortoiseshell. . 

8 

6 

4 

Cowries  and  other  shells,  wax,  and  ebony 

5 

3-75 

5 

Cloves,  ivory  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

10 

75 

6 

Copal,  pearls,  and  precious  stones 

6 

4-5 

7 

All  other  articles,  goods,  and  merchandise  .. 

2 

1-5 

Keturn  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Mozambique  during  the 

Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

17 

15,800 

17 

15,800 

Portuguese 

... 

58 

77,809 

58 

77,809 

German  . 

1 

*357 

56 

82,639 

57 

82,996 

French  

2 

864 

2 

1,308 

4 

2,172 

Norwegian 

3 

2,569 

3 

2,569 

Arabian  ... 

”2 

*468 

2 

468 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

6 

3,790 

135 

178,024 

141 

181,814 

preceding 

8 

4,898 

148 

191,517 

156 

196,415 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  

18 

16,600 

18 

16,600 

Portuguese 

58 

77,809 

58 

77,809 

German  

"l 

*357 

56 

82,639 

1,308 

57 

82,996 

French  

2 

864 

2 

4 

2,172 

Norwegian 

3 

2,569 

3 

2,569 

Arabian  

2 

468 

2 

468 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

6 

3,790 

136 

178,824 

142 

182,614 

preceding 

6 

3,843 

140 

125,013 

146 

128,856 
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No. 

1191.  Batoum  .. 

• • 

Price. 

lid. 

No. 

1252. 

Bushire 

Price. 

2d. 

1192.  Tainan 

• • 

Id. 

1253. 

Nagasaki 

Id. 

1193.  Amoy 

• • 

Id. 

1254. 

Smyrna 

Id. 

1194.  Zanzibar 

• • 

• • 

4d. 

1255. 

Yokohama  .. 

lid. 

1195.  Corunna 

• • 

2d. 

1256. 

Stockholm  . . 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers  .. 

• • 

. . 15id. 

1257. 

Lisbon 

• • 

l^d. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1258. 

Tientsin  . . 

• 9 

Id. 

1198.  Nice  . . . . 

lid. 

1259. 

Port  Said 

• • 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  .. 

• « 

• • 

lid. 

1260. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka 

• • 

2Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

i' t 

• • 

Id. 

1261. 

Damascus  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

• • 

t • 

4 Id. 

1262. 

Samoa 

• •> 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

Id. 

1263. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

• 0 

2Id. 

1203.  Charleston  .. 

2id. 

1264. 

Jeddah 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1204.  Syra  . . 

Id. 

1265. 

V ienna 

t • 

• • 

3d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

2id. 

1266. 

Shanghai 

• • 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

lid. 

1267. 

Bangkok 

lid. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1 1268. 

M eshed 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id. 

| 1269. 

Cadiz.. 

2d. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1270. 

Cherbourg  . . 

Id. 

1210.  Tahiti 

2d. 

1 1271. 

Erzeroum  _ . 

id. 

1211.  I chang 

3!d. 

| 1272 

Christiania  . . 

5d. 

1212.  Wenchow 

Id. 

1273. 

Buda-Pesth  .. 

Id. 

1213.  Havana 

2d. 

1274. 

New  York  . . 

3d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1275. 

St.  Petersburg 

• • 

7ld. 

1215.  Old  Calabar  . . 

id. 

1276. 

Alexandria  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1216.  Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1277. 

Tokio 

• • 

2Id. 

1217.  Wuhu 

• • 

Id. 

1278. 

Bilbao 

8Id. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  .. 

• • 

Hd. 

1279. 

Beyrout 

6d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

• 4 

Id. 

1280. 

Pekin  . . 

21  d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

• • 

Id. 

1281. 

Salvador 

Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

• * 

2id. 

1282. 

Malaga 

4d. 

1222.  Berlin 

• © 

e O 

lid. 

1283. 

Buenos  Ayres 

• • 

8 Id. 

1223.  Rome 

e 0 

« • 

Id. 

1284. 

Canton 

• • 

Id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

• • 

6 id. 

1285. 

Washington . . 

• • 

4Id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

• ♦ 

2id. 

1286. 

Warsaw  , . 

Id. 

1226.  Madeira 

• • 

5id. 

1287. 

Pekin 

id. 

1227.  Soul  .. 

• 9 

• • 

lid. 

1288. 

Amsterdam  . . 

Id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

9 • 

• * 

Id. 

1289. 

Manila 

2Id. 

1229.  Newchwang.. 

• • 

Id. 

1290. 

Bahia  . . 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking  . . 

* « 

lid. 

1291. 

Munich 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

Id. 

1292. 

Trieste 

• • 

lid. 

1232.  Odessa  , . 

t * 

2d,  1 

1293. 

Tunis  .. 

9 9 

4d. 

1233.  Chicago 

• • 

0 c 

3d.  1 

1294. 

Montevideo . . 

9 9 

1-Id. 

1234.  Taganrog 

• • 

• • 

2Id. 

1295. 

Belgrade 

9 9 

2d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

Id.  | 

1296. 

Tencriffe 

• • 

Id. 

1236.  Mannheim 

t • 

t • 

Id.  | 

1297. 

Stettin 

3d. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

• O 

« • 

Id. 

1298. 

Rome 

2Id. 

3238.  Macao  and  Timor 

• • 

• • 

Id. 

1299. 

Dantzig 

7d. 

1239.  Madrid 

• • 

id. 

1300. 

Sofia.. 

2Id. 

1240.  Port-au-Princo 

• • 

2d. 

1301. 

Mexico 

lid. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

• • 

9 • 

3d. 

1302. 

Paris 

Id. 

1242,  Erzeroum  .. 

• 9 

• • 

Id. 

1303. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1243.  Palermo 

3 id. 

1304. 

Tangier 

2Id. 

1244.  Naples 

Id. 

1305. 

Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

Id.  j 

1306. 

Porto  Rico  . . 

Id. 

1246.  Madrid 

Id.  I 

1307. 

Paramaribo . . 

Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg . . 

2d.  | 

1308. 

Oporto 

• • 

lid. 

1248,  Brindisi 

2!d. 

1309. 

Naples 

• • 

Id. 

1249.  Fiume  .. 

2d.  1 

1310. 

Salonica 

• • 

2id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

1251.  San  Francisco 

2Id.  1 

1311. 

Valparaiso  . . 

2d. 

5 Id. 

1312. 

Mozambique 

Id. 

No.  1313 


Reference  to  previous  Report,  Annual  Series  No,  1128. 


RUSSIA. 

ODESSA. 


Acting  Consul-General  Woodhouse  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Odessa , November  5,  1893. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
my  Report  on  Agriculture  for  the  year  1893,  together  with  the 
Reports  of  Mr.  Vice-Consul  Murray,  at  Sevastopol,  Mr.  Vice- 
Consul  Smith,  at  Kieff,  and  Mr.  Consular- Agent  Martin,  at 
Eupatoria. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  W.  WOODHOUSE. 


Report  on  Agriculture  of  the  Consular  District  of  Odessa  for  the 
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Odessa. 

The  harvest  in  the  whole  of  this  Consular  district  is  above 
the  average. 

The  most  favoured  provinces  are  those  of  Kherson,  south 
part  of  Bessarabia,  part  of  Taurida  and  Volhynia,  where  the 
yield  was  over  700  lbs.  weight  of  grain  of  winter  crops,  and 
from  800  lbs.  to  over  900  lbs.  of  spring  crops  per  acre. 

The  weather,  which  promised  favourably  for  the  crops  in 
the  early  part  of  the  summer,  continued  unusually  cold  and 
rainy  until  about  the  beginning  of  August,  when  the  heated 
term  set  in,  being  all  the  more  felt  owing  to  the  sudden  change. 
Had  the  heat  continued  the  crops  would  probably  have  turned 
out  unusually  abundant,  but  a series  of  heavy  rains  which  set 
in,  with  short  intervals  of  sunshine,  played  great  havoc  with 
the  ripening  corn. 

The  oldest  residents  cannot  remember  a year  in  which  the 
spring  and  summer  seasons  were  so  tardy.  The  amount  of 
precipitation  of  moisture  in  the  spring  was  very  great,  and 
although  little  seed  had  been  sown  in  the  autumn  owing  to  the 
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dryness  of  the  soil,  the  agriculturists  in  the  south-western  part 
of  this  district  were  filled  with  hope  when  Easter  (April  9) 
came  with  snow  on  the  ground,  after  the  melting  of  which  the 
soil  was  in  a very  fit  state  for  sowing  spring  wheat. 

The  Kherson  province  suffered  considerably  from  hail  storms  Hailstorm?, 
during  the  month  of  June  (old  style). 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  amount  of  damage 
caused  by  the  said  storms  in  the  above-mentioned  province 
alone : — 


District. 

Acres. 

Value. 

Remarks. 

Alexandria 

9,500 

£ 

10,000 

Ananiev.. 

325 

635 

Elizabetligrad  . . 

3,415 

110 

« • 

Value  unknown 

Kherson. , 

Value  unknown 

Odessa  . . 

, # 

t # 

Has  not  suffered  to 

any  extent 

The  general  effect  of  the  untimely  rains  was  to  overcharge  Effect  and 
the  nearly  ripe  grain  with  moisture,  which  was  suddenly  dried  j^asomble 
up  by  the  subsequent  heat,  the  result  being  that  although  not  raiues>  0 
actually  destroyed,  most  of  the  grain,  ripened  under  these 
auspices,  has  turned  out  below  the  standards  of  both  weight 
and  colour. 

The  acreage  sown  last  autumn  and  spring  was  far  below  Acreage  sown, 
the  average  in  consequence  (1)  of  the  want  of  seed,  which  the 
cultivators  experienced  owing  to  the  bad  harvests  of  the  pre- 
ceding two  years ; and  (2)  of  the  absence  of  means  for  tilling 
the  soil,  because  peasants  who  had  formerly  owned  from  10  head 
to  15  head  of  cattle  and  horses  had  been  obliged  through  want 
of  fodder  to  sell  the  greater  number  of  them.  Poorer  peasants 
in  the  same  way  were  left  totally  without  beasts  of  burden,  and 
the  difficulties  that  they  had  to  overcome  before  they  could 
prepare  their  few  acres  for  sowing  were  therefore  very  great. 

What  is  strange,  considering  the  destitution  among  the  Want  of 
agricultural  class  last  winter,  and  the  exceedingly  low  price  {^our^urin 
paid  for  field  labour,  is  the  excessive  wage  demanded  this  harvest, 
harvest  for  gathering  in  the  yield.  Nearly  every  peasant  had 
some  of  his  own  land  to  look  after,  that  is  true,  but  taking  into 
consideration  the  very  small  acreage  sown,  it  was  never 
anticipated  that  the  hire  would  assume  such  high  proportions. 
Landowners  and  farmers  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  gather  in 
their  crops  as  well  as  they  could,  and  such  was  the  demand  for 
available  hands,  that  in  many  instances  the  ripe  com  was  left 
standing  in  the  fields  for  weeks. 

As  an  example  of  the  actual  small  profit  which  landowners 
and  cultivators  will  derive  this  year  I quote  the  following 
figures  given  by  a correspondent: — 

Take  four  dessiatins  of  different  corn  (dessiatin  equals 
(1657) 
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2*7  acres),  viz.,  wheat,  rye,  oats,  and  barley,  and  compare  the 
cost  of  production,  and  of  the  profit  derived  therefrom. 

The  rent  will  come  to  about  24  r.  (21.  8s.),  in  the  province 
of  Kherson ; tillage,  2/.,  owing  to  the  insufficient  number  of 
cattle  for  the  purpose ; seed,  21. ; reaping  and  harvesting,  at 
least  3/.  12s. ; carting  and  threshing,  21.  8s.  ; total,  124  r.  (12/.  8s.). 

The  average  yield  was : — Wheat  80  pouds  (2,880  lbs.)  ; rye,, 
50  pouds  (1,800  lbs.) ; oats,  120  pouds  (4,320  lbs.)  ; and  barley, 
100  pouds  (3,600  lbs.). 

Pricing  these  at  the  local  rates : — Wheat,  60  c.  (Is.  2\d.) 
per  poud  ; rye,  40  c.  (lOd.)  ; oats,  50  c.  (Is.) ; and  barley,  30  c. 
(7 %d.),  the  aggregate  value  will  be  158  r.,  or  about  15/.  16s. 
Deduct  now  the  cost,  viz.,  12/.  8s.,  we  arrive  at  a balance  of 
3/.  8s.  If  we  then  reckon  the  amount  necessary  to  defray 
interest  on  capital  borrowed  for  seed,  &c.,  maintenance  of 
establishment,  cost  of  agricultural  implements,  and  numerous 
other  minor  expenses,  the  net  profit  will  be  very  small. 

On  the  whole,  then,  agriculturists  may  be  said  to  be  very 
little  better  off  this  year  than  they  were  last. 

Of  course  large  landowners,  who  were  not  driven  to 
borrowing  money,  are  the  best  off,  and  have  succeeded  in 
gathering  in  large  crops. 

The  peasants,  what  with  their  own  small  gains  and  the 
large  price  of  labour  paid  to  them,  will  be  far  better  off  than 
they  were. 

Cattle  and  horses,  which  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
were  sold  for  what  they  could  fetch,  sometimes  for  the  mere 
value  of  the  hide,  are  again  being  bought  up,  in  view  of  the 
magnificent  hay  crops  all  over  the  country.  A second  hay 
crop  has  turned  out  favourably. 

Large  quantities  of  hay  were  put  on  the  markets,  and  it 
was  exported  at  extremely  low  prices  to  western  Europe,  prin- 
cipally to  France,  where  a great  want  of  fodder  was,  and  is 
still  experienced.  The  prices  at  one  time  ranged  as  low  as  21. 
per  ton,  which  is  much  less  than  one-half  of  what  was  paid  for 
hay  here  before  the  new  crop  came  into  the  market. 

The  average  yield  per  acre  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
province  of  Kherson  is  stated  to  be  as  follows : — 


On  Soil  belonging  to— 

Articles. 

Large 

Landowners. 

Peasants. 

Winter  wheat  . . 

Lbs. 

545 

Lbs. 

525 

Spring  „ 

1,100 

1,050 

Rye  . . . . 

790 

800 

Barley  . . . . 

1,370 

1,325 

Oats  . . . . 

865 

865 
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and  in  the  southern  half— 


On  Soil  belonging  to— 

Articles. 

Large 

Landowners. 

Peasants. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Winter  wheat  . . 

525 

440 

Spring  „ 

. . 

650 

605 

Bye 

690 

590 

Barley  . . 

1,285 

865 

875 

Oats 

780 

The  yield  in  district  of  Odessa  is  rather  above  the  average, 
as  may  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  published  by  the 
rural  statistic  bureau : — 


Articles. 

Yield  i)er  Acre. 

i 

Winter  wheat  .«  .. 

Lbs. 

770 

Spring  „ , . 

1,065 

Bye 

1,065 

Barley  . * . . . . 

1,275 

Oats. . . . . . . . 

1,265 

Millet  seed . . . . . . 

415 

Maize  . . . • . . 

465 

Linseed  . . . . 

375 

The  largest  yield  has  in  many  cases  amounted  to  3,325  lbs. 
of  wheat  per  acre,  but  of  course  such  cases  are  very  rare. 

The  prices  offered  abroad  for  cer.eals,  of  which  large 
quantities  are  accumulating  at  the  different  depots  throughout 
this  consular  district,  are  the  lowest  ever  known. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  manifold,  and  may  briefly  be 
summed  up  as  follows : — 

Taking  a dip  into  the  history  of  the  country  as  far  back  as 
the  year  1853,  we  find  that  the  Russian  Government,  in  view  of 
the  outbreak  of  war  in  the  Crimea,  issued  a decree  prohibiting 
the  export  of  cereals. 

Great  Britain,  which  then  found  a certain  difficulty  in 
supplying  its  wants,  looked  about  for  other  sources  of  supply 
and  encouraged  its  own  colonies  to  take  advantage  of  their 
virgin  soils  for  the  production  of  cereals. 

Then  again,  the  European  emigrants  who  swarmed  into 
America,  spread  the  cultivation  of  grain  more  and  more,  and 
the  result  is  that,  what  with  the  wonderful  facilities  obtaining 
in  other  countries  for  the  production,  transporting,  storing  and 
loading  grain  as  compared  with  those  in  Russia,  the  latter  is 
hardly  able  to  compete  with  her  rivals. 

Again,  I may  add  that  Roumania,  the  Balkan  Principalities, 
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the  Caucasus,  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  Chile  are  fall  pro- 
ducing* enormous  quantities  of  grain,  so  that,  in  fact,  all  in  all 
the  world  is  suffering  from  over-production. 

The  cholera  scare  of  last  year,  accompanied  by  the  onerous, 
and  in  most  cases  absolutely  unjust  and  useless  quarantine — 
which  has  been  happily  modified  this  year — capping  the 
previous  full  stop  to  export  tiade  caused  by  the  prohibition, 
also  adds  to  the  total  of  causes  to  which  may  be  attributed  the 
present  low  prices. 

The  price  of  grain  at  the  home  markets  is  very  low,  yet 
here  it  is  comparatively  high  owing  to  the  actual  cost  of  pro- 
duction ; still  even  here  a month  ago  the  prices  offered  for 
wheat  reached  the  lowest  figure  that  had  been  seen  within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  merchants,  and  since  that  time  prices 
have  been  gradually  declining. 

The  new  measures  taken  by  the  Government  tor  assisting 
agriculturists  by  advancing  money  on  their  grain,  in  order  to 
prevent  then*  being  heavy  losers  in  the  event  of  being  forced  to 
sell  at  the  ruinous  prices  now  offered,  are  not  as  productive  of 
such  good  results  as  the  measures  themselves  had  the  appear- 
ance of  producing,  and  have  been  taken  advantage  of  in  very 
few  cases. 

The  conditions  themselves  under  which  money  may  be 
borrowed  on  grain  are  not  easy  to  be  complied  with. 

First  of  these  and  most  important  is,  that  the  borrower  must 
possess  (or  rent  at  a high  price;  a suitable  bam  or  warehouse, 
in  which  the  grain  has  to  be  stored,  and  which  must  be  sealed 
with  the  Government  seal  to  prevent  abuse.  Supposing  that 
a barn  is  sealed  up,  and  that  once  or  twice  during  the  winter 
the  owner  wants  to  get  at  his  grain,  to  air  it  or  to  turn  it  over 
or  in  any  other  way  see  to  its  being  kept  in  good  condition,  he 
must  send  for  the  Government  official  to  come  and  take  the  seals 
off,  and  to  wait  until  the  barn  is  ready  for  putting  them  on 
again.  Such  a course  would  prove  very  irksome  for  the  pro- 
prietor, and  would  also  necessitate  a large  staff*  of  officials, 
specially  appointed  for  this  purpose,  being  kept  up  by  the 
Government. 

In  a word  the  assistance  which  is  afforded  by  the  Govern- 
ment can  only  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  more  wealthy 
class  of  cultivators  who  possess  dry  and  properly  ventilated 
granaries,  and  whose  crops  have  yielded  sufficient  grain  to  make 
it  worth  their  while  going  through  all  the  formalities. 

On  the  other  hand  the  small  proprietor  or  peasant,  not 
having  the  advantages  of  the  large  proprietor  and  being  in- 
capable of  co-operative  action,  is  forced  to  sell  to  the  numerous 
middle  men  who  swarm  about  villages,  and  who  are  always 
ready  to  profit  by  any  opportunity.  In  this  manner  the  very 
people  for  whom  the  Government  may  be  supposed  to  have 
taken  these  measures  are  those  who,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
cannot  profit  by  them. 

The  vines  in  the  province  of  Bessarabia  have  suffered  con- 
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siderably  on  account  of  the  want  of  fine  weather,  and  the 
majority  of  the  grapes  had  to  be  gathered  before  they  were 
actually  ripe.  The  rain  having  fallen  at  the  time  it  was  least 
wanted,  the  grapes  were  overcharged  with  juice,  which,  from 
want  of  sun,  had  not  acquired  the  usual  flavour,  and  in  its  turn 
the  wine  this  year  will  be  of  an  inferior  quality,  costing  even 
more  than  it  did  last  year,  owing  to  the  greater  care  which  will 
have  to  be  taken  to  prevent  its  spoiling. 

The  commencement  of  the  season  brought  with  it  such  Demand  for 
bright  prospects  for  a good  harvest,  that  with  few  exceptions 
the  dealers  in  agricultural  implements  and  machinery,  especially 
portable  steam-engines  and  threshing-machines,  had  very  soon 
sold  out  everything  that  could  possibly  be  used,  including  im- 
plements, &c.,  that  had  been  in  stock  some  years.  The  demand 
continued  equally  great  during  the  whole  of  the  season,  and 
these  merchants,  among  whom  are  many  British,  have  had 
better  results  than  they  have  had  for  many  years. 


Sevastopol. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Murray  reports  as  follows : — 

My  report  has  to  deal  firstly  (a)  'with  the  harvest  in  general  Division  of 
of  those  districts  of  which  Sevastopol  is  the  port  of  export,  report, 
and  secondly  (b)  more  in  detail  with  the  southernmost  of  those 
districts  which  nearly  coincides  with  the  government  of  the 
Taurida,  in  which  Sevastopol  is  situated. 

Wheat,  the  principal  grain  exported  from  Sevastopol,  is  of  ( a ) Exporting 
two  sorts,  winter  and  spring,  coming,  mainly,  from  two  different  districts, 
districts.  These  districts  may  be  said  to  lie  north  and  south 
of  an  imaginary  line  running  from  Balta  through  Alexandrovsk  districts.8 
to  Novo  Tcherkass,  the  district  north  of  this  line  producing  products  of 
chiefly  gliirca,  or  spring  wheat,  and  the  southern  or  Crimean  eacli  district, 
district,  which,  as  1 have  said  above,  closely  coincides  with  the 
government  of  the  Taurida,  producing  chiefly  azirna  or  winter 
wheat;  both  districts  producing  barley  and  oats,  and  the  northern 
district,  rye. 

In  both  districts  up  to  the  end  of  May,  1893,  the  prospects  G eneral 
for  the  harvest  were  brilliant  as  the  severe  winter  of  1892-93  outlook  in 
had  had  no  bad  effect,  there  having  been  enough  snow  to 
protect  the  grain  from  the  hard  and  prolonged  frosts,  whilst 
plenty  of  rain  fell  during  the  winter. 

d'hus,  at  the  end  of  May  everything  appeared  to  point  to  j une  lieafc 
an  unprecedentedly  good  harvest  throughout  the  t wo  districts,  spoils  late 
an  expectation  which,  happily,  has  been  fulfilled  with  a few  cr0Ps' 
exceptions  in  the  southern  district,  but  in  the  northern  the 
wheat  harvest  is  no  more  than  average,  as  the  sudden  great 
heat  in  the  early  part  of  June  burnt  up  the  growing  spring 
wheat  before  it  began  to  ripen,  and  heavy  rains  coming  at 
inopportune  times,  that  is,  just  when  the  corn  was  ripening, 
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swelled,  rotted,  and  laid  the  grain,  barley  also  suffering  severely 
from  this  last  evil. 

The  southern  district,  where  chiefly  winter  wheat  is  grown, 
was  naturally  more  forward  and  so  did  not  suffer  to  the  same 
extent,  and  the  harvest  generally,  therefore,  gave  better 
results. 

The  crojDS  throughout  were  free  from  disease  or  plague  of 
any  kind,  with  the  exception  of  a little  Hottentot  bug  in  the 
district  of  Theodosia 

The  results  of  the  wheat  harvest,  therefore,  in  the  northern 
district  are  not  particularly  good,  the  quantity  of  ghirca  being 
only  as  70  to  100,  taking  100  as  an  average  crop,  whilst  barley 
is  good,  the  quantity  being  as  110  to  100,  rye  and  oats  giving 
an  average  crop,  and  the  weight  of  the  different  grains 
running : — 


Articles. 

Yield  per  Bushel. 

From — 

To— 

Ghirca 

Lbs. 

54-60 

Lbs. 
59  '50 

Barley 

, , 

, , 

|#  # # 

48  *40 

50  -00 

Rye . . 

57  *90 

58  *80 

Oats. . 

• c 

• « 

.. 

34  -60 

37-20 

In  the  southern  district,  except  in  a few  spots,  as  for 
instance  near  Simpheropol,  a much  better  harvest  was  obtained, 
the  quantity  throughout  being  about  10  per  cent,  above  the 
average,  whilst  the  weight  of  the  grain  was  heavier  than  usual, 
winter  wheat  being  exceptionally  heavy,  barley  and  oats  also 
being  above  the  average,  besides  the  grain  being  of  a superior 
quality. 

In  this  district  the  weights  run  : — 


Articles. 

Yield  per  Bushel. 

From— 

To- 

Azima  . . . . . . . . 

Lbs. 

62-70 

Lbs. 

65*50 

Barley  . . . . . . 

49  35 

51-70 

Oats. . . . . . . . . . 

35  60 

37*50 

Unfortuntately  however,  just  when  landowners,  peasants, 
and  merchants  were  looking  to  the  good  harvest  to  recoup 
themselves  in  some  measure  for  their  losses  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prohibition  of  grain  export  about  two  years  ago,  new 
troubles  arose  in  the  shape  of  the  Russo-German  tariff  war,  and 
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the  American  silver  crisis,  which  have  caused  the  demand  for 
Russian  wheat  to  be  in  no  way  equal  to  the  supply,  Germany 
being  closed  to  Russian  wheat  and  Europe  being  flooded  with 
cheap  wheat  from  America. 

Prices  have,  in  consequence,  dropped  about  25  per  cent.,  Prices 
which  brings  them  lower  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  2o 

since  the  last  Russo-Turkish  war,  and  ruin  appeared  imminent  per  ceu  ' 
until  the  Russian  Government,  coming  to  the  aid  of  the  agri- 
culturists, arranged  to  lend  them  money  on  their  grain  at 
3|  per  cent,  to  enable  them  to  avoid  being  obliged  to  sell  their  Government 
grain  at  such  low  prices,  so  the  proprietors,  availing  themselves  on 
of  this  aid,  are  borrowing  on  the  grain  which  they  are  holding 
back  in  the  hope  of  better  prices. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  proprietors  themselves  do  little  Private  banks 
borrowing  from  the  State  Bank,  as  the  formalities  required 
before  a loan  is  granted  are  so  tedious  and  vexatious  that,  as  a impediments 
body,  they  And  it  more  convenient  to  borrow  at  5 per  cent,  to 
from  a local  bank,  which,  armed  with  the  necessary  cerficates  Government 
from  the  proprietor,  effects  the  loan  on  their  own  account  at loans* 

3J  per  cent,  from  the  State  Bank  in  the  name  of  the  proprietor, 
thus  gaining  the  difference  between  the  3 J per  cent,  which  they 
have  to  pay  the  State  Bank  and  the  5 per  cent,  which  they 
receive  from  the  proprietor. 

The  peasants,  as  a rule,  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  Peasants 
these  loans,  as  the  quantity  they  have  to  dispose  of  is  so  small 
that  it  does  not  pay  the  Bank  to  go  through  the  formalities  obliged  to 
which  accompany  the  loan,  so  that  the  peasant,  by  being  unable  sell, 
to  effect  a loan,  is  obliged  to  sell  at  any  price  to  get  ready 
money,  and  his  position  bids  fair  to  be  worse  instead  of  better 
even  after  this  bounteous  harvest,  as  the  extra  quantity  will 
not  make  up  for  the  lower  prices. 

At  present  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what  turn  business  will  Business 
take  in  the  future,  but  the  general  opinion  is  that  a large  trade  prospects, 
will  be  done  in  oats  and  barley,  but  that  the  prospects  of  a 
good  trade  for  Russia  in  wheat  are  not  bright,  especially  until 
the  silver  crisis  in  America  is  over. 

The  miscellaneous  crops,  consisting  of  fruit,  vines,  and  Fruit,  vines, 
tobacco,  on  which  the  prosperity  of  the  southern  shore  of  the  and  tobacco. 
Crimea  largely  depends,  have  been  also  very  good  this  year, 
the  vine  crop  promising  to  be  particularly  good.  At  first  it 
was  feared  that  the  cholera  might  interfere  with  the  fruit 
market,  as  almost  all  the  fruit  from  the  Crimea  goes  to  Moscow 
and  the  north,  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  case, 
the  cholera  not  being  so  virulent  as  last  year,  whilst  the  people 
being  now  more  used  to  the  idea,  do  not  suffer  so  much  from 
panic. 

Having  now  seen  the  general  results  of  the  harvest,  so  far  (*)  Harvest 
as  Sevastopol  as  a port  of  export  is  concerned,  we  can  proceed  around 
to  take  more  in  detail  the  harvest  of  the  different  parts  of  the  SevastoPo1- 
government  of  the  Taurida,  in  which  Sevastopol  is  situated, 
and  which  almost  coincides  with  the  southern  exporting  district 
of  which  we  have  already  reviewed  the  harvest  generally. 
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Eupatoria 

district. 


Crops  of  spring  and  winter  wheat  were  good  except  in  the 
Gromovsky,  New  Constantine,  and  Kolonchaksky  cantons, 
where  they  are  middling.  Winter  wheat  gives  from  17  bushels 
to  34  bushels  per  acre;  spring  wheat,  from  21  bushels  to 
34  bushels;  rye,  from  12  bushels  to  30  bushels;  and  barley, 
from  25  bushels  to  51  bushels.  Millet  seed  suffered  a good  deal. 
Grass  is  bad  in  consequence  of  drought. 

Rye  gave  on  the  average  17  bushels  per  acre  ; winter  wheat, 
8 bushels  to  10  bushels.  Spring  wheat  is  generally  good,  with 
the  exception  of  the  later  sowings,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
sudden  early  heat,  gave  a meagre  and  light  grain.  Wheat 
suffered  from  the  same  thing,  especially  in  the  Bielozersky  and 
Balkovsky  cantons.  Spring  wheat  gave  10  bushels  to  13  bushels, 
and  barley  27  bushels  to  3G  bushels  per  acre.  There  is  plenty 
of  grazing,  and  the  maize  fields  and  market  gardens  are  in  good 
condition.  Threshing  began  about  the  latter  end  of  July,  but 
rain  which  fell  in  some  places  hindered  the  work.  In  the 
southern  part  of  this  district  a sort  of  flying  beetle  appeared 
from  the  Berdiansk  district,  and  settled  where  the  ground  was 
soft  and  covered  with  grass,  but  did  no  harm  to  the  corn.  There 
was  no  lack  of  labourers.  Wages,  in  addition  to  keep,  ran  up 
to  2s.  3 d.  per  diem  for  men,  and  Is.  9 d.  for  women.  Contract 
price  for  clearing  (without  threshing),  per  acre  was  2s.  4 d. 

The  crops  of  winter  and  spring  wheat,  barley,  oats,  red  and 
arnaoutka  wheat  were  thoroughly  satisfactory.  Arnaoutka 
wheat  of  a later  sowing  suffered  from  the  intense  sudden  heat, 
and  gave  a meagre  and  light  grain.  In  several  places  a sort  of 
flying  beetle  and  locusts  appeared,  but  did  no  harm  to  grain 
crops.  Wages,  in  addition  to  keep  was—  men,  up  to  4s.  2d.  per 
diem  ; women,  up  to  2s.  Id.  Clearing  per  acre  (without 
threshing),  2s.  Id. 

Rye  and  wheat  gave  from  4 bushels  to  25  bushels  per  acre  ; 
barley  and  oats,  12  bushels  to  42  bushels.  The  grain  is  of  a good 
quality  ; grazingfor  cattle  medium.  Wages — men,  up  to  2s.  Id. 
per  diem ; women,  Is.  3 d. 

The  crop  of  winter  wheat  is,  generally  speaking,  unsatis- 
factory. It  varies  very  greatly,  but  is  nearly  everywhere  sparse 
and  bad.  Rye  and  wheat  gave  in  some  places  from  2 bushels 
to  12  bushels  per  acre,  and  in  others  hardly  returned  the  seed 
sown.  Winter  wheat  was  worst  of  all  in  the  Duvankoi  district, 
where  it  was  almost  a total  failure.  The  crop  of  spring  wheat 
was  very  satisfactory,  with  insignificant  exceptions  where  it 
suffered  from  the  sudden  heat.  Barley  and  oats  gave  up  to 
32  bushels  per  acre.  The  crop  of  hay  was  extremely  good  as 
regards  quantity,  but  the  quality  was  not  so  good  as  was  ex- 
pected. During  the  early  part  of  July  there  was  a dearth  of 
labourers  owing  to  the  quick  ripening  of  the  grain ; but  when 
the  soldiers  were  allowed  out  to  field  work  this  was  no  longer 
felt.  Wages,  with  keep — men,  up  to  2s.  3d.  per  diem. 

The  crops  of  winter  and  spring  wheat,  as  shown  by  the  trial 
threshings,  gave : — Wheat,  21  bushels;  rye,  14  bushels;  oats, 
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25  bushels;  and  barley,  30  bushels  per  acre.  The  crop  of 
millet  is  expected  to  be  middling.  The  hay  crop  was  fair. 

Wages,  with  keep — men,  up  to  3s.  5d.,  women,  to  Is.  Id.  per 
diem.  Contract  for  clearing  (without  threshing),  2s.  7 d.  to 
4s.  per  acre. 

The  crop  of  winter  wheat  was  middling.  Trial  threshings  Theodosia 
gave  in  the  Salinsky,  Kishlavsky,  and  Taraktasky  cantons  up  to  dlstncfc* 
17  bushels  per  acre.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  Sheik-Mo- 
nakhsky  and  the  eastern  part  of  the  Vladislavsky  cantons  the 
seeds  suffered  from  the  high  winds,  and  were  partially  destroyed 
by  bugs.  The  crop  of  spring  wheat  is  everywhere  good.  Oats 
and  barley  gave  up  to  32  bushels,  and  linseed  up  to  8 bushels 
per  acre.  The  hay  harvest  was  fair,  and  grazing  for  cattle  is 
good.  The  Hottentot  bug  is  the  only  noxious  insect  which  has 
done  any  harm.  In  various  places  attempts  have  been  made  to 
infect  the  bug  with  the  ‘(fungus  botritis  tenella.” 

Winter  wheat  gave  on  the  average  12  bushels  per  acre,  but  Yalta 
they  were  not  everywhere  good.  Spring  wheat  gave dlstnct* 
23  bushels,  and  barley  25  bushels.  The  hay  crop  was  rather 
above  the  average,  and  grazing  is  good.  The  crops  of  tobacco 
and  grapes  are  particularly  good,  and  of  fruit  quite  satisfactory. 

Wages,  without  keep — men,  up  to  2s.  6d.,  women,  up  to  Is.  *dd. 
per  diem. 


Kieff. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Smith  reports  as  follows 

The  harvest  of  1893  must  be  considered  as  under  average.  Cereals. 

The  want  of  snow  during  winter,  followed  by  the  continual  Winter  grain 
frosts,  and  cold  winds  of  spring,  left  little  hope  of  winter  grain  under 
being  a good  crop,  and  it  is  safe  to  assume  the  yield  as  at  least  a'era°e' 

30  per  cent,  under  average.  The  atmospheric  influences  have 
been  exceptional  during  the  year,  the  cold  spring  having  been 
followed  by  a cold  wet  summer.  Consequently  there  is  an 
abundance  of  straw,  but  the  ears  are  only  half  filled  with  grain, 
light  in  weight  and  containing  a small  percentage  of  flour. 

The  harvest  was  from  two  to  three  weeks  later  than  usual,  and 
in  certain  districts  grain  was  still  in  the  “ stook  ” during  middle 
of  September. 

Spring  crops  give  a fair  result  all  over,  so  far  as  quantity  is  Spring  crops 
concerned.  The  continual  rains  during  May  and  June,  spoilt  good, 
the  quantity  greatly,  and  gave  an  abundance  of  straw  of  a very 
indifferent  quality. 

There  has  been  a great  scarcity  of  labourers  this  year.  The  Great  scarcity 
backward  spring  led  farm  hands  to  believe  there  would  be  of  labour, 
little  or  no  harvest,  and  they  migrated  in  search  of  work  to  the 
governments  of  Cherson  and  Taurida.  A scytheman,  with 
woman  to  bind,  can  usually  be  got  for  2s.  6d  per  day,  whereas 
this  year,  from  is.  to  6s.  per  day  had  to  be  paid.  Altogether, 
tbe  present  abnormal  low  prices  for  all  cereals,  along  with  the 
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extra  cost  of  labour,  places  this  year’s  harvest  as  unsatisfactory 
as  that  of  last  year. 

The  average  yield  per  dessiatin— 2J  acres — is  given  as 
under  ; — 


Articles. 

Yield  per  Acre. 

Pouds. 

Bushels. 

"Wheat,  winter  . . 

450 

10 

„ spring  .. 

110 

24 

Eye 

50 

13 

Oats  . . . . 

85 

19 

Barley  . . . . 

70 

15 

Millet 

75 

16 

Buckwheat  . . 

"i 

70 

15 

The  following  figures,  taken  from  an  estate  sowing  250  dessia- 
tins  of  wheat,  equal  to  680  acres,  on  the  three  years’  rotation 
of  crop,  will  show  the  loss  farmers  have  to  bear,  with  such  a 
small  yield  of  grain.  The  harvest  gave  14  cops  to  dessiatin 
(1  cop  equals  60  sheaves),  and  the  yield  of  grain,  average  3 
pouds,  equal  to  109  lbs.;  to  the  cop,  or  say  9 bushels  to  the 
acre : — 


Description. 

j Amount. 

£ s.  d . 

Bent  . . . . . . . , 

0 11  0 

Manure  . . . , . , 

0 12 

Ploughing,  harrowing,  &c.  . > 

0 8 7 

Seed 

. . 

0 5 2 

Insurance  again  fire  and  hail 

0 0 11 

Heaping  . . . . . . 

0 5 0 

Cartage  to  thresher  . . . . 

0 12 

Threshing  , , . . , . 

0 5 0 

Cost  per  acre  . * 

•• 

1 18  0 

The  wheat  was  sold  at  73  c.  per  poud,  or  2s.  5§<7.  per 
bushel,  therefore  9 bushels  at  2s.  5j d.  equals  17.  2s.  3J7.,  or  a 
loss  per  acre  of  15s.  8J7. 

It.  will  be  noticed  that  no  return  is  received  for  straw,  which 
is  invariably  used  as  fuel  for  portable  engine — the  only 
“return ” being  that  no  fuel  is  therefore  reckoned  in  above 
costs. 

The  crop  of  hay  has  been  very  abundant,  so  that  there  will 
be,  in  all  probability,  a considerable  export  trade  in  this 
article. 

Less  damage  was  caused  this  year  in  comparison  with 
former  years.  In  the  district  of  Constantinograd  (Polt-awa 
government)  1,107  dessiatina,  equal  to  3,044  acres,  of  wheat 
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belonging  to  peasants  were  destroyed,  tlieir  loss  being  22,140  r. 

(2,214/.). 

In  the  district  of  Taraschtchana  (Kieff  government)  250 
dessiatins,  equal  to  680  acres,  were  also  destroyed. 

The  prevalence  of  rain  [has  been  detrimental  to  this  crop.  Beefc  croP* 
There  is  an  abundant  crop  of “ tops,”  but  the  bulbs  are  not  ex- 
pected to  be  large,  so  that  the  yield  is  estimated  to  be  about 
30  per  cent,  less  per  acre  than  last  year.  Beetles  caused  con- 
siderable damage  to  this  crop,  and  several  planters  now  pay 
\cl.  for  every  ten  beetles  destroyed,  one  farmer  actually  having 
paid  30/.  in  this  way. 

This  year’s  beet  is  not  expected  to  yield  an  average  per- 
centage of  sugar,  and  the  backward  grain  harvest  still  requiring 
all  the  available  labour,  there  is  a great  scarcity  of  hands  to 
lift  the  crop.  Further,  last  year’s  want  of  fodder  caused  horses 
and  cattle  to  be  disposed  of  in  large  numbers,  so  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  getting  roots  carted  to  factories — in  fact, 
several  factories  that  had  begun  operations  have  had  to  stop 
working  until  delivery  of  beet  is  assured. 

The  acreage  sown  in  1893,  corrected  to  September  1 (13),  is 
given  by  the  Kieff  Association  of  Sugar  Manufacturers,  as 
302,333  dessiatins,  equal  to  831,416  acres,  which  is  exclusive  of 
10,557  dessiatins,  equal  to  29,032  acres,  where  seed  sown  failed  to 
germinate.  When  compared  with  last  year,  the  area  sown 
shows  an  increase  of  46,340  dessiatins,  equal  to  127,435  acres. 

The  204  factories  comprising  the  “ring”  to  export  part  of 
sugar  produced,  with  an  acreage  of  273,335  dessiatins,  equal  to 
751,671  acres,  expect  a yield  of  299,371,557  pouds,  equal  to 
4,828,573  tons,  of  beet,  from  which  23,526,215  pouds,  equal  to 
379,458  tons,  of  sugar  is  expected  to  be  produced,  of  which  the 
factories  in  this  district  contribute  the  following  proportion 


Governments. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

Quantity. 

Pouds. 

Tons. 

Kieff 

61 

6,810,279 

109,843 

Podolia  . . . . 

43 

4,841,982 

78,096 

Volhynia  .,  .. 

12 

1,635,096 

26,372 

Chcrnigoff  . , . . 

7 

459,369 

7,409 

Poltawa  . . 

2 

201,648 

3,252 

Cbarkoff  

21 

3,268,499 

52,718 

Total 

146 

- 

17,216,873 

277,690 

The  22  factories  not  belonging  to  the  “ring”  have  an  area 
of  28,998  dessiatins,  equal  to  79,544  acres,  expect  a yield  of 
27,068,818  pouds,  equal  to  436,594  tons,  of  beet,  but  there  is  no 
estimate  of  quantity  of  sugar  likely  to  be  produced  from  same. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  226  factories  expect  a total  of 
326,440,375  pouds,  equal  to  5,265,167  tons,  or  an  average  yield 
of  1,079  pouds,  equal  to  17  tons  8 cwts.,  to  the  acre. 
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If  all  this  beet  is  worked  up,  and  assuming  a yield  of  sugar 
equal  to  that  of  last  year — when  the  quantity  of  beet  used  in 
manufacture  was  223,391,540  pouds,  equal  to  3,603,090  tons, 
yielding  24,668,000  pouds,  equal  to  397,871  tons,  of  sugar,  this 
year’s  “campaign”  is  likely  to  produce  581,406  tons  of  sugar. 

The  tariff  question  with  Germany  has  effectually  stopped 
all  exportation  of  grain  to  that  country,  and  if  we  keep  in  view 
the  importance  of  the  German  market  to  Russian  agriculturists, 
it  is  earnestly  to  be  desired  that  the  tariff  question  may  be 
speedily  and  amicably  settled  for  the  mutual  good  of  both 
countries.  Russian  grain  can  be  delivered  in  Germany  much 
quicker  and  cheaper  than  grain  from  other  countries,  just  as 
German  machinery,  implements,  and  manufactures  can  be 
quickly  and  cheaply  delivered  into  Russia. 

If  the  following  figures  are  considered,  one  can  see  at  a 
glance  how  the  Russian  grain  trade  is  affected  by  present 
prohibitory  tariff. 

Russia  exported  to  Germany  in  1891 : — 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Pouds. 

Tons. 

Wheat  , . . . . . 

30,951,810 

499,223 

Rye  

37,139,076 

599,017 

Oats  . . 

6,219,450 

100,314 

and  for  the  first  half  of  1893— 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Pouds. 

Tons. 

Wheat  . . . . » . 

527,694 

8,511 

Rye 

1,329,216 

21,439 

Oats  . . 

57,690 

930 

It  is,  therefore,  easy  to  understand  that  there  is  no  price  for 
cereals — in  fact,  there  is  no  demand  whatever,  and  unless 
markets  are  speedily  found  for  the  stocks  of  grain  ready  for 
shipment,  the  position  of  the  Russian  agriculturist  from  land- 
owner  to  peasant  will  be  critical  indeed.  Russia  is  purely  an 
agricultural  country,  and  her  whole  trade  depends  upon  the 
fruits  of  her  soil,  and  without  markets  ready  to  take  her 
produce  off  her  hands  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  is 
paralysed. 

A\  it h the  increase  of  railway  communication  in  Southern 
Russia  there  is  a steady  advance  in  the  export  of  cattle  to 
Austria,  and  in  transit  through  Austria.  The  governments  of 
Cherson,  Poltawa,  and  Ekaterinoslav  do  most  of  this  trade. 
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Swine  are  also  largely  exported  from  the  governments  of 
Podolia,  Volhynia,  Kieff,  and  Poltawa. 

The  export  of  wood  has  received  a check  through  the  Wood 
tariff  war  with  Germany — that  country  taking  yearly  25  per  exV°vt- 
cent,  of  the  total  quantity  exported,  the  figures  being  ; — 


Year. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

1890  

1891  

1892  

Roubles. 

12.236.000 
8,331,000 

11.235.000 

£ 

1,223,600 

833,100 

1,123,500 

In  the  district  of  Tarastchana  silk  is  being  manufactured  by  Silk 
the  peasants,  and  I am  informed  that  the  quality,  as  well  as  industl7> 
design,  will  bear  favourable  comparison  with  imported  article. 

This  silk  is  offered  at  prices  from  3s.  6d.  to  4s.  6d.  per  arschin, 
equal  to  2 feet  4 inches. 

According  to  latest  returns,  the  “ Dvoryaneen,”  or  nobles,  Land  owned 
possess  1,714,615  dessiatins,  or  4,715,191  acres,  of  land  in  Kieff  by  “D,yo,7’ 
government,  valued  at  132,285,309  r.  (13.228,530/.),  comprising  or  Cobles, 
2,433  estates  of  following  area : — in  Kieff 

government, 


Area. 


Dessiatins. 

Acres. 

Number 

of 

Estates. 

Percentage. 

From — 

! t°- 

From — 

To— 

1,000* 

.. 

2,750* 

491 

20-10 

800 

1,000 

i 2,200 

2,750 

150 

6-25 

500 

800 

1,375 

2,200 

318 

13  -08 

300 

500 

825 

1,375 

236 

9-70 

100 

300 

275 

825 

341 

14  01 

1 

100 

2f 

275 

897 

36-86 

Total 

•• 

• * 

•• 

2,433 

* Over. 


In  the  government  of  Kieff  there  are  631,514  dessiatins, 
equal  to  1,736,663  acres,  of  forest — exclusive  of  Crown  forest. 

A good  trade  has  been  done  in  implements  during  the  year,  Importation 
large  numbers  of  reaping  machines,  of  American  and  local 
manufacture,  having  been  sold,  portable  engines  and  steam  imp  cmen  8’ 
threshers,  a trade  entirely  in  the  hands  of  British  manufacturers, 
found  a ready  sale,  and  a large  number  of  “ sets were  disposed 
of.  The  greatest  demand,  however,  was  for  the  horse- threshing 
sets,  showing  that  the  peasants  have  a good  harvest,  and  owing 
(1657>  B 
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to  the  supply  from  Germany  being  out  off  by  prohibitory  duty, 
it  is  still  impossible  to  obtain  anything  like  the  quantity  re- 
quired, and  stocks  of  dealers  and  local  factories  have  all  been 
cleared  out. 

Great  benefits  were  expected  to  result  from  introduction  of 
these,  but  there  must  either  be  an  entire  apathy  on  the  part  of 
farmers  to  take  advantage  of  them,  or  they  were  not  built  at 
convenient  points. 

At  the  station  of  Winitzaan  an  elevator  to  hold  ten  wagon 
loads  of  grain,  equal  to  100  tons,  was  opened  to  receive  grain  in 
December,  1800,  but  up  to  this  time  has  remained  empty. 

The  bad  harvest  of  last  two  years,  together  with  the  low 
prices  of  grain,  forced  most  agriculturists  to  look  into  the 
question  of  reducing  expenses.  One  great  difficulty  is  to  obtain 
animal  power  which  would  cost  less  for  feeding  than  horses, 
and  yet  be  able  to  do  the  varying  work  of  a farm.  Mules  have 
been  tried  and  found  unsuitable,  and  now  camels  have  been 
introduced  upon  an  estate  not  far  from  Kieff.  At  present  18 
camels  are  at  work,  and  their  keep  costs  much  less  than  that  of 
horses,  owing  to  oats  being  dispensed  with  in  their  feeding. 
The  price  runs  between  6Z.  to  71.  per  head,  inclusive  of  transport, 
from  government  of  Orenburg  to  Kieff, 


Eupatoria. 

Mr.  Consular- A gent  Martin  reports  as  follows : — 

This  year’s  harvest,  in  the  Eupatoria  district,  has  been  good 
and  the  yield  very  satisfactory,  although  not  equally  distributed 
throughout  the  district. 

The  western  and  northern  parts  were  particularly  favoured, 
and  yielded,  on  an  average,  19  bushels  to  23  bushels  of  wheat 
and  28  bushels  to  32  bushels  of  barley  per  acre.  Some  farms 
even  reached  the  amount  of  32  bushels  of  wheat  and  53  bushels 
of  barley  respectively  per  acre. 

The  crops  of  wheat  and  rye  in  the  eastern  parts  of  this 
district,  severely  tried  by  easterly  and  northerly  winds  during 
the  month  of  December,  yielded  an  average  of  only  13  bushels 
per  acre.  The  yield  of  barley  and  oats  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
north. 

The  crops  of  oats  have  turned  out  well  everywhere,  their 
yield  being  43  bushels  per  acre. 

As  regards  linseed  the  result  is  disappointing,  the  fogs  in 
July  having  greatly  reduced  the  amount  of  the  yield. 

The  exceptionally  fine  weather  which  we  have  had  since 
the  harvesting,  has  been  very  favourable  for  threshing  the  grain. 
At  the  present  time,  three-quarters  of  the  harvest  has  been 
stored  ; it  is  expected  that  threshing  will  be  completely  finished 
in  about  three  weeks,  provided  that  the  weather  continues 
favourable. 

This  year’s  grain  exportation  from  this  district  will  amount 
to  over  5,200,000  bushels,  thus  divided : — • 
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Articles. 

Quantity. 

Bushels. 

Wheat  . . 

2,600,000 

Barley  . . . . . . . . . . , . ! 

2,300,000 

Oats  and  linseed  . . . . . . . . 

300,000 

Total  . . . . . , 

5,200,000 

In  consequence  of  the  fine  weather  the  grain  has  preserved 
its  colour  and  weight ; the  latter  is  as  follows  : — 


Articles.} 


Wheat 

Barley 

Oats 


Quantity  per 
Bushel. 


Lbs. 

61 

46 

34 


Sheep  farming  having  ceased  to  be  remunerative  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dearness  of  land  and  the  relatively  low  prices 
of  wool,  the  sheep  farmers  are  taking  to  agriculture,  which, 
from  year  to  year,  assumes  more  important  proportions  in  this 
district. 


Colour  and 
weight. 


Sheep 

farming. 
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HONDURAS. 


Mr.  Audley  Gosling  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 


My  Lord,  Guatemala,  September  30,  1893. 

As  a considerable  period  lias  elapsed  since  any  Report  has 
been  furnished  to  the  Foreign  Office  on  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Honduras,  I instructed  Mr.  Ronald  F.  Gosling  to  prepare  a 
Statement  on  the  Economic  Condition  of  that  Republic,  which  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  and  which  I 
trust  will  be  of  some  interest  to  British  traders. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  AUDLEY  GOSLING. 


Mr.  Ronald  F.  Gosling  to  Mr.  Audley  Gosling. 

Sir,  Guatemala , September  30,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  enclose  a Report  which  I have  drawn 
up  on  the  Economic  State  of  Honduras  for  1892. 

Considerable  difficulties  presented  themselves  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  this  Report  owing  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  statistical 
information  at  my  disposal,  and  on  certain  points  the  returns  given 
have,  in  the  absence  of  more  recent  data,  been  taken  from  the 
official  Government  Reports  for  1889. 

Honduras  is  essentially  a mining  country,  and  in  the  opinion 
of  American  experts  and  “prospectors,5’  the  mineral  wealth 
hidden  beneath  its  serrated  soil  is  enormous,  yet  on  this  point,  so 
vital  to  the  Republic’s  future,  hardly  any  statistics  are  published. 
For  the  valuable  and  reliable  information  on  the  mineral  deposits 
of  Honduras  contained  in  my  Report,  I am  indebted  to  Her 
Majesty’s  Acting-Consul  at  Amapala. 

1 have,  &c. 

(Signed)  RONALD  FERSEN  GOSLING. 
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Honduras,  the  middle  State  of  Central  America  and  the  third 
in  point  of  size,  comprises  about  43,000  square  miles  (approxi- 
mately calculated,  no  regular  surveys  having  ever  been  made), 
and  lies  between  latitude  13°  and  16°  10'  north  and  longitude 
83°  and  89°  3'  west.  It  is  open  on  the  north  and  north-east  to  the 
Caribbean  Sea;  the  east  is  bounded  by  Nicaragua,  the  south  by 
Salvador  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  west  by  Guatemala. 

The  Republic  is  divided  into  13  departments,  sub-divided 
into  56  districts,  and  210  municipalities. 

The  configuration  of  the  country  is  eminently  mountainous, 
interspersed  here  and  there  with  undulating  plains  and  fertile 
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prairie  lands.  The  principal  mountain  ranges  are  the  Merendon,  Mountain 
a branch  of  the  Cordilleras,  running  from  Mexico  through  ranges. 
Guatemala  to  the  north  coast,  and  the  Celaque,  traversing  the 
centre  of  the  departments  of  Gracias  and  Copan. 

The  country  is  well  watered  by  numerous  rivers,  among  which  Rivers, 
the  principal  are  the  Ghamelecon,  which  rises  in  the  Merendon 
range,  the  Ulua,  with  its  tributary  the  Mejocote,  the  Aguan  and 
the  Choluteca.  Honduras  is  the  most  mountainous  of  the  Central 
American  Republics,  and  in  the  sierras  take  their  rise  some  of 
largest  rivers  in  this  continent. 

Few  countries  in  Spanish-America  have  been  more  lavishly  Fertility  of 
dealt  with  by  nature  than  Honduras,  and  the  extraordinary  sm*  allJl 
fertility  of  the  soil,  her  great  natural  resources  and  mineral  resources> 
wealth,  much  of  which  lies  dormant  for  lack  of  enterprise,  admit 
of  her  attaining  a high  degree  of  prosperity  and  a foremost  rank 
in  the  rank  of  La  tin- American  nations. 

The  great  evil  with  which  Honduras,  equally  with  the  sister  Development 
Republics  of  Central  America,  lias  to  cope  is  the  frequency  of  retarded  by 
civil  and  internecine  strife,  and  the  inevitable  consequences,  civilTtrife  ° 
financial  and  commercial  instability,  which  necessarily  acts  as  a 
powerful  deterrent  to  any  rapid  advancement.  The  important 
part  played  by  this  retarding  factor  in  the  political  and  commercial 
development  of  Central  America  has  been  strikingly  illustrated, 
when  Honduras  having  been  convulsed  for  close  upon  a year  by 
revolution  and  having  emerged  therefrom  with  her  finances  and 
commerce  seriously  impaired,  Nicaragua,  blindly  following  suit, 
was  for  some  months  the  scene  of  active  warfare  between  the 
rival  factions,  finally  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the  Government, 
and  within  the  last  few  months  an  abortive  attempt  to  over- 
throw the  existing  administration  lias  been  made  in  Salvador. 

The  state  of  civil  war  in  which  Honduras  was  plunged  from 
May,  1892,  to  April,  1893,  threw  her  finance"',  commerce,  and 
industries,  which,  prior  to  its  devastating  influences,  had 
materially  improved,  into  a renewed  state  of  stagnation  and 
chaos.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  restoration  of  peace  and  public 
confidence,  things  are  now  reassuming  their  normal  course,  and 
the  trust  reposed  in  the  newly  formed  Government  and  the 
reforms  already  introduced  by  them,  lead  to  the  hope  that  her 
political  horizon  is  at  last  clearing  and  that  the  country  has  now 
entered  upon  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity. 

Owing  to  her  great  natural  resources  and  to  the  sparseness  of  Field  for 
her  population,  both  native  and  foreign,  Honduras  offers  in  many  foreign 
respects  a good  field  lor  foreign  settlers.  The  climate  is  good 
and  on  the  whole  healthy,  exception  being  made  as  regards  the 
coast-line,  \ybere  the  heat  is  intense  and  malarial  and  other  fevers 
very  prevalent ; but  in  the  higher  lands  it  is  temperate  and 
equable. 

The  following  table  may  not  be  without  interest,  as  showing 
the  mean  readings  of  the  thermometer  in  each  month  of  the 
year  at  Tegucigalpa  the  capital,  situated  about  3,000  feet  above 
sea  level : — 

(1658) 
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Foreign 
settlers, 
caution  to. 


Englishmen 
less  suited  as 
settlers  than 
other 

nationalities. 


Month. 

Mean 

Temperature 
(Centigrade) . 

Prevailing 

Winds. 

January  . . 

••1 

19 

to  21 

N.  & N.E. 

February. . 

• • 

20 

22 

N.  & N.E. 

March 

. . 1 

21 

. 22 

S.  & E. 

April 

23 

E &S.E. 

May 

Y.\ 

23 

S.  & S.E. 

J une 

22 

to  23 

E.  & N.E. 

July 

22 

23 

N.  & N.E. 

August  . . 

• • 

; 22 

23 

1ST.  & KE. 

September 

22 

N.  & N.E. 

October  . . 

21 

to  22 

N. 

November 

20 

21 

N. 

December 

18 

20 

N. 

In  recommending  Honduras  as  a suitable  field  for  foreign 
settlers,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Republic,  while 
offering  great  inducements  through  its  natural  resources,  is  not 
without  certain  drawbacks,  which  the  emigrant  should  take  into 
consideration.  As  regards  treatment  by  the  native  authorities, 
for  instance,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  utmost  circum- 
spection should  be  observed  in  dealing  with  the  local  authorities 
and  care  taken  to  keep  aloof  from  mixing  in  the  politics  of  the 
country.  He  must  again  be  able  to  accommodate  himself  to 
the  native  ways,  and  not  chafe  under  what  may  appear  strange 
and  irrational.  These  remarks  appear  justified  in  view  of  certain 
cases  which  have  lately  come  under  the  writer’s  notice.  That, 
under  certain  conditions,  there  are  good  opportunities  for  realising 
small,  and  even  considerable  fortunes  in  Honduras  would  seem 
sufficiently  proved  by  the  prosperous  condition  of  many  foreign 
settlers,  who,  in  the  course  of  from  8 to  10  years,  have  risen  from 
comparatively  needy  circumstances  to  competency. 

In  alluding  to  Honduras  as  a country  where  immigration  has 
on  the  whole  been  successful,  the  remark  hardly  applies  to 
Englishmen.  It  has  been  demonstrated  that  the  British  emigrant 
besides  being  more  exacting  in  his  requirements  than  others,  can- 
not apparently  overcome  his  innate  inability  to  adapt  himself  to 
the  altered  conditions  with  which  he  is  confronted  in  Spanish- 
American  countries.  This  has  reference  especially  to  the  artisan, 
who,  what  with  the  unfamiliar  language,  customs,  and  religion, 
labours  under  disadvantages  which  are  not  incidental  to  the  native 
of  southern  Europe.  The  few  Englishmen  of  the  lower  classes 
to  be  met  with  in  Central  America  are,  for  the  most  part,  in  a 
distressed  condition.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  Induced  by 
extravagant  reports,  the  indigent  classes  leave  their  homes  for 
these  countries  with  confident  anticipations  of  an  li  El  Dorado/’ 
where  fortunes  are  of  every-day  attainment.  But,  having 
reached  the  promised  land,  they  find  their  illusions  dispelled,  and 
starvation  staring  them  in  the  face.  What  follows?  Ignorant 
of  the  language,  and  entirely  destitute,  they  are  scarcely  able  to 
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eke  out  an  existence,  and,  scattered  over  the  country,  gradually 
sink  lower  and  lower,  a burden  alike  to  themselves  and  to  the 
nation. 

Immigration  carried  out  on  such  a basis  must,  on  the  face  of  it.  Immigrants,  a 
prove  a failure,  and  it  should  be  carefully  borne  in  mind  that  few  hints  to. 
without  a moderate  capital,  some  slight  knowledge  of  the 
language,  and  determination  to  overcome  initial  difficulties, 
emigration  to  Honduras,  or,  indeed,  to  any  of  the  Central 
American  Republics  should  be  discountenanced. 

Although  as  regards  scarcity  of  labour  Honduras,  owing  to  gcarcity  0f 
her  backward  state  of  industrial  and  agricultural  development,  labour, 
is  not  so  seriously  affected  as  Guatemala,  the  Republic  is 
undeniably  suffering  in  this  respect,  for  taking  into  account  her 
area,  the  country  may  almost  be  said  to  be  depopulated.  It  is 
to  foreign  immigration  on  a large  scale  that  she  must  eventually 
turn  for  a solution  of  the  difficulties  now  menacing  her  industries, 
for  apart  from  the  sparseness  of  her  population,  another  hindrance 
to  her  development  lies  in  the  apathy  and  inherent  aversion  of 
the  native  to  manual  labour,  so  that  unless  recourse  is  had  to  the 
foreigner  the  Republic  is  likely  to  remain  for  years  to  come  in  its 
present  backward  and  undeveloped  condition. 

According  to  the  census  of  1889  the  population  of  the  Population. 
Republic  amounted  to  396,048,  showing  an  increase  of  88,759 
over  the  previous  census  of  1881.  Towards  the  close  of  the  last 
century,  in  the  year  1796,  the  population  was  computed  at  93,501 ; 
a census  taken  in  1801  showed  an  increase  to  130,000.  In  1826 
it  rose  to  200,000,  and  by  1381  had  reached  307,289.  These 
figures  show  that  though  the  population  is  growing,  it  is  in  no 
way  proportionate  to  the  area,  the  density  being  about  9 to  the 
square  mile.  About  one-third  of  the  population  is  composed  of 
pure  Indians.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  foreigners 
resident  in  the  Republic  in  1887  : — 


Nationality. 

Population. 

Guatemalan  . 

2,060 

Salvadorenian 

2,000 

Nicaraguan  .. 

610 

Costa  Rican  . . 

14 

English*  

1,033 

American  (U.S.) 

185 

Spaniards  . . . . 

77 

French 

72 

Germans 

43 

Italians 

13 

Mexicans 

29 

* Principally  negroes. 


The  births  in  1889  were  given  at  13,789  (of  which  6,121  were  Births, 
illegitimate),  and  the  deaths  at  6,259,  showing  an  increase  of 
population  of  7,530  souls.  rlhese*  figures  cannot,  however,  be  Deaths, 
relied  upon,  owing  to  the  faulty  system  of  registration  in  the 
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Marriages.  remote  portions  of  the  country.  The  marriages  in  1889  are  given 
at  1,971.  No  returns  have  been  published  for  the  past  year 
showing  the  movement  in  population. 

Agriculture.  The  agricultural  products  of  Honduras,  most  of  which  are 
capable  of  considerable  extension,  are  tobacco,  sugar,  maize, 
wheat,  coffee,  potatoes,  indigo,  cocoa,  bananas,  indiarubber,  and 
“ pita 55  (the  fibrous  produce  of  the  u agave  ” tree),  used  by  the 
native  population  in  the  manufacture  of  hammocks,  &e.  In 
former  times  the  forests  constituted  the  principal  agricultural 
wealth,  lumber,  consisting  chiefly  of  its  world-renowned  mahogany, 
being  exported  on  a large  scale  to  the  United  States  and  Europe  ; 
but  the  industry  has  not  flourished  of  late  years,  due  to  want  of 
enterprise.  An  endless  and  prolific  variety  of  fruit  trees  is  found 
in  the  Republic,  most  of  which  are  indigenous  to  the  soil,  and 
form,  in  addition  to  the  various  preparations  of  maize  and  black 
beans,  “ frijoles,”  the  staple  food  of  the  lower  classes.  Among 
these  fruits  may  be  mentioned  the  mango,  pineapple,  eustard- 
apple,  alligator  pear  (which  attain  great  perfection),  lemons, 
limes,  oranges,  and  bananas,  the  latter  forming  an  important 
article  ot  export.  The  cultivation  of  such  fruits  as  strawberries 
and  cherries,  in  fact  all  those  indigenous  to  a cooler  clime,  has  not 
met  with  any  great  attention,  but  could  doubtless  be  grown  with 
successful  results  in  the  temperate  zones. 

Tobacco  An  important  article  of  export  is  tobacco,  which  is  the  finest 

culture.  grown  in  Central  America,  and  said  by  some  even  to  equal  that 

of  Havana.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  agricultural  industries  in 
Honduras,  having  flourished  as  far  back  as  the  last  century,  when 
it  was  grown  with  marked  .-uccess  in  the  department  of  Santa 
Rosa,  and  where,  in  1795,  a tobacco  factory  was  established  by 
order  of  the  Spanish  Crown.  Since  then  the  industry  has 
flourished  satisfactorily,  and  considerable  quantities  are  annually 
exported,  a large  portion  to  Havana,  where  it  is  redressed  and 
sold  in  a manufactured  state  as  Cuban  leaf. 

Coffee  culture.  Coffee,  the  staple  export  of  the  neighbouring  Central  American 
Republics,  has  never  engaged  much  attention  in  Honduras,  and, 
although  the  berry  grown  there  is  asserted  to  equal  that  of 
Guatemala  and  Costa  Rica,  it  would  appear  that  other  branches 
of  agriculture  are  carried  on  at  a much  smaller  outlay,  and  the 
ultimate  profits  are  proportionately  greater. 

Sugar  culture.  The  sugar  industry  is  also  in  a backward  state,  and  in  this,  as 
with  coffee,  there  is  room  for  considerable  development.  The 
former  might  well  constitute  an  important  article  of  export,  as 
the  cane  is  of  superior  quality  and  thrives  remarkably  well  both 
in  the  plains  and  mountain  districts.  It  is  estimated  there  at 
about  800  acres  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar  in  the  Re- 
public, the  departments  of  Comayagua,  Gracias,  Yoro,  and  Santa 
.Barbara  being  the  chief  centres  of  the  industry. 

Banana  One  of  the  staple  agricultural  products  of  Honduras  is,  as  has 

culture.  already  been  mentioned,  the  banana,  large  quantities  of  which  are 
annually  exported  to  the  United  States.  It  flourishes  best  on  the 
Atlantic  ('oast,  where  it  is  marvellously  prolific  and  commercially 
successful. 
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Another  branch  of  agriculture  eminently  suited  to  the  soil  is  indigo 
the  cultivation  of  indigo.  As  yet,  however,  it  is  only  grown  culture, 
on  a small  scale  by  the  Indian  population,  but  has  recently 
awakened  attention  in  the  United  States  from  its  superior  quality, 
and  in  the  valleys  of  the  Chamelecon  the  plant  is  at  present  being 
largely  sown.  In  the  absence  of  any  published  statistics,  it  is  not 
possible  to  state  the  quantity,  but  in  the  past  year  this  trade  was 
unusually  brisk,  and  large  exports  were  made  to  France. 

Maize,  the  most  necessary  food-stuff  to  the  Indian,  grows  Maize  culture, 
throughout  the  Republic  in  a semi-wild  state. 

Wheat  and  other  cereals  are  successfully  raised,  but  llie  amount  Wheat, 
produced  does  not  suffice  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  country. 

Rice  is  grown  in  small  quantities  by  the  Indian  population,  Rice, 
who  equally  cultivate  potatoes  and  cochineal  (formerly  grown  on  ^Jjcultiival 
a considerable  scale),  cotton,  vanilla,  sarsaparilla,  and  numerous  products, 
other  minor  agricultural  products. 

It  will  be  apparent  from  the  above  that  agriculture  in  Agriculture, 
Honduras  is  as  yet  almost  in  its  infancy,  and  that  there  is  room  backward 
for  considerable  development  of  all  its  branches.  This  is,  how-  statc 
ever,  not  due  to  any  want  of  success  on  the  part  of  the  agri- 
culturist, but  is  directly  attributable  to  the  sparseness  of  the 
population,  demonstrating  equally  the  wide  field  existing  in 
Honduras  for  foreign  immigration  and  private  enterprise. 

Cattle-breeding  is  among  the  most  important  industries  in  the  Cattle- 
country,  and  live-stock  forms  one  of  the  chief  articles  of  export,  breeding, 
in  the  past  year  its  value  having  exceeded  9,116/.  In  1882  the 
estimated  value  of  cattle  in  the  Republic  was  1,634,120/.  This, 
however,  in  reality  fell  very  short  of  the  actual  value,  as  in  the 
census  taken  in  the  year  in  question  a large  number  of  cattle 
were  not  included,  owing  to  fear  on  the  part  of  breeders  that 
additional  taxes  might  be  imposed,  and  it  was  generally  believed 
that  the  value  of  live-stock  in  1882  would  be  fairly  estimated 
at  3,000,000/.  In  this  industry,  however,  while  the  ultimate 
results  are  usually  highly  satisfactory,  considerable  outlay  and 
difficulty  are  incurred  at  the  outset  if  foreign  breeds  are  resorted 
to,  as  until  acclimatised  they  do  not  thrive. 

In  dairy  farming  lies  unquestionably  an  opening  for  the  Dairv- 
foreign  settler.  In  the  capital  and  towns  throughout  the  farming,  field 
Republic  cow’s  milk  is  scarce,  and  is  retailed  at  almost  prohibi-  fo1’  f°r®lSu 
tive  prices.  As  a natural  consequence,  the  manufacture  of  butter 
is  small,  and  what  is  obtainable  is  of  very  inferior  quality.  Large 
quantities  of  thin  cheese  are  made  for  home  consumption,  but  it 
is- of  poor  quality.  The  fact  is  that  the  native  population  has 
scarcely  any  knowledge  or  experience  of  the  various  branches  of 
dairy  farming,  and  until  the  foreigner  steps  in,  it  is  improbable 
that  any  improvement  will  lie  made.  It  should  be  remarked  that- 
fer  climatic  leasons  this  industry  in  Central  America  differs 
widely  from  that  as  carried  on  in  Europe,  and  on  this  account 
many  foreign  dairy  farmers  have  been  only  partially  successful. 

While,  however,  agriculture  in  Honduras  has  been  somewhat  Great  mineral 
neglected,  and  the  country  is  behindhand  in  this  respect  as  com-  wealth, 
pared  with  the  neighbouring  Republics,  she  is  far  and  away  the 
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richest  in  Central  America  as  regards  mineral  resources — gold, 
silver,  copper,  lead,  iron,  antimony,  &c.,  are  found  in  almost 
every  department  of  the  Republic,  and  brown  coal  is  also  said  to 
be  plentiful  on  the  north  coast.  Quite  recently  coal  of  superior 
quality  has  been  discovered  by  an  Englishman  resident  in  Sanpedro 
Sula,  concerning  which  the  following  quotation  from  an  American 
newspaper,  published  at  Tegucigalpa,  throws  some  light : — 

“Mr.  Daniel  Penman,  a British  subject  of  San  Pedro,  arrived 
the  other  day  in  this  city,  bringing  with  him  some  specimens  of 
coal  of  a semi-anthracitic  character. 

“ The  above  examples  were  taken  by  him  personally  from  a 
vein  about  5 feet  thick,  cropping  to  surface  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Atlantic  port  of  La  Ceiba. 

“ There  is  no  doubt  that  this  discovery  of  Mr.  Penman  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  to  this  Republic,  as  the  establishment  of 
a coaling-station  in  one  of  the  Central  American  Atlantic  ports 
has  been  one  of  the  most  urgent  wants  of  the  steamers  plying  in 
this  region. 

u Viewed  geologically  the  existence  of  coal  deposits  is  most 
probable,  as  some  of  the  mountain  formations  of  Honduras 
belong  to  groups  which  are  known  to  contain  coal  seams,  as  has 
been  always  advocated  by  the  Government  geologist. 

ee  According  to  the  mining  code  of  Honduras,  coal  deposits  are 
the  exclusive  property  of  the  State  and  cannot  be  denounced  as 
other  mineral-bearing  deposits. 

“ It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  Government  in  view  of 
this  important  discovery  will  assist  Mr.  Penman  to  secure  some 
of  the  coal  lands  and  open  up  this  hidden  treasure  in  the  natural 
resources  of  Honduras.’^ 

Only  very  meagre  statistics  are  procurable  respecting  the 
actual  state  of  the  mining  history  of  the  country,  and  I must 
confine  myself  to  the  more  important  deposits  at  present 
working,  based  on  reliable  information  furnished  to  me  by  Her 
Majesty’s  Acting-Consul  at  Amapala. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  principal  mines  worthy  of 
mention: — 


Name. 

Situation. 

The  New  York  and  Rosario  Mining  Company  . . 

Near  Tegucigalpa 

Monserrat  Mining  Company 

Yuscaran 

Zurcher  Mining  Company  . . . , . r 

Yuscaran 

New  Guayabillas  Mining  Company 

Yuscaran 

San  Martin  Mining  Company 

Clioluteca 

Victoria  Mining  Company  . . 

Ckoluteca 

Dos  Hermanos  Mining  Company  . . 

Clioluteca 

Gobernador  Mining  Company  . . 

Aramecina 

Aramecina  Mining  Company 

Aramecina 

Conners  Mining  Company  ..  ..  .. 

Coray 

'Las  Animas  Mining  Company  . . 

Tegucigalpa 

Boquin  Milling  Company 

Olanclio 

Retiro  Milling  Company  . . . . . . . . 

Olanclio 

A.  Y.  Placer  Milling  Company  . . 

Olanclio 

El  Salto  Mining  Company  ..  ..  .0 

Santa  Barbara 

Camalote  Mining  Company 

Santa  Barbara 

La  Labor  Smelting  Company  ..  .. 

Copan 
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Honduras  is  pre-eminently  a mining  country,  and  the  hitherto 
non-success  of  many  mining  enterprises  must  be  attributed  chiefly 
to  gross  incompetence  and  often  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  their 
managers.  The  want  of  good  internal  communication  is  un- 
deniably a serious  drawback,  which  can  only  be  removed  by 
earnest  and  immediate  endeavours  of  the  Government  to  open 
up  the  remote  districts  of  the  country. 

Former  administrations,  again,  in  their  anxiety  to  foster  and 
extend  the  mining  industry,  have  made  the  mistake  of  conceding, 
in  blind  confidence,  extensive  tracts  of  land  to  applicants  not  in 
a position  to  turn  their  concessions  to  account  and  often  actuated 
by  dishonest  motives  ; and  the  consequence  of  this  indiscriminate 
and  misplaced  lavishness  was  that  so-called  syndicates  and 
companies  acquired  their  vast  tracts  of  land,  to  the  detriment  of 
honest  prospectors  and  legitimate  enterprise.  Some  ide<i  of  the 
worthlessness  of  these  companies  may  be  formed,  when  it  is 
stated  that  in  the  three  years — 1887, 1888,  1889,  no  less  than  800 
mines  were  denounced,  and  to-day  perhaps  hardly  two  or  three 
of  these  claims  have  made  a pretence  of  honest  development. 

The  present  Government  is,  however,  popularly  believed  to 
discountenance  and  to  be  anxious  to  check  these  wholesale  and 
harmful  speculations,  and  if  they  adhere  to  that  intention,  and 
carry  their  restrictive  policy  to  a successful  issue,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Honduras  will,  at  no  distant  date,  be  in  a position 
to  compete  with  the  foremost  mineral  producing  countries  in  the 
world. 

Considering  the  vast  mineral  resources  of  Honduras  and  the 
field  they  offer  to  private  enterprise,  the  following  translation  of 
the  Honduranian  Mining  Code,  made  by  order  and  authority  of 
the  Government  by  l)r.  It.  Fritzgartner,  Government  Geologist 
and  Director  of  Mining  Statistics,  published  at  Tegucigalpa  in 
1890,  may  be  of  some  interest  to  the  mining  public. 


MINING  CODE  OF  TIIE  REPUBLIC  OF  HONDURAS. 

Title  I. — Mines  arid  Mining  Property. 

Article  1.  The  objects  of  this  code  are  the  mines  of  gold, 
silver,  copper,  platinum,  quicksilver,  lead,  zinc,  bismuth,  cobalt, 
nickel,  tin,  antimony,  arsenic,  iron,  manganese,  molybdena, 
precious  stones — whatever  be  the  form  of  the  bed  or  matrix  in 
which  they  are  found — provided  that  their  development  requires 
works  and  operations,  which  may  be  qualified  as  mining  industry, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  art  of  mining. 

The  extraction  of  coal  and  other  fossils,  not  comprised  in  the 
foregoing  paragraph,  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  soil,  who  shall 
only  be  obliged  to  give  notice  of  the  same  to  the  administrative 
authority. 
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The  regulations  of  Titles  X,  XII,  and  XIV  shall  apply  also  to 
these  mines  as  regards  to  safety,  order,  and  regulation  of  the 
works. 

Art.  2.  The  minerals  and  precious  metals,  which  are  found 
as  “ float”  on  the  surface  of  the  soil,  belong  to  the  first  occupant. 

Art.  3.  The  minerals  for  building  purposes  or  for  ornaments, 
the  sands,  slates,  argil,  Jime  stone,  kaoline,  peat,  marl,  and  other 
substances  of  that  kind,  which  may  be  found  in  the  uncultivated 
lands  of  the  State  or  municipalities,  shall  be  of  common  use  for  all 
individuals  who  may  desire  to  apply  them  to  building,  agriculture, 
or  to  the  arts,  without  prejudice  of  the  right  of  the  State  or  muni- 
cipalities to  concede  them  to  persons  by  special  contracts,  which 
shall  stipulate  the  extension,  the  condition,  and  the  regulations 
under  which  they  are  granted. 

Art.  4.  Tne  gold  bearing  and  tin  bearing  sands,  and  any 
other  mineral  production  of  rivers  or  placers,  shall  be  for  tree  use, 
provided  they  are  found  in  the  uncultivated  lands  of  any  owner- 
ship whatever.  However,  when  they  are  operated  by  permanent 
works,  they  shall  be  divided  into  mining  claims. 

Note. — The  above  paragraphs  are  revised  as  follows: — 

1.  Deposits  of  coal  and  other  fossils,  tin  ores,  and  precious  stones,  with  the 
exception  of  opals,  are  the  exclusive  property  of  the  State  and  cannot  be 
denounced. 

2.  The  executive  power  will  promote  the  exploration  of  said  mines  in  a manner 
which  is  thought  most  convenient. 

(Amendment  Law  of  March  9,  18S5.) 

Art.  5.  The  dumps,  'scoria,  and  tailing  of  abandoned  mines 
are  integral  parts  of  the  mines  to  which  they  belong  ; but  as 
long  as  these  mines  have  not  become  particular  property,  they 
will  be  considered  as  common  property.  Shall  also  be  lor  common 
use  the  scoria  and  tailings  of  old  reduction  works,  abandoned  by 
their  owners,  provided  they  are  situated  on  grounds  that  are  not 
enclosed  by  fence  or  wall. 

Avt.  6.  Tiie  existence  of  a mine  being  recognised,  the  surface 
grounds  are  subject  to  occupation  of  the  extension  necessary  for 
the  proper  working  of  it,  and  as  the  development  of  the  works 
may  require  tor  the  establishment  of  storehouses,  dumps,  furnaces 
and  machinery,  for  the  extraction  of  the  metals,  houses  for  the 
use  of  workmen,  and  right  of  wTay  to  the  public  roads,  not  only 
for  the  transportation  of  the  products,  but  also  ot  the  materials 
necessary  tor  the  development  of  the  mine  and  the  reduction  of 
its  ores.  But  the  owner  of  the  land  is  not  obliged  to  allow  the 
establishment  of  industrial  or  commercial  enterprises  tor  smelting 
or  reducing. 

The  light  of  occupation  shall  be  established  only  after  pay- 
ment, not  only  of  the  value  ot  the  surface  grounds,  but  also  of 
all  damages  w hich  may  be  caused  to  their  owner  or  to  any  other 
person. 

Art.  7.  The  reads  open  for  the  development  of  a mine  shall 
also  be  tree  for  the  use  of  all  others  existing  in  the  same  locality; 
in  such  case  the  expenses  of  maintenance  shall  be  divided  between 
them  pro  rata  of  the  use  they  make  ot  them. 
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Art.  8.  Not  only  the  superficial  lands  of  the  mine,  but  also 
those  immediately  surrounding,  are  subject  to  the  use  of  said 
mine,  for  pasturing  the  animals  necessary  for  its  working,  when 
said  lands  are  unfenced  and  uncultivated ; also  the  natural  water- 
supply  for  the  use  of  workmen  and  animals. 

Those  lands  are  also  subject  to  denouncement  to  establish 
reduction  machinery,  and  the  works  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
All  damages  shall  be  paid  or  indemnity  given,  as  in  the  ease 
specified  in  Art.  6 ; and  all  the  dispositions  of  the  same  article 
are  applicable  to  this  case. 

Art.  9.  The  water  proceeding  from  the  subterranean  works 
of  a mine  belongs  to  it. 

Art.  10.  Mines  constitute  real  estate,  distinct  and  separate 
from  service  land,  even  when  both  are  the  property  of  the  same 
owner,  and  the  ownership,  possession,  use,  and  enjoyment  of  them 
are  transferable  as  in  the  case  of  other  property,  subject,  however, 
to  the  special  dispositions  of  this  code. 

Art.  11.  The  materials  and  objects  destined  by  the  owner  of 
a mine  to  the  permanent  working  of  it  : as  buildings,  machinery, 
pumps,  instruments,  tools  and  animals,  are  integral  parts  of  the 
real  estate  of  the  mine.  But  the  animals  and  objects  used  for 
personal  service,  or  for  the  transportation  or  trade  of  minerals,  of 
products  and  of  articles  of  necessity,  the  provisions  for  the  work- 
men, and  other  personal  property  of  the  owners  or  lessees,  can- 
not be  considered  as  being  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  mine. 

Art.  12.  Mines  are  not  susceptible  of  natural  division. 
Neither  is  it  permitted  to  the  partners  in  the  ownership  to 
appropriate  to  themsehres  exclusively  one  or  more  distinct  parts. 
However,  it  is  possible  to  divide  the  interests  of  one  or  more 
partners  in  parts. 

Art.  13.  The  law  grants  the  ownership  of  mines  to  individuals, 
with  the  condition  of  working  them  constantly,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  code,  and  to  the  regulations  established  for  its 
execution  and  for  their  conservation,  their  security,  order,  and 
hygiene ; but  the  loss  of  this  cla*s  of  property,  and  its  reversion  to 
the  State,  takes  place  only  in  the  cases  expressly  defined  by  the 
aw. 

Note. — Compare  with  Title  I,  the  Decree  of  September  24, 
1888,  also  Decree  No.  27  of  February  19,  1889,  and  Decree 
No  34  of  March  17,  1887. 


Title  II. — Exploration  or  Prospecting . 

Art.  14.  The  right  to  prospect  and  to  excavate  in  the  grounds 
of  whatever  ownership,  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  mines, 
which  Article  669  of  the  Civil  Code  concedes  to  individuals,  can 
be  exercised  freely  in  lands  not  fenced  in  or  not  dedicated  to 
agriculture. 

Art.  15.  To  execute  works  of  exploration  in  cultivated  lands, 
the  permission  of  the  owner  or  administrator  must  be  first 
obtained. 
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In  case  of  refusal  from  the  owner  or  administrator,  the 
judge  of  letters,  after  hearing  the  interested  parties,  and  also  an 
engineer  of  mines,  if  he  thinks  it  necessary  or  any  of  the  parties 
require  it,  shall  have  power  to  grant  or  refuse  the  permission ; 
and  his  decision  shall  be  without  appeal. 

Art.  16.  The  permission  granted  by  the  judge  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  precedent  article  shall  determine  the 
number  of  persons  that  may  be  employed  in  the  exploration, 
which  shall  be  always  conducted  according  to  the  following 
conditions : — • 

1.  The  prospecting  shall  be  made  necessarily  when  there  are 
no  crops  growing  on  the  grounds. 

2.  The  prospecting  shall  not  exceed  one  month,  counting  from 
the  date  of  the  permission. 

3.  The  petitioner  must  previously  give  bonds,  if  the  owner  of 
the  land  requires  it,  to  secure  the  payment  of  all  damages 
which  may  result  to  the  owner  from  the  prospecting  directly 
cr  indirectly. 

Art.  17.  Any  person  who  shall  have  once  obtained  a permis- 
sion from  the  judge  to  prospect  certain  grounds,  shall  be  barred 
from  asking  a second  permission  to  prospect  the  same  grounds, 
under  any  circumstances. 

Art.  18.  If,  from  any  just  cause,  the  prospecting  could  not  be 
performed  at  the  time  named,  the  permission  may  be  transferred 
to  a more  opportune  time,  by  virtue  of  a new  decree  from  the 
proper  authority. 

Art.  19.  The  judge  has  no  power  to  grant  permission  to 
excavate  in  houses,  gardens,  orchards,  nor  in  any  class  of  irri- 
gated land,  nor  in  dry  lands  planted  with  trees,  or  in  vineyards. 

Art.  20.  No  excavations,  nor  any  other  mining  work,  shall  be 
opened  at  a less  distance  than  40  yards  of  an  edifice  or  railroad, 
nor  on  any  sloping  ground  or  above  or  below  any  public  way  or 
canal  whatever,  without  permission  of  the  administrative  authority, 
who  shall  grant  it,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  respective  engineer  it 
is  not  deemed  prejudicial,  and  who  shall  prescribe  the  measures 
of  safety  that  the  case  may  require. 

In  the  same  manner,  and  without  prejudice  of  the  provisions 
of  the  preceding  paragraph,  permission  shall  be  asked  from  the 
respective  military  authority  to  execute  said  works  at  a less 
distance  than  1,400  yards  from  fortified  points. 

The  same  regulation  shall  apply  in  case  the  work  should  have 
to  be  executed  at  a distance  less  than  100  yards  from  canals, 
aqueducts,  watering  places  for  stock,  or  any  kind  of  water-course. 

The  violation  of  this  article  shall  be  punished  by  a fine  of  from 
50  dol.  to  500  dol.,  besides  an  indemnity  due  for  all  damages 
caused. 
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Title  III. — Persons  who  are  Entitled  to  Acquire  Mines. 

Art.  21.  Any  person  qualified  to  hold  real  estate  in  Honduras 
has  a right  to  acquire  mines  in  all  legal  ways,  excepting  those 
who  fall  under  the  exceptions  enumerated  in  the  following 
article. 

Art.  22.  The  following  persons  are  prohibited  from  acquiring 
mines,  or  holding  a part  of,  or  an  interest  in  them  : — 

1.  Mining  engineers  paid  by  the  State,  who  execute  adminis- 
trative functions  in  the  branch  of  mining,  within  the 
district  where  they  exercise  such  functions. 

2.  The  governors  of  departments  within  the  departments  they 
govern. 

3.  Magistrates  of  superior  tribunals  and  judges  of  letters  to 
whom  is  committed  the  administration  of  justice  in  mining 
cases,  within  the  territory  of  their  jurisdiction. 

4.  Undivorced  wives,  and  sons  of  the  above-named  officials, 
while  under  the  father’s  authority. 

This  prohibition  does  not  comprise  the  mines  acquired  before 
their  appointment  to  the  aforesaid  offices,  nor  those  which  during 
the  time  that  they  hold  it  may  have  been  acquired  by  inheritance 
by  raid  functionaries,  or  their  wives,  or  sons.  Neither  does  it 
apply  to  those  acquired  by  married  women  previous  to  their 
marriage. 

Art.  23.  The  mine,  or  portion  of  a mine,  or  stock  in  a mining 
company,  acquired  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing 
article,  shall  be  considered  as  vacant,  and  shall  be  adjudged  to 
whoever  nmiy  apply  for  or  denounce  it. 

Art..  24.  Outside  of  those  persons  and  cases  expressly  excepted 
bylaw,  no  one  shall  be  entitled  by  right  of  discovery  or  denounce- 
ment to  acquire  more  than  one  claim  upon  the  same  vein  or  lode ; 
but  any  qualified  person  can  acquire  by  other  means  any  number 
he  may  wish,  without  limitation. 

Arc.  25.  Minors  and  adult  sons  of  families  can,  without  the 
consent  ot  their  fathers  or  guardians,  acquire  the  mines  they 
discover,  and  these  shall  be  incorporated  with  their  own  industrial 
capital. 


Title  IV. — Discovery  of  Mines , and  the  Method  of  Securing  the 
Ownership  of  them. 

Art.  26.  The  discoverer  of  mines  in  grounds  where  no  other 
one  has  been  registered  within  a radius  of  one  league,  is  entitled 
to  three  claims,  continuous  or  discontinuous,  upon  the  principal 
vein,  and  to  two  upon  each  of  the  other  veins  of  his  discovery. 

The  discoverer  of  a vein  within  the  radius  of  one  league  of  a 
registered  mine  is  entitled  to  two  claims,  continuous  or  discon- 
tinuous upon  said  vein. 

Those  claims  must  be  registered  separately.  But  the  dis- 
coverer is  allowed  to  apply  for  a treble  or  double  claim,  wbWi 
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can  at,  any  time  be  divided  into  regular  claims,  subject  to  the 
conditions  specified  in  Art.  41. 

Art.  27.  Any  person  who  shall  have  discovered  mineral  in  a 
vein,  or  in  any  other  kind  of  a deposit,  shall  make  a declaration 
of  his  findings  before  the  judge  of  letters  of  the  department. 

In  his  declaration  he  shall  give  his  name  and  the  names  of  his 
partners,  if  he  has  any,  the  most  remarkable  landmarks  which 
characterise  the  site  where  is  to  be  found  the  mine-opening,  ex« 
cavation,  shaft  or  work,  in  which  he  found  the  mineral ; a sample 
of  it  must  accompany  the  declaration,  and  he  shall  mention  the 
name  which  he  desires  to  give  to  the  mine. 

The  judge  to  whom  is  presented  the  declaration  shall  note  on 
it  the  day  and  the  hour  on  which  it  was  handed  to  him. 

Art.  28.  The  judge  to  whom  the  declaration  is  presented  shall 
order  it  to  be  registered,  and  to  publish  the  registry. 

Art.  29.  The  registry  is  a complete  copy  of  the  declaration 
and  its  contents,  and  of  the  certification  of  the  day  and  hour  of 
its  presentation  made  into  tire  register  book  of  discoveries,  which 
each  judge  of  letters  shall  keep. 

He  shall  give  a copy  of  this  procedure  to  the  party  interested, 
if  he  asks  tor  it,  and  the  original  shall  be  placed  in  the  archives. 

Art.  30.  The  publication  of  the  registry  shall  be  made  by  in- 
sertion in  a newspaper  of  the  department  (if  there  be  any),  three 
times,  at  intervals  often  days. 

If  there  is  no  newspaper  in  the  department,  the  publication 
shall  be  made  by  means  of  copies  posted  for  the  term  of  30  days 
upon  the  doors  of  the  office  of  the  judge,  and  on  two  of  the  most 
frequented  localities. 

Art.  31.  The  locator  is  obliged  to  uncover  the  croppings  or 
vein  of  his  discovery  within  180  days,  counting  from  the  day  of 
registry,  by  opening  on  the  body  of  the  vein  a shaft  of  a depth  of 
no  less  than  5 yards,  and  at  its  bottom  a horizontal  gallery  of  the 
same  length,  in  order  that  it  may  be  rendered  easy  to  recognise 
the  class  of  mineral,  the  extent,  direction,  and  inclination  of  the 
vein,  and  other  circumstances  which  establish  the  existence  of  the 
mine  and  serve  to  characterise  it. 

Art.  32.  In  case  of  a regular  deposit,  in  bed  or  seam,  the  shaft 
should  follow  towards  the  greatest  dip  of  the  same  and  the  gallery 
or  drift  shall  extend  in  the  direction  of  the  same,  and  be  of  such 
shape  as  to  show  the  floor  and  roof,  so  that  it  may  be  possible  to 
note  or  recognise  with  accuracy  the  same  characteristics  or  cir- 
cumstances as  in  the  case  of  veins. 

Art.  33.  In  deposits,  scattered  or  in  masses,  the  locator  shall 
make  the  same  excavation  as  in  the  case  of  a vein,  and  always 
open  the  shaft  and  drift  in  the  body  of  the  deposit. 

Art.  34.  Having  performed  this  work,  the  locator  shall  com- 
plete the  registry  by  a petition  directed  to  the  judge  of  letters,  in 
which  he  shall  describe,  from  among  the  circumstances  enumerated 
in  the  foregoing  articles,  which  ones  characterise  his  mine,  and 
the  direction  towards  which  to  measure  his  claim,  stating  the 
width  he  desires  on  both  sides  of  the  shaft,  or  whether  he  wants  it 
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all  on  one  side  of  it.  The  petition  shall  also  be  recorded  like  the 
denouncement. 

Art.  35.  The  foregoing  proceedings  shall  establish  a provisional 
title  of  ownership  to  the  mine,  until  the  definitive  title  be  con- 
stituted, upon  petition  of  the  locator  or  interested  party,  by  the 
measurement  of  the  claim,  which  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the 
judge  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Title  VIII.  But  the 
contents  of  this  provisional  title  cannot  be  used  in  any  case  as 
legal  proof. 

Art.  36.  If  the  locator  does  not  wish  to  receive  a provisional 
title,  and  prefers  in  its  stead  a definite  one,  he  shall  express  his 
wish  in  the  petition  for  the  ratification  of  his  registry  ; and  it 
shall  be  proceeded  in  this  case  according  to  the  forms  prescribed 

in  Title  VIII. 

Art.  37.  If  the  locator,  after  having  made  his  shaft  or  per- 
formed the  legal  amount  of  work  desires  to  open  one  or  two  more 
indifferent  places  in  the  vein,  in  order  to  better  ascertain  and 
determine  the  direction,  dip,  and  other  characteristics  of  it,  and 
should,  before  the  expiration  of  the  first  period  of  time,  solicit  a 
new  one  to  execute  this  work  and  ratify  his  registry,  or  to  make 
definite  the  title  of  ownership  of  his  mine,  another  equal  exten- 
sion of  time  shall  be  granted,  which  shall  continue  after  the 
expiration  of  the  first,  and  he  shall  be  subject,  in  regard  to  this 
new  period,  to  the  obligations  and  penalties  established  in  the 
following  article  : — 

Art.  38.  If  the  locator  has  not  excavated  the  shaft  and  gallery 
within  legal  time,  or,  having  performed  that  work,  and  omits  to 
complete  his  registry,  he  will  be  considered  as  having  relinquished 
his  right,  arid  the  mine  shall  be  adjudicated  to  the  first  person 
who  shall  denounce  it  before  the  default  has  been  corrected  by 
the  locator. 

Art.  39.  A mistake  in  any  of  the  circumstances  mentioned  in 
the  ratification  of  the  registry  may  be  rectified  at  any  time,  and 
the  correction  shall  be  entered  in  the  registry.  All  of  which  is 
understood  to  be  without  injury  to  a third  party. 

Art.  40.  In  order  that  discoverers  may  be  enabled  to  divide 
in  three  or  two  mines  their  treble  or  double  claims,  they  shall 
comply,  for  each  mine,  with  the  conditions  of  ratification  of 
registry. 

Art.  41.  Persons  claiming  a better  right  to  a discovery  must 
present  their  claims  within  the  time  granted  to  the  locator  for  the 
ratification  of  the  registry  ; and  they  will  obtain  no  hearing  if 
they  do  so  afterwards. 

Art.  42.  He  shall  be  considered  the  discoverer  who  first 
presents  himself  for  registry,  excepting  the  case  wherein  it  is 
proved  that  there  was  fraud  in  anticipating  the  denouncement  or 
in  retarding  its  presentation  of  the  first  discoverer. 

Art.  43.  He  shall  not  be  considered  as  the  discoverer  of  a mine 
who  has  found  it  while  executing  mining  work  by  order,  or  while 
in  the  employ  of  another ; and  the  person  in  whose  name  he  was 
performing  said  work  shall  be  the  discoverer. 

(1658)  b 
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Title  V. — On  Rights  for  the  Exploration  of  a Known  Vein. 

Art.  44.  After  a discovery  i3  recorded  any  qualified  person 
can  ask  for  an  extension  to  prospect  the  vein,  during  90  days, 
in  the  direction  he  may  indicate  on  the  extension  of  the  vein  fixed 
by  the  discoverer,  but  no  other  individual  is  allowed  to  perform 
work  or  to  acquire  the  rights  of  a discoverer  on  the  grounds  of 
that  claim. 

Those  petitions  shall  be  recorded  in  the  register  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  declaration  of  discovery. 

Art.  45.  If  two  or  more  persons  should  present  petitions  of 
this  class  on  the  same  line  of  vein,  the  first  who  has  presented 
himself  shall  have  the  preference  in  location,  the  others  following 
in  the  order  of  priority. 

Art.  46.  Upon  his  discovering  a mineral  deposit,  the  grantee 
of  this  class  of  claims  is  obliged  to  register,  and  shall  remain  sub- 
ject to  the  other  rules,  respecting  discoverers,  established  by 
Arts.  27  and  following. 

Art.  47.  Should  the  grantee  fail  in  finding  mineral  or  crop- 
ping, or  in  registering  within  the  time  specified  in  Art.  45,  he  shall 
lose  his  rights ; and  the  claim  may  be  conceded  to  the  first  person 
who  applies  for  in  the  meanwhile  the  former  has  not  made  any 
discovery,  or  failed  to  register. 

Art.  48.  If,  after  having  performed  well  directed  and  sufficient 
work  in  relation  to  the  time  specified  in  Art.  45,  the  grantee  has 
not  been  able  to  find  vein-matter  by  reason  of  the  ground  being 
much  covered  up,  or  from  other  causes  which  cannot  be  imputed 
to  him,  and  he  v/ishes  an  extension  of  time,  it  shall  be  granted  to 
him,  after  the  report  of  the  engineer  upon  the  case  and  circum- 
stances, but  with  the  condition  that  the  extension  cannot  exceed 
the  original  time. 

O 


. Title  VI. — Abandonment  of  Mines  and  their  Loss  by  Desertion . 

An.  49.  The  miner  who  wishes  to  abandon  his  mine  shall  so 
declare  in  writing  to  the  judge  of  first  instance.  The  judge  shall 
order  the  insertion  of  such  declaration  in  the  register,  and  its 
publication  in  the  same  manner  and  during  the  same  time  as  the 
discovery.  If  there  are  mortgage  debts  against  the  mine,  the 
miner  shall  notify  the  holders  of  his  intended  abandonment,  and 
transfer  his  rights  to  them,  should  they  demand  it. 

The  first-mortgage  creditor  has  the  preference  to  the  transfer 
of  the  mine  to  him. 

Art.  50.  In  the  meanwhile,  if  the  mine  is  not  abandoned  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  article,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  the  property  of  the  last  occupant,  who  shall  remain 
subject  to  all  the  charges  and  obligations  inherent  to  the  owner- 
ship it. 

Art.  51.  An  abandoned  mine  can  be  registered  anew  by  the 
first  person  who  demands  it,  and  who  proves  its  abandonment  by 
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the  registry  made  of  it.  He  who  abandoned  it  shall  also  be  ad- 
mitted to  registry  when  the  term  of  the  publication  of  abandon- 
ment is  over. 

Art.  52.  The  ownership  of  mines  is  lost  by  desertion,  as 
stated  in  the  following  articles : — 

Art.  53.  Mines  shall  be  considered  deserted — 

1.  When,  during  one  consecutive  year,  there  shall  have  been 
no  labour  done  by  four  workmen,  at  least,  engaged  in  interior  or 
exterior  works  executed  for  the  exploration  of  the  mine. 

2.  When  the  labour  of  four  men  having  been  interrupted  at 
intervals  without  reaching  the  period  of  one  year,  the  mine  shall 
not  have  been  worked  during  400  days  in  two  years,  counted 
from  the  first  day  of  suspension. 

Art.  54.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  labour  of  four  workmen 
required  to  improve  and  work  the  ni  ne  should  be  performed 
within  the  limits  of  the  claim,  provided  that  the  work  such  as  is 
performed  outside  of  its  limits  shall  promote  its  development  as 
shafts,  pits,  or  other  works  of  this  class. 

Art.  55.  No  mine  can  be  denounced  as  deserted  during  the 
four  months  following  its  desertion,  provided  that  during  those 
four  months  works  have  been  maintained  or  resorted  in  it  which 
are  within  the  conditions  of  legal  protection. 

Art.  56.  Desertion  does  not  occur  when  the  suspension  of 
work  on  the  mine  results  from  unavoidable  causes,  as  absolute 
want  of  workmen,  war,  famine,  or  plague,  that  affect  the  territory 
wherein  the  mine  is  situated. 

Art.  57.  The  work  in  a mine  can  be  suspended  for  two  years 
without  incurring  desertion  if  those  who  have  worked  it  for  two 
years  without  interruption  pay  monthly  in  advance,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  suspension,  a local  tax  not  under  5 dol.  and  not 
over  30  dol.,  the  amount  to  be  determined  by  the  municipality 
every  three  years.  The  payment  of  this  tax  shall  be  equivalent 
as  regards  to  the  protection  of  the  mine  to  the  regular  working 
of  it  from  the  time  when  the  miner  shall  have  given  written 
notice  to  the  judge  of  the  day  on  which  the  suspension  com- 
mences. Such  notice  shall  be  also  entered  in  trie  register. 

Art.  58.  Failing  to  pay  the  tax  for  one  single  period  the  mine 
shall  be  considered  as  deserted. 

Art.  59.  Desertion  shall  be  presumed  when  the  indispensable 
dwellings  or  offices  previously  constructed  for  the  service  of  the 
mine  have  been  destroyed  or  rendered  unserviceable  by  the  in- 
fluence of  the  weather,  or  when  they  have  not  been  constructed 
during  the  year  following  the  registry,  except  when  the  miner  is 
owner  of  an  adjacent  claim,  the  offices  of  which  may  be  used  for 
the  other  also. 

Art.  60.  Several  claims  located  in  an  old  mining  property  can 
be  worked  as  one  if  they  belong  to  the  same  owner,  or  if  belong- 
ing to  several  owners  they  have  formed  a company  for  the  above 
purpose,  and  the  judge  shall  authorise  them  to  do  so  after  having 
received  full  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

To  obtain  this  authorisation  it  is  necessary  to  express  the 
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names  and  dimensions  of  the  claims  intended  to  be  operated,  the 
mechanical  means  which  are  intended  to  be  employed,  and  the 
time  at  which  the  work  is  expected  to  begin. 

It  is  likewise  necessary  to  make  evident  the  existence  of  a 
capital  proportionate  to  the  magnitude  or  extensions  of  the  works 
which  are  proposed  to  be  executed. 

The  judge  will  cause  the  engineer,  if  there  is  any,  or,  if  there 
is  none,  an  expert  named  by  him,  to  inform  him,  after  examina- 
tion of  said  mines,  ns  to  the  convenience  of  said  works,  the 
relation  of  the  capital  to  the  cost  of  the  work  intended,  and  the 
time  needed  to  begin  it,  and  he  will  in  accordance  with  this 
report  grant  or  withhold  the  authorisation  petitioned  for. 

Art.  61.  The  privilege  granted  in  the  foregoing  article  shall 
be  void : — 

1.  If  the  work  is  not  commenced  within  the  time  fixed  by  the 
judge. 

2.  If  the  work  mentioned  in  Art.  54  and  Art.  55  has  been  sus- 
pended 8 consecutive  months. 

3.  If  the  work,  having  been  suspended  for  alternate  periods  of 
time,  the  claims  should  have  been  without  work  for  300 
days  in  2 years,  counting  from  the  first  day  of  suspension. 

Art.  62.  This  privilege  shall  also  be  void  : — 

1.  By  the  dissolution  of  the  company  organised  to  perform  the 
work. 

2.  By  the  transfer  of  any  of  the  favoured  claims  to  a person 
who  does  not  work  in  company  with  the  others. 

But  in  this  second  case  the  transfer  of  title  does  not  cancel 
the  privilege  as  regards  the  other  claims  not  thus  transferred. 


Title  VII. — How  to  Constitute  New  Ownership  in  Mines  Deserted 
or  Lost  from  Other  Causes. 

Art.  63.  A deserted  mine  can  be  registered  by  the  first  person 
who  solicits  it  and  proves  legally  its  abandonment  according  to 
the  following  articles  : — 

Art.  64.  Upon  a legal  declaration  of  desertion  by  abandon- 
ment the  mine  reverts  to  the  State,  and  loses  its  boundaries  and 
individuality,  and  shall  be  registered  by  anyone  as  a new  mine 
subject  to  registry. 

Art.  65.  The  person  denouncing  a deserted  mine  shall  present, 
in  writing,  to  the  judge  of  letters  the  name  of  the  place  where  it 
is  situated,  the  facts  upon  which  he  bases  his  denouncement,  the 
name  of  the  mine  if  it  is  known,  that  of  the  mining  district  where 
it  is  found,  the  class  of  mineral,  and  other  circumstances  which 
individualise  and  distinguish  it.  He  shall  also  give  the  name  of 
the  former  owner  of  the  mine  if  it  is  known,  and  those  of  the 
actual  possessors  of  the  adjacent  mines,  if  there  are  any. 

Art.  66.  The  judge  having  admitted  the  statement,  shall 
summon  the  last  owner  and  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  mines,  to 
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appear  personally  if  they  are  known,  and  live  in  the  mineral 
district  or  department,  or  the  administrators  of  those  mines,  the 
owners  of  which  live  in  other  parts ; and,  in  case  neither  the  owners 
nor  administrators  can  be  found  in  the  place,  he  shall  notify  the 
former  by  means  of  a notice  posted  for  15  days  on  the  door  of  the 
judge’s  office,  or  inserted  three  times  in  a newspaper,,  if  there  is 
one  in  the  department. 

Art.  67.  If  no  lawful  contestant  appears  within  the  space  ol 
10  days,  counted  from  the  date  of  the  summons,  the  judge  shall 
issue  a decree  declaring  the  mine  deserted,  and  order  the  registry 
of  the  petition.  If  the  interested  party  be  outside  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  limit  time  shall  be  extended  with  due  prudence. 

The  registry  shall  be  made  in  a special  book,  and  in  the  same 
form  as  for  discoveries. 

Art.  68.  If  a lawful  contestant  appears  to  oppose  the  demand 
or  denouncement  of  desertion,  the  case  will  be  proceeded  with 
until  it  reaches  a sentence,  declaring  desertion,  and  allowing  the 
registry,  or  dissolving  the  denouncement. 

Art.  69.  If  the  person  making  the  denouncement  shall  allow 
one  complete  month  to  pass  without  taking  any  of  the  measures 
required  to  obtain  sentence  or  decree  of  desertion,  he  loses  his 
preferred  rights  to  register  or  acquire  the  deserted  mines,  against 
a posterior  denouncer,  who  may  have  presented  himself,  or  shall 
present  himself  claiming  those  rights,  pending  the  delayed  pro- 
cedure. 

Art.  70.  The  denouncer  shall  have  90  days,  counted  from  the 
date  of  the  decree  of  desertion  and  registry,  to  excavate  the  shaft 
and  gallery  or  any  vein  of  the  claim  denounced,  as  is  prescribed 
for  discoveries  in  Arts.  31,  32,  33,  and  31,  or  to  perform  any 
equivalent  work  for  the  mine. 

Art.  71.  During  that  term  of  90  days,  the  former  owner  of 
the  mine  who  has  failed  to  appear  to  oppose  the  denouncement, 
may  present  a petition  to  rescind  the  decree  of  desertion  ; but,  in 
this  case,  he  will  have  to  prove  judicially  the  illegality  of  the  de- 
nouncement. After  that  time  he  shall  not  be  heard. 

Art.  72.  The  denouncer  or  new  possessor  of  a deserted  mine  is 
obliged,  upon  demand  of  the  last  owner,  to  deliver  to  him,  or  pay 
at  their  just  valuation,  the  machinery,  tools,  utensils,  buildings, 
and  other  objects  or  works  which  said  previous  owner  may  have 
left  in  the  mine,  and  which  can  be  removed  without  injury  to  it. 

Art.  73.  The  denouncer  of  an  abandoned  or  deserted  mine, 
which,  on  account  of  caving  in  or  other  causes,  is  in  such  con- 
dition that  it  cannot  be  operated,  except  by  means  ol  shafts  or 
other  preparatory  works  of  great  cost,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  privileges  as  are  conceded  to  discoverers,  without  prejudice 
of  those  which  are  due  him  on  account  of  the  kind  of  works  he 
undertakes,  and  subject  to  the  regulations  established  respecting 
those  works. 

Art.  74.  The  denouncement  of  mines  made  through  the  in- 
fraction of  any  law  which  imposes  as  penalty  their  loss,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  proceeding  established  respecting  the  denouncement 
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of  deserted  mines,  except  in  what  may  have  been  especially  deter- 
mined by  the  law. 


Title  YIII. — Mining  Claims  and  their  Boundaries  and  what 
Constitutes  a Definitive  Title  of  Ownership. 

Art.  75.  The  ground  which  the  law  grants  to  a miner  to 
develop  his  mine  is  called  mining  claim.  A claim  has  an  in- 
definite depth  within  the  limits  of  its  length  and  breadth. 

Art.  76.  In  regular  veins  the  claim  shall  consist,  when  in  un- 
occupied lands,  or  lands  not  occupied  by  other  mines  previously 
denounced,  of  250  yards  of  horizontal  length,  and  of  100  yards  to 
200  yards  at  right  angles,  or  in  width,  according  to  the  inclination 
of  the  vein  to  the  horizon. 

Art.  77.  The  length  shall  be  measured  in  following  the  course 
of  the  vein,  and  starting  from  the  point  of  the  cropping  which  the 
miner  designates,  so  as  to  leave  within  the  claim  the  works  men- 
tioned in  Art.  31. 

Art.  78.  The  width  shall  be  measured  upon  a horizontal  line 
perpendicular  to  the  course  of  the  vein. 

It  can  be  distributed  on  one  or  the  other  side  of  the  vein,  in 
the  proportion  that  the  miner  desires.  But  if  the  neighbours 
oppose  it,  there  shall  not  be  granted  more  than  10  yards  against 
the  inclination  of  the  vein. 

Art.  79.  To  fix  the  width,  the  following  scale  shall  be 
observed  : — From  30  degrees  to  45  degrees  inclusive,  200  yards; 
from  45  degrees  to  50  degrees  inclusive,  165  yards;  from 
50  degrees  to  60  degrees  inclusive,  135  yards;  from  60  degrees  to 
65  degrees,  115  yards;  from  65  degrees  to  90  degrees, 
100  yards. 

Art.  80.  In  irregular  deposits  or  masses  the  claim  shall  form  a 
rectangle,  the  horizontal  section  of  which  shall  be  equal  in  surface 
to  a square  of  200  yards  a side. 

Art.  81.  In  auriferous  sands  or  tin-bearing  sands,  and  others 
mentioned  in  Art.  4,  the  claim  shall  consist  of  10,000  square  yards, 
and  can  be  in  the  form  of  a rectangle  or  square,  or  a series  of 
squares  in  contact  with  one  another  in  the  form  the  miner  desires, 
but  without  intervening  openings  or  spaces.  In  no  case  shall  the 
claim  have  a length  of  more  than  300  yards. 

Art.  82.  The  administrative  authority  shall  see  that  two  in- 
variable points  be  fixed  in  each  mining  district,  of  which  the  line 
of  union  shall  exactly  represent  the  direction  of  the  astronomical 
meridian. 

Art.  83.  In  order  to  proceed  with  the  locating  and  measuring 
of  a claim,  the  neighbouring  owners  must  be  previously  summoned 
to  appear,  as  prescribed  in  Art.  68. 

They  shall  have  a term  of  10  days  to  claim  the  preferred 
measurement  of  their  mine  or  mines. 

Art.  84.  The  priority  of  the  declaration  or  denouncement  of  a 
mine  gives  a preferred  right  to  have  it  laid  out  and  measured  over 
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more  recent  mines  ; but  that  right  of  preference  becomes  extinct 
if  the  mine  is  found  deserted,  even  before  it  has  been  so  declared. 

Art.  85.  The  petition  for  measurement  not  having  been 
opposed,  or  the  litigation  having  ended  by  a final  sentence,  the 
judge  shall  order  the  engineer  of  State  to  execute  the  measure- 
ment, after  having  notified  the  parties  of  the  day  on  which  it  shall 
take  place. 

Art.  86.  Each  of  the  interested  parties  shall  have  also  the  right 
to  name  before  the  judge  an  expert  to  witness  the  measurement 
and  laying  out,  who  will  watch  the  operations  of  the  person 
appointed  by  the  judge,  and  who  will  make  on  the  ground  the 
observations  and  oppositions  he  may  think  proper  in  regard  to  the 
proceedings,  data,  and  estimates. 

Art.  87.  The  engineer  shall  previously  examine  the  mine,  and 
after  having  ascertained  that  it  contains  mineral  or  a vein,  and  that 
the  legal  amount  of  labour  has  been  performed,  he  shall  proceed 
to  lay  out  the  claim,  distributing  the  measurement  of  length  to 
one  or  the  other  side  of  the  shaft,  in  the  manner  that  has  been 
requested  by  the  miner  in  the  ratification  of  his  registry,  or  as  he 
then  desires,  if  there  are  no  neighbouring  owners,  or  if  there  are 
any  and  they  make  no  opposition  ; but  said  shaft  shall  be  always 
enclosed  within  the  limits  of  the  claim. 

He  should  also  collect  samples  of  the  ore,  and  mark  out  the 
points  where  he  fixes  the  posts  or  boundary  marks,  that  they  may 
be  firm,  lasting,  and  easily  found  out. 

Art.  88.  Mines  registered  in  claims,  solicited  to  explore  a vein 
on  the  continuation  of  another  known  mine,  should  be  laid  out  if 
possible  in  such  a manner  as  to  leaye  no  vacant  space  between  the 
one  or  the  other. 

Art.  89.  A claim  must  in  all  cases  be  continuous.  If  it  should 
happen  that  there  is  not  enough  ground  to  fill  up  the  measurement 
to  which  it  is  entitled  by  reason  of  the  interposition  of  another 
claim,  the  first  shall  be  restricted  to  the  ground  which  is  free  up  to 
the  point  of  interposition,  and  its  measurement  shall  not  be  com- 
pleted by  jumping  over  the  interposed  mine. 

This  is  understood  to  be  without  prejudice  of  the  regulations 
contained  in  Art.  104. 

Art.  90.  The  engineer  or  expert  shall  make  use  of  the  mag- 
netic north  to  fix  the  courses,  and  always,  if  possible,  shall 
determine  the  position  of  the  legal  work,  which  they  will  have 
taken  as  a basis  of  their  operations,  with  reference  to  landmarks 
easily  perceivable  on  the  ground,  taking  note  of  their  distances. 
In  those  places  where  the  astronomical  meridian  has  been  deter- 
mined, the  engineer  should  note  carefully  the  angle  of  the  magnetic 
declination. 

Art.  91.  The  operation  having  been  completed,  the  engineer 
or  expert  shall  draw  up  a record  of  the  proceedings,  containing  a 
description  clear  and  circumstantial  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  performed,  and  of  their  results,  as  well  as  of  the  observations 
or  objections  made  by  the  assistant  experts  named  by  the  interested 
parties. 
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This  record,  signed  by  the  engineer  himself,  by  the  assistant 
experts,  by  the  interested  parties,  and  by  two  witnesses,  shall  be 
laid  before  the  judge,  who,  finding  it  complete  and  in  legal  form, 
shall  order  its  inscription  in  the  register,  and  shall  have  the 
original  placed  in  the  archives  and  a copy  given  to  the  interested 
party ; or  he  shall  correct  the  faults  or  illegalities  which  he  may 
discover. 

Art.  92.  If  there  should  arise  any  disagreement  between  the 
engineer  and  the  experts,  upon  any  point  of  their  examination, 
the  judge  shall  appoint  another  engineer  or  expert  who  shall  act 
jointly  with  those  disagreeing ; and  if  the  new  operation  results 
in  a majority  of  similar  opinions,  the  inscription  shall  be  ordered 
in  conformity  with  the  majority  and  in  the  manner  laid  down  in 
the  precedent  article. 

Art.  93.  The  proceedings  mentioned  in  the  preceding  articles, 
shall  be  immutable  and  shall  constitute  a definitive  title  to  the 
property  of  the  mine,  and  it  cannot  be  impugned,  except  in  the 
case  of  an  evident  error  of  experts  being  found  in  the  record,  or 
of  fraud  and  deceit.  However,  it  can  be  rectified,  on  petition  of 
the  owner  at  any  time  in  which  are  discovered  new  data  which 
may  serve  to  better  determine  the  direction  or  dimension  of  the 
vein,  provided  no  damage  be  caused  to  a third  party. 

Art.  94.  It  shall  also  be  rectified,  on  the  petition  and  at  the 
expense  of  a miner  who  should  locate  in  the  limits,  or  vicinity  of 
a laid  out  claim,  and  who  should  allege  that  it  has  a greater  ex- 
tension than  that  assigned  in  the  title. 

Art.  95.  In  rectification,  the  proceeding  shall  be  the  same  as 
in  the  first  location  and  measurement. 

Art.  96.  The  miner  is  obliged  to  maintain  and  preserve  the 
landmarks  of  his  claim,  and  cannot  change  nor  move  them  under 
a penalty  of  a fine  of  not  less  than  25  dol.,  nor  more  than 
250  dol.,  without  prejudice  of  the  criminal  responsibility  of  his 
action,  if  he  has  done  it  maliciously. 

Art.  97.  If,  by  accident,  a landmark  has  fallen  down,  or  has 
been  destroyed,  the  miner  shall  inform  the  judge  that  he  may  have 
it  replaced  in  its  proper  position  after  summoning  the  neighbours 
to  be  present. 


Title  IX. — A Miner's  Rights  upon  his  Claim  and  Intersection 

of  Mines. 

Art.  98.  The  miner  is  the  exclusive  owner  within  the  limits 
of  his  claim,  and  in  all  its  depth,  not  only  of  the  registered  vein 
or  deposit,  but  also  of  all  the  other  veins,  cross-veins,  and  mineral 
substances,  which  exist  or  may  be  found  in  it. 

Art.  99  But  he  is  forbidden  to  follower  work  them  into  some 
one  else’s  claim. 

Art.  100.  Every  trespass  subjects  him  to  restitution  of  the 
amount  taken  out,  according  to  the  valuation  of  experts,  without 
prejudice  of  an  action  for  theft,  should  bad  faith  be  proven 
against  him. 
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Art.  101.  Fraud  will  be  presumed  when  the  trespass  exceeds 
25  yards. 

Art.  102.  In  case  of  the  crossing  of  a registered  vein,  the 
miner  shall  have  the  right  to  follow  it  from  the  point  where  it 
leaves  the  interposed  claim,  provided  he  is  able  to  identify  it,  and 
to  require,  in  conformity  to  the  dispositions  of  Art.  139,  the 
right  of  way  through  the  interposed  claim,  or  the  right  to  use  it 
for  his  purpose. 

Art.  103.  No  one  can  be  accused  of  trespassing  upon  a mine 
which  has  no  claim  laid  out,  nor  visible  landmarks,  as  long  as  it  is 
not  legally  measured,  or  its  old  landmarks  are  not  replaced. 

Art.  104.  The  owners  of  adjoining  or  neighbouring  mines 
have  the  right  to  visit  personally,  or  through  an  engineer  or 
expert,  named  by  themselves  or  by  the  judge,  the  adjoining 
mines,  when  they  fear  that  a trespass  has  been  committed,  or 
is  about  to  be  committed,  or  that  any  damage  whatever  is  to 
result,  such  as  an  inundation  or  other  damage  of  that  kind,  or 
when  by  such  inspection  they  believe  that  they  can  obtain  know- 
ledge which  may  be  useful  to  them  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
respective  works. 

When  the  visit  has  been  solicited  by  reason  of  suspicion  of 
trespass,  or  through  fear  of  inundation,  the  engineer  or  expert 
can  take  measurements  of  the  works  adjacent  to  the  mine  of  the 
solicitor. 

Art.  105.  Groundless  refusal,  the  concealing  of  the  work,  or 
any  obstacles  or  difficulties  placed  in  the  way  of  inspection  and 
examination  shall  be  considered  as  a presumption  of  bad  faith  in 
the  trespass. 

Art.  106.  If  the  measurements  taken  by  the  engineer  cr  ex- 
pert named  by  the  judge  result  in  proving  a trespass,  the  judge 
shall  order  a temporary  suspension  of  the  work  at  the  intercross- 
ing and  affix  seals  upon  the  points  of  division,  while  the  interested 
parties  carry  their  cases  before  the  proper  tribunals. 

Art.  107.  If  the  miner  in  his  underground  works  should  have 
passed  the  limits  of  his  claim,  he  shall  have  the  right  to  enlarge 
or  increase  it  in  the  direction  in  which  he  thus  went  out  of  his 
limits,  and  in  extent  equal  to  that  ^liich  might  have  occurred 
horizontally  with  those  works,  provided  that  such  extension  be  in 
vacant  lands,  or  on  lands  of  an  abandoned  or  deserted  mine. 

The  proceedings  in  regard  to  this  extension  shall  be  the  same 
as  for  measurement  and  laying  out  of  claims. 


Title  X. — Conditions  to  which  is  Subject  the  Working  of  Mines . 


Art.  108.  Mines  must  be  worked  and  operated  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  art  of  mining,  and  to  the  regulations  of  security 
and  order  laid  down  by  the  President  of  the  Republic. 

Art.  109.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  dispositions  of  the  prece- 
dent article,  the  mines  shall  be  the  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
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the  administrative  authority,  who  shall  prescribe  the  time  and 
manner  of  inspection,  as  he  may  judge  convenient. 

Art.  110.  The  miner  or  occupant  must  place  at  the  disposal 
of  the  engineers  or  experts  appointed  to  visit  the  mine  or  its 
works  the  articles  necessary  for  that  inspection. 

He  must  in  the  same  time  show  them  the  books,  the  plans, 
the  roll  of  labourers  and  other  data  which  may  serve  to  make  a 
complete  showing  if  they  desire  it. 

Art.  111.  The  owners  or  administrators  of  mines  must  keep 
their  works  well  ventilated,  so  that  the  labourers  shall  not  be 
choked  or  suffocated  by  the  accumulated  gases  or  unwholesome 
air,  or  by  the  infiltration  or  accumulation  of  water. 

Art.  112.  The  owners  or  administrators  of  mines  are  forbidden 
under  a fine  of  50  dol.  to  500  dol.,  without  prejudice  of  an  action, 
either  civil  or  criminal,  in  case  of  accident,  to  allow  work  to  be 
done  in  places  where  lamps  are  burning  with  difficulty,  or  are  ex- 
tinguished from  the  want  of  sufficient  air. 

They  are  also  forbidden,  under  a fine  of  25  dol.  to  150  dol., 
to  allow  work  to  be  carried  on  in  the  dark. 

Art.  113.  Miners  are  obliged  to  secure  the  roof  and  sides  or 
walls  of  their  works  in  headings  and  levels,  used  for  carrying  ore 
or  material,  by  means  of  timber,  masonry,  or  broken  stone  walls, 
&c.,  as  the  softness  or  hardness  of  the  work  or  nature  of  the 
ground  may  require,  under  a penalty  of  50  dol.  to  250  dol.  for  the 
first  offence,  and  for  the  second  of  the  loss  of  the  mine,  if,  having 
been  requested  by  the  Governor,  they  fail  to  execute  the  work 
judged  to  be  necessary  for  its  safety,  in  the  time  which  may 
have  been  specially  designated  in  accordance  with  the  engineer’s 
report. 

Art.  114.  The  owner  of  a mine  whose  deepest  workings  have 
caved  in  is  obliged  to  clear  them  out  until  the  continuation  of 
said  works  can  be  carried  on,  under  a penalty  of  50  dol.  to 
250  dol.  for  the  first  offence,  and  for  the  second,  the  loss  of  the 
mine,  if  he  does  not  begin  and  conclude  this  work  within  a period 
fixed  by  the  Governor  according  to  the  examination  and  report 
of  the  engineer. 

If,  by  failing  to  apply  the  proper  means  of  drainage,  any 
lower  mine  shall  suffer  damages,  the  miner  shall  indemnify  the 
injured  owners,  according  to  valuation  of  experts. 

Art.  115.  The  drainage  of  a mine,  by  means  of  works  of  a 
lower  level,  cannot  be  done  wfithout  permission  of  the  Governor. 
In  this  permission,  which  shall  be  given  upon  previous  advice  of 
the  engineer,  the  proper  precautions  to  avoid  accidents  shall  be 
determined. 

Any  infraction  of  this  article  shall  be  fined  25  dol.  to  150  dol., 
without  prejudice  of  civil  or  criminal  responsibility  in  case  of 
accident. 

Art.  116.  In  all  headings  the  inclinations  of  which  exceed  35 
degrees,  there  shall  always  be  a railing,  solidly  built,  to  facilitate 
the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  labourers.  If  the  average  inclina- 
tion of  those  works  reaches  to  40  degrees,  there  must  be,  besides 
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the  railing,  a series  of  footholds  in  the  rock  itself,  or  made 
artificially. 

Any  infraction  of  the  present  article  shall  be  fined  from  25 
dol.  to  50  dol. 

Art.  117.  The  ladders  placed  in  the  transit  shafts  shall  be 
constructed  with  a view  to  the  safety  of  the  miners.  Any  in- 
fraction of  this  article  shall  be  punished  by  the  same  fine  as  that 
specified  in  the  precedent  one. 

Art.  118.  If  the  workmen  have  to  go  down  into  the  mine, 
through  shafts,  in  cars  or  cages,  the  owners  shall  use  cables  of 
first  quality,  and  apply  the  apparatus  of  safety  which,  to  avoid 
accidents,  the  Governor  shall  prescribe,  upon  previous  advice  of 
the  engineer. 

Art.  119.  In  the  working  of  the  mines,  safety  fuses  shall  be 
used  for  firing  powder.  In  the  loading  of  blasts,  only  ramrods 
with  points  made  of  soft  iron,  or  copper,  or  any  other  material 
which  does  not  produce  sparks  by  striking,  shall  be  used. 

Art.  120.  The  employment  of  women,  or  of  children  under  12 
years  of  age,  in  the  interior  of  a mine  is  prohibited,  under  a 
penalty  of  10  dol.  to  25  dol. 

Art.  121.  The  damages  caused  to  a mine  by  the  works  of 
operating  another  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  latter,  upon 
a just  valuation  made  by  experts,  without  prejudice  of  any 
penalties  to  which  such  damages  may  have  given  rise. 

Art.  122.  When,  from  the  visit  of  inspection  of  a mine  by  the 
commissioned  engineer,  it  shall  appear  that  the  life  of  the  work- 
men or  the  security  of  the  works  are  in  jeopardy  from  any  cause, 
he  shall  dictate  the  measures  necessary  to  remove  the  cause  of 
danger.  Should  any  reclamation  be  made,  the  Governor  shall  hear 
the  report  of  one  or  more  engineers,  employed  at  the  expense  of 
the  interested  party,  and  he  shall  decide  in  accordance  with  the 
opinion  of  the  majority. 

If  the  report  of  the  first  engineer  shows  that  there  is  im- 
mediate danger,  he  shall  order  the  temporary  suspension  of  the 
work,  any  reclamation  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Art.  123.  If  by  any  accident  occurring  in  a mine,  there  shall 
be  caused  the  death  or  great  injury  of  one  or  more  persons,  or 
the  safety  of  the  miners  should  be  compromised,  the  owners, 
directors,  or  administrators  must,  under  a penalty  of  50  dol.  to 
200  dol.,  give  immediate  notice  to  the  alcalde  (mayor)  of  the 
municipality,  who,  together  with  the  engineer  or  expert  who  may 
be  in  the  place,  shall  proceed,  without  delay,  to  make  a summary 
investigation  of  the  occurrence  and  its  causes,  and  to  take  the 
proper  measures  to  avert  the  danger  and  its  consequences. 

To  this  end  he  will  have  the  power  to  use  all  the  tools,  the 
workmen,  and  the  animals  belonging  to  the  mine,  and  anything 
that  he  may  judge  necessary,  in  order  to  attain  his  object.  Said 
alcalde  shall  also  inform  immediately  the  Governor  and  the  respec- 
tive judge  of  what  has  occurred. 

Art.  124.  The  penalties  which  are  established  in  this  code 
shall  be  imposed  by  the  judge. 
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Title  XI. — Works  of  Excavation  and  Assistance  which  Miners  owe 

to  each  ollter . 

Art.  125.  The  miner  who  desires  to  operate  his  mine  by 
means  of  drifts,  shafts,  or  inclines,  can  prosecute  his  works  with- 
out previous  permission,  within  the  limits  of  his  claim,  or  outside 
of  them,  if  the  ground  is  not  occupied  by  other  miners. 

Art.  126.  If,  to  carry  on  these  works,  it  should  be  necessary 
to  commence  them  in  somebody  else’s  claim,  or  to  cross  it  in  all 
its  breadth,  or  only  on  a portion,  and  no  arrangements  could  be 
made  with  the  owner,  the  miner  must  solicit  permission  from  the 
judge. 

The  judge  will  grant  it,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer,  the 
following  circumstances  are  made  manifest : — 

1.  That  the  work  is  possible  and  useful. 

2.  That  it  cannot  be  performed  on  any  other  point  without 
incurring  far  greater  expenses. 

3.  That  the  working  of  the  mine  which  the  excavation  has  to 
cross  is  not  rendered  impossible  or  very  difficult. 

Art.  127.  Each  of  the  parties  can  also  name  an  expert  to  pro- 
ceed join tlyr  with  the  one  appointed  by  the  judge,  and  the  judge 
shall  notify  them,  beforehand,  of  the  day  on  which  the  examina- 
tion of  the  grounds  will  take  place. 

Art.  128.  If  any  disagreement  should  arise  between  the 
engineer  and  the  experts  it  shall  be  treated  as  described  in 
article  94. 

Art.  129.  The  judge,  in  granting  the  permit,  shall  determine 
the  course  of  the  excavation  or  work,  and  the  maximum  of 
extension  which  can  be  given  in  the  other  claim,  from  the  opinion 
of  the  engineer  and  experts,  and  the  miner  has  to  conform  strictly 
to  that  course  and  extension  in  the  prosecution  of  his  work, 
otherwise  he  will  have  to  ask  for  a new  permission,  which  cannot 
be  granted  without  the  advice  of  the  engineer.  However,  such 
permission  shall  not  be  needed  when  the  variation  is  accidental 
and  occurs  in  order  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  are  encountered 
in  the  work. 

Art.  130.  Before  commencing  the  work  of  excavation  the 
miner  shall  give  bonds  to  the  mine  which  he  intends  to  cross. 

Art.  131.  The  owner  of  the  crossed  mine  must  not  interfere 
with  the  shaft  or  drift  which  crosses  it,  nor  with  its  supports; 
neither  can  he  extract  minerals  any  nearer  than  two  yards,  unless 
lie  constructs  supports,  according  to  regulations.  But  the 
miner  shall  reimburse  him  the  expenses  which  may  be  occasioned 
by  this  compliance  with  the  rules. 

Art.  132.  If  the  party  who  thus  excavates  encounters  a vein 
in  another  claim,  he  cannot  operate  and  work  it,  and  is  allowed 
only  to  follow  his  own  excavation  across  it;  and  he  shall  deliver 
the  ores  to  the  owner,  after  having  deducted  the  cost  of  extract- 
ing them,  but  he  can  register  and  acquire  the  veins  which  lie 
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may  find  in  vacant  ground,  by  filling  the  conditions  required  of 
discoverers. 

In  this  case  the  measurement  and  laying  out  of  the  claim  will 
be  made  on  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

Art.  133.  If  the  party  who  excavates  desires  that  his  works 
should  cross  abandoned  or  deserted  mines,  he  can  take  possession 
of  them  and  protect  them  by  the  simple  fact  of  his  working  the 
excavation,  after  having  denounced  and  registered  them. 

Art.  134.  In  order  that  the  mine  or  miners  should  be  con- 
sidered as  protected  by  the  works  of  the  excavation,  it  is 
necessary : — 

1.  That  it  should  be  shown  by  the  report  of  the  engineer  that 
the  excavation,  or  a part  of  it,  is  worked  in  the  direction 
of  said  mine,  and  that  its  development  by  that  means 
is  possible  and  useful. 

2.  That  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  the  excavation  does 
not  vary  from  the  course  determined,  except  in  the  acci- 
dental case  indicated  in  article  132. 

3.  That  in  the  work  of  excavation,  the  number  of  workmen 
specified  for  holding  mining  property  shall  be  maintained, 
and  all  other  conditions  complied  with. 

Art.  135.  The  owners  of  mines  which  may  be  drained  by  the 
excavation,  or  the  operation  of  which  may  be  facilitated  by  it, 
shall  pay  to  the  party  who  works  said  excavation,  and  upon 
valuation  of  experts,  either  the  value  of  the  benefits  received,  or  the 
cost  which  might  accrue,  if  said  benefits  were  obtained  by  other 
means.  This  disposition  applies  to  drainage  by  means  of  shafts. 

Art.  136.  Mines  can  be  used  to  facilitate  the  ventilation  of 
those  which  may  need  it,  and  to  allow  the  underground  drainage 
of  other  mines  in  the  direction  of  the  general  drainage.  On  the 
surface  they  cannot  stop  the  necessary  transit,  and,  on  the  surface 
as  well  as  underground,  they  must  render  to  one  another  those 
services  which,  without  detriment  to  any,  may  be  of  benefit  to 
others. 

This  is  understood  to  be  with  payment  for  damages,  to  be 
appraised  by  experts. 


Title  XII. — State  Engineers  and  Mining  Experts . 

Art.  137.  For  the  administrative  service  of  mines,  there  shall 
be,  in  each  mining  district,  one  State  engineer  who  will  see  to 
the  execution  of  this  law  in  regard  to  the  safety,  order,  and  regu- 
lation of  the  works,  and  promote  the  advancement  and  progress 
of  mining. 

Art.  138.  The  State  engineer  shall  also  attend  to  the  laying 
out  of  claims,  and  to  all  the  act3  and  relations  of  miners  which 
might  affect  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  State  over  mines  or 
its  direct  interest  in  their  operation. 
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Art.  139.  Where  there  is  no  State  engineer,  or  in  questions 
or  particular  indemnities,  or  other  cases  in  which  the  State  has  no 
interest,  the  judges  or  administrative  functionaries  can  appoint 
experts,  selected  among  the  mining  engineers,  bearers  of  diplomas, 
or  in  default  of  them,  among  the  most  honourable,  creditable, 
and  competent  miners. 

Art.  140.  The  organisation  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  their 
attributions  and  their  duties,  shall  be  regulated  by  decree  of  the 
President  of  the  Republic. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  shall  also  determine,  after 
consultation  with  the  respective  municipalities,  the  limits  or 
extent  of  the  mining  districts. 


Title  XIII. — Alienation  and  Prescription  of  Mines  and  Sales  of 

Minerals. 

Art.  141.  Mines  can  be  alienated  between  living  persons,  or 
conveyed  in  case  of  death,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  real 
estate. 

Art.  142.  The  original  property  of  mines  is  acquired  by  legal 
registry ; and  after  this  has  been  accomplished,  the  registered 
mine  remains  subject  to  the  rules  governing  recorded  property. 

Art.  143.  For  the  transfer  of  laid-out  mines,  and  to  constitute 
vested  rights  in  them,  there  shall  be  kept  in  each  department  a 
special  recording  register,  placed  in  charge  of  the  judge  of 
letters.  It  shall  be  kept  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same 
rules  as  the  recording  register  of  real  estate. 

Art.  144.  The  transfer  of  the  mines  the  registry  of  which  has 
not  been  completed,  or  respecting  which  a definitive  title  of  pro- 
perty has  not  been  secured,  will  be  done  by  inscription  in  the 
register  of  discoveries. 

Art.  145.  The  sale  of  mines  shall  not  be  held  as  complete 
whilst  a public  deed  has  not  yet  been  granted.  However,  the 
private  writing  of  contracts  of  sale  shall  hold  good  as  a promise 
to  complete  and  legalize  them. 

Art.  146.  The  time  of  possession  necessary  to  acquire  the 
property  of  mines  by  prescription  is  only  2 years  in  the 
ordinary  prescription  and  10  years  in  the  extraordinary. 

Art.  147.  There  shall  not  be  allowed,  in  any  manner,  recovery 
of  minerals  bought  in  the  stores  of  mines,  or  from  a "well-known 
miner,  or  in  the  presence  of  the  judge,  or  witnesses  not  employed 
by  the  buyer,  or  by  means  of  a certificate  of  the  proper  authority 
of  the  district  whence  the  mineral  proceeds,  stating  that  the 
vendor  actually  works  a mine  producing  the  same  mineral  as 
that  sold,  or  that  he  has  acquired  such  minerals  by  legal  right. 

Art.  148.  The  purchase  of  stolen  mineral  accomplished  with- 
out the  conditions  of  the  precedent  article,  subjects  the  buyer 
to  the  presumption  of  concealing  stolen  property. 

Art.  149.  In  this  last  case  it  will  be  sufficient  for  the  claimant 
to  prove  that  he  has  been  robbed  of  minerals,  and  t hat  the  ores 
he  claims  are  similar  to  those  produced  by  his  mine. 


HONDURAS. 


29 


Title  XIV. — Hiring  of  j Workmen  by  Time. 

Art.  150.  The  contract  for  hiring  the  services  of  workmen 
for  more  than  1 year  shall  be  made  in  writing,  but  the  workmen 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  stay  in  service  more  than  5 years,  counted 
from  the  date  of  the  contract. 

Art.  151.  If  no  time  has  been  stipulated,  the  services  may 
cease  at  the  option  of  either  party.  Nevertheless,  in  the  case  of 
overseers,  mechanics,  or  other  operatives  of  the  same  class,  either 
party  must  give  notice  to  the  other  of  his  intention  of  cancelling 
the  contract,  although  no  condition  to  that  effect  had  been  stipu- 
lated, at  least  15  days  before. 

Art.  152.  If  the  workman  engaged  for  a determined  time, 
with  a notice  stipulation,  should  leave  suddenly  without  serious 
cause,  he  shall  pay  to  his  employers  an  amount  equal  to  1 month 
of  his  salary,  or  the  salary  equivalent  to  the  time  of  notice  stipu- 
lated, or  to  the  days  needed  to  accomplish  it,  respectively. 

Art.  153.  The  employer  who,  in  the  same  manner,  should 
dismiss  the  operative,  shall  have  to  pay  him  a similar  sum,  besides 
the  travelling  expenses  of  coming  and  going,  if,  to  engage  his 
services,  he  made  him  change  his  residence. 

Art.  154.  Shall  be  considered  as  serious  causes  on  behalf  of 
the  employer,  inaptitude,  disorderly  conduct,  or  insubordination 
of  the  employe,  or  the  fact  that  the  latter  has  become  unfit  for 
work,  from  any  cause,  for  more  than  1 month. 

The  employer,  however,  shall  take  all  necessary  care  of  the 
employe  who  shall  have  been  hurt,  or  who  has  become  sick  in 
the  service  of  the  mine,  or  who  has  been  disabled  from  an  accident 
which  may  have  occurred  in  it. 

Art.  1 55.  Shall  be  considered  as  serious  causes  in  favour  of 
the  employe,  bad  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  employer,  or  the 
failure  to  pay  his  salary  at  the  time  specified  or  usual. 

Art.  156.  The  employe  who  shall  run  away,  after  having 
received  an  advance  on  his  salary,  without  giving  it  back,  shall  be 
guilty  of  fraud  for  the  sum  defrauded. 

Art.  157.  The  books  of  the  mine  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence 
when  kept  regularly  by  an  employe,  and  not  by  the  owner — 

1.  In  regard  to  the  amount  of  salary. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  salary  and  to  the  time 
expired. 

3.  In  regard  to  the  amount  advanced  to  the  employe  for 
account  of  current  month. 

Art.  158.  Are  not  subject  to  the  precedent  dispositions,  the 
contracts  made  for  the  performance  of  a special  work,  nor  those 
which  refer  to  the  service  or  the  overseers,  of  the  book-keepers, 
or  other  employes  of  this  category,  although  these  may  have 
been  contracted  for  a specified  time. 

Art.  159.  The  salaries  and  wages  due  for  the  current  month, 
to  the  workmen  and  other  employes  of  the  mine,  the  controller 
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included,  shall  be  paid  in  preference  to  all  others  from  the 
products  of  the  mine.  Even  the  utensils  and  tools  can  be  sold 
for  that  object. 

As  for  the  other  property  of  a bankrupt  miner  the  salaries 
and  wages  of  the  labourers  and  employes  shall  have  the  same 
preference  which  is  granted  by  common  law  to  those  of  clerks 
.and  servants. 


Title  XY. — Mines  Owned  in  Society  or  Community. 

Art.  160.  The  mine  or  portion  of  a mine  brought  in  as 
property  or  usufruct  shall  not  be  understood  as  regards  to  third 
parties  as  belonging  to  the  society,  unless  such  fact  has  been 
inscribed  in  the  proper  register. 

Art.  161.  Should  there  be  no  stipulation,  the  administration 
of  the  society  or  community  belongs  to  the  associates  or  joint 
holders  who  may  have  the  right  to  vote  in  the  meetings,  but  the 
number  of  administrators  can  be  restricted,  and  even  a third 
party  can  be  in  charge  by  agreement  of  those  interested. 

Art.  162.  The  administrators  shall  exercise  the  same 
functions  which  the  law  confers  upon  the  administrators  of  civil 
societies. 

Art.  163.  The  administrators  are  obliged  to  keep  account 
books,  in  which  shall  appear  clearly  and  specifically  the  invest- 
ments and  products  of  the  mine.  The  other  associates  or  joint 
holders  shall  have  the  right  to  examine  those  books  whenever 
they  deem  it  convenient. 

Art.  164.  Unless  it  is  otherwise  stipulated,  the  members  may 
alienate  their  shares,  even  without  consent  of  their  associates,  as 
if  their  existed  no  contract  of  society. 

Art.  165.  The  distribution  of  the  gains  or  proceeds  shall  be 
made  monthly,  and  in  values,  except  in  case  of  agreement  or 
stipulation,  or  in  specie,  should  one  or  several  of  the  associates 
or  joint  holders,  representing  more  than  30  per  cent,  of  the  social 
capital,  require  it. 

Art.  166.  But  in  the  case  of  exception  of  the  preceding 
article,  the  administrators  shall  have  the  power  to  alienate  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  ores  to  cover  the  working  expenses  and 
those  which  may  occur  during  the  following  month,  unless  the 
associate  or  joint  holder  should  wish  to  pay  in  money  the  present 
and  anticipated  expenses. 

Art.  167.  The  amount  and  extension  of  work  to  be  executed 
in  the  mine,  with  the  proceeds  derived  from  it,  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  a majority  of  votes  ; but  a unanimous  vote  shall  be 
necessary  to  carry  the  works  beyond  what  is  prescribed  in  regard 
to  mines  w hich  give  no  proceeds. 

Art.  168.  In  no  case  can  an  associate  be  compelled  to  con- 
tribute to  the  erection  of  reduction  or  smelting  works  to  treat 
the  minerals  extracted  from  the  mine,  unless  it  is  stipulated 
otherwise. 
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Art.  169.  If  the  mine  should  not  give  sufficient  proceeds  the 
associates  or  joint  holders  cannot  be  obliged  to  contribute  more 
than  their  corresponding  share  in  the  expenses  of  investigation 
outside  of  those  necessary  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  mine,  and 
the  maintenance  of  the  works  specified  in  Title  X. 

Art.  170.  Should  any  of  the  members  wish  to  undertake  in 
the  mine  more  expensive  works,  the  usefulness  of  which  should 
have  been  shown  by  experts,  he  can  solicit  from  the  judge  an 
authorisation  to  carry  them  into  effect,  and  may  reimburse  him- 
self for  the  amounts  expended,  with  commercial  interest,  from 
the  first  proceeds  of  the  mine. 

Art.  171.  The  associates  or  joint  holders  are  obliged  to  pay 
four  months  in  advance,  or  in  the  manner  agreed  upon  or  deter- 
mined, the  share  assessed  against  them  in  the  expenses  of  the 
mine  as  agreed  upon  or  stipulated. 

Should  any  of  them  have  failed  to  pay,  and  having  been 
requested  by  any  of  the  contributors,  and  not  present  himself  to 
make  payment  within  15  days,  they  can  request  that  the  delin- 
quent be  considered  as  having  abandoned  the  community  or 
society,  and  that  his  share  in  the  mine  accrue  proportionally  to 
that  of  those  who  have  paid  their  assessments. 

Even  if  there  had  been  no  previous  agreement  or  stipulation 
in  regard  to  the  amount  of  expenses,  the  same  right  shall  exist 
in  regard  to  those  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  mine. 

Art.  172.  The  demand  on  the  delinquent  member  shall  be 
dene  judicially  and  in  person  if  he  resides  in  the  department 
where  the  mine  is  situated  or  has  a known  representative  therein. 

If  he  does  not  reside  in  the  department,  and  has  not  therein 
a known  representative,  it  shall  be  sufficient  to  publish  the 
demand  three  times  at  least,  at  intervals  of  10  days,  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  designated  by  the  judge,  if  there  is  any  in  the 
department,  or,  if  there  is  none,  by  placards,  which  shall  be 
posted  within  the  same  intervals  on  the  doors  of  the  judge’s 
office. 

Art.  173.  The  members  or  joint  holders  in  whose  favour  the 
increase  shall  have  been  declared,  must  inscribe  in  the  recording 
register  of  mines  the  portion  which  has  fallen  to  each. 

Art.  174.  If  there  exists  a stipulation  to  work  in  the  mine 
for  a specified  time,  the  members  who  have  contributed  have  the 
option  between  the  right  of  increase,  established  in  the  preceding 
article,  or  legal  prosecution  to  compel  the  delinquent  to  pay  his 
assessment. 

Art.  175.  The  member  or  joint  holder  who,  without  previous 
consultation  with  his  co-associates  or  joint  holders,  shall  have 
executed,  at  his  own  cost,  the  works  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  mine,  shall  have  only  the  right  to  claim  from  them,  pro- 
portionally, the  reimbursement  of  his  expenses. 

Art.  1 7 G.  In  the  meetings  of  the  members  or  joint  holders, 
those  shall  have  a right  to  vote  who  own  a share  or  a portion  of  a 
share,  representing  at  lea:-t  one-fourth  per  cent,  interest  in  the 
ownership  of  the  mine,  unless  it  is  otherwise  stipulated. 
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Those  who  possess  miner  but  uniform  shares,  can  unite  to 
cast  as  many  votes  as  they  can  form  a sufficient  amount  of* 
shares. 

Art.  177.  At  the  meetings  and  deliberations  of  the  members 
or  joint  holders,  legally  convocated,  the  majority  of  votes  of 
those  present  shall  decide. 

The  votes  shall  be  counted  according  to  the  interest  or  portion 
owned  by  each  of  the  voters  in  the  community  or  society ; but 
the  vote  of  one  alone  can  never  form  a majority,  but  a tie. 

Art.  178.  In  the  case  of  ties  the  judge  shall  decide,  taking  into 
consideration  the  equity  between  the  interested  parties  and  the 
interest  of  mining. 

Art.  179.  The  notification  of  meetings  shall  be  made  to  all 
the  members  or  joint  holders,  at  the  instance  of  any  of  them 
expressing  the  object  of  the  call,  and  which  must  be  made  in 
the  same  form  prescribed  for  notifying  delinquent  members  or 
joint  holders. 

Art.  180.  Even  the  member  or  joint  holders  who  are  not 
entitled  to  vote  shall  be  called ; but  a personal  convocation  shall 
not  be  necessary  for  them  ; a call  through  newspapers  or  posters 
shall  be  sufficient. 


Title  X VI. — Advances  to  Mines. 

Art.  181.  By  contract  to  furnish  advances,  a person  obligates 
himself  to  cover  the  expenses  caused  by  the  working  of  a mine, 
and  to  repay  himself  only  from  its  proceeds. 

Art.  182.  Contracts  for  advances  must  be  in  writing,  and  they 
will  have  no  effect  in  regard  to  third  parlies  unless  they  are  drawn 
as  a public  document  and  recorded  in  the  register  of  constitution 
of  vested  rights  in  mines. 

Art.  183.  Advances  may  be  contracted  for  quantities  or  for  a 
determined  time,  or  for  the  performance  of  one  or  more  works  in 
the  mine. 

Art.  184.  If  the  contract  does  not  specify  the  time  or  quantity 
of  advances,  the  contracting  parties  can  cancel  it  whenever  they 
deem  it  convenient. 

Art.  185.  The  miner  can  at  any  time  stop  the  furnishing  of 
advances  by  transferring  the  ownership  of  the  mine  to  the  party 
advancing  money,  and  the  latter  by  renouncing  his  credit  for 
advances  already  made. 

Art.  186.  It  can  be  stipulated  that  the  payment  of  what  is 
due  to  the  party  advancing  money  may  be  made  in  bullion,  at  the 
price  agreed  upon  by  the  interested  parties,  or  appraised  by  a 
third  person,  as  in  the  case  of  sales  or  in  cash,  with  the  premiums 
which  may  be  determined. 

Art.  187.  It  may  also  be  stipulated  that  the  party  advancing 
money  may  become  owner  of  a portion  of  the  mine  in  payment 
of  his  advances.  In  this  case  the  contract  will  be  governed  by 
the  dispositions  which  regulate  mines  in  society  or  community. 
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But  if  the  advancing  party  using  the  right  granted  by 
Art.  188  should  stop  the  furnishing  of  advances,  the  portion  of 
the  mine  of  which  he  became  owner,  in  virtue  of  the  contract, 
shall  revert  to  the  ownership  of  the  miner,  without  encumbrances 
or  obligations  on  the  part  of  the  latter. 

Art.  188.  The  advances  must  be  furnished  by  the  party 
advancing,  at  the  time  stipulated,  or  as  the  works  may  require  ; 
and  if,  after  he  has  been  requested,  he  refuses  to  pay  the 
expenses,  or  delays  such  payments  to  the  detriment  of  the 
works,  the  miner  shall  have  the  option  between  making  a demand 
in  the  usual  manner  in  such  cases,  or  receiving  money  from 
another  party  for  account  of  the  party  advancing,  or  contract 
with  another  whose  account  shall  have  preference  of  payment. 

Art.  189.  If  the  miner  invests  the  money  or  supplies  advanced 
by  the  party  for  a purpose  other  than  was  intended  without  his 
consent,  he  will  be  guilty  of  abuse  of  confidence,  and  the  con- 
tractor shall  have  the  right  to  assume  the  administration  of  the 
mine. 

The  party  advancing  shall  have  the  same  right,  if,  the  mine 
being  insolvent,  it  could  be  proved  to  the  miner  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  mine  is  careless  and  too  expensive,  in  spite  of  the 
advancer’s  representations  and  reclamations  which  he  may  have 
made  against  those  abuses. 

Art.  190.  If,  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  for  advances, 
the  mine  should  be  found  insolvent,  the  party  advancing  shall 
have  the  right  to  retain  it,  and  to  continue  his  advances  under 
his  own  administration,  until  he  can  repay  himself,  in  preference 
to  all  other  creditors,  excepting  the  holders  of  anterior  mortgages, 
not  only  for  what  was  due  him,  but  also  for  the  new  advances 
with  the  premiums  and  in  the  manner  stipulated  in  the  contract. 

Art.  191.  If  the  mine  is  in  the  position  indicated  in  the 
precedent  article,  and  the  party  advancing  does  not  wish  to  con- 
tinue his  advances,  the  miner  shall  have  the  right  to  contract 
with  other  parties,  whose  accounts  shall  have  preference  over  the 
previous  one3. 


Title  XVII. — Sequestration  of  Mines. 

Art.  192.  When  the  sequestration  of  a mine  or  of  its  products 
occurs  sufficient  property  shall  be  set  aside  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  working.  The  owner  or  holder  can  raise  the  sequestration 
by  offering  security  or  mortgage  to  answer  for  the  restitution  of 
the  mine,  or  of  said  products;  but  in  that  case,  the  sequestrator 
can  claim  the  appointment  of  a controller,  who  shall  see  that  the 
works  are  conducted  fairly  and  legally,  and  who  shall  keep  an 
account  of  the  expenses  and  proceeds  of  the  mine. 

Art.  193.  If  the  proceeds  of  the  sequestrated  mine  are  not 
sufficient  to  pay  its  expenses,  and  the  sequestrator  refuses  to 
furnish  the  necessary  funds  for  that,  the  mine  shall  be  returned 
to  the  owner  until  a definite  sentence  is  reached  in  the  suit  which 
caused  the  sequestration. 
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Art.  194.  The  sequestration  of  the  products  of  a mine  cannot 
be  decreed  in  an  ordinary  suit,  but  only  after  hearing  the  parties, 
and  in  virtue  of  a title,  giving  rise  to  a presumption  of  owner- 
ship or  right  of  the  sequestrator,  until  contrary  proof  is 
presented. 

Title  XVIII. — Seizure  of  Mines. 

Art.  195,  In  executory  judgments,  neither  the  mine  of  the 
debtor,  nor  the  tools  or  provisions  introduced  for  its  operation, 
can  be  attached  or  alienated,  unless  the  consent  of  the  miner  is 
expressed  in  said  judgments;  but  execution  can  be  effected 
against  the  minerals  on  hand  which  have  been  extracted  from  the 
mine. 

Art.  196.  If  the  proceeds  of  those  minerals  and  of  the  other 
effects  attached  are  not  sufficient  to  pay  off  the  debt,  the  creditor 
shall  have  the  right  to  take  the  mine  under  his  administration  as 
a pledged  property,  until  he  can  pay  himself  with  the  proceeds 
from  it. 

Art.  197.  The  creditor  to  whom  the  mine  is  delivered  as  a 
pledge  must  administer  it  with  the  same  care  and  under  the  same 
obligations  imposed  by  the  law  to  the  associate  administrators. 

If  the  mine  does  not  produce  enough  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
economical  and  legal  operations,  he  can  ask  the  judge  an 
authorisation  to  make  advances,  and  he  shall  then  enjoy  the  same 
rights  granted  to  parties  advancing,  not  only  as  regards  the 
quantities  invested  in  such  advances  and  the  commercial  interest, 
but  also  as  regards  his  original  credit. 

Art.  198.  Whilst  the  mine  remains  in  the  possession  of  the 
creditor,  the  miner  shall  have  the  right  to  visit  it,  to  inspect  the 
works,  to  examine  the  books  and  vouchers,  either  personally  or 
through  his  representative,  and  to  make  the  observations  and 
corrections  which  the  keeping  of  accounts  and  the  system  of 
work  may  suggest  to  his  mind.  He  may  also  solicit  the  appoint- 
ment of  a controller  with  the  powers  conferred  in  Art.  195. 

Art.  199.  If  the  creditor  doe3  not  work  the  mine  according 
to  the  legal  requirements,  or  if  it  should  be  shown  that  his 
administration  is  fraudulent,  or  that  it  is  careless  and  unduly 
expensive,  although  he  may  have  been  warned  against  such  an 
abuse,  he  will  lose  the  right  of  administration,  and  he  shall  only 
be  allowed  to  require  the  appointment  of  a controller,  who  shall 
be  in  the  same  time  the  receiver  of  the  products  of  the  mine. 

Art.  200.  In  the  cases  of  insolvency  or  bankruptcy  of  mines, 
the  creditors  shall  he  asked  to  take  on  their  own  account  the 
administration  of  the  mine ; and  those  who  will  consent  to  this 
shall  have  the  same  rights  and  obligations  established  in  regard  to 
executors. 

This  is  understood  to  be  without  prejudice  of  the  rights 
granted  to  mortgage  holders  or  parties  advancing.  The  mortgage 
holders  or  preferred  creditors  of  the  mine  shall  have  a preferred 
right  to  have  the  administration  of  the  mine  confined  to  them. 
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Final  Title. — Observance  of  this  Code . 

Art.  (final).  The  present  code  shall  enter  in  force  on  January 
1,  1881,  and  on  that  date  all  pre-existing  laws  or  special  ordinances 
on  mining,  even  those  which  are  not  contrary  to  its  disposition, 
shall  be  abrogated. 

On  September  24,  1888,  the  foregoing  code  was  supple- 
mented and  explained  by  the  following  decree  : — 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Honduras,  by  virtue  of  the 
powers  vested  in  him  by  Art.  48  of  the  Constitution,  and  by  Act 
of  Congress  of  December  23,  1887,  decrees  : — 

Art.  1.  By  means  of  denouncement,  as  established  by  the 
mining  code,  or  by  concession  of  the  Government,  is  acquired  the 
possession  of  mines,  working  grounds,  mineral  zones,  reduction- 
work  sites,  mill  sites,  and  water  privileges,  necessary  for  the 
utilisation  of  their  products,  as  well  as  other  uses. 

Art.  2.  Therefore,  those  who  have  lawfully  acquired  these 
rights,  previous  to  the  issuance  of  this  decree,  or  who  may  acquire 
them  by  the  same  methods  in  the  future,  shall  be  considered  as 
their  sole  owners  and  proprietors.  ^ 

Art.  3.  Ownership  in  sites  for  reduction  works  or  mills, 
superficial  concessions  and  water  privileges,  shall  be  governed,  as 
to  duration,  by  the  same  laws  and  conditions  as  those  relating  tp 
mines ; it  being  necessary,  in  the  denouncement  of  the  former,  to 
observe  and  follow,  as  far  as  adaptable,  the  rules  and  regulations 
governing  the  denouncement  of  the  latter;  and  the  title  granted, 
either  by  method  of  denouncement  or  concession,  shall  bet  / 
recorded,  as  are  recorded  all  deeds  for  real  estate,  and  shall  be 
considered  full  and  sufficient  proof  of  ownership. 

Art.  4.  Mill  sites  and  superficial  concessions,  intended  for  the 
establishment  of  reduction  works,  or  for  the  development  of 
mines,  shall  belong  exclusively  to  those  to  whom  they  have  been 
granted,  and  they  shall  have  full  light  to  ask  for  their  disoccupa- 
tion,  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  already  or  may  establish 
hereafter  works  thereon,  such  as  farms,  fields,  dwelling  houses,  or, 
anything  of  that  class.  In  case  such  works  or  buildings  have  ^ 
been  placed  by  authority,  or  with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  rightful  owner  or  proprietor,  then  their  value  shall  be  carefully 
ascertained  by  experts,  and  their  owners  be  indemnified  for  the 
same  ; but  in  case  such  works  or  buildings  have  not  been  so 
placed  or  located,  then  no  indemnity  shall  be  necessary. 

Art.  5.  When  sites  for  reduction  works,  mill  sites,  superficial 
concessions,  mineral  zones,  and  water  privileges  belong  to  owners 
of  mines,  they  shall  have  them  as  accessory  holdings,  with  full 
ownership,  use,  and  possession  of  the  same. 

Art.  6.  Reduction  sites  which  do  not  belong  to  owners  of 
mines  shall  be  denounceable  when  abandoned,  and  the  method  of 
denouncement  shall  be  in  the  same  form  as  that  prescribed  for 
abandoned  mines. 

Mills  or  other  establishments  for  the  reduction  of  ores  shall 
be  considered  as  abandoned  when  the  buildings  are  unroofed,  and 
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when  they  do  not  contain  either  machinery  or  tools,  and  there  is 
not  on  the  ground  serviceable  lumber  for  their  repair : although 
the  walls  of  the  building  or  buildings  should  still  remain  standing, 
and  even  without  these  reasons  or  facts  they  shall  still  be 
denounceable  and  adjudicable,  when  no  formal  work  shall  have 
been  executed  there  for  two  consecutive  years. 

In  every  case,  however,  of  the  denouncement,  on  account  of 
abandonment  of  reduction  works  or  other  establishments,  to  which 
this  and  Art.  5 refers,  the  denouncer  must  recompense  the  former 
owner,  the  valuation  to  be  made  by  experts,  for  everything  which, 
although  attached  to  the  soil,  may  be  made  serviceable  by  repair; 
or  the  former  owner  shall  be  permitted  to  utilise  the  same,  pro- 
vided he  can  so  do  without  notable  harm  to  the  succeeding  works, 
or  he  may  remove  them  provided  he  should  so  within  the  time 
which  the  authority,  admitting  the  denouncement,  shall  assign. 

Art.  7.  At  the  expense  of  those  interested,  there  shall  be 
published  in  any  newspaper  of  the  capital  an  extract  of  each 
petition  made  to  the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
any  of  the  vested  rights  mentioned  in  Art.  1,  and  the  judge  of 
letters,  in  whose  jurisdiction  said  rights  may  be  located,  must  be 
officially  notified  of  the  fact,  and  the  priority  of  the  petition 
made  to  the  administrative  or  judicial  authorities  shall  serve  as  a 
base  for  preference  in  their  adjudication,  in  case  of  conflict  or 
opposition  between  concessionists,  or  between  them  and 
denouncers. 

Art.  8.  Every  concession  of  mineral  zones  shall  lapse  if  within 
twro  years,  dating  from  their  being  granted,  no  formal  work  shall 
have  been  begun,  in  the  form  and  under  the  conditions  established 
by  the  respective  code  ; but  the  executive  power  can  grant  or 
excuse  delays,  grounding  or  basing  on  the  greater  or  lesser 
probability  of  such  work  being  established. 

Art.  9.  Whenever  a mine  owner,  having  several  claims  in  the 
same  district  shall  work  one  of  them  on  a large  scale,  and  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  labour,  or  the  lack  of  some  other 
element,  shall  be  impeded  in  the  simultaneous  working  of  the 
others,  the  Government,  being  informed  of  the  cause,  shall  be 
able  to  grant  him  protection  in  the  ownership  of  said  claims  for  a 
determined  time. 

Art.  10.  If  the  reduction  works  are  to  be  established  on 
private  lands,  by  private  agreement  and  without  making  use  of 
the  rights  mentioned  in  Arts.  6,  7,  and  8 of  the  mining  code,  and 
also  in  the  decree  of  March  19,  1885,  then  those  interested  shall 
have  only  the  rights  which  may  have  been  granted  them  by  the 
respective  proprietors  of  the  lands,  and  they  shall  also  arrange 
with  said  parties  privately  in  regard  to  wood  and  wTater  privileges 
which  they  may  wish  to  make  use  of  on  the  lands  of  the  latter, 
or  of  any  materials  that  they  may  desire  to  take  from  the  same. 

Art.  11.  Every  owner  of  mines,  without  paying  any  tax  or 
fees,  shall  have  the  right  to  make  use  of  the  timber  on  Govern- 
ment or  municipal  lands,  and  shall  also  have  free  use  of  the 
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necessary  water,  not  granted  already  to  others,  or  any  materials 
which  may  be  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  his  works. 

Art.  12.  If  various  parties  should  solicit,  at  the  same  time,  sites 
for  working  grounds  of  mines,  and  there  should  not  be  sufficient 
space  for  all,  then  preference  shall  be  given  to  those  having  the 
largest  capital,  and  who  shall  give  guarantees  of  working  on  a 
large  scale  ; and  also,  under  the  same  circumstances,  attention 
must  be  paid  to  priority  of  time  in  the  petition. 

Art.  13.  Any  question  that  may  arise  between  millowners,  or 
between  them  and  private  parties,  or  towns,  with  regard  to  the 
use  of  water,  the  cutting  of  wood  or  timber,  or  the  use  of  other 
materials,  or  with  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  mines,  reduction 
works,  mineral  zones,  or  superficial  concessions,  or  with  regard  to 
the  occupation  of  the  same,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  decision  of 
a board  of  arbitrators,  which  shall  be  formed  in  the  following 
manner. 

Art.  14.  Before  the  judge,  who  has  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  question,  each  contending  party  shall  choose  a representative, 
with  the  power  to  act  as  arbitrator.  The  arbitrators  thus  named 
shall  choose  a third,  and,  in  case  of  not  being  able  by  reason  of 
disagreement  to  do  so,  said  third  arbitrator  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  judge.  In  case  one  of  the  contending  parties  should  not 
wish  to  respond  to  the  demand  for  arbitration,  or,  responding, 
should  refuse  to  appoint  a representative  with  the  quality  of 
arbitrator,  then  the  judge,  in  such  default,  shall  himself  appoint 
him  ; but  in  every  case  the  arbitrators  appointed  must  be  capable 
men. 

Art.  15.  The  tribunal  of  arbitrators  being  organised,  it  shall 
hear  the  litigants,  who  will  bring  forward  the  documents  and 
proofs  which  they  may  consider  necessary,  together  with  the 
arguments  in  their  behalf;  and  said  tribunal  shall  proceed  with 
good  faith,  truth,  and  care,  but  without  subjecting  itself  to  the 
rigorous  process  of  ordinary  law  proceedings. 

Art.  16.  When  said  tribunal  believes  that  the  contending 
parties  have  had  full  and  fair  opportunity  to  present  their  cases,  it 
shall  give  the  decision  which  it  believes  to  be  just,  and  from  such 
decision  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Art.  17.  The  proceedings  must  positively  be  terminated  within 
one  month,  except  in  case  that  one  or  both  of  the  contending 
parties  shall  prove  that  some  of  their  testimony  or  witnesses  are 
outside  of  the  Republic,  and  in  such  case  tribunal  may  extend  the 
proceeding  for  a period,  which  shall  not  exceed  3 month*. 

Art.  18  The  arbitrament,  being  arrived  at,  shall  be  remitted, 
with  the  reasons  therefor,  to  the  respective  judge,  who  shall 
execute  it,  and  he  shall  fix  the  fees  which  the  contending  parties 
must  pay  to  the  arbitrators  ; and  these  latter  will  make  a statement 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  the  case,  and  the 
litigants  are  not  allowed  to  question  neither  the  accounts  of  the 
arbitrators  nor  the  fees  fixed  by  the  judge. 

Art.  19.  Suits,  however,  which  shall  have  been  in  process  of 
trial  in  the  points  indicated  in  this  decree,  but  prior  to  the 
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emission  of  the  same 


they  were  brought,  notwithstanding  Arts.  13  and  19  of  this 
decree. 

Art.  20.  By  this  decree  shall  be  tried  and  adjudged  all 
disputes  with  regard  to  mines  and  other  property  of  which  Art.  1 
treats  ^except  those  mentioned  in  Art.  19),  the  same  having  been 
acquired  judicially  or  administratively  before  and  subsequent  to 
its  emission ; and  said  decree  shall  take  effect  from  the  date  of 
its  emission ; all  present  law,  however,  bearing  on  the  same 
points,  and  that  do  not  come  in  conflict  with  it,  shall  remain  of 
full  force  and  effect. 


Given  in  the  Government  House,  at  Tegucigalpa,  on  September 
24,  1888. 


By  the  President : 

Francisco  Planas,  Secretary  of  State. 


To  further  encourage  the  mining  industry  in  Honduras  two 
decrees  have  been  issued,  one  on  November  18,  1882,  and  the 
other  on  March  17,  1887,  granting  several  exemptions  and  privi- 
leges of  importance  to  miners  and  other  persons  connected  with 
this  business. 

The  text  of  both  decrees  reads,  respectively,  as  follows  : 


Vhereas  the  mining  industry  is  daily  acquiring  greater 
imx  ance,  and  whereas  it  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  favour 
it,  in  !er  that  it  may  attain  in  as  short  a time  as  possible  all 
the  development  and  perfection  of  which  it  is  capable,  therefore 
the  President  decrees  : — 

Art.  1.  Honduraneans  or  foreigners  who,  associated  together 
or  as  private  individuals,  engage  in  the  bona  fide  working  of 
mines  which  have  first  been  duly  enrolled  shall  enjoy  the  follow- 
ing concessions : 

1.  To  export  free  of  duty  the  silver,  gold,  copper,  &c.,  which 
they  produce. 

2.  To  introduce  free  of  duty  and  of  every  kind  of  imposts 
machinery  for  raising  weights,  stamping  and  grinding  ores,  for 
extracting  the  metals  therefrom,  for  working  iron  and  steel,  and 
sawing  timber,  &c.,  whether  the  said  machinery  be  moved  by 
steam  or  water,  pumps  to  extract  water,  shovels,  hammers, 
plantation  knives,  axes,  drills,  wedges,  grindstones,  machinists’ 
tools,  including  forges,  anvils,  &c.,  powder  of  all  kinds,  exploders 
and  fuse  to  produce  the  explosion,  oils  for  illuminating  and  lubri- 
cating purposes,  materials  in  bulk,  such  as  steel  for  augurs,  iron 
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in  plates  or  bars  or  cast  or  the  form  of  hoops,  nails,  spikes, 
screws,  tubes  of  iron,  bronze,  copper,  lead,  guttapercha,  &c., 
locks,  hinges,  ropes  made  of  steel,  iron,  hemp,  or  other  material, 
plates  of  pure  or  sheet  copper,  silver  and  copper  in  bars  for 
smelting,  bronze,  tin,  lead,  quicksilver,  or  any  other  metal  con- 
sidered  necessary  to  carry  out  the  work,  diamonds  in  bulk  or 
with  teeth,  diamond  drills  if  needed  to  drill  rock,  all  the  material 
used  in  the  art  of  assaying  ores,  such  as  crucibles,  smelting 
furnaces,  chemical  ingredients  for  mixing  and  analysis,  or  to  be 
employed  in  the  milling  of  ores,  or  to  extract  therefrom  the  gold, 
silver,  and  copper  which  they  contain  : the  said  ingredients  may 
be  acids,  sulphur,  metallic  salts,  &c.,  glass  apparatus  for  chemical 
operations,  stearine  or  sperm  candles,  and  tents  of  cloth. 

3.  The  right  to  use  the  woods  and  waters  extant  in  public  or 
vacant  lands,  without  other  restriction  than  such  regulations  of 
the  Government  or  with  its  approval  the  respective  municipalities 
may  issue  concerning  the  same ; and 

4.  The  operatives  engaged  in  mines  and  mills  shall  be  free 
from  military  duty  during  the  time  they  remain  thus  employed, 
but  they  must  engage  to  serve  for  at  least  six  months,  to  which 
end  the  managers  shall  register  with  the  respective  departmental 
commanders  the  number  of  operatives  which  they  may  need. 

Art.  2.  The  materials  specified  in  Art.  1,  must  be  ordered 
from  abroad  directly  by  the  owners  of  the  mines,  or  by  the 
superintendents  representing  them,  and  they  must  send  a copy 
of  the  said  order  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (secretarfa  de 
hacienda).  These  articles  shall  be  brought  directly  from  the 
ports  to  the  establishment  of  the  mines,  to  which  they  belong, 
and  the  way-bill  for  the  transit  of  the  same,  shall  be  extended 
by  the  administrator  of  customs  and  returned  by  the  alcalde  of 
the  municipality  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  establishments  are 
situated. 

Art.  3.  The  managers  of  the  mines  are  obliged  to  construct 
a safe  place  for  storage  for  powder  and  other  explosives.  Such 
places  for  storage  will  not  be'  permitted  within  the  precincts  of 
human  settlements. 

Art.  4.  The  managers  of  mines  shall  not  be  permitted  to  sell 
the  powder  or  other  dutiable  articles,  which  they  have  introduced 
free  under  these  concessions,  during  the  time  they  carry  on  their 
operations.  The  party  who  violates  this  rule  shall  be  prosecuted 
as  a smuggler,  losing  in  addition  the  right  of  availing  himself  of 
the  privileges  of  this  decree.'  ’'  But  the  matriculated  miners  located 
in  the  same  mining  district,^  may  in  cases  of  urgent  necessity 
make  loans  and  sales  among  themselves,  of  such  articles  as  they 
may  require  to  continue  their  operations,  after  previously  obtain- 
ing permission  of  the  respective  judge  of  the  peace. 

Art.  5.  A mine  being  abandoned,  its  owners  shall  have  the 
right  to  sell,  at  a price  which  shall  not  exceed  the  first  cost,  their 
machinery,  tools,  and  all  comprised  in  loose  fixture  (material 
volante),  but  before  executing  said  sale,  the  owners  must  present 
to  the  Government  an  inventory  of  the  existing  material,  that  in 
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case  it  would  be  convenient  to  buy  all,  or  part  of  the  referred  to 
and  existing  property,  to  which  the  Government  shall  have  the 
first  right  of  preference. 

Art.  6.  In  all  the  “tercenas”  (Government  stores)  will  be 
sold  the  powder,  at  6 reals  per  lb.,  needed  by  the  matriculated 
miners. 

Art.  7.  The  governors  of  the  departments  will  keep  a register, 
in  which,  by  solicitation  of  the  interested  parties,  the  governors 
will  inscribe  the  names  of  mines  which  are  under  exploitation 
in  their  respective  departments,  according  to  the  regulations  of 
the  mining  code  ; they  will  also  inscribe  the  name  of  the  individual 
or  company  to  which  they  belong. 

The  certificate  of  this  register  will  constitute  the  matriculation, 
which,  with  e<  anonymous/’  companies,  will  be  extended  in  favour 
of  the  superintendent. 

Art.  8.  In  making  the  register,  the  governors  will  demand 
the  presentation  of  the  definite  title  of  the  mining  property,  also 
judicial  information  that  the  mine  is  worked.  Every  four  months 
the  governors  will  remit  to  the  “ ministerio  de  hacienda  ” a report 
about  the  extended  matriculations. 

Art.  9.  The  matriculation  shall  be  renewed  every  four  months, 
otherwise  it  shall  be  of  no  advantage. 

Art.  10.  The  present  decree  shall  not  admit  of  any  change 
during  10  years,  and  all  the  privileges  hereby  granted  shall  be 
considered  in  force  during  that  period. 


Decree  of  March  17,  1887. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Honduras,  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof  knoweth  that  the  national  congress  has  ordered  the 
following  decree,  No.  34. 

The  national  congress,  with  the  view  of  giving  to  the  mining 
industry  a large  augmentation,  decrees: 

Single  article. 

There  is  conceded  to  the  miner  the  exclusive  right  to  use  for 
the  working  of  his  mine,  all  the  woods,  which  are  found  on  the 
mining  claim*,  that  were  given  to  him  according  to  law,  and 
which  are  in  national  lands. 


During  the  fiscal  year  1892  the  total  value  of  exports  from 
the  Republic  was  256,68 51.  * of  which  102,974/.  represented  the 
value  of  minerals,  91,416/.  of  live  stock,  55,314 /.  agricultural 
produce,  and  6,981/.  of  manufactured  goods,  showing,  on  the 
whole,  a material  decrease  as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous 

* Throughout  this  report  the  exchange  is  reckoned  at  the  rate  of  7 dol.  30  r. 
to  the  11. 


41 


hondurIs. 

year,  when  the  total  was  estimated  at  381,000/.  This  serious 
falling-off  of  her  external  commerce  is  mainly  attributable  to  the 
disturbing  influence  of  the  revolution  which  lasted  for  so  many 
months,  and  to  the  state  of  stagnation  into  which  commerce  on 
the  north  coast  was  thrown  during  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
owing  to  the  epidemic  of  yellow-  fever.  The  following  table  sets 
forth  the  quantities  and  value  of  articles  of  export  for  the  year 
1892  : — 


Articles. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Live  stock  in  general  . . 

Pol. 

667,339 

c. 

37 

£ 

91,416 

Bananas  . . 

211,939 

02 

29,032 

Cocoanuts 

91,989 

05 

12,601 

Eaw  tobacco 

22,208 

75 

3,042 

Coffee  . . . . . . . . 

41,393 

85 

5,670 

Indiarubber 

6,861 

12 

939 

Lumber  (mahogany  and  cedar) 

6,758 

64 

926 

Sarsaparilla  . . . . . . 

19,883 

78 

2,724 

Other  agricultural  products  . . 

2,762 

20 

380 

Silver 

732,059 

10 

100,282 

Gold  

19,657 

00 

2,692 

Tobacco  (manufactured) 

27,104 

80 

3,713 

Straw  hats 

16,916 

00 

2,317 

Other  manufactured  articles  . . 

6,930 

85 

951 

Total 

•• 

0 » 

1,873,803 

53 

256,685 

The  following  table  shows  the  destination  of  the  exports  in 
the  past  year,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  United  States 
and  Guatemala  are  the  chief  markets  for  Honduranian 
produce : — 


Countries. 


Value. 


£ 


United  States 

137,072 

Guatemala  . . 

69.375 

British  Honduras  . . 

12,597 

Salvador 

15,239 

Germany 

8,094 

England 

5,064 

Costa  Kica  . . 

4.123 

Nicaragua  . . 

1,889 

France 

1,091 

Spain 

959 

Other  countries 

1,182 

The  total  number  of  bales  imported  into  Honduras  in  the  past  import 
fiscal  year  was  147,830,  valued  at  274,861/.,  the  duties  of  which 
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Shipping. 


amounting  to  88,423/.  The  table  below  sets  forth  the  imports 
from  the  different  countries 


Country. 

Yalue. 

United  Statea 

£ 

126,663 

England  . . . . . . 

46,852 

France 

35,236 

Germany  . . . . . . 

35,809 

Salvador 

15,682 

Nicaragua  ..  .. 

5,327 

4,358 

British  Honduras  . . . . 

Spain 

1,406 

Guatemala  . . 

1,588 

Other  countries 

1,740 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  the  import  trade  lies  princi- 
pally in  the  hands  of  the  United  States.  The  exports  to  Hon- 
duras from  that  country  have  within  the  last  few  years  been 
steadily  increasing,  which  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  Americans 
are  rapidly  ousting  other  nations,  notably  England,  from  the 
Honduras  market.  This  is  no  doubt  chiefly  owing  to  the 
proximity  of  the  two  countries  and  to  the  Reciprocal  Commercial 
Arrangement  entered  into  between  them.  The  falling-off  in 
British  trade  is  also  attributable  to  the  supineness  and  ultra- 
conservative policy  inherent  in  our  manufacturers,  which,  in  con- 
tradistinction to  their  American  and  German  rivals,  renders  them 
disinclined  to  adapt  their  articles  to  the  tastes,  means,  and 
requirements  of  the  native  consumer. 

Honduras  presents  but  little  interest  as  regards  shipping. 
Almost  the  entire  traffic  of  the  Republic  lies  in  the  hands  of  the 
Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company,  trading  between  Panama  and 
San  Francisco;  occasional  sailing  vessels  also  touching  the 
Atlantic  side.  The  following  table  shows  the  movement  in 
shipping  in  the  Honduranian  ports  in  the  past  year  : — 


Port. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Amapala 

84 

102,059 

6 

2,741 

Puerto  Cortez  . . 

127 

83,795 

34 

2,717 

Roatan  . . . . 

34 

19,483 

199 

6,310 

Truxillo. . 

41 

24,058 

156 

3,307 

Utila 

30 

17,010 

232 

5,543 

Total  . . 

316 

246,405 

627 

20,618 

The  table  below  shows  the  nationality  of  the  vessels  which 
entered  the  five  ports.  No  returns  are  given  of  the  number  of 
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ships  cleared,  but  the)'  may  be  considered  as  identical  with  those 
given  above  for  their  entrance  : — 


Nationality. 

Number  of  Vessels . 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Total. 

United  States  . . 

175 

26 

201 

England. . 

54 

99 

153 

Honduras 

0 

493 

493 

Norway  . . 

38 

1 

39 

Italy 

28 

3 

31 

Germany  . . . . . . 

14 

1 

15 

Sweden  . . 

7 

0 

7 

Other  countries 

0 

4 

4 

Total  . . . . 

316 

627 

943 

The  revenue  for  the  past  fiscal  year  was  1,764,137  dol.  36  c. 
f241,662 /.),  which,  on  comparison  with  that  of  the  previous  year, 
shows  a diminution  of  11,785/.,  and  was  derived  as  follows  : — 


Amount. 

Description. 

1891. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

Customs  dues  \ . . . 

, . 

73,636 

72,884 

Excise  . . . . . . 

179,811 

168,778 

Total  , . 

253,447 

241,662 

The  excise  duties  were  derived 

. as  follows 

Amount. 

Description. 

1 

1891. 

' 1892. 

£ 

£ 

Liquors  . . . . . . 

89,969 

85,214 

37,190 

Tobacco  , . . . . . 

40,626 

Exportation  of  cattle  . . 

# * 

7,936 

10,893 

Maritime  dues  . . . . 

t • 

7,251 

5,637 

Stamped  paper  ..  .. 

• • 

8.807 

8,289 

Sale  on  Government  lands 

• • 

5,063 

3,112 

Telegraphs  . . . . • . 

• • 

4,560 

4,847 

Posts 

• • 

1,389 

1,380 

Various  ..  ..  .. 

14,210 

12,216 

Revenue. 


The  total  expenditure  was 2,603,653  dol.  (356,665/.),  being  about  Expenditui 
52,044/.  less  than  in  the  previous  year  1891.  On  the  other  hand, 
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in  consequence  of  the  serious  decrease  in  the  revenue  in  the  past 
year,  there  was  a deficit  of  15,003/.  The  following  table  sets 
forth  the  various  items  of  expenditure  : — 


Departments. 

Amount. 

1 

1891.  ; 1892. 

Public  credit  . r 

I 

173,661 

156,088 

War 

112,018 

93,420 

Public  works 

• • 

47,010 

35,226 

Interior  . . . . 

19,579 

20,563 

Finance  . . . . 

. # 

19,547 

22,318 

Public  instruction  . . 

18,083 

12,701 

Justice 

12,278 

12,108 

Foreign  affairs 

6,533 

4,241 

Total 

•• 

408,709 

356,665 

National 

Debt. 


Telegi’aplis. 


Postal 

'service. 


Education. 


In  respect  to  the  National  Debt,  the  report  recently  published 
by  the  Honduras  Government  on  the  economic  condition  of  the 
country  makes  no  reference  whatever  to  the  Foreign  Debt,  which, 
I believe,  amounts  in  round  numbers  to  over  8,000,000/.,  the 
principal  creditors  being  Great  Britain  and  France.  As  regards 
the  Internal  Debt,  it  amounted  at  the  end  of  August  last  to 
2,742,574  dol.  (375,695/.). 

In  1876  the  first  steps  were  taken  to  establish  telegraphic 
communication  in  the  Republic,  and  by  1879  some  692  miles  and 
18  offices  were  working.  In  1881  it  was  estimated  there  were 
1,409  miles  of  telegraph  lines,  which  two  years’  later  had  reached 
1,704  miles.  The  latest  information  obtainable  on  this  point  is 
for  the  year  1889,  when  1,803  miles  were  working  with  70  offices  ; 
1,181  miles  and  34  offices  being  further  projected.  In  the  year 
in  question  the  total  number  of  messages  sent  was  224,807  ; the 
working  expenses  amounted  to  9,629/.  and  the  receipts  to  18,376/. 
Honduras  is  connected  with  the  Central  American  Submarine 
cable,  whose  offices  are  situated  at  La  Libertad  in  Salvador  and 
San  Juan  del  Sur  in  Nicaragua. 

Within  recent  years  material  reforms  have  been  introduced 
into  the  postal  service,  which  practically  did  not  exist  prior  to  the 
year  1877.  In  1879  the  Republic  joined  the  Postal  Union,  which 
necessitated  a thorough  re-organisation  of  the  service,  and  in  the 
early  part  of  1883  further  laws  were  framed  by  the  Government, 
introducing  additional  reforms.  In  1879  the  total  transmission 
of  postal  matter  was  estimated  at  149,266  packages,  107,055 
representing  the  internal,  and  42,211  the  external  service.  In 
1889  the  aggregate  of  matter  received  and  despatched  was 
779,657,  illustrating  the  extension  of  the  service.  The  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  amounted  to  3,447/.,  and  the  receipts  to  1,327/., 
showing  a deficit  of  2,120/. 

Primary  instruction  is  obligatory  and  maintained  by  the  State. 
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The  total  number  of  schools  in  1869  was  640,  attended  by  21,707 
pupils.  In  the  absence  of  statistics,  I am  unable  to  give  the  cor 
responding  information  for  the  past  year.  The  table  below  shows 
the  educational  progress  made  since  1877  : — 


- 

Year. 

Number  of 
Schools. 

1877  .. 

295 

1878  .. 

364 

1879  .. 

371 

1880  .. 

497 

1881  .. 

527 

1882  .. 

573 

1889  .. 

640 

In  addition  to  the  elementary  schools  there  are  two  uni- 
versities, six  colleges,  and  a national  library  in  the  capital 
containing  1,949  volumes,  and  which  in  1889  was  attended  by 
some  4,600  scholars. 

No  extension  of  the  railway  system  was  made  in  the  past  Railways, 
year.  The  only  line  running  at  present  is  that  from  Puerto 
Cortez,  one  of  the  Atlantic  Ports,  to  San  Pedro  Sula,  a distance 
of  about  37  miles.  A contract  was  signed  in  the  early  part  of 
1892  with  Messrs.  Valentine  and  Van  Auken,  American  con- 
tractors, to  extend  the  line  above-mentioned  to  Amapala  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  thus  connecting  the  two  oceans,  and  if  this  contract 
is  carried  out,  the  Republic  will  benefit  to  a very  great  extent, 
as  vast  tracts  of  rich  land  and  virgin  forest  will  be  thereby 
opened  up.  The  country  stands  in  urgent  need  of  railway 
development,  and  great  pressure  will,  it  is  said,  be  brought  to  bear 
on  the  newly-formed  Government  to  improve  and  extend  the 
internal  communications.  It  is  looking  far  into  the  future  to 
anticipate  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  from  the  construc- 
tion of  the  inter-continental  railway  to  connect  New  York  and 
Patagonia  ; still,  if  that  great  scheme  were  carried  out,  Honduras, 
equally  with  the  whole  of  Central  America,  would  reap  con- 
siderable benefits,  and  by  the  influx  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  be 
certainly  reckoned  among  the  richest  of  the  Latin-American 
States.  Under  existing  circumstances,  Honduras  i3  debarred 
from  profiting  to  the  full  extent  of  her  natural  resources,  for 
agricultural  and  mineral  industries  suffer  alike  from  the  want  of 
means  of  internal  communication.  Cart  roads  practically  do  not 
exist,  and  traffic  with  the  interior  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  pack- 
mules,  and  even  for  these  sure-footed  animals,  the  condition  of 
these  narrow  bridle-paths  in  the  winter  time,  i.e.,  the  rainy  season, 
is  such  as  to  frequently  render  them  dangerous  and  even  im- 
passable. This  is  one  of  the  main  difficulties  encountered,  as 
previously  mentioned,  in  developing  the  mineral  wealth  of  the 
country,  whereby  mining  is  in  many  districts  rendered  im- 
practicable. 
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Tlie  year  1 

disastrous 
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and 
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592  The  year  1892  will  long  be  remembered  in  Honduras  as  one 
to  of  the  most  disastrous  through  which  she  has  passed  during 
recent  times.  Not  only  was  the  Republic  daily  being  dragged 
deeper  into  well-nigh  inextricable  financial  difficulties  and  her 
commerce  paralysed,  but  to  aggravate  her  distress,  the  severe 
epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  of  which  mention  has  already  been 
made,  raged  for  several  months  on  the  northern  littoral,  and  her 
Atlantic  ports  were  accordingly  closed  to  commerce,  thus  putting 
a complete  stop  to  her  struggling  trade  on  that  coast. 

To  the  above  must  therefore  be  attributed  the  falling-off  of 
Honduranian  trade  in  the  past  year,  which,  however,  was  not  so 
great  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  Even  under  favourable 
conditions  the  commercial  movement  of  the  Republic  is  of  such 
small  proportions  as  to  sink  into  insignificance  beside  that  of  her 
neighbours,  and  it  behoves  the  Government  to  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  develop  her  commercial  relations  with  the  outer 
world  which  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  extension  of  her  railway 
system  and  the  construction  of  good  cart  roads. 


P.S. — Since  the  above  was  written,  the  following  statement 
of  bullion  shipped  in  September  from  Amapala  has  been  furnished 
by  Mr.  Motz,  Acting  British  Consul  at  that  port : — 


Am.  Gold. 

Quantity. 

Yalue. 

Lbs. 

Dollars. 

New  York,  Rosario  Mining  Co.  . . 

3,541 

47,150 

Monserrat  Mining  Co. 

3,955 

33,600 

Suyapa  Silver  Concession  (Limited) 

90 

1,250 

10  per  cent,  of  the  monthly  product  of  the  Monserrat  mines 
remains  in  the  country  to  pay  creditors  of  the  extinct  Yuscaran 
Mining  Reduction  Company. 
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No. 

Price.  1 

No. 

Price. 

1195.  Corunna 

9 9 

2d. 

1255. 

Yokohama  .. 

lid. 

1196.  Algiers 

15|d. 

1256. 

Stockholm 

# , 

lid. 

1197.  Pakhoi 

Id. 

1257. 

Lisbon 

lid. 

1198.  Nice  . . 

lid. 

1258. 

Tientsin 

, * 

Id. 

1199.  Kiungchow  . . 

lid. 

1259. 

Port  Said  . . . . 

. , 

Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

Id. 

1260. 

Hiogo  and  Osaka  . . 

24d. 

1201.  Stettin 

4|d. 

1261. 

Damascus  . . 

Id. 

1202.  Swatow 

id. 

1262. 

Samoa 

id. 

1203.  Charleston  . . 

2id. 

1263. 

Rio  Grande  do  Sul . . 

2?d. 

1204,  Syra 

Id. 

1264. 

Jeddah 

, 9 

Id. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

2|d. 

1265. 

Vienna 

3d. 

1206.  Suakin 

lid. 

1266. 

Shanghai 

3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

Id. 

1267. 

Bangkok 

, # 

lid. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

Id. 

1268. 

Mefched 

lid. 

1209.  Nantes 

Id. 

1269. 

Cadiz 

, , 

2d. 

1210.  Tahiti  , . 

2d. 

1270. 

Cherbourg  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1211.  I chang 

3M. 

3271. 

Erzeroum  . . 

, f 

id. 

1212.  Wguchow  .. 

Id. 

1272. 

Christiania  . . 

5d. 

1213.  Havana 

2d. 

1273. 

Buda-Pesth  .. 

9 , 

id. 

1214.  Cagliari 

Id. 

1274. 

New  York  .. 

3d. 

1215.  Old  Calabar.. 

id. 

1275. 

St.  Petersburg 

# , 

7id. 

1216.  Foochow 

• • 

Id. 

1276. 

Alexandria  .. 

4 # 

lid. 

1217.  Wuhu 

• • 

Id. 

1277. 

Tokio 

24d. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  .. 

• « 

lid. 

1278. 

Bilbao 

, # 

3id. 

1219.  San  Jos§ 

Id. 

1279. 

Beyrout 

6d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

Id. 

1280. 

Pekin 

, # 

2 Id. 

1221.  Mogador 

2id. 

1281. 

Salvador 

# # 

Id. 

1222.  Beilin 

lid. 

1282. 

Malaga 

# , 

4d. 

1223.  Eome 

Id. 

1283. 

Buenos  Ayres 

# , 

8id. 

1224.  Constantinople 

6id. 

1284. 

Canton 

, , 

Id. 

1225  Barcelona  . . 

2id. 

1285. 

Washington.. 

, # 

4id. 

1226.  Madeira 

5id. 

1286. 

Warsaw 

id. 

1227.  Soul.. 

lid. 

1287. 

Pekin 

. , 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  .. 

Id. 

1288. 

Amsterdam  . . 

, , 

Id. 

1229.  Newehwang.. 

Id. 

1289. 

Manila 

2id. 

1280.  Chungking  . . 

• • 

lid. 

1290. 

Bahia 

. , 

Id. 

1231.  Hankow 

• f 

Id. 

1291. 

Munich  . . , . 

j # 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

• • 

2d. 

1292. 

Trieste 

, 9 

lid. 

1233.  Chicago 

3d. 

1293. 

Tunis 

9 9 

4d. 

1234.  Tagaurog  .. 

• • 

2id. 

1294. 

Montevideo. . 

t # 

lid. 

1235.  Ningpo 

• • 

id. 

1295. 

Belgrade 

9 , 

2d. 

1286.  Mannheim  . . 

• • 

Id. 

1296. 

Teneriffe  . . f , 

, 9 

Id. 

1237.  Dunkirk 

• • 

Id. 

1297. 

Stettin 

9 m 

3d. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor 

• • 

Id. 

1298. 

Rome 

9 # 

2 id. 

1239.  Madrid 

• • 

id. 

1299. 

Dantzig  . . * . . 

, , 

7d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

2d. 

1300. 

Sofia. . . • • * 

2id. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

3d. 

1301. 

Mexico 

, # 

lid. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

Id. 

1302. 

Paris. . 

9 # 

Id. 

1243.  Palermo 

3id. 

1303. 

Buenos  Ayres 

id. 

1244.  Naples 

Id. 

1304. 

Tangier 

2id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

• • 

Id. 

1305. 

Somali  Coast 

o • 

id. 

J246.  Madrid 

• 4 

Id. 

1306. 

Porto  Rico  .. 

, , 

Id. 

1247.  Gothenburg.. 

• • 

2d. 

1307. 

Paramaribo . . 

, , 

Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

2id. 

1308. 

Oporto 

9# 

lid. 

1249.  Fiume 

2d. 

1309. 

Naples 

. . 

id. 

1250.  Leghorn 

2id. 

i 1310. 

Salonica 

2jd. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

5id. 

1 1311. 

Valparaiso  . . 

9 # 

2d. 

1252.  Bushire 

2d. 

1312. 

Mozambique  . . 

• v 

Id. 

1253.  Nagasaki 

Id.  J 

1313. 

Odessa  .. 

9 , 

lid. 

1 254.  Smyrna 

Id.  , 

1314. 

Honduras  .. 

2.Jd. 
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RUSSIA. 

BATOUM. 

Consul  Stevens  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Batoum,  October  24,  1893. 

Herewith  I have  the  honour  to  forward  to  your  Lordship 
the  Agricultural  Reports  for  the  year  1893,  drawn  up  by  myself 
and  the  Vice-Consul  at  Novorossisk. 

I much  regret  that  owing  to  the  paucity  of  the  information, 
respecting  the  crops,  at  my  disposal  at  the  end  of  last  month,  an 
inevitable  delay  in  the  transmission  of  these  Reports  has 
occurred. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  P.  STEVENS. 


Report  on  Agriculture  of  the  Consular  District  of  Batoum  for  the 

Year  1893. 
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RUSSIA. 


Scanty 

information 

available. 


Climatic 

influences. 


Public  health. 


In  consequence  of  the  scanty  official  reports  that  are  hitherto 
to  hand  regarding  the  state  of  the  year’s  harvest  in  this  portion  of 
the  Russian  Empire,  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  thoroughly  reliable 
information  on  the  subject;  but  as  accurate  data  will  more  than 
probably  not  be  forthcoming  until  after  the  publication  of  the 
Agricultural  Society’s  report  at  Tiflis  some  time  next  year,  it  is 
only  possible  for  the  present  to  render  an  account  respecting  the 
crops  on  the  basis  of  matter  collected  from  newspaper  reports,  and 
from  individuals  who  are  sufficiently  interested  in  the  harvest  to 
warrant  the  correctness  of  their  statements ; and  it  is  from  these 
two  sources  that  I propose  to  convey  to  the  reader  a general  idea 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  crops  in  the  Trans-Caucasus. 

Although  the  heavy  snowfalls  of  last  winter  were  immediately 
followed  by  comparatively  speaking  cool  and  exceedingly  favour- 
able weather  for  the  rapid  and  healthy  development  of  the  different 
descriptions  of  grain  grown  in  this  country,  yet  the  drought  that 
subsequently  prevailed,  together  with  the  great  heat  experienced 
in  the  midland,  eastern,  and  south-eastern  or  grain  growing 
provinces,  the  want  of  irrigation  and  the  frequent  hail  storms  and 
hurricanes  that  took  place  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and 
July,  had  the  effect  of  bringing  about  a result  that  was  far  from 
being  as  satisfactory  as  was  at  first  anticipated,  and  the  yield  of 
the  crops  of  the  most  important  kinds  of  grain  grown  in  those 
districts,  is  said  not  to  exceed  that  of  an  average  year ; in  fact, 
in  several  places  it  is  stated  to  be  below  the  average. 

Besides  climatic  influences,  I am  given  to  understand  that  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  this  year’s  harvest  is  also  in  a measure 
attributable  to  the  many  diseases  of  a more  or  less  contagious  and 
infectious  character  that  are  rife  throughout  the  country,  and 
which,  owing  to  the  insufficient  and,  I may  even  say,  total  absence 
of  the  necessary  sanitary  means  for  the  preservation  of  public 
health  in  the  country  towns  and  villages,  are  acting  with  violence 
and  spreading  among  the  already,  through  other  causes,  im- 
poverished peasantry. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  government  of  Elisavetpol,  which 
generally  furnishes  several  provinces  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  with 
cereals,  cannot  this  year  export  any  grain,  owing  to  the  insuffi- 
cient yield  of  the  crop  and  to  the  failure  of  last  year’s  stocks;  so 
that  the  prices  of  cereals  at  the  present  moment,  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Elisavetpol,  are  from  10  per  cent,  to  20  per  cent,  higher 
than  the  prices  at  which  grain  from  Russia  is  sold  in  the  province 
of  Tiflis. 

Maize  which  forms  the  staple  article  of  food  of  the  classes 
inhabiting  the  mountainous  districts,  is  extensively  and  almost 
exclusively  grown  in  the  western  and  southwestern  provinces. 
In  Imeritia  there  is  a famine,  in  some  parts  of  Mingrelia  the  crop 
was  burnt  up  by  the  parching  suns,  in  most  of  the  other  districts 
it  is  below  the  average,  and  between  Batoum  and  Samtredi  the 
yield  has  been  good  and  abundant. 

It  would  appear  that  the  rye  crop  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  has 
entirely  failed  this  year,  and  that  rye  is  now  being  imported  from 
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territories  situated  along  the  borders  of  the  Black  Sea  and  Sea 
of  Azoff. 

In  the  government  of  Tiflis  and  district  of  Borchalin  the  yield 
of  wheat  will  not  suffice  to  cover  the  requirements  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  wheat,  rye,  and  flour  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  province  will  also  have  to  be  imported  from  Russia.  The 
governments  of  Erivan  and  Kars,  where  the  yield  has  been 
extremely  limited,  are  already  importing  both  the  above-mentioned 
cereals. 

The  crops  in  the  government  of  Baku  are  above  the  average, 
except  in  certain  localities,  where,  in  consequence  of  inundations 
caused  by  the  overflowing  of  the  River  Kura,  they  were  destroyed 
before  being  mowed. 

The  yield  of  the  linseed  crop  is  very  limited  throughout  the  Linseed. 
Caucasus. 

Rice  which  grows  exclusively  in  the  governments  of  Baku,  Rice. 
Elisavetpol,  and  Erivan  is  said  to  be  of  moderate  yield  this 
year. 

Cotton  which  is  also  grown  in  the  province  of  Erivan  will,  I Cotton, 
am  informed,  yield  a very  poor  crop. 

Hay  and  pasture  have  been  exceedingly  good  in  the  western  Fodder, 
and  south-western  provinces,  abundant  in  the  midland  districts, 
but  poor  in  the  southern  and  south-eastern  portions  of  the 
country,  and  there  is  a surplus  for  exportation  from  some  districts 
situated  in  the  government  of  Tiflis. 

The  following  statement  will  show  approximately  the  yield  of  Cereals, 
cereals  in  the  different  localities  of  this  Consular  district : — 


Articles. 

District. 

Remarks. 

Maize 

Mingrelia  . . 

G-ouria  . . 
Imeritia  . , . . 

Georgia  . . 

Average 
Over  average 
Nil,  famine 
Below  average 

Wheat  .. 

Tiflis  . . . . . . 

District  of  Borchalin 

Average 

Over  average,  and  of  very 
good  quality 

Wheat,  rye,  and  millet 
seed 

Elisavetpol 

Below  average 

Wheat  and  rye  . . 

Erivan 

Far  below  average,  im- 
porting from  Russia 
and  Persia 

Wheat 

ICars  . . . • 

Yield  extremely  limited 

Wheat,  rye,  and  barley. . 

Alexandropol  . . . . 

Baku  District  of  Saliani . . 

Average  yield 
Good,  but  comparatively 
deficient  in  consequence 
of  inundations 

The  vine  culture  comes  next  in  importance,  and  within  certain 
limits,  as  for  instance  in  Kahetia  where  the  soil  is  specially  suited 
(1659) 
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Silkworms, 


Forests. 


for  the  purpose,  a vast  extent  of  land  is  under  the  cultivation  of 
grapes  which  are  grown  with  much  success  and  profit.  Un- 
fortunately for  some  time  past,  in  several  districts  of  the  Trans- 
Caucasus,  the  vines  have  been  devastated  by  the  phylloxera,  and 
mildew  has  occasioned  disease,  decay,  and  death  to  the  plants. 
The  authorities  are  doing  their  utmost  to  combat  with  and 
exterminate  the  former  mentioned  evil,  but  hitherto  their  efforts 
have  proved  fruitless,  and  the  scourge,  which  extensively  exists  at 
the  present  time  among  the  vineyards  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  is 
annually  spreading  over  a larger  area  of  land  and  creating  much 
havoc  among  the  vines.  Notwithstanding  the  above-mentioned 
calamities  this  year’s  vintage  is  reported  to  be  fairly  abundant 
and  the  wine  ^manufacturers  are  likely  to  have  a busy  season, 
although  perhaps  most  of  the  wine  obtained  will  not  be  of  such 
good  quality  as  in  other  years. 

Fruit  of  every  description  grows  throughout  the  country  and 
•is  very  plentiful,  in  fact,  in  many  districts  it  grows  wild  and  is  so 
abundant  that  it  is  allowed  to  remain  on  the  trees  until  after 
attaining  maturity,  when  it  falls  off*  the  branches  of  its  own  accord, 
and  if  not  picked  up  by  wild  beasts,  rots  on  the  spot  where  it  has 
fallen.  In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  cholera,  the  sale  of 
certain  fruits,  such  as  melons  and  figs,  &c.,  with  wThich  the 
markets  are  simply  glutted,  w'as  strictly  prohibited  by  the 
authorities. 

The  prospects  for  the  tobacco  crop  are  good. 

Vegetables  during  the  present  year  were  good,  and  cauliflower, 
peas,  beans,  cucumbers,  cabbage,  tomatoes,  asparagus,  mushrooms, 
and  vegetables  of  every  other  description  were  ver}T  plentiful 
during  their  respective  seasons. 

Copper,  iron,  manganese,  naphtha,  coal,  sulphur,  and  numerous 
other  minerals  extensively  exist  in  the  Trans-Caucasus;  but  as 
the  mines  are  mostly  situated  in  out-of-the-w^ay  places,  and  as 
there  is  a great  lack  in  properly  constructed  roads  and  other 
means  of  communication,  they  cannot  as  yet  be  worked  with 
much  profit  to  their  owners. 

The  Government  has  been  for  some  time  past  paying  great 
attention  to  the  development  of  the  culture  of  silkworms  in  the 
Trans-Caucasus,  by  the  establishment  of  special  schools  in  some 
of  the  towns  of  the  districts  where  the  silkworm  thrives,  with  a 
view  to  instructing  the  natives  in  the  art  of  breeding  and  raising 
the  worm.  The  climates  of  the  government  of  Kutais  and  the 
districts  of  Shusha  and  Noucha,  where  the  white  mulberry  tree 
abounds,  are  specially  adapted  for  this  purpose,  as  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a plentiful  supply  of  leaves  wherewith  to 
feed  the  worms  and  thus  secure  a good  yield  of  cocoons.  I am 
informed  that  this  year  scarcely  any  disease  exists  among  the 
worms. 

The  mountainous  districts  of  the  Trans-Caucasus  are  copiously 
furnished  with  large  natural  forests  remarkable  for  their  richness 
and  containing  trees  of  almost  every  variety ; oak,  pine,  walnut, 
fir,  elm,  beech,  &c.,  being  abundantly  found.  Until  recently, 
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however,  owing  to  the  continuous  method  of  cutting  down  trees, 
the  forests  were  being  gradually  exterminated  in  places  where 
they  were  easy  of  access.  I am  told  that  within  the  last  few 
years  the  Government  has  interfered  and  put  a stop  to  the  reck- 
less destruction  that  was  being  practised,  by  the  introduction  of 
measures  regulating  the  felling  of  trees,  which  now  has  to  be 
carried  out  with  some  regard  to  the  preservation  of  a certain 
number  of  trees  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  forest  from  which 
the  wood  is  being  obtained. 

Liquorice  root  which  grows  wild  in  the  governments  of  Baku  Liquorice 
and  Elisavetpol  is  gathered  and  brought  in  by  the  inhabitants  of  root, 
those  districts  to  the  three  liquorice  factories  situated  at  Elisavet- 
pol, Liaki,  and  Udjari,  which  up  to  last  month  had  manufactured 
440  tons  of  paste  and  pressed  15,531  tons  of  root.  Both  these 
quantities  have  already  been  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  France. 

Experiments  in  the  cultivation  of  tea  are  being  made  at  Tea. 
Chakva,  a few  miles  distant  from  Batoum,  the  climatic  conditions 
of  which  place  are  specially  suited  for  growing  tea  trees ; several 
thousands  of  trees  have  recently  been  planted  by  a wealthy 
Moscow  tea  merchant,  who,  I understand,  is  about  to  engage  the 
services  of  experienced  Chinese  tea  planters  to  look  after  his  plan- 
tations. 

There  is  an  unlimited  area  of  pasture  land  during  the  summer  Cattle 
months  in  the  highlands  of  the  Trans-Caucasus,  and  the  lowlands  rearing, 
afford  abundant  pasturage  during  the  winter  months.  Cattle 
rearing  is,  therefore,  extensively  resorted  to  by  the  population, 
but  the  scarcity  of  fodder  last  winter,  owing  to  cold  and  snow, 
cattle  plague,  foot-and-mouth  disease,  pleuro-pneumonia,  and 
other  disorders  which  have  been  prevalent  during  the  year,  has 
caused  the  mortality  among  livestock  throughout  the  country  to 
be  enormous. 


Novorossxsk. 


Source  of  Supply . 

Novorossisk  draws  its  supplies  from  the  districts  which  extend  Annexed 
from  Tichoretskaia  (on  the  ^Vladikavkaz  Bailway)  in  a south-  Plan  L 
easterly  direction  as  far  as  Petrovsk  (the  terminus  of  the 
^Vladikavkaz  Railway)  on  the  Caspian  Sea,  embracing  the 
northern  slopes  of  the  Caucasus  and  encroaching  for  some  130 
miles  upon  the  rich  steppes  which  form  a triangle  between  the 
Rivers  Volga  and  Don. 

The  approximate  superficial  area  of  the  above-mentioned  Approximate 
country  is,  roughly  speaking,  125,000  square  miles.  superficial 

The  whole  of  this  region  consists  of  the  most  rich  alluvial  j^ture  of  the 
soil,  especially  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  kinds  of  cereals,  land, 
grain,  fruit,  tobacco,  vines,  &c.,  although  there  is  a considerable 
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difference  in  the  climate  between  the  northern  and  southern  parts, 
the  former  being  badly  watered,  more  exposed  to  north-easterly 
winds,  and  subject  to  frequent  drought,  the  latter  being  watered 
by  numerous  Caucasus  rivers  and  mountain  torrents.  Besides  this 
the  northern  parts  are  devoid  of  forests,  whilst  the  southern  are 
richly  wooded,  excepting  in  those  places  where  large  extents  of 
forest  land  were  systematically  destroyed  by  fire  and  the  ruthless 
Russian  or  Cossack  hatchet  during  and  subsequent  to  the  con* 
quest  of  the  Caucasus. 


General  Produce. 

Between  the  coast  and  Ekaterinodar  a very  important  article 
of  produce  is  tobacco  (so-called  Turkish  tobacco),  principally 
cultivated  by  Cossacks  under  the  supervision  of  Greeks  and  Turks. 
The  total  quantity  produced  annually  in  this  district  may  be 
estimated  at  about  5,000  tons,  and  valued  at  125,OOOZ.  The 
whole  of  this  tobacco  is  consumed  within  the  Empire,  large 
quantities  being  bought  by  St.  Petersburg,  Odessa,  Rostoff,  &c., 
manufacturers. 

Vineyards  exist  on  a small  scale  along  the  coast  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Novorossisk,  and  to  a much  larger  extent  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Kisliar.  The  quality  of  the  wine  produced  is  good,  but 
the  quantity  limited,  and  this  branch  of  commerce  may  be  said  as 
yet  to  be  in  its  infancy. 

This  vast  extent  of  country,  extending  to  ^Vladikavkaz  in  an 
easterly  direction  (besides  having  enormous  sheep  runs,  which 
produce  some  20,000  tons  of  wool,  yearly  sent  to  Rostoff  for  sale 
on  the  Moscow  and  Polish  markets  or  for  shipment  abroad)  is 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  azima  (winter)  wheat 
and  barley  principally,  and  rye,  oats,  and  hard  wheat  in  a lesser 
degree. 

Around  Wladikavkaz,  where  the  population  consists  chiefly  of 
Tartars  and  the  remnants  of  Circassian  tribes,  the  country  is 
limited  to  the  cultivation  of  maize,  of  which  only  a small  quantity 
comparatively  is  shipped  abroad,  the  remainder  being  consumed 
in  the  country  itself  for  food  and  distilling  purposes.  Eastwards 
of  Stavropol  and  to  the  north  of  the  River  Terek,  besides  cereals, 
linseed  is  cultivated  to  the  extent  of  some  400,000  quarters 
(85,000  tons),  most  of  which  is  shipped  abroad  vi&  Rostoff,  the 
balance  passing  through  Novorossisk. 

The  total  annual  production  of  grain  and  seed  throughout  this 
district  cannot  be  estimated  approximately  at  less  than  from 
1,200,000  tons  to  1,400,000  tons,  of  which  quantity — 
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Quantity. 

Tons. 

Shipped  hence  for  abroad  in — 

1888 

30,517 

1889 

318,613 

1890 

492,313 

1891 

344,227 

1892 

242,590 

Export. 


The  proportionate  export  from  Novorossisk  since  1890  would 
have  very  considerably  increased  but  for  the  prohibition  laws  of 
1891  and  1892,  combined  with  the  late  and  present  absolute 
stagnation  in  trade  on  foreign  markets,  which  has  caused  a cor- 
responding stoppage  here,  present  prices  not  even  paying  the 
cost  of  production  and  carriage  to  railway  station. 

The  quality  of  this  species  of  wheat  is  inferior  in  colour,  &c.,  Cereals, 
to  that  grown  nearer  the  Sea  of  AzofF  and  the  River  Don,  and  Hard  wheat, 
is  shipped  hence  principally  to  Mediterranean  ports. 

This  wheat  of  itself  is  of  an  excellent  class,  and  its  merits  Azima 
as  to  colour  and  weight  are  fully  recognised  by  millers  abroad  (winter) 
as  producing  a strong  flour,  but  the  great  defect  is  that  it  con-  wl2eafc- 
tains  a large  admixture  of  rye  and  foreign  matter  amounting 
on  an  average  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  former  and  2 per  cent,  of 
the  latter,  which  depreciates  its  value  and  impedes  its  current 
sale  in  England  and  the  Continent. 

This  grain  is  of  inferior  quality,  owing  principally  to  the  Barley, 
obtaining  habit  of  using  the  same  seed  again  and  again. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  equally  to  this  article,  which  is  Eye. 
inferior  to  that  grown  in  the  interior  and  the  northern  govern- 
ments of  the  Empire,  and  has  the  defect  of  containing  a large 
percentage  of  small  grains  of  wheat. 

The  quality  grown  is  of  fairly  good  average.  Oats. 

The  great  drawbacks  to  the  proper  development  of  this  region,  impediments 
for  which  Novorossisk  is  the  natural  outlet,  are — to  develop- 

1.  Bad  cultivation  generally,  the  conditions  under  which  the  of. 
Cossacks  hold  their  land,  and  the  military  system  to  which  all  CU  tlYatl0n* 
are  subjected  for  the  best  part  of  their  lives,  viz.,  up  to  40  years 

of  age. 

2.  The  prevailing  ignorance  and  apathy  of  the  population 
brought  about  not  by  any  want  of  intelligence  on  the  part  of 
the  people  themselves,  but  by  the  conditions  under  which  they 
have  to  live ; at  the  same  time,  one  must  not  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  during  the  past  few  years  over  2,000  English  threshing 
machines  and  smaller  agricultural  implements,  such  as  ploughs, 

&c.,  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds,  have 
been  purchased  by  cultivators,  as  the  quality  of  Russian-made 
goods  did  not,  and  still  does  not,  satisfy  the  demand. 

3.  The  absence  of  proper  roads  and  railway  branches;  for 
example,  the  ^Vladikavkaz  line,  some  550  miles  in  length,  has  not 
one  single  branch  line,  a want  which  is  much  felt,  as,  owing  to 
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this,  the  transport  of  grain  from  the  various  villages  to  railway 
stations  can  only  be  effected  during  about  four  months  in  the 
year,  the  cost  of  this  land  transport  for  a distance  of  some  70 
miles  being  almost  double  the  freight  by  steamer  from  Novorossisk 
to  England ; consequently  a considerable  quantity  of  grain  is 
annually  left  on  the  hands  of  the  peasants.  These  difficulties 
have  been  greatly  enhanced  during  the  past  two  years  owing  to 
the  sanitary  measures  enforced  by  the  Government  to  stamp  out 
the  cattle  plague,  which  measures,  whilst  causing  untold  misery, 
suffering,  and  annoyance  to  the  population  generally,  did  not 
attain  their  object,  as  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  still  continues 
to  exist  in  a latent  state,  especially  in  some  of  the  more  distant 
districts,  where  cattle  are  exclusively  used  as  means  of  transport. 
Crop  of  1893.  It  is  impossible  as  yet  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  as  to  the 
real  results  of  this  year’s  crop  in  view  of  the  small  quantities  of 
grain  brought  down  by  the  railway,  owing  to  the  existing  low 
prices,  producers  being  now  in  a position  to  hold  their  grain  and 
wait  for  better  times,  as  the  Imperial  Government  is  making 
advances  on  produce  to  growers  at  a reduced  rate  of  interest 
(5J  per  cent.),  and  has  likewise  reduced  the  cost  of  insurance  on 
the  grain  stored  and  held  as  guarantee  for  the  advances  so  made. 
It  may,  however,  be  admitted  that  this  year’s  crop  is  rather 
above  than  below  the  average,  and  if  the  large  stock  which 
remains  over  from  last  year  and  the  increased  extent  of  land 
under  cultivation  be  taken  into  consideration,  the  quantity  which 
will  find  its  way  to  Novorossisk  for  export  abroad,  in  the  event 
of  prices  rising  sufficiently  to  allow  producers  to  realise,  will,  in 
a great  measure,  depend  upon  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
^Vladikavkaz  Railway  Company,  which  capacity  may  be  estimated 
at  about  730,000  tons. 

In  consequence  of  the  harvest  having  this  year  been  gathered 
much  later  than  usual,  the  crops  having  ripened  at  different 
periods  in  respective  districts,  and  so  little  grain  having  been 
brought  down,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  form  a correct  idea  as 
to  the  quality  ; so  far,  however,  it  is  certain  that  the  qualities 
will  vary  very  much  according  to  districts. 

Azima  wheat.  We  shall  have  “azima”  (winter)  wheat  weighing  from  60  lbs. 

to  61}  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  and  probably  some  weighing  only  from 
56}  lbs.  to  58}  lbs.  to  the  bushel,  but  at  the  present  moment  it 
is  quite  impossible  to  say  whether  the  heavier  or  lighter  classes 
will  preponderate. 

Up  to  to-day  only  superior  qualities  have  been  offered  for 
sale,  the  best  of  which  weigh  within  a fraction  of  62  lbs.  to  the 
bushel. 

Hard  wheat.  The  colour  of  hard  wheat  in  general  is  satisfactory,  being  of 
the  required  light,  bright,  golden  colour,  but  it  is  deficient  in 
weight,  which  will  not  exceed  from  61}  lbs.  to  62  lbs.  to  the 
bushel,  this  being  a low  standard. 

Rye  and  Are  of  the  usual  average  in  quality  and  quantity. 

barley.  Oats  are  of  good  quality,  and,  comparatively  speaking,  a 

0at8,  plentiful  crop  has  been  produced,  but  this  article  is  not  grown  in 
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any  great  quantity,  the  land  being  too  valuable  and  better 
adapted  for  other  cereals,  which  command  higher  prices. 

A fair  average  crop  of  linseed  has  been  produced,  and  may  be 
estimated  at  the  maximum  of  83,000  tons,  but  as  this  seed 
requires  virgin  soil,  the  available  quantity  for  future  export  will 
probably  decrease  instead  of  increasing. 

Prices  to-day  are  as  follows  : — 


Articles. 

Per 

Bushel.  j 

Per 

Chetwert. 

| 

Lbs. 

K, 

cop. 

Azima. . 

61i-  j 

7 per  cent,  rye  and  1 per  cent,  earth 

7 

10 

60 

8 per  cent,  rye  and  1 per  cent,  earth 

6 

80 

58| 

9 per  cent,  rye  and  1 per  cent,  earth 

6 

50 

Hard  wheat  . . 

62| 

3 per  f’ent.  barley  . . 

7 

90 

61* 

3 per  cent,  barley  . . 

7 

50 

60 

3 per  cent,  barley  . . 

7 

00 

Barley 

. . 

4 

35 

Bye 

55 

12  per  cent,  mixture  of  wheat 

5 

50 

Oats  . . 

. . 

3 

60 

Linseed  . . 

• • 

. . 

13 

25 

Linseed. 


Prices  of 
grain. 
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Trade  and  Commerce. 


The  following  figures  show  the  total  values  of  exports,  imports, 
and  duties  collected  thereby  during  the  past  three  years  converted 
into  pounds  sterling 


Year. 

Value. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Duties. 

1890  

1891  

1892  

£ 

84,633 

112,708 

126,857 

£ 

116,763 

156,832 

152,356 

£ 

22,044 

25,046 

23,270 

Increase,  1892 
Decrease  „ 

4,149 

4,476 

1,776 

Thus  in  1892  there  was  a decrease  in  imports  and  duties  of 
4,476/.  and  1,776/.  respectively,  and  an  increase  of  exports  of 
4,149/.  The  decrease  of  imports  maybe  ascribed  to  the  disturbing 
effect  of  the  Maganja  raid  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when 
merchants  were  arranging  to  receive  supplies  of  trade  goods,  and 
the  increase  of  exports  represents  old  stocks  of  produce  held  over 
from  1891  in  expectation  of  better  prices  of  produce  than  those 
which  ruled  in  the  end  of  1891. 

The  exports  consisted  of  ground-nuts,  sesame  seed,  and 
coprah;  of  ivory,  gold  dust,  indiarubber,  and  beeswax;  also  an 
insignificant  quantity  of  timber,  oocoanuts,  and  grains  taken  as 
ballast  on  board  of  dhows  returning  to  India. 

The  destinations  and  amounts  of  the  various  products  of  the 
district  are  shown  in  Table  A. 
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Table  A. — Analysis  of  Destinations  of  Produce  Exported 
during  the  Year  1892. 


« Destination. 

Produce. 

Ground  Nuts. 

Sesame  Seed. 

Coprah. 

Indiarubber. 

Beeswax. 

! Rhinoceros’  Horns. 

Ivory  and  Hippopo- 
tamus’ Teeth. 

Tons. 

Tons.  j 

Tons.  T ons  c.  q. 

Tons.  cwts. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

London  

...  ! 0 8 3 

5,729 

Liverpool  

240 

... 

"• 

Bombay 

16 

?48  1 

6 i ... 

3,000 

72,033 

Marseilles 

3,146 

440  ! 

1,316 

9 15 

Amsterdam  

70 

49  | 

Rotterdam 

708 

21 

1 0 

Hamburg 

154 

179 

343  14*10  0 

9 10 

8,316 

Total 

4,334 

737 

1,665  14  18  3 

20  5 

3,000 

| 

86,078 

Small  tusks  of  ivory  are  shipped  in  bags,  the  larger  un-  Methods  of 
covered.  Ground-nuts,  sesame  seed,  coprah,  and  rubber  are  all  slllPmeilfc* 
sent  in  bags  when  shipped  by  a line  steamer ; coprah  is  shipped 
in  bulk  on  board  of  sailing  ships  or  chartered  steamers.  The 
jute  bags  used  are  mostly  of  Bombay  manufacture,  and  are 
imported  by  Indian  traders.  All  oil-seeds  are  carefully  picked 
and  cleaned  from  sand  and  other  impurities  before  shipment. 

Wax  is  boiled  and  the  impurities  removed,  which  the  natives 
mix  into  the  balls  into  which  they  roll  it,  and  is  run  into  shapes 
of  some  60  lbs.  weight,  which  are  then  bagged.  Coprah  is  dried 
by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  except  in  very  wet  weather.  Rubber  is 
made  by  natives  into  large  and  small  balls.  One  quality,  the 
better,  is  extracted  from  the  stems  of  vines,  and  made  up  raw. 

A second  quality  is  made  from  roots  of  plants  by  boiling.  All 
balls  are  cut  open  before  purchase  by  the  merchants,  as  the 
natives  have  a trick  of  increasing  weight  by  inserting  all  kinds  of 
impurities. 

The  crop  of  1892  was  a fair  one  of  oilseeds  as  well  as  of 
grain.  In  the  month  of  March  prices  of  native  food  ran  very 
high,  but  were  reduced  in  a short  time  by  the  import  of  supplies 
from  Mozambique. 

The  export  merchants  are  as  follows,  viz. : — Nationality 

of  exporters. 
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Nationality. 

Name. 

French  ..  ..  . . 

Mante  Freres  et  Borelli  de  Regis  Aine 
Ann.  Fabre  et  Fils 
A.  Mazarde  et  Cie 
Duranteau,  Eschmann  et  Cie 

German 

1 W.  Philippi  and  Company 
Friedrich  Scheel  , 

Deuss,  Yertin  and  Company 

Swiss  . . . . . . . . 

1 G.  Kammermann 

Dutch.. 

Oost  Afrikaansche  Cie 

Indian . . 

Damoder  Anunjee 
Hadji  Saccur  Kassam 
Hadji  Tyab  Hadji  Sullinian 
Dramvey  Panachand 

Portuguese 

Pereira  Dulio  and  Company 

British  . . . . . . 

There  is  at  present  no  British  house  in  Quilimane 

New  article 
of  export. 


Export  duties*. 


Import  s, 
Amount  of. 


Nature  of 
imports. 


Nationality  of 
importers. 


Import  of 
machinery. 


Import  duty. 


No  new  article  of  trade  has  been  exported  during  1892.  No 
alteration  has  been  made  on  the  export  duties  during  the  year. 
A new  scale  of  duties  hao  been  published  in  Lisbon  and  will 
shortly  be  put  in  force.  By  this  scale,  export  duties  will  be  in- 
creased considerably  and  a difference  made  between  produces 
exported  to  Portuguese  possessions  and  those  exported  to  other 
countries,  very  much  in  favour  of  the  former. 

The  total  value  of  imports  this  year  was  152,356/.,  or  more 
than  4,000/.  less  than  last  year.  As  in  past  years  cottons  and  piece- 
goods  of  Indian  manufacture  have  been  largely  imported  from 
Bombay.  Most  other  goods  come  from  France,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Holland,  and  Belgium,  the  proportion  of  British 
trade  has  been  smaller  than  ever  this  year. 

Imports  consist  of  spirits,  cotton  of  various  kinds,  printed 
and  woven  piece-goods,  cotton,  blankets,  hardware,  beads,  brass 
wire,  Kaffir  picks,  guns,  and  gunpowder,  furniture,  tinned  pro- 
visions, dried  cod  fish,  dry  goods,  white  timber,  bricks,  tiles, 
cement,  petroleum,  and  corrugated  iron.  From  Portugal  come 
wines,  tinned  provisions,  potatoes,  and  onions.  A large  trade  in 
spirits  has  been  done  during  the  year. 

Import  merchants  are  rather  more  numerous  than  exporters, 
but  with  the  exception  of  Messrs.  Corria  and  Carvalho,  a Lisbon 
firm,  their  indents  are  small.  They  are  all  Portuguese  or 
Bombay  Indians. 

No  important  machinery  has  been  imported. 

The  Government  imported  from  France  a short  portable  rail- 
way. It  has  been  laid  down  in  the  principal  road  of  the  town 
to  assist  in  transporting  goods  from  the  custom-house. 

The  only  alteration  in  import  duty  has  been  in  the  case  of 
tobacco,  the  duty  on  which  was  raised  from  about  9c/.  to  7s.  per 
lb.  By  the  new  table  of  duties  many  articles  are  heavily  taxed 
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which  paid  before  only  3 per  cent,  ad  valorem,  and  all  old  rates 
are  largely  increased. 

Transport  to  Tete  is  still  carried  on  by  canoes  and  lighters  Internal 
via  the  Kwa-Kwa  river,  overland  to  Vicenti,  and  on  from  that  transport, 
by  canoes  and  lighters.  Nothing  las  been  done  towards 
organizing  the  steamer  transport  to  Magarrumbe,  mentioned  in 
last  report.  Transport  to  Chilomo  and  Katunga  (Port  Blantyre) 
is  done  from  Chinde  for  the  most  part  by  steamers,  and  lighters 
in  tow  of  steamers.  Rough  goods  go  frequently  by  lighters 
propelled  by  oars  and  sails.  Freights  from  Chinde  to  Chilomo 
are  very  heavy,  and  profitable  to  transporters,  running  lrom  61. 
to  1 51.)  by  lighter  or  steamer.  The  value  of  imports  and  exports 
of  British  Central  Africa  has  amounted  to  C0,00(F.  during  the 
past  year,  and  most  of  the  imports  and  all  of  the  exports  have 
passed  through  Chinde.  The  anti-slavery  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Major  von  Wissmann,  in  the  month  of  June,  placed 
a steam  -launch  and  two  large  lightens  on  the  Zambesi,  and  gave 
employment  to  a large  number  of  men.  These  lighters  were 
made  use  of  by  the  Admiralty  expedition,  entrusted  with  the 
transport  of  the  three  Nyassa  gun-boats  in  the  end  of  November. 
Transporters  of:  cargo  are  finding  out  the  great  superiority  of 
iron  over  wooden  lighters,  and  the  saving  in  repairs  and  in 
damage  to  cargo  effected  by  the  use  of  these  imported  boats,  and 
these  are  steadily  substituting  the  old  wooden  ones.  In  the 
course  of  the  coming  year,  probably  four  more  steamers  with 
attendant  lighters  will  be  placed  on  the  Zambes;,  some  belonging 
to  the  African  Flotilla  Company  and  other’s  to  private  firms. 

The  fuel  used  on  the  river  steamers  is  mostly  wood.  Fuel. 

Coal  is  imported  from  time  to  time  from  Natal,  both  to  Chinde  Coal, 
and  Quilimane.  No  coal  from  the  Zambesi  has  yet  come  into 
the  market.  Natal  coal  has  sold  here  for  ol.  per  ton.  The 
supplying  of  fuel  on  the  Zambesi  and  Shire  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  and  supplies  are  more  certain  now  than  formerly, 
when  it  was  cut  and  sold  by  natives  only.  The  price  of  fuel  has 
risen  from  6d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  cubic  metre  or  yard. 

The  articles  manufactured  by  natives  are  mats,  earthenware  Native 
pots,  canoes,  and  fishing  nets.  In  the  Prazo  Bowr  a small  amount  industry, 
of  iron  smelting  is  done,  and  hoes,  knives,  and  spears  are  made.  ^J^estlC 
All  the  grains  and  oilseeds  exported  are  grown  by  natives  in 
small  patches.  There  is  one  cocoanut  plantation  at  Mahindo,  and 
another  has  been  begun  at  Zompo  on  the  Chinde,  but  with  these 
exceptions  no  capital  has  been  employed  in  agriculture  on  a large 
scale.  The  native  cultivators  sell  to  the  petty  Indian  traders, 
and  these  to  more  important  Indian  traders,  who  in  turn  sell  to 
the  exporters.  In  the  Luabo  district  rough  salt  is  obtained  from 
sea- water  by  the  natives,  and  exchanged  for  grain  with  ‘people 
from  the  interior.  There  is  a fair  demand  among  the  natives  for 
fish  (fresh  or  dried)  and  dried  meat  of  hippopotamus,  buffalo,  or 
other  game.  Certain  classes  of  the  natives  make  a profession  of 
fishing  and  hunting. 

ra  o 
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Brick 

making. 

Boat 

building. 


Oil  pressing. 


Bank. 


Currency. 


Bate  of 
exchange. 


Operation  of 
tariff  in 
favour  of 
goods  from 
Portugal. 


Under  European  supervision  rough  bricks  are  made  by  primi- 
tive processes,  and  sold,  delivered  in  town,  at  21.  per  1,000. 

Boats  and  lighters,  roughly  finished,  are  constructed  by  native 
workmen  of  local  woods.  These  are  all  of  carvel  build.  A 
28-foot  boat  costs,  when  complete,  about  3 51,  including  material 
and  labour. 

Ground  nut-oil,  sufficient  for  local  consumption,  is  made  by 
Indians  in  rough  bullock  mills.  There  are  no  traders  from 
among  the  natives  of  the  country.  Most  of  the  retail  trade  is 
done  by  Indians. 

There  is  a branch  of  the  Banco  National  Ultramarino 
managed  by  a Portuguese  trading  house,  but  it  does  very  little 
business. 

British  gold,  British  and  Portuguese  rupees,  notes  of  the 
Banco  National,  and  Portuguese  and  Brazilian  copper.  Mexican 
and  Austrian  dollars,  once  very  common,  are  now  seldom  met 
with.  In  the  month  of  October,  the  value  of  stamped  rupees 
was  raised  from  380  reis  to  450  reis. 

The  rate  of  exchange  has  gradually  risen  from  5,400  reis  to 
6,400  reis  per  pound  sterling.  At  times  the  rate  has  even 
exceeded  the  last-named  figure. 

By  the  tariff  now  in  force,  goods  imported  from  Portugal  pay 
50  per  cent,  only  of  the  duties.  Exports  to  Portugal  pay  the 
same  duties  as  those  to  other  countries.  According  to  the  new 
tariff  Portuguese  goods  are  to  pay  10  per  cent,  of  the  duties. 
Goods  exported  from  Quilimane  to  Portuguese  ports  are  to  pay 
from  25  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  less  than  those  consigned  to 
non  Portuguese  ports. 


Return  of  Shipping  at  the  Port  of  Quilimane  during  the  Year  1892. 
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Shipping  and  Regular  services  were  run  by  the  Deutsche  Ost  Africa  Linie 
navigation.  by  the  Suez  Canal  once  a month,  and  the  Union  Steamship 
Company  via  the  Cape  once  in  six  weeks.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  Mala  Real  Portugueza,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Rennie  and  Sons,  of 
Durban,  and,  in  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Bombay  and  Persia 
Navigation  Company  have  run  steamers  at  about  monthly 
intervals.  Two  sailing  vessels  have  loaded  here  for  Marseilles. 
About  half  a dozen  dhows  loaded  here  for  Bombay  and  went 
Freight?.  thither  with  the  South  Monsoon,  There  have  thus  been  ample 
opportunities  for  shipping  cargo  and  cheap  freights  have  been 
obtained,  the  cheapest  rates  being  those  of  the  Bombay  and  Persia 
Navigation  Company  which  has  accepted  produce  for  Marseilles 
at  1/.  15s.  per  ton  of  1,000  kilos.  The  rates  of  freight  by  the 
British,  German,  and  Portuguese  Lines  are  as  follows : — 

Rates  of  Freight  from  Quilimane  to  London. 


Description  of  Produce,  j 


Coprali 


Indiarubber  . . 


Sesame  seed  . . 
Ground  nuts. . 

Beeswax 


Baled  hides  . . 

Orchilla  weed, 
bales 

Ivory. . 


Rates  per — 

Mala  Real 
Portugueza. 

Deutsche 
Ost  Africa 
Linie. 

Union 

i Steamship 
Company, 
Limited. 

Per  1,000 
kilos.  . . 

£ s.  cl. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

3 0 0 

Per  ton 
Per  1,000 

3 15  0 

2 16  0 

kilos. 

3 11  0 

Per  ton 
Per  1,000 

.. 

4 10  0 

4 10  0 

kilos. 

2 11  0 

.. 

Per  ton 
Per  1,000 

3 *0  0 

2 16  0 

kilos.  . . 

2 11  0 

Per  ton 
Per  1,000 

3 0 0 

2 6 0 

kilos. 

3 11  0 

9 # 

Per  ton 

. . 

3 0 0 

3 10  0 

Per  cent.  . . 
Per  1,000 

+ 10 

kilos. 

Per  cubic 

4 9 0 

•• 

•• 

metre  . . 
Per  ton 
Per  cent. 

2 10  0 

2 10  0 
” 

2 10  0 

ad  val.  . . 
Per  lb.  . . 

2 

• • 

+ 10 
I 

2 

Note. — Special  rates  are  given  to  certain  firms  and  for  large  quantities  of 
produce. 
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Rates  for  Passengers. 


Class. 

Per  Portuguese 
Line  to  Lisbon. 

Per  German  j 
Line  to  j 

Hamburg 

Per  British 
Line  to 
London. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  ' d. 

Guineas. 

First 

44  1 3 

47  10  0 

50 

Second  . . 

33  1 2 

35  10  0 

34 

Third 

23  2 0 

25  0 0 ! 

I 

23 

The  dhows  coming  from  India  suffered  from  bad  weather  on  Casualties, 
the  voyage,  and  from  25  per  cent,  to  50  per  cent,  of  cargo  was 
lost.  One  dhow  on  its  way  to  Beira  from  Quilimane  was  wrecked 
near  Beira,  and  another  on  its  way  to  Bombay  was  lost  in  the 
vicinity  of  Mozambique.  The  cargoes  of  these  vessels  are 
always  underwritten,  but  very  seldom  the  vessels  themselves. 

A sailing  vessel  was  wrecked  on  the  Chinde  bar  when  in  the  act 
of  entering  that  port.  Dhows  coming  from  India  are  insured  by  Insurance, 
private  underwriters,  cargoes  to  Europe,  &c.,  either  on  open 
policies  or  through  local  insurance  agents.  There  has  been  no 
Lloyd’s  agent  resident  in  the  port  for  half  a year,  the  nearest 
being  at  Chinde.  The  Bombay  dhows  are  the  only  vessels  which 
come  to  Quilimane  direct  from  outside ; all  other  steamers  or 
sailing  vessels  are  coasters.  A small  steamer  of- about  50  tons 
runs  weekly  between  Quilimane  and  Chinde  connecting 
periodically  with  the  Union  Company’s  steamers.  Freight  to 
Chinde  is  \l.  per  ton,  and  the  same  amount  for  each  passenger. 

There  is  quite  enough  movement  between  the  two  ports  to  make 
this  vessel  pay  fairly  well.  The  steamers  of  Messrs.  Rennie  and 
Co.,  of  the  Deutsche  Ost  Africa  Linie,  have  called  every  month 
at  Chinde. 

Landing  and  loading  cargo  has  been  performed  by  lighters  Landing  and 
propelled  by  oars.  The  cost  of  this  work  has  considerably  in-  loading  cargo, 
creased,  partly  owing  to  the  enhanced  value  of  the  stamped  rupees, 
and  partly  owing  to  the  increased  demand  for  boatmen,  caused  by 
the  presence  in  port  at  one  time  of  steamers  of  competing  lines. 

The  shipping  companies  have  not  yet  increased  their  charges,  but 
landing  and  loading  is  not  such  a profitable  affair  now  as  it  was. 

Landing  is  charged  at  Is.  6d .,  and  loading  at  5s.  per  ton. 

The  entrance  channel  across  the  bar  is  now  well  buoyed,  and  Buoyage, 
a series  of  smaller  buoys  has  been  laid  in  the  river  at  a point 
where  the  channel  was  difficult.  The  river  buoyage  unfortunately 
is  not  well  maintained,  and  on  several  occasions  the  buoys  have 
got  out  of  position,  or  even  disappeared  altogether  for  weeks  at 
a time.  A new  lighthouse  is  in  course  of  erection,  the  range  of 
whose  light  will  be  much  greater  than  that  of  the  former  light. 

Two  iron  beacons,  bearing  lights  and  giving  the  bearing  for 
crossing  the  bar,  have  been  erected.  The  outer  is  placed  on  rails, 
so  that  the  bearing  may  be  readily  altered  to  suit  the  shifting  of 
the  bar.  The  buoyage  of  Chinde  bar  is  a measure  very  much 
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needed,  as  the  channel  has  of  late  altered  so  much  that  the  present 
beacons  are  entirely  misleading. 

A pilot  can  generally  be  obtained  after  entering  the  bar.  It 
is  now  recognised  that  if  he  offers  his  services  to  a merchant 
steamer  the  vessel  must  take  him  on  board  and  pay  the  fee; 
otherwise  no  fee  is  demanded. 

None  on  an  extensive  scale  is  done,  with  the  exceptions  before 
and  after  mentioned. 

The  Companhia  do  Assucar  di  Mozambique  has  planted  500 
acres  of  sugar-cane,  and  has  a reasonable  prospect  of  a good  crop 
ripening  in  the  month  of  May.  The  sugar-cane  tops  were 
planted  at  different  periods  to  insure  a continuous  supply  for  the 
mill  when  once  started*  and  as  the  season  has  been  a favourable 
one  the  fields  in  different  stages  of  growth  look  very  well.  The 
mill  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  will  be  in  working 
order  by  the  time  the  first  cane  is  ready  for  cutting.  It  has  a 
capacity  of  10  tons  play.  In  the  same  building,  and  worked  by 
the  same  engine,  is  a rum  distillery  capable  of  working  up  all  the 
remains  from  the  sugar  mill.  The  mill  was  supplied  by  a Glasgow 
firm.  It  is  expected  that  the  cane  will  give  at  least  two  tons  of 
sugar  per  acre.  The  sugar  turned  out  will  be  chiefly  seconds,  as 
that  is  the  quality  mo3t  in  demand  in  Portugal,  to  which  country, 
on  account  of  the  rebates  allowed  in  colonial  produce,  most  of 
the  sugar  will  # be  shipped.  A small  quantity  of  refined  sugar 
will  be  made  for  local  sale.  A light  railway  is  to  be  run  from  the 
factory  to  the  Zambesi,  and  the  sugar  transported  thither  for 
export  via  Chinde.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Sugar  Com- 
pany’s Manager  the  meteorological  observations  taken  at  M panda 
have  been  available,  and  the  means  for  1891-92  are  given  under 
the  heading  of  climate.  The  company  has  not  attempted  to 
crush  any  oilseeds,  as  all  its  available  resources  have  been  devoted 
to  sugar.  Other  tropical  plants,  such  as  vanilla,  pepper,  cotton, 
and  coffee  have  not  yet  passed  the  experimental  stage. 

None  of  the  natives  possess  any  animals  but  a few  sheep  and 
goats ; as  they  do  not  use  such  for  food  themselves,  they  give 
little  attention  to  their  rearing.  Cattle,  however,  appear  to  thrive 
well,  and  there  are  small  herds  in  many  places,  the  property  of 
Europeans  or  half-castes.  These  are  kept  for  show,  and  are  not 
in  sufficient  number  even  to  supply  the  small  white  population 
with  meat.  Fowls  and  ducks  form  the  staple  articles  of  food. 
These  are  reared  by  natives  all  over  the  country,  and  sold  in 
the  town.  The  fowls  brought  for  sale  are  very  small,  and  even 
when  kept  in  a good  run  and  well  fed  do  not  grow  to  a decent 
size.  Excellent  fish  are  brought  up  from  the  sea,  also  shrimps 
and  shell-fish.  All  of  the  rivers  abound  in  fish,  some  of  them, 
like  perch,  are  capital  eating.  Prices  of  fresh  provisions  are  as 
follows : — 
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Articles. 

Price. 

s.  d. 

Beef. . 

Per  lb. 

1 0 

Vegetables  . . . • . • 

))  # * 

0 3 

Bread  . . . . . . 

))  • • 

0 4 

Fish 

• • 

0 10 

Fowls  . . • « . . 

Each  . . 

0 7 

Ducks 

yy  • • • • 

1 0 

Eggs  

Per  dozen 

0 6 

In  addition  to  the  oilseeds  previously  referred  to  as  export 
articles,  the  natives  cultivate  peas  and  beans  of  various  sorts 
which  they  barter  among  themselves.  The  coast  rice  is  grown, 
also  maize,  millet,  sweet  potatoes,  tomatoes,  and  in  the  cold 
season  most  European  vegetables  can  be  purchased. 

The  native  population  is  put  down  at  1,000,000,  but  there  are  Population 
no  accurate  data  to  found  upon.  and  industries. 

The  European  population  is  between  200  and  300.  The 
majority  of  this  is  of  Portuguese  origin.  There  are  also,  however, 

British,  French,  German,  Swiss,  Dutch,  Italian,  and  Austrian. 

British  Indians  are  this  year  rather  less  numerous  than 
formerly.  These  come  chiefly  from  Kutch  and  Porbundar. 

There  are  no  mines  and  no  factories  in  the  district  other  than  Mines  and 
the  sugar  factory  before  referred  to.  * factories. 

Native  wages. 


The  rates  of  wages  are  as  under:— 


Description. 

Per  month  . . 
,,  . . 

^■Per  day 

Per  week  . . 

Amount. 

From — 

To— 

Cooks  . . 

Servants. . . . . • 

Carpenters  . . . . . . 

Bricklayers  . . .. 

Boatmen 

Blacksmiths 

Labourers 

5.  d. 
12  0 
6 0 

0 10 

1 10 

£ s.  d. 
10  0 
0 12  0 

0 18 

0 1 10 

Besides  pay,  a daily  ration  of  rice  is  usually  given. 

There  are  no  roads,  railways,  canals,  or  bridges.  Public  works. 

The  telegraph  line  has  been  completed  to  Chinde  and  Telegraphs. 
Gwengue  and  Maquival,  and  is  being  rapidly  pushed  on  to  Tete. 

The  main  lines  to  Chilomo  and  Gwengue  are  well  looked  after, 
but  that  to  Chinde  cannot  be  relied  on  during  the  wet  season. 

The  telegraph  is  largely  made  use  of,  and  is  much  appreciated  by 
the  merchants.  The  rate  to  or  from  any  station  on  the  system  is 
40  r'eis  (about  2d.),  and  for  each  message  a fixed  charge  of  4 d. 

No  public  works  of  importance  have  been  executed  during  the 
year. 
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Newspaper. 


Absence  of 
British 
merchants. 
No 

commercial 

travellers. 


Climate. 


Prazos. 


A newspaper,  supposed  to  appear  weekly,  is  published  at 
irregular  intervals.  It  is  not  much  made  use  of  as  a means  of 
advertisement,  and  the  opinions  expressed  in  it  have  no  weight 
with  any  one.  General  printing  is  done  by  the  publishers  of  the 
paper,  and  it  is  said  they  make  a good  profit  out  of  the  numerous 
forms  required  by  Government  and  the  public. 

As  previously  mentioned  there  is  no  British  merchant  in 
Quilimane,  nor  has  the  place  been  visited  during  the  past  year  by 
the  agent  of  any  manufacturer  desirous  of  establishing  a connec- 
tion here.  The  consequence  of  this  and  of  the  establishment  of  a 
German,  a Swiss,  and  two  French  houses  during  the  year,  is  the 
shrinking  of  British  trade,  and  the  extension  of  that  of  the 
nationalities  above-mentioned.  There  is  practically  no  competi- 
tion between  British  and  foreign  goods,  the  former  having  no 
supporters. 

Appended  is  the  result  of  meteorological  observations  taken 
during  1891  and  1892  at  Mpanda,  the  head  office  of  the 
Companhia  do  Assucar  di  Mozambique.  Mpanda  is  in  latitude 
188° ; longitude,  36°  E ; height  above  sea  level,  130  feet.  The 
observations  were  taken  daily  at  9 a.m.  The  figures  given  show 
the  means  of  the  daily  observations 


Year. 

Barometer  in 
Inches. 

Attached  Ther- 
mometer. 

Temperature  in  Degrees,  Fahr. 

Hygrometer. 

Rain  in  Inches. 

3 

c-i 

S 

1 

0 

a 

'5 

| Solar 
j Maximum. 

! Terrestrial 
j Minimum. 

s 

PQ 

ft 

3 

tt 

<-=> 

1891  

1892  

30  -30 
30*15 

75*62 

73*7 

90*29 

88*6 

66  *02 
65  *00 

141*2 

140*0 

59  *52 
67  *3 

78*69 

77*4 

72*12 
73  *00 

38  *53 
42  *23 

Appended  is  a table  showing  the  rateable  population,  esti- 
mated annual  revenue,  and  also  the  rents  obtained  in  auction  for  the 
principal  prazos  in  the  district.  The  estimated  annual  rent  of  any 
one  prazo  is  the  total  amount  of  taxes  that  may  be  collected  in 
one  year  at  the  rate  of  800  reis  per  annum,  so  that  the  Government, 
by  adopting  the  system  of  farming  the  taxes,  will  gain  annually 
the  sum  of  1,255,000  reis,  and  that  without  incurring  the  cost  of 
collecting.  This  saving  results  partly  from  the  diversions  of  trade 
in  agricultural  produce  into  the  hands  of  the  renters,  as  they 
only  have  a right  to  trade  in  any  part  of  a prazo,  whereas  ordinary 
merchants  must  keep  to  certain  fixed  places  appointed  by  the 
authorities  on  recommendation  of  the  renters.  Further,  the 
renters  will  recoup  themselves  by  developing  the  natural 
resources  of  the  country  by  cutting  and  selling  stone  and  timber, 
or  planting  some  of  the  more  valuable  tropical  products,  coffee 
cocoa,  cotton,  and  rubber. 
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Pkazos  of  Quilimane  Let  by  Auct’on  for  the  Year  1892. 


Name. 

Estimated 
Number  of 
Adult  Natives. 

Estimated 
Annual  Return. 

Annual  Rent 
Obtained  at 
Auction. 

1.  Macuse  ..  v 

2.  Lycungo 

3.  Nameduro  .. 

4.  Tire 

5.  Madal  . . . . . . 

6.  Tangalane  . . 

7.  Cheringone  . . 

8.  Quilimane  de  Sal  . . 

9.  Pepino 

10.  Carungo 

11.  Inhassunge  . . 

12.  Boror  \ . 

12,500 

6.750 

4.500 

2.500 

3.750 

} 1,125 

| 2,000 

4.000 

5.000 
10,000 

Reis. 

10,000,000 

5.400.000 

3.600.000 
2,000,000 

3.000. 000 

900,000 

1.600.000 

3,200,000 

4.000. 000 

8.000. 000 

Reis. 

10,000,000 

5,000,000 

3.510.000 

2.715.000 

2.650.000 

1.060.000 

3.300.000 

2.700.000 

3.120.000 

8.900.000 

Total  of  12  .. 

52,125 

41,700,000 

42.955.000 

41.700.000 

1,255,000 

The  lease  of  a prazo  is  for  25  years.  The  rent  is  payable  half- 
yearly  beforehand.  The  renter  has  to  fulfil  many  obligations  in 
addition  to  paying  rent.  Among  the  obligations  are  the  keeping 
clean  of  all  roads  and  waterways,  the  maintaining  of  depots  for 
supplying  firewood  to  Government  steamers,  the  establishment  of 
schools,  workshops,  and  model  plantations,  and  the  supplying  of 
new  seeds  and  plants  to  the  natives,  and  the  plantation  of  a 
certain  acreage  with  coffee,  cocoa,  or  cotton.  The  renters  are 
all  Portuguese.  The  proceedings  of  the  renters  are  ruled  and 
checked  by  an  inspector-general,  assisted  by  two  sub-inspectors. 

In  March  the  people  of  Maganja,  a coast  district  to  the  north  Disturbances 
of  Quilimane,  made  a raid  upon  the  district  and  pillaged  Indian  during  year, 
stores  to  the  value  of  30,000  rupees,  and  in  the  end  of  the  year 
the  people  of  the  late  Manoel  Antonio  de  Souza  did  some  damage 
in  the  vicinity  of  Senna. 

The  eight  small  river  steamers  imported  several  years  ago  Zambesi 
by  the  Government  have  now  been  organised  into  a squadron  for  police  service, 
police  work,  with  stations  at  Vicenti,  Tete,  and  Zurnbo.  The 
estimated  annual  cost  of  the  squadron  is  34  contos  (about 
75,000/.).  The  organisation  of  this  service  ought  to  put  a check 
on  the  pillaging  of  convoys  of  merchandise  so  common  on  the 
Upper  Zambesi,  and  encourage  trade  there. 
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No. 

Price. 

No. 

Price. 

1199.  Kiungeliow 

..  Ud. 

1258.  Tientsin 

. . Id. 

1200.  Aleppo 

..  Id. 

1259.  Port  Said  . . 

..  Id. 

1201.  Stettin 

. . 4id. 

1260.  Hiogo  and  Osaka 

..  2|d. 

1202.  Swatow 

..  id. 

1261.  Damascus  . . 

..  Id. 

1203.  Charleston . . 

..  2|d. 

1262.  Samoa 

..  id. 

1204.  Syra 

..  Id. 

1263.  Rio  Grande  do  Sul 

..  2|d. 

1205.  New  Orleans 

..  2|d. 

1264.  Jeddah 

..  Id. 

1206.  Suakin 

..  l|d. 

1265.  Vienna 

..  3d. 

1207.  Caracas 

..  Id. 

1266.  Shanghai  . . 

..  3d. 

1208.  Somali  Coast 

..  Id. 

1267.  Bangkok  . . 

..  l|d. 

1209.  Nantes 

..  Id. 

1268.  Meshed  .. 

..  Hd- 

1210.  Tahiti 

..  2d. 

1269.  Cadiz 

..  2d. 

1211.  Ichang 

..  3|d. 

1270.  Cherbourg . . 

..  Id. 

1212.  Wenchow  .. 

..  Id. 

1271.  Erzeroum  . . 

..  Id. 

1213.  Havana 

..  2d. 

1272.  Christiania. . 

..  5d. 

1214.  Cagliari 

..  Id. 

1273.  Buda-Pesth 

..  Id. 

1215.  Old  Calabar 

..  |d. 

1274.  New  York  . . 

..  3d. 

1216.  Foochow  .. 

..  Id. 

1275.  St.  Petersburg 

..  7|d. 

1217.  Wuhu 

..  Id. 

1276.  Alexandria  . 

..  l|d. 

1218.  Vera  Cruz  . . 

..  lid. 

1277.  Tokio 

..  2|d. 

1219.  San  Jose 

..  Id. 

1278.  Bilbao 

. . 

..  3|d. 

1220.  Antwerp 

..  Id. 

1279.  Beyrout 

. . 6d. 

1221.  Mogador-  . . 

. . 

..  2|d. 

1280.  Pekin 

..  2|d. 

1222.  Berlin 

..  l|d. 

1281.  Salvador  . . 

. ♦ 

..  Id. 

1223.  Rome 

..  Id. 

1282.  Malaga 

. , 

..  4d. 

1224.  Constantinople 

, . 

..  6|d. 

1283.  Buenos  Ayres 

. « 

.,  8|d. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

, . 

..  2|d. 

1284.  Canton 

, # 

..  Id. 

1226.  Madeira 

..  5|d. 

1285.  Washington 

. . 

..  4|d. 

1227  Soul 

..  lid. 

1286.  Warsaw 

. # 

..  id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

. . 

..  Id. 

1287.  Pekin 

..  id. 

1229.  Newchwang 

..  Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam 

..  Id. 

1230.  Chungking . . 

. . 

..  lid. 

1289.  Manila 

..  2|d. 

1231.  Hankow 

..  Id. 

1290.  Bahia 

..  Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

1291.  Munich  .. 

..  Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

. . 3d. 

1292.  Trieste 

..  l|d. 

1234.  Taganrog  . . 

..  2|d. 

1293.  Tunis 

..  4d. 

1235.  Ningpo 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo 

..  l|d. 

1236.  Mannheim  . . 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade  . . 

..  2d. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

. . 

. . Id. 

1296.  Teneriffe  . . 

..  Id. 

1238.  Macao  and  Timor.. 

..  Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

..  3d. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1298.  Rome 

..  2|d. 

1240.  Port-au-Prince 

..  2d. 

1299.  Dantzig 

..  7d. 

1241.  Frankfort  . . 

..  3d. 

1300.  Sofia 

..  2|d. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

, 9 

. . Id. 

1301.  Mexico 

..  l|d. 

1243.  Palermo 

# , 

..  3|d. 

1302.  Paris 

..  Id. 

1244.  Naples 

..  Id. 

1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

. , 

..  id. 

1245.  Guatemala . . 

..  Id. 

1304.  Tangier 

..  2|d. 

1246.  Madrid 

..  Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast 

..  id. 

1247.  Gothenburg 

..  2d. 

1306.  Porto  Rico. . 

..  Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

, # 

..  2|d. 

1307.  Parimaribo 

..  Id. 

1249.  Fiume 

..  2d. 

1308.  Oporto 

..  Hd. 

1250.  Leghorn 

..  2£d. 

1309.  Naples 

..  id. 

1251.  San  Francisco 

..  5|d. 

1310.  Salonica 

..  2|d. 

1252.  Bushire  .. 

# # 

..  2d. 

1311.  Valparaiso.. 

..  2d. 

1253.  Nagasaki  . . 

..  Id. 

1312.  Mozambique 

..  Id. 

1254.  Smyrna 

..  Id. 

1313.  Odessa 

..  l|d. 

1255.  Yokohama . . 

, , 

..  lid. 

1314.  Honduras  .. 

..  2|d. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

# , 

..  lid. 

1315.  Batourn 

, # 

. . 4d. 

1257.  Lisbon 

• « 

..  lid. 

1316.  Quilimane  .. 

• . 

..  Id. 

No.  1317. 
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DENMARK. 

COPENHAGEN. 


Consul  Inglis  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,  Copenhagen , November  16,  1893. 

I HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith  a 
Report  on  the  Trade  of  Denmark  for  1892. 

I beg  to  add  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  await  the  issue  of 
the  official  Statistical  Tables  dealing  with  the  whole  year. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  A.  P.  INGLIS. 


Report  on  the  Trade  of  Denmark  for  the  Year  1892. 
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DENMARK. 


Volume  of  The  foreign  trade  of  Denmark  in  1892  amounted  to  3,713,000 

trade.  tons,  of  which  3,016,000  tons  belonged  to  imports  and  711,500 

tons  to  exports  ; of  the  latter  468,000  tons  were  nati  ve  produce 
and  243,000  tons  foreign  goods  re-exported. 
yftlue>  The  estimated  value  of  the  whole  trade  amounted  in  1892  to 

32,050,000/.,  of  which  18,034,000/.  belonged  to  imports  and 
14,016,000/.  to  exports.  The  latter  sum  being  sub-divided  into 
11.566,000/.  of  native  produce  and  2,450,000/.  of  foreign  goods 
re-exported.  The  total  value,  although  1 per  cent,  less  than  the 
previous  year,  shows  an  increase  of  8 per  cent,  in  the  average  of 
the  last  five  years. 

The  decline  in  value,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
fell  chiefly  on  imports  since  the  exports  of  home  produce  show  only 
a very  slight  diminution. 

The  following  table  shows  the  values  of  the  principal  articles 
of  import  and  export : — 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  the  Principal  Articles  of 
Import  and  Export  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


Articles. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

! 1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Colonials 

423,110 

467,477 

1,642,810 

' 1,796,085 

Beverages 

Manufactures  of  cotton, 

122,962 

129,326 

275,243 

284,543 

wool,  and  silk 

284,464 

297,961  ! 

2,198,465 

1 2,348,663 

Metals  and  hardware  . . 
Wood,  and  manu- 

266,267 

242,978 

1,695,402 

, 1,504,152 

factures  thereof 

179,625 

222,378 

980,933 

946,637 

Coals 

139,969 

111,323 

1,291,954  1 

1,205,555 

Animals 

Pork,  bacon,  butter, 

2,537,205 

2,248,000 

334,909 

232,546 

eggs,  and  lard 
Cereals  and  bread-  stuffs 

6,838,961 

972,205 

7,365,059 

1,591,159  1 

1,718,489 

1,074,937 

2,256.848 

1,799,868 

Total 

11,764,768 

12,159,439 

12,267,723 

11,836,538 

Imports.  In  the  imports,  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  and  silk  show  an 

increase  of  150,000/.  Metals  and  hardware  a decrease  of  191,000/. 
Coals  a decrease  of  86,000/.  Cereals  a decrease  of  456,000/. 

Exports.  On  the  exports,  of  beverages,  there  is  an  increase  of  44,500/. ; 

of  animals,  a falling-off  of  289,000/.,  while  pork,  butter,  &c.,  gave 
an  increase  of  526,000/. 

Great  Britain  The  bulk  of  the  foreign  trade  was,  as  usual,  with  Great 

and  Germany.  Britain  and  Germany.  Taking  the  five  years  1888-92,  62  per 
cent,  of  the  quantity,  and  65*8  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  Denmark’s 
trade  was  with  these  two  countries. 

Great  Britain.  1892,  the  value  of  the  whole  exchange  between  Great 

Britain  and  Denmark  was  11,317,000/.,  whereas  the  average  for 
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the  five  years  was  10,827,800/.  The  increase  of  about  500,000/. 
in  1892  was  derived  from  exports  from  Denmark  of  butter,  pork, 
bacon,  and  eggs.  While  there  is  a marked  falling-off  in  the 
exports  of  cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  and  cereals. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  agricultural  produce 
to  the  United  Kingdom  : — 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Agricultural  Produce  Exported 
from  Denmark  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  the  Year  1892. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

£ 

Oxen  and  cows . . 

Number 

1,670 

16,722 

Calves  . . 

))  • • 

233 

666 

Sheep  . . 

5?  • * 

863 

1,055 

Kgs  

: > • • 

. . 

. . 

Pork  and  bacon 

Lbs.  avoir.  . . 

84,408,500 

1,833,111 

Butter  . . . . . . 

99  • • 

97,332,400 

4,704,111 

Eggs 

Score  . . 

7,709,000 

439,555 

Barley  , . , • . • • . 

25,316,500 

76,772 

The  number  of  live  animals  has  undergone  a large  reduction, 
notably  sheep,  which  have  descended  to  863  head  from  41,073 
head  in  the  previous  year. 

Pork  and  bacon,  on  the  other  hand,  have  increased  by 
10,000,000  lbs.  avoir.  Butter  did  not  quite  touch  the  figure  it 
reached  the  previous  year,  but  the  value  of  the  exports  of  this 
article  to  the  United  Kingdom  show  an  increase  of  over  83,000/. 

The  subjoined  statement  gives  the  total  imports  and  exports  to 
and  from  the  different  countries : — 


Table  showing  the  Total  Value  of  Exports  and  Imports  from 
and  to  Foreign  Countries  during  the  Years  1891-92. 


Country. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

1891. 

1892. 

1891. 

1892. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Great  Britain  . . 

7,341,034 

7,533,342 

3,168,372 

3,835,122 

3,782,202 

Germany 

3,787,565 

6,149,708 

5,767,878 

Sweden.. 

1,278,580 

1,458,486 

2,614,621 

2,728,475 

Russia  . . 

151,144 

189,139 

1,986,049 

1,047,275 

United  States  . . 

South  America  and 

125,195 

78,855 

1,079,683 

1,590,475 

Brazil  . . 

2,286 

2,214 

500,807 

38,221 

83,5  / 4 

Norway.. 

489,858 

321  709 

250,289 

Holland 

28,040 

15,670 

425,131 

443,791 

France  .. 

131,812 

73,574 

70,183  1 

518,489 

579,966 

Belgium 

51,051  | 

377,366 

416,958 

Danish  possessions 

245,383  | 

235,646 

199,315 

226,019 

Other  countries 

180,476 

152,846 

862,204 

1,112,940 

Total 

13,834,947 

13,456,611 

18,407,668 

18,029,840 

(lefii) 


Live  animals. 


Pork  and 
bacon. 
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Germany. 


Sweden  and 
"Norway. 


Russia. 


United  States. 


France. 


Distilleries. 


Beet  sugar. 


Agriculture 
and  dairying. 


Difficulties. 


The  gross  value  of  the  trade  with  Germany,  including  the 
Duchies,  amounted  to  9,492,000/.,  against  an  average  for  the  five 
years  of  8,728,000/. 

The  exports  of  live  animals  to  the  Duchies  realised  not  far  short 
of  2,000,000/. 

Sweden  and  Norway  figured  together  for  about  18’8  per  cent, 
of  the  trade,  representing  a value  of  4,378,000/. 

The  principal  import  from  Sweden  was  556,000/.  worth  of 
butter. 

In  the  trade  with  llussia  imports  took  the  first  place.  In  1892 
they  amounted  to  about  1,050,000/.,  ora  decrease  of  over  430,000/. 
on  the  five  years’  average ; this  fell  chiefly  in  corn,  linseed,  and 
mineral  oils,  while  the  imports  of  butter  from  that  country  show 
an  increase  of  about  185,000/. 

In  the  trade  with  the  United  States,  the  imports  amounted  to 
1,590,000/.,  about  556,000/.  more  than  the  five  years’  average. 
Cereals  and  flour  took  the  first  place  and  then  mineral  oils. 

The  imports  from  France  were  about  579,900/.  against  a five 
years’  average  of  445,000/.,  the  increase  in  1892,  amounting  to 
135,000/.,  is  contributed  by  bran,  coffee,  sugar,  oil,  and  wine. 

The  output  of  89  distilleries  throughout  the  country  was 
7,435,568  gallons,  being  430,718  gallons  more  than  the  previous 
year,  when  the  number  of  distilleries  was  97.  The  total  pro- 
duction represented  a value  of  164,000/.  The  exports  amounted 
to  only  61,090  gallons,  valued  at  1,380/. 

The  production  of  beetroot  sugar  was  42,745,124  lbs.  avoir, 
or  14  per  cent,  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  when  it  was 
49,805,731  lbs.  or  3 per  cent,  below  the  five  years’  average. 


Agriculture  and  Dairying. 

In  any  return  of  the  trade  of  Denmark,  agricultural  produce 
takes  such  a predominant  place,  representing  as  it  does  two- 
thirds  of  the  exports,  that  particulars  may  appropriately  be 
included  here,  which  would,  more  strictly  speaking,  belong  to 
the  special  report  dealing  with  this  branch  of  industry. 

From  the  latest  published  returns  then  it  appears  that  although 
a considerable  amount  of  pressure  is  felt  by  the  Danish  farmer,  it 
is  said  not  to  be  so  great  as  in  other  countries  to  the  south  and 
west. 

The  chief  causes  are  said  to  be  the  low  price  of  corn,  cattle 
and  horses,  increasing  taxation,  wages,  the  labour  question,  the 
closure  of  the  English  market  to  Danish  cattle,  the  uncertainty 
of  the  market  in  Germany  coupled  with  its  capricious  customs 
policy ; the  competition  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand  is  also 
beginning  to  be  somewhat  felt.  On  the  other  hand,  one  is  re- 
minded that  the  Danish  farmer  is  painstaking  and  laborious,  that 
his  habits  are  essentially  frugal  and  economical,  with  a power  of 
adapting  himself  to  circumstances  ; with  these  qualifications  the 
hope  is  entertained  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  meet  the  difficulties 
of  the  future. 
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During  the  year  under  notice,  dairy  produce  generally,  and  Butter,  pork, 
especially  pork  and  bacon,  commanded  good  prices.  Butter,  and  bacon, 
which  takes  the  lead  in  importance,  fetching  about  5 ore  more 
per  lb.  than  the  year  before,  thus  raising  the  value  of  the  exports 
by  about  1,000,000  kroner.  The  high  prices  realised  for  pork 
caused  farmers  to  turn  their  attention  to  pig  fattening,  and  the 
exports  under  this  head  reached  2,500,000/. 

The  imports  of  grain  reached  a large  figure,  principally  to  Grain, 
supply  the  demand  for  feeding  stuffs,  and  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  distilleries.  The  exports  of  barley  wTere  only  one- 
fifth  of  what  they  were  10  years  ago,  when  they  reached  about 

3.830.000  bushels,  the  bulk  of  which  went  to  England  for  the 
breweries ; the  amount  now  exported  to  that  destination  is  only 

104.000  bushels. 

The  demand  for  maize  very  largely  increased  the  imports  of  Maize, 
that  article,  which  amounted  to  5,000,000  bushels  against  1,500,000 
bushels  for  several  years  preceding. 

The  imports  of  oil-cake  show  a falling  off,  but  this  has  been  Feeding 
partly  compensated  by  the  production  of  native  oil  mills.  The  stuffs- 
consumption  of  this  feeding  stuff  as  well  as  bran  has,  however, 
diminished,  being  to  a great  extent  replaced  by  maize  and  home 
grown  corn. 

Since  the  closure  of  the  English  market  to  the  introduction  of 
Danish  cattle,  exports  of  animals  were  directed  southwards. 

Efforts  to  open  a market  for  sheep  in  the  north  of  France  were 
unsuccessful. 

The  exports  of  bacon  to  England  show  an  increase,  so  much  so  Bacon  to 
that  after  America,  Denmark  at  present  contributes  more  of  this  England, 
article  of  food  than  any  other  country,  not  excepting  Ireland. 

About  700,000  head  of  swine  were  slaughtered,  against  550,000 
of  the  previous  year,  while  200,000  live  pigs  were  sent  to  Ham- 
burg, making  a total  of  900,000.  This  branch  of  farm  produce 
brought  to  the  country  2,500,000/.  or  53  per  cent,  more  than  the 
previous  year. 

The  gross  exports  of  butter  were  99,709,869  lbs.  avoir.,  Butter, 
representing  a value  of  4,825,599/.,  but  increased  competition  is 
looked  for  from  a distant  country.  M.  Faber,  Danish  consulting  Competition, 
expert  in  England,  reports  that  the  importation  of  butter  to 
England  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  is  increasing,  and 
attained  in  1 892  to  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  imports  from  Den- 
mark ; this  competition  is  felt  all  the  more  severely,  since  it  refers 
to  five  to  six  months  of  the  year.  He  has  compiled  statistics  show- 
ing the  number  of  workmen  in  English  trades  unions  out  of 
employment  in  1892,  and  the  diminished  consumption  which  this 
implies.  In  normal  times  these  are  the  largest  consumers  of 
Danish  butter,  bacon,  and  eggs.  It  is  pointed  out  that  the  pro-  Ireland, 
duction  of  butter  in  Ireland  is  slowly  but  steadily  increasing,  and 
though  the  competition  from  this  quarter  is  felt  somewhat  severely 
during  the  summer,  there  is  at  present  no  occasion  to  fear  it 
during  the  winter  months. 

With  regard  to  the  Colonies,  the  imports  of  butter  to  the  The  Colonies. 
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United  Kingdom  from  Victoria  and  New  Zealand  are  increasing. 
In  Victoria  this  is  obtained  artificially  by  a high  export  bounty  of 
3c?.  per  lb.  on  butter  which  sells  in  London  at  Is.  per  lb.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  imports  from  Victoria  rose  from  20,033 
cwts.  in  1891  to  47,593  cwts.  in  1892,  but  it  is  said  that  the 
premium  has  since  been  reduced  to  one- half  and  will  shortly 
disappear.  More  anxiety  is  felt  with  regard  to  New  Zealand,  her 
exports  showing  a steady  increase  without  artificial  impulse. 

In  his  annual  report  on  dairying,  M.  Boggild,  official  consult- 
ing dairy  expert,  says  that  the  larger  quantity  of  milk  required 
to  produce  1 lb.  of  butter  gave  rise  to  some  perplexity  in  the 
dairies  and  was  attributed  to  the  food  ; but  many  experienced  dairy- 
men turned  their  attention  to  the  skimming.  It  seems  that  in 
many  of  the  dairies  this  operation  is  not  conducted  in  as  complete 
a manner  as  could  be  desired  especially  where  old  fashioned 
separators  are  in  use.  Many  dairies  have  in  consequence  provided 
themselves  with  the  Alpha  separators,  or  have  had  their  old 
separators  converted  to  the  new  type.  The  Alpha  system  has, 
M.  Boggild  says,  now  proved  its  skimming  power  to  be  all  that 
is  claimed  for  it,  and  that  if  it  has  some  drawbacks  as  regards 
construction  and  endurance  it  has  given  satisfaction  wherever  it 

# o 

is  in  use. 

A new  pattern  of  this  separator  was  recently  exhibited  at  one 
of  the  dairy  shows  in  England,  and  some  interesting  particulars 
regarding  it  were  furnished  by  the  agricultural  correspondent  of 

The  Times  * 

In  his  work  on  the  dairy  industry  in  Denmark,t  M.  Boggild 
gives  a description  of  this  machine,  and  the  figures  which  accom- 
pany it  are  reproduced  here.  He  says  that  the  novelty  of  the 
system  consists  in  this,  that  whereas  all  the  ordinary  separators 
are  either  cylindrical  or  nearly  globular  in  form,  with  one  to  three 
radial  wings,  the  Alpha  is  a cylinder  in  which  the  milk  is 
separated  into  a great  number  of  thin  layers,  by  means  of  a set  of 
plates  or  discs.  By  means  of  this  sub-division  of  the  milk  into 
numerous  layers  the  fat  particles  are  more  readily  extracted. 
The  milk  on  entering  the  machine  is  not  at  once  conveyed  to  the 
periphery,  but  only  gradually  attains  a high  velocity  ; more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  milk  is  now  skimmed  annually,  with  a lower 
velocity,  and,  therefore,  with  less  labour  and  power.  According 
to  Dr.  Engstrom’s  tests  it  appears  that  the  Alpha  I can  with  a 
velocity  of  5,600  revolutions  skim  1,760  lbs.  avoir,  of  milk  at 
25  degrees  to  30  degrees  Celsius  per  hour,  giving  15  per  cent,  of 
cream,  and  leaving  only  0*14  per  cent,  of  fat  in  the  skim  milk. 


* The  Times,  October  14,  1893. 
f Mcelkeribruget  i Danmark,  Copenhagen,  1891. 
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No.  1 with ’counter,  shaft. 


6.  Tube  through  which  the  milk 
rises;  there  are  6 such  tubes  ( c-d ) 
serving  as  outlets  for  the  milk. 

r.  Screw  attaching  cover  to  cylin- 
der. 

s.  Discs  between  which  the  milk  is 
separated.  These  discs  revolve  by 
being  in  connection  with  the  re- 
volving wings  of  the  tubes. 

t.  Tubes  for  receiving  the  milk  into 
truncated  cone  A. 

u.  Rubber  collar. 

Skim-milk  is  let  out  through  the 
holes  c and  d in  the  skim- milk  re- 
ceiver B. 

The  cream  rises  outside  the  tube  t, 
and  runs  through  the  hole  / into  the 
cream  receiver  C. 


Separator  Alpha  No.  1 in  section. 
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The  Alpha  II  is  similar  in  construction  save  that  it  is  higher 
in  the  cylinder,  which  can  contain  as  many  as  56  dis^s.  With 
a speed  of  5,600  revolutions  per  minute  it  can  skim  in  1 hour  : — 


Amount. 

Temperature. 

Per  cent. 

Milk  ..  | 

Lbs.  avoir. 
3,498 
3,410 
3,388 

Deg.  (Celsius.) 
30 
20 
10 

1 Leaving  residue  f n on 

J |!  0-60 

In  connection  with  the  butter  shows*  held  here  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Danish  Agricultural  Society,  samples  of  the  skim 
milk  from  the  different  dairies  taking  part  in  them  have,  during 
the  year,  been  submitted  to  a series  of  careful  tests  with  a view  to 
ascertaining  the  thoroughness  of  the  skimming. 

In  the  current  number  of  the  “ Farmer's  Weekly  Journal”! 
(Ugescrift  for  Landmoend),  M.  Boggild  says  that  993  samples  of 
separated  milk  were  thus  tested,  account  being  taken  of  the 
system  of  separator  used,  the  rate  of  speed,  and  milk  feed,  the 
percentage  of  cream  taken  off,  and  the  temperature  of  the  milk. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  samples  89  per  cent,  gave  a per- 
centage of  butter  fat  ranging  from  0*29  to  OJ0,  and  an  average 
of  0T9  per  cent. 

Of  the  various  separators,  476  samples  of  milk  from  Burmeister 
and  Wain’s  were  tested,  12  from  the  Maglekilde,  98  from  Laval’s 
ordinary,  288  from  the  Alpha,  63  from  Koefoed  and  Hauberg’s, 
besides  56  from  separators  of  various  other  systems. 

The  results  are  given  in  the  following  table,  and  show  the 
residuum  of  butter  fat  in  the  skim  milk  : — 


System  of  Separator. 


Percentage  of  Eat. 


Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Average. 

Burmeister  and  Wain . . 

0*68 

0*06 

0-22 

Maglekilde 
Laval’s  Ordinary 

0*51 

0*08 

0*26 

0-42 

0*09 

0*18 

„ Alpha 

Koefoed  and  Hauberg’s 

0*33 

0-07 

0*14 

1-14 

0*10 

0 21 

M.  Boggild  observes  that  while  each  of  the  five  systems  has 
done  excellent  work,  there  is  still  far  too  much  butter  fat  left  in 
the  skim  milk. 

He  estimates  that  a difference  of  0 20  per  cent,  to  0 JO  per 
cent.,  or  0*23  per  cent,  to  0*13  per  cent.,  gives  an  increase  in  the 
butter  out-turn  amounting  to  over  3 per  cent.,  or  in  other  words 

* F.O.  Miscellaneous  Series  No.  151,  1889. 
t November  3,  1893. 
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for  a dairy  turning  out  100,000  lbs.  of  butter  yearly  a gain  of 
3,000  kroner  (1677.). 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  agricultural  produce 
during  the  year  : — 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Agriculture  and  Dairy  Produce 
Exported  from  Denmark  during  the  Year  1892  compared 
with  1891. 


1891. 

1892. 

Articles. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Live  animals — 

Horses  and  foals  

Oxen  and  cows 

Calves  

Sheep  and  lambs  

Swine  

I Number  ... 
» 

»>  ••• 

14,920 

111,666 

7,381 

44,010 

200,068 

£ 

513,877 

1,178,696 

20,502 

58,680 

765,448 

11,578 

106,474 

2,514 

9,998 

185,830 

£ 

389,725 

1,064,740 

6,983 

12,219 

774,305 

Total  

1 

2,537,203 

2,247,972 

Provisions  and  dairy  produce — 

Pork  and  bacon  

Meat  

Butter  

Eggs  

Lard  and  grease  

Lbs.  avoir. 
>) 

Score 

Lbs.  avoir. 

76,577,240 

5,936,572 

100,783,698 

7,169,903 

4,724,663 

1,544,207 

76,952 

4,750,592 

399,921 

67,287 

86,540,476 

9,313,156 

99,709,869 

7,939,284 

5,113,588 

1,879,414 

129,895 

4,825,599 

452,671 

77,478 

Total  

... 

6,838,959 

7,365,057 

Cereals  

Flour  

Lbs.  avoir. 

n 

201,752,930 

46,703,367 

718,627 

253,578 

270,624,662 

42,731,247 

859,067 

215,870 

Total 

... 

972,205 

1,074,937 

Margarine. 

The  use  of  margarine  as  an  article  of  food  tends  continually  to  Margarine, 
increase.  During  the  year  ended  March  31  last  the  number  of  increased 
factories  had  increased  from  16  to  19,  giving  a total  output  of  production. 
17,945,228  lbs.  avoir.,  of  which  11,139,779  lbs.  were  produced  in 
Jutland  by  8 factories.  In  addition  to  the  home  production 
2,096,416  lbs.  were  imported  from  abroad,  principally  from 
Norway.  Almost  the  whole  of  this  19,000,000  lbs.  of  margarine 
is  consumed  in  the  country,  the  exports  being  insignificant, 
amounting  only  to  15,029  lbs.,  of  which  the  bulk  13,580  lbs.  was 
foreign  margarine  returned.  The  larger  part  of  the  oleo- 
margarine used  in  this  manufacture  amounting  to  9,694,480  lbs. 
was  imported. 

The  manufacture  of  margarine  cheese  shows  a considerable 
decline. 

During  the  year  there  were  taken  by  the  officers  of  the 
Control  622  samples  of  butter,  127  of  margarine,  and  46  of 
cheese. 

The  whole  of  the  butter  samples  proved  to  be  free  from  any 
adulteration,  and  the  samples  of  margarine  to  contain  the  declared 
amount  of  butter  fat.  The  infringements  of  the  law  were  merely 
with  respect  to  the  proper  labelling  of  parcels  and  receptacles. 
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In  this  connection  it  may  be  useful  to  repeat  that,  by 
Section  X of  the  Margarine  Law  of  1891,  it  is  enacted  that,  “ In 
places  where  butter  is  worked  up  for  sale,  where  butter  is  packed 
or  collected  for  export,  there  must  not  be  found  either  margarine 
or  oleomargarine.” 

The  penalty  for  infringement  of  this  section  is  imprisonment; 
or  if  without  fraudulent  intent,  fines  from  50  to  4,000  kroner. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  these  regulations  are  rigidly 
enforced  by  experienced  officers  employed  in  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion, a sufficient  guarantee  is  afforded  of  the  purity  of  Danish 
export  butter. 


Return  of  all  Shipping  at  the  Ports  of  Denmark  during  the 

Year  1892. 


Entered. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British 

57 

7,518 

460 

385,200 

517 

392,718 

Danish  

5.736 

295,109 

8,916 

1,692,101 

14,652 

1,987,210 

Swedish  

6,626 

248,539 

1,141 

227,107 

7,767 

475,646 

German  and  Schles- 

wig Holstein 

1,333 

57,304 

1,611 

400,538 

2,944 

457,842 

Norwegian 

789 

80,139 

353 

112,799 

1,142  ' 

192,938 

Russian  

173 

41,050 

90 

52,546 

263 

100,596 

Other  countries  ... 

108 

15,419 

63 

38,270 

171 

53,689 

Total  

14,822 

745,078 

12,634 

2,915,561 

27,456 

3,660,639 

,,  for  the  year 

preceding 

14,445 

753,374 

12,796 

3,276,729 

27,241 

4,030,103 

Cleared. 


Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Nationality. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Ions. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons 



British  

45 

7,721 

. 500 

407,657 

545 

415.378 

Danish  

5,271 

301,143 

8,741 

1,978,224 

14,012 

i 2,279,367 

Swedish  

German  and  Schles- 

6,691 

243,923 

1,293 

262,384 

7,984 

: 506,307 

wig  Holstein 

1,251 

57,750 

1,593 

399,169 

2,844 

456,919 

Norwegian 

Russian  

790 

83,922 

343 

101,800 

72,904 

1,133 

185,722 

174 

41,659 

113 

287 

114,563 

Other  countries  ... 

108 

14,488 

64 

36,355 

172 

50,813 

Total  

„ for  the  year 

14,330 

750,606 

12,647 

3,258,493 

26,977 

4,009,099 

preceding 

13,950 

729,635 

12,738 

3,274,402 

26,688 

4,004,037 

On  January  1,  1893,  the  Danish  Mercantile  Navy  consisted 
of  3,463  ships,  representing  311,656  register  tons.  Of  these 
3,114  were  sailing  ships  of  193,102  tons,  and  349  steamers  of 
118,554  tons.  In  addition  to  these  there  were  11,348  boats  and 
small  craft  of,  and  under,  4 tons. 

There  is  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  26  ships,  repre- 
senting 7,238  register  tons. 
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, # 

2 Id. 
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..  21& 

1264.  Jeddah 

Id. 
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3d. 

1207,  Caracas 

..  Id. 
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Id. 
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..  Id. 
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# , 

# # 

8 id. 

1225.  Barcelona  . . 

..  2id. 
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# 

Id. 

1226.  Madeira 

..  5|d. 

1285.  Washington 

9 

lid. 

1227.  Soul 

. . lid. 

1 1286.  Warsaw 

# # 

id. 

1228.  Chinkiang  . . 

. . Id.  1 

1287.  Pekin 

id. 

1229.  Newchwang.. 

..  Id. 

1288.  Amsterdam., 

Id. 

1230.  Chungking  .. 

..  lid. 

I 1289.  Manila  ,, 

2 id. 

1231.  Hankow  .. 

..  Id. 

1.90.  Bahia 

# # 

## 

Id. 

1232.  Odessa 

..  2d. 

' 1291.  Munich 

Id. 

1233.  Chicago 

I 1292.  Trieste 

, # 

lid. 

1234.  Taganrog 

..  2^d. 

l 1.93.  Tunis  .. 

, , 

4d. 

1235.  Mngpo 

..  Id. 

1294.  Montevideo 

lid. 

1236.  Mannheim  .. 

..  Id. 

1295.  Belgrade 

2d. 

1237.  Dunkirk  .. 

..  Id. 
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Id. 

12^8.  Macao  and  Timor 

..  Id. 

1297.  Stettin 

## 

3d. 

1239.  Madrid 

..  id. 

1298.  Rome 

, # 

• . 

2id. 

1240.  Port-au  Prince 

• • 

..  2d. 

j 1299.  Dantzig 

7d. 

1241.  Frankfort  .. 

• * 

..  3d. 

j 1300.  Sofia 

# # 

2id. 

1242.  Erzeroum  . . 

• • 

..  Id. 

1301.  Mexico 

• • 

lid. 

1243.  Palermo 

..  3 id. 

; 1302.  Paris 

## 

Id. 

1244.  Naples  .• 

..  Id. 

I 1303.  Buenos  Ayres 

_ 

id. 

1245.  Guatemala  .. 

..  Id. 

j 1304.  Tangier 

• • 

2 id. 

12 16.  Madrid 

Id. 

1305.  Somali  Coast 

id. 

1247.  Gothenburg.. 

. . 2d. 

1306.  Porto  h'ico  . . 

m 

Id. 

1248.  Brindisi 

..  2id. 

1307  Paramaribo. . 

9 # 

Id. 

1249.  Fiurne 

..  2d. 
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# # 

# # 

lid. 
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..  22d. 
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* , 
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..  5 id. 

1310.  Salonica  . , 

# 
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. . 2d.  | 
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m m 

2d. 
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..  Id. 
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id. 

1254.  Smyrna  , . 

..  Id. 

| 1313.  Odessa 

# # 

lid. 

1255.  Yokohama  . - 

..  lid.  i 

1 1314.  Honduras  .. 

2id. 

1256.  Stockholm  . . 

..  lid. 

1315.  Batoum 

## 

4d. 

1257.  Lisbon 

..  lid. 

1316.  Quilimane  .. 

9 

Id. 

1258.  Tientsin 

..  Id. 

1317.  Copenhagen 

.. 

Id. 
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Sir  C.  Mansfield  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery . 

My  Lord,  Lima,  October  25,  1893. 

I haVR  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a Report 
upon  the  Finances,  Trade,  Commerce,  &c.,  of  Peru. 

It  is  a matter  of  regret  to  me  that  the  enclosed  Report  should 
he  of  so  meagre  a character ; I have,  however,  always  observed 
that  copious  statistical  information  concerning  Commerce  and 
Industries  is  the  accompaniment  of  a prosperous  community ; 
now  the  community  in  general  as  well  as  trade  and  production  in 
Peru  does  not  wear  a prosperous  aspect,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
obtain  materials  for  a satisfactory  Report  upon  the  tiade,  produc- 
tion and  industries  of  the  Republic. 

I have  also  the  honour  to  forward  Reports  upon  the  Trade 
and  Commerce  of  the  ports  of  Mollendo  and  Payta,  drawn  up  by 
the  Vice-Consuls  at  these  places. 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed;  C.  E.  MANSFIELD. 


Report  on  the  Finances , Trade , Commerce , $*c.,  of  Peru  for  the 
Years  1891-92,  arid  some  data  for  1893. 
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PERU. 


Introduction. 


Budget  of 
1891. 


Budget  of 
1892. 


Introduction. 

In  the  year  1890  Senor  Delgado,  then  Minister  of  Finance, 
published  in  his  annual  report  to  Congress  a great  deal  of  in- 
teresting information  concerning  agriculture  in  Peru,  products, 
industries,  statistics,  &c.,  information  which  formed  the  base  of  a 
report  from  this  Legation  upon  labour  and  agriculture  in  the 
Republic. 

Since  Senor  Delgado’s  report  no  information  has  emanated 
from  official  sources  upon  agriculture,  commerce,  or  industries;  no 
general  statistics  are  forthcoming,  and  it  is,  therefore,  to  be 
presumed  that  such  subjects  afford  little  or  no  interest  to  the 
public  in  Peru. 

Senor  Delgado  lamented  the  insufficiency  and  incompleteness 
of  his  information,  -the  data  by  no  means  corresponding  to  the 
same  years  or  periods  ; if,  therefore,  the  Minister  of  Finance  be 
unable  to  command  statistical  information  of  a symmetrical 
character,  it  becomes  evident  that  nobody  else  is  in  a position  to 
do  so. 


Finances . 

The  receipts  for  1891  amounted  to  8,608,042  soles  87  c.,  in- 
cluding a sum  342,540  s^les  50  c.  derived  from  various  sources 
not  comprised  in  the  estimates,  namely,  advances  upon  future 
customs  receipts,  arrears  of  debts,  & c. 

The  receipts  from  customs  dues  figure  in  the  budget  for 
5,528,288  soles  66  c.,  exhibiting  an  increase  of  531,791  soles  1 c. 
upon  the  estimated  amount  of  4,996,600  soles. 

Tobacco  tax  and  excise  produced  288,556  soles  86  c.,  a 
diminution  upon  the  estimate  of  11,433  soles  14  c. 

Excise  on  spirit  monopoly  produced  251,041  soles  70  c.,  show- 
ing a diminution  of  22,646  soles  7 c. 

The  opium  monopoly  estimated  at  235,000  soles  yielded  an 
excess  of  16,041  soles  70  c. 

The  expenditure  is  stated  to  have  been  8,179,981  soles  13  c., 
leaving  a surplus  of  428,061  soles  74  c.,  but  on  examining  the 
items  it  is  found  that  various  departments  have  been  neglected 
altogether,  others  paid  only  in  part,  while  others  have  received 
sums  over  and  above  the  estimates;  the  surplus  of  the  year  1891 
exists,  therefore,  only  upon  paper. 

The  estimated  revenue  of  the  above  year  amounted  to 
7,104,423  soles  14  c. ; the  actual  receipts  were  7,066,390  'soles 
38  c. ; the  disbursements  authorised  by  the  budget  amounted  to 
6,572,927  soles  37  c.,  leaving  a balance  not  accounted  for  of 
493,463  soles  1 c. 

In  the  above  sum  of  6,572,927  soles  37  c.  is  included  the  sum 
of  531,595  soles  77  c.  which  has  been  diverted  from  the  objects 
to  which  they  were  assigned,  and  paid  to  other  departments  by 
presidential  decree. 

If  the  financial  condition  of  Peru  was  not  very  encouraging  in 
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1891-92,  what  shall  be  said  of  that  of  the  first  six  months  of  the 
present  year,  where  there  is  a falling  off  of  40  per  cent,  in  the 
receipts  of  the  custom-houses. 


Customs  Revenues  during  the  First  Six  Months  of  1892  and 

1893  Compared. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Soles. 

1892  

2,975,993 

1893  (including  50  per  cent,  additional  duty 

on  tobacco,  and  8 per  cent,  on  other 

imports)  . . . . . . 

2,075,315 

Converting  the  receipts  into  their  sterling  equivalents  at  the 
average  rate  of  exchange  obtaining  in  the  periods,  viz.,  32*84 d.  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1892,  and  28*52 d.  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  1893,  the  comparative  result  is  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Amount. 

£ 

1892 

407,215 

1893 

246,616 

How  much  of  the  decline  may  be  attributed  to  the  receipts  of 
the  early  months  of  1893  having  been  anticipated  through  the 
desire  of  importers  to  avoid  the  higher  rates  of  duty  which  came 
into  operation  in  January,  1893,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  ; the 
law  imposing  the  extra  duties  was  passed  in  the  last  days  of 
October,  and  then  would  not  have  much  time  for  the  arrival  of 
fresh  consignments  from  abroad;  on  the  other  hand  the  principal 
importers  keep  their  stocks  in  the  warehouses  at  Callao,  and  clear 
the  goods  according  to  requirement,  and  it  would  seem  that  the 
warehouses  were  pretty  well  emptied  by  the  end  of  December, 
1892. 

The  decline  in  the  customs  receipts  is  mainly  owing  to  the 
depreciation  of  silver,  a matter  which  will  be  treated  further  on 
under  a separate  head. 

Under  any  circumstances  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
gross  deficiency  of  receipts  in  the  year  will  be  some  30  per  cent.; 
increased  excise  and  duties  would  only  check  an  already  failing 
consumption,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Government  of 
the  Republic  is  to  deal  with  a diminution  of  revenue,  which  is 
not  a matter  of  opinion,  but  a simple  question  of  facts  and 
figures. 

(1667) 
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PERU. 


Exports 

imports. 


Mining. 


Sugar. 


Exports  and  Imports. 

To  obtain  information  concerning  exports  and  imports  in 
Peru  recourse  must  be  had  to  the  statistics  of  other  countries, 
even  then  no  exact  or  complete  information  is  attainable  ; Great 
Britain,  France,  and  the  United  States  give  such  returns  in 
money  value  and  Germany  in  weight. 

In  1891  the  exports  from  Peru  to  Chile  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  1.190,479  soles  12  c.,  while  the  imports  from  Chile  were 
to  the  value  of  1,103,274  soles  1 c.,  exclusive  of  wheat  which 
was  roughly  estimated  at  2,000,000  soles ; excluding  wheat  the 
balance  was  in  favour  of  Peru. 

Since  the  recent  legislature  in  India,  touching  the  rupee, 
Chinese  rice  is  said  to  be  supplanting  Indian  rice  in  Peruvian 
ports. 

Comparative  Table  showing  the  Value  of  Imports  and  Exports 
during  the  Year  1891. 


Value. 

Soles 

c. 

Imports 

14,763,241 

18 

Exports  . . . . 

11,616,716 

27 

Excess  of  imports  over  exports 

3,146,524 

91 

Table  showing  the  Value  of  the  Undermentioned  Articles  of 
Export  during  the  Year  1891. 


Articles. 

Value. 

Soles 

c. 

Sugar  . . . . . . 

2,953,362 

62 

Cotton 

1,214,140 

35 

Silver  in  ore  and  bar  . . 

, , 

2,201,895 

25 

„ specie  . . 

1,479,456 

52 

Mining. 

The  crisis  in  silver  need  not  necessarily  lead  to  any  consider- 
able closing  of  silver  mines  in  Peru;  the  average  of  Peruvian 
silver  mines  are,  as  is  well  known,  not  of  a high  standard  as 
compared  with  Bolivia;  the  rate  of  labour,  however,  is  so  low, 
that  even  with  prices  ranging  below  the  present,  silver  workings 
in  Peru  may  still  yield  profit  for  some  time  to  come. 


Sugar. 

Sugar  is,  without  doubt,  the  most  paying  business  in  Peru  ; 
estates,  whether  owned  by  companies  or  individuals,  whe  i not 
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weighted  with  excessive  capital  or  encumbrances  do  extremely 
well,  and  probably  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  many  sugar 
estates  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  English  companies,  like  the 
Cartavio  Estate  in  the  Chicama  Valley,  formerly  owned  by 
M essrs.  Grace  and  now  worked  by  an  English  limited  liability 
company. 

In  many  cases  the  Peruvian  sugar  producer  has  not  been  able 
to  reap  the  full  benefit  consequent  upon  the  late  high  prices  of 
sugar ; through  deficiency  of  capital  and  other  causes  there  had 
been  a considerable  cessation  in  cane-planting  during  the  last 
few  years,  while  the  long  chilly  winter  of  1892  prevented  the 
cane  from  shooting  up,  and  the  crop  was  of  an  inferior  quality, 
so  that  for  many  months  during  the  present  year  grinding  was 
carried  on,  but  to  a limited  extent. 


Cotton . 

In  the  report  from  this  Legation,  transmitted  in  the  year  1890, 
upon  labour  and  agriculture  in  Peru,  mention  was  made  of  plans 
for  irrigating  the  great  northern  cotton  field  in  the  vicinity  of 
Piura  from  the  waters  of  the  River  Chira. 

The  schemes  are  still  in  a state  of  gestation  ; much  is  talked 
and  written  upon  the  subject,  but  it  seems  doubtful  when  any 
action  will  be  initiated,  unless,  indeed,  the  circumstance  of 
the  Peruvian  Corporation  taking  over  the  Payta-Piura  Railway 
and  introducing  a better  management  of  the  line  may  give  an 
additional  stimulus  to  the  district ; while  it  is  also  possible  that 
the  Corporation  might  materially  give  a helping  hand  to  an 
undertaking  which  would  assist  in  increasing  the  receipts  of  the 
line. 


Table  showing  the  average  Export  Price  of  Cotton  from  I8&.0 
to  1892  in  Peruvian  Money  per  Quintal  of  100  Lbs.  of 
Unginned  Cotton  placed  at  a Ginning  Establishment. 


Year. 

Highest. 

Lowest. 

Sole9 

c. 

Soles 

c. 

1885.. 

• t • • 

16 

30 

11 

70 

1886. . 

• • , , 

14 

10 

9 

20 

1887. . 

16 

50 

11 

40 

1888. . 

19 

70 

15 

0 

1889.. 

30 

10 

16 

0 

1890. . 

• • • • 

28 

90 

16 

0 

1891.. 

• • • • 

19 

40 

15 

0 

1892  (to  March  31) 

19 

40 

9 

35 

Peruvian  cotton  does  not  compete  with  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  a certain  quantity  finds  its  way  to  North  America. 

Peruvian  cotton  is  almost  exclusively  used  by  manufacturers 
of  woollen  goods.  The  mixing  of  this  cotton  with  wool  should 


Cotton. 


Petroleum. 
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not  be  termed  adulteration  ; in  fact,  in  many  cases  the  cotton  is 
more  valuable  than  the  wool  with  which  it  is  mixed  ; it  improves 
the  woollen  goods,  reduces  the  tendency  to  shrinkage,  makes  them 
more  durable,  adds  often  a better  lustre,  and  gives  a superior 
finish.  For  dyed  goods  it  is  equally  suitable,  and  makes  fast 
colours. 

Peruvian  cotton  might  well  be  designated  as  vegetable  wool. 
When  carded  the  resemblance  is  so  close,  and  its  characteristics 
so  similar  to  wool,  that  it  could  be  readily  sold  as  such.  When 
woven  with  wool,  the  cotton  fibres  cannot  be  determined  with 
certainty  except  by  special  test. 


Table  showing  the  Quantity  and  Value  of  Cotton  Exported 
from  Payta  during  the  Years  1888-92. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Y alue. 

Bales. 

Soles. 

1888 

73,500 

1,470,000 

1889 

63,306 

1,266,120 

1890 

51,508 

1,215,160 

1891 

16,953 

339,060 

1892 

1,231,582 

463,160 

No  returns  seem  to  have  been  made  public  of  the  export  of 
cotton  from  the  ports  of  Pisco  and  Huacho,  which  is  very  con- 
siderable. 

Several  cotton  mills  are  in  operation  in  Peru,  and  in  a few 
years’  time  no  foreign  cottons,  except  prints  and  the  very  finest 
sorts  of  white  calico,  should  be  imported  from  abroad. 

The  factory  at  Vitarte,  near  Lima,  has  been  purchased,  and  is 
being  worked  by  an  English  company.  Another  factory  has  been 
recently  established  at  Pisco,  a centre  of  cotton-planting,  and 
others  will  doubtless  follow. 


Petroleum. 

The  oil  of  the  London  and  Pacific  Petroleum  Company  is 
used  by  the  major  part  of  the  locomotives  of  the  Peruvian 
Corporation,  but,  notwithstanding  the  low  price,  has  not  suc- 
ceeded in  displacing  the  importation  of  kerosene  from  the  United 
States. 

The  company  possesses  one  small  tank  steamer,  and  the  project 
of  a fleet  of  such  steamers,  to  supply  such  markets  as  Japan  and 
China,  for  the  present,  at  least,  does  not  appear  to  be  a con- 
tingency in  the  immediate  future. 

The  works  at  Zorritos,  north  of  Talara,  still  furnish  oil  in  the 
Lima  market,  oil  which  is  more  particularly  adapted  for  lubricating 
machinery. 
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Various  sinkings  have  been  effected  in  the  petroleum  district 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tumbez,  but  the  result  has  not  been  sufficiently 
favourable  to  warrant  the  establishment  of  works. 

Silver  Question . 

Peru  is  being  materially  affected  by  the  silver  question : a Sllve^ 
silver  producing  country,  with  an  inconvertible  silver  currency  (tuestlon- 
and  no  paper. 

The  exchange  of  the  sole  exactly  follows  the  current  price 
of  silver  at  the  ratio  of  about  11  \d. ; thus,  if  the  ounce  of  silver 
stand  at  34 d.,  the  rate  in  Peru  of  bills  at  3 months’  sight  rules 
at  about  2 h\d.  to  the  silver  sole. 

The  depreciation  of  their  currency  has  been  much  discussed  in 
political  and  business  circles  in  Lima,  as  well  as  by  the  Press.  A 
gold  standard  is  advocated  on  all  sides,  but  so  agreeable  a solution 
is,  however,  distinctly  impracticable  in  a country  where  the 
Government  has  neither  internal  or  external  credit,  whose  finances 
are  in  a chronic  state  of  irregularity,  with  the  revenue  diminishing 
at  an  unprecedented  ratio,  and  where  from  various  causes  an 
alleged  gold  standard,  if,  as  would  be  necessary,  accompanied  by 
a corresponding  moiety  of  paper,  is  recognised  as  likely  in  the 
end  to  lead  to  the  evils  of  a forced  paper  currency. 

The  producers  of  articles  for  foreign  consumption,  such  as 
sugar,  cotton,  and  wool,  are  favoured  by  the  low  price  of  silver. 
Ordinary  wages  in  the  interior  have  not  yet  risen  in  proportion ; 
the  producer  carries  on  his  undertaking  in  a depreciated  currency, 
and  is  paid  in  gold. 

On  the  other  hand  the  community  at  large  is  much  pinched  by 
the  depreciation  of  the  sole  ; steamer  and  railway  charges  have 
risen  from  25  per  cent,  to  30  per  cent.  Articles  from  abroad  in 
some  cases  have  risen  even  higher,  and  up  to  50  per  cent.  Some 
importers  are  almost  trading  at  a loss,  as  the  community  is  unable 
to  stand  a rise  upon  highly  priced  articles  of  luxury,  foreign 
wines,  &c. 

The  whole  scale  of  living  is  becoming  dearer,  while  private 
incomes  and  salaries  remain  stationary,  superfluities  have  to  be 
suppressed — a state  of  things  disagreeable  to  the  individual  and 
disastrous  to  the  importer,  who,  it  may  be  remarked,  for  the  most 
part,  is  a foreigner. 

Even  articles  of  native  production,  market  stuffs,  &c.,  become 
gradually  more  expensive;  the  producer  pays  more  for  various 
matters  and  raises  his  prices,  the  consumer  cannot  pay  the  higher 
price  and  does  without;  less  in  consequence  is  produced,  and  that 
less  ranges  again  at  higher  prices  from  comparative  scarcity  and 
absence  of  competition. 


Rates  of  Exchange . 

The  rate  of  exchange  at  the  various  dates  mentioned  in  this  Rates  of 
report  have  varied  to  the  extent  of  9 ^d.  to  the  sole ; in  1891  exchanse* 
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Shipping. 


Imports. 


the  sole  was  as  high  as  3 6</.,  while  the  present  quotation  is 
26^d. ; 3 months  since  the  sole  was  quoted  as  low  as  2s. 


Mollendo. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Robiliinrd  reports  as  follows : — 

This  year  has  been  uneventful ; business  has  not  increased  as 
was  hoped  for  by  the  extension  of  the  railway  in  the  direction  of 
Cuzco,  and  traffic  with  Bolivia  has  greatly  fallen  off  since  the 
opening  of  the  Chilian  Railway  from  Antofagasta  to  Oruro,  referred 
to  in  my  last  report. 

The  mines  at  Caylloma  have  also  given  less  this  year  owing  in 
a measure  to  the  difficulty  to  contend  with  to  keep  away  the  water 
from  entering  and  thus  prevent  work  going  on. 


Shipping. 

The  following  is  the  movement  in  this  port  during  the 
year 


Enteked. 


Nationality. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

British  . . 

150 

.. 

9 

12,198 

Chilian 

104 

, , 

4 

2,450 

German 

47 

2 

1,938 

French  . . . . . . 

30 

# # 

# # 

# , 

North  American 

•• 

•* 

2 

1,414 

The  sailers  laden  with  coal,  lumber,  <&c. ; the  steamers  bringing 
the  general  merchandise  as  a rule. 


Imports. 

The  total  amount  received  by  the  customs  this  year  is 
695,309  soles  63  c.  at  an  average  exchange  of  2s.  8 d.  to  the 
silver  sole  equals  92,707/.  18s.  2d.,  nearly  15,000/.  less  than  last 
year,  owing  principally  to  the  fall  of  od.  per  sole  in  the  average 
rate  of  exchange. 


LIMA. 


9 


Return  of  Principal  Articles  of  Export  during  the  Year  1892.  Exports. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Approximate 

Value. 

Kilograms. 

Soles 

c. 

Alpaca  wool,  1st  class 

, , 

1,480.934 

888,560 

40 

,,  inferior 

, . 

620,020 

202,180 

00 

Ticuna  wool  . . . . 

2,763 

4,805 

22 

Sheeps’  „ .. 

, . 

1,246,434 

496,446 

60 

Silver  ores 

1.196,650 

1,406,565 

20 

Copper  barrilla 

# , 

2,470,479 

1,074,121 

20 

Tin  ,, 

530,900 

138,195 

60 

Bark  . . . . 

288,803 

156,958 

15 

Hides,  dried  . . . . 

, # 

145,564 

31,644 

30 

,,  salted . . . . 

# , 

7,288 

1,584 

40 

Argentiferous  ores  . . 

14,846 

12,909 

60 

Antimony  „ , . 

285,606 

28,560 

60 

Coca  . . 

377,762 

205,295 

25 

Coffee 

107,146 

46,585 

20 

Quina  . . 

101,337 

55,074 

25 

Lead  ores 

, , 

96,201 

20,913 

20 

Bismuth  . . . . 

15,964 

3,470 

40 

Malico. . ..  .. 

62 

54 

00 

Rhatannia 

580 

504 

40 

Tartar . . . , 

479 

156 

30 

Cotton..  ..  .. 

1,500 

391 

32 

Cacao  . . 

1,652 

898 

00 

Italia,  white  cognac  .. 

516 

210 

20 

Chinchilla 

, # 

92 

80 

00 

Olives  . . . . . . 

527 

104 

40 

Specie  (17,732/.) 

151,988 

57 

Total 

4,928,586 

76 

Equivalent  in  sterling  at 

32 d.  exchange. . 

. . 

•• 

657,144/.  : 

18  S* 

* About  20,000/.  under  last  year. 


The  export  of  antimony  has  more  than  doubled,  there  is  a 
mine  being  worked  that  yields  50  to  100  tons  a month  of  ore  that 
will  give  70  per  cent,  of  pure  antimony. 


Trade  with  Bolivia. 

The  prospects  are  not  very  flattering.  A steamer  of  260  tons  Trade  with 
capacity,  the  “ Coya,”  has  been  taken  up  to  Lake  Titicaca  where  Bolivia, 
it  is  at  present  being  reconstructed,  the  keel  being  laid  on 
July  15  last,  and  will  be  ready  for  traffic  on  the  lake  in  March, 

1893.  Two  dredgers  are  also  being  put  together  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Desaguadero  River  to  be  used  in  making  this  river  navigable 
as  far  as  Nusacara,  a port  distant  about  5 leagues  from  Oruro,  to 
bring  down  the  products  from  that  city  and  Corocoro ; with  these 
improvements  something  will  have  been  done  to  counteract  the 
competition  via  Antofagasta,  Chile,  but  much  valuable  time  has 
been  lost,  and  the  Chilian  route  has  the  start  and  will  keep  it 
for  some  time. 
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General  Remarks  on  Trade  during  1892. 

Owing  to  a falling  exchange  and  the  not  very  peaceful 
political  prospects,  merchants  have  been  very  chary  about  im- 
porting more  than  was  easily  disposable  of  promptly,  the  result  is 
that  stocks  in  the  custom-houses  were  never  so  low  as  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  An  extra  8 per  cent,  on  the  duties  to  be  levied  from 
January  1 in  order  to  help  the  Government  to  meet  its  obligation 
to  pay  the  Peruvian  Corporation  Company  80,000/.  per  annum, 
will  also  have  a depressing  effect  on  imports,  and  very  little  im- 
provement in  trade  can  be  looked  for  in  1893. 

There  has  been  nothing  done  towards  improving  this  port, 
rather  the  contrary,  as  owing  to  a proposal  made  to  and  accepted 
by  Congress  in  August  last,  by  two  private  individuals,  to  extend 
this  railway  to  Islay,  and  no  steps  having  been  taken  towards 
carrying  this  out,  all  the  building  and  improvements  that  were 
being  made  here  have  been  suspended  until  something  definite  be 
arranged.  The  opinion  of  many  is  that  the  proposal  to  extend 
the  line  was  only  made  as  a speculation  to  try  and  induce  the 
Peruvian  Corporation  Company  to  offer  them  some  sum  to  desist 
from  the  undertaking,  but  if  this  was  the  object  it  has  failed,  and 
the  only  result  has  been  to  prejudice  in  a further  degree  this 
port. 

Something  should  be  done,  either  by  the  Peruvian  Corporation 
Company  or  others,  to  make  the  landing  and  embarking  here  less 
dangerous,  and  to  avoid  so  many  days  being  lost  in  discharging 
vessels  on  account  of  the  surf.  That  this  is  feasible,  but  rather 
costly,  has  been  admitted  by  every  engineer  who  has  surveyed  the 
bay. 

This  district  has  been  free  from  any  contagious  disease  all  the 
year  round. 


Payta. 

Mr.  Vice-Consul  Blacker  reports  as  follows  : — 


Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Trade  at  the  Port  of  Payta 
during  the  Year  1892. 


Description. 

Number  of 
Vessels. 

Tons. 

Ships  of  various  nations  . . 

5(3 

13,]  10 

British  ships  . . . . . . 

2 

1,193 

,,  steamers  . . 

105 

136,390 

Steamers  of  various  nations 

87 

142,539 

Total 

250 

293,232 

Keturn  of  British  and  Foregn  Trade  at  the  Port  of  Payta  during  the  Year  1892. 
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Remarks. 

Put  into  port 
Put  into  port 

Cargo. 

Charcoal  ... 

>t  ••• 

ii 

ii  ••• 

ii  ... 

ii  ••• 

10  guns 

Charcoal 
Ballast 

I 

Charcoal 
Indiaruhber  ... 
Ballast 

General 

Ballast  ... 
Charcoal 

Ballast ... 

4 guns 

Cotton  seed  ... 

Ballast 

Charcoal 
General  ... 

Charcoal 

011  

Ballast 

Charcoal 

II  •** 
II 

6 guns 

7 „ 

Bound. 

Callao  

Iquique  

Callao  

Iquique  

Callao  

»>  ...  ... 

_ »>  

Panama  

Callao  

Boca  Pan  

Sechura  and  Buena- 
ventura   

Sechura  and  Tu- 

muco  

Callao  

Hamburg  

Callao  

Bahia  Indepen- 
dence   

Pacasmayo 

Sechura  and  Buena- 
ventura   

Antofagasta 
Boca  Pan  and  Pisa- 
g'-ia  

Tumbes  

Callao  

Liverpool  

Mancora  and  Callao 

Callao  

Zoriitos  

Callao  

Fishing  ...  ... 

Talara  and  Callao ... 
Callao  

Guayaquil 

Clearance. 

January  12 
February  18 
January  27 
,,  16 
February  11 
March  4 ... 

February  21 
„ 26 
„ 13 

March  24  ... 
„ 8 ... 
April  11  ... 

„ 29  ... 

„ io  ... 

March  21  ... 

„ 30  ... 

April  4 

May  11  ... 

July  1 

May  31 
April  21  ... 

27  ... 

May  8 
June  22 
May  14  ... 

June  4 
May  24  ... 

June  28 
May  24  ... 

June  4 

July  2°  ::: 

„ ii  ... 

n 18  ... 

„ 18  ... 

Cargo. 

Ballast 

Lumber 
General  .. 

Lumber 
Ballast  ... 

General 

10  guns 
Lumber 

Ballast 

Lumber 

General 

Indiarubber  ... 

Ballast 

General 

Ballast 

Lumber 

General 

Ballast 

4 guns 

Ballast  ”!  ... 

GenerM 

||  ... 

Ballast ...  !!. 

011  

Ballast... 

General 

Ballast 

6 guns 

7 

From — 

Callao  

Buenaventura 
Callao  

Gua’yaquil  ... 

Callao  

Tumaco  ... 

Callao  

Buenaventura 

Tumaco  ... 

Callao  

Guayaquil 

Callao 

Buenaventura 
Callao  

Tumbes  

Callao  ...  ... 

Fishing  

Callao  ...  ... 

Santa  Elena... 

Callao  

Entry. 

: : : : :„v: s : : : : : : : : : : s ::  s :::  x 

“ 2 2§S^  _2  §».-222g.3g.So>«2s 

•-s  CS4  S <J  S t-Bt-s 

Tonnage. 

ggSSslISISSs  I Sssl  9S  '13 

c-T 

Name  of  Vessel. 

::  i : : si::  : : : : :::::::::::::: 

: : : : j j : : : o : : : :|  : : j l : : : l : : \ : • : 

lllllillllll  i III!  l!  1!  1 llillllillll 

| Nationality. 

Peruvian 

||  ••• 

II  ••• 

Italian  ... 

Peruvian 

! ::  ::: 
French 
Peruvian 

II  ••• 

|| 

II 

||  ••• 

French 

Peruvian 
British 

Peruvian 
Equatorian  ... 

Peruvian 

II 

II 

British  ...  !!! 

Peruvian 

it 

Ch’lian 

Peruvian 

it 

19 

British ... 
Bn.iBh 

Class. 

Schooner ... 

Brig  *" 

Schooner... 
Bark 
»|  ••• 

II  ••• 

Corvette  ... 
Bark 

Schooner ... 
Bark 

Schooner ... 

Brig 

Bark 

II  ••• 

Schooner... 

Bark 

Schooner... 

Transport .. 

Bark”  .!! 

Schooner  ... 

::  ::: 

Bark 

d 

Brig  ...1 

Corvette  ... 
Corvette  ... 

Return  of  British  and  Foreign  Trade  at  the  Port  of  Payta  during  the  Year  1892 — continued. 
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1 

! i 

1 ! 

Cargo. 

Kerosene  of 
Talara 

Ballast 

Charcoal 

7 guns 

Salt  

Charcoal 

Salt”  ...  ;;; 

Charcoal 

Ballast 

Charcoal 

19  m. 

19 

99  • •• 

99 

Charcoal 

Oil  

Charcoal 

99  ••• 

16  guns 

Charcoal  ... 

1 

Talcahuano 

Tumbes  

Callao  

9,  •••  ••• 

Callao  

n •••  ••• 

n •••  ••• 

Mancora  

Callao  

” !!'. 

Callao  

Fishing  

Callao  

99  •••  ••• 

99  •••  •** 

Antofagasta 

1 

September  1 

December  17 
August  12  ... 
„ 22  ... 

Still’port  ... 
September  10 

October  14?.4 
„ 11... 
September  23 

n 14 

14 

November  10 
„ 4 

„ 10 

December  2 
November  16 
„ 23 

December  17 
„ 24 

„ 6 

December  23 

Cargo. 

Ballast 

Lumber 

Ballast 

7 guns 

Salt  

Ballast 

General 

Ballast 

General  ... 

Ballast 

Empty  sacks  ... 
Lumber 
Empty  sacks  ... 
Lumber 
General 

Lumber 

Ballast 

oil  

General 

16  guns 

Ballast 

General 

Charcoal 

Lumber 

From — 

Talcahuano 

Tumaco  ...  ... 

Callao  

Talara  

Salinas  de  Huacho  .. 
Callao  

ii  •••  ••• 

»*  •••  ••• 

lquique  

Callao  

Buenaventura 
Callao  

99  ...  ... 

99 

,9 

Buenaventura 

Callao  

Fishing  

Callao  

A eapulco  

Callao  

Boca  Pan  

Callao  

Entry. 

August  3 ... 

•1  4 ... 

» 4 - 

„ 7 ... 

„ 9 ... 

„ 23  ... 

,,  24  ... 

„ 24  ... 

31  ... 
September  13 
„ 13 

„ 13 

October  7 ... 

i>  8 ... 

„ 13  ... 

,,  24  ... 

„ 24  .. 

,,  29  ... 

November  1 
„ 10 

„ 10 

„ 11 

„ 25 

„ 30 

December  4 
„ 9 

,,  12 

„ io 

„ 22 

„ 24 

Tonnage. 

759 

106 

135 

198 

2,120 

340 

272 

241 

157 

350 
300 
215 
228 
235 
398 
135 
191 
198 
193 
177 
167 
132 
300 
230 

3,479 

351 
157 
243 
159 
102 

Name  of  Vessel. 

Hope 

San  Martin 

Rosa  Maria 

Collide  

Garnert  

Maria  

Cecilia  K 

Maria  L 

Concepcidn 

San  Nicola 

San  ltemo  ...  ... 

Pagueie  de  Lima  ... 

Italia 

Maria  Isabel 

Japan  

Ito.-a  Maria 

Laura  

Clotilde  

Nueva  Fortuna 

Josefina  

Perla  

Oogali  

San  Remo  ... . 

Italia ' ... 

Dubourdie 

San  Nicola 

Concepeidn 

Amadeo 

Mentana  

Catalina  B.  ... 

Nationality. 

17. S. A 

Peruvian 

British  ...  !! 

Peruvian 

99  ••• 

9, 

99  ••• 

99 

99 

99  ••• 

99 

Equatorian 
Peruvian 
Chilian  ... 
j Peruvian 

j French 

Peruvian 

s 

::: 

1 

1 

Bark 

Schooner  ... 
Bark 

Sehoonor  ... 
Corvette  ... 
Bark 

99  ••• 

99  ••• 

99  ••• 

Brig 

Schooner  ... 
Bark 

Schooner  ... 

99  ••• 

Bark 

Schooner ... 
Bark 

Schooner  ... 
Iragata  ... 
Bark  ... 

Brig 

Schooner  ... 
Brig 

LIMA, 
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Coasting  (Steamers). 


Description. 

Tonnage. 

Cie  Maritime  de  Pacifique  . . •• 

South  American  Company  . . . . 

Gulf  Line  . . . . . . . • 

P.  S.  N.  Company  . . 

German  Company 

London  and  P.  Petroleum,  Limited 

Lamport  and  Holt  . . . . . . 

41,558 

57,735 

25,125 

76,145 

17,101 

4,662 

25,441 

Total 

267,767 

Becapitulation. 


Description. 

Tonnage. 

Foreign  trade. . * . 

Coasting  „ . . . . 

25,465 

267,767 

Total 

293,232 
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UNITED  STATES. 

NEW  YORK. 

Consul-General  Booker  to  the  Earl  of  Rosebery. 

My  Lord,,  New  York , November  17,  1893. 

I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a Report  upon  the 
Agriculture  of  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Delaware. 

The  Statistics  furnished  by  the  United  States  Department 
are  imperfect  and  the  State  Agricultural  Departments  and 
Societies  furnish  none,  hence  the  Report  is  not  as  complete  as  I 
could  wish, 

I have,  &c. 

(Signed)  WM.  LANE  BOOKER. 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Establish- 
ment of  State 
Department 
of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Duties  of 
Commissioner 
of  A gricul- 
ture. 


Under  an  Act  of  the  State  Legislature,  passed  and  approved 
in  the  spring  of  this  year,  a Department  of  Agriculture  was 
established,  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws  relating  to 
agriculture  and  agricultural  products,  the  chief  of  the  department 
to  be  called  Commissioner  of  Agriculture. 

The  Dairy  Commission  established  in  1884  has  been  merged 
by  the  Act  into  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  duties  of 
the  Dairy  Commission  were  to  see  that  milk  delivered  at  butter 
and  cheese  factories,  and  sold  to  customers,  should  not  fall  below 
a certain  standard,  in  fact,  that  it  should  be  perfectly  pure  as 
drawn  from  the  cow.  That  oleomargarine  and  kindred  products 
should  not  be  manufactured  in  this  State,  or  sold  in  imitation  or 
semblance  of  butter,  the  product  of  the  dairy.  That  adulterated 
vinegar,  or  vinegar  in  imitation  or  semblance  of  cyder  vinegar 
should  not  be  manufactured  or  offered  for  sale. 

The  Commissioner  of.  Agriculture  is  authorised  by  the  Act  to 
appoint  a Director  of  Farmers5  Institutes  and  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner, and  employ  such  clerks,  chemists,  agents  and  counsel  as 
he  may  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  enforcement  of  the  laws 
and  the  proper  administration  of  the  department,  who  shall 
receive  such  compensation  as  may  be  fixed  by  him,  and  their 
necessary  expenses. 

The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  his  assistants  and  employes 
shall  have  full  access  to  all  places  of  business,  factories,  farms, 
buildings,  carriages,  carts  and  vessels  used  in  the  manufacture, 
sale  or  transportation  within  the  State  of  any  dairy  products,  or 
any  imitation  thereof,  or  of  any  article  or  product  with  respect 
to  which  any  authority  is  conferred  on  such  Commissioner. 

They  may  examine  and  open  any  package,  can,  or  vessel  con* 
taming  or  believed  to  contain  any  article  or  product  which  may 
be  manufactured,  sold  or  exposed  for  sale  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act,  and  may  inspect  the  contents  therein,  and 
take  therefrom  samples  for  analysis. 

The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  authorised  to  appoint  and 
employ  net  more  than  five  expert  butter  and  cheese  makers,  who 
shall,  under  his  direction,  examine  and  inspect  butter  and  cheese 
factories,  and  attend  at  agricultural  fairs,  societies  and  meetings 
designated  by  the  Commissioner,  to  impart  thereof  information  as 
to  the  best  and  most  improved  method  of  making  butter  and 
cheese  and  improving  the  quality  thereof. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  above  set  forth,  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  has  certain  defined  ones  in  connection  with  the  pre- 
vention of  contagious  diseases  in  fruit  trees,  with  the  prevention 
of  diseases  among  bees,  also  when  any  infectious  or  contagious 
disease,  except  tuberculosis  and  glanders,  affecting  domestic 
animals,  shall  be  brought  into  or  break  out  in  the  State,  he  is  to 
promptly  suppress  the  same  and  to  prevent  such  ditease  from 
spreading. 

The  New  York  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  established 
in  the  Village  or  Geneva  for  ihe  purpose  of  promoting  agriculture 
in  the  various  brauches  by  scientific  investigation  and  experiment, 
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is  under  the  control  and  management  of  a Board  of  Trustees 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  but  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Board  are  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture. 

The  dairy  interests  of  this  State  are  paramount  to  all  others,  Dairy 
and  in  addition  to  the  protection  afforded  consumers  by  the  interests, 
stringent  regulations  against  the  adulteration  of  milk,  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  oleomargarine  in  the  State,  there  is  protection 
against  false  weights,  as  the  manufacturer  of  receptacles  for  the 
purchase  of  butter  is  required  before  selling  the  same  to  brand 
it  with  his  name  and  the  true  weight  of  the  receptacle. 

There  has  been  for  some  years  a cheese  brand  law  under 
which  every  manufacturer  of  full  milk  cheese  may  put  a brand 
upon  each  cheese  indicating  “ full  milk  cheese,”  and  the  date 
when  made,  and  no  person  shall  use  such  a brand  upon  any 
cheese  made  from  milk  from  which  any  cream  has  been  taken. 

The  Dairy  Commissioner,  before  the  agricultural  law  of  this  year, 
and  now  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  shall  issue  to  the 
cheese  manufacturers  on  proper  application  therefor,  and  under 
such  regulations  as  to  the  custody  and  use  thereof  as  he  may 
prescribe,  a uniform  stencil  brand  bearing  a suitable  device  or 
motto,  and  the  words,  “ New  York  State  full  cream  cheese.” 

Every  such  brand  shall  be  used  upon  the  outside  of  the  cheese 
and  upon  the  package  containing  the  same,  and  shall  bear  a 
different  number  for  each  separate  factory.  The  Dairy  Com- 
missioner in  his  last  report  states  that  the  cheese  brand  law  con- 
tinues to  grow  in  favour,  and  that  it  is  recognised  by  the 
wholesale  dealer,  the  retail  dealer,  and  by  the  exporters  as  a 
guarantee  that  the  cheese  is  full  cream  whenever  the  brand  is 
upon  it.  The  Commissioner  adds  that  the  demand  for  State 
brand  cheese  will,  in  his  opinion,  cause  every  manufacturer  to 
brand  his  cream  cheese  if  full  cream,  and  then  the  problem  of 
branding  skim  cheese  will  be  solved,  as  a cheese  with  no  brand  on 
it  will  be  classed  as  skimmed  cheese. 

The  last  report  of  the  Dairy  Commissioner  gives  the  number 
of  creameries  and  cheese  factories  in  the  State  as  2,000.  In  some 
of  these  establishments  the  milk  is  bought  and  paid  for  by  the 
hundred  pounds;  in  others  the  milk  is  delivered  by  the  patrons 
to  be  made  into  butter  and  cheese,  and  the  profits  to  be  divided 
among  the  patrons  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  milk  delivered 
by  them. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  milk  consumed  in  this  city  is 

63.250.000  gallons,  besides  5,000,000  quarts  of  cream,  and  nearly 

70.000  cases  of  condensed  milk,  the  product  of  2,973  dairies. 

The  value  ot  the  milk,  butter,  and  cheese  is  estimated  at  about 

11,000,000^. 

The  revenue  of  the  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  Revenues  of 
was,  in  1892,  68,500  dol.  from  various  sources.  expciiment 

The  United  States  Agricultural  Department  appropriates 

15.000  dol.  annually  for  the  Cornell  University  Agricultural 
Experiment  Station  at  Ithaca  in  this  State,  and  in  1892  there 

(1669) 
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UNITED  STATES. 


Work  of 

experiment 

stations. 


Agricultural 

societies. 


was  an  appropriation  of  35,000  dol.  for  additions  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  station. 

The  experiment  stations  do  very  efficient  work  in  every 
description  of  experiment  which  is  likely  to  be  useful  to  farmers, 
and  issue  bulletins  monthly,  which  are  distributed  among  all 
persons  interested  in  agriculture. 

The  State  Experiment  Station  has  issued  in  the  last  two  years 
four  bulletins  on  commercial  fertilisers,  one  on  the  comparison  of 
dairy  breeds  of  cattle  with  reference  to  production  of  butter, 
eight  on  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  two  on  fruit  growing,  one  on 
the  influence  of  copper  compounds  in  soils  upon  vegetation,  the 
spraying  with  fungicides  for  prevention  of  potato  blight,  and  an 
analysis  of  materials  used  in  spraying  plants,  one  on  bean 
diseases,  one  on  celery  diseases,  and  three  on  feeding  experiments 
with  poultry. 

The  United  States  Agricultural  Department  collects  and  pub- 
lishes data  respecting  the  researches  in  agricultural  science 
carried  on  in  this  and  other  countries,  in  order  that  the  United 
States  and  State  Experiment  Stations  may  know  what  is  going  on 
in  the  lines  in  which  they  are  working,  and  thus  may  be  able  to 
pursue  their  investigations  with  the  greatest  economy  of  time, 
labour,  and  money. 

The  United  States  Experiment  Stations  issue  bulletins,  the 
same  as  those  of  the  State  to  those  interested  in  farming  giving  the 
result  of  their  investigations.  In  the  issue  of  these  bulletins  it 
is  desired  to  give  in  the  plainest  possible  manner  the  gist  of 
experimental  research  in  some  one  or  other  of  the  many  important 
agricultural  problems  which  it  is  in  the  province  of  the  stations 
to  investigate  and  solve.  Information  is  also  disseminated  through 

a o 

the  newspapers. 

There  are  in  this  State,  besides  the  New  York  State  Agricul- 
tural Society,  over  50  county  agricultural  societies. 

The  Director  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  Society 
writes  me  in  regard  to  farmers’  institutes  : — “ Our  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington  sends  out  at  times  when  State  Boards 
of  Agriculture  hold  their  annual  meetings,  prominent  speakers  to 
treat  important  questions  of  special  interest  to  the  State  where 
these  meetings  are  held. 

“ As  a representative  of  the  Department  I have  been  sent  to 
different  States  in  this  educational  line  of  work,  and  it  has  been 
productive  of  much  good  to  the  agriculture  of  the  States.  Tims 
far  the  general  Government  goes.  The  regular  farmers’  institutes 
are  held  usually  under  the  direction  of  the  State  Agricultural 
Board. 

“ The  Board  in  New  York  has  for  several  years  placed  the 
entire  work  in  my  charge,  and  the  appropriation  of  15,030  dol. 
made  annually  by  the  Legislature,  which  J expend  in  such 
manner  as  to  most  effectivelv  develop  the  different  interests  of  the 
State. 

“ I select  practical  and  scientific  men  as  instructors,  each  to 
fill  their  special  place  in  the  work,  and  hold  institutes  in  every 
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county  in  the  State,  give  two  clays  to  each  institute,  notify  the 
farmers  of  the  county  of  the  dates,  and  have  speakers  to  treat 
the  special  interests  of  the  county  where  the  institute  is  held. 

“ The  meetings  have  been  largely  attended,  and  I can  see  a 
steady  improvement  in  the  general  agriculture  of  the  State  as 
the  result.  In  fruit-growing  districts  I hold  special  floricultural 
institutes ; in  dairy  districts,  experts  and  dairy  scientists  are 
called  to  the  work. 

“In  one  county  I held  a horse-breeders’  institute,  and  worked 
up  an  exhibition  of  horses  to  illustrate  the  instruction  of  the 
institute.  At  this  meeting  the  horses  brought  to  represent  the 
different  breeds  reached  over  1 mile  in  length,  and  5,000  people 
were  in  attendance.  When  I assumed  this  work  there  was 
depression,  and  much  discouragement  resting  upon  the  farmers 
of  the  State,  but  by  the  adoption  of  the  better  methods  advocated, 
and  from  the  instruction  given,  there  has  been  a general  improve- 
ment in  the  agricultural  condition  of  this  State.” 

There  is  one  Agricultural  College  in  the  State,  the  “ College  of  Agricultural 
Agriculture  of  Cornell  University,”  and  this,  as  I have  stated  College, 
before,  has  an  experiment  station  attached  to  it,  subsidised  by  the 
Federal  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Horse  breeding  is  an  important  interest  in  the  State,  and  Horse 
great  attention  is  paid  to  the  improvement  of  the  various  breeds,  breeding, 
varying  from  the  thoroughbred  to  Clydesdales  and  Percherons. 

In  1885  a Forest  Commission  was  established  by  a State  Act  Forestry, 
of  Legislature,  which  later  on  will  be  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  The  commission  has  the  care,  custody, 
control,  and  superintendence  of  the  forest  preserves.  It  is  its 
duty  to  maintain  and  protect  the  forests  now  in  the  forest 
preserves,  and  to  promote  as  far  as  practicable  the  further  growth 
of  forests  thereon ; it  has  charge  of  the  public  interests  of  the 
State,  with  regard  to  forests  and  tree -planting,  and  especially 
with  reference  to  forest  fires  in  every  part  of  the  State.  In  the 
prosecution  of  its  duties  the  Forest  Commission  shall  do  nothing 
to  prevent  the  free  use  of  any  road,  stream  or  water  as  the  same 
may  have  been  used,  or  as  may  be  reasonably  required  in  the 
prosecution  of  any  lawful  business.  The  forest  preserves  owned 
by  the  State  are  situated  in  the  counties  north  of  Albany 
extending  to  the  Canadian  border,  the  greater  part  of  which  is 
within  the  Adirondack  Hills,  and  the  counties  west  of  the  Hudson 
River  south  of  Albany,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  within  the 
Catskill  Mountain  range  in  which  there  is  a great  deal  of  virgin 
forest,  although  a considerable  part,  especially  in  the  Adirondacks, 
has  been  denuded  by  fires  or  removed  by  lumbermen,  the  latter 
being  mainly  the  merchantable  soft  woods.  A very  large  portion 
of  the  Adirondack  preserve  is  being  formed  into  a State  park  as 
fast  as  the  land  can  be  acquired  by  purchase,  but  as  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  purchasing  from  the  unwillingness  of  owners  to  sell, 
or  from  the  high  price  at  which  it  is  held,  it  is  proposed  to  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  owners  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the 
park,  that  their  land  shall  be  managed  under  the  same  system 
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and  subject  to  the  same  rules  that  govern  the  park  under  a 
concession  on  the  part  of  the  State,  that  the  title  to  the  land  shall 
remain  tor  the  time  in  the  present  owners,  to  be  enjoyed  by  them 
as  now,  as  an  offset  to  a concession  on  their  part,  that  the  public 
shall  have  access  to  their  land,  and  that  if  the  land  be  offered  for 
sale  the  State  shall  have  the  refusal  to  purchase.  This  is  con- 
sidered to  be  more  desirable  for  all  parties  than  for  the  State 
to  acquire  the  land  by  condemnation.  The  Act  under  which  the 
park  has  been  established  states  that  it  shall  be  for  ever  reserved, 
maintained  and  cared  for  as  ground  open  for  the  free  use  of  all 
the  people  for  their  health  and  pleasure  and  as  forest  land 
necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  head  waters  of  the  chief  rivers 
of  the  State  and  a future  timber  supply ; and  shall  remain  part 
of  the  forest  preserve. 

The  Hudson  River  takes  it  rise  in  a pool  on  the  slope  of 
Mount  Marcy  in  the  Adirondack^,  and  there  are  over  30  lakes 
within  the  limits  of  its  watershed. 

For  purposes  of  agriculture  the  State  this  year  has  made  the 
following  appropriations  : — 


Amount. 

Remarks. 

State  agriculture  . . . « 

Dollars. 

20,000 

For  distribution 

„ ,,  • . • . . . 

20,000 

For  distribution  am  ong 

the  county  agricul- 
tural societies 

Western  New  York  Agricultural  Society 

8,000 

For  distribution  in 

New  York  and  New  England  Agricul- 
tural Society 

8,000 

premiums 

For  distribution  in 

Interstate  Fair  Society 

8,000 

premiums 

For  distribution  in 

State  Agriculture  Experiment  Station  .. 

40,000 

premiums 

For  general  expenses 

New  York  State  Dairy  Commission 

10,000 

For  general  expenses 

New  York  Forest  Commission  . . 

20,000 

For  general  expenses 

The  product  of  the  leading  cereals  of  the  Stale  of  New  York 
in  1892  and  1891  is  given  in  the  following  table 


1892. 

1891. 

Description. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre.  • 

Wheat  

Maize  ...  ... 

Oats 

518,837 

527,689 

1,383,183 

Bushels. 

8,405,000 

17.414.000 

38.729.000 

Bushels. 
16 '20 
33  -00 
28-00 

640,540 

694,328 

1,329,984 

Bushels. 

10.633.000 

22.080.000 
41,894,000 

Bushels. 
16-10 
31  -82 
31-50 

There  are  no  available  statistics  either  from  the  United 
States  or  New  York  Agricultural  Department  as  to  other 
cereals. 
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In  1886,  the  last  year  in  which  statistics  were  furnished,  there 
were  under — 


Description . 

Acres. 

Barley  . . . . . , 

350,544 

Kye  

236,875 

Buckwheat 

317,663 

The  north-western  counties  south  of  Lake  Ontario  are  still 
the  leading  producers  of  wheat,  maize  is  more  distributed  through 
the  State. 

The  value  of  the  leading  cereals  in  1892  is  as  follows: — 


Description. 

Value. 

Currency. 

Sterling. 

Dollars. 

£ 

Wheat  

7,144,385 

1,471,743 

Maize  . . . . 

10,448,242 

2,152,340 

Oats.. 

15,104,358 

3,111,500 

Hops  are  grown  extensively  in  the  central  part  of  the  State. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  yield  this  year  will  have  been  140,000  to 
150,000  bales  (180  lbs.  each) ; this  is  somewhat  less  than  in  1882 
owing  to  unfavourable  weather  about  picking  time,  which  also 
affected  the  quality. 

The  product  of  the  leading  cereals  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
in  1892  and  1891,  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Description. 

1892. 

1891. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Wheat  

Maize  

Oats 

124,950 

288,732 

119,287 

Bushels. 

1.787.000 

9.124.000 

3.066.000 

Bushels. 

14-30 

3160 

25'75 

138,833 

360,915 

138,706 

Bushels. 

2.124.000 
12,343,000 

3.884.000 

Bushels. 
15-30. 
34  -20 
28  -00 

There  are  no  available  statistics  for  other  cereals. 

The  acreage  under  cereals  is  becoming  less  every  year.  Rye 
is  produced  in  some  quantity,  and  buck.vheat  is  grown  to  a 
limited  extent.  There  are  in  the  State  about  190,000  milch 
cows,  a great  portion  of  the  milk  from  which  is  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia. 

There  is  no  law  in  the  State  prohibiting  the  manufacture  or 
sale  of  oleomargarine,  but  provision  is  made  for  its  sale  under 
certain  regulations,  the  chief  of  which  is  that  all  packages  must 


Product  of 
hops  in  New 
York  in  1893. 


Product  of 
leading 
cereals  of, 
and  general 
information 
about 

agriculture  in, 
New  Jersey. 
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be  labelled  “ imitation  butter,”  and  there  is  a Dairyman’s  Pro- 
tective Association  to  assist  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
seeing  that  the  law  is  complied  with. 

There  are  both  United  States  and  State  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Stations,  the  former  receiving  an  annual  subsidy  of 
15,000  dob,  and  last  year  23,960  dol.  for  equipment;  and  the 
latter  11,000  dob,  with  last  year  15,000  dob  for  equipment. 
There  is  in  the  State  one  agricultural  college,  which  had  in  1882, 
251  students. 

The  product  of  the  leading  cereals  of  the  State  of  Connecticut 
in  1892  and  1891  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


1892. 

1891. 

Description. 

Number  of 
Acres  iu 
each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop. 

1 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Maize  

Oats 

43,997 

24,473 

Bushels. 

1,518,000 

619,000 

Bushels. 
34-50 
25  30 

68,663 

3S,239 

Bushels. 

2,112,000 

1,147,000 

Bushels. 
36  -00 
30-00 

Scarcely  any  wheat  is  grown,  but  there  is  a considerable 
acreage  in  rye  and  buckwheat,  but  no  reliable  statistics  are 
available. 

The  State  has  both  United  States  and  State  Experiment 
Stations ; the  former  receiving  an  annual  subsidy  of  7,500  dol. 
with  23,500  dol.  in  1892  for  equipment,  and  the  latter  8,000  dob 
from  the  State  and  7,500  dob  from  the  United  States,  with 
14,500  dob  from  the  State  for  equipment.  There  are  two 
colleges  with  agricultural  departments. 

The  product  of  the  leading  cereals  of  the  State  of  Delaware 
in  1892  and  1891  are  given  in  the  following  table 


1892. 

1891. 

Description. 

| 

; Number  of 
j Acres  in 
| each  Crop. 

Quantity 

Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Number  of 
Acres  in 
each  Crop,  j 

' Quantity 
Produced. 

Average 
Yield  per 
Acre. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Wheat  

94,705 

201,893 

1,231,000 

13-00 

97,634 

1,250,000 

12-80 

Maize  

3,775,000 

18-65 

232,061  i 

5,105,000 

22  -00 

Oats 

22,162 

428,000 

19-00 

24,078 

489,000 

20  -00 

There  is  very  little  barley  and  rye  grown  in  the  State.  Little 
dairying  is  done,  there  being  only  about  32,000  milch  cows  in  the 
State. 

There  is  an  experiment  station  receiving  a subsidy  of 
15,000  dob  from  the  United  States,  and  33,000  dob  in  1892  for 
equipment  ; also  25,000  dob  from  the  State  for  equipment. 
There  are  two  colleges  in  the  State  with  agricultural  depart- 
ments. 
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In  Rhode  Island  in  1892  there  were  only  9,200  acres  under 
maize,  and  4,200  acres  under  oa,ts.  Scarcely  any  other  grain  in  Rhode 
grown.  The  dairying  interests  are  small,  there  being  only  about lsland- 
25,000  milch  cows  in  the  State. 

There  is  an  experiment  station  receiving  15,000  dol.  annually 
from  the  United  States,  and  in  1892  it  received  15,000  dol.  for 
equipment  from  the  State.  There  is  an  agricultural  college,  and 
a college  with  an  agricultural  department. 
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